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LE\"EL.\~D PL .. \IN DEALER 

Hitler's Victory May Bring Doom 
rot Hitler's shock troops (the S. A.- control 248 seats. They will need 

Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver, who is Sturmabteilung) and steel Helmets some 45 additional scats to give 
°" a year's sabbatical leave from liis (tlle shock troops of the German Na- them a. majority. •rhey may get It. 
Clcvela,;d charge and is making a1t tlonallsts) carrying torches and In that case the present government 
e~te~sive tour of Euro/J_e, was i,; B_er- flags, sh~ullng "Hell Hitler!" and or Hitler, Hugenberg, von Papen and 
J,,. 111st before ~nd dtmnt the e:r_c,te• singing "Deutschland, Deutschland St>ldte will continue in office?. 
meHt wire,; Hiller was /}rocla~"!ed uber alles.'' ·past the president's pal- But Hitler will not be the master 
chancellor, and watched th! pol,t~cal ace they marched, where the 85- of this new government. His pow­
sce1te. unfold: I~ the f o_llow111t article , year-old field-marshal greeted them, erCul Nationalit;t allies, Hugenberg 
he g,ves lr,s impressions of those and past the chancellery where the and von Papen, seem likely to oe 
tense days. erstwhile lnslgnlticant army-corporal the dominant forces in the new gov- , 

but now chancellor of the German ernment. They represent tne large I 
BY DR. ABBA HILLEL SILVER. reich, Hitler, received their homage. landownC'rS and the big industrialists 

BERLIN.-I arrived here at the Round them surged huge masses of or Germany, and they hope to ex­
beginning of what has turned people, some frantically cheering the plait Hitler for their own purposN1. l 
out to be the most exciting marchers, others calmly looking on, Tl1ey wlll nurely not permit Hitler 

fortnight in the political history of still others glowering and hostile. to e'-'.pe1·iment with any or those 
Germany since 1918. Momentous Only two were killed that night. quasi-sociali;;tic schemes and 
events have transpired so swiftly The parade was a succcsi;, but the vague, grandicse economic reform.; 

and the political I city of Berlin rem:uncd strangely u~- which he has dang-led before the 
scene has shl!ted rci;ponRlve to the jubilant note of tr1- hungry eye, of hi!I followers these 
so often and so , :,n >h ancl the hohdliy mood which fourteen ye11.r11. The new coalition 
u n 8 x p ectedly I tne Nazis had l10pcd their victory government will be an extremely re­
during the past I '\'ould evoke. The city did not blos- actionary government or big busine11i, 
two weeks that 1,om !orth ln .flags or bur!lt forth in and the Junker rcudal oarons. The 
the natives here. !long. The city waited apprehensive- Impoverished middle classes, the pr-i­
not to speak or ly for 1:ltler's next move. fessional classei:i and the peasantry 
the foreign vlsl• 1 In orut-r to allay_ the fe11rs of t_he I Crom which Hitler has ctrawn his 
tors, have been pe~ple the new m_inlster or the m• 1 1argest following, ~tand to be terribly 
left fair! be- ter1or, WHl1f'lm Fnck, adclrcs~ed the ditiillusloned. 

ild d Y rt>presentatlves of the press that 
w ere • This c· ' l ,., p 'hi It verv evening and st11ted that no ~1\1 nor oss1 e. 
country has w - eha

0

nges in the Constitution were con- Should ev,m the coalition 
nessed some very 
t e n s e political templated, no state or emergency obtain a. majority in the next clec• 

I ti would be declared, the Communist tlon, it seems likely that it wlll re-dramas n 1e 
b t party would not be suppressed and sort to one of two courses. It mig:'lt 

paSt . yea.rs , u the freedom of the press would not outlaw the Communist Party and 
nothmg compa~ be abrogated. It was also officially thus achieve a technical majority in 

able with t~e feverish intensi~y an announced that the Relchstag would the Reichstag, or it might declare a 
startling climaxes of recent ·weeks. without fall meet, but instead of as• state of national emergency, refuse 

I arrived on Sunday, Jan. 22•. an_d sembllng on Jan . 31 as heretofore I to convoke th<" Reichstag. scrap the 
I found Be:-lln on edge: The _Nats planned, it would meet on Feb. 7 Constitution, and rule Germany as a 
,vere 11taging one of the1r qua~t-m.lt- without fail. I dictatorship. This may tead to civil 
tary demonstrations. This time ll The next day the Nazi press an- war. 
was in honor o{ their murrlered party nounced that In view of the two mur- In any event, Hitler's victory, with 
poet, Horst ,vessel. They had ar- ders which had taken place on the or without tlie German Nationalists, 
ranged their line of march in such previous night drastic repressive may prove his unc1oin:;. He has 
a way that it. would take them into measures would bt! taken against the promised so much and to so many 
the Buelow Platz past the Karl Lieb- Communist!!'. The followln~ day the groups. When he CJ.me into power, 
knecht Haus, the national headquar- Reichatag wt1.s dissolved. The Center the tenant ,vould pay lower rc.nt and 
ters of the Communist Party. This p'lrty had asked for guarantees from the landlord would havt' larger rent­
was regardt!d by the Communists the new government with reference als, the consumer would pay lower 
as a provofation and a challenge •. to the preservation of the Constitu- prices and the merchant would have 
Everybody anticipated a. b I o o d Y tion and the safeguardin~ of the pre-

bigger protlt:J. The farmer would get clash. The police took extreme pre- rogatlves of the Reichstag be!ore It f 111 d b t ! d Id • . . . it more or s pro ucc u oo wou cautions. The 16,000 Nazi marchers would give its support. Without a b h p . t It r Id 
were flanked by the police, and the upport the new government could etcbea.petr. f rivda eltchap,. attstmh "s-otaut 

. . . no e m er ere w , uu e e procession was patrolled all the way. 1-.a.ve no authonty 111 the R eichstag. I Id t 1 th I IIC of wou con ro e ccon,,m c e :P.fa chine guns and army tnnk-" were The new go,·ernment would give no I th t 
on hand. Police were posted on the such guarantees and called upon e coun ry, . 

i roofs of all building.-. adjoining the President HindC'nburg to dissolve the Above all he has promised worl< foJ 
square. Relchstag and to order new elections e,·erybody. He must now mal<e goo 

Only thre,e men were shot that day for March 5. these promises. 
and a few dozen wounded. The Ber- I Furthermore, Hitler has no 

• liners heaved a sigh of relief and , Communists Are Curbed. structive economic program. His 
were glad that everything went off The next day all Communist pro- flrst campaign appeal to the German 
so quietly. cessions were prohibited. The open- E-lcctorate a few days ago contained 

Three days later, in spite of bitter air demonstration planned l)y the So- not a single positive economic pro-
• I t posal. It was one of his well-known 

cold weather, 50,000 Commun a I! ciel Democrats for U e following Sun- potpourri oC highly-spiced slogans 
s

0
taged a. coun~~r - demo~stration. (lay In the Lu-:tg-:irt, n was also pro- and catchwords with which the agi-

' Berlin is ours, they cried, and I hlbited. The R ole Fahne, the Com- t t h f d th t· f h' .. . a or as " e emo ions o ts hurled Jibes a.t their Nazi enemies munlst newspap<>r, waR suppressed I f 11 . t t· 1 d . 
who, they 11aid, could only march in for a wef'k. A dav later the Vor- t0

11°''t·ers1 up,1 ° n~tw-nd~ i~nl~ an Gm• 
• e ec ua ( . uni y 1sc1p me er-Berlin when protected by a, steel waerts, the great n<-wspap2r or the , t t' th ' f 

1 • many s grea pas , e curse o 
• fence of policemen. Soc1el-Democratll, "·as also sup- M i th t ti r th Ch 1 

On the following Sunda Y, 100,000 pressed as a punitive measure for I ti an.idsm, edprtoh ecf on_
1
° te Br st-

, • i · t I an ea an e am1 y e c. u Soclel Democrats, with bands play ng publishing certain s atements n II hi i d f h ' t 
and banners flying- the banners or criticism of the government. Two a t s s no foo or _ungry ll om­
the ''Elserne Front"- marched Into days later the government made pub- achs nor work for the Jobless. 
the great Lustgarten Square, shout- lie Its first emergency order which 
ing "Berlin bleibt rot!" (Berlin re- effectively muzzles the press and re• 
mains red). They sang the "Inter- 11tricts the right ot free speech and 
natlona.Ie," and they listened to the iree assembly. The government also 
battle cry of their leader Franz demanded that the Prussian Diet, der 
Kuenstler, who summoned them to Landtag, should dliisolve. 'l'he Land­
war upon the reactionaries of the tag promptly refused. 
Reich and to the defense ot the Re- And now Berlin and Germany are 
publlc. Aga·n the police were every- girding themselves for what prom­
wh,.re, on fl'lot. on horsf', on motor- 1 l11f'!II to hf> ~h_e most hltt~r and har~­
cycles. In truclu•, and on the steps !ought pohl1c:1l campaign m tl,c1r 
and roofs of the neighboring public history. This, by the way, will be 
buildings. the third national election within a. 

year. Hitler's government Is pro­
ceeding deliberately and systemati­
cally to cripple and dismantle the 
campaign apparatus of the opposition 
parties by censoring their press and 
11uppresslng as frequently as possible 
their public meetings, while he him­
self can now u11e freely not only the 
political machinery of his own party 
but the entire propaganda. apparatus 

Political Pot Boils. 
In the meantime, the political pot 

was bolling and spilling over. Von 
Schlelcher's brief regime of less than 
two months seemed to be coming to 
an end. A sma.11 powerful clique 
headed by von Papen had maneu­
vered his downfall. He had Jost the 
confidence of Hindenburg. The 
Relchstag would refuse him a. vote 
of confidence. He wanted to gov,!:.-n 
without the Relchstag, as chancellor 
or a. presidential cabinet, independent 
of political parties. But Hindenburg 
alone had the power to grant him his 
wlsh, and Hindenburg, it appeared 
certain, would refuse. \Vhat would 
Gen. von Schleicher do? Would he 
use the Relchswehr, the German 
Army, whose loyalty he could com­
mand, to 11eize power and set up a 
military dictatorship, or would he re­
sign? 

On Jan. 28 he resigned. Forty­
elght hours or terrific suspense now 
followed. \'Vho would suceed von 
Schleicher? No party had a majority 
Ir. the Relchstag. No logical party 
coalition was ln sight which could 
muster such a. majority. Would an 
a.ttempt now be made by a minority 
coalition, presumablly that of the 
Nationalist Right, to establish itself 
ir1 power over the heads of the ma­
jority of the Reichstag? Von 
Schleicher himself as well a!! the 
Catholic Centre Party, not to speak 
of the Socinlists, warned in the most 
solemn terms against such a course. 

Hindenburg now called upon the 
former Chancellor Franz von Papen 
to negotiate with the political party 
leaders for the formation ot a new 
cabinet "within the framework of 
the Constitution, &nd in agreement 
with the Reichstag." No dictator­
ship! \'Vho then would be the new 
chancellor and what possible hope 
was there that his cabinet would 
have the backing of a. majority in 
the Relchatag? 

There were rumora of von Papen's 
return to the post of chancellor from 
which he had been forced less than 
two months before. Hindenburg likes 
von Papen, but the people do ,1ot. 
He Is generally dh11credited. His own 
cabinet had deserted him and hlld 
brought about his downtall. Would 
Hitler be the new chancellor? Hitler, 
the firebrand, the agitator, the super­
patrJot, who had promised his fol- j 
lowers that heads would roll in the 
dust once he came into power. But , 
Hindenburg had twice refused him ' 
the chancellorship. 

Hitler'• Triumph Stuns City. 
And then suddenly, with the force 

and speed of a. thunderbolt. came 
the announcement that a. new cabinet 
had been formed and that Hitler was 
made chancellor. Berlin was stunned. 
The Nazis were delirious with joy. 
Their long-hoped-!or day of triumph 
had finally come. The news was 
made public at noon on Monday. 
Jan. 30. 

Almost immediately, the Nazi 
n ewspaper, Der Angriff, appeared 
with screaming- headlines: "ReiCh!'!­
kanzler Hitler!" "Deut!lches Berlin. 
Fahnen heraus !" (German Berlin. 
hang the flags out). A huge torch­
light procession was held in the e,·e• 
ning. From the Grosse Stern 
through the Brandenburger Tor, 
down Untn den Linden nnd '\'ilhelm 
Strasse, the governmental quarter, 
marched thousands upon thousand• 

ot the government. 
Hitler fa ~onfident ot victory In the 

next election. With the slog,rn 
' •With HindE>nburg and Hitler for a 
New Germany," he feels he can 
sweep the country. If his party 
wins an abRolute majority In the 
nfxt Relchstag, Hltln will be master 
of Germany for at lea11t four year;:i 
- the duratL.m or the Reir.hlltag. But 
thlll seE>ms hardl~• likely. The Nazis 
hold In the present RE>lchstag 196 
seats out of a total of 534 . It does 
not seem likely that Hitler would 
draw away a suCficlent number of 
voters from the other parties to gh·e 
him a. clear-cut majority, for party 
membership and loyalty In Germany 
are far stronger and more constant 
than in the United States. He can 
win only In ~oalltion with the Ger­

an-Nationa.Usts. Together they now 

Advocates Compulsory Labor. 
On one point only was Hitler posi­

tive. He strongly advocated com­
pulsory labor service which In Ger­
many does not mean a job for every­
body, but is a. euphemism for com­
pulsory military service, prohibited 
by the Treaty of Versailles. The 
program of the Nationalist Right is 
completely to remilitarize Germany 
by building up a huge potential 
army under one disguise or another, 
to supplement the Relchswehr, the 
professional army ot 100,000, which 
the peace treaty allo .vs Germany. 

Dark days are ahead for- the Ger­
man people, days ot struggle, civil 
strife and bloodshed. As I write 
these lines there lies before me the 
morning paper of Monday, Feb. 6, 
reporting riots and bloodshed in Ber­
lin, Munich, Chemnitz, Bre11lau and 
Stassfurt. For the time at least, all 
Cree ~ought will be ruthlessly sup­
pressed In Germany. 

War on the Jews. 
The Jews ot Germany, too, an~ 

likely to bf' severely tried. For yeari; 
now Hitler and his fellow ag-ltatori,, 
Goebbels, Stras11cr, Goering, etc .. 
have 11owed ,·iolent hatred again1--t 
the Jews among the German people 
and e!lpecially among the German 
youth. They were blamed for every 
misfortune that has befallrn the Ger­
man people, for the loss oC the \'Vorld 
\Var and for the e<'onomic collap11e 
which followed. "Der Jude 1st 
schuld'' (the Jew ls to blame). This 
was the sop thrown to the hurt pride 
of a. defeated people. The monarch­
ists were told that the Jews were 
responsible for the overthrow of the 

monarchy and the establi!lhment of 
the hated. republic. The mllllona of 
unemployed, as well as the lmpover• 
!shed small merchants and trade!!• 
p<-ople ,vere taught to believe that at 
the root of all their troubles lies a 
sinister Jewish conspiracy to destroy 
them. 

Jewish historv Is no stranger to 
anti-Jewish pro.pagancla. Neverthe­
less, the rPcnrds even of the dark 
Middle Ages !nil to reveal any anti­
Semitism comparable with the per­
sistent and venomous vlllillcatlons 
through p'lmphlets, books, newspa­
pers and the spoken word of these 
men. And these men are 
rulers of Germany. 

It is possible, and perhaps likely, 
that the Nazi leaders, now ,ihoul­
dered with politicll.1 responsibility, 
will be sobered by their own rt'spon­
sibilit.ies and will not attempt to 
cany out any uf their fantut.lc 
schemes against the Jewish citizens 
of Germany. There is a German 
saying, "Nichts so helss gegessen als 
gekocht." (One does not eat Its soup 
as hot as it is cooked.) Furthermore, 
the really influential men in Hitler's 
cabinet, von Papen and Hugenberg, 
have 1n the p11st l!hown no anti­
Semitic leanings, and they, backed 
by Hindenburg, are not likely to per­
mit any interference with the rights 
of Germany Jewry. 

NeverthelCR!I, the position of the 
600.000 Jews In Germany cannot but 
bi, seriously atl'ected, at least for a 
time, by a govPrnment whose chief 
i!I avowedly and fanatically hostile 
to them, and whose p~rt)· platform 
has madP anti-Semitism a. ctogma. 
Attempts will be made to force them 
out of public office". out of faculties 
of i:ichools and univcrl!iti••:-1, to re­
strict their profel'l'ional opportunities 
and generally to undermine their 
economic pu.,ition in the country. In 
nil this, indirect rather than dlr'?ct 
methods will be employed. 

German Jewry toctay 111 greatly 
concerned about its future. It is not, 
however, demoralized. It has been 
schooled In patience. It has leaders 
ot sound judgment and political com­
petence. It is preparing Itself for a 
!ltorm which it la confident wlll 11oon-




