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My design for living, 1934. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



( ly Design For Living -- Printed in the Cleveland Press on Jan. 8, 1934) 

active mini try run pr lel t • f unpr edent d 

ferment d ....,_ ..... ~:.-.;,• I b g· my mini try in t con y r f t h orld r . 

I v wa tched r volution swe ov r t he orld un ettlin e;ov r ~nts, 

econo i c syst.ma, social tr · t i one, oral tan da • rel"giou beliefs. 

I ha ·• seen n w orcea r • c . .-.,.,.in the r ce oft rth. I have not b a 

unmond or uninfluenced b7 mallJ' o! t 

Bei b7 temp rament a r dical , tryi to clin to •root v: luea a.Dd 

b sic prii cipl .,s, I ve e deavored not t o lo c :use 1D th turbulen\ 

but surf ce crosa-currente f d • e t to ste steadily down 

the sure and d ep channels o! human pro e • I am c nvinced that there are c 

tin hu: id ala which are indisp nsa le t o reg· r41••• or ita intel-

lectual, politic 1 or economic complex.ion. ey ar the quint essenti 

v lu s hie carry a ciYilization al.on• conserft its b st tradi t·ona and 

succesatu.11.y eff ct the ad,Justments whic n • conditions • nee ss :ry. 

The• abiding soci 1 v uea are uite old-f shioned. ey ar not new, 

or clever ors rt or h dy like a n w ine. T y ar • unsens t l o 

as .... t.-...,.tic 1 ormula, quite lik t ,uvu. .... tical ornml t hich 

peysicista are n w ttempt tor duce thi le complex and exci ting 

universe of ours. 

It i with thee aoci t·sks t t I v inked rq ini try. 

loyalt7 t ) t ' • d riv a from an ov 

a blind m chanie ut a divine p~.so lity 

wisdom, b u\y d odne s. 

f 1th 1n a universe "tis no\ 

ife ti it elf et rna.117 in 



One of th~se 

1 a.med h~ difficult it 1 for to ov re 

and his d:.sli.ce or n d sturbing ide •• 

his own r it ce to truth 

vertheless it i in the 

di 'fficul t qu st r truth in all the r,::;;u..a..uaS of t • ~sic l d the ethi 

The rld of bnrn,:n relations to y 1 full of half-truth, of 

slogans • catch-word , of stUI> di ti • de aero met by e r d of absurdi tiea 

d eked out in the itt ri r iri nt~ f dernity. cial int r sta hav 

perfect d th rt of betuddli th minds of men by cu.nnin pro a da. 

Tradition, convention and mas -JQ.d nta s ell ae l of ment discipline 

fiction and exp di ncy k.~e others from Cl.Qlowl ing the tru.th even after 

they have discovered it. 

Another asic ide is th [U st "or Justice. It is for me the 

in acapable mandate of m:, fo.1 th. I ve al ~• envi a.· ed IDl' r l1gion 1D 

tenu of its rophetic orogr : 11 to do ju tl.7, to love mercy and to walk 

humbJ.T i th tb_y God.• 1'he tullnesa d fre dom of aw: · life i po ible 

only und r a sociall.7-or aniz d d oci lly motiv ted economic system. 

Ours has b en one of ruthle • comp tition, ordering on r~ and 

motivated by profit. I · ve thPrefore identified myself ith all t.hose 

movement• which aim at the progrer-siT sci lization of our conanic 17stem. 

\/ I su.apect th t some very desir le hU:I valu a hich are th products of 

the older indivi listic civiliz tion will be lost under the new entraliz d 



lnevit 17 bureaucr tic• t h c 111 su~ lant it. Pr pa our tion 

in its au r ach to Boci·liz tion. ich s no tent tiv ly 

th ill e ble to discover ya of conaerving ane of thos 

cherished v~lu •• 

Th meat or orld • c ia an t er aaic id al. is bad. 

'l'he afterm.,;..th of ls rse. I Ye lived thro 0 nd I • ve 

becom a co. :rm~d cifist. I kno now that war solY • no probl ms but 

aggravat- old probl sand er· tea n-w on s. nt red the • r to • e 

the orld afe or d ocr ey and e ctually succeeded in malctng it a fe 

for 1 toc acy. I ow DOW that pre aredne for w is no insur • 

against , r :u\ •• provoc· tive t o 1 t. Pacifi81D aa spiri \ 1 movem nt will 

not r ach the masses of the estern ,orld hr fore not be counted on 

tio 1 chin ey for settl ent to destroy militarism. 7 adeq te in 

of disputes and the enforc t of peace 111 accomplish this. The choice or 

men todey is cleara either aggressive tion.ali with its need for military 

prepar dn ss, 1 adi.ng to alliancee, secret diplomacy d or inter-

depend nt nationalism 1th its a encies for compulaoey rbitr tion, 

1 ading t o di 

latter. 

I am a 11 ral. I 
, 

of ar and peace. I bav chosen the 

not lost aith in lib raliem aa a• of life 

d thought. The ood of our resent a e is hostile t 1 b0 ral1sm. 
no• in 

Die atorships ither of th Left or of the Ri ht are/the vogue. A dieil-

luaion.d and unhappy orld is rushin h~adlon to saviours and seeking short

cuts to• lvation. Its apoc y tic hops e doomed to tr glc de at. Th re 



a.re no s erment "md no me ei s vaila le. 

I hold fast to my belief ln , n his slow ascendant progre s. ln 
moral 

the primacy o his/ cla.1J18 t o those of St te or class. I hold f st to 

my belie! in :treedom,-th f'ull st m~ sure of freedo corn:patible i th social 
man's 

responsibility,-in th free e chan of ideas d .idlal inaliena le righ\ 

to heresy d non-conformity. 

So for my social progr • As f r as my priv te world is 

conc@rned. I prefer th old titiea d the old loyalti•a. I not 

impr~ sed wi the mor 1 v arie of our dey. I have en one or two 

"revolts of y th• co . e and go. I have s --n th wild opi of an for 

freedom and happine • out ide the CJWld ri a f 1 -di cipline and r sponsiblliQ' 

h .. e no ha· pin s1 d no fr dom lie. , The s truth remains t t ) 0 v n 
deepest 

h~al th • d peysic 1 ell being, the i■:alfsnt • t faction• of if come 

from con enial ork. r;)ffl warm "'ri n ships, from cont· ct with t Pb st tna\ 

• s b n achiev ~d by b ind d hand of , and aboT all fro~ th 1 Ye of 

a ......... ~ and th pride of children. All else is Tani ty d a strivin after 

ind. 




