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THE ESSENTI ALE CF

DY A, N, B}
£ssambly, Cctobd

lver
or 3. 1854

’

-

It is a difficult tesk to compress into & very limited
pa3ricd & di scussion of a thams es broed as th®t of Juaism. The
ask racalls & challenge made of & Cerman Faboi, whe
cam2 to him seeking tc be tauyght the whole of the law while
stocod on his feet, The Fabvi evaded 8 quandry oy sayig the t the

18 law consists in the following commanomen®: first,

n2i zhoor as thyself", and second, "Co out add study".

try teo indicate for you thie morning the four ma jor

the four etrands composite of Judaism, the
ne msin chennel of Jevish thinking., At
thes2 hemes is dominant, none at sny time

are missing from the complex 'current tht dis Judaism,

™
-

The first of thess ma jor thames is PRCPHESY, rcphesy is the
most signi ficant ad the most dminant feeture of Judai sm and is
Isracl's most significant contribution to menkind, For prophecy
or propheticiam resliz=2s = 180 the essential optimismof the race,

the ®lief in rrogre deap rooted belief tht

hims2lf to higher Bvels of thought zand action.

The proghets £lt the hand of God, and while th= message of
the prophets is o®, the styles vary, veing fuc ticons of the pereson-

aliti=e wh ich axpressed them,

"hat then, is the messege of Jew ish proyhecy? 1In the first
plac3, it has to do # ith the fundeamertel unity ¢f the universe,of
Mankind , end of Nfod, Prophecy orgenizas the world ad the universe

into one essantial unity. 1t dateete polvtheiem &nd idolstry, and
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geeks to re~lize the ultimate unificetion of menkini,ad to relate

rali gionto mere lity,

Thaet religion had a nything tode with the ; ersonal mcral con-
duct of imd ividuals did not enbr the minde of ancient men, Thus it
was st the prophete announcad what &t thet time wam emphatically
an entirely new concsept of religion---that resligion dii imwolve the
personal merél corduct of individuals, As & result of this the He-

@rew prophets were ina position to evolve he hi ghest mors 1l code of

o=

mankind, armd to mske its inflence widely felt,

Ameong the oudtanding ;rieciples of this mral cole is he prin-
ciple of sociel justice. There must be nc oppression ad neo exploi-

justice ed they speak Dr love,

v

tation., The prophets spsak [ or
"Love thy neighbor es thyself " represants din & compress=d fora
the enti re te:chigs of the Jewi sh prophets. Then there is the
principle of bmherhood, e md thirdly-(1 cen do little more than
point them out here) ther prophets were ftras fi ret to anounce the
ideagsand ide=ls of peace, No naticn shoud 1ift & svord dowards

any oher nation,

Pro, haticism, then, is the firet major tendemcy of Judsistic
thought , 2 ©d it has remained tie dominant motive downte the present
day.

The second great major theme of Judaiem is [LEGALISM, The lsw
is coceived as a method of edorcing i ds X The
law wag to be the method of training 3 BETE ! be the
method of holding the group imact. 3 the oy
wh ‘'ch the people hopad to make the | : & the
f

entire humen race, You will pt uderstand t! 0@ o

Judaism, my friems, unless youregerd the law &8 & covemant, Fre-

quently one hezrs some man say that the leggliptic aspects of
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Judaism are opposed to spirituslity. But the lew wes never & burden
pon those who respectsd the lsw, for théy came early to see it as
a disciplinary meassure 2 naole e work of thewaorld to be
carried out more effectively, ad tco them it became, therefore, &
privil=sge. Later it became possible to teech msn hop to fulfill

law through spiritual intent, following the teachigs of Jesus,

moral lew then became sufficient to ennoble mén, The grest
and vast code of minutia came leter, the legalistic heirsrlitting
thet has 8o ocbscured the principles upon wich the lews were founded,
Cnly later did the people 31 the need for fences, but this iteelf

.

wag the outcome of me nturies of persecuticn and dager,

The law,then, ie & major tndency in Jerish life, Fven amcng

Jews thera is a minimum code to which they adhere,

third me jor tendency is MYST 8, cc ioned 1 1@ vest
thought,
Mysticiam., T &em referring to the
pro found piety, to the grofound romenticisem of religionwhich we
call Mysticism, referring, for iunstence, to the wervelous psaims
by the for:sotten riters of the Midd}e sges. There is every vit as

/

much piety, mysticiem, and truth(?) in Judsism &8s in Christisnity,.

The fourth sd last me ior tendency I sh&all call NATIQWALISY,
#hich T shall d2signate a8 the will to live, It ie & view strongly
held by the Jewish race. Of course in the last anelyeis it d epends
uron one's personal peint of view, but the Jews have ever Deen
willing to adopt & rational, normsl viewpoint, Nationslem does

lism, or further edditicnel idess of group

. Trhe furtherment of this ideal in leresel mezft naticnal

restoration and unity sgainst common foes., It was not & compelled,

an arrogent nationalism, i t was in no way comnected with exploitation,




The will to Live arong the Judeists

was 8¢ stvrong that in me evelved a netion of servents of

e

God, true followers of the M: : The underlying idez of thi
Jerish nations lisic concept ion is that the nstion does not exist

itelf, out that the individu

Juaistic conception,

These, my friends, ars the four mejor tendencies in Judai sm,
At times, 88 I have s&id esrlier, one, two or three of trese four

19 »

pradominate, Not one of them is ever entire.y miseing., These are
the four stramd s which time has woveninto the comjplex pattz=rn

#h chwe xnow today as Judaisnm,






