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Radio Broadc-, st by Rab i Silver on February • 2, 1935 

All authentic bio b.phies o G~ r e • shi t n , ve laid th~ rP·t st 

e sis u_ on is C r ctr. It t ' .. ch r ct ., r Ge r e hi ch . 

proved to 8 t l8 v luti ' 
• <' .s l s t e 

• ti n t Pt r. ~e• ~l i-ved i 1· m P.V • did n t C 1 to _th r elieve 

in the .. v·~volu tion. 

,as in t , s n t t e r ect i c. 111 le 1 . n ch o~ ult r l illd 

gr teful tr dition o m:Jrt 1 • 1 is. th re force 

of r ctr out li th· t cad nen el eve i i m. Te e11~ ed in 1s 

sound, r~ctic· l ju ~nt. They b i vcd • is m r · 1 • n iritu, 1 1nte rity . 

'l'hey 

in i 

ll i c C ur· e. T] f>Y 11 ved in... 1 :, lty. T ey 1·ev d 

d c 

Cou.r e 

mu->t n t 

i ently follo,e 

id al, on ve.· i ht, or o t 

i • 

ity of this ~-n. Yu 

l r s t tion of 

c· s o t. e ... ev 1 t ion 

a r:a. unit u Jple DY.i risi i th ir ower • i 1 t ri ti h tyr iny. t i 

c· oe '\.t.rt .. • :~r J a t e t t • T .. r 1 ted sor.11a even lon , r . se , en 
" 

d ·'C. • rt- r It which o l y on third o th 

ric 11 p ... , r .. lly .;anted, a o ... tly t l r ... eopl Th ul .. ,r t e . • ... 

prop rtJ 0 er r _ L ya.11:·ts , On _ed t u d f t em fl d 

their z... "tive coloni s c u ..: e t e or not i with the ~v lut.1o . 

It ot un t cl pscpl ·1.t . tere t p V lu ion. 'cshin t n• nay nAver 

num ere, m t ,l o e ? ._.5, 000 • wt t 18 cl e r, - th · r ne did not 

have mor 6000 s::lldior in hi" arm:,. in thPse s ven lon his 

en r f· uently lthout clothin f od d u rly l,ay ithout ney. 

V .. lley ore not the oh17 dar h ur o the evolution. Th r w re 

IDaD¥ hour n the .ev lutio1 aeerned be doo ed. It was the tremendous 



cour e of this 1 sin ton th t c rr· d tie R volutio t.nro to v1ct ry. 

'" si i ~t n ifested t • e c ura0 e fter t e voluti n. Her , in. 

y u mu t not th t • t · th t evict r y the ev l utio • forces in 1783 

\he erica.n tion s run, · sit r, full- r n, ·r th row of hit ry. 

r ot a t t .. 11. .Another six r sev n h a t- re i 1 r s • d t o _p· s b ore the 

Constitution s fin lly u t d t d t lly t abli h d. Tn y e 

y ars o jPalousy, dissensi n • ci tru le t 1e t t s, P,,.rs of f !'fully 

depreci ted currency, nd o econ mi . collapse. t e ·~1n y -, r ich .urope 

e rienced ·fter the orld · r. 

Thro th e er it · cal y rs • n tar t y 

of thP Unit d St t - s, i iloted f 

shipwreck sa.felJ ~ d ~te dily. l s n 

firm end coura reious 1 -der ip t r · c· n t i n 

1 ts r t d t · • 

I should 1 i e t co.1r. ent u n n~ or t o o t1 1 

·o Pres1a nt 

t te fre uently thre· tened 

, r ult o i 

a saf ly launched up n 

1 hich 1otiv· ted t s 

and which constitute his recious l P acy to our on gen r · tion. 

aahin ton • s religious 1 • o ve voice to hi rel · ious entimPnt 

more U • n once. He int· in d th · t t.ue m r · 1 li of ople must be .._;r)un d 

in li ion. In nis e, ell sp ch to the J • Pr· c 1 eople e st ted: "Of ~11 

th di spositio s d its 1l cl lead to ol1tic 1 ros erity, religion ·nd 

1 

moralitz a e indi~en abl orts; · .· let u ith c, ution indul e tne upp sition 

t t morality c be maint ined ithout reli ion. • t?V r cone ~d to 

t e in!luen~e o r fined Pduc tio in minds of precu.liar truct re. re son and 

exper~ence both orbid us to e ... ct t t ti n l morali t 1· v 11 in 

clusio o religious rinciple.• 

But he bro d and tol r 1t in hi reli lou outlo . H rs a ion 



of religious freed • nth stru,. le for r 1 · ious freedom t its oi lt 

in th St,J.te of Vir ini t .hie stl"i ,. le 
.:> l Ulmi t din the Vir in'a ct for the 

Esta li hm nt f . l i i ~us freedo, in 178!:>, li ,::, t n \ r te to .oree 1 <--son 

durin 18 Vir6 !.nia in 17 5: ti ,L I: ti n-=:>- ts , r m re o:posed 

ta • y Ki d of re ,.,tr· • nt u· on rel i ·iou~ 1·i ci_ 1 s t ~ n m· re.,. 

It as ue t o t ... 2 efforts of G or e , a s! i ,,.,t on t, t t first 

to the Constitutio .. 1 o tne United • at "' s :Ji . . ed in 17 g wll.icn re ,..ds : 

"Co oess sri • 11 n -e n la i'es ecti 

the free ex rcise t 1are f. '1 

wi ~st,_l, 1 is --nt o rql • ..,ion • r . rohi i ting 

,as i.. ton , f licited by m y f the reli i us 

L.s ups in t ., Jni·t d St e t 

They r t 0 add.re aed t 

for is cour· eou0 

im tu i ~ 1im for 

1 nin o1 eli ious fr cdo . 

l ·uor in t ueir half and he 

:re_ li Jd t o t .. • • In l ?1..1J s1e r :.>te to t e ni t ':!d ntis t C urc of 

VL Li~: 

'If I cvu.l 1:.1v M · 1t r,)rt( ined ti -li ~es t pprehensi~n t -t the Con.:; titutio 

framed i. t v Co ibl"' 

enda:,ger tr teli iou ·ir ts of any- ccle~i~ tic il society, cert· inly Is ould 

C cl ci ,turp t it; an if I could no co ceive t t the 

Gen r 1 ov rru.-ut ver e o inistered • s to ren er t e lib rty 

of c:Jusci nee 1u: 0 cu..'. • I eg yo 1 ill e p Pr u aded th:.t Io o e uld oe ure 

z • lous t na ~s.:;lf t ~ t,.. ,li ..,h e ec ..1 o· ri r .:., • in t the h rrors of 

~ cpiritu.t.:.l tyr· i;r d Vt-•l' ec i C r 1 · low-· rsi:>cution. F r y u. 

doubtle·s I o· t :;; .. ~res s d my sent· nts t . t evFry nan 

condu th hims 0 1 :... s go ci in· a ,, r ~.t. ol to God • lone for his 

r li ious 0 i io • >.t t prot ct d 14 or hi I iil ::, t i t y cordi t 

t diet ts o hi~ on conscl nc .-
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An . , ,rote s mil r 1 t e1 t ti u· (,>rs f ►e n rlv nd t the 
Je1ish Co_ 

fre do;n but s 

he led hi~ eopl :nt 

"I co cPiv . uncl r 

and t 

indus triou C r · cte. 

It is 

ort. 

t f ,x ica t l y ~ ; 1 d r cm 1 e reli ,i u~ 

r fl e . or 11 t, t P, rth. rd t o ~ 

• ~ r - f e ch ri sh d t P mo P t '!'.l n he • 

rr. 1 overni nt such re :ul · ti n mi 7 t be r, e, 

n, 3 OU d re er t l en t . the of cific C d 

r a 1 p t~ .roue - a. 1 ylurn for in. .. 
ricans to pause on thi., • r., (. y f' Ge ~ge 

•u.S i ~t n t , e resh our~ :uJ.s ith t1 f th1 nt 
.·~on.: lit rin c . th::i .~ v i . 

0 of thi chieve t .A V 1 tion 
0 ed thP e • nited S t .:.s 1:1r ic • 



~--------

All authentic biographies of George Washington have ._.._. the greatest 

emphasis upon his character. It was the character of ,leszt:d iashington wnich 

proved to be the cement which held the Revolution, as well as the young 

nation together. Men oelieved in .nim even,when they did not altogether believe 

in the Revolution. 

asn.ington wc1.s not the perf ect 1in.-allible man which popular legend and 

grateful tradition have painted him. No mortal man is. Bu there wa s a force 

of character about him that made men believe in him. The believed in his 

sound. J'l!:fii•l judgment)' 
~,t 

his moral and spiritual integrity/ 

!he1 bEn.iet&i Js his courage. it:cs btl!l!co ci ia ais loyalty. They believed 

in him ~nfidently followed him. 

" ~ 
C~gt:Jparticularly, seems to have been 

must not think of the RevSlutionary War as ahatlMi~ 

of this man. You 

consu._rruna.tion of a great 
{). ~ ~ \.-vi.Mi )"" 

ideal,/"f'l~er ~i6ht, fNI> of the American n np e1in the days of the Revolution 
I ~~~ I 

as a ~d people/ :blxx risin i.e t> ;r , 1u1r
1 

agains t British tyranny. Not.aing 

can be furt er from the truth. The ar lasted .... seven long years. Seven 

dark, heart-breaking years , , fl nr. It was a war which only one third of the 

American people really wanted, and mostly t - e poor people. The bulk of the 

property owners were Loyalists and Tarys. One hundred thousand of tnem fled 

their native colonies becau se they were not in symaptby with the Revolution. 
~ 

It was not a united people that entered the Revol tion. lashin6ton•s army never 
I ' 

.n::aeaa ed: mo1 o tilW1 sums Jlii ,018 pa.pl! and at the close of the war he did not 
\>...N,_k,.~ ~...,,,,.,,.µJ. 

have more than 6000 soldiers illl...,•••r:"- During these seven~9':) years his 

men were frequently without clothing and food and nearly al a:JS without money. 

Valley Forge was not the ohl.y dark hour of the Revolution. There were 

many dark hours when the Revolution ~eemed to be doomed. It was the tremendous 
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courage of this man Washington that carried the Revolution trough to victory. 

ashin5ton manifested the same courage after the Revolution. Here, again, ----
you must not think that/with the victory of the Revolutionary forces in 17831 

the American nation sprang, Ls At ltae, :full-grown, from the brow of history. 

I lot at all. Another six or seven heart-breaking years had to pass before the 

Constitution was finally adopted and the nation finally established. They were 

years of jealousy, dissension and struggle among the states, years of 

depreciated currency, and of economic collapse, the kind of y ars which Europe 

experienced after the World ar. 
~ 

Through these critical years and through t e years • he was President 

of the United States, Wasrl.ington piloted tne ship 
, ~ ()..A 

shipwreck/ safely and steadily. 
~ 

firm and courageous leadership the American nation was safely launched upon 
I 

its great destiny. 

ith 

w~ 
I should like to comment upon one or two of the ideals which motiv ted this ma.n1 

and which constitute his precious legacy to our own generation. 

Washington was a religious man who gave voice to his religious sentiments 

more tlla.n once. He maintained that the moral life of a people must be grounded 

in religion. In his farewell~ to the American people he stated: "Of all 

the dispositions and habits which lead to political prosperity, religion and 

moralitz are indispensable sup ·Jorts; and let us with caution indulge the supposition 

that morality can be maintained without religion. Whatever may be conceded to 

tne influence of refined education in minds of preculiar structure. reason and 

experience both forbid us to expect that national morality can prevail in 

exclusion of religious principle." 

But he was broad and tolerant in his religious outlook. He was a champion 
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of religious freedom. When the struggle for reli6 ious fre dom was at its h i 
0-

struggl~iru. ted in th Virginia Act in the Sta1;e of Virginia, 'Wtmi.:all for the 
I' r 

Establishment of Religious freedom in 1785, ashington wrote to George ason : 

"~o ma.n's sentiments are more opposed 

to any kind of restraint upon religious principles than mine are.• 

It was due to the efforts of George Washington tnat the first ~endment 

to the Constitution of the United States was passed in 1789 which reni 1 

t 

"Congress shall make no law respectine an establishment of religion or prohibitihg 

the free exercise thereof.M 

Washington, when he became Presi ent, was felicited by many of the religious 

groups in the United States for his courageous championing of religious freedom . 
• 

They wrote addresses to him thankin6 him for his l abor in their behalf and he 

repli d t~ them. In 1789 he rote to the United Baptist Churches of 

Virginia : 

11 If I coula haveentertained the slightest apprehension that the Constitution 

framed in the Convention, where I had the onor to preside, might possiblf 

endanger the religious rights of any ecclesiastical society, certainly I should 

never have placed my signature to it; and if I could now conceive that the 

General Government might ever be so administered as to render the liberty 

of conscience insecure, I beg you will be persuaded t a t no one would be more 

zealous than ~self to esta lish ef : ectual barriers against the horrors of 

SJ1a spiritual tyranny and every species of religious persecution. For you 

doubtless re.member that I have often expressed my sentiments that every man 

conducting himself as a good citizen and being ac countable to God alone for his 

religious opinion, ought to be protected in worshipping the Deity according to 

the dictates of his own conscience.• 

• • 
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And he wrote a similar let t er to the Q;uakers of Pennsylvania and to the 

Jewish Community of Newport. 

Washington thought of America not only as a land of complete religious 

freedom but~ pla ce of refuge for all the persecuted of the earth . •• GJIJQ!r· 

" he led: 111 s peopl~ 1htow8! .... ~ew eho11iebad U,., id:ett't" o 

11 I conceive J under an energetic general governmen'l such r eG',ll~tions might be made, 

and such measures taken, as would render the country t e asylum of pacific and 

industrious characters from all parts of Europe - a land of asylum for mankind." 
~ 

It is good for .1 .Americans to pause o this Anniversary day of George 
I 

Washington••• to refresh our souls with tne memories of this magnificent 
~ it t el ~~~ · ~ 

personality andoring back ,,a,. • • of this man who achieved the Revol tion ,..... 

and who founded these United States of America. 

I 
I 

~ J. et 

• 




