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A 
4l,tl~lY/J 

-s Religion Sees It ,J},4 tl v tA6u 

. _ ----- s/n,j3~ 
The fission 0£ the Church and the Synaaogue I to Save Man from San . 

tified Ruthle ne and Brutality and to Safeguard Hi Spiritual 

Freedom and Autonomy in a World Constricted hy Encom
pa ing Wall of Dictator hips, Say Dr. Silver. 

[This is the third of a series of articles by_ -noted clergy of thB United States, of various r ligfo t 

fa,iths, to b published weekly in The Eagle on the Monday Sermon Page.] 

No. 3-By DR. ABB A HILLEL SIL VER. 
Rabbi The Temple, Cleveland, Ohio. 

I
T IS quite possible that in the new era organ• 

ized religion will have to assume U1 role of 
the sole surviving champion of the rights of 

the individual. 
In the face of the amazing pretensions of the 

state, religion may have to insist, and religious 
spoke men in Nazi Germany 
have already had to insist, that 
man possesses certain rights, 
over which the State, however 
noble its purposes and however 
exalted its program, has no 
power whatsoever. There are 
sovereign rights which are 
man's own by virtue of his 
humanity and not by virtue of 
his citizenship in an given 
political group. 

Dlctatorahipa Equally 
Unscrupulous 

It is cle r that the new era 
is being ushered in by way of 
dictatorships. Whether these 
are passing or permanent, it is 
impossible to say. These dic
tatorships, wherever established, Dr. Abba HIiiel lh·er 
have so far been characterized 
by their utter ruthlessness. This is true both of 
capitalistic and of communistic dictatorships. They 
are equally unscrupulous when they get into action. 
Both have no compunction whatsoever about 
trampling upon the prostrate body of human 
rights. For both, the end justifies the means. Botti 
raise political violence to a principle. In the fury 
of class struggle the mandates of personal morality 
and basic human decencies and amenities are en
tirely lost sight of. We have entered an age of 
sanctified ruthlessness and exalted cruelty. The 
Dark Ages could offer no comparable records of 
ma brutality. 

But even more alarming than the toll of victims 
of dictatorship's physical violence 1s the tragic roll 
of victims of its spiritual and intellectual violence. 
Men are driven into terrWec:l atlence. Conformity 
is prescribed. Men dare not dissent. All opi>oettton, 
all parties, all dissenting oplnlon tn press, pulpit, 
classroom, platform and boot 1s stamped out. The 
threat of all this to man's spiritual life ii clear. 
It tends to dry up the malnaprlngs of his spiritual 
creativeness. When man la not allowed to stand 
alone, to diMent from the majority, to proclaim 
the truth •Which has been born tn him through hla 
own soul's travail, bts splrltual llfe 1s destroyed. 

Savlnr From Sanetffled B,ldllLINme• 
The new era may thua burden the church and 

synagogue with another task-to save man from 
the dark, ghastly heresy of sanctified ruthlessness 
and brutality, to preach anew and with increased 
fervor the mandates of reasonableness, tolerance 
and charity, and to safeguard man's spiritual free
dom and autonomy in a world constricted by en
compassing walls of dictatorships. 

The new era 1s likely to witness the inten i!ica
tlon of racial and national intolerance. Bitter eco
nomic distress is leading to national economic iso
lationism. Each nation 1s attempting to become 
economically self-sufficient. Nations are entrench
ing themselves behind tariff walls and other arti
ficial economic barriers. The world 1a becoming 
!ractionalu.ed to a degree unknown in the past. 
The Univer al idea which fired the imagination of 
men in he 18th and 19th centw-ies, the idea of a 
feder ed world, of an integrated humanity h 
been p bed out of man's mind by the demand of 
a blatant, militant and provincial nationalism. The 
youth of the world is being taught to think not in 
terms of international solidarity and humanity, 
but interms of exclusive, aggressive and competitive 
nationalism. In countries like Germany, national
ism is even further restricted to a fantastic race 
cult, and in it.s name citi2.ens not of the majority 
race are being disfranchised, degraded, humiliated, 
and the very means of livelihood denied them. Here 
race idolatry has run riot to point where all human 
virtues have been sacrificed to it. 

Caltaral Plun.Jlsm the Need of Toda.y 

What 1a required in our day ls not super-heated 
race or national apologetics nor m,stic yearnings 
after social or cultural co-ordination, but a gener
ous and tolerant way of life which will give each 
race and nationality the opportunity to live its own 
life, to expreu its own soul and to contribute its 
unique values to the commonalty of human life. 
Our age needs a form of good will which will not 
only tolerate differences but which will gladly use 
them for the enrichment of life. 

Judaism and Christianity have a message and a 
mission which overleap national boundaries and 
race barriers. They speak not to the racial man or 
the national man, but to the man qua man. 'Ibey 
ll)eak of truths and values htch all men need for 
their spiritual and moral suatenance and h1ch all 
men may cberlah reprdleaa of tbelr color, their 
tation or their nationallty. Neither Judaiam nor 

Cbristlantty hu always been faithful to the uni
versallatlc, international impllcatlom of their re
spective teachtnp. In the new era they will have 
an hlatorlc opportunity to confront the rampant, 
nationa111ttc and rac1al aberrations of a confuaed 
and dtatntetratAMf world with their atron,, ancient 
ppe1 of "One Ood tn Beaven and One Bumanlty 
on Barth." 



Church Seen as Champion 
Of Rights of Individuals 

I). ' .!, 11 ;/a.r 
D1ictatorships Characterize by Utter Ruthlessness, Rabbi 

Writes-Insists Man Possesses Certain 
Privileges Over State 

The mission of the church and th e .,y11agoy1ie in the pres nt 
1,,1or ld uncertainty i ., <lescribed by Dr. Abba Hillrl S ilt'er, rahhi of 
The Euclid Av emrn T emple, Cleve land , 0 ., i n the follo wing e.r cli1 .~il e 
article to The Pittsb1trgh Press: 

In the new era organized :religion may have to assume the role of sole 
surviving champion of the rights of the individual. 

In the face of the amazing pretensions of the state, religion may have 
to insist, and religious spokesmen 1n Nazi Germany have already, that 
man possesses certain r ·ghts, over which the state, however noble its 
purposes and exalted its program,,•">--- -----------
has no power. There are sovereign 
rights which are man's own by vir

tue of his hu
manity and n.ot 
his citizenship 1n 
any given politi
cal group. 

The new era is 
being ushered in 
by way of dicta
torships. Wheth
er these a r e 
passing or per
manent, it is im
possible to say. 
Wherever estab
lished they have 

• so far been char
acterized by utter 
ruthless n e s s. 

Dr. Silver This is true both 
of capitalistic and of communistic 
dictatorships. Both have no com
punction &.bout trampling upon the 
prostrate body of human rights. 
For both, the end justifies the 
means. Both raise political violence 
to a principle. 

But even more alarming is the 
tragic roll of victims of its spiritual 
and intellectual violence. Men are 
driven into terrified silence. Con
formity is prescribed. Men dare not 
dissent. All opposition, all parties, 

all dissenting opinion in press, pul
pit, classroom, platform and book 
is .stamped out. The threat of aH 
thjs to man's spiritual life is clear. 
It tends to dry up the mainsprings , 
of his spiritual creativeness. When I 
man is not allowed to stand alone 
his spiitual life is destroyed. 

The new era may thus burden 
the church and synagogue with an
other task-to save man from the 
dark, ghastly heresy of sanctified 
ruthlessness and brutality, to preach 
anew and with increased fervor the 
mandates of reasonableness, tolet
ance and charity, and to safeguard 
man's spiritual freedom and auton
omy in a world constricted by en
compassing walls of dictatorships. 

What is required in our day is not 
super-heated race or national apolo
getics nor mystic yearning after so
cial or cultural co-ordination, but 
a generous and tolerant way of life 
which will give each race and na
tionality the opportunity to live its 
own life, to express its own soul and 
to, contribute its unique values to 
the commonalty of human life. Our 
age needs a form of good will which 
will not only tolerate differences but 
which will gladly use them for the 
enrichment of life. 
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As R ....... e ..... li __ • ..........._ Sees It 

By DR. ABB.\ HILLE SILVER 
AS RELIGION_ SEES IT 

Dr . . 'lht>t', l'llbbl ol l 'he Templl', CIC\'Cfand, Ohio, is a.cth1e in many 
mo,emeuls for the bcuermen1, or sol'IRl condillom.. Be is the 
author of <;e,eral booL.-;, Including "Religion in "' Ohungb1g \Vorld" 

By Dr. Abba Hillel Silver 
Dr. Silver, rabbi of The Tem• 

pie, Clev•land, Ohio, i1 active in 
many movement■ for the bet
terment of 1ocial condition,. He 
i1 tr• author of Hveral books, 
including "Religion in a Chang
ing World." 

I t is quite possible that in the 
new era organized religion will 
ha,·c to a:;sumc tho role of the imle 
surviving champion o! the ri.;-hts 
of the Individual. 

1n tho face of the amazing pre
tensions of the ~tatc, religion 111ay 
have to insist, ancl religious 
spoke men In ~.lzl Germany ha,·c 
alreauy had o rnsist, that man 
possesses certain rights, o,·er 
which the State, however noble its 
purposes and however exalted its 
program, has no power whatsoeve1·. 
·rhere arc sovereign rights which 
are man's own hy virtue of his 
humanity ancl not by virtue of his 
citizenship in any giYen political 
group. 

DJctatorship E<iually \;n, erup
ulou . 

It is clear that the new era is 
being ushered In by way of dicta
torships. ·whether these are 
passing or permanent, It is .impos
sible to say. These dlctators:1ip1;, 
wherever established, have so far 
been characterized by their ulter 
ruthlessness. This Is true both of 
capitalistic and of communistic 
dictatorships. They arc equally 
unscrupulous when they get into 
action. Both have no compunc
tion whatsoever about trampling 
up0n the prostrate body of human 
rights. For both, the end justi
fies the means. Both raise polit
ical violence to a. princi pie. In 
the fury of class struggle the man
dates of personal morality and 
basic human decencies and ameni
ties are entirely lost sight of. \Ve 
have entered an age of sanctified 
ruthlesSfless and exalted cruelty. 
The Dnrk gcs could otrer no com
parable records of mass brutality. 

But even more alarming than 
the toll o! victims of dictator
ship's physical violence is the 
tragic roll of victims of its spiritual 
and Intellectual violence. Men are 
driven into terrified silence. Con
formity is prescribed. l\Ien dare 
not dissent. All opposition, all 
parties, all dissenting opinion in 
preH, pulpit, class room, platform 
and book is stamped out. The 
threat of all this to man's spiritual 
life is clear. It tends to dry up 
the mainsprings of his spiritual 
creativeness. When man ls not 
allowed to stand alone, to dissent 
from the majority, to proclaim the 
truth which has been born in him 
through his own soul's travail, his 
spiritual life is destroyed. 

The new era may thus burden 
the church and synagogue with an
other task-to save man from the 
darle, ghastly heresy of sanctified 
ruthlessness and brutality, to 
pnach anew and with Increased 
fervor the mandates of reasonable
nei;ia, tolerance and charity, and to 
~feguard man's spiritual free
dom and autonomy in a world ron
stricted by encompassing walls of 
dlctatorahlpi1. 

The l\r • rrR. iq likely tn witnc<\i< 
th~ Jntenslflcatlon or racial :ind 
national intolerance. Ritter eco
nomic distresR is leading tn na
tional economic isolationism. Each 
nation is attempting to become 
economically selt-su!flclent. Na• 
tlonl!I are entrt'nching themselvr!! 
behind ta.ritr walls ancl other artl
ftciat economic bar iers. The 
world is becoming !ractionalizcd to 
a. degree unknown in tho past. Thr 
11nh·er11al tdea. which fired tho 
imagination of men in the Eigh
teenth and Nineteenth centuries. 
the idea of a federated v.·orld. of 
:1.n Integrated humnnlty haq hePn 
pushed out of man's mln<1 hy thP 
clcmR.nds of a hla.ta.nt, militant a.nd 
provincial nationalism. The 
youth of the world i!I being- taught 
to think not in terms or interna
tional sotdarlty and humanity, but 
in terms ot exclusive, aggressh·e 
&nd competitive nationalism. In 
countrie1t like Germany. national
Ism l• even further restricted to 
a fantastic race cult, and In its 
name citizens not of the majority 
race are being disfranchised, de
graded, humiliated. and the very 
mean■ of livelihood denied them. 
Here race idolatry has run riot to 
n. polnt where all human virtues 
have been sa.crifkP.d to it. 

Cultural Pluralism. 
What h1 required \n our day \s 

not super-heated race or national 
apdlogetlc11 nor mystic yearning 
after social or cultural co-ordlna-

tion, hut a generous and tolerant 
way of lite which will give each 
race and nationality tho opportun
ity to live its O\\ n life, to express 
its own Roul and to contribute its 
1mi4ue values to the commonalty 
of hun1an life. Our age needs a 
form of go,)d will which ·will not 
on h· tnle1·a l1> cl ifferences but which 
will glarlly usl' th1>m for the t>n

It i quite po&llble that In the 
new era organized religion wlll 
have to assume the role ol the eole 
.survivlng champion oC the rights oC 
the lnd1viduaJ. 

The new era may lhus /burden thi, 
church and synagogue with anothPr 
taek-to save mall from the dark, 
ghastly heresy of sanctJfied ruth• 
le&Snes and brutality, lo preach 
anew and with Increased fervor the 
mandates of reaaonablencss, toler
ance. The wo1·ld is becoming !rac
tionallzed to a degree unknown in 
the past. '.rhe Universal idea W'hkh 
flrE>d the imagination of men in lhe 
18th and 19th centuries, the idea of 
a fedeeated world, of an integrated 
humanity has been pushed out o! 
man's mind by the demands o! & 
blatant, militant and provincial na
tionalism. The youth of the world 
ls being taus-ht to think not in 
terms of International solidarity 
and humanity, but in terms of ex• 
cluaive, aggrel!sive and competitive 
naUona.llsm. In countries llk(I GPr
many, natlonaliem is even !urther 
re.«tricted to a fantastic race cult, 
and in its name citizens not ot th& 
majority race are being disfran
chised, degraded, humiliated, and 
the very means o! livelihood denied 
them. Here race Idolatry haB run 
riot to a point whet;;e all human vir• 
tues have been sacrlfled to It. 
Cultural Pluralism Need of Today 

richment of liCe. 
Judaism a nd Chl'igtianitY 

a 111c-ssagc and a mission· which 
ovel"lca11 national boundaries and 
race barriers. Th<c'y i;peal, not to 
the racin I man or the national man. 
but to the nian qua man. Thcr 
spcal( oC truth~ and values which 
all men ncec] fo1· their ~piritual 
and moral !!U~lenance and which 
all men ma:,,· cherli,h 1·egardless or 
the It· color, thl'il' station or thei 1' 

nationality. Neither Judaism nor 
Christianity has always been faith
ful to thl' unive1·sallstic. \ntcrna
tlonal Implications of their respec
tin• tcal'hings. In the new era 
they will hav_c an historic oppor
tunity to confront the rampant, 
nationalistic fl.nd racial abPrration1-, 
of a confused and disinteg-rated 
world with their stron,2', ancient 
gospel of "One God in Heaven and 
One Humanity on Earch.'' 

In the face or the amazing pre

Copyright N. C. J. C. 

tensions of th.e State, religion may 
ave to Insist, and religious spokee
en in Nazi Oe1·many have already 

a.d to ir~lst, that man possesset1 
ertaln rights, over which the State, 
owever noble its purposes and 

however exalted Its program, has 
n-o power whatsoever. There are sov
ereign rights which are man's own 
by virtue of his humanity and not 
by virtue of his cltizen,shlp in any 
given political group. 

All Dictatorships Un1crupuloua 
It is clear that the new era J,,s 

eing ushered in by way of dicta.
or.ships. 'Whether these are paaslng 
r permanent, it ls Impossible to 
ay. These dictatorships, wherever 
stablli!hed, have so far been char
cteriz~ by their utter ruthleSi!
ess. This is true both oC capilal

slic and or communistic dictator
hips. 'l.'hey are equally unscrupu

lous when they get Into action. Both 
have no compunction what~oever 
about trampling upon the 1)r()8trate 
body of human rights. For both, the 
end justifies the mean,11. Both raise 
pollllcai violence to a. principle. In 
the fury of cla.ss struggle the man
dates of pereonal morality and basic 
human decenctee and amenities are 
entirely lost aight of. We have en
tered an age of .sanctified ruthless
nee11 and exalted cruelty. The Dark 
Age!! could offer no comparable rec
ords of mass brutality. 

But even more alarming tha.n 1.he 
toll of vlctlm6 of dictatorship's phy
sical violence is the tragic roll o! 
victims of Its spiritual and intel
lectual vJolencE'. Men a1·e driven 
into terrified silence. Conformity la 
prPscrlbed. Men dare not dlMPnt. 
All opposition. all partle.s, all dis
senting opinion in prelM!I, pulpit, 
classroom, 1>!11.tform and book is 
stamped out. The threat or all this 
to man's spiritual life is clear. It 
tends to <lry up the main.springs oC 
his ,rpiritual creatlvenMs. Wh<'n 
man Ii!! not allowed to stan<l alone, 
to diss~t from the majority, to 
proclaim the lrulh which has bPen 
born In him thr(')ugh hie own 11oul's 
travail, his spiritual li!e Is destroy
ed. 
Saving from Sanctified Ruthle11neH 

r.ANCASTER PA. NE'W ERA 
Xil U. 181 

What is required In our da.y is not 
super-heated race or national 
apologetics nor mystic y1>arning
after ,socla1 or cultural coordination. 
but a g~neral and tolerant way ot 
life whic'h wlll give each race and 
nationality the opportunity to ilve 
fts own life, to express lt.s own i;oul 
and to contribute it.<; unique valuei, 
to tbe commonalty ot human lite. 
Our age need,q a form of good will 
which wlll not only tolerate dirrer
ences but which will gladly use 
them to r lhe eni·ichment of life. 

Judaism and Christiani ty have a. 
message and a mission which ove-r
leap national boundaries and race 
barriers. They ;,peak not to the ra• 
cial man or thf' national man, but 
to the man qua man. They speak 
or truthl'J and valuPtS which all men 
n~d for their spiritual and m oral 
sustenance and which all men may 
cherish rrgardle&s or their color, 
their station or their nn.tlonallty. 
Neither Judaism nor Chrlstlanlt.Y 
ha.s always been faithful to t he uni• 
versaJlsti<', intPrnatlonal implica
tion~ of their respective teachlng,i, 
In thfl new era. they will have an 
historic opPortun!ty to confront the 
rampant. natlonalit-t ic and racial 
aberratlonol!! or a C'ontuspd and disin
tegrated world with their slron,:;-. 
11nclent Jr<>llPPl ot "One ('r0rt 111 
Heaven and One Hunmanlty ott 
Earth." 

C'opyrlght N. 

As Religion Sees It 
Mission of Church and Synagogue Is to Save Man 
from Sanctified Ruthlessness and Brutality, and 
Guard His Spiritual Freedom from Dictatorships 

By Dr. Abba. Hillel Silver, rabbi o! 
The Temple, Cleveland, Ohio, who is 
active in many movements for the 
betterment of .social conditions. He 
ls the author o! several boolcS, includ
ing "Religion in a Changing world." 

and other arti!icial economic barrfera. 
The world 1s becoming fractlonallzed t.o • 
degree unknown In the pa.st. 

The Universal idea. which fired flle 1m
agina.Uon or men In the 18th a.nd 19th 
centuries, the idea. of a federated world, of 
an integr,-1tcd humanity has been pu11hed 

It is quite Possible that 1n the new era out of man's mind by the demand& or a 
organized religion wlll have to assume the blatant, m111tant and provincial nation. 
role of the sole sun•ivlng champion of alism. The youth or the world is being 
the rights o! the individual. taught to think not in terms or interns.• 

In the !ace of the amazing pretensions tlonnl c;ol1dar1ty and humanity, but In 
or the State, religion may have to Insist, terms or exclui,i,•c, aggressive and com
and religious spokesmen 1n Nazi Germany pet1tivc nationalism. 
ha.Ye already had to insist. that m:m In countries like Germany, natlonaU.sm 
pos.se.s.ses certain rights, over which the is even further restricted to a fantastic 
State, however noble Its purposes and I race cult. and in its name cttlzene not ot 
however exalted Its program. has no power the majority race are being disfranchised, 
whatsoever. There are sovereign rlg)lts dt>~radcd, humiliated, and the very mean 
which are m-tn's own by virtue of his or livelihood denied them. Here race idol 
humanity 11.nd not by virtue o! his citizen- atry ha'J run riot to a point whf're all hU• 
ship ln any given polltlcal group. man \'lrtucs have been sacrificed t.o lt. 

,\ll nlctntor. hips Equally t'n<,t·ruimlou'I rnltural Plurnll~m the ef'd of Today 
What le; required In our day ls no 

It Is clear that the new era. ls bemg super-heated race or national a.rologetlc 
ushered in by way of dictator11hlp.,. nor mystic yearning a!ter socla or cul
Whether t11rse are passing or permanent, tural coordination, but a generous an 
it Ls impossible to ~ay. These dictator- tolerant way of life which wm gtve eac 
ships, wherever estllbllshed, ha\'e so far race and nationallty the opportunity 
been characterized by their utter n1th- live Its own life, to expre5.9 its own .so 
lessncss. Tills ls true both of capitalistic and to contribute Its unique ,•a!ues to th 
and or communistic dictatorships. common11.ltv of human life. our ag 

They arc cqtIRlly un.c;crupulous WhE>n needs a form o! good wlll which will no 
they get into action. Both have no com- onlv tolerate dlf!ertnces but which wil 

!punctlon what,;ocver about trampling up- glaclly use them for the enrichment of life 
on the prostrate body ot human rl~hts. Judalc;m and Christianity have a me 
For both, the end Ju tl!ies the means • ."Jage and a. mission which oYerleap nl 
Both ralse politlc:11 ,·lolC'nc.? to a principle. tlonal boundaries and race barriers. The I In the fury of claso; stn1g~le the m:1ndnte.s SJ)f'ak not to the racial man or the na.
or personal morality stnd basic human de- tlonal man, but to the man qua. man 
ccncles and amc itlC'.~ are cntlr;.Jy lost They speak of truths and Yalues which all 
sl~ht, or. We h:we entered nn a~e of ~a.nc• men need for their ~plrltual and moral 
tlfled ruthlessncsc; nnd exalted cruPlty. otu1<trna.nce l\nd '\l:hich all men may cher• 
The Duk Ages could offer no compnrable- l~h re.-:udless of their color, their station 
rec or els of ma.1<s bru ll • • or their nn tion 1111 y. 

But e,·en mme nlarmin't than the toll Nei her Judat m nor Christianity ha& 
Io! Yictlms of d\ctator·hlps' physicnl Ylol - Rlwa,·s b<'en f:uth!ul to the untversallstlc, 
encP. Is the tra1tic roll of ,·!ctlm, or lls International lmplicl\tions of their re.spec• 
,;plrltunl and 1ntcllectual ,•lolenc,. :\ten t l\'E' teachings. In the new era. they will 
are driven into terrlfled silence. con- h!\ve a.n historic oppor unity to confront 
rormity Is pre.c;cribcd. Men dare not dis- the rampan , natlonalls le and racial aber
sent. All oppo.c;ltion, an pnrtlt-s. all dis- rntlons of a. C(')n!u~ed and disintegrated. 
'ICntini. opinion In press, pulpit. clMsroom, worlrt with their strong. ancient go6pel 
plRt!orm and bOOk is i:;tl\mped out. or "One God 1n Hea\'en and One Humanity 

The threat of all thl.s to m1111's spiritual on Earth." 
life ls clear. It tends to dr:,· up the main
springs of bic; spiritual creatl,·E>ness . When 
mrm lo; not allov.·ed to stand alone. to dlOJ
~nt from the m11jority. to proclaim thr 
truth which has been born in him through 
his own c;oul's tra,·nll, his ,c;plrltu!ll life Ir. 
destrorrd . 

a, In ~ :'\tan rrom snnC'tlfierl nnthlr.~. nr. ~ 
The nev: era may thuc; burden the 

church and s,·n111sostUc with another bc;k 
- to save man from the dark, E:hnstly 
heres,• or c;:rnctifled n1thlr:rssneots and bru
tality~ to preach anew l\nd wl h lncrea.ced 

\ fervor the manda es of reasonnblen 
tolerance and charity, and o .~af tnrd 

I man·s .;..plrlttrn.l freedom and 11utonomy In 
I a worlrl <'onctrided b~· encompnssln~ walls 
. or die 1torshipc. 

Th new N'\ I~ llkt'ly to wt ne~c he ln
ten~iflc~tlon of racial and national intol 
erance . Bl er economic dlstreM I~ l~'l.rt
lnC! o n11 lonal tconom1c lcola lonl"m. 
Each nation Is att.,mptlng to hecomt 
eMnomlcall,· •elf-cuf!lcient. Nation~ are 
cntrenchln&· themselves behind. tarif! walla 

Next WPl"k Rev. Francis Talbot, S. J ., 
e<i,torial secretary oC the Catholh: Book 
Club, will dlscuc;.s the canonlzlt1on or 
Mo:-e and Fisher. 

Poems That Live 
'fllE 01.n TOJC 

Riches I hold In l1~ht ,.-.teem, 
And r...---...-~"'"'"h to 6COrn '. 

- t or fame wa.c; but a dream, 
Tha ,•anishcd with the morn: 

And IC I prav, the only prayer 
That mo,·es my lips for me 

Is, "T,cave the helft hi.t now I bear, 
And ~Ive me llbertr!" 

Yee, a.s he swH d 1y6 n ear their gO&l. 
'Ti ~ 11 that I implore : 

In life and death a cha!nles., !!OU!, 
Wi~h courage o endure. 

-Robert Stephen Hawk.er, 

•AITINSBURG W. VA. JOU 
MAX 11, 1935 

As Reli 
l BY Dr. Abba HIiiei Sliver) 
Dr. Sliver, rabbi of Th• Tem• 

pie, Cleveland, Ohio, ia active 
in many movement■ for the 
betterment of aoclal condi
tion■. He ia the author of sev
eral books, including "Religion 
In a Changing World.'' 

MISSION OF CHURCH AND SYN
AGOGUE TO SAVE MAN FROM 
SANCTIFIED RUTHLESSNESS 

AND BRUTALITY 

It is quite possible that in 
new era organized religion 
have lo assume the role of 
sole surviving chamoion of 
rigbts of the individual. 

the 

will 
the 
the 

In the face of the a.mazing pre
tensions of the State, religion may 

I have to insist, a.nd religious 
spokesmen in Nazi Germany have 
already had to insist, that mau pos• 
sesses certain rights, over which 
the State. however noble its pur• 

• poses and however exalted its pro
gram, bas no power whatsoever. 

• There are sovereign rights which 
are man's own by virtue of his hu
manity and not by virtue of his 
citizenship in any given political 
group. 

All Dictator■hipa Equally 
U nscrupuloua 

lt is clear that the new e1·a is 
being ushered in by way or dicta
torships. W1hether these are pass• 
ing or permanent, 1t is impossible 
to say. These dktatorships, wher
eve1· establit1heJ, have ::;o fat been 
characterized by their utter ruth· 
lessness. This is -true both of capi
talistic and of communistic dicta
torships. Tbey are eQually unscrup
ulous when they get into action. 
Both have no compunction whatso
ever about trampling upon the 
prostrate body or human rights. 
For both, the end justifies the 
means. Both raise political vlo· 
lence to a principle. In the fury or 
class struggle 1he mandates of 
personal morality and basic human 
decencies and amenities are entire• 
ly lost sight of. We have entered 
an age or sanctified ruthlessness 
and exal ted cruelty. The Dark Ages 
could offer no comparable records 
of mass brutality. 

But even more alarming than 
the toll of victims of dictatorship's 
physical violence is the tragic roll 
or victims ot Its spiritual and in
tellectual violence. Men are drlven 
into terrified silence. Conformity 
is prescribed. Men dare not dis· 
sent. All opposition, all parties, all 
dissenting opinion in press, pulpit, 
classroom, platform and book is 
stamped out. The threat of all this 
to man's spiritual life is dear. It 
tends to dry up the mainsprings of 
bis spiritual creativeness. When 
man is not allowed to stand alone, 
to dissent from tue majority, to 
proclaim 1he truth which has been 
born in him through his own soul's 
travail, his spiritual life is destroy
ed. 

Saving Man From Sanctified 
Ruthle■sne■a 

The new era may thus burden 
the church and synagogue with an• 
other task-to save man from the 
dark, ghastly heresy of sanctified 
ruthlessness and brutality, to 
preach anew and with increased 
fervor the mandates of reasonable· 
ness, tolerance and charity, and to 
safeguard man's spiritual freedom 
and autonomy in a world constrict
ed by encompassing walls or die•· 
tatorshi ps. 

The new era is likely to wit· 
ness the intensification of racial 
and intolerance. Bitter economic 
distress is leading to national 
economic isolationism. Each na
tion i s attempting to become econ
omically self-sufficient. •ations 
are entrenching themselves behind 
tariff walls and other ar tificial 
economic barriers. The world is 
becomine.; fractionalized to a de
gree unknown in the past. The 
'C'niversal idea which fired the 
imagination of men in the 1 th 
and 19th centuries, the idea of a 
federated world, of an integrated 
humanitr has been pushed out or 
man's mind by the demands of a 
blatant. militant and provincial 
nationalism. The youth or the 
world Is bein~ taught to think not 
in terms of international solidarity 
and humanity, but in term of ('X·' 

elusive. ag:zressi\·e and corupetiti\·e • 
nationalism. In countries like Ger· 
roam· na ionalism is even further 
retri.c'teci 10 a fantas.tic race cult, 
and in its name citizens not of the 
majority race are being disfran
chised , degraded, humiliated, and , 
the Yery means of livelihood den- I 
ied th_em. Here .race idolatry has 1 run riot to a pomt where all hu
man virtues have been sacrificed 
to it. 

Cultural Plurallsm The Need 
Of Today 

"-'hat is required m our day is 
not super-heated race or national 
apoloe:etics nor mystic yearning af
ter social or cultural coorciination. 
but a generous and tolerant way or 
lif P which will give each race and 
nationality the opportunity to Jive 
its own life, to express its own 
soul and to contribu P its uniquP 
,·alu esto the commonalty or hum· 
an life. Our a~e need a form of ' 
good will which ·will no only toler
atP dlffPren ce bu which will glad
., u t.hem for I.he •nriciiment ol. 



IIAS& UCOILD 
.U. UM 

r 

(\SReli~n 
Sees It 

By Dr. Abba Hillel Silver 
Rabbi of The Temple, Cleveland, 

Ohio, is the author of "Re-
. ligion in a Changing 

World" 
It is quite possible that in the 

new era organized religion wil 
have to assume the role of the sol 
surviving champion of the righ 
of the individual. 

In the face of the amazing pre 
tensions of the State, religion ma 
have to insist, and religious spokes 
men in Nazi Germany have al 
ready had to insist, that man pos 
sesses certain rights, over whic 
the State, however noble its pur 
poses and however exalted its pro
gram, has no power whatsover 
There are sovereign rights whic 
are man's own by virtue of his 
humanity and not by virtue of his 
citizenship in any given political 
group. 

Dictatorships 
It Is clear that the new era is 

being ushered in by way of dicta
torahips. Whether these are passing 
or permanent, it is impossible to 
ay. These dictatorships, wherever 
established, have so far been char
acterized by their utter ruthless
neas. This is true both of capitalis-

• tic and of communistic dictator
ships. They are equally ~upu
loua when they get in ion. 
Both have no compunction hat
soever about trampling upon the 
prostrate body of human rights. 
Por both, the end Justifies the 
means. Both raise political violence 
to a principle. 

But even more alarming than the 
• toll of victims of dictatorship's 

physical violence is the tragic roll 
of victims of its spiritual and in
tellectual violence. Men are driven 
into terrified silence. Conformity 
ia prescribed. Men dare not dis
aent. All opposition, all parties, all 
dissenting opinion in press, pulpit, 
clusroom, platform and book is 
stamped out. The threat of all this 
to man's spiritual life is clear. It 
tends to dry up the mainsprings of 
h1a spiritual creativeness. When 
man ls not allowed to stand alone, 
to d1saent from the majority to 
proclaim the truth which has been 
born in hlm through his own soul's 
travail, his spiritual life is destroy-
ed. . 

Savbla' Man 
The new era may thus burden 

the church and synagogue with 
another task-to save man from 
tM urt, ghastly heresy of sancti
fied ruthleameu and brutality, to 

11J11-.c111 anew and with increased 
••-- the r-Mda* Of nuonable

tol9rance and charity, and to 
man'a aplritual freedom 

aDd autcmomy 1n a world eon
mtcted by encompassing walls of 

. dlctatorahips. 
'lbe new era Is likely to witness 

the intensification of racial and 
national intolerance. Bitter econ
omic distress is leading to nation
al isolationism. Each nation is at
tempting to become economically 
self-sufficient. The Universal idea 
which fired the imagination of 
men in the 18th and 19th cen
turies, the idea of a federated 
world, of an integrated humanity 
has been pushed out of man's 
mind by the demands of a blatant, 
milltant and provincial national
ism. 

Need Of Today 
What is required in our day is 

not super-heated race or national 
apologetics nor mystic yearning 
after social or cultural coordina
tion, but a generous and tolerant 
way of life which will give each 
race and nationality the oppor
tunity to live its own life, to ex
press its own soul and to contri
bute lts unique values to the com
monalty of human life. Our age 
needs a form of good will which 
will not only tolerate differences 
but which will gladly use them for 
the enrichment of life. 

(N. C. J. C. News Service) 
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By DR. ABBA HILLEL SIL VER 
Dr. Sliver, rabbi of The Temple, 

Cleveland, OhJo, Is active In many 
movement.1 tor t.be betterment of 
90Clal conditions. He ls the 
author of several books, including 
"Religion In a Changing World." 

It la quite J)OMible that in the new 
era organized religion will have to 
assume the role of the aole surviving 
champion of the rights of the indi
vidual. 

In the face of the amazing preten
sions of the state, re1fgion may have 
to insist, and religious spokesmen in
Nazi Germany have already had to in
s18t, tha.t man J)06Ses&eS certain rights, 
over which the state, however noble 
lt8 purposes and however exalted its 
program, has no power whatsoever. 
There are sovereign rights which are 
man's own by virtue of his huma.nity 
and not by virtue of hJ.s citizenship 
1n any given political group. 

It 1s clear that the new era ls 
being ushered in by way of dictator
ahlpe. Whether these are pe.asing or 
permanent, it 1s 1mpouible to say. 
These dictatorshlpe, wherever estab
lished, have so far been characterized 
by their utter ruthleBSness. Th1.s is 
true both of capitalistic and of com
munistic dictatorships. They are 
equa.lly unscrupulous when they get 
into action. Both have no compunc
tion whatsoever about trampling up
on the prostrate body of human 
right.8. For both, the end Justltles 
the means. Both raise political vio
lence to a principle. In the fury of 
class struggle the mandates of per
sonal morality and basic human de
cencies and amenities are entirely l06t 
sight of. We have entered l'n age of 
sanctlfted ruthlessness and exalted 
cruelty. The Dark Ages could offer no 
comparable records of mass brutality. 

But even more alarming than the 
toll of victims of dictatorship's phy
sical violence is the tragic roll of vic
violence. Men are driven into ter
rit'Jed silence. Conformity 1s pre-

mon on "Homewa.rd Bound." The 
choir will sing appropriate anthems. 

Church School and Bible clasees at 
9.30 a. m. Young People's hour at 
5 p. m. Mothers' D&y program will 
be given by the young people. Mothers 
art> invited aa special guest8. 

PILGRIM CHURCH 
Durmg the remaining Sunday eve

nings of this month the Open House 
group will meet In the ladies' parlor 
at 6.30 for a fireside meeting wlth the 
Rev. Dr. Harold L. Strattoil. His sub
ject is, "My Viewpoint of the Bible." 

The Alpha Girls will meet Monday 
nlaht at 8 with Helen Clapp, 26 
Kingsbury Street. 

"The Charm School'' will be pre
sented Tuesday night at 8 in Pilgrim 
Hall. 

There will be a meeting of the 
church members Wednesday night at 
7.30 o'clock. 

The Social Service Club will meet 
in Pilgrim Hall Thursday evening at 
8. It wlll be a birthday pa.rty. 

DEWEY STREET BAPTIST 
"Mary, the Mother of Jesus" wlll 

be the sermon topic tomorrow morn
ing at the Dewey Street Baptist 
Church. In the evening at 7.30 the 
putor, the Rev. Fred H. Bopp, will 
speak on the subject, "Doe. Man 
Fear God for Nought?" 

The Christian Endeavor Society 
will meet at 9.15. 

tuns o! its spiritual and Intellectual 
scribed. Men dare not dissent. All 
opposition, all partle.c;, all dissenting 
opinion in press, pulpit, classroom, 
platform and book is stamped out. The 
threat of all this to man's spiritual 
l1fe is clear. It tends to dry up the 
mairu!prings of hls spiritual creative
ness. When man ls not allowed to 
stand alone, to dissent from the ma
jority, to proclaim the truth which 
has been born in hlm through hJs 
own soul's travatl, his spiritual life 1s 
destroyed. 

The new era may thus burden the 
church and synagogue with another 
task-to aave man from the dark, 
ghastly heresy o! sanctified ruthless
ness and brutality, to preach anew 
and with increased fervor the man
dates of reasonableness, tolerance and 
charity, and to safeguard man"s spir
itual freedom and autonomy in a 
world coru,tricted by encoml)M8lng, 
walls of dictatorships. 

The new era is likely to witness the 
intensfftcation of racial and national 
intolerance. Bitter economic distress 
ls leadinl to national econcmic isola
tontsm. Each nation ls attempting 
to become economically self-sufficient. 
Nations are entrenching themselves 
behind tariff walls and other artificial 
economic barriers. The world is be
coming fractionalized to a degree un
known in the put. The Universal 
idea which tired the lmtgaination of 
men tn tbe 18th and 19th centuries, 
the idea of a federated world, of an 
integrated humanity has been puahed 
out of man'.s m1nd by the demanda of 
a blatant, militant and provincial na
tionalism. The youth ot the world 1s 
being taught to think not in terms of 
1ntcrnationa1 solidarity .wd human
ity, but In terms of aclullYe, aans
alve and competitive natlonal!am. Jn 
countries like Germany, naUonalllm 
la even further restricted to a fan
tastic race cult, and in its name citi
zens not of the majority race are be
ing disfranchiseo, degraded, humili
ated, and the very means of liveli
hood denied them. Here race idolatry 
has run riot to a point where all hu
man virtues have been sacrificed to it. 

Cultural PluraJlan 
What is required in our day 1s not 

super-heated race or national apolo
getics nor mystic yearning after ao
cial or cultural coordination, but a 
generous a.nd tolerant way ot life 
which will give each race and nation
ality the opportunity to live 1ts own 
life, to express its own soul and to 
contribute its unique values to the 
commonalty of human life. Our age 
needs a form of good wJll which will 
not only tolerate differences but which 
wm gladly use them for the enrich
ment of life. 

Judaism and Christianity have a 
message and a. mission which overleap 
national boundaries and race barriers. 
They speak not to the racial man or 
the national men, but to the man qua 
man. They speak of truths and 
values whtch all men need for their 
spiritual and moral .sustenance and 
which all men may cherish regardlesa 
of their color, their station or their 
nationallty. Neither Judaism nor 
Christianity has always been faithful 
to the universalistic, international im
plications of their respective teachings. 
In the new era they will have an his
toric opportunity to confront the 
rampant, nationalistic and racial 
aberrations of a confused and disin
tegrated world with their strong, an
cient gospel ot "One God in He nn 
and One Humanity OD Eart.h." 
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Christian Advocate, 

This artiolefappears si.Iw.ltaneoosly in four editions of 
the Christian vooate published in Ne" York, Cine innati, 

Kansas City and San Francisco 

-; -~it As Religion Sees It-I 
The mission of the church and the synagogue i.s t,o save man from sanctified ruthlessness 

and brutality and to safeguard hi.s spiritual freedom 

IT IS quite possible that in the new era 
organized religion will have to assume 
the role of the sole surviving cham

pion of the rights of the individual. 
In the face of the amazing pretensions 

of the state, religion may have to insist, 
and religious spokesmen in Nazi Germany 
have already had to insist, that man pos
sesses certain rights, over which the state, 
however noble its purposes and however 
exalted its program, has no power what
soever. There are sovereign rights which 
are man's own by virtue of his humanity 
and not by virtue of his citizenship in any 
iven political group. 

AH Dictatorships Equally Unscrupulous 

IT IS clear that the new era. is being 
ushered in by way of dictatorships. 

Whether these are passing or permanent, 
it is impossible to say. These dictatorships, 
wherever established, have so far been char
acterized by their utter ruthlessness. This 
is true both of capitalistic and of commu
nistic dictatorships. They are equally un
scrupulous when they get into action. Both 
have ·no compunction whatsoever about 
trampling upon the prostrate body of hu
man rights. For both, the end justifies the 
means. Both raise political violence to a 
principle. In the fury of class struggle the 
mandates of personal morality and basic 
human decencies and amenities are entirely 
lost sight of. We have entered an age of 
sanctified ruthlessness and exalted cruelty. 
The Dark Ages could off er no compa.rable 
records of mass brutality. 

But even more alarming than the toll of 
victims of dictatorship's physical violence 
is the tragic roll of victims of its spiritual 
and intellectual violence. Men are driven 
into terrified silence. Conformity is pre
scribed. Men dare not dissent. All oppo
sition, all parties, all dissenting opinion in 
press, pulpit, classroom, platform, and book 
is stamped out. The threat of all this to 
man's spiritual life is clear. It tends to dry 
_up the mainsprings of his spiritual crea-

By Abba Hillel Silver 
Rabbi o/ The Temple, Cleveland, Ohio 

tiveness. When man is not allowed to stand 
alone, to dissent from the majority, to pro
claim the truth which has been born in him 
through his own soul's travail, his spiritual 
life is destroyed. 

Saving Man from Sanctified Ruth]essnesfl 

THE new era may thus burden the 
church and synagogue with another 

task-to save man from the dark, ghastly 
heresy of sanctified ruthlessness and bru
tality, to preach anew and with increased 
fervor the mandates of reasonableness, tol
erance, and charity, and to safeguard man's 
spiritual freedom and autonomy in a world 
constricted by encompassing walls of dic
tatorships. 

The new era is likely to witness the in
tensification of racial and national intol
erance. Bitter economic distress is leading 
to national economic isolationism. Each 
nation is attempting to become economi
cally self-sufficient. ations are entrench
ing themselves behind tariff walls and other 
artificial economic ba - • • . The world is 
becoming fractionalizecf ' to a degree un
known in the past. The universal idea 
which fired the imagination of men in the 
eighteenth and nineteenth centuries, the 
idea of a federated world, of an integrated 

humanity has been pushed out of man's 
mind by the demands of a blatant, militant, 
and provincial nationalism. The youth of 
the world is being taught to think not in 
terms of international solidarity and hu
manity, but in terms of exclusive, aggres
sive, and competitive nationalism. In 
countries like Germany, nationalism is 
even further restricted to a fantastic race 
cult, and in its name citizens not of the 
majority race are being disfranchised, de
graded, humiliated, and the very means of 
livelihood denied them. Here race idola
try has run riot to a point where all hu
man virtues have been sacrificed to it. 

Cultural Pluralism the Need of Today 

W HAT is required in our day is not 
super-heated race or national apolo

getics nor mystic yearning after social or 
cultural co-ordination, but a generous and 
tolerant way of life which will give each race 
and nationality the opportunity to live its 
life, to express its own soul, and to contrib
ute its unique values to the commonalty 
of human life. Our age needs a form of 
good will which will not only tolerate dif
ferences but which will gladly use them for 
the enrichment of life. 

Juda.ism and Christianity have a message 
and a mission which overleap national 
boundaries and race barriers. They speak 
not to the racial man or the national man, 
but to the man as man. They speak of 
truths and values which all men need for 
their spiritual and moral sustenance and 
which all men may cherish regardless of 
their color, their station or their national
ity. either Judaism nor Christianity has 
always been faithful to the universalistic, 
international implications of their respec
tive teachings. In the new era they will 
have an historic opportunity to confront 
the rampant, nationalistic, and racial aber
rations of a confused and disintegrated 
world with their strong, ancient gospel of 
"One God in Heaven and One Humanity 
on Earth." C N. C. J. C. News Service 




