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ABSTRACT OF AN ADDRESS ON THE BOYCOTT OF NAZI GERMANY

- Di. ABBA HILLEL SILVER - W

/< Germany is our metional battlefield. we are fighting not for the sixﬁthouund

Jews in Germany alone but for ourselves =nd our children and for Jewry throughout the
world.

If Hitler succeeds in permanently undermining the economic and political
position of the Jewish community in Germany it will serve as a guide and en inspir-tion
to our enemies throughout the world. A triumphant Nazism will not stay confined
within the boundaries of Germany. It will spread like a plague. No Jewish communi ty
anywhere in the world will be safe,

The vicious element in Nazism is not primarily its anti-Jewish bias but the
pseudo-scientific race doctrines upon which it is based. Race bigotry is far more
dangerous in the modern world than religious bigetry. The latter has been fairly
well discredited. The former has not yet been sufficiently exposed and discredited
and the minds of men, especially of young men can still be swayed and the passions
of men can still be aroused by an anpeal to primitive race smiemwmd 1 yaltics snd
idolatries. If the Nazis' contention that the Jews are members of an inferior
human species, whose blood is tainted, whose minds are vicious, whose souls are
corrupted and whose very presence smong other races is & baneful influence, receives
Prestige =nd respectability through the success of the Nazi regime, %eewm our
position in the world will become intolerable. There is a fatalism, an irrevocable
and inescapable doom about such & doctrine which is far deasdlier than any prejudice
to which our people had bcen subjected =t any time in all of its past history.

We are entering a desperzte stage in our history. In the bitter struggle
of the next few generations which will engulf the whole of huvani ty, the struggle
between private capitalism and thecorporate state or betweem the &ugooin society
and the soclalized or socialistic soclety which is coming to be, the Jew more than

any other group will suffer. The Jew has always suffered the labor vains of every




—Lem

new social order. The contending economic forces will not hesitate to use anti-
semitism as & weapon, a ready mezns of ropaganda and a remcrkably easy method by
which to incite both the masses and the classes.

The 19th century was the most prospercus century for the Jewish people in
Western Europe. It was the period when the bourgeois civilization triumphed. The
power of the state was delimited end the rights of the individual were established
As an individusl, the Jew was the equal of his neighbor. He could hold his owh
in the economic struggle. With the %World war, the world entered upon a new era,
that of the Corporate State where the rights of the individusl will be sharply
circumscribed and where . roups and syndicates rather than individusls will count,
The Jew everywhere will constitute a minority group which will be pushed and
crowded and henmed in on all sides. The State will control and direct the
economic life of the country and the majority racisl or national group will
determine the policles of the State. The Jew w»ill in no country belong to this
mejority. He will have to fight desverstely to maintain his economic and his
pelitical status everywhere in the world. To keep from being utterly beaten domn
he will have to exploy every means of self-defense and to utilize and exploit
his powers to the utmost.

The struggle with Hitlerism, therefore at the present time, is of utmost
historic significance for our future. It will turn out to be either a strategic

victory or a strategic defeat of major significance.

k I cannot therefore consider the German Jewish problem at the present

moment as merely one of relief. The relief problem is urgent and serious and the
Jews of the world must send an adequate meassure of material relief to the German
Jews who have been dispossessed and driven from their professions and occupations
or forced to flee. But the problem is far more a politicsl one and must be

attacked with political weavons and the strongest political weapon, when all others




fail, is the economic boycott. It is a legitimate wespon recognized even by the
League of Nations which reserved the right to place a universal embargo upon a
recalcitrant nation guilty of vioclating the covenant of the league. Economie
non-intercourse has received internationzl sanction. Other methods having failed
us, we are justified in resorting to economic oressure to btring the presemt
dictators of Germany to reason or tc bresk thelr vower. They are avenable to no
other argument. Morsl persussion and the public opinion of the world have moved

them not at all, They recognize and yleld only to physical force.

I urge a universal, persistent and rclentless boycott of Nazi Germany.

To trade with Germany is to trade with our sworn and implacable enemies. It is

to strengthen the hands of those who wish to destroy us.
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Germany is our nstional battlefield. e are fighting not for the six thoussnd

Jews in Geruany clone but for ourselves and our children snd for Jewry throughout the
world.

If Hitler succeeds in permanently undermining the economic snd politiesl
position of the Jewish community in Germeny it will serve =8 & guide and zn inspir-tion
to our enemies throughout the world. A triumphant Neziss will not stay confined
within the bound:ries of Germeny. It will spread like a plague. No Jewish communi ty
anywhere in the world will be safe,

The vicious element in Nazism is not primarily its anti-Jewish biss but the
pseudo-sclentific race doctrines upon which it is besed. BRace blgotry is far more
dangerous in the modern world than religious bigotry. The latter has been falrly
well discredited. The former has not yet been sufficiently exocosed and discredited
and the minds of wen, especially of young uen cen still be svayed and the passions
of men can st1l1]l be :roused by sm arvesl to primitive race st 1 yultics :nd
idolatries. If the Nazis' contentlion thet the Jews sre members of en inferior
husan species, whose blood is tasinted, whose minds are vicious, whose souls are
corrupted and whose very vpresence among other reces is = beneful influence, receives
prestige =nd respectability through the success of the Nazi regime, WM cur
position in the world will bDecome intolersble. There is & fataliam, an irrevocable
and inescapable doom about such 2 doctrine which is for deadlier than sny prejudice
to which our people had bcen subjected st eény time in 211 of its past history.

e m entering a desperate stage in our history. In the bitter struzgle
of the next few generations shich will engulf the whole of husanity, the strusgle
between private capitalism and thecorporate state or between the 5our¢oou soclety
and the socialized or sccialistic society which is coming to be, the Jew more than

any other sroup will suffer. The Jew has always suffered the labor nains of every




—c-

new socisl order., The contending economic forces will not hesitate tc use anti-
semitism as & veapon, a ready me:ns of ropagsnda snd a rem: rkably easy wethod by
which to incite both the masses =nd the classes.

The 15t%h century was the most orosp-rous century for the Jewish people in
dWestern Europe. It was the reriod vhen the bhourgeols civilization triumphed. The

power of the state was delimited :nd the rights of the individusl were estsblished

As an individual, t.hn- Jew was the egqual of his neighbor. He could hold his owh

in the economic struggle. with the World war, the world entered upon 2 new eras,
that of the Corpor:ate State where the rights of the individuel will be sharoly
circumscridbed snd vhere roups and syndic:tes rether than individusls will count,
The Jew everywhere will constitute = minority group which will be pushed and
crowded and hecmed in on all sides, The State will control and direct the
economic life of the country and the majority rucial or smational grour will
determine the policies of the State. The Jew #1111 in mo country belong to this
majority. He will have to fisht desperstely to maintzin his economic and his
political stutus everyshere in the world. To keep {rom being utterly beaten dowmm
he will have to esploy every neans of self-defense and to utilize and exploit
his powers to the utmost.

The struggle with Hitlerism, therefore at the present time, is of utmost
histuric significance for our future. It will turn out to bde either a strategic
victory or & strategic defeut of majur significance.

I cannot therefore consider the Germsn Jewish problem at the present
moment as merely one of relief. The relief problem is urgnt and serious and the

{] Jews of the world must send an adecuate messure of material relicf to the German
Jews who have been dispossessed and driven from their orofessions and occupations
or forced to flee. But the problem is far more a politicsl one and must be

attacked with politicel weanons and the strongest political weapon, when all others
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fall, is the economic boycott. It is a legitimate wesocon recognized even by the
League of Nutions which reserved the right to place a universal exmbargo upon s

recalcitrant nation guilty of vioclating the covenant of the leasgue., Nconomie

non=intercourse hes received internationsl unct.ton.> Other methods having falled

us, we are justified in resorting to economic vressure to oring the present
dictators of Germany to reason or to break their vower. They sre azenable to no
other argurcnt. Loral persussion and the public opinion of the world have moved
them mot at all, They recognize and yleld only to physical force.
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& urge = universal, persistent and rclentless bqeot.t of Nazi Germany.
\  To trade -lth’c;ﬁnw is to trade with our sworm and izmplacasble oum?{ It i

to strengthen the hands of those who wish to cestroy us.
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