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Labor's Great Role 
Palestine • 

1n 

By R abbi A bba H illel S ilver, of C leveland, O hio. 

During my abbatical year I spent 

a good deal of time In and about 

Pal tine. Thi' wa my third visit 

to the country .. Iy first ·visit l'l,as 

in 1!119. shortly a!ter th ,vorld 

\\"ar. Palestine then wa till un­

ll{fr military cupation. It was 

th n a v ry empty ancl desolate 

<'Ountry. Her and there you could 

see a Jew! h settl ment or colony, 

but It was no more than some of 

those Clowers which you see grow­

ing up among the debrl of ruins. 

Th country 1 1-owed Yery little 

promi"e of "rent thing-><. 

)Cy second visit to Palestln was 

in 19:!i. The <'OUnll'Y h: d ,l \'l•lo11ed 

a reat deal during those eight 

y ars. New settlements and colonies 

had been establh,h d . Tel Aviv had 

become a city of re pectable size 

• nd imp rtanc . Industr ies were 

,-prlnging up and expand i ng. Never­

theless I felt then that all about 

Palestine the1·e wa,- >'till tlw air of 

;.omethlng experim ntal and ten­

tatln~. ne did not have the f eilng 

of per1~ 11ence about the whole 

project. To be sure there was ome­

thlng definitely in the making, b u t 

one did not know whether the pro­

<'e11s would not sooner or later break 

,town. 

This y at· that f ling or uncer­

tainty I Ct me th minute I got Into 

th <'ountry. The country had made 

.·uch marvelous strides in thes five 

or six years. Its development was 

liolh intensive and xtensLve. 

Orie had the feeling that the 

plant had flnally sent its roots 

tle p down into the soil and 

that It had become a sturdy plant 

which w ould be abl to withstand 

almost any storm which might 

sweep o\·er it. Jewi,;h s ltl ments 

had multipli d to a r markable de­

g1·e . Trade. Industry and commerce 

had expanded. Hom building had 

inneal'ed. Ail the communlty and 

l'Ocial agende. whi h go to make 

11p a p rman nt and stable commun­

lt~· ,had de\'elopecl to a rPm:trlrnhlA 
,: I;''" . Uo:l••tt-11 J!t:ll no 1!!33 <'IOHe 

on lo I :!5,000 J "'" hatl com\.' and 
'-ettletl in the country. 

\Yhat particularly impres:; \I me 

wa th ,;plrlt or confidence that 

on encountered verywhere. Thi s 

l'Onfidence was t1·aceabi to many 

eau. es. First of all, and most evi­

llPnt. of cuurs , wai, the fact that 

the country wa prosperou>'. This 

fuf't hai, alr ady been dw'll u 1wn 

l'O often that I need not Jaborate 

nn it now. The r st o( the world 

wai< passing through tPrt•ific econ­

omlr tribulations. The most Jlower­

rul and prosperous count1·ies had 
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gone clown into a dile'astrous econ­

omi de line. Litt! ral stine was 

holding its own. There were no 

bankruptcies, bank failures 01· un­

Pmployment. Go\·ernment Cinances 

w r sound. J t t1 as rortumtte for 

Palestine that it had never been 

O\'er-capitallzed or over-industria­

lize-cl . 

Palestine was hPginning to enjoy 

th ons quences of fh•e major dev­

elopments which had taken place 

In the counti·y in the last t n y ars. 

The flr;;t of these was the comple­

tion of the RuthenbeL'g Proje<'t for 

the hydr·o-ele trifi ation of the .Jor­

dan . 'l'hat project, which seemed 

tu b more or less of a fable for 

nearly a clecade in Zionist and Jew­

ish circles, had finally be ome a 

1·eallty of steel and conc1·ete. It was 

finish d, actually built, and it ls 

now giving el ctric power at low 

rates to practically two-thirds of 

Palestine. 

The second development which 

contributed to this , pirlt or onfi­

dence i n the country was the highly 

successfu l development of the citrus 

Industry, particularly the orange 

industry, in the c untry, Pal stlne 

was hecoming an export 1· of no 

m an proportions or oranges. This 

was bringing apltal into the coun­

try. Heretofore the capital which 

had ome into the country was 

largely either by way of contrlbu­

t ions or by way of inve,atments of 

private indi vicluais. Here w:u; ca­

pital oming into the counu·y on 

the basis of what lhe countr·y was 

riroclu{'ing. The citrus industry is 

tlevelopi ng so rapidly that It is ex­

p C'ted that in 1936 Pale ·tin will 

be able to expo1·t some eight 01· ten 

million ('1·ates of 01·anges 10 the 

n1rious mark ts in Eu1·op1> and I>< -

where. 

The third major cl ,·elopnwnt \\'a" 

the df'\' lopment of the chemical 

1·esoun·es or the D ad Sea. A small 

town ha" grown up around the Dead 

now em11lo~- d in t•x rncting som 

of th almo,-t limit! ss rich potash 

from th acl a. That potash is 

now \wing s !cl in the markets of 

the world. It is po ·slbl that this 

111 ay prove to be one of the 1·ichest 

sou1·ces of in<'ome for Palestine in 

thP future. 

The fourth proj ct. which was 

b ing mployeil while L was there. 

nncl is now completed, was th Haifa 

harbor. The Haifa harbol' is now 

ne o( the two 01· th1•ef> finest har­

bors on the :\ledilerrnnean . It i" fast 

becoming the point f xport and 

import not merely for Pale tine and 

for parts or S)Tia , but for the en­

tire hinterland, fol' )lesopotamla, 

for the lt·aq. Haifa promise,; to be­

come the great infiustl'ial center or 

Palestine. 

The la;;t of lhe fh·e majm· dev­

elopments which contributed to this 

upbull<ling of the morale of the peo­

plf' and to stimulating the hopeful­

ness that one . nse, everywhere in 

the country, Is the com1iletl n of 

the pl Pe- line which I. to al'l'y oil 

from Mosul to th ,shores or the 

:\Cedilerranean. Twelve hundred 

miles of J)ipes ha\'e b en laid right 

acros,; th de,s rt, and one of the 

two terminal point of that pipe­

line is Haifa. Already one sees huge 

tanks on th outskirts of Haifa 

where thi>< ii Is to be ,;tared for 

ultlmat exportation. 

F'ol' a small country like Pale tine 

l'h·e of such major ent rprlses, com ­

pleted within the "pace of less than 

a ll C'acle. ar enough to s nd a. cur­

rent of hope, and with it renewed 

initiative and nterprise thr ugh 

the whole onomic life or the coun­

try. 

.\nulhcr rea,.:on fn1· lhi:,; ,;pirit of 

eunflden<'e to my mincl I . thb-and 

thl, bring m to the subject upon 

whiC'h T want lo dwell-a r aiizntion 

that th et·onun1k fountlatiuns whi ch 

hav ht•en laid in Pale tin a1· tru 

and -<ountl foundalion", that th 

Peunomit: sup<'1·~t,·uclure of th 

<·ount1·y i:: g-1·ount1Pt.1 in l't:'-al thing~ 

built not upon th .,e faet:,; of eco­

nomie life whll'h a1· durahl . 

The labor group in Palestine to 

my mind i • largely re ponslble for 

lhli; ract. J had C' , :-ion to ob-, l'\'e 

quite <'iosely the numerous fa tions 

:111<1 g1·ouplngs in Pale ·tinian J wry, 

I h old settlers and th n w, the 

,voung and th old. I wa:e p l'suad d 

from my <'lose ohs n:ation of m n 
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a nd movements in Palestln that 

the labor group repre ents today 

th mo t sournl, the most thought­

rul, lh most Ponstructi,·e, a nd If I 

<la1·e say it, the most consen·ative 

Plement in thf' PaJe,.tinian popula­

tion. Th y ha,·e real leader,- among 

1hem both in the politi al and in the 

anomic fiel<ls. The~• know what 

they are about. ThPY :ire facing 

1 heir problems pragma li ally, intel­

ligently ancl C'Ourageously. 

Let me illu><trat what I mean. 

You are all acquainte<l with the 

Al'ab problem ln Pale,stine. Recently 

w had som \' 1·y s rious riots in 

I 'alestin . Tlwy \\'e l' not the first 

,·iots. They :U'<' J)robably not the 

last. N'ow. th A1·ab problem as you 

well know ix a Yery >-erious one in 

the <'ountry. lt Pannot be lightly 

hrush d asid . There is a large 

Arab population. at fll'esent the do­

minant majo1·ity in th country, 

which for on r ason 01· another has 

he n agitat d. instigat d and arou­

xecl, and whlC'h i1< being manlpu -

lated !Jy the small grouJ) or ve1·y 

<·I v 1·. politicall.v-minded Arab iead­

f'rs who ar trained in all th tl'icks 

of European propaganda methods 

and who al,.;o kno,v what tlwy an' 
about. 

The .Jewish labor group In Pales­

tine i>< fac-ing the Arab problem 

forthrightly :ind squal' Jy. It is not 

hllnking the issue. 1t is not ignoring 

it. Tt refm,es to mef't the situation 

hy any theat1·il'al grand,-tand alti­

tud by any hPllir'o;ae ge,-ture>-. by 

an~• efroi·t to shout down the oi,po­

sltlon 01· to outJ)lay th 111 in the 

g-ame of 111·opaga ncla. lo1owing full 

well that these taC'tif':- cannot suC'• 

c· ed. 'rhe~· ha \'e adopted a long-

1·a nge program of rapprochf'mPnt, fl 

program of c op ration with the 

Arabs. fully aware that for the time 

heing that progrnm i" ,•f'ry difficult 

or realization. They are determined 

to work with th Arah, an<l nut 

against him. Th y are n• onci!ed 

lo the fa t that th Arab is going 

to remain in alestine ancl will rur 

.,· r:u·,a and generation~ to com be 

1111 important eh,nwnt in the l'ale:-<-

1 ini11n pop11latlon. 

A~ a n1()al1f.; nf (•lt,:--t·I~· app1·uaehing 

the A1·ab and c•stahli,.:hing a basi11 

nf 1·oup 1·atiun with him t•n the 
pll'n< .-,r r.-.,, ;nnu 1~ 1,0 1· iub., '--, .. :,, 

tlH'Y urC' C'ntlea\'oring to raise the 

>-tancla1· c1 o( the Arab workingman. 

They a1·e encouraging the union­

iz:ition of th Arabs, b cause th y 

helie\'e that a,.: the .-\1·ab rises in 

the eC'onomic >-Cale. a>< lw hecomes 

n1t11'f' literate a nd 11101· Intelligent 

in an conomif' st'n ><. he will n•alize 

1hat the Int r ,at of .l f' \\' ish labor 

and the interest of Arnh labol' n,·e 

not Hntithetical. hut that both na­

tional labor ~rnups ran <'o-ope1·ate 

in th <'ommon ta~k for mutua I be-

1wfit and l'or th,- 11plrnilclinl! uf the 

C'Otllltl'y, 

:\'ow. if there i;; an.,· other ;;olu-

• lion for the A1·ab prol.tlem. I for 

one. frankly do not know of it. 

Th 1· i" no way of ,lrl \"Ing them 

Into the <lesPrt. 'rlll're 1,.. cPnainly 

no way today of red ucing that pop-

11latlon to the le\· I o( f utla.l ,.;el'fs 

10 se1·\·e the intere~t of a dominant 

.I C' wish group .. 'ot only, can w not 

ouri<elye,; pen,1it any :-uch immoral 

exploi tation of a people but it sim-

111~· <'annot be done. 

There I>< another >'ultjPC't on 

whit-Ir the labor gl'oup in Pal stine 

has h en >'Otincl le,· I-headed, and 

that i>< th ,.:uhjeet of th .J wi sh 

i-:tate in Palestine. •rhe working 

!,TOUJl in Pal<'JStin . like all Plas!'ic 

7.iuni,-ts. a1•f> maximum natl naii>'t,.; . 

They ha\. not ,su1·1·entlf'l'ed the 

ldrai of a .Jt' \\' l><h :--tale in I 'ales ­

tine. But they I' alize a,- ail people 

who are engaged in th business 

of praeti al state-C'raft r nllze, that 

no ><tat i:- built in a. day. They are 

not hlatant about theil· ultimat oh­

j Cti\'rs. th y are not irritant about 

them, the~· tlo not (ling th 111 in 

the fa<'e of th . .\1·ah>', . \l pres\' llt 

tht>y a1· not s much <'onc-ernt>,l 

with ultimat obJecti\' " a-. they 

::u-e with their J>resent ,1 tailed 

right,; in the c•ountry under the 

term;; of the niandatr. Th y iir,.;t 

\\'a11t to sink the root,.; or ,Jewi,;h 

liff' deep r and d Pp r in the coun­

t1·y. Th Y know that they mu;;t ha,· 

a rn·epo11tl e1·a 1,tly large J \\'i,,h ma­

jority in th counu-y hefon:> th 

question o( th J c>wi,sh ~ta te {'an 

h sntisfacto1·ily ,.ettled . 

They lrn\' b en <' l'iticiz,·11 fo1· it 

Th extrem R'e\'hloni:-st g1·oup ha.s 

tau nted them with the Phan\' that 

they are tim -,; 1·1·pr,: an,! opportu­

nist;;. It ls ,.o <'omfonable. a ntl it 
gives on Ruch a warm glow of 

altati n wh n on f 1,.. that inn 1· 

he Is more "patriotic" than the 

J EW! H 

other fellow, that his program ls 

more extreme and "courageous" 

than that of th othet· fellow. But 

the labo1· leaders of 1 a l :-tine who 

are respon,;lbl fo1· th upbuilcling 

work of th country cannot afford 

this self-indulgence. They a1· con­

front d with the day-by-day pe1·­

pl xing an<l difficult prob! m of 

ronstructlon and building, and they 

nre determ in ct not to be cle\'iatecl 

from their ta;;k or upbullding hy 
,1ny clramati maneu\·ers whl h are 

fruitless and \\'hkh may prove dan­
gerous. 

Th so t wu facts alon . tlwir at ti­

t ucle towards the A1·abs and th ir 

attitude low a rd,; the problem of the 

:-!11 lion al ~ta le In Pa Jestine. h:i ,·e 

gi\'en to the whole lltl\H1ildi11g wo1·k 

in l'alC's tin a CC'l"tain practical ce1·­

titt1clP which it would not ha\'e it' 

1he politics of th cou nt1·y we,· In 

the hands or ii'!' ,.:ponslble and 1 1-

lig rent polit1cians. 

Another r:wto1· whfeh the Labrn· 

!'arty has stress d in Palestin . ancl 

which particularly at this hou1· is 

of utmost lm1Jo1·tance. has been l he 

idPa or self-wo1·I,. Palestine mu><t 

he built up by Jewish labor, not 

merely by Jewish capital. Clas!'<lcal 

Zionism aimed at this. If you re all 

the history of the Zionist mo\'ement, 

you will remember that it was as 

much aimed at 1·econslructing t lw 

C'conomic llf of the .Jew as it wa,­

at establishing a Jewish homeland 

in Paiestln . C lassic Zionism was 

an effort t 1•e,;tol'e an economic 

balance in .l ewish life. to 1· <'tify 

the frightful maladjustm nt whieh 

the Galuth had fo1·ced upon the co­

llOll'li<' life f the .Jewish J eopl -

th(' overf'rowcling in the middle 

cla,-s, in business and in the p1·0-

fesslons, the sad conditions which 

:u•e l'f'sJ)onsible Co1· so much of th 

111·Psent tragedy of German J ewry. 

You will recall that one or th!> 

mo,;t damaging and in(uria ting :, 1·­

guments which the Xazi>< u;:pcl in 

the last fourl en yean; of theii· pro­

Jlagancla again><t thP ,J w ,,·a>< just 

lltfs: that th J w is an ex1Jloiter, 

the .Jpw li\'('H orr the lalJ01·, or other 

Jl<'OJ)IP. Jlo1v man~· .T wbh fal'lllt'l'H 

ha\' w c in C:f'1•many '! How many 

,!Pwish a1·tis'111;.'' How 111HIIY skilll'd 

ill1 11 unskiJlt•cl .h-" vi~h lahon r~ ha\"P 

_. fn r: ernu uy. nut s, c 1 10 \ 1n ny 

.JC'~' ish hanker><, mer hant,; and 

1irofessiona I peo1lle ! ( l'o111·x we 
know that there a.1· historical t·ca­

sons for it. But a hi,stm·i<'al rea,-:on 

Is an explanation, not a soh1tion. 

The clas><i thinker· of the Zionist 

:'l[ovement conC'Ph·ed a,; onf' of th<> 

great obje tlves of Zioni sm the 1101·-

malizing of the onomlc Jif f th 

.Tew once h is sl'ttlecl in hi,; own 

homeland. :\Jany .Jews tlrnt go 

thi,-.. Th y into Paiestln forget 

bring a liUie ea11irui with them 

and sta1·t a 1,u,-lnes,-, an<l 

are not particulal'ly cal'e(ul 

rr they t>mp lo~· .Je \\'s 01· 

th ~­

wh th­

. \rahs, 

~Ian.,· would p1·ef{'1· 

th<- Arab because 

lo ,' mploy 

he 1·epr -

>Pills C'llPaJ I' lahor. There i,; t llllS 

the dange1· that in th "' eou1·,-e or 

time we \1·oulrl ha\·e in l'alestin 

a11 immigrant .Jewi>-h gr up, la1·g ly 

lwlonging to the hourgeoi,- cla;;,;, 

li\'lng off and exploiting a \\'O rlcing 

peasant and proleta1·ian Arnb group. 

That would hesmlrch ou 1· whole 

noble enterprl~ ln Paie,-tine. That 

\\Ouid make us an object of just 

rri tlcl,;m and C'ontempt throughout 

the world . l'ale,;t ine would become 

1he ela,ssic example in the sight or 

the whole wo1·1 c1 of th fatal ex­

ploiting pro linue,- of the .Jewish 
peopl . 

'l'he labor g1·oup in l'alf':stine ha>< 

hl'Pn keen!)· a ware or thb 1langer 

and, theref re. fundamental to lt,s 

1,h!losophy b, that l 'al stlne, .Jewish 

l'lllestine. shall b built up b~• Je\\'­

ish labor from the ground up. 

l'IPa e r member that if there is 

nnY lesson \\'hi h ha,; come out or 

the last ten or fifteen years of eco­

nomi<' unr st In th w rill. It is 

that the ultimate and rinal ,·er<lif'l 

in lhp life of a nation lie with the 

people who lh·e on th soil and who 

work with theh• hand><. The futu1· 

hC'long-,s lo them. rr in l'alestin 

w e are not :-trongl~· entren<'hed as 

till•'r" or the .·o il and a>< wo1·kers 

in in,lust1·y, we will ,ahare th fate 

of al] exploiting eupitalistie groups 
111 the world. 

:,;elr-work, then is a g1·eat 1win­

ciplP Of the J wish lahor gl'OUJ) in 

l'ale.·tin . I ha\·e seen th Jewi,-h 

worker in I ali>stine and thel'e i:s 

,om thing \'ery fine and uplifting 

aholll him. I do not mean to wax 

1 omanur. A II work is nolJle and all 

workers a1·e enn bled hy it. But 

there Is a tlistinc tl\' n "" al out th 

Jpwi~h workingman In Paie,stin . 

Hi s social level is high. llis cultural 

le\'el is high. He is literate, he Is 

well read, many of them are well 

ducatecl. ~ome or them ha\'e had 

u11ive1·sily training. Their minds are 

open to ev rythlng that is going 

on in the world. You sit around 

with them in some ch•cJe aete1· th 

day's work and talk with them. 

l have been to very few ch·cles In 

Cleveland that wer a,; Int r sting 

:incl as stimulating. They ha\·e read 

the fin st In the wo1·Icl's literature. 

Th y are at home in e<'onomic;; 

and sociology. :\Jany of them have 

thought out for th mseh·es a clea1· 

philosophy of life. It is challenging 

to come up with a group like that. 

In a way, it i,s humbling. 

Out of this principl of self-work 

which J wish labor i" st1·es;;ing ln 

I 'alesline has come th other- I 

ought not l call it a principle. I 

should rathel' call it a n cesslty­

namely, the insist n on the m­

ployment of J wl h labo1· by Jews. 

The Jewish employer is asked to 

employ .Jewish labor and not Arab 

labor, not b cause o( any hostility 

to the Arabs. hut hP<'ause in Pal ­

t ><tine and ai·ound Pai ,;tine therc- is 

a very great r :- n•oh' o( cheat) 

Arab labor. Theil· :-tantlard or living 

is ver~· low. The .Jewish working­

man annot <'Omp l with them on 

that le\'ei. He and his family annot 

live on thre 01· four piastet·s a clay, 

The Jewish em ploye1·--and the Jew­

ish employp1• is no different from 

all other empioye1·><- wili buy his 

labor in th chea1iest marl,et. If he 

is permitted to choose as b tw en 

Arab and J wbh labor. h will , with 

a few ou ts tanding exe plions, em­

ploy as a matt r or <'om·se Arab 

labo1·. J wi,-:h labor will prug1·ess­

i\•eiy be stur\'ed out. There \Yill be 

no .Jewish labo1· in Palestine. 'I'here 

will be no self-wo1·k in th upbuild­

ing of the country, 

Lastly, .Jewi,;h iahor has tl'i d to 

emphasize the impo1·tanc of co­

op rati\'e enterpri,; in the country, 

o( ><O<'ia I en l rprise. That ought not 

to h t•f>garded today as ,·ery stn1·t­

ling and radiC'al. The whole world 

i:s mo\·ing in that llil'e<'tion . The 

,la y of u m·e,-u•icted com pet I li\' in -

1li\·ictuali.~111 i,a cl1·awing fast to a 

,·lo:-tP. l •:,·( 1 n in :--uc·h a :,,;tai<l an,1 ('on­

·t..·t·vu.t!vP kn.d '"s ou1·~ ,\ u a1 e, Ue­

i.:-inning to X]) t·iment with tlw id a 

of eontrolled indust1-y, which ln­

PvitahJ.v )pad s t,, :-un1P fo1· 1l or :,:;o­

cia lizetl industry. 

I n IPale><line J e \\'i><h labor has 

nwilnained that 1·atht' r than first 

build up a. capitalixt so<'it>ty with all 

its inherent \\'ealowss a n,1 ,·iJ,-, a nd 

then be <'omp lied. in >'llffe!'ing and 

><l ruggle, to 1·e \'amµ or deslroy it 

nnd to build upon It,; ruinx a sof'ia­

lizP<I state. it is wi,-:e1· to ,start now, 

in a new <·ountt·y wlwre one <loes 

not ha \'e to ti >'ll'OY he fore on an 

build. 1'1'0111 tlw roundations and 

liuil<l u1 >-<Jlllt' kind of :sa tbfying 

<'O pei·ali,·e ><ol'ial an ,1 t•conomi<' 

Ii ft>. 

On a small s<'Hlf', the.\· have ai-

1·eacly clone it. The~· ha \'e done It, 

not as It wa s done in Russia, 

through th expropriation of the 

properties of other people and 

th1·ough blood and t 1To1·. They ha\·e 

clone it through thefr own f!orts 

and with ea pita I \\' hi h th y them -

seh·es or friend and "ympathlzen; 

the world over ha\'e provldecl. There 

are now some ,·ery fine model J w ­

l>'h eolonles in Palestine whe1· the 

old p1·ophetic ide:il of a human 

~oclety ha" heen corporatf'cl. o­

opera tl\' groups of on type m· 

another exist wh ere lahor ancl re­

sou r ces and enthusla. ms ha\' b n 

pooled without acrifll'lng lncll\'iclu­

ft ii ty or 1ien,onal freedom. 

I don't know wh r el><e in the 

world today this type of blood I . s 

and \'Oluntary experlm nt in socia­

lized community life i,; going on. In 

thb sens Pale1Stine i" b coming 

:L sort of 111·0, ·ing i;:n,und fo1· man -

I; ind a la hor:i tory for the p a efu I 

,·ooperali\' 

morrow. 

l'OllllllOJl\\'t'alll1 or to-

April 6, 19 + 

li'or th ,-e I' a!'-OllS, I believr th 

labor group in Palestln r p1· s nt . 

the sounde"t. th most constt·uctiv , 

the most con,- r\'atlve and the most 

promising el ment In Palestin . 

r met !'-om of their lead r,-, 

11mong th 111 the unforgettable and 

much lamented Arlosoroff. Truly 

a r markable man. I was with him 

the night before h left for Rerlln. 

The next I heard of him was that 

he had b n ai>. a. sinated. Al'loso-

1· ff r presented the high type of 

\Vestern European Je\\'1-he had 

been educated in "\Vestern Em·o1iean 

ways of thought-and at the sam 

time he repr F nt d the fin st tra­

rlltions and th highest ideals of li>­

ra.el. He was a man of keen men -

tality. H under tood not onh· 

movement,-; and abstract ideas, but 

what is ln(lnit Jy more important, 

he un<ler>"too<l ll op! . That is why 

he was chosen to be tho heacl of 

the Politiral D<'partment of the Zio­

nist Execu ti\·e in Palestine. H 

made fri nds for the mo\'ement 

among the Brltb,h officials. H 
made friend>' among the important 

sections or thi, Palestinian popula­

tion. H wa,- ,-tru k down in the 

midst of hi:e youth and his career. 

rt is a tragic loss to the mo\'emenc 

to Paiestin and to Israel. 

I met many other of the leaderl' 

of tlw labor <:croup and the.,· in­

creased still mor my confidence In 

thi;:, grou11. in whose hands. the 

fortune" of Pa le,tine today rest. 

Let m e ('(o,;e with another ski,, 

of the pi ture. For one reason 01· 

another tlw labor group has not 

1 een ahi to captu1· the im glna­

tion of Jar 

uf Palestin . The youth of Pale,;tin . 

at lea,st the mo,:t YO al s c ion of it. 

lends \·e1-y decidedly to the extrem, 

!'ight, ju,:t as th<> youth of many 

of the ountrif'x of Europe. 'l'he,­

young fl 011! lik th ii' Ziomsm in 

uniform,.,, Th y like the ma1·Ual 

ways o( party lif P. Th y ll'P <'a t) · 

tivatecl hy demands for an imme­

,lfa te maximum program even i( l1 

<'an achie\'l• I "" than th mmimum. 

r su11po><e the rPason (or his 1.., 

that thP s ciaii,:n of toda>· ls no 

long 1· a mo,· nwnt o( darlni:; allll 

,Jang r that it was a gPnPration 

a go, A i,:,•n(•ra lion ago S1Jda li><m 

repr senterl th ultimate ,,xtrt>me t,l 

the Imagination of youn,_- J)l'opl, 

Th danger whid1 is in\" 11\ Pd in 

,, ·ing identifild with an l'Xll'PllW 

movement f'nkindl ,I their r,itlr 111d 

facinated th m. 

Th re a1·e today t>xtremes lwy,>1HI 

~ocialism . On Lill' o ne hand, Com­

munism un<l. on tho other hand. 

Fascism . :-:0C'i11ii-m ha,i bec-ome nwr,, 

or 1 ss a C'on-..,~r,·ativ m •J V tn,,nt 

like <le111oer:t<'Y and liberalism. t ·11-

fortunatel~·. today democt'"tPr an,! 

libe1·ali><111 c>nnnut ,•a1>tu1·e th in1a­

ginalion of )'(lllllA' ()l'O()I(>, That (,­

one 1·ea:son f 1· t hp defeat t' dPmo­

eraC'y and lilJ1-rnl i~111 in many par1,­

nf the w orld. 

H ow to g.-t around th!, in l'al­

r,;tin<', I don't know, any rnor,• than 

r know how \\' t !'an g t 

in this coun1ry aroused 

ho youth 

o 1. high 

pitch of d,•\·ution and enthusia,-111 

for tho,;e cl mocratic and liberal 

Ideals, whirh :i gf'nPration or t\\'n 

ago w r abl' to :- t fire lo nation 

and 1·ai,.: it tu a high pitch of ~a­

•l'iflc . That is on of h gr at 

pl'Obl ms in Pal .·tine. The excessiv 

anlm· of 'l'<'t iun,.: of l'alf'stinian youth 

has l cl t rlou - riots. I u ppost· 

directly and lndlr tly it wt. r ,,_ 

J)Clll><ihle for th 

.\ rlo:so1·off. 

a~sassina ion n( 

i'erhap,.: :,,- th• mood oi tho al-!,• 

,•hangp,- , a,- Ii( become.; iitth 

lllOl'e qui t and ,f>ttl d, th,>,; PX-

11'"111e llllJ\ f'lllPnt,; will disappear ot 

tlwm,.,.Jn••. and th sol~ con:-<­

tn1f'!h•f> tt>IHlf'll('IPS will again gain 

a~,• ndenc•y In human life: nd Pal­

p,-;tlnl' 0 >< youth 1,io will a~1ln rall.,· 

10 thPm. 
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