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Dinner eetin of League for Labor Pale tine 

at Park Lane Villa, Cleveland, Nov. 21, 1933. 

ddresa by abbi Abba Hillel Silver 

wa heal thy and strong, i s 1 ea.de re were called rabbis, and ae 

eoon e they became sick, they c alled the rabbi doctors.'' (Lau~hter1 

I want to speak to you ~uite informa1ly this evening 

about some of the things which I saw in Palestine, and particular

ly about the labor movEl'.Ilen~ Palestine. Durin~ my Sabbatical 

year I spent a good deal f~ in and about Palestine. This was 

my third vi sit tc, the country. My firs·li vi it was in 1919, ehort

ly after the orld ·~ar. Palestine then was still under military 

occupation. v ry empty and desolate 

country. Here and there you could see a Jewish settlement or 
.. Ll-i colony, but it wa s no more than some of thee flower ~ you 

see growing up ~It the debris of' t.e ruins. lt.~d very 

little promise of great thin'ls. 

zy- second visit to Palestine w :i in 1927. The country 

had developed a great deal durir~ those ei~ht ye&re. New ettle

ments and colonies had been established. 

city of respectable eize and importance. 

Tel Aviv had become a 

Dpefto'l:i ~ Jndu striee 
~~ ~~~ 

were -pr1ngfiig uP) everthelese I felt then that all about 

Palestine there wa still the ~ir of eomethin experimental and 

~..i.te te1J.tative. One did r:ot have the feeling of permane:.1ce 
fO ~ ,,_, ~ ~ _ 

about the whole project. ~ w somethin definitely in the mak-

in ,~ did not kno . wh ether the procee would not ooner or 

later break down. 
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This year that feel in of uncertainty left me the minute 

I ~ot into the country. The country had made euch ~ l,-'1L 
9~ &h-, 

strides in the e five era ,. b&lf . or six ye rs . ~& @ &fl -intens-

ive and extensive ,iovoia,moMt-. One had the feeling tat the plant 

had finally ent it roots deep down into the oil and th -t it had 

become a turdy plant which would be ole to ith t nd almort any 

c:-t orm which mi .,h wee-o over it. Jewish eettlemente h d multi-... 

lie" to a remarkable degree. Tr9d e , Ml ti• ind etr r and comme re 

had expanded. Home buildin~ :1sd incre Ped. ~ 11 the l:O unity 

up ape m en Ad and ~oc·a1 gencie WLich o to ma 

st ble co. munity d devel 01 ea to remarkable d ree. Bet ee 

1919 nd 193 clo ~e on to 125,000 Je. s ,_ a ome a d c- ~t"tled in the 

country. 

C or: id.ence that 

-· B tra ceable to 

courc-e, c_, .. the 

!.L' Q 
0 lrP ay ee 

~ . 
it T e r t o 

I 

t rticul rly impre d me V ... th Ppi i o_ 

encountered ~ 
ic: ere on :l veryw ere. .!bid t lta-e _; on 

mar.y cau~es. ~,i r0-t of 11, nd mor.., i 
.er-kt' 

R t t " t th count rJ wa ro r e ro .l • ~ 

d el t vif: c-o oft e 

e -or a \ f' 

th t I need ot el bo r t on 

in, t .ru terr .. fie ecor. m • c 

tribul tion. Th oct ~o·e 1 and roEperou coun rie ha a ~one 

ec nomi decline. ~ @f tir•f.. { ittle 

1 tlr.tl1 ., ,.,c ho din it owr. . • here " re nob Jkrn}? c ie 
1
...,,. 

Q,-,.. 
"Wiers were no b n ilure ~ , t' • l a e w~1 !' ftO mplo :-nt . ~ 

~ ~->Governme t n no ,ere :,ound.9'1- :.. 1 eatin~d n er bee. 

o er-.., pit li:.ed or over-indu~r· lized. 

2'1id: • l 3 ~ tine a be in in to enjo th co e uen~e of 

five r~'lB. · or e elo nent which 

the~ p;ceae il ;l.110 ye~, r et 

t en p 1 c e in the c try in 

of~ as t he completion of the 
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Ruthenberg project for the hydro-electrifies ti on of the Jordan. 

That project, wh ich seemed to be more or l es of a fable for nearly 

t.°en~e in 17 ioni st and Jewish circles.,.....& ••~e i»eem.._ bad finally 

become a reality of steel qnd concrete. 

built, and ~is now !<"iv iM electric power ,, 
two-thirds of Palestine. 

It waE finished, actually 

at low rates to practically 

The second development which contributed. to this spirit 

of confidence in the country wae the highly successful development 

of the citrus industry, pe.rti011larly the oran e industry, in the 

country. Palestine wa becoming an exporter of no mean propor-

t~on o:f sra~es. This was brin~ing capital into the country. 

~]11oi iwe ~x 7.lnee :,a11;rs, oapita~ come into the 
I' 

country~thirr by way o:f contribution or by way o:f investments 1 
'"''"' private individuals.bad btoaght illita ,ho coastr¥ Here 

was capit 1 coming into the country on the bssie of what the 

country was producing. The citrus industry is developing so 

rapidly that it is expected tmt in 1936 }&1€stine will be able 

to export some eight or ten million crates of oranges to the 

various markets in Europe and in Asia Minor. 

The third major development we the development of the 

mineral resources, the chemicPl resources of the Dead sea. ~ v-ttP/ 

town has grown "tround the Dead Sea, whieft l ftad the pleas M e o t 
I' 

~ Hu.ndreas of workin men are now ~~ployed in extrectin 

some of the almost limitless rich potash from the Deed ea. That 

potash ia noy, bein old in the marKets of the orld. It is 

po sible th t thi ~ richest ourcelo:f income :for Pe.loetine 

in the •LfllC:li >J¥azat:J.en~ • 
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The fourth project, which w a being completed while I 

was there, and is now eompleted. wa s t h e Haifa harbor. The H ifa 

harbor i c- now one of the two or three finest ,... ls1111eeiit harbors on 

the }ledi terranean. It i fast b ecomin the point of export and 

import not merely for Palestine and for part s of Syria, but for 

the entire hinterland, for Mesopotamia, for the Iraq. Haifa J.a.-£A~ ~ ~ 1-- • -
~oir,~ to--&&.. the great industrial center of Pale stine. 

2'lld'-fhe 1 sst of the five major development s 111hich con

tributed to this upbuilding of the more.le of the people~ 

stimulating thi hopefQlne s s that one sense s ev erywhere in t he 

country. is the completion of t he pipe-3..ine which i 0 to carry oi 

from -.... .. ~osul ~1iior., fi•rm liiP&tJ, to the hores of the edi ter

ranean. 1200 miles of pipes b ve been l aid iew• ri ht aero the 

desert, and one of the two terminal points of that pipeline ie 

Haifa. ~,_]ready one = tlao&e huge tanks on the outskirt of 

Haifa where this oil is to be stored for ultim te exportation. 

For a 11nall country like Palestine five of such major 

enterprises ,oompl eted within the space of 1 ess than a decade ,are 

enough to send a current of hope, and with it renewed initiative 

and enterprise through the whole eoonomio life of the country. 

Another rea on for this spirit of confidence to my 

mind i this - and this brin~s me to the subject upon whioh I 

want to dwell a •it this evening - a realization that the economio 

foundations -.hich have bten ~aid in Palestine are true and sound 

foundations, that the economic superstructure of the country ie 

grounded in real things built not upon sand, but upon those f ote 

of economic life which 8:Xa durable. 
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-ma-fhe labor ~ in Pal atine to my mind i~ 

eponeible for this fact. I had occasion to observe quite close

ly the numerous faotiona and roupings in Palestinian Jewry, the 

old settlers and the new, the young and the old. 

suaded from my close observation of men and movement in 
~,,~ 

Palestine that the labor ~roup repr eeent e;the most sound, the 

mo Qt thoughtful, the moat con tructive, and if I dare say it, 

the most con servative element in the Palestinian popula tion, . -,1 h -rt, w ti.. ,~(q) ~ u- o, ~~i;_ 
~g¼iJM They have real leaders among them, :seal eta:t ~, rea_l 

.,'JJ;:!f;L • e:q,e~. They know what they are about. @~s 9ft, 

~li e:ta. They are f _ oing their problem pragmatic ally, in

telligently and courageously. 

Let me illuetrate wh t I mean. You are all acquainted 

with the 1 .. rab problem in Pale tine. Recently we had some very 

serious riot in Pale tine. 

are probably not the 1 

They ere 

now, 

not the first riots.~ey 
6--,~ ~ ,J 

the ab problem i a very ,, 
serious one in the country. It oa.nnot be lightly brushed aside. 

~ gasbat ae, :;.t ,ap ••o~ There i e a large ab population, at 

pre sent the domin nt majority in the o OllDtry, which for one 

reason or another hes been agitated, in 1,t igate~oused, ancl 

which fe:r 1'he t 1 roe be ipgn i bein w!l" deci. man ipulat ec by a 

srm.11 group of vgry clever, poll tioally-minded r b 1 ea.dare who 

are trained in all the t ·•ick of European propagand'l methods, 

and who al so know what they are about. 
-r;: s--,....,~ 

H•• 1'he ftabor roup in Pale tine i faci the 

problem forthrightly ... d squarely. It is not blinkin~ the i e ue, 

~tis not ignorin it. Atlli ~t refuse~ to meet the situation by 
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ny theatrical randstand,... ~i:e--ndiJ cq.neRt. attitudes, by an1 
• ~ tluq,~~~ 

bellicos e ()"estures, by an effort to shout "il1&11 down,~ o out-

play them in the game of propa~anda, mowing full well thAt these 

tact io s cennot succeed. 1Jx1d se fhey have adopt -:.. d a lon _- ran e 

program of rapprochment, a ltcng .ffittM proo-ram of cooperation 

with the rabe, xeail.hJl18' ,fullyrr for the time being that 

program is very difficult of realization. They are determined 

to work with the Arab, and not again st him, They a re ~econc i led 

to the fact that the 

will be for years and 

rabis ✓oing to remain 

~enerations to come~n 
~ 

in the Palestinian population. 

in Pal ,? st ine and 

important element 

As a means of i')clo sely approaching the .. ~r ob and esta b

lishing a ba i i~ with him on th.:. ~ of~tereet,4; 

~ eoope~atlbb. they are endeavorin, to r a ise the stsnda rd of 

the rab workingman. They a re even encou.re ~ing the unionization 

of t h e Arabs, bee u e they believe that s the 1 rab ri se in the 
~ 

economic ecale, a Q tne fti'sb b~come more literate and more in-

telli ent in an economic an se, t'JE.~ he will realize that the 

int ere st of Jewish labor and the interest of r b labor re not 

antithetic al, ~Y &Po sei opposed to one atietl.eir, but that both .,,,..ifZu,,J 

labor group&., bot:b. ns t i:~31/:~eupe ~ oan coop er t e in the common 

task Jr mutual benefit/11iEPupbuilding of the ~u.ntry. 

o , if there if' any other 0 olution the 1. rab problem, 

M~ 1 I for one
1
frankly dQR'~ know it. There is no way of drivin~ them 

into the desert. There is cert~inly no way today of reducing 

t h t pppulat ion to the level of feud :.11 serfs t o erve the int ere t 

of a domina nt Jewi . h rou.p. {ot only c n we not our. elves e rmit 
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w-,~,i /,,M_ ?~ 
any such 

11
exploitation of ,. rl'ofu{e,;: hnmfNR s re~. tut it tPannot be 

done . 

There is another subject on which the labor ~roup in 

:Pa.le st ine h B been sound and 1 evel - headed. and that is the eubject 

M il AjouaJi~ of the Jewish state in Palestine . 

i ~ ~r oup in alestine, like all cla~sic Zionists, : re maximum 

nationRlists . They have not urrendered the ideal of a Jewi h 

~tate in Palestine. But they res_;~~, a .... all people ho are 
~+g,~ 

enga ~ed in the bu in e s of :i@Rl f Jr PDl!fapt re c.,l i. .. e, th8t no 

state is built in n day. They re not blatant about their ultimate 

objectivee, they are not irritant about them, trey do not flin 

them in the fllce of the rabs. ~t pre ent they are not o much 

are with their pre E ent 

t o Pink the roote of 

Je\vish life deeper and deener in tl:e couLt r Jr. They kno; thRt they 

They h ve b€1 ... 1 criticized +>or it. Th extreme __ evi io -

h-t rour hfl" taunted t em, h:;-a 
I 
Wrs$:;; ~ 0 .,, th t t . y ~re time -

er er" !!lilll&. opport uri t,. ::mt ' t i so co'!lfort ble , n j 
i ec on uch ~ ;' inner exaltation hen ~ feelc tJoqt. I'e v, 

.. - , ,ft I '
1t. .0 · \ a-:-./f II / J vvvv-- r ~ o ""'t W ,. ~,_K 

~ r ,4.; at 1:i el' ,t 1- an the other • llo , t . ..., his ro r:.. rn i ~· more ext re"':11:? 

than t .; ~ ---~ r. ,~f e, .. 0 tr.v r f el lo • But the b or 1 en de r l ~ ... :tl e 0 t in e ,J,11~.P .. ~A 

~ w ~~ II"' ti... ~ t.,t./lM( 1-rt ~ ~~ t>-ff"'d J~ rd/-~~ 
h• ve n e:1; y io l. il .i a 13 0 tl.e tay t; 1;ier../\ hey re c on ront d ·,ith the 

day, by ..a,., y er l ex in 1d di ficult .roble m.., of c ..... ructio a a 
U...-, buil a i. - ' nd e r~ .... i .. e ot o be e i ea -~ r their 



r'"l LL e ir ::-- t t i u o e th problem o~ e 1 Ul .&l • 1 i¥j o tL 

in I • tion 1 

tr e lnbor e e.11- iut" J . t ~ :. o , r o t1 

cul 

' re .:.n t . e 1 • 11 

i 

l: ~l e ' in e. n wl i .L· rt • 0l t t L i -- _ our i of 

h • • bee:r 

hn • de 
8i'lF ir111<1 i:i re n Q gy:1; e f ~,: "t ".t,;, l:.. 

w;:;~!f'iloi~'O:f.:..--C;n,~m~~~-o+-+:i~---~rt:~-R~. 1 · i;;; ti w :ho be 

b ilt u . ly by by J ew if 1 bor, not 
cAv,, e ,i 

0 "' 

l.·m d t +~, r -4. ~av~ oC t,f U lord tl i11sz. 

e ~ioni t 
1"-'~~ 

i O e e~t , .c ~~ m 

the e co .o .. ic li e o 1 e J e 7 • c-• it 

- OU 

t 

ec 11 tne h: ory 

a at r .con 3t rue tin 

(,.:.. p~ ~ -
homel nd f.or 0Ucll ~~•&• 

conomic b 1 m in Je~ 

1 <"ic k,on~b, 11;;_ ffort to restore 

life ~~ ri~htful ·ut"t e: 

whi ch th~ 

i-:i f.,,. eL ie ov~.rcrowa in~ ~ the 
' ~ 

, ~ew J\;: l1" but i es~ 

r on ·01 or o m ch of t t e p ent r tr d c er 

ou ill r c 11th tone o ,flMMf-5 '~ 
he mot .81lkinal111~ and 



inf i tin ~ a r Q"U'nent ~ r1 i ch t he ... azi ~ u Ged in the 1 ... t fourtee n 
~ ~ 1f. ~ VJM 

year ~ of th ir prop g nda l.t juet thi~: t · t t Le Je~ i ~ an ex-

ploiter, t e Je , live off the labor of other _,eople. How many 

Je ; issh f , r ma- ve we in Germany, how m ny Jewi s rti" ns £.w ~ 
T..t-v--t/t-i ~ ~ L ~ skilled ana un kill ed. 1 borer c h ~ve we in '7erman;v? _ -Tlli Jew ~ ~~I ~ -'~•~),I•• ~~ ~(/ 

engeges in what we c ~11 "schacber HH::eeLe1" t:radiM 1.n the 1 bote 

r.ino l)rogy.ctivjti es of other peoples. Of cour ewe JOlov; tha ~ ,,,,. 
t l ere are hi~torical re son E f or it. But a hi torical re ~ on iA 

an explan tion, not a solution. 

The cla ic thinkerc:- of the Zionist Movement conceived 

a one of the great objecti- es of ~·onism t e normalizi ~ of the 
~~~ economic life of the Jew once baa ea!! be pleeed ..in his o n home-

1 nc1 . I~any Jews that go into ale€tine or -; et thi"'. They bring 

~ ~ittle c ~J)ital SR with them ,md ~b"'Sr start < busines , and they 

are not particulDrly careful whether they empl~y air Jew~;J" t!ia 

•'l!!t'lnes,1- or - r b~. Leny Q;t' il!em-would pr-:/r~ rab beoause 

ihh1al! represents oheaper labor. ~re i ~e Canger that 

~ w~uld ha~n the oour , e of t~in Palestine t.h is Iii ituet:L;in, 

an immigrant Jewi h group, largely belonging to the bourge9ll .. ~_,_ 
~ ().,JM~6..N-.. clF..ss, livin off and exploitinQ' ~ ee1bw-e wor inP-" pa £ ant/i rab 

(/lvi J ~ ~ group. ~rat ould ee emm:d:ge an&- be smirch ~ whole Mti!le!c ~ r, 
k.Mt"~~A-d~~ in Palestine. That ould make u~ an object~ of i;t::tt?~throuo-holl:t .o ✓ ,,1 

: ~ "'>t-J CA.I-; (h ~ ~ the world. That would beoom c •ae,11, the ol s io,t exB!!lpie-cifthe ~ 
exploiting~'¼-~';: of t e Jewish people. " 

The labor roup in Pale tine fltoaeue•.h f.l been ~~ 
a are of thi ~m. and e~ fundamental to~ philosophy/ill 

that Pale tine Jewi '-' h P 1 eat ine, e.i 1 eeaut-, shal 1 be built up by 
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Jewish labor from the round up. are not opposed to o pital, 

they are 

worki 

opposed to Jewish busi essmen, but the Jewish 

should work with, in ooopera.tion v;ith, the Jewish 

Yos\l 1W st rem.ember that if there is any'Wl:ilz~ cl ear which 
J\ 

hao come out of the last ten or fifteen years of economic unrest 

in the world, it is ~ie that1:t.ltimetellv ~ft all iete:id !!rid 
~ cl¼~~ 

HfteP\ ut~e final Jerdict(iTes- with the people who live on the soil 
~ w-«~ ~~ ,, 

andrork ia t be Eft9!'&. T ap ita.liet trial 

the wor over ~ _.___-- are 

The future b elonP-s to thd"~eo,1e wile 
\ fM;k ~ 

woxk a~ tQe~eil e, iR iBko~r~, 10e are not · represented iTl 
I I 

cf&leeli~ es tillers of the soil and workers in industry, we 
~~~ tl 

,., ill ehare the fate _of a Ll.1(0ap itali o/ roups WHieh are eHplei~ ing 
I.M 

.ihe so:ck1ng gronpe of-the world. 
(I) 

Self-work/then.,. a great prinoiple of the Jewish labor 
ti ~,~ UN\A~ ~ p~~ 

roup in Palee.t ine. ♦ e I have seen tbm pg ... and there i e 
\I ~ c,....,-A ~~ ~ 

something a~ ~lswlsit ~ti ia Paleetiae. I do not 
,AA (.J..Arl.,{L ~ ~ ~ oJ( ~ wv ~ 

mean to wax romnt io,Lf\NlPt t:be W9~.ki~aan in fal estine. Thei-e -

~ as m11ob nobility ta a ag;pkingwen 1n Cleveland a-2 there is to 
... a wo l'ki~man iB iol .. •1• 011 .:or:tt!e.la1n Or B.alfi. But there J.e. lA ~ 

p111lm.9& 1'bia.. di etincti veness ab out the Jewish workingman in 

Palestine. He i1, zeall; ne'i s mem'eer of wt1at we eltoo se 'bo eell 

the praJetarian olass, just a.a the Jewieb tamer aannot rightly 

be eel l.ei a pse,1aat,., His sooia 1 level is aaqr high. His 

cultural level is Tl■i high. He is literate, he is well read, 
9 GMA-f 

many of them are well-educated. Maa-,, of them have had ad••8e 
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Alld univerei ty training. 

is o ing on in the world. 

Their minds are open to everythin that 

You~ around with them in ome 
circle after the day' a work i-i e•e:&,, yett ei• eP&\a.,;ul ea d e&t with 
·tnem4r1talk with them. Weil,• I m ve ~ ;;ry fev- s 1h .Jircles ' rJ~L?~~6-,,,µ~ _. in Cleveland m 1llJ ,ea11 & ot i'ilip&Pie~ --Tliey have read the finest 
in the world's literature. They _ re '&»r-:mo\is'Aly at home in 
economics and sociology. Many of them have thought out for them
selves a~oeophy of life. It i challenging to come up with a 
group like that. In a way. it is humbling. 

out of this principle of self-work which Jewish labor 
is stressing .n Psleetino has come~ other - I ought not to 
call it a principle, I should r ther c r. 11 it a necessity -
namely, the insistence on ewieh labor~,. 6&,t is, ta11t.-~he ' ~~ I Jewish 
employer 1,&Lh employ Jewish lab or and not 

cause .Ji~e 4i.amha of the rabe. 
ab lab or• not oe-

~ Jn Pale tine i••slf,and 
i!H llen 1

, )"O'll e::=,.ei = 
around Palestine there i c., ~~e~ftei 

iele reservoir of cheap rab labor. Their standard of living 
:fox ill& t1roe be1~ is very ],.pw. The Jewish workingmap ana hie 

~ itJ ~ ~ ~ ~½ ('~· iamiJ y cannot compete wrth~em" He /M•11•t,4ive on three or four 
piasters a day. 811u,1@U&ldtl¥ lhe Jewish employer - and the Jewish 
employer is no different ~all other employers - will buy hie 
labor in the cheiipest market. If he ie permitted to choose e 
between ab and Jewi h lab or, he wi 11, with a few out standing 
exceptions, .fr, aappe ca employ as a matter of cour e Arab labor.,. 
BIii-- Jewish labor will progree ively be starved out. There ill 
be no Jewish labor in Pale tine. There will be no self-work in 
the up building of the c ount ry. 
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d they have ject to the a~ger and resi~t-

a nce on t e of other . roups Pale ft ine, r:ind o much on 

the f ace of • logic .--1 argu.mentat on on the p t.. rt o these other 

groups, who 

any disti 

raoe and 

own po i 

Jewish 

to them "You t3r Socialist e, yo not draw 

roup and as regards labo between roup an 

And here 

In spite 

has been 

not consistent, bely your 

ese logical oppo ion, ~nd in 

ed, and in my min, justfied in 

insist upon Jewish labor in Jewish enterpr_ see in Palestine. 

~d i, aatly, _an 4 wilt~ that I e:he.11 be t ftPQ:taEJh, Jewish 

labor has tried to emphasize the impo~tance of cooperative enter

prise in the oountry1sooial enterpri e. ~ l°hat ought not to 
be re . arded today R B very Rtartling and radical. The whole world 
is moving in that direction.1'eiiljl. The oay of unrestricted com

petitive indidiv•cu~liem ie drawing fast to a close. Even in 
such a staid and oon servative land like ours we are beginning to 

~he idea of oontrolled industry, which inevitably 
leads to some form of eooialized industry. 

~n Palestine Jewish labor has maintained that 

rather than first build up a ospitalist society with all its in-
I 

herent wea~essee and evils, nd then be compelled taN~ suffer-
t6 ing an:¥truggle to revamp k or destroy it ccapl1t1Je~ and build 

~~~~~ f\ upon ruins a socialized state. ~~~r~ now,~aat •• a10 
~ct.·~~ fox.t:npate in b@81iaa,aEJ in a new country where we io~-'1iave to 

de troy before ~an build,~- •• eta»t clt none from the founda

tions ,and build up sooie kind of atisfying oooperative social 
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and economic life. _ /J ...dJ._ I ~ ~ ~' ~ ..,~,~ ~ 
They :heva done 1t 1 81".l & GrneJ 1 eenle ef eel.tree, 'eeean se. 

~ait cap ital WL.e limi1ie4.--- They have done it, not s it wa s 

done in RU.eeia through the expropriation of the properties of 

other people~hrou~ b~ and terrorAe~a~t "'through 
their own efforts, tl.e:i.Y 81/iR c :-pital, aef: WMt friends and 

~ -4,(, 
sympc.thizers the world over have ,;:t:zu:a taem. j,,JJiJ,- }here a.re ~ 
some very l!iaia~ STld- model Jewi h c oloniee in Palestine 

the old prophetic ideal of a laeail human society ha been 
~ur- ~ ,._ Cooperative groups of one type or another AMII peeled 1'lre11 v-,-J.. ~, ,, 

V-~ 1~~11a1,a;Aeh:..,'t'esources, Ju•• ffPl ad 11ftetr enthusiasm 
,,--,wttlio~~ificing 11Ad,individualj.a or ~bui,,r personal 

freedom. k 
I don't know anywhe~ in the world today WM60 this 

~ type of bloodless.., 2u1eurced. voluntary eJqe riment in~ socialized 

oommunit~s going on, M pla0e in the wo¥14 eHee,t iR FsleRiiae, ~ 
~ 

+-nd- .)n iJ½nrt sense Palestine is beooming Ob a efftail eeale a ort 

of._ provin~ ground for mankind, a wett ~ a teet laboratory for 

the~t~tive commonwealth of tomorrow. 
/' C. 9 ~ 

hffi-. ,-or the e reasons} I go beok fg west I 1.e1 d ai t:t.e 

'"be~&Rii.118; iaat --the labor group in Pale tine represent s ill m,r, 

jttdgme1~the soundest 1 elcmenfr\. the most constructive •leme:nt, 

the most conservative eiemant in the lilerel eefleo ef the ~e1m, 

and the most promising element in Palestine. 

I met some of their le dere, the unfor ettable and much 

1111 th;.. lamented~._ ~ a remarkable man. I wa with 

him the ni ht before he left for Berlin,_ t!"M-fhe next I h rd of 
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~HI 
him was that he had been as a sin ted. AirJAf:,:.off repre 0 ented 

the high type of ' estern European Jew,-.t.r he had been educated 
cJ-lL~Ov4,W~ ~ 

in astern Europe ways of thought,- and jJ-et alls alee represented 

the fin ec-t traditions c.nd the highest ideals of Israel. .tie wa 

a man of keen mentality• he understood not only movements and 

abstract ideas, but wh tis infinitely more important, he under

stood people. ._--fbat i why he w~s chosen to be the h _ d of 

the Politica~J..'.'J.::i~~the Zionist E,recutive in Palestine, 

1-4 Ke made friends ,~mong the British official , Jle made friend 

amon. the important sections of the Palestinian population. 

~ wa struck down in the mid .... t of his youth and hie career,ani» 

Palestine and to Israel. 

It j s a tragic loss to the movement,.... ~ 
I 

I met Ben£wi, I iA?:it fM:b&Sclloff, !tbbzancle!9.81ft, many 

othe~ of the leaders of the labor roup, and the~ inorea ed 

still more my confidence in thi group, in who~e hsnds, ;,y itihe 

waJ~ the fortunes of Pale tine today Yke"~-t4 
MO til., 

Let me close with tk•e 91).g~ ide of the picture. For 

one reason or another the labor group h _ not been able to capture 

the imagin~ tion of Palestine. net e.11 ~f lit& yout'b,, 

he youth of Palestine, at least 

~laeJJ I a._the most vocal section of it, "'i;ends yery decid~dly tyo 
"W~5-tL ~'1 . the extreme ri ht, ju t a the youfh of tA0 8&11:t 11al Httre1uuilR~ 

W>U 8fll5 ftt1e leniei ~o, ,rd s t?te c.:::l~. ;r,lr, e_-11 *t th!!' 

~ "l~ ?~ t-f,_ ~ ~i ~c i et angle of • iopj ero ~xey oleo ike their (~i_f orma, __. ~ 7 
<:~~,· ~~~~ IAN'~~lsa l,Jke the marti l way 0 of '-P rty~ iu-nos I~ ..____ 

c;.N C maximum~ it can .chieve le a than the minimum, 
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I suppo ::.e the rea on fo r t ii;;; fact i 1JIL RL, that the 
~ 

~·ociali ...Jn of tod y i no loni:ter ti'alft mo ment of d rin2' and d r:g-er 

that it was enerat ion ago. o-enerat ion o ~cvialism renre -

sented the ultimate extreme to the imagin tior. of young people .. 

wLid.1 it @iikiizRi lei e:r t l. i l.i;,ei an, --pie danger which i in,rolved 

in ~d~ied ith an extreme movement ~ -tt.r.:,, ow,to,t 

~ There are tod y extremes beyond ~oci 11am, On the one 

hand • Communi m~ the other hand 1'he e 1'2!M e ... b I sse, wb ic :t'. 

~ 

Fa cism. Soci li. m h _ s become more or le s 0 a con r-ervative ~ 
~il'Q~ li .. e deILoncracy cs~ eY&l ~ nd li berali m. ;.- iJnfortuns:i. te-

ly tod~y 

of youn_ 

of democ 

1 a · t Le 

re attr 

The 

de,nocracy ' d lib ere1i m cannot ca ture the im r .:,,in -ti on ~ 

peo le. 41Ht,fhat i P one et :tflm re ._one r the defe t 

IM~ ~ "1 cy >ind the orld. ib er~ 1 • Rm 'i8 lf!~ l c et 

aw e youth in Italy. I ~Y• 

in _ T n c e , en a C, of :uro • .i.hey 

of th e e:r.:trem . 

we f.2• y , or 

C 11 .a liber li. . .cm , 

e c 11 1 Po i... cl 
~ 

Lo to ?- et 

r~ rfl ore t n 0 how , c· n in tt • f' country 

- OU ed t 

-it cal• lib 

of devoti on an d e t h ~i 8~ 
~ 
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