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PASSOVER MESSAGE 

From Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver 

I take plea ure in sending through 
the olumns of the J ewi h Review and 
Obscn·cr my greetings to all fellow 
Je\\S on the o casion of th' joyou 
Fe. ti,·al of Pesach. 

Pcsach is humanity\ first Holiday of 
Emancipation. The pie of the Exodus 
i the world's olde t record of revolu­
tion, the story of a people's heroic 
struggle for freedom. 'incc that time 
many other races and p ople have 
waged many such revolutions again t 
tyranny and oppres ion. In the sacred 
annals of I racl' • struggle they found 
sanction and in piration. 

RABBI A.H. SILVER 
The l Tero of Pc ach i oi cour e, 

M oscs-the inimitable leader, the im­
mortal l;rn giver. l\Io. cs did more than 
liberal • his people. H fashioned out 
of a horde of slaves a nation and en­
dowed it with eternal life by giving it 
'Ill eternal law--the Torah. From Egypt 
he led his p oplc to the foot of Mt. 
:inai and there he consecrated the 
erstwhile . crfs into a kingdom of 
priests and holy people. 

Passover . hould then remind u of 
our sa reel obligations under the Torah 
and of our duty to transmit that great 
code oi l'thical truth unto our children. 
"And thou shalt teach them unto your 
children" wa the injunction which 
~f o. cs put upon every member of the 
household of Israel. 



PASSOVER MESSAGE 
Ra.obi Aoba Hillel Silver 

A atran e vit 1ty po e ~ PS the People of Iar el. and 

those who under tand tnis ! · ct - fact frequently ov rlooked -

r e not at lo ·s to un, erstau.d ttie ev_r rec ri note of hope, 

ontimlsm and spirit 1 buoywicy which e fin i Jewish life 

and literature. Take this estiv· l of Pa -aover. It airl7 

ri -a with th adness of life. '1'h j or the es oft is olid 

are t triur ~ • tl.l t themes of uring, freedo , nat e r orn, 

hope r~ in led. 

Pa sover is fir ·t of all a sprl f - stival. int.er is 

o r. Spri 

itself i .. ...e 

'9 co, . The mira.cle of resurrectio1 is unfoldi 

rld a ai.z1. ils a.s 1th ladne ss 

Ra is tiv 1 of Pas over 

thP b a tiful Son ~ of Songs. th• t dulcet lilt o li e w d love 

d eauty, s ~ ld be re .... d in the syna.5 gues. 

Passover • s also a stiv 

ay • in· cl nt Ju ea, our for f thgrs de 11 

the Temple of Jeru ale~ to rin tle offeriu of their fields 

and orch!J.l'da. They cl 1tlbed the un ain r ads 1 adi to 

Jeni.a· lem c 171 g their J yous s, crifices, their h ... ns surchar d 

with Jo and d p gratitu • to Almi ty God who blessed them 

and prosp red t · em. 

Pas over 1a also filled 1th the lovelines of Jewish 

homel1 e. Al the swee\ne s~ poetry · d tend rnesa of Jewieh 

..... 
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homeli~e ar s bolized in th Sed r Senice. It • ni t 

of ml.lsic and so , o! ri dline h pit· 1 i t7 • r newed 

lo alti s tre thened t \h. 

Ho Pun u• chable, r1a· ble - th· t i t e irit of 

Paseover. •Thia y w r sl v •· Next y ar we a 11 e tree.• 

1th i hu 

o ! 1?13J!UC1 d, 

Thank G 

1ay s, s lo 

; r ~re 

1th int 

this ori 

f 1th in the •-• advancing i de · l• 

ir cle of rd~ tionJ Thia is Pa aover. 

e tiv . A lon ·sits 

r h • rt . < uic ~ n our ulse, vr lo• to our 

• 11 v. i - a ole r r v r tructi le. 



A rll - 1936 

PA.:> OVER "" SA 
Dr. Abba lii l el Silver 

A tr see e P le I r el, d 

those w.o un d thi f ct - a c\ fre uentl7 ov rl olatd -

are not t a lo t un er t d t e ever recurri not f hope, 

opti11am d sp iritual uoyanc hie we find in J wish 11 and 

lit r ture. T· e i stival of P over. It ~1rl7 r • with 

1 dne s of life. The maJor the a f thi • li e the 

tr1ump· t t ea of s ri • !re do , 
of 

Pa over is fir t/ all pri 

Sprine ha co • Th ir cle of r r. 

in th rl an 11s thi 

ladne a 1■ Pas ov r. It is n won er 

e reborn, ope re indled. 

! e tiv 1. int r is over. 

ecti n is unf lding i t elf 

it 1 dn sa a. d that 

t our . is ordain d 

t· t o eti during thi s stiv 1 of P s ov r t e eautitul Song 

of o s , t t oul cet lilt of life d love d :ut • uld be 

P s ov w a al o a Festi al Pil i e. Thr e times a 

:, • r, 1n c · ent Ju , our forefath ra • de 11 e t the 

T ple of J ru lem to rin t ff rin a of th ir field• and 

orchards. T e climbed t e aw t in r a 1 din to J 1u • l• 

t 1r J 1ous aa.crificea, t eir h \a charged w1 th 

Jo:, and d 

prospered 

r titude to mi t God wh bles d t em and 

Pa ov r ia lao fill d with the lovelln sa of Jewiah 

o 11 • ill the w etne s, o try and tenderneaa of J wiah 

homelife ar ay bolised in the eder rvic . 

of muaic • d o , friendline d h api 11\y, o renewed 



loyalties and atren t ened 1th. 

Hope un uencbable, iaij>eria le - t · ti t e 

Pa sover. •thi y e re slav s. t ye we s 

irit of 

11 be fr .• 
Faith i hum. ro re •• it th advancin id ala ot ,..,~-ind, 

f 1th int e 1 cl tionJ This i• Pa so er. 

God f r thi orious f t v • Ae lone a ita apA eal c re ch 

our rts, ui n our pulse, bring a glow to our eyes, so long 

ill we ide - opl forever yu~u,~ dest ctible. 
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r for rt 

t t 

, chec r 
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It '11.'IAlillQI t co 

r a sover, i 

1 e 

c lo 

C n 

in 

to 

t t e t C 

ct••, hich i th 

i i n o 

th...,\.LUV.,.6'A ti 

turie•, 'ffl-Tl"V O 

or the r • cy and • 

tor ro • ll th 

re lid t J 1 h 'oa<Jtn 

nd h t t 

e n.f de c. 

to • 

tri 1 d 

rt n n a 

~-..-.. ,. i t r r 

d no n tor 

iencea t the 

in el on this V t n o t nd thi 1 r 

r n ction it r r 

tr ce. t 0 r 

C 

, 0 

nt 

t n t 

0 -

r 

th 

t ov r 
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t ic 

0 

1 0 1 

C 

not 

V 1 

er, 

1 

cc 1 io o 

non v l nee 

t 1 ht, r 

v treedODl, nd • bl to rin de of h o 1 cu ot 

tin. 
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On t er b t. j tl on r l ch 

abun nc nd H re rood 

r C • t d lon 

ah e bitt r r • t l r 

an I 0 nt 0 e t. 

doee n 0011 de o liz • tin l c I 0 C r 

nt lif rd 0 n. d I 1 o l 1 

H ae t. lo 0 of our o_l tr 0 4 .or , 

• 11 d re nd ir ti 1 or OV ' 
t • e t r un t r t 

OU t th l lon • " r- V J • .. 

X enl 



Th e i no mo a ropriat ord that c n b ~ oken 

at this p rt·cu1 r time b • a Rabbi to his congreg 1tion or by 

one Jew to hi fello Jes th n tat tound in the P sov r 

Ha gadah . It a sup millennial . riences the Je sh 

eople . It i both a oberin d ah arte ing philo ophy or 

Je ish hi tory. It is th: 1 

"This is a 1 w of our exi tence. Ith so r ted in 

our lives nd in t he live of our oref ther. ar o; e than 

on foe rose int u t stro us . In every ge er ion 

tee ari e tho e ho ek to de try u . ut the Hol One , leased 

b He , deliv r u rom th ·r hand . • 



1-~ ~ S-:zw. F..._,T,y,_p_ E4i.- k-cl~ / - F~- a N,11. ~' 

w-/:....._ ~ '-:1 F ~ - c....RU,..::f:: ,:;c; IC..u.. ,V&.-L-. ,u_..;., ~&£ ~ -
'I~ 1-:r~_ - - ~ 4 -f' YoJr~- ut au luf k°"7l. 

~ ~ W/' &e j _ ~ 11_,,~ Jr J- _ ~~ j, ~~' 
0~ '-' of. ~~ ,·C\ , 

'J J ~~ IA rA.. . _ / / r I, .1 ll I, /f t> f /, ;-, --=> 7· ~-~~~- - (c if" I/~ /t°;\ - ✓-

~. }ll-c.J.e ~W _ _)) ~ _ jv,_~ _ I J=-c. 
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,~ ~ ~f7~ ~ - ~ ~~ ~ • r.~::J 
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PASSOVE ESSAGE 

I end warmest Holiday greetina s to the Jee ot 

Cleveland. 

a this Fe ti val o_ Redem·>tion re age a new 

redemption for our brothers who live today in lands of 

bondage and are suffering cruelly in the iron furnacesof 

affliction. 

1959 

In our long history, b~ the help of God and through 

the inspired leadership of great men, e have al aye crossed 

the ed Seas of danger .... nd the eary wildernesses of' the 

world, and re ched our Promised Land. 

So, b; the will of God, shall it be a ain. 

Abba Hillel ilver 
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PA SOVER GREETINGS 
1941 

I send my rme t greeting to the Jes of Cleveland 

on the occasion o our be· utiful Holid 

olde t Feftival of Freedom in the orld . 

of Pa sov r - the 

en and n·tion re a in fightin for freedom . ey 

are ain forced to croc· s red se s of blood to escape .. 1 very. 

The Pharaohs of gypt h ve th ir counterp rt in the cruJtl dictEtor 

of our day ho h v~ laced h ckles upon the bodies and souls 

of en, an bru al . a. t rs to kee t hem in c,ubj ecticn. 

ankind t~ today in revolt • ,ains t hef'e die . tors . 

r own gr : t n·t.ion h· resolved to mobilize itc: reFources n 

order to rovide ·eapon for thi revol~tion . 

e ~. e con 1 e t h· t t h cent a of ·g t ·ith it• 

triumnh nt c 1 im ~ .. 11 e reoe te i,.1 our r , and hot V·.e 

hope e reC'!sed in our Ha adah on e er ni ht, "Thie e r 

we r · £laves. 1 el t y r e hall be free . •, il.l c me true for 

all t.he o .. re~sed peoples of he t~ rth • 

Ab illel Silver 
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ABf_RJ CT _ 
T.1. 

PA SO ER SER , ON PF_A B • P A I , ,r L 
TU•S AY ro I G, APFJL 1,146. 

The celebrc1.tion of P2ssover - mankir.d' 5 oldest esti ··- 1 o 

AT 

reedom 

should remin th orld. that the Four Freedo~s for t.ich m~nki d ged t e 1st 

ar &ref r from ,on. There ·s i~es read : nt in the ·or tod r d fet r • nd 

o pre sion ·nd intolerance. ['r-r~v· ed uroie faces starvttion . 

t! ous nds of homeless re ugees f· .ce/ u ure of dark uncertr: inty. e . 

in t e ·: orld can boast of .. oli tical stab· 1i t - and many for s of t 

eo lcs in •n r p rts of the ,orld. 

undreds of 

Trul o tr vel from slavery to tue Promised 

eace , nd h an brotherhood. Alon ilderness li s ahe d and lon 

nd of freedom, 

n er · r.g. 

ut reat ~nd ins ired 1 ders i and 

ultimatel to the blessednes of those fr edo s 

The United Na· ions Organi~ tion ma~ ecome 

of these freedoms or mankind. Unfortun· tel 

~en f i th m y brir\.. J . nkind 

~ich the ges h·ve longed. 

ental the t i 1 ent 

not been ermi te to 

fwction i the ~ .. irit in ·hie. it as ere ted. The •reat o ers are using it as 

shutt e-cock in their game of po-··er .. olitics. The are em lo· in it as u soundin6-

o&rd for mutual recrimin·tio sand to ex .. ose one another's irtri~ sin the si.;;,ht 
.u.rt of tre ·orld . 

/\ 
""'>D 

ot sin le r eat power has/'emer ed ~s t'e fir 1disinterested 

of lon -sufferinb .ankind . The .L ole of o 

own countr in the United ations h~s so frr been & biguous , uncert in nd uninspired . 

The masses of the ·orld have s et no great l_aiershi to turn to1 ltho h their 

f ith in the essenticl good ill and love of ft..ir- 1~ of rec ins 

like strona pre er in their he rts . 

he hi h hope of the orl is not that the United States1 ~s t e mont o·erfu.l 

n tion in the orld should" €t to h" ith one im~eri 1 po er or bolster up the interests I 
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of unother i eri~l o er , ut th~t ~t should e+ 

o 'n no le traditions of freedo nd the ri hts of m·n , hole el t of is 

influence be' • nd the ne.-1 wor d or a iz~tion ,ho e t s:: it is to def-nd t..1'1e ri hts of 

11 eo les . T _ re is no room ithin t e conce t of the Unit Qtion Or· i ~ tion 

for com etin conce t of a ne , ala.nee of Po ·er . T e t.rn cannot survive in the 

s m .orld . The Ff t Lea ue of ~tions ·as destro ed Lec~use oft.is inner 

contradiction. All po ·er to the United N tionst If the United States ,ould sound tis 

slo n int is d n0 erousl confused and roubled orld of ours , and ~ive decisive 

indications that it me'ns to live up to it at all times an under all conditions, 

it ould send a ave of ne. hoe sur~in throu h t ne hearts of ~en. 



1!r. lll.iae Il1nwoodie, Church Edi tor 
Tbll CleftlandJIMra 
lSol Superior AVfltme 
Cl9ftlalll1 Oh1o 

llT dNr • D1Dlrood1er 

April 13, 19h9 

I• enclosing hlNldth a tw paragrapba ct.,. wwm 

tcwrow aar•dng wblch 70U ~Red. I trust that 10ll wlll 

t1nd thlDl suitable to ,our p---. 

"11th all good wiaha•• I 1•wm1dn 

st cardl•Jl7 yoare• 

ABBA RUJ.JI, SILVDt 

Amsrlll 
enc. 



FR(JI THI SERIIDN OF m. ABBA Bll,LEI, SILvm PREACHED I THE TDIPLI THURSDlY, 

AHlIL 14, 1949 

Jm•h people throughout the world wlll celebrate tbl Faatival ~ 

Puacnv th1• ,-ar with an admd •uure ot j07 111d thank1g1ving. It 1• tba 

firet PUacnw s · nee the reestablishment or ti. state ot IarMl. Thi• 

PUaover will mark triaphant]T the oollNIID&tion ot a 1111.llenisl hope. I 

auppoN that not alnce the days ot the rebuilding ot tm Temple after the 

return from the Bab7lonian aapti Ti~ in the dqa of Zerubbabel bu IIUCh • 

Pusonr been celebrated in the houaehold ot Im-Ml. 
~ 

In the long his'torT ot the Jewish people/ are three such eDJ.ted moments 

ot exodu trm alaw17 and return to tnedom-the first gr-eat exodus !roa 

BmtJtbe second frail Baby'lon in tba sixth centUJ.7 ~ore the coming er&J 

and the last one traa the horrors of per•oution and annihilation in our 

own tial. On each occuion the Festival of usOftr, the -,.l,ol of liberation 

and iJm.ncible hope, WU celebrated by our qple. 

Eepeoi~ jGTOU will be thi• Pusaftr for the hundNda of thouaanda 

ot J-■ who after lanpiahing tor ao long in tm retupe C&DI)• ot Europe or 

wanct.ring the wary roads ot hmelesaness haft .t-tnel'l.1' towid peace, seouri\7, 

and frNdom in the rebom State ot Iarul. 

It is very lilmly that the State ot IarMl 11111 be admitted into the 

United Natiom uring this Pusonr Bolidq. This will be an hietorio 

mcaem at inocaparable arancteur. The nation that has tor 80 long been 

polit, oal 'q' outcast will have been wlcaned back into the world commni v 
ot naticu •lt-NdNad, proud]Jr v1Ddicated1 111d justified in ite tait.h, 

A nat.ion that wu 80 often conaignad. to death will haw riaen traa it.a 
I 

1 1norlal Gr11CUixlcm and return to aowreign national lite. It is dralla 

ot protoad ■piritual depth and j .-.. The nation that t!rat JdndJed t,.. 

. - ' 



..,. .,. .. 

mankind the vision ot uni nraal peace will have taken i ta honored place in the 

association ot the trnited Nat.lone which ia todq the heir ot that ancient 

vim.on of r .... 1. The nation•• voioe that was silent tor centuriea in the 

council cham r ot the orld I s ru1era and statesmen, even though its spjrj. tual. 

acoent.a n ftr tailed to reverberate in the conacience ot mankind, will now 

be tree to speak s one having authority, and hope that it will ~ u ot 

old of peace, ot justice, ot COllpUsion, ot brotherhood. 

In this anasing phenaaanon ot our times there is hope 81.d comtort tor 

all men am nations who 1IIU8t wait through the desol.Ate night of watching 

~er th6 coming of dawn. 
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f~'>vie-~1J 
I take pleasure in sen in thro h the oolumna of the Je iah 3&/ eview n server y reetin a to 11 fellow Jews on the oooas1on 

of the joyous est1v 1 of Peaaoh . 

Pesach is hw.u~~~ity•s fir t Holid yo 
h ep1o of the xo us 1s th orl ' oldest record of revolution, th st ry 0 people 's heroio tr le for freedo . ince th t tie m ny other r es nd eoples h ve 

y uch r volutions g inst 
tyr ny n oppression. In the s cred nn ls of Isr 1• etr le 
they found sanction ins !ration . 

he Hero of P s oh i of cour e, o es - th inimitable le der 
the i mmort·l la - iver. o es di or~ th n liber te hi eople. He f sh1oned out of horde of el vea n t1on d no edit 1th eternal life by ivin it n etern 1 1 w - th or h. rom ypt he 1 d hie people to the foot of t. n 1 nd there h con eorated the erstwhile serf int kin dom o nd holy peopl • 

Paa over eh ul th n re nd u o ored bli tions un er th Tor n of our uty to tran mit th t re t co e of et 1c l 
truth unto our ch11 ren. "nd thou sh lt ch th wito your chil ren" as the njunction hich o es put u on every e b r of 
the household o Ier ·el . 

I houl lik , to tre thi message t this tie. Our co. Wlity 1 re r n to hold it 
or s with hich to c ry on o 

n 1 

noble 

1sh uc tion C p 1 n 

uo tion l in titutions. ay 11 our fel low Je in thi city respon to th fortho ing ppe 1 th ir fore- f there res one t 1 1: e will o a eh ve her. 

b Hillel Silver. 

TH JE ISH R VIEW & OBSmBVER 




