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Becanae loges Malmonides was a man of };mtua. peloaging to the breed of

the world's supernen, he is, ia a sease, above ruge, Nevertheless, there are
visible in his way of life, as well ag in the puttern of his thought certain

broad distinetive contouwre wiich we lice %0 associcte with classic Jewlon quality.
Halnonides is for us the consummate Jew, the comrehensive sple product of

Jewish life ut 1%s best. His Shoughteworld i o unique blendiag of reason, falth
and moral vessloa. Clewr, inclieive, methodieal thlnking, a high aad exulted

faith, sud o prophetic esurnsathess fiand in him that ualty after shich Jewish

thought has consistently aspired. dalmonides is nmot o mutionallist exclusively, or

a pletlist, or « legaliet, or a moralist, e ia a gynthesis of all of these, He

is ot an obscurantist sho suerifices resson to blind Talth, Heither is he o rations
allist sho rejects everything thet reason cunnot grusps Nor ie he 4 moral sentimentelist
who bullds hie world oa uncritie:l wish felfillsents. le ennloye maa's highest
intellectual sca’folding to reach the Sowerin: battlemeats of falth, lie uses both
recson and “aith for the foundations of hls ethlenl asystems All of which is the
sovere.gn way of Jewish thoughSe

One aleo fiande in the man .imself, ia his persomal churacter and temperament
qualities which we are inclined to consider essentially though not exclusively
Jewigh -~ calm, patient wisdon, a reverence for all 1ife, & pragnatic idealisn,
finmess plus forve .rance, Justice and cuurity == th .t golden mean which is quite
as much Hebrale us it i» Helleaiec,.

The Jews of his duy sensed all Shis in Moses Malmonides. They saw in him
the “Light of the "xile.® Jews from &ll parts of the world turned %o him in thelr
perplexitios for counsel aad muidance. Their sound instiunet led them to recognise
in him the lea'er wio emld be trusted Decuuse of his inovledge, s.gaelty and
integrity %o guide theam aright in zll their 4ifficulties.
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Those wers trying times for Jer.el, both im tie West aund in the
Sast, ia Christion ae well as in dohsoowdan lands, It was the century of the
Cruscders who paved for thenselves a bloody corrider of Jewish martyrs on thelr
way to the lioly Land, and of the Almchades, the Tanatical Hohassedan Puriton
pect which gave men the cholce of the Xoran, szile or death,

in Shove dark duye of fear, pereecution, forced comnversions and
exile, Jowish coomunitics turned %o Jaimonides, He croffered them the mellowed

wisdom of o soge and the otyong falth of & mu. of God. ¥ith caln, considerate

Judgnent, at times with fatherly admonition he instructed, forevarned, comforted

and cheered then in thelir tribulstl nse
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