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Radio Broadc-st by Rabvi Silver on Feobruary <2, 1935

All authentic biographies of George 'ashin ton have laid the greatest
emphasis upon his character. It was the character of George vashington which .
proved to be the cemnent which held the Revolution, as well as the young
nation togethor., Men Lelisved in Lim even when they did not altogzether believe
in the Levolution.

Washington w.s not the perfect in“allible man which popular legend :and
grateful tr.dition have painted him, o mortal man is., Bul there was a force
of character about him that made men belisve in him. The believed in his
sound, practical juigment. They believed in his moral and spiritual integrity.
They celieved in his courace. They velieved in his loyalty. They believed
in him and confidently followed him, -

Courage particularly, seems to have been tha juality of this man. You
mast not think of {he Revolutionary War as a wift consumation of a great

ideal, won over night, or of the Aicrican people in the days of the Revolution

as a united veople xmxk rising in their power szainct British tyranny. Nothing

can be further from the truth., The Wor lasted some seven lons years. Seven

dark, heart-breaking years of war. It was a war which only one third of the

American people reully wanted, and mostly the poor people. The bulk of the

property owners were Loyalists and Tarys. One hundred thousand of them fled

their native coloniecs beciu:e they were not in symapthy with the Revolution.

It wae not 2 united pecple that entered the Revolution. Washin ton's army never

numbered more than some 725,000 people and at the close of the war he did not

have more than 6000 soldiers in his army. Durin: these seven long years his

men were frequently without clothing and food snd neurly always without money.
Valley Forge was not the ohly dark hour of the Revolution. There were

many dark hours when the Revolution seemed to be doomed., It was the tremendous
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courage of this man Washington that carried the Revolution through to victory.
Washin ton manifested the same courage after the Revolution. Here, again,
you mast not think that with the victory of the Revolutionary forces in 1783
the American nation sprung, as it were, full-zrown, from the brow of history.
Not at all. Another six or seven heart~breakin: years had to pass before the

Constitution was finally donted und the nition finally established. They were

years of Jjealousy, dissension and stru gle among the states, years of feurfully

depreciated currency, and of economic collapse, the kind of ycars which “urope
experienced after the VWorld War.

Through these critical years and through the years that he was President
of the United Stat-s, Wasuington piloted the ship of state frequently threatened with
shipwreck safely and steadily. When his work was done and as a result of his
firm and courageious leadership the American nation was safely launched upon
its great destiny,

I should like to comment upon one or two of the ideals which motivuted this man
and which constitute his precious legacy to our own generation.

Washington was a religious man who zave voice to his reli ious sentiments
more than once. He maintained that the moral life of a p~ople must be grounded
in religion. In his farewell speech to the American people he stated: "Of zll
the dispositions and habits which lead to political prosperity, religion =nd
morality are indispenszable sup orts; and let us with caution indul e the supposition
that morality can be maintained without religion. Whatever may be conceded to
the influence of refined education in minds of preculiar structure, reason and
experience both forbid us to expect that national morality can prevail in
exclusion of religious principle.”

But he was broad and tolerant in his religious outlook. He was a champion
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of religious freedom. When the strugzzgle for reli _ious freedom was at its hei nt
in the State of Virginia, which struggle ulmin ted in the Virginia Act for the
Establishment of Heligious freedom in 1785, Washinston wrote to George Mason
during the Virginia struggle in 1785:¢ “No man's sentiments are more opposed

to any kind of restraint upon religious principles than mine are."

It was due to the efforts of George Vashington that the first Ammendmnent
to the Constitution of the United Stutes was pasced in 1789 which readss
"Congress shull mate no law respecting an estaolishment of religion or prohibiting
the free exercise thereof.”

Washington, when he became Presicent, was felicited by many of the religious
groups in the United States for his courageous championing of religious freedom,
They wrote addressed to him thankin: him for his lubor in their behalf and he
replied to them. Ia 1789 he wrote to the United Baptist Churches of
Virginia:

"If [ coull hav-entertained the slightest apprehension th.t the Constitution
framed in the Coavention, where I had the honor to preside, might possibly
endanger the religious rights of any ecclesiastical society, certainly I should
never have placed my signature to ity and if I could now conceive that the
General Gov-orament might ever be so administered as to render the liberty
of conscience insecure, I beg you will be persuaded that no one would ve mcre

gzealous than myself to estaclish e’ ectual barriers sgainst the horrors of

xpm spiritucl tyranny and every soecies cf religious persecution. For you

doubtless renember tnut I hawe often exuressed ny sentiments that every man
conducting himself as & good citizen and being accountable to God alone for his
religious opinio., ought to be protected in worshippin: the Deity according to

the dictates of his own conscience."




And he wrote 2 similar leti er to the Quakers of FPennsylvania and to the
Jewish Community of Newnort.

Washin-ton thought of Ameriea not only as a land of complete religsious
freedom but as a place of refuge for all the nersecuted of the =:rth. And though

he led his people into war == few cherished the ideal o° neace more thon he,

"1 conceive under an enerzetic general overnment such reml:tions mizht be maude,

and such me:.sures taken, as would render the country the asylum of nacific and
industrious churacters from all parts of Furope - a land of asylum for mankind."
It is good for all Americans to pause on this Anniversary day of George
‘ashington so ns to refresh our soulg with the memories of this masnificent
personality and bring back these visions of this man who achieved the Revolution

and who founded the=e United St tes of America,
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All authentic biographies of George Washington have the greatest

emphasis upon his character. It was the character of Swemee Washington which
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proved to be the cement which held the Revolution, as well as the young

nation'together. Men believed in nim evenjwhen they did not altogether believe
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in the Revolution.
Wasnington was not the perfect,in*‘allible man which popular legend and
grateful tradition have painted him. No mortal man is. But there was a force

of character about him that made men believe in him. They believed in his
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Theyvelieved jg his couraze.——Phey=werteved-imenis loyalty. They believed

in him and]\ onfidently followed him,
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Courage/ particularly, seems to havmeﬁ“"vqualit of this man. You

mist not think of the Rev@lutionary War as at\m consummation of a great
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as a united people,mx rising W/ against British tyranny. Nothing

in the days of the Revolution

can be further from the truth. The War lasted seme seven long years. Seven
dark, heart-breaking years odpmsar. It was a war which only one third of the
American people really wanted, and mostly the poor people. The bulk of the

property owners were Loyalists and Toarys. One hundred thousand of them fled

their native colonies because they were not in symapthy with the Revolution.
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It was not a united people that entered the Revolution. Washington's army/‘n‘é’?rei" fa/my

Jumbered-moresthan-some=#7000m eopre and at the close of the war he did not
have more than 6000 solMing these seven ju years his

men were frequently without clothing and food and nearly always without money.

Valley Forge was not the ohly dark hour of the Revolution. There were

many dark hours when the Revolution seemed to be doomed, It was the tremendous




courage of this man Washington that carried the Revolution through to victory.
Washinzton manifested the same courage a:_f_‘_t._qr the Revolution. Here, again,
you mast not think that/with the victory of the Revolutionary forces in 1783/
the American nation sprang,-aewitigese, full-grown, from the brow of history.
Not at alli Another six or seven heart-breaking years had to pass before the

Constitution was finally adopted and the nation finally established. They were

years of jealousy, dissension and struggle among the states, years of &ly

depreciated currency, and of economic collapse, the kind of years which Europe
experienced after the World War.
Through these critical years and through the years JMwwt he was President

of the United States, Wasnington piloted the ship of state/frequently threatened with
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shipwreck/ safely and steadily. asndswork wasTGone-gitlotbuinlosill-of—trie-

firm and courageous leadership/the American nation was safely launched upon
.

its great destiny. (u:,&“) f%
I should like to comment upon one or two of the ideals which motivated this ma.nﬁ

and which constitute his precious legacy to our own generation.
Washington was a religious man who gave voice to his religious sentiments

more than once. He maintained that the moral life of a people must be grounded

in religion. 1In his farewellm to the American people he stated: "Of all

the dispositions and habits which lead to political prosperity, religion and

morality are indispensable supoorts; and let us with caution indulge the supposition

that morality can be maintained without religion. Whatever may be conceded to

the influence of refined education in minds of preculiar structure, reason and

experience both forbid us to expect that national morality can prevail in

exclusion of religious principle.®
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But he was broad and tolerant in his religious outlook. He was a champion
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of religious freedom. When the struggle for religious fre;dom was at its height

in the State of Virginia, w§=;h struggl%j%é{;inuted in th,\ irginia Act for the
Establishment of Religious f;eedom in 1785, Washington wrote to George Mason'
during-the-firginte-straggte-in-1#867 "No man's sentiments are more opposed

to any kind of restraint upon religious principles than mine are."

It was due to the efforts of George Washington that the first Agfmendment
to the Constitution of the United States was passed in 1789 which readws Aiela. L
"Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment of religion or prohibiting
the free exercise thereof."

Washington, when he became President, was felicited by many of the religious
groups in th? United States for his courageous championing of religious freedom.
They wrote addresses to him thanking him for his labor in their behalf and he
replied to them. In 1789 he wrote to the United Baptist Churches of
Virginia:

"If I could haveentertained the slightest apprehension that the Constitution
framed in the Convention, where I had the honor to preside, might possibly
endanger the religious rights of any ecclesiastical society, certainly I shculd
never have placed my signature to it; and if I could now conceive that the
General Government might ever be so administered as to render the liberty
of conscience insecure, I beg you will be persuaded that no one would be more
zealous than myself to estavlish effectual barriers against the horrors of
spm spiritual tyranny and every species of religious persecution. For you
doubtless remember that I have often expressed my sentiments that every man
conducting himself as a good citizen and being accountable to God alone for his
religious opinion, ought to be protected in worshipping the Deity according to

the dictates of his own conscience."




And he wrote a similar letter to the Quakers of FPennsylvania and to the

Jewish Commnity of Newport.

Washington thought of America not only as a land of complete religious

freedom but ﬁs a place of refuge for all the persecuted of the earth, —ePeEVNSEER
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#I conceive 'under an energetic general government,such regulations might be made,
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and such measures taken, as would render the country the asylum of pacific and

industrious characters from all parts of Europe - a land of asylum for mankind."
e
r It is good for aﬂ’ Americans ,to pause on this Anniversary day of George

Washington se=es to refresh our souls with the memories of this magnificent
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personality andfbring back ey wieseens of this man who achieved the Revolution

and who founded these United States of America,
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