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As Religion Sees It
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The Mission of the Church and the Synagogue Is to Save Man from Sane-
tified Ruthlessness and Brutality and to Safeguard His Spiritual
Freedom and Autonomy in a World Constricted by Encom-
passing Walls of Dictatorships, Says Dr. Silver.

[This is the third of a series of articles by noted clergy of the United States, of various religious
faiths, to be published weekly in The Eagle on the Monday Sermon Page.]

No. 3—By DR. ABB A HILLEL SILVER,
Rabbi The Temple, Cleveland, Ohio.

ized religion will have to assume the role of
the sole surviving champion of the rights of

the individual. :
In the face of the amazing pretensions of the

State, religion may have to insist, and religious
spokesmen in Nazi Germany
have already had to insist, that
man possesses certain rights,
over which the State, however
noble its purposes and however
exalted its program, has no
power whatsoever. There are
sovereign rights which are
man’s own by virtue of his
humanity and not by virtue of
his citizenship in any given
political group.

Dictatorships Equally
Unscrupulous

It is clear that the new era
is being ushered in by way of
dictatorships. Whether these
are passing or permanent, it is
impossible to say. These dic-
tatorships, wherever established, Dr. Abba Hillel Silver
have so far been characterized
by their utter ruthlessness. This is true both of
capitalistic and of communistic dictatorships. They
are equally unscrupulous when they get into action.
Both have no compunction whatsoever about
trampling upon the prostrate body of human
rights. For both, the end justifies the means. Both
raise political violence to a principle. In the fury
of class struggle the mandates of personal morality
and basic human decencies and amenities are en-
tirely lost sight of. We have entered an age of
sanctified ruthlessness and exalted cruelty, The
Dark Ages could offer no comparable records of
mass brutality.

But even more alarming than the toll of victims
of dictatorship’s physical violence is the tragic roll
of victims of its spiritual and intellectual violence.
Men are driven into terrified silence. Conformity
is prescribed. Men dare not dissent. All opposition,
all parties, all dissenting opinion in press, pulpit,
classroom, platform and book is stamped out. The
threat of all this to man’s spiritual life is clear.
It tends to dry up the mainsprings of his spiritual
creativeness. When man is not allowed to stand
alone, to dissent from the majority, to proclaim
the truth which has been born in him through his
own soul’s travail, his spiritual life is destroyed.

Saving Man From Sanctified Ruthlessness
The new era may thus burden the church and

IT IS quite possible that in the new era organ-

- —

synagogue with another task—to save man from
the dark, ghastly heresy of sanctified ruthlessness
and brutality, to preach anew and with increased
fervor the mandates of reasonableness, tolerance
and charity, and to safeguard man’s spiritual free-
dom and autonomy in a world constricted by en-
compassing walls of dictatorships.

The new era is likely to witness the intensifica-
tion of racial and national intolerance. Bitter eco-
nomic distress is leading to national economic iso-
lationism. Each nation is attempting to become
economically self-sufficient. Nations are entrench-
ing themselves behind tariff walls and other arti-
ficial economic barriers. The world is becoming
fractionalized to a degree unknown in the past.
The Universal idea which fired the imagination of
men in the 18th and 19th centuries, the idea of a
federated world, of an integrated humanity has
been pushed out of man’s mind by the demands of
a blatant, militant and provincial nationalism. The
youth of the world is being taught to think not in
terms of international solidarity and humanity,
but interms of exclusive, aggressive and competitive
nationalism. In countries like Germany, national-
ism is even further restricted to a fantastic race
cult, and in its name citizens not of the majority
race are being disfranchised, degraded, humiliated,
and the very means of livelihood denied them. Here
race idolatry has run riot to point where all human
virtues have been sacrificed to it.

Cultural Pluralism the Need of Today

What is required in our day is not super-heated
race or national apologetics nor mystic yearnings
after social or cultural co-ordination, but a gener-
ous and tolerant way of life which will give each
race and nationality the opportunity to live its own
life, to express its own soul and to contribute its
unique values to the commonalty of human life.
Our age needs a form of good will which will not
only tolerate differences but which will gladly use
them for the enrichment of life,

Judaism and Christianity have a message and a
mission which overleap national boundaries and
race barriers. They speak not to the racial man or
the national man, but to the man qua man. They
speak of truths and values which all men need for
their spiritual and moral sustenance and which all
men may cherish regardless of their color, their
station or their nationality. Neither Judaism nor
Christianity has always been faithful to the uni-
versalistic, international implications of their re-
spective teachings. In the new era they will have
an historic opportunity to confront the rampant,
nationalistic and racial aberrations of a confused
and disintegrated world with their strong, ancient
gospel of “One God in Heaven and One Humanity
on Earth.”
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Of Rtghts of Indwldl}als

Dictatorships Characterlze by Utter Ruthlessness, Rabbi
ertes—lnsnsts Man Possesses Certain
Privileges Over State

The mission of the church and the synagogue in the present
world uncertainty is described by Dr. Abba Hillel Silver, rabbi of
The Euclid Avenue Temple, Cleveland, 0., in the following exclusive

article to The Pittsburgh Press:

In the new era organized religion may have to assume the role of sole
surviving champion of the rights of the individual.

In the face of the amazing pretensions of the state, religion may have
to insist, and religious spokesmen in Nazi Germany have already, that
man possesses certain rights, over which the state, however noble its

purposes and exalted its program,
has no power. There are sovereign

rights which are man’s own by vir-

tue of his hu-
manity and not
his citizenship in
any given politi-
cal group.
] The new era is
being ushered in
by way of dicta-
torships. Wheth-
er these are
passing or per-
manent, it is im-
possible to say.
Wherever estab-
lished they have
so far been char-
acterized by utter
= ruthless n e s s.
Dr Silver This is true both
of capitalistic and of communistic
dictatorships. Both have no com-
punction about trampling upon the
prostrate body of human rights.
For both, the end justifies the
means. Both raise political violence
to a principle.

But even more alarming is the
tragic roll of victims of its spiritual
and intellectual violence. Men are
driven into terrified silence. Con-
formity is prescribed. Men dare not
dissent. All opposition, all parties,
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all dissenting opinion in press, pul-
pit, classroom, platform and bhook
is stamped out. The threat of all
this to man’s spiritual life is clear,
It tends to dry up the mainsprings
of his spiritual creativeness. When
man is not allowed to stand alone
his spiitual life is destroyed.

The new era may thus burden
the church and synagogue with an-
other task—to save man from the
dark, ghastly heresy of sanctified
ruthlessness and brutality, to preach
anew and with increased fervor the
mandates of reasonableness, toler-
ance and charity, and to safeguard
man'’s spiritual freedom and auton-
omy in a world constricted by en-
compassing walls of dictatorships.

What is required in our day is not
super-heated race or national apolo-
getics nor mystic yearning after so-
cial or cultural co-ordination, but
a generous and tolerant way of life
which will give each race and na-
tionality the opportunity .to live its
own life, to express its own soul and
to contribute its unique values to
the commonalty of human life. Our
age needs a form of good will which
will not only tolerate differences but
which will gladly use them for the
enrichment of life,
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of social conditions.

It is quite possible that in the
new era organized religion will
have to assume the role of the sole
surviving champion of the rights
of the individual.

In the face of the amazing pre-
tensions of the State, religion may
have to insist, and religious
spokesmen in Nazi Germany have
already had to insist, that man
possesses certain rights, over
however
purposes and however exalted its
program, has no power whatsoever.
There are sovereign rights which
are man’'s own by virtue of his
humanity and not by virtue of his
citizenship in any given political
group.

Dictatorships Equally

unlous,

It is clear that the new era is
being ushered in by way of dicta-
torships. Whether these are
passing or permanent, it is impos-
sible to say. These dictatorsaips,
wherever established, have so far
been characterized by their utter
ruthlessness. This is true both of
capitalistic and of communistic
dictatorships. They are equally
unscrupulous when they get into
action. Both have no compunc-
tion whatsoever about trampling
upon the prostrate body of human
rights. For both, the end justi-
fies the means. Both raise polit-
fcal violence to a principle. In
the fury of class struggle the man-
personal morality and
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But even more alarming than
the toll of victims of dictator-
ship’s physical violence is the
tragic roll of victims of its spiritual |
and intellectual violence. Men are
driven into terrified silence. Con-
formity is prescribed. Men dare
not dissent. All opposition, all
parties, all dissenting opinion in
press, pulpit, class room, platform
and book is stamped out. The
threat of all this to man’s spiritual
life is clear. It tends to dry up
the mainsprings of his spiritual
creativeness. When man is not
allowed to stand alone, to dissent
from the majority, to proclaim the
truth which has been born in him
through his own soul's travail, his
spiritual life is destroyed.

The new era may thus burden
the church and synagogue with an-
other task—to save man from the
darlsy, ghastly heresy of sanctified
ruthlessness and brutality, to
preach anew and with increased
fervor the mandates of reasonable-
ness, tolerance and charity, and to
safeguard man's spiritual free-
dom and autonomy in a world con-
stricted by encompassing walls of

dictatorghips.
The New era is likely to witness
the intensification of racial and

national intolerance. Bitter eco-
nomic distress is leading to na-
tional economic isolationism. Each

nation is attempting to /become
economically self-sufficient. Na-

tions are entrenching themselves
behind tariff walls and other arti-
ficial economic Dbarriers. The
world is becoming fractionalized to
a degree unknown in the past. The
universal idea which fired the
imagination of men in the Eigh-
teenth and Nineteenth centuries,
the idea of a federated world, of
an integrated humanity has been
pushed out of man's mind by the
demands of a blatant, militant and
provincial nationalism. The
yvouth of the world is being taught
to think not in terms of interna-
tional soldarity and humanity, but
in terms of exclusive, aggressive
and competitive nationalism. In
countries like Germany, national-
ism is even further restricted to
a fantastic race cult, and in its
name citizens not of the majority
race are being disfranchised, de-
graded, humiliated, and the very
means of livelihood denied them.
Here race idolatry has run riot to
a point where all human virtues
have been sacrificed to it.
Cultural Pluralism.

What is required in our day is
not super-heated race or national
apologetics nor mystic yearning
after social or cultural co-ordina-
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AS RELIGION SEES IT

By Dr. Abba Hillel Silver

Dr. Silver, rabbi of The Tem-
ple, Cleveland, Ohio, is active in
many movements for the bet-
terment of social conditions. He
is tre author of several books,
including “Religion in a Chang-
ing World.”

It is quite possible that in the
new era organized religion will
have to assume the role of the sole
surviving champion of the rights of
the individual.

In the face of the amazing pre-
tensions of the State, religion may
have to insist, and religious spokes-

en in Nazi Germany have already
had to insist, that man possesses

ertain rights, over which the State,

owever noble its purposes and
however exalted its program, has
no power whatsoever. There are sov-
ereign rights which are man’'s own
by virtue of his humanity and not
by virtue of his citizenship in any
given political group.

All Dictatorships Unscrupulous
It is clear that the new era is
eing ushered in by way of dicta-
torships. Whether these are passing
r permanent, it is impossible to
say. These dictatorships, wherever
established, have so far been char-
acterized by their utter ruthless-
ess, This is true both of capital-
istic and of communistic dictator-
ships. They are equally unscrupu-
lous when they get into action. Both
have no compunction whatsoever
about trampling upon the prostrate
body of human rights. For both, the
end justifies the means. Both raise
political violence to a principle. In
the fury of class struggle the man-
dates of personal morality and basic
human decencies and amenities are
entirely lost sight of. We have en-
tered an age of sanctified ruthless-
ness and exalted cruelty. The Dark
Ages could offer no comparable rec-
ords of mass brutality.

But even more alarming than the
toll of victims of dictatorship’s phy-
sical violence is the tragic roll of
victims of its spiritual and intel-
lectual violence. Men are driven
into terrified silence. Conformity is
prescribed. Men dare not dissent.
All opposition, all parties, all dis-
senting opinion in press, pulpit,
clagsroom, platform and book is
stamped out. The threat of all this
to man’s spiritual life is clear. It
tends to dry up the mainsprings of
spiritual creativeness. When
10

to dissent from the majority,

The new era may thus burden the
church and synagogue with another

task—to save man from the dark,
ghastly heresy of sanctified ruth-
lessness and brutality, to preach

anew and with increased fervor the
mandates of reasonableness, toler-
ance. The world is becoming frac-
tionalized to a degree unknown in
the past. The Universal idea which
fired the imagination of men in the
18th and 19th centuries, the idea of
a federated world, of an integrated
humanity has been pushed out of
man’s mind by the demands of a
blatant, militant and provincial na-

tionalism. The youth of the world
is being taught to think not in
terms of international solidarity

and humanity, but in terms of ex-=
clusive, aggressive and competitive
nationalism. In countries like Ger=
many, nationalism is even further
restricted to a fantastic race cult,
and in its name citizens not of the
majority race are being disfran-
chised, degraded, humiliated, and
the very means of livelihood denied
them. Here race idolatry has run
riot to a point where all human vir-
tues have heen sacrified to it.
Cultural Pluralism Need of Today
What is required in our day is not
super-heated race or national
apologetics nor mystic vearning
after social or cultural coordination,
but a general and tolerant way of
life which will give each race and
nationality the opportunity to live
its own life, to express its own soul
and to contribute its unique values
to the commonalty of human life.
Our age needs a form of good will
which will not only tolerate differ-
ences but which will gladly use
them for the enrichment of life.

Judaism and Christianity have a
message and a mission which over-
leap national boundaries and race
barriers. They speak not to the ra=-
cial man or the national man, but
to the man qua man, They speak
of truths and values which all men
need for their spiritual and moral
sustenance and which all men may
cherish regardless of their color,
their station or their nationality,
Neither Judaism nor Christianity
has always been faithful to the uni=
versalistie, international Implica«
tions of their respective teachings.
In the new era they will have an
historic opportunity to confront the
rampant, nationalistic and racial
aberrations of a confused and disin-

tegrated world with their strong,
ancient gospel of “One God in
Heaven and One Hunmanity on
Earth.”

Saving from Sanctified Ruthlessness !
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By Dr. Abba Hillel Silver, rabbi of
The Temple, Cleveland, Ohio, who is
in many movements for the
betterment of social conditions.
is the author of several books, includ-
ing “Religion in a Changing World.”
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(By Dr. Abba Hillel Silver)

Dr. Silver, rabbi of The Tem-
ple, Cleveland, Ohio, is active
in many movements for the
betterment of social condi-
tions. He is the author of sev-
eral books, including “Religion
in a Changing World.”

MISSION OF CHURCH AND SYN-

AGOGUE TO SAVE MAN FROM

SANCTIFIED RUTHLESSNESS
AND BRUTALITY

It is quite possible that in the
new era organized religion will
have to assume the role of the
sole surviving champion of the

rights of the individual.

In the face of the amazing pre-
tensions of the State, religion may
have to insist, and religious
spokesmen in Nazi Germany have
already had to insist, that man pos-
sesses certain rights, over which
the State, however noble its pur-
poses and however exalted its pro-
gram, has no power whatsoever,
There are sovereign rights which
are man’s own by virtue of his hu-
manity and not by virtue of his

citizenship in any given political
group.
All Dictatorships Equally

Unscrupulous

1t is clear that the new era is
being ushered in by way of dicta-
torships. Whether these are pass-
ing or permanent, it is impossible
to say. These dictatorships, wher-
ever established, have so far been
characterized by their utter ruth-
lessness. This is true both of capi-
talistic and of communistic dicta-
torships. They are equally unscrup-
ulous when they get into action.
Both have no compunction whatso-

ever about trampling upon the
prostrate body of human rights.
For both, the end justifies the
means. Both raise political vio-

lence to a principle, In the fury of
class struggle the mandates of
personal morality and basic human
decencies and amenities are entire-
ly lost sight of. We have entered
an age of sanctified ruthlessness
and exalted cruelty. The Dark Ages
could offer no comparable records
of mass brutality.

But even more alarming than
the toll of victims of dictatorship’s
physical violence is the tragic roll
of victims of its spiritual and in-
tellectual violence. Men are driven
into terrified silence. Conformity
is prescribed. Men dare not dis-
sent. All opposition, all parties, all
dissenting opinion in press, pulpit,
classroom, platform and book is
stamped out. The threat of all this
to man’s spiritual life is clear. It
tends to dry up the mainsprings of
his spiritual creativeness. When
man is not allowed to stand alone,
to dissent from the majority, to
proclaim the truth which has been
born in him through his own soul’s
travail, his spiritual life is destroy-
ed.

Saving Man From Sanctified
Ruthlessness

The new era may thus burden
the church and synagogue with an-
other task—to save man from the
dark, ghastly heresy of sanctified
ruthlessness and  brutality, to
preach anew and with increased
fervor the mandates of reasonable-
ness, tolerance and charity, and to
safeguard man’s spiritual freedom
and autonomy in a world constrict-

ed by encompassing walls of dic-’
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s Religion
Sees It

):
By Dr. Abba Hillel Silver

Rabbi of The Temple, Cleveland,
Ohio, is the author of “Re-
_ligion in a Changing
World”

It is quite possible that in the
new era organized religion wil
have to assume the role of the solg
surviving champion of the rights
of the individual.

In the face of the amazing pre
tensions of the State, religion ma
have to insist, and religious spokes
men in Nazi Germany have al
ready had to insist, that man pos
sesses certain rights, over whic
the State, however noble its pur
poses and however exalted its pro-
gram, has no power whatsover,
There are sovereign rights whic
are man’s own by virtue of his
humanity and not by virtue of his
citizenship in any given political

group.

Dictatorships

It is clear that the new era is
being ushered in by way of dicta-
torships. Whether these are passing
or permanent, it is impossible to
say. These dictatorships, wherever
established, have so far been char-
acterized by their utter ruthless-
ness. This is true both of capitalis-
tic and of communistic dictator-
ships. They are equally Tupu-
lous when they get mt%ion.
Both have no compunction what-
soever about trampling upon the
prostrate body of human rights.
For both, the end justifies the
means. Both raise political violence
to a principle.

But even more alarming than the
"l toll of victims of dictatorship’s
physical violence is the tragic roll
of victims of its spiritual and in-
tellectual violence. Men are driven
into terrified silence. Conformity
is prescribed. Men dare not dis-
sent. All opposition, all parties, all
dissenting opinion in press, pulpit,
classroom, platform and book is
stamped out. The threat of all this
to man’s spiritual life is clear. It
tends to dry up the mainsprings of |
his spiritual creativeness. When
man is not allowed to stand alone,
to dissent from the majority to
proclaim the truth which has been
born in him through his own soul’s
travail, his spiritual life is destroy-
ed. g

Saving Man

The new era may thus burden
the church and synagogue Wwith
another task—to save man from
4 | the dark, ghastly heresy of sancti-
‘|fied ruthlessness and brutality, to
prmh anew and with increased
|fervor the mandates of reasonable-
' m.talmmeand charity, and to
n | safeguard man’s spiritual freedom
b jand autonomy in a world con- |
stricted by encompassing walls of |
dictatorships.

The new era is likely to witness
the intensification of racial and
national intolerance. Bitter econ-
omic distress is leading to nation-
al isolationism. Each nation is at-
tempting to become economically
self-sufficient. The Universal idea
which fired the imagination of
men in the 18th and 19th cen-
turies, the idea of a federated
world, of an integrated humanity
has been pushed out of man’s
mind by the demands of a blatant,
militant and provincial national-
ism.

Need Of Today

What is required in our day is
not super-heated race or national
apologetics nor mystic yearning
after social or cultural coordina-
tion, but a generous and tolerant
way of life which will give each
race and nationality the oppor-
tunity to live its own life, to ex-
press its own soul and to contri-
bute its unique values to the com-
monalty of human life. Our age
needs a form of good will which
will not only tolerate differences
but which will gladly use them for
the enrichment of life.

(N. C. J. C. News Service)
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By DR. ABBA HILLEL SILVER

Dr. Silver, rabbi of The Temple,
Cleveland, Ohio, is active in many
movements for the betterment of
social conditions, He is the

author of several books, including
“Religion in a Changing World.”

It is quite possible that in the new
era organized religion will have to
assume the role of the sole surviving
champion of the rights of the indi-
vidual.

In the face of the amazing preten-
sions of the state, religion may have
to insist, and religious spokesmen in~-
Nazi Germany have already had to in-
sist, that man possesses certain rights,
over which the state, however noble
its purposes and however exalted its
program, has no power whatsoever.
There are sovereign rights which are
man’s own by virtue of his humanity
and not by virtue of his citizenship
in any given political group.

It is clear that the new era is
being ushered in by way of dictator-
ships. Whether these are passing or
permanent, it is impossible to say.
These dictatorships, wherever estab-
lished, have so far been characterized
by their utter ruthlessness. This is
true both of capitalistic and of com-
munistic dictatorships. @ They are
equally unscrupulous when they get
into action. Both have no compunc-
tion whatsoever about trampling up-
on the prostrate body of human
rights. For both, the end justifies
the means. Both raise political vio-
lence to a principle. In the fury of
class struggle the mandates of per-
sonal morality and basic human de-
cencies and amenities are entirely lost
sight of. We-have entered an age of
sanctified ruthlessness and exalted
cruelty. The Dark Ages could offer no
comparable records of mass brutality.

But even more alarming than the
toll of victims of dictatorship’s phy-
sical violence is the tragic roll of vic-
violence. Men are driven into ter-
rified silence. Conformity is pre-

mon on “Homeward Bound.” The
choir will sing appropriate anthems.

Church School and Bible classes at
930 a. m. Young People’s hour at
5 p. m. Mothers’ Day program will
be given by the young people. Mothers
are invited as special guests.

PILGRIM CHURCH

During the remaining Sunday eve-
nings of this month the Open House
group will meet in the ladies’ parlor
at 6.30 for a fireside meeting with the
Rev. Dr. Harold L. Strattom. His sub-
ject is, “My Viewpoint of the Bible.”

The Alpha Girls will meet Monday
night at 8 with Helen Clapp, 26
Kingsbury Street.

“The Charm School” will be pre-
sented Tuesday night at 8 in Pilgrim
Hall.

There will be a meeting of the
church members Wednesday night at
7.30 o’clock.

The Social Service Club will meet
in Pilgrim Hall Thursday evening at
8. It will be a birthday party,

DEWEY STREET BAPTIST

“Mary, the Mother of Jesus” will
be the sermon topic tomorrow morn-
ing at the Dewey Street Baptist
Church. In the evening at 7.30 the
pastor, the Rev. Fred H. Bopp, will
speak on the subject, “Does Man
Fear God for Nought?”

The Christian Endeavor Society
will meet at 6.15.

tims of its spiritual and intellectual
scribed. Men dare not dissent. All
opposition, all parties, all dissenting
opinion in press, pulpit, classroom,
platform and book is stamped out. The
threat of all this to man’s spiritual
life is clear. It tends to dry up the
mainsprings of his spiritual creative-
ness. When man is not allowed to
stand alone, to dissent from the ma-
jority, to proclaim the truth which
has been born in him through his
own soul’s travail, his spiritual life is
destroyed.

The new era may thus burden the
church and synagogue with another
task—to save man from the dark,
ghastly heresy of sanctified ruthless-
ness and brutality, to preach anew
and with increased fervor the man-
dates of reasonableness, tolerance and
charity, and to safeguard man's spir-
itual freedom and autonomy in a
world constricted by encompassing
walls of dictatorships.

The new era is likely to witness the
intensification of racial and national
intolerance. Bitter economic distress
is leading to national economic isola-
tonism. Fach nation is attempting
to become economically self-sufficient.
Nations are entrenching themselves
behind tariff walls and other artificial
economic barriers. The world is be-
coming fractionalized to a degree un-
known in the past. The Universal
idea which fired the imigaination of
men in the 18th and 19th centuries,
the idea of a federated world, of an
integrated humanity has been pushed
out of man’s mind by the demands of
a blatant, militant and provincial na-
tionalism. The youth of the world is
being taught to think not in terms of
International solidarity and buman-
ity, but in terms of exclusive,
sive and competitive nationalism. In
countries like Germany, nationalism
is even further restricted to a fan-
tastic race cult, and in its name eciti-
zens not of the majority race are be-
ing disfranchised, degraded, humili- |
ated, and the very means of liveli-
hood denied them. Here race idolatry
has run riot to a point where all hu-
man virtues have been sacrificed to it.

Cultural Pluralism

What is required in our day is not
super-heated race or national apolo-
getics nor mystic yearning after so-
cial or cultural coordination, but a
generous and tolerant way of life
which will give each race and nation-
ality the opportunity to live its own
life, to express its own soul and to
contribute its unique values to the
commonalty of human life, Our age
needs a form of good will which will
not only tolerate differences but which
will gladly use them for the enrich-
ment of life.

Judaism and Christianity have a
message and a mission which overleap
national boundaries and race barriers.
They speak not to the racial man or
the national men, but to the man qua
man. They speak of truths and
values which all men need for their
spiritual and moral sustenance and
which all men may cherish regardless
of their color, their station or their
nationality. Neither Judaism nor
Christianity has always been faithful
to the universalistic, international im-
plications of their respective teachings.
In the new era they will have an his-
toric opportunity to confront the
rampant, nationalistic and racial
aberrations of a confused and disin-
tegrated world with their strong, an-
cient gospel of “One God in Heaven
and One Humanity on Earth.”
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It is quite possible that in the new
era organized religion will have to
assume the role of the sole surviv-
ing champion of the rights of the
individual.

| rights,
noble its
exalted its
whatsoever.

purposes
program,

There are
of his humanity and not by virtue of
his citizenship in any given political
group.

i
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clusive, aggressive and competitive
nationalism. In countries like Ger-
many, nationalism is even further re-
stricted to a fantastic race cult, and

What is required in our day is not
super-heated race or national apolo-

generous and tolerant way of life
which will give each race and nation-
ality the opportunity to live its own

It is clear that the new era is be- |Jife, to express its own soul and to

ing ushered in by way of dictator-
ships. Whether these are passing or

rmanent, it is impossible to say.

ese dictatorships, wherever estab-
lished, have so far been characterized
by their utter ruthlessness . This is
true both of capitalistic and of com-
munistic dictatorships. There are
equally unscrupulous when they get
into action. Both have no compunc-
tion whatsoever about trampling upon
the prostrate body of human rights.
For both, the end justifies the means.
Both raise political violence to a prin-
ciple. In the fury of class struggle
the mandates of personal morality
and basic human decencies and
amenities are entirely lost sight of
We have entered an age of sanctified
ruthlessness and exalted cruelty. The
Dark Ages could offer no comparable
records of mass brufalily.

But even more alarming than the
toll of victims of dictatorship’s physi-
cal violence is the tragic roll of vic-
tims of its spiritual and intellectual
violence. Men are driven into ter-
rified silence. Conformity is pre-
scribed. Men dare not dissent. All
opposition, all parties, all dissenting
opinion in press, pulpit, classroom,
platform and book is stamped out.
The threat of all this to man’s spir-
itual freedom and autonomy in a
the mainsprings of his spiritual cre-
ativeness. When man is not allowed
to stand alone, to dissent from the
majority, to proclaim the truth which
has been born in him through his
own soul's travail, his spiritual life
{= destroyed.

The new era may thus burden the
church and synagogue with another
task—to save man from the dark,
ghastly heresy of sanctified ruthless-
ness and brutality, to preach anew
and with increased fervor the man-
dates of reasonableness, tolerance and
charity, and to safeguard man's spir-
ftual freedom and automony in a
world constricted by encompassing
walls of dictatorships.

The new era is likely to witness
the intensification of racial and na-
tional intolerance. Bitter economic
distress is leading to national eco-
nomic isolationism. Each nation is
attempting to become economically
self-sufficient. Nations are entrench-
ing themselves behind tariff walls and
other artificial economic barriers. The
world is becoming fractionalized to
a degree unknown in the past. The
universal idea which fired the imag-
ination of men in the 18th and 18th
centuries, the idea of a federated
world, of an integrated humanity has
been pushed out of man’s mind by the
demands of a blatant, militant and
provincial nationalism. The youth of
the world is being taught to think not
in terms of international solidarity
and humanity, but in terms of ex-

!

contribute its unique values to' the
commonalty of human life. Our age
needs a form of good will which will
not only tolerate differences but
which will gladly use them for the en-
richment of life.

Judaism and Christianity have a
message and a mission which over-
leap national boundaries and race
barriers. They speak not to the
racial man or the national man, but
to the qua man. They speak of
truths and values which all men neéd
for their spiritual and moral sus- |
tenance and which all men may
cherish regardless of their color, their |
station or their nationality. Neither
Judaism® nor Christianity has always
been faithful to the universalistic, in- |
ternatjonal implications of their re- |
spectifie, teachings. In the netw era
they wilj have an historic opportunity
to confront the rampant, nationalistic
and racial aberrations of a confused
and disintegrated world with their
strong, ancient gospel of “One God in |
Heaven and One Humanity on |
Earth.” !

Next week's article will be pre-
pared by Rev. Francis Talbot,
S.J., secretary of the Catholic
Book and literary editor of the
Catholic Review - of - the - week,
Amer: -a.
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As Religion Sees It—I

The mission of the church and the synagogue is to save man from sanctified ruthlessness
and brutality and to safeguard his spiritual freedom

organized religion will have to assume
the role of the sole surviving cham-
pion of the rights of the individual.

In the face of the amazing pretensions
of the state, religion may have to insist,
and religious spokesmen in Nazi Germany
have already had to insist, that man pos-
sesses certain rights, over which the state,
however noble its purposes and however
exalted its program, has no power what-
soever. There are sovereign rights which
are man’s own by virtue of his humanity
and not by virtue of his citizenship in any
given political group.

IT IS quite possible that in the new era

All Dictatorships Equally Unscrupulous

T I8 clear that the new era is being

ushered in by way of dictatorships.
Whether these are passing or permanent,
it is impossible to say. These dictatorships,
wherever established, have so far been char-
acterized by their utter ruthlessness. This
is true both of capitalistic and of commu-
nistic dictatorships. They are equally un-
scrupulous when they get into action. Both
have no compunction whatsoever about
trampling upon the prostrate body of hu-
man rights. For both, the end justifies the
means. Both raise political violence to a
principle. In the fury of class struggle the
mandates of personal morality and basic
human decencies and amenities are entirely
lost sight of. We have entered an age of
sanctified ruthlessness and exalted cruelty.
The Dark Ages could offer no comparable
records of mass brutality.

But even more alarming than the toll of
victims of dictatorship’s physical violence
is the tragic roll of vietims of its spiritual
and intellectual violence. Men are driven
into terrified silence. Conformity is pre-
scribed. Men dare not dissent. All oppo-
sition, all parties, all dissenting opinion in
press, pulpit, classroom, platform, and book
is stamped out. The threat of all this to
man’s spiritual life is clear. It tends to dry
up the mainsprings of his spiritual crea-

By Abba Hillel Silver
Rabbi of The Temple, Cleveland, Ohio

tiveness. When man is not allowed to stand
alone, to dissent from the majority, to pro-
claim the truth which has been born in him
through his own soul’s travail, his spiritual
life is destroyed.

Saving Man from Sanctified Ruthlessness

HE new era may thus burden the

church and synagogue with another
task—to save man from the dark, ghastly
heresy of sanctified ruthlessness and bru-
tality, to preach anew and with increased
fervor the mandates of reasonableness, tol-
erance, and charity, and to safeguard man’s
spiritual freedom and autonomy in a world
constricted by encompassing walls of dic-
tatorships.

The new era is likely to witness the in-
tensification of racial and national intol-
erance. Bitter economic distress is leading
to national economic isolationism. Each
nation is attempting to become economi-
cally self-sufficient. Nations are entrench-
ing themselves behind tariff walls and other
artificial economic baf¥iges. The world is
becoming fractionalized to a degree un-
known in the past. The universal idea
which fired the imagination of men in the
eighteenth and nineteenth centuries, the
idea of a federated world, of an integrated

humanity has been pushed out of man’s
mind by the demands of a blatant, militant,
and provineial nationalism. The youth of
the world is being taught to think not in
terms of international solidarity and hu-
manity, but in terms of exclusive, aggres-
sive, and competitive nationalism. In
countries like Germany, nationalism is
even further restricted to a fantastic race
cult, and in its name citizens not of the
majority race are being disfranchised, de-
graded, humiliated, and the very means of
livelihood denied them. Here race idola-
try has run riot to a point where all hu-
man virtues have been sacrificed to it.

Cultural Pluralism the Need of Today

HAT is required in our day is not

super-heated race or national apolo-
getics nor mystic yearning after social or
cultural co-ordination, but a generous and
tolerant way of life which will give each race
and nationality the opportunity to live its
life, to express its own soul, and to contrib-
ute its unique values to the commonalty
of human life. Our age needs a form of
good will which will not only tolerate dif-
ferences but which will gladly use them for
the enrichment of life.

Judaism and Christianity have a message
and a mission which overleap national
boundaries and race barriers. They speak
not to the racial man or the national man,
but to the man as man. They speak of
truths and values which all men need for
their spiritual and moral sustenance and
which all men may cherish regardless of
their color, their station or their national-
ity. Neither Judaism nor Christianity has
always been faithful to the universalistic,
international implications of their respec-
tive teachings. In the new era they will
have an historic opportunity to confront
the rampant, nationalistic, and racial aber-
rations of a confused and disintegrated
world with their strong, ancient gospel of
“One God in Heaven and One Humanity

on Earth.” © N. C. J. C. News Service






