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FROM THR ALDRESS DRLIVIRED BY DR, ASBA HILLEL SILVE:N AT THE AEETING OF
THE CLEVELAND ZIGHIST SOCIETY ON MAY 28, 1930

My attitude on the subject of Labor Zionism 1s, I hope known to you through
ny address before the Lea ue Tor lLabor Falestine delivered here in Cleveland in
Rovember, 1933, my editorisl in the Jewl:h Iaily Bulletin of September 30, 1934
*Boom Days in Zione-eAnd After®, and my sponsoring of the "Statement R-gurding Labor
Palestine” signed by tue 240 Reform Rabbis in this coumutry,

In my editoriacl I sought to remind American Zionists of the Frogram of
Reconstruction for Palestine which the Azerican Zionist Organization udopted in 1918
and which, as far as essentiauls are coacerned, is in consonance with tue social
program of the Histadruth., 1 cazlled upon the Zioniet Organization of Ameriea "to
align iteelf with those forces in Palestine which are struggling to materialize
those soeial and economic ideals which Americun Zionists once re .rded as the very
heart of the Zionist movement,"

It is my conviection thot Falestine Labor should be zgiven every form of
cooperation in its e'forts to estublish a Ju 't soolal or er in Palestine and to
protect Jewi.sh Labor in the cities and on the land against all forms of exploitation.

Nevertheless, I do not believe th.t either Zionism or Pale tine would be
benefited by the elimin.tion or the eclipse of the party of General Zionists. Oup

.

movenent, particularly at this tinme of tense inner conflict andsharply accentuated

partisan teandencies, requires a salance wheel to uve it from thro.ﬁ‘nwand factionalism,

A vigorous center party of General Zionists, itself active in prosecuting the $otal
program of Zioanism, would be im a position to prescribe the maln course for Zioaism in
the future and to hold the movement to that course, It may fiund it necessary at times
to veer to the right, at other times to the left, as conditions reguire, but at no
time $0 allow the moversnt to be perm neatly detoured into a party byesay. A strong
General Zionist Party at the Worli Congress is the sures$ gusrantee that our movemen$
will retaln its classic,comprehensive "aational® rather tuian party character, as

well ag its total Zioalat ideology.




-

It is not evea to the permanent advantuge of Labar Palestine to have a
weak General Zioniet Paurty ot the Congress. If the Zionist movement ever became
identical ia tie minds of world Jewry with a left party moveceut, it would lose
mach of the confidence and sa vort of thut large section of our people which does
a0t wish t0 subscribe to th t ecomomic platform.

The rift which has developed in the World Zionist Movement and the secession
of the Nevisionists makes it doubly imperative, 1f any attempts at restoring
harmony are to be made, to ha-e@ a dominant General Zionist Farty at the Congress,
It alone could schieve such an objective. That such attempts should be made, is
to my mind, indlsputable aud imperative, if our world movement is not/be fraogasentized,
broken wp iuto mumerous ladependent, nostile and rival politics) units which will
render all effective political work in behalf of Palestine nigh impossible and
which will make Zlonl § propaganda in the diaspora extremely di““icult.

Had the Zioni:t Organizatlion of America not adopted the Congress plutfomm

which 1t did, it would not have merited the confidence of American Ziouists and

would not have Justified Ziomists $o vote for its Delegution to the Nineteeath
forld Zieulst Congress, But it 4id sdopt a platform which reflects the spirit
of the rrograam of 1918 as well as the best traditions of our movement, and therefore
can and should be heartily endorsed by every liberal aund progsressive Zionist in

the movement.






