
 
Abba Hillel Silver Collection Digitization Project 
Featuring collections from the Western Reserve Historical Society and 

The Jacob Rader Marcus Center of the American Jewish Archives 

 
 
  

Western Reserve Historical Society                 American Jewish Archives 
10825 East Boulevard, Cleveland, Ohio 44106 3101 Clifton Avenue, Cincinnati, Ohio 45220 
(216) 721-5722                                                 (513) 487-3000 
wrhs.org                                                         AmericanJewishArchives.org 

 
MS-4787: Abba Hillel Silver Papers, 1902-1989. 

Series V: Writings, 1909-1963, undated. 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Reel     Box         Folder  
         178           65           411 
 
 

The ancient paths, 1936. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



.. 
HE \ CI£ IT P THS 

ddres , ,r u i n ex r--

c i ~, Th ll hr lni n 
College, 1 ay 23 , 1 S 

THE ANCIE T PATHS 

D.R. ABBA HILLEL SILVER 

Vir ii c ncludes the fourth b k of hi Georgi s with an epilogue 

in which he ays: Thu I an of the care of fields, of cattle and 

of trees, while great aesar thundered in war b deep Euphrate , 

and gave a ictor law unto willing nation and sayed the path 

to Olympu .' \ hile a t p litical e ents were weepin by him, 

and mighty chang , affectin men and nation were takin lace 

all around him the poet wa content to in of(""" the 1 a e, f plant

ing of th r aring of cattl and th k epin of bee . This was 

du n t much t hi love of "ingl riou 

m de tly ugg t -but we u pect, t hi intuitiv urmi e that 

h r , in natur -in fi Id tr and attle in th re ol ing eason , 

in the ternal lif -hunger of Ii ing thing in d ath and r urrection 

- w r th abiding r alitie of life th fa t which endure thou h 

all el e chang th thing \! hich ur ive th ri e and fall of empire 

and mighty ae ar thundering by d p Euphrate . 

Virgil judgm nt em und. It i go d for all m n, and e pe-

cially for lead r of men in p ri d f f rm nt and uphea al to 

k p t adily before their ey and b fore th ey f other men not 

o much the thin which ar timely a th thin which are time• 

le 
n of the great gift which a' hi toric religion like our brings 

to mankind i that it carri in it d ep channels st adily safely 

and unde iatingly c rtain tim 1 quinte ntial truth re ardless 

of th roiling and f aming of th water on th urface which may 



; 

be lashed by the sudden gusts of wind or torms. The teachers of 
our religion whether prophet, priest_, or rabbi, spoke of -. 

"the ancient paths," • - - •~•--• .... • 1111111.-.-...--
"the dark saying of old-that which we 

have heard and known, and our fathers have told u~''.-ta••••-
"the former things of old," not becau e they were laves 

of tradition, but becau e they surmi ed that in them was a pattern 
of life and ideas not ha tily or carelessly sketched by a pas ing 
day or a transient mood, but fashioned out of a va t millennial 
experience, a long and profound earchin , one which had stood 
well the wear and test of time and on which had been found by 
unnumbered generations to be the " od way the way which gives 
rest to the tried souls of men and nations. 

Our days are swept by rev lution. Our w rid is not only restless 
with change, but the changes are sudden, wift and seemingly de-, 
void of any informing principle or defini e oal. It is not at all 
clear whether these chan es are prophecy of a new political and 
social cosmos or only the thr es of a painful disinte ation into 
chaos. Men and nations seem unable to find any trong, simple 
moral certainties to which to render their eager loyalties and upon 
which to build a positive and tranquil life. The air i filled with 
the din of many confused and conf u ing voices shouting their 
strident, violent messages. Everywhere there is reat thundering 
by deep Euphrate . . ~ 

At such times the rabbi who wi hes to serve men in their 
deepest needs will do well to stand fast by the classic traditions of 
his faith. I mean, the things which are unchangeable and perdurable 
in it, the values which are from everlasting to everlasting. 
-11.-=mii.alfllllFIII"" .. Each aRe mu t have a piritual leadership 

whose predominant occupation i responsive to its predominant need. 
At all times it is in the realm of em hascs where the genius of true 
leadership lies. The role of the rabbi, broadly speaking, remains 
fairly constant through the a e and that role is fairly well defined. 
He is the expounder of the theology and ethics of Judaism, the 
interpreter of it law, and the spiritual guide of bis people's com
munal life and in titution . 

But each age has its own crisis and urgency. Each generation 
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ha it own particular et of perplexitie . This is particularly true 
of Jewish life. How frequent and udden and radical are the change 
which come over Jewish life in the dia pora. Between 1914 and 
1934 alone-in 20 short years-the life and fortune of more than 
half of the Jew of the world have been altered in such an amazing 
and drastic manner a to set at naught all former calculation and 
progno i . Think of the tran formations, political, economic and 
cultural, which have come over the lives of the three million Jews 
of Ru ia in the last two decade , and of the half million Jews of 
Germany, and to a le er degree, of the million of Jews in th oth r 
countries of entral and -Eastern Europe! Think of the new 
dia pora which is fast being created today in countries and conti
nents where Jewish ttlements heretofore had been meager or 
hardly known. ontrast the fact of Palestine and of the Jewi h 
national renai ance in the life of world Jewry today with what it 
wa before the \Vorld \\ ar. Recall, if you can, merican Jewish 
life of a generation a and contrast it with the ma nitude, the 
complexity the ferment and turbulence of it today! 

. nd think with what desperate problem of survival- heer po
litical and economic survival-our pr ent generation of Jews is 
being confronted in many parts of the world. Ther are powerful 
government today which are bent upon the yst matic d truction 
or a they would hav it

1 
limination of their Jewi h-not citizens 

any longer-but unwelcome alien . They have a full:.blown pro
gram of anti- miti m, an anti- emitic metaphysic , an apolo etic 
and an elaborate technique. nd azi m, b it remembered i not 
confined to Germany though in Germany it has had it freest 

play and it mo t shameful victorie . It i a plague of lethal ideas, 
sw eping over the world today, victimizing the Jew wh rever it 
reache comparable to the centurie -la ting madn whi h wa 
let loo e up n Europe by the rusade and equally ~ menacing 
to the peace and ecurity of our people. 

~ government is quite secure today. o people i quit certain 
of it tomorrow. Nation have simply de paired of planning their 
future. They livt>, a it were, fr m hand to mouth. Each day i 
a day which bring them nearer to war or revolution. And in th 
mid t of thi universal in ecurity and in tability, the Jut of our 



pt,"Ople is the most insecure of all. The times are desperately critical 
for all mankin~but most of all for that most sensitive seismograph 
of all mankind's earthquakes and disturbances,,..., Israel. 

A rabbi, therefore, entering upon his career in such a time of 
tribulation will, I believe, best fulfil his mission if he will set about 
to discover just what the predominant need of his age is, in the 
realm which he has made his own, and, upon such findings, de
termine what the predominant occupation of his leadership shall be. 
What does the world stand most in need of today? What does his 
people stand most in need of today? How can he, with that power 
of heart and mind with which he has been endowed., and with that 
equipment of knowledge and insight which he has secured in this 
academy of learning, most directly most relevantly, and most help / 
fully respond to those needs? \ bat will be the burden of his 
message, the cry of bis lips, the plea of his heart to his fellow men 
in these darkening days? 

I regard the answers to these questions so paramount that I shall 
not dwell upon any of the other themes hlch a Baccalaureate 
address t a graduating class of rabbis normally is expected to dwell 
upon. I will not moralize about the qualities of character which 
are requisite for succes in the ministry. I do not know what 
success in the mini try means. One of the most successful men in 
the ministry that I know of died of a broken heart. I will not 
admonish you to be strong and courageous in your advocacy of in• 
dustrial justice and political integrity. You are already too old 
to have that quality grafted on to y u if you do not already 
possess it. If one is at all morally sensitive,and if one is not, why, 
of all professions, should he choose the ministry.7he will soon dis
cover for himself that the bitterest moments in a man's life are 
those which find him desecratin with his own hands the beautiful 
altars of his own moral inte rity and quenchin the proud fires of his 
own spiritual stateline s. I mi~ht be tempted to direct y ur atten
tion to a bit of wisdom which mo t of us acquire only after we have 
badly bruised our Ives and others-that there i such a thing as 
"speaking the truth in l.2:£.e." Occasionally, the hot, impatient word 
will leap to our lip . Occasionally our hand will reach for the 
scorpion whip at the sight of outrageous wrong. But we should 

-
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bring our elves to remember that in the spiritual order it i the law 
of kindness which yields the ultimate victory. Our task is to per
suade through reason, and, through love, win men over to our vi ion. 
And if we fail-' and most of one's ministry is failur • and the 
nobler the ministry, the greater the failur s and the more precious 
and exalted the rare victories-we shall at least not have anctioned 
by our example the technique of hate, bitterness and spiritual vio
lence which has gained such currency and approval among men and 
nations today. 

I mi ht also be tempted to dwell upon the pastoral element in 
your mini try which in the eyes of many laymen in your future 
congregations will be regarded as your most important service to 
them. You will be admired for your eloquence, your scholarship 
and your achievements but you will be loved and bles ed by grateful 
heart for the helpful way in which y u p r nally will bring light 
to them directly in their dark hour for what you per onall will 
mean to them and th ir a friend, coun e or and guid . 

The and other themes are tremendou ly important and de erving 
of comment on an occa ion such as this. But uppermo t in my mind 
today/ are not these thoughts but the thoughts of the temper of 
the world into which you are entering as ministers, the desperate 
spiritual cri is in our civilization, the lif e-and-d ath struggle which 
i raging today between the classic religiou and moral tradition 
f mankind as repre ented by Judaism and th new paganism of 

power dictator hip, tate totalitariani m, militari m, and raciali m 
which i weepin the world. I cannot help but be appr hen ive 
al o concerning the quality of crisis and emergency which has entered 
Jewi h life today. nd I ask myself at thi moment, watchin the 
ordination of new rabbis in Israel, what hall a rabbi preach in 
the e time ? \ hat shall be the center of gravity in his m sa e 
and mi ion? Out of the trea ure-trove of hi toric Jewi h ideas, 
which sha1l he select to rai e on high for en ign and banner to bi 
troubled age? 

The answer, it seem to me, is to be found in what I u gested 
a moment ago in the timeless ideas of Judai m in tho e truths which 
are from everlasting to everlasting. There are certain ideas or 
principle which are indispen able to any age regardless of its in-
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tellectual, politica!J or economic complexion. Just as there are 
qualities of personal character which were precious in the sight of 
man five thou and year ago, and which will hold their identical r.-,. worth among men ten thousand year hence-' integrity, courage, 
loyalty, self-restraint, o there are values in ilie social life of the 
human race a a whole which are eternally precious, paramoun and permanent. ""' 

And the e values-unfortunately ignored, spume~ and denied by 
lar e ections of he world today, but which must neverthel s be 
def ended and con trve~ a all co if civilization is to endure:;.-,-are, 
in very truth, the o Judaism; and; today, in their 
hour of betrayal, these ideals call for their spokesmen and champions as never before. 

Let me point t one or two of these essential and indispensable 
value • A ov r irrn thou ht in Judai m ha been the supremacy of 
the moral law. There is a law-eternally alid, ritten by God in the 
hearts of men binding alike upon all men and all nations. 
is exempt from the operation of this law-~itt·..,.,.NltltlJ..,. .. ..,..,,.,s. 

... -~no state, no cia s, no party, no ,,.overnment. Against that law, nation a well a individuals can and do in 
" h sinful nation, a people laden with iniquity '-and kings and 
noblemen and priests, and rich men yes, and the poor and the 
proletariat. • • In the name of thi upreme moral Jaw, uni
ver ally mandatory and exactin , a prophet could denounce a kin • 
trAIIM M~l g2.:,)&, -.JI insi ,:s P'I ::s IM: . amuel could attack a 

au!. athan could point the finger at King David and cry out.,, 
~~-~ "Thou art the man!" Elijah could summon Ahab to 
a dread accountin~ .FWl•rt111t-erm:~~ Jeremiah cou__!_d pro
nounce down upon Zedekiah because "he humbled not himself before Jeremiah speaking in the name f the Lord." 

But the fearful here y of our day proclaim not the supremacy 
of the moral law but the upremacy of the state or the nation. 
The state or nation can do no wron . The party in control of the 
tate can do no wrong. The party bo_ , the ~, the Fuehreri 

the commi sar, can do no wrong. The eternal ry of the Jew 
through the ages has b en not "There is no kin but Caesar" but '-J----.;~-....:i-..-llfl,iie,-4t~.- 'There i no Kin° but Theel" The new 

,.... 
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pagani m recognize only one mortal sin for which a nation should 
do penance-~--the in of having been def ated in battle and only 
one impartial judge above the nation , a one of the military 
expert of the azis declared,- succcss I ince the Renai ance and 
the Reformation, ince Machiavelli and Luther, the concept of 
tate autonomy and self-sufficiency has fearfully advanced. ince 

Hegel and Fichte, the state ha been apotheosized. The tate is 
itself the right. It is the origin as well a the goal of all morality, 
and conformity with tate end i conformity with the moral law. 

tate ab olutism i teadily degrading morality to political trategy, 
and robbing man of his freedom and hi dignity. 

There i here, a in other fields, an irreconcilable antithe i be
tween the cla sic Jewish tradition and the new pagani m. The 
perspicaciou among the new pa ans know it. That i why the 

Tazi for example have centered their bittere t attack upon the 
Jew and Judai m, and upon the ·Old Te tament. ...__ 

U nd r our tradition the function of the tate i to pre erve law 
and order and to in ure the large t mea ur of ju tice among men. 

nder the new di pen ation, the function of the tat i conque t 
through war. It pirit i the '\Vehrgeist.', The goal of all edu
cation i a\Vehrhaftigkeit.'' "Battle i the di ine bu ine of ev ry 
German. In Italy children are trained from infan y in the cien e 
of soldierin~. ''In pre-war day in Eur pe,' writ Franz Werfel 
"soldiers marched because th y had to· n w boy of twelve march I ll 
for the fun of it. " In contra t to thi my tic adoration of force of , 

1 
i- t 'c 

schrecklichkeit ' and of brandi bing of fi t our tradition proclaim '::i' 
- --f~~..-. . ;f-he-goa.1 oi attr edacation-ts- ~!=t+tr-EM"l~""tf"~M.-1. / ~ _....___.. 

Our tradition proclaims the redemptive and healing power of love. 
Love thy neighbor. ' ''Love the trang r. ' The new pagani m 

proclaim the principle of hate, of clas truggle of irreconcilable 
national ambition , of xenophobia. 

Our tradition peak of humility, individual and coll ctive. "The 
humble shall inherit the earth." e new order i 
blatantly and vuluarly arrogant in it con it claim and pret n
ion . Dictator everywhere are inflating their p ople with th 

most boori h and indecent ort of national chauvini m racial vanit 
and cla intran igence. 

f 



Our tradition speaks of the dignity of the individual. Our Torah 
begins with the creation of one man and ends with the death of~ 
man. The first man was fashioned in the image of God. The second 
was one whom the Lord knew face to face. Man is significant in 
our tradition. -a.; ... ..-i•i,-i~~Mt+-"1"rl!"'""'~•MI-......_ Every 
individual bas the right to say 'for my sake was the world created." 
Every man is a unique event in the world. \Vben one sees a great 
concourse of people, he should thank God for not having made them 
all of one mind. In the new emergent world, men are being driven 
back into herd more , into dread conformity. They are being re 
conditioned into mass reactions. A fearful robotism is the clear 
objective of the modern totalitarian state. 

Thus the very basic doctrines of our faith, the salient principles 
of our spiritual and moral tradition; are bein challenged in our day 
by powerful, ruthle s, and d termined forces who are again worship• 
ing the unclean spirit .~,....~~•••••SL And these forces 
are scoring one victory after another. 

The rabbi, therefore, who is h ir of prophet, priest, and psalmist1 

who chooses to walk with them..,~~-•••iM will in this hour 
of dread decision for mankind preach, teach, and proclaim most of 
all and above all these ancient truths with an earnestness and a 
vigor, with an eag mess and exaltation as if they were new revela• 
tions just come down to man, calculated to hake the very founda• 
tion of the world. 

There is an untamed and amazingly dogmatic romanticism abroad 
in the world today. '&Ml- Jhi turo-id, head ong romanticism_.) born out 
of the _.maranatha,.. complex out of exce sive messianic expectations 
in the fields of politics and economic , ha a tendency to make the 
classic ideals and standard of mankind seem old indeed, in fact, 
antiquated. That has happened before. The nineteenth century 
believed that the laboratory would yield all truth. The twentieth 
century believed that the machine would achieve all good. Both 
hopes have proved vain but ere life exposed their vanity, they had 
a way of making the old codes and convictions of historic religions 
look outworn and lightly ridiculous. But they were not outworn. 
They were not old. They were not youn . They are eternal. And 
they are unsen ational, quite as unsensational as a mathematical 

' 
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formula, quite like the mathematical formulae to which physicists 

are now attempting to reduce this whole complex and exciting uni

verse of ours. To these un ensational and eternal truths of his 

religious culture, the rabbi should most fervently address himself 

today and proclaim them with renewed emphasis to the world. 

nd to his own people, the rabbi would do well to bring today 

a mes age of comfort and confidence. There is a time to chide and 

a time to soothe. The harassed soul of I rael today need the heal

ing, comforting word. It need morale. It needs the rea urance 

of a resplendent de tiny, of ultimate victory, of the sheltering wings 

of God. In the hour of Israel's prosperity and power, our ancient 

prophets castigated their people but in its dark hour of sorrow, 

defeat and exile, they spoke with a compas ionate tenderness. They 

spoke of resurrection, of vindication, of restoration. Their banner 

over their people was Love. The Synagog hould, in these days, be 

a place of spiritual refuge and heartening. From the pulpit should 

come to our people not querulousne s and cen oriousness and parti

sanship and spluttering polemics and the bitterness of an impatient 

or disappointed spirit- 'we walk no better for abu ing our 

crutches"-but the strong, confident faith, the gladdening word of 

hope and the wise, practical guidance and in truction. In such 

time a the e, I su pect that our people stand in greater need of 

ages than of prophet . 
The rabbi today hould quietly and patiently strengthen the 

trongholds of Jewi h life and the bulwarks of Jewish survival 

agencies. \Ve do not need today a new philo ophy of Jewish life, 

a new et of concept and definitions to play around with. It is 

not Judai m which needs reconstruction today but ourselves. Of 

course, we are in an age of transition. \Ve always have been. The 

gloomy Dean Inge opine that when Adam and Eve left the Garden 

of Eden, Adam turned to Eve and aid:- 'My dear, we are now 

definitely entering up n an age of tran ition .. _ Of course w 

mu t make adjustments to changed condition . But Jewi h survival 

owes far more to our peoples refusal to make ha ty and temporary 

adjustments, to al:) obdurate in istence upon the eternity and un

changeability of the basic teachings of Judai m--oiM.;z:--.:;~iili=t--tRlllrmz,.. -

- M••,.._M--than to any facile and accommodating adjustability. 
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/ \ e need today planned and intensive cultivation of the marvelous 
spiritual and cultural legacy which is ours, energetic dissemination 
of our eternal teachings. \Ye need training, up-building and or .. 
ganization. r 

The rabbi today should strive not for unity in Israel-a task 
quite impossible of achievement among our people or among any 
other people-but for a maximum measure of cooperation on the 
basis of common needs and obligation . He should foster among his 
people the larger loyalty to the whole House of Israel-here and 
abroad-' and the sense of a common destiny. Provincialism and 
protective isolationism are no longer po sible for any Jewish com
munity in the world today. The rabbi should encourage the co• 
operation of his people in the up building of the Jewish Homeland 
in Palestin not because that is the solution of the Jewish problem 
-there is no one solutioi;-for there is no one Jewi problem-nor:._ 
because he is enamo red of nationalism which has more or ess run 
riot in the modern world nor yet because he feels that the ¢'alutl is 
liquidating and that there is no lonaer any hope for Jewish com
munities in the Diaspora; .!,hat is a too-hasty r ding both of past 
and of contemporaneou Je\vi h history a_ well as of the history of 
mankind, btrt: because a Jewish Homeland will help to normalize 
the status o our people in the world, because it will remove the 
element of desperation-of fightinu with our backs to the wall-
from our renewed stru 0 gle for equality and emancipation, which the 
world has again forced upon us, becau e it will serve as a haven 
for hosts of our people who must now seek new homes in a world 
where doors are everywhere closing, and because this Jewish Home.1/ 
land may become in the days to come a vast dynamo of creative 
Jewish cultural and spiritual energies. 

A great hour awaits you, my friends, and you will be matched • ____ ...___--
with this hour. It is a time ••!9-Nfti•• when J(ings go 
forth to battle and mighty armies close in desperate combat. But 
you are to be rabbis leaders of a people whose very name-Israel
means wrestling with angels and demons and mastering them. You 
are to be the teachers of the Torah, and of such it was said long ~~--
ago: ~ .. -~...,.~~.,.-m~AIMID ... ._,.:i-.~ .. "whoever de-
votes himself to the Torah, he shall triumph in the end." 

_.. ---------- --
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'l'flE .\ . ·c11,:. I' I'\ I'll .. 

I IH •• \r:11 \ II11 l l l. !-- 11 \ ' l ,H 

\ ·irQil tn111l11dt', tht• iourth lmr,k 11f hi-. (,tr,1git-. \\ilh ,Ill t•pilnguc in ,1 hit h lw :-. i)-. : "'f'h 11-. I ,ant! ni t Ill 1, n• r ,i ti<·ld.;, 11f 1·;111 le and 
111 trr1•, , wbil<• !.!n·at <":tt·,ar thuncl1•rt•cl in war hy d1·r p Euph, ,ttt•,. :tnrl ga,·1• a \' il'tor':: la\\' 1111t11 willin!! n:ttiflll~ ;i11<l t•,:::;1ylrl tlw path to ( >lynipu,... \\'hilt' ,·a--t po1it ira l t• ·1·11t -. ,, l' ll' ,1,·t•(•pin!.! hy him. :md might~ r hange.--. .1fi1•1 ting mt·n and 11.1tir111-.. \\'l'rt• aki11!.! plan• all arnund hirn. tht· p 11•t \\;i-. eont1 t t to --ing llf th~· tillagt•. of plantin!.!, ni tilt' n·:1rin!.! 11f rnttll' :ind tlw kt•t•pin!.! of· lh'f':-. Thi:- \\,h - du1· 11,,1 :- 11 mw:h 17'~ ,,f "ind, rir,u:-. t·a~c" a~ lw him,elf m,1dt•~ 1l,\' '-ll! • .':!!l':-1.-.. l>11t. ,1 1• ::: 11,pert. tn hi•. intuiti\'1' :::mmi:-t• that ht•11•. in natur,\ in ti1•lds. tn·e-.. :tnd 1· 1t tle, in the n•101\'in!! :-<',bun,. in tlw tt1•rna l lifl'-ht111 1!L'r uf li\'in '..! thin;!,. in dea th ~11111 n •surn·c.:tion - ,1rre thl' a1,iding n·.diti1•,, oi lift•, tlw fa1 ts \\hil'lt t'tl<lttn· though a ll l'I:: .. rl1·111Q1',. the thin l!:- 11hirh ·m1i l'(• tlw 1i-.1• and fa ll of 1•mpin.•-. and mi!!ht~ { ·a1•:-ar, thundl'ring l,y cl1•t·p l·:uphrate:-. 
\ ' irgil':- judgnwnt 'l'(•111, !'11unrl. It i:- tr1111C( fo1 all mt'n, and e,peci.1Jly f11r l1•ad1·r-. of mt n, in JH"ri1111-. o i it·l'lllt'nl and uplwa\'al, ln k<'cp "IC'arlil~ l)(' f11r(' t ht•ir t')'l':- and IJl'ft1n• th{' ,~> e..; of 111 lwr nwn not ::-o much rlt.• thin t:-. 11hirh :ire timely :b tht • thing, wliir h art' tim,•lcs, . 

0111· 11f the !.!n•at µ iit ,, hich an hi ... tnril' rl'li!.!ion likl' our-. lirin f! -. to 111a11ki11d i, th:tl it nttril' ... in it" det>p t ll't111wl-., ,t,wlily, safl'ly and undc·,·ia 1 i11 ~!_1. r ert .r in t inwll~::-~ . q11i11tc" , ntial truth!- , r<'tra rdh•:-, oi thl' rnilin (.! and ioamin~ ,,r thl' \\':t(t•r..; on tlll' . urf.tCl' which ma) 

• ~ P " D~ f~ 
he la , I ,·d hy the , u!d<' n " '" t- "f II ind or ,t onn,~T h.- ,, iidirr,~· 11 f 7 (Cf) our r •li!.:°iPn ~ \\'I. tlwr p111plwt, prh•:-.1 or 1,tl ,hi. -.pc, ,P 11f th• ~ ?iy l:l'r; ·1h a nrit·nt p:t1h!>." 11,_, 1J:,' IJ:::,t ·1D'N ~ i 'J~ n, 'n U? , '/Jo , n.:i~, ;; , ;, • 1 hr <1,11 I, " 1. in1-,, 11i 1 1d ti c1 t 1 1 1 wr hah"' t•:nd anrl k11u1111 .• uid, n fatht r:- h.1\'l• to! I 11..;" t lv• nni!.:Jw i .. t.. ,, ...... 

d 1h.1t 111 Llil'r 1 ,, .i-. , 1 p.ttt1 rn of li ft• Ull() id1•a-. 110 1 I ,Hily 11r carl'k,-.ly ,kt·tc hul liy a pa :-,ing day or a tran,it•r,t 11100d. hut fa :-hi11nccl out of a va:-t mi llt-nnial l' \p,·rit'lll t', a long and p, oiound '-l':1n bing, onl' which h· 
1,Pll tlw w~ar and l11:-t of timl'.i\one whit h had hPr n iound by 11 11-numbued gtn,·rations lo ht' tlw "crnHI \\'ii> ... the ,·.-ay \\hich gin•s rl'd lo tht• tried ·oul..; of men and nati, n..;, 

Our days arl' ;-;wept h~ rl',·olu t ion. Our world i..; not only l'l'::- tlc>-.::; with rharn,:e, but the rhangt• .... art' !-Uddt•n. S\\'ift and :-tl'mingly de\'oid of any infonning principle. or cl, ti nit, ~,,al. lt i:, not at al l dear whl'ther t hv,c rhalH!e:- art• prophl'ry of a II w politic ii and !:Ocial co:-1111;; or only llw thrn< :- of a painful d i~int1•tm1tion inti> rhan,. \f( n :111 <1 nat ions :-et·m unablt.· tu find any ,trong . .;imp!~ moral u rt ,i11t ie, U, \\hk h to rl'ndc•r th.'ir t•:tgt•r loyaltil'~ and upon \\ hitl1 111 liuifd .r p 1 itin: and u inquil lik Tlw .1ir is tilll'd "ith the din of m,!IIY confu, d an.I crnifu in~ ,·oiu·s shouting their ~tridrnt , violt•nt m6 --a~<:- . Cw,) \\'lll'rl' tlHn' i:- .!!real thunrlC'r in!.! by deep Euphratl', .... 
• \ l ,uch timr,, tht• rahl;i 11ho wi, h,•, lo :-t•rw men in their deq,t• --1 neul ... will do wt·ll to !: land f.t:--t by the cla,~k tradition:- ~f hi, faith . I nwan. thl' thintr, \\'hirh are 1111r h:111g1•al>le :md p!.'rdu1 :tl1L• in it. the I a lut.; 11 hich an• from l'H·rlast ing to (•,·t>rla:-tincr. 
' e> 1i1 "111 711 . Each agl' 11111, 1 haq~ a :-piritual lc:tcler,hip 11 h, i.. • pn• lon1in.1nt on-11p:1ti1111 j ... re-.po11.:;in• to it · predominant n°t•d . • \t all tim~':- it is in lhe realm ,,it mplt 1scs w!wrC' the geniu:: oi true ltadtr!'hip 1i<· The roll' oi lhr rabbi. brn:tdly ::-praking, remain:iairly l't>lbtant through tht• ;1g~-- and that rn't· i~ fairly \\' 1•!1 detinl'II. Ue i, tht• ·~p.iunrl<•r of tlw tlwolo"y and t•thir of J ud.ii~m. th :: intt•rprt•ter of it :- 1,rn . and thl' ~pi ritual guide of 11 ; .. pt•oph··. cnmrn1111al lift· and in:-tiluti11n, . 

But t'ach aL:l' li::s it-. mrn rri:-i-. and urgrnry. Eal.' h !.!t•1wr;1tion 

2 

h,1:- it, rJ \\'11 partirula r !:l't oi p?rp!t·.\itit•-. Th i:- i, pa rticular ly tr ll l' o i J<.11·ifh liit·. llo\\' frrqm•nt ;md :- uddt·11 and radit,1! .ire thL l'!nnl!l'• ,1hirh cnnw m·c.•r J<'\\'i -:h liie in the clia -.pora . Bt l\\'f' t n I tJI ,+ and J 9.3-l alnne - in 20 , hort yt'.tr:--tht> liie and fortun· ... of m11n• than half oi tlw Jt•,,·,, o i till' \\'orld han· l>t ~n altered in :-uch an ama,dn!.! and cha, tic manm' r a:- to ' <'! ,ti nau~hl all iorm<.•r r alrulati,111 :1111 prot:no::,i, . Think oi th~· tr,111, i11rnintio11 ... political. t'(n and rultural. whkh ha\'e l'(lllll' m·u tht· liw:, 1if ~l't' million Jt·11 :of Ru,:-ia in thl' la :- t (\\'(> dt•r;11!t• ... . and ~ half 111illi1111 J,11' .., 11f CtlllW/J\', and to a il'""l'r dt·!.(r~ tht• miln ,,n .... o i fl\\', in ti~(' ntlwr cnuntrit·: of (\ tllral and E:J-.te~ Curn1 l ' : Tl; ink ni tlw m•,1· dia--pera \\'hirh i:- ia -.1 ht•in~ t l'l'.ttt•rl today in ,·ountril•., :rn<l r1111t i-
11l Ill:- ,, hert• ]<111 i,h :-1•ttlt•mt nt :- lwrl'loiure had l>t·en mt'.l~l'r or hardly l..:11011'11'. C'11nt1a:- t tlw fart 11i l '.1k·-tim• and oi thl' Jt1d, h nati, ma l tl'nai-.....a nn · in till' liit• ni 1\11rld J< \\'ry 111day with \\'hat it ,1·:i, lwforl' the '\'orld \\"a r. f ' p, Il l, ii ~0 11 ran. \ 111erit:a 11 J1 \\'i, h lift· oi a ,!..l'll t'r.11i, n .1.:11 ,md 1, ntr.,,t it , 1 ith th< m 1:-:nitu It•, th ('( ntr lt•xit), the f1•1 m• I II I turli11l1 lH I I I it tr It) 1 .\nd think ,11th "I 11 ,, 

litk,tl tnd ll 
,hll :, I 

I • 1tu1 111 111,tll_1 p.1rt , 11I tlw 11 rn Id . Tht n• art' p,,w~•riul !.!fll<rlllll<nt -. tod.iy ,1hich arl' bt·nt upon tlw .y,ll'rnatir cfp-.1r11cti1111 or,, ... lhl'y nould ha\'l' it l'limin.ition of tlwir Jtwi,h - not ritizen:an> loll!.!l'r buL llll\\'l'k r,m~ ~llit•n.... Th1-y haw a iull-1,lnwn proi..: ram 11f anti-:O-t miti.;,n, an a111 i-Srn1i1ir mt taph) -.ir,. an apnl••!.!t•tirs :1 11d an (•l.ih,,r.11(• l1·1 l111iq111• .. \nd .\";1,:i-.m. he it rt'mt·rnberl'd. i, n11t n,nfr1wd tr, C1·r111any. tho11:.d1 in ( ~l'rma 11y it ha" h:!d it:- in.·c•-.t play and it .; 1110 t !-hanwful \' it 1, ,ri .. ,. I l j,., a plague• oi l, t hal idt•a.;, "\\t q,in!.! mer tlw \\ orld today. ,·i1 timi,: in!.! tlw .k\\" , IIH' l'l \'t' r it ll,llh1•-., l1•rnp.1r,tl1!t• l11 tht· 11·11t urit•--- l.1, 1in!.:! 111.icfw-., 11 hh h n :is It I 1110•1' upnn Eur,1111• hy tlw ( ·rn ,ad,·s, a nd ,·q1i:1II~ a -. nwn.11 in" In t l11• pt·:11 1· aml "t n 1ri t) 11I 11111· p 11p11·. 

o l-{11\1•rn111,•111 j.., quit<•-, 1 U l \' 111d 1_1. 11 p op11 i, q11i1 ,· u t t.1in , f it.., t11morr \\. '\; 1t io11.., h.tH' ,im11, dL p iirul oi pl 1nni11• 1hei1 iuttm I h ) Ii, I ,t, ii \\ I l' r, Ill I. nd I I It I ) I I I ' i ,1d1\ ,1 ih ,1i11 -ti 1n11,11t1 l11111r11r11 ,,l11i,11 \ ntlH 111111 t nt thi 11111\11,tl lll t1U1i1, .ind in t,d>1l111. 1lw I I ol ,1111 
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an l 01h11 . 1 k• 1 I m rn r 1rtit cli mi11·11 i11n ni our 
{ tc in 11 t :•t 1 ·11• 1 ,, ... t, 'mile in, and , rv m' ·11 i, 11. 

Tiu' ta' Ii 11 rJ ,y . ho11l<l st he 111: for 111.it) in I r, C'I a ta,;k 
q iitt· imp ihJ.-. 1 f ;1( hi vrmu1t :1111011" our I oplr or ,,m,111, ny 
dhrr I >J Ir l 1 ( for ,l tn j, t ll1 !1 (''I ur· .. r co p.rati,111 f)ll th(' 
ha i l)f cnn 111 1 11 '•els .tll'I ,11 J,natinu-. lle h11u d i11 !er atnllll" hi:-, 
1,•1p1c thr 111" r J, alt, l11 the \'h,,t,, Ho•1, 11i I r.1cl her ,111cl 

alu I Hl a11 l I h,• n c- 11f 1 11 1 vm d I im. 'ro ·inci·tl".,111 ·111<1 
r otc ti, e i nl,1ti11q' 111 ~' 1111 1 1, r r ·1,• r r ,111. l \\' 0 h rn111-
lllllllil) in t'1r \ rld t , i.•y. Th 1.1hhi "houhl l "' ur 1• the rn

< I r.1ti, 11 of h:,; p 11 It in th, u 1-!,· ·1 Ji1 , nf tile I \\ 0 h I{, 1 1 d 1 d 
in l'.t! • t'nr 1101 ht cc11 " 111 t 

t hrrc i :1 , Pill' h io 1 

btc, u-.r he i I nnm 1ure,I (,f 111ti, 1n 1-.11. \\'11· h I .1 1, me or· !c 11 n 

riot in th 111 drrn ,, 1 1 • < • lu i 
liqu:cl, tintr , 11 I •Ii: t th1 ·., n, i 
111unitics in ti l I>" i' 1 • 1 ,, , o p:.1,t 
:md <if cont m • J i • ·1 w 'I ·1 , i ti: hi t r) 11f 

111,ll!kiml. l}llt !, C"ll: • I ,, i h llo• e1a11 1 ,, ill ht Ip to normalize 
the -.t,1t11,; oi our p 1\: in th \\1 rl l. b c·111- it will r.•now the 
clcmrnt f'f dr p r. ti 111 if f htin, , ;1h nm 1, 1 .., t11 tl1 ,.-. 11-
fr Ill ,n1r rrn w rl -ln. Ir f •r r u.- 1ity and m·inr'p 1ti1,11. ,, 'iich tl1c 
world lt,1<, ~1 11,1i11 force I ll ). n l • 1 'I n it \ ·iii --( l"\ (' a ha\\ 11 

f,,r IHl~t ... 11f 11t11 p , p' , h m t 11,, l, !l ,._. h 1 in .1 wwlcl 
\\hrre do 1r:,,, arr e, r), ·I I"<' c1, 11 •• 111 I h cnuo;' thi J , ·i h IIorn••· 
land ma. lt•umw i11 th <l") tu l(llll' a ya--.t d)ll'tl'lO oi n 1tin~ 

11 rultural ancl ii itu, I 1·11 I" ic-.. 
rL).::._ • await... 'tJll, Jn\' fri nd . illl I 
~. : ,__ _____ .,. It j ... 'l 

0

t°lll" of o•::,',7.)i) n~; 
11 I mi •htv • l 1 , ·n t . t c ml a!. But 

yon are tu l , r 1'i1Ji , lr,1: r:, of a p iplc \ ' e HJ'\ 11 rn,· I rael 
me.in'- \\ re ti" 1, \\ ith , 1 •cl .-ind 11 11Pn , wl , 1 • ' 1 ·n ~ • h, 1 1. Y,,u 
an• to ht• I h' 1 ,ll'h, r 111 'f rnr, Ji an I t f '-UCh it \\\I • aid jlJllO' 

ago: ;i',,;11~ ;rt 'i;"'l ;iii 1 ·:;', .,j,-:J ..,,')'J ::., ',.:, "'wh11-\<'r d{·
,c:;;J him ... e1 · G, thl' Tor.1 , lw ... ha11 lrt mph 111 the end." 

ps ,J2.. 
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Virgil C J elude t e f urt bJ of s Ge rgics itn ep il 

w ich e s s: "Thus I of t e care o fields, c ttl d ,f t ree, 

victor's •1 ile • 
C1:2.e rt in w r b de ~ p r t s, a1 

L • • t w li n t ion , d e t ne o th to Oly us ." 

pol tic 1 events were swee ing by hi, i ty ch es, 

-d n tin, r t in nl· ce 11 run m, tne 

oft tilla e, of pl ti g , of the re rin of c ttle . n 

bees. This w· s due not so much t nis live o " · 1 ri us 

·ve 

' le va t 

a.ff n 

c nt nt t in 

tne eep i n of 

b. ett - as e 

'i self o - tl su e ts - b t, we sup ct, t is intuitive ise 

t · th re, inn ture, - in field, tr es · d c ttle, in t1 r v lvi 

s s , int e et r 1 11 e- unger liv in tins, i d t d 

ressurect ·on - w r te a idin r Pal ' ties f lif, t f cts hich .ndure 

tho 11 else changes, the tin which s v v t ri • d 11 of 

ir s • d • hty Caes tun ri d ep 

It i Vir il 1 s d or • 11 n, d 

e eci lly f r 1 der of en, in ri ds ff rent a · val, to 

kec il, ef r tn ir y d ef r t1e eyes o th r n t o 

ch t t iJ.i i: ic 1 ti 1 as t ~ t i 1icn e t eles . 

One of t ifta • ic • istoric r 1 in lie s 

brin ., t ind 1 t · tit ca rri in it dee , s t ily, s· eJ.y 

in 

undevi ti ly, cert· l timele s , u i teas 1ti l t ts, r r le a 

d 

the 

roilin an fa.min of the a t r f ·ce which 

ts f ind r t rms. T,1e t ch rs of our reli o -

t t, rie torr bi, sp e the 

a.nciPnt r t "· the "the 

old - t i t whic w ve p• r d d wn, our 

"t 

rk 

e t ld u " -
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the - itthe f r tnin s of old", not oec, u e t ey 

w re 1 vea of tradit n, ut bec:u e the 1r i ed t • .. t in tL w s a 

pattern lie ,d ide· s n t astily or c relessl sketch db. a • ss 

day .Jr tr· si nt d, ut f ~s ioned out of v· s illenn1· 1 1 ce, 

a 1 n aml r ound sea.rc1 i C, one w lCn ha tood ell t wear n d t s t • 

of time, e • ich d been found by unnurnbPred ner t i n to be the 

";pod ay" t the tilch dves rest t o the tri d ul 

of en d t ons. 

days r swept y rev lutio . )ur w rld is n t l y re tle 

' t C ut ........ t:lt ... s a1 su den, swift a " se :iin ly devoid f ziy 

i f in rinci le, or definite al . It is n t t - 11 cl r w t 1 r 

tile e c an s e ..... r hecy o. 11 tic 1 ci· l c os or only 

pai ful disinteur tion it n nd n tion s e the throes of 

un ble t fi y atro le r c rt intie t which to re r 

t eir e i...er loy· 1 ties a u: o which t build , .. itiv d tr uil 

1 i e. 'l' e ir i fi l led i t th d n of c fu ed • d c nfusi 
thundering by deep Euphrates ... 

a e. Everywhere th re is a gre~t/ 

At such ti • t r b i " w es t serve ninth ir de pe t 
to 

needs il l do wel1[ tand f st by the cl ic tr d1t i on i f· it. I 

e • t t i s w ic are u cru g le r ur 1 ln it. t v·lue 

• ic r r ev rl ti ~ t ev rla ting. 

. ch a mu t " 8 .rit 1 l r lp 

wni e r d t occun tin i re nsi t it r d i t n ed. t · 11 

tie " t i l t r • l 0 e aes wher th 7 eniu oft e l~a er ip 

li • e role of t i. br dl p .. i . re • 1. f· irl C n t t 

t u t d t t role f 1rl ell definf!d. mJ i t. ex under 



of the theology d et ics )f Ju ai th ·nteroreter fits la, ad the 

suiritual gui e f i s eo 1 's co um 1 lif • 1d insti tut ons. 

:But ac 1 a 6 e , s i t ow crisis aid ur .>e .. cy. E ch e er t iou s 

its wn r ticul 

life. Ho freque t 

set f p rJle ities. Thi i particul· rly t r e f Jew · ah 

d udden d radic are t e ci ges w ich co ne over 

J wish lie int e diaspora. Between 1914 • d 1934 lon in 20 short 

y s - t e li e d f 1rtunes f ·n re lf oft e Jews oft e rld 

ve b e 1 altered in such nd dra · tic U&Q~~er as t o set at 

nau ht 11 f rmer CL..lculati n d r gn sis. Thi of the tr sfor • t ns, 

p liti · l, ec n ic d cult r a l, w ich v c e ove. the lives of the 

three illi n Je • f Ru ia in the l · t tw decades, and t ne l! illi n 

Jes of Ge any, t a le er degr e, tne . 111.1 n f Jew• int e other 

c untri s f C ntral • d • tern ~ ropeJ Thi o tu new diasoora w ich 

is f· t ei g cre · t d t d in co tr Qs , c ) .tinents J wish 

ettle ents Preto:'ore ·db en me· er or hardly wnJ Contras t t e f ac t 

Palesti e nd of t} e Jewish nation, l re i ce i t 1 life of w:>rld 

Jewry to • it w . t it s oef re t .1 rld r. Rec 11, if y U C , 

1A: Q ic Jewis li e f a e r ti a. 0 - and co tr · t it wi th the 

itu e, t e compl xity, t • l{ turbul nee of i t to • y! 

d thi wit t desu r t r 1 s of surv·v 1 - er 

p 1- tic,.l • nd c n mic survivr 1 - our resent gener t ion f Jews is 

bei 7 co f ro ted _n p ts f t 1e rld. h r p are po erful goTer nenta 

to which ebent upon the sy te tic estructi n or s t . ey would • ve 

it - eli inc::a.tio 

alien . ney ru ve 

etan sics, n 

ft eir Jewis - not c tize 

full-blown pr ~r 

lo er - but un lcome 

t -Se itiam, 

olo tics d n· elab r · te t chui ue. An 

anti-S mitic 

azis , e it 



r is n t confined to G r t t in r it d its 

free s.d its t s .1eful v ctori • It is a 1 Jf let 

id as, s e over t l e world t • victimizi 0 th Je wh rever it 

r a.ch s, co ar ble to the ce tu.ri - l · st · • dne s w ich w 1 t 1 e 

u oon ope by the ' des, d e ua.11 8 e • ci tote ace· d 

ec rity o our 1 • 

J. g ver ent s qui te sec e t No e pl is uite certai 

fit to rr w. • ve sirn 1 de paired f pl · in their ure. 

They live ,· it d t th. !i' ch • is < da hich orin 

t l ID t o . r or rev l uti • 1d i n the nid to this universal 

in C it 

o ..... 11 . 

d ir ta ili t y, th lot of • 

ne tim re de u r tely criti l 

of all fort t mo t sensiti es i 

d1Rturb ces - Ir· el. 

Ar· i, t ' ref r e, teri on is c 

tri ul atio will, I believe, e t lfil hi i 

1 

i t e t l 

ind - but 

re 

t 

er i such a tie of 

io if e will s t 

. d 

t 

t di C V r jut t t redomi t eecl f i e is, in t nich 

e ·s • de is n, • id, up en fi di s, det r 1 e _t t redo 1 t 

occup ti of i.i 1 t 0 t .e rld t nd oat in 

n d f t { t oes .,1 le t a.nd t in need f t '( Ho C 

he. it t · t p er t l.d i nd, with h .:.c a bee d, 

d it t r t e uip t of 0 le e d iu l t nic n. s cur d n 

t i C 1 i • 0 t direc tly, mo t r d t 

J. 1 full r s 01 t those eds f t · 11 Je t rden of hi 

tn er f i lips, t e 1 a f .. -rt to hi f ell en in thee 

d r i 1 



not dwell 
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I re rd ti • swer t th se ue s tions o p ra unt t ~t I 11 

oft 

cl s of ra is 

t her t uemes which a Baccal urea.tea dress t 

rmall y i s ex ected t o del l uuon. r will not 

m ral1ze about the qualiti s J f c • r acterlilich are requi ite for success in 

the mini t • I don t know • 1a t succe ~s in the ministry ans . One of the 

ost successful men in the inistry t· · t I kn ) f died a bro en h ar t. 

.d c 1ur _eous in y ur advocac f I will not rdm. ish iOU t be str l 

i rdus trial j tice ~ d pol i tical int ity. You ~re alr · d t o old to 

t ' t ual · ty 0 r af ted on to u - if y d not c;.;.lr 

If o is· t al l morally sen itive - • d · r oe i n t, 

uosses it. 

, of · 11 

profe sion , should he cho se t e ini t y - e 1 1 soon d i cover f or 

hi1 self t t t 

him uesecr· tin 

bitter st o ent in a l are t H:>se w le f ind 

th h i s o ds t e beautiful a l t· s of is own 

re rin d ,ue A ching the uroud f r .s of is n spir · t ual t · teli1 e s. 

I temp ted t o dir ct ur a ttenti Jn to a bit of i sd w ich st 

of us c uir .1.ly • ft er e • ve o· dl 0 ised ur elv , 1d ot era - tat 

1 such a t ning a "spe in t · e truth i n love." Occaaion lly, t e h:>t, 

irnpa tie t ord will leap t ur lips. Occas n 11 our • ,1d ill re,_c.r 

f r t e ·c i n ip u. t t si t )f utr e OU"' ro • t we should 

rin urs lv st re e nber t t int e s ir tu.t..l )rder i t i t 18 l aw of 

indn ss nich yields t · e ult· • te victory. t s i t ers de 

through r so , • d, thr h lov. wi en overt our vision. d if 

e ail - • mJ t of on •s ~ini try is l lure , d t i no 1 er the 

mini try, t, r Pater t e f· lures, ~ t· e r rec i, e ·.lt d t e 

r r v ict ri a - • • 11 t at l t 1 t 1 ve t · n i by our exa. , le 

t re 
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tne techni ue f te, bitterne a d 1ritual vi le ce ich h:~a i ed 

sue curren d au rov ng en • l tiO to • 

I 1 o be te ted t ~ d t l e • s t r 1 el tin 

1 n i y r f uture c e t · ons 

will ere - r ed s y ur . t 1 p rt· t service \ o t em. Y )U will be 

admi red for our eloquence. y ur schol r ship d y ur · c iev eut but y 

will be loved d ble ed b rc.:. teful e·rts f r t .. e elpt'ul w· ~ in ic 

yo personally r ou:7 t li t t t irectly l.ll their urs, for 

t OU e t t t e d t eirs en:; • lly f rie d , c ellor d 

ide . 

These d ot er \he e e tre d us rt t • d servi 

f C ent o ccasi n ch t 1 t t in 1 ,- to • • • 
t es• t 1. • ts ut t e t t of t he te f t J.e orld i t .( ich 

0 enterin 1st ra. t d sp,=-r t spiri t • l cri is in our 

civilizatio • t i e d- e t st r e .. ic is r iD t od 0 t een 

the cl ssic r 11 m ral tr di t io of : • & re ted b;y 

Ju is al t e • is of 0 r, diet t r ip. s t · te totalit ri i 

il.1t i . r d r c i is hich i s s eepi t .. e orld. I C t l p but , 

be • :o re e ive conce nin t e lity of crisis . d e r e c ich 

a e tered Jew ·a lie to d s . elf t t is te1.iin 

t· rdi ti of new r 01.S I r el, w 11 r a ch in 

t e tie ? 

i i on/ 

ts ·11 bet e c ter of • vl t i his re a e d 

shall hes lect t r 1 e n 1gb fo r 

ag f 

nist rlc Jewish ideas, w ch 

ign d b , er t is tr led 

re 

• 



'i'h 

.verl sti 

indi 

c n ic c 

w r, it e· st , int b fund ·n . t I 

t t. i d· f Ju i m, int e truth C 

e t d a 

e fr 

t o everl· stin. there are cert· i i e r ri c iple Wiic 

t wry ag re rdl it i tellectual , 

lexion. Ju,.. t are i ties f per n 1 c.r . racter 

ich w re rec u i t · - si t ) 000 year d w ich wil 

t e·r i _ tic· l )rth o .. , r 10 ,000 J rs ence - it . rit., c0ur e, 

loyalty, lf-restr~i t, - s t r re v· lu i t e )Ci l life ft e 

:u: r ce as ol lich ar et rnally r cl s, p· r ount nd 

And t ese v u - unfortun·tel i nor • urn d • d 

t e rl , to , JUt hi ch st el c s be def 

c nserve . t 11 cot if civilJ.z· ti - ·re, in very t t, 

re 

ld 

1 r e 

the f J in t r h tr · 1, 

thee id C 11 fr t r P • s n v r ef re. 

tI S enti 1 11 i nsaole v lu 

v re1 t in Jud· l is t i cy 

1S tr · 11 v li , ritt n G ~r t s f en , b i.1 n 

1 uoon 11 n, d 11 n i n . 01 i s ::x u t r m t · 

f t isl - tis t t , 1 cl · s , n , .rty. 

no ver nt. i J. idual a d sin -

II l a e with ini ity -

i n d nobl . en ri ric , ye , ( t p r t 

r l 0 t ri t .... In t f r r 1 1 l r s l y t ry 

ti 
' a r cul -

l cul ttac . S :ul. . t . t t fi r t i l) v d 

d cry out " hou rt t n , 1 ,. ,.11 ·,. C n 



to re· d u.cc unti • . d JPre i C d • 

pr C do u .. on z e 1 , b C :U e '' h hu: bl d n . 
s lf ~fore 

J r pe int e of t Lord. 

But th arf l iur . r cl i t ..,u r , 18.CY of 

t or l law u t C t l t te or t t i . . t or 

t ion C d no 0 • p rt i CO.l r 1 t · te C d no 

ro • T, r rty bo I t Due I tz. r, C do 

• T t r l er. 0 t 4 J t . r o t e be 

"T i 0 1 but C ut II J r i 10 

i u t T J ft T e e r C iz l 0 t · l ~ i ch 

J. ti 1 d en 9 :l 0 f t d in o, ttl • 
.. d Lly 0 t l t t n of t i l "t ry 

er. r t f t d cl: d, Sl C i C ' ,d t 

n r a.tio 1, i .l. 11 Lut r, t C ce t 0 t t ut 

elf - f ' cienc s rfull dv c d. Si 1 l t • t e 

b e otheo izPd. Th st t is it. elf t r t 1 r in 

11 • t ' 1 ·ll 0 lit C nr r 1t 1 t t 1 

C nf nni t th :lr·l l· • te oluti i te d1ly 

r lt t o , l i t CGLl etr tegy, d r 1 f i fr ed d u.i 

a i nit . 

T 1 r i h r in ot rt eld , . irr co cil ble tit l 8 t 

b t t cl ic wi • tradi t on d t e ..- • is. h r us 

• p· . i t. T t • t e zi 1 ~ . V 

c nt r t 1r t tt C t J . d Ju th 

ld r r tra i t 1vn t f m ti t, t 1 t 

r rv 1 " l or er d t 1 u- t l t r of Ju tice on 



men. Un er t he ne di ens· ti • t 1e functi 1 o t · st te i con ue t thr 

w r. It irlt the Mehr ei. t•. Th educati n 1• " e rh f ti 

,. attle i divine us i ne s of ev r y Gr ~ .. • I Ital c 1 11 r en r tr ined 

fr in anc int e CLence of s ldieri "In r r ay, 1n ~ r pe•, 

wri t s r ...nz e f el," ol iers rc1ed bee u • t e h d t; n w by of 12 

ch r t ·.. f of it." I c ntra t t this y tic ador t i off r ce , of 

" c rec lie Pit'' and of r · 1dis i ~ f fis ts . tr· ition pr cl 

Tne o of r educ· ti n is 

Our tradt ti n r ocl i ms t re e tive and he lin po e r f l ove . 

"Lov t 

princi 1 

of X 

bor." "Lo e t s tr · er." Th ani t he 

f. te, f cl a t le, o irrec cila le 

tr di t i on e a of b ility, ind" vi 1 

hu: le s inh r1t t ne ear\•" 

lat· tl vu1 arl r tin its conceits, cla 

Diet tor e rywhere r e infl tin t heir e plea · t 

C1 1 c t aor\ of tional ch uvenism, r acial v ity 

tlonal 0 8, 

d c 11 cti . HTh 

T 1 ew ord r is 

d pret 1 ti n . 

t boorish 

sa i tr i e .1.ce. 

ou.r tr di ti n o aka o t e di nity f th : ndivi · l. Our Torah 

gi ns w· t th er ~ti n of one -
• 8 non d in t he i :fir t 

Lord w f· ce t f ce. an i 

d ds wi th t e death f one -
f God. The econ • • 

l n1.fic t in r tr dit ion. 

n. The 

the 

v ry individ 1 b st e ri t 

t "for 

rl . 

s e w tle orld er t d." ~v ia a iqu.e vet 

in t e on ae • a e t c nc urse of _ eople, he h :>ul thank 

Go or n t t « allo one id. In tne n w erge t world, 

en re ei.L iv n b c int rd more , int re d conf r ity. They 

• 
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are bein r co i t ~oned int reactions. A f f l r tis i the 

cl · r j ctive oft e der \otc..l i t· 1an t t e. 

Thus t ever basic octri ~s Jf 

s iritual an moral traditio1 

r ~ its , t e l ient ri ci, les 

of o C ·lle1 din ur by 

powerful. ruthle ~s • d deter ined forces wio are a in or i p i 1 the 

unclean s_ iri t • And t ne e forces are 
one 

SC ring/victor y after anotner. 

The rau i, eref~re, h ia eir of prop et, ri t, a psal it, 

who choose t l Wit t nern the wil l in thi h ur of 

dr d c isio f or . i n 
' 

Jr C.tl, t ch, r cla i mo t of 11 and 

above • l t e~e Cle t t tns wit t e da vi r, i t 

e· 0 ern u l tat i on 8 if t uey re new revel tions JU t co e down 

to , C culated t s . .. e t e VP. foun tion f t e rld. 

T re is unt ~ed a si l y do tic ro tics abro· d 

int e orld t oday d t i . tur id, headlo r ticis b rn out of t e 

" l ' r • t .. C n t 0 excessive e 1c ex. eat tio sin t iel d 

of p l 1tics ec ~ mic , h s t e dency t clas ic i de la nd 

ol a ind ed, in f .ct, . nti ted. 1 t baa ened 

before. 'l'he ni netee th century elieved t · t t e 1 bor t woul ': y1 ld all 

truth. The t entiet ce t bel i v d tir t the ll chine u1 • cnieve , 1 

good. :Both hop • ve roved v in but ere li ed t · ir V ity . ttey 

• d a of • the old code d C ict ons f i toric rel i i 1 ok 

0 1t worn d all tl ridicul us. But t ey were ot ou tworn. T e not 

old. hy w re ot • hey re et r 1. t ey are 1. • 

u1te 8 en tio l m • a the · tic 1 f ormula, uite liK the 

tic· l ormul e t w ich ic1 t• r now ,te tin t reduc t ia 
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wholP co 1 x ~ d xciti universe four . t e un e 

and et r l tl"l t s f i reli i s c 1 tur • ti r b • s 

tio • 

d r. o t 

ferve tly ddre . s im elf t rocl i t em ith r newed e o • sis 

tot world. 

i. t l u opl ' t r i • l ell to ri . t 

a mes e of co ort confidence. There i time to C i nd t 

t ot e. Th • ras ed 8 ul of I • el to • n eds t • • lin 
' 

co orti 

or . It ne d r a le. It ... 1 ed t · re · ur ce o . re len nt d stiny, 

of ulti • te v·ctory, f t e n lt r1 l s f God. In t ! h f I r el's 

rosuerity and 0 r, our ci t ro heta C sti • ted taeir eo 1 ut 

in its of sorrow, def ·t d exile, ti ey o e 1th a h 

co ssio te te d rne s . T ey s f r a ectl n, o • vi die · t 01 . of 

re tr tin. Th ir er ov r t .. ir a Love. Tl 

int e s, e pl ce of p1ritu I • rt 11 ' • ro t e 

oul it sl uld co ne to our opl ot ce s r s 

d u p d 1 tteri ole cs i tteri es of 

i ted s irlt - "e w·l n better for b al our iuo tie t r a isa 

crut ea" - ut t stro , co 1 nt 1t, t e enin word f op 

i e, rac ic 1 id· 1 e 

t 1d 

1 structi n. I sue ti•• 

r tr ne d of I sup ct t1 tour eopl 

Tl e r tJ t I ould ui tl 'O t tly tr 

of nro 

ten the 

r n ol Jewish li e au t .. 

n t n Pd t 

c cept fiuitio 

needs r co t ctl 1 t 

• 
t 

il s 

l · 

ut 

bul 

el 

Je 

of J wis lif e, 

r viv·l 

e 

e ci 

et of 

ith. It is not Ju i 

• Of cours , re 11 an 

• 

• 

l d , 

t . 
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f tr· ns1ti n . e • 1 • ve Aen. l ~ 1 my n I pine t tJ.t n 

: . .ve le t t reno 

e ·re n ent ri u n an e f 

dJu t nt t chwi ed c 1 di t • ons . 

our ue le•s r f1 al tJ ~eh sty 

insi tP ce n t O eternity· nd 

Ju aim 

adjust bil • ty. e need to •y nl 

turn a d .. 
tr itio "· C ur e • t [ e 

But Jewis surviv l e f r more to 

d te orary adju tm nts, to obdur te 

bilit f th basic t c i s f 

...... 
tnan t facile ·nd a cco odating 

ed a t sive cultiv tiJn o tne 

r, 

r r v lous spiri tu l 

four eter l t c 

d cult a l le C/ hich 1s ours. er tic di e i tin 

s, tr il i O , u: - il 1 0 1 d or i • tion. 

The r .... bi t s uld stri e not r i ty n I s r el - a t 

quit OS ible of chiev nt 0 > ur , eo 1 r on oth rue le -

ut for • i e sure of coo er ti n on t is of C on needs -

obli C t i ns. He h uld fost i e pl. l · r r lo;t i 1 ty to t 

ol H e o I r 1 - r or • d - t e s of C on 

r vu1ci nd r tecti e i 1 t · oni m • rp n lon r o-os sible f r 

J wi co 1l ity in th . ld e . c t 18 

C r ti r l 1n t u - 0 t J el · d in 

·l ti P - n t C U t t i t e t e Jew · s 1 r bl - t l r -
n on l ut : n - ro l m - 1 r C 

ena 1r d f ton 11 t w C ro r 1 riot i t 0 rn rld 

nor y CU l f ls t t t.u G l t i 1 ui 1 ti t i 

101 r Je i h C iti 8 i l t 1e i - t t is, ty 

r bot .L f t d o C nt ii tory . s well 

ni t r f 1 d , ut d will Pl t r l the 

t tus o o r e 1 in t rld, e lt will V t ., l f 

de r ti fi h\1 g it our 8 t•) t ll - fr u.r re d tru le 
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for . l t~ =n e cip ti • ic tn rl l." f red u • 
oe u e it will erv 8 ve rho t )f i o mu t n 

s e n ffiPS in a worl dlors r V ry clo • d C :U. t i 
Jewi lo. el d b C t ; 8 t C T t yn o of C tiv 
J isn cultur l s irit ·l e er ·rie . 

A r t h ur ai t 
" 

u, ~ frie ds , w 11 i; tc d t 
t .;.U - It is ti } en 1 orth to • ttle 
• n d • r , i clo. in d p r t C m t . But you e t • 
l ,a r pl r.: - Isr 1 - n re tlin it el n d 

de ons d • 'j, terinu t . au ar t b t t c ers t e T r t d of C 

it 8 id lou 0 

n ho V r ev t d i r lf t t ..L r h in the end. " 



Virgil concludes the fourth book of his Georgics with an epilogue in 

which he says: MThp I sang of the care of fields, of cattle and of trees, 

while great Caesar thundered in war by deep Euphrates, and gave a victor's 

law unto willing nati ons and essqed the path to Olympus.• While vast 

political events were sweeping by him, and mi ghty changes, affecting men 

and na tions, were taking place all around him, the poet was content to sing 

of the tillage, of planting, of the rearing of cattle and the keeping of 

bees. This was due not so muCh to his love of Minglorious easeM - as he 

himself modestly suggests - but1 we suspect, to his intuitive surmise that 

here, in nature, - in fields, trees and cattle, in the revolving seasons, 

in the eternal life-hunger of living t hings, in death and ressurection -

were the abiding realities of life, the facts which endure theugb. all 

else cha.n6es, the things which survive the r i se and f ~ll of empires 

and mi ghty Caesars thundering by deep Euphrates. 

Virgil's judgment seems sound. It is goo for all men, and especially 

for leaders of men, in periods of ferment and upheaval, to keep ste dily 

before their eyes and before tne eyes of otber men not so ID\lch the things 

which are timely as the things which are timeless. 

One of the grea t gifts which an historic religion like ours brings 

to mankind is that it carries in its deep channels, stPadily. s fely and 

undeviatingly, certain timeless, quintessential tru.tha, regardless of the 

- roiling and foaming of the water, on the surface which may be lashed by -

sudden gusts of winds or storms. The teachers of our religion - wnether 

prophet, priest or rabbi, spoke of the e/,i ..>'1.,~J"the ancient paths•, 

the t,/ h)o 'J.Alftl ~lj, 'J'"t ,l. {>1r 'J" J./J1t, 'the dark sayings of old -

that which we hav 
,, 

heard and known, and our fathers have told us - "the 
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- •the former things of old1 , - not becaU8e t ey were slaves of traditi n, 

but because they surmised tnat in them was a pattern of life and ideas not 

hastily or carelessly sketched by a passing day or a transient mood, but 

fashioned out of a vast millellJlial experience, a long and profound searching, 
.._ lu~ 

one which bad stood the w"ar and test of time, :aae. waa found by unnumbered 

generations to be the •good w~"• the way which gives e~J; -t>f p, 

rest to the tried sou.ls of men and nations. 

Our days are swept by revolution. Ou.r world is not only restless 

with change, but the changes are sudden, swift and seemingly devoid of any 

informing principle, or definite goal. It is not at all clear whether these 

seem unable to find any strong, simple moral c rta intiea to which to 

render their eager loyalties and upon which to build a positive and tranquil 

life. The air is filled with the din of many confused and confusing voices 

shouting their strident, violent messages. Everywhere there is great 

thundering by deep Euphrates ... ) 

At such times, the who wishes to serve men in their deepest 

needs will do well to stand fast by the classic tr ditionsof his faith. 
-~ 

I mean, the rt things which are unchan5eable and perdurable in ihiea, the 

values which are from everlasting to everlasting. 

{ ,t, J ~) i J1, "h . Each age must h ve a spiritual 1 • der shi whose 

predominant occupation is responsive to its predominant need. At all times.,_. 

it is in the realm of emphases where the genius of true leadership lies. -------The role of the rabbi, broadly speaking, re:naina fairly constant throU&h 

the ages and tba t role is fairly well defined. He is the expounder of the 



theology and the eth cs of Judaism, the interpreter of its law, and the 

spiritual guide of ,:;i~l life and institutions. 
e.~ 

But each age has its own crisis and urgency. Each generation its 
/\ 

own parti~~lar set of perplexities. This is particularly true of Jewish 
, 

life. How frequent and su.dden~are the Changes wnich come over Jewish 

life in the diaspora. Between 1914 and 1934 - in 20 short years - the 

life and fortunes of more tnan half of the Jews of the world have been 

altered in such an amaz ing, ,t:Aiffl-~ and drastic manner, as to set at 

naught all former calculation and~. Tnink of the transformations, 

political, economic and cultural,which have come over the lives of the three 

million Jews of Russia in the last two decades, and tne half million Jews 

of Germany, and to a lesseraegree, the millions of Jews~ the other countries t 
• Central and Eastern EuropeJ Think of the new dia spora which is fast being 

created today in countries and continents where Jewisn settlements heretofore.!.Nt b 
••• meager or hardly knownJ Contrast the fact of Pales tine and of the Jewish 

national renaissance in the life of world Jewry today with what it was before 

the World ar. Recall, if you can, Junerican Jewish lifet generation ago -

and contras it with the magnitude, the complexity, the ferment and turbulence 

of it todql 

J.nd think with what desperate problems of survival - sheer 

politica l and economic survival - our present generationt of Jews is being 

confronted in m&lll' parts of the world. There are powerful governments today 

aa4: DO.t. wereJ;y irre ■pea■ i.:al.e IWiid 1asi tad ■9119 which are bent upon the ~IJ~ 

destruction or as they would have it - illllll elimination of their Jewish - not 

<A. t:· ~ Jv-"11 ...... 1 tt: .. t4L14.'t.1o,, 
Tney have~ ~ngrern. ••eir O , 
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l _--:-.. A41 ,l ew.~ {: 
«-me aphysics, \~ew apologetics tad. ~cnniqu. Uazis, be it remembered. 

is not confined to Germany, though in Germany it has ha its freest play and 

its most 

the world, victimizing the Jew wherever it reaches, comparable to the 

centuries - l asting madness which was let loose upon Europe by the Crusades, 

and equally as menacing to the pPace and security of our people. 

No government is quite secure today. No people is quite certain of 

its tomorrow. Nations have simply despaired of planning their future. They 

live as it were, from hand to mouth. Eacn day-,.. is a day which brings them 

nearer to war or revolution. In the midst of this universal insecurity and 

instability, the lot of our people is the most insec---u-e of all. Tne times 

are desperately critical for all mankind - but most of all for that most 

sensitive seismograph of mankind's earthquakes and disturbances - Israel. 

A-:il!!IIIII' rabbi entering upon his career in such a time of tribulation 

will," believe, best fulfil his ;.~~~-~-Y~ •• if he wil l set about to discover 

just what the predominant need of his age is in the realm which he has made 
/ 

his own, and,upon~ findings,determine what the predominant occupation 

of his leadership shall be. Wb:1t does the orl<i s and most in need of :.tit 

to ~ ~7 Uha t do es h i ~ l ~ t /4~d~oday? How can he, witn that power 

of heart and mind, with which he has been 

of lmowledge and insight which h ~ecured 
/t 

endowed, and with_..., equipment 

in this academy of l earning, most 

directly, most relevantly, and most helpfully respond to those needs? 

What will be the burden of his message
1

'9 the cry of his lips, the plea of 

his heart to his fellow men\ ~ ~ ~~ 1 "'-~ ~ 7_ 

I regard the answers t o these questions so paramount that I shall ~.,~ 
not dwell upon ,,die other themes which a Baccalaureate address to a graduating 

class of rabbis normally is expected to dwell upon. I will not moralize about 
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the qua.litiPs of cbaracter which are requisite for success in the miniatry. 

I do not know what success in the ministry means. One of tne most successful 

men in tne ministry that I .i:01.ow o~ died of a oroken hP-art. I will not ./'- a, I /, 

' admonish yru to be strong and courageous.. You are already to:> old to have 

that quality grafted on to you - if you do not already possess it. If one 

is at all morally sensitive - and if one is not, why,of all professions, 

should he choose the ministry - he will soon discover for himself that the 

bitterest moments in a man's life are those which find him desecrating with 

his own bands the beautiful altars of his own rearing and quenching the 

proud fires of his own spiritual stateliness. I might be tempted to 

direct your attention to a bit o! wisdom which most of us acquire only after 

we have badly bruised ourselves and others - that there is such a thing as 

t1 speaking the truth in love.• Occasionally, t e hot, impatient word will 

leap to our lips. Occasionally our hand will reach for the scorpion whip 

at tne signt of outrageous wrong. But we sh°'1ld bring ourselves to remember 

that in the spiritual order it is tne law of kindness which ~ields tne 

ultimate victory. Our task is to persuade through reason, and 1 through love, 

win men over to our vision. And if we fail - and most of one's ministry 

is failure - and the nobler the ministry, the greater the failures,• and 

the more precious and exalted the rare victories - we shall at least 

not have sanctioned by example the technique of hate, bitterness and 

violence which has gained such currency and approval 1wR ~~i IIHt'.fti:pa 

.-S-men and nations toda3'. 

I might also be tempted to dwell upon the pastoral element in your 

ministry - which in the eyes of many laymen in your future congregations 

will be regarded as SD your most important service to tnem. You will be 
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admired for yaa:r eloquence, your schola.rsnip and your achievement> but you 

will be loved and blessed by grateful hearts for the helpful way in which 

y~~ light to the~ir dark hours, for wha.t you meant to them o--,...1 -ti..,_,.;,.___ 

peruoRe11¥ atta aiYee,i,, as friend, counsellor and guide. 
ortant and 

These and other themes are tremendously deserving of comment on 

an occasion such as this. But uppermost in my mind today, are not these 

thoughts but the thought of the temper of the world into which you a.re 

entering as ministers ,e9£4', the desperate spiritual crisis in our 

civilization, the life-and-death struggle which is r ~ging today between 

the classic religious and moral tradition of mankind as repre~ented by 

Judaism and tne new paganism of power, dictatorsnip, state totalitarianism, 

militarism, and racialism which is sweeping the world. I cannot help but 

be apprehensive concerning the quality of crisis an4 emergency hich has entered 
/_ 

Je•ish -Lr"CI. .And I ask ~self at this moment. watching the ordination 
these 

of new rab bis in Israel, what shall a ral>bi preach in/times? What shall be 

the center of gravity in his message and mission? Out of the treasure-trove 

of historic Jewish ideas, which shall he select to raise on high for ensign 

and banner to h~cl 

" 
The answer, it seems to me, is to be found in what I suggested a 

moment ago. in the timeless ideas of Judaism, in those truths which are from 

everl sting to everlasting. There are certain ideas or principles which are 

illll indispensable to~ age reg rdlesa of its intellectual, political or 

economic complexion. Just as there are qualities of personal character Ji J 

which were precious in tne sight of man 5000 years ago, and which will hold 

their identical worth amon men 10,000 7ears hence - integrity, courage, 

loyalt7, self-restraint,-so there are values in the social life of the bum.an 



race as a whole which are eternally precious, paramount and permanent. 

And these values - unfortunately ignored, spurned and denied by 

large sections of the world today, but which must nevertheless be def ended 

and conserved at all cost if civilization is to endure - are 
I 
in 1819 V•·ry 

truth, the (J J..., J'-. f 21.AJ of Judaism; and, today, in their hour of betrayal, 

these i deals call for their spokesmen and champions as never before. 

A sovereign thought in Judaism is tne supremacy of the moral law. 

There is a Law - eternally valid, written by God in the hearts J, ~, 
bi ding alike upon all men. and all na t i ons. No one is exempt from the 

operation of this law - this ; fl/< (~l II J .An~ ~ 1 '"' - no state, no 

class, no party, no government. Against tnat law, nations as well as 

individuals can and do sin,- f, q,·n 1f 1 ,);.,"Ah sinful nation, a people laden with 

iniquity.!- ~ kings and ~ and riests, and rich men, yes, and 

the poor and t e proletariat •••• In the name of t his supreme moral law, 
°'- I 

universally mandatory and exacting, a Samu.el could 

could point the finger at King David and cry out 

..... 
Nathan 

i,.,, ~ ..Af, 11 Thou art 

the manJ 11 EliJ.ah could summon Ahab to a dread accountinD': .,J. t')' A~,--'' ,,J ~ 
0 7 1'7 ' f 7 - r--

and Jeremiah could pronounce down upon Zedekiah, because 11 he .numbled not 
,, w 

himself befor . Jeremiah speaking in tne name oft e Lord. lhlt the fearful 

heresy of our day, ~~"""-'O. not the supremacy of the moral law but tbe 

supremacy of the state or the nation. The st~te or nation can do no wrong. 

The party in control of t.ne state can do no wrong. The party boss, tne Duce, 

the Fuehrer, the commissar, can do no wrong. The eternal cry of the Jew~~~ 

.nas been not - "There is no king but Caesaru but ~~fr ,( A, 7/11 IJI r• 
"Thee is no King but Thee!• The new paganism recognize• only one mortal sin 

~ni -f or which a nation should do penance - the s.i n of,.._ e defeated in battle. 
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and the Ref ormation, since Machiavelli and Luther, tne concept of state auton01D7 

has fearfully advanced. Since Hegel and Jichte, the sta te baa been apotheosized. 

The state is itself the right. It is tne origin as well as tne goal of all 

morality,and conformity with state ends is conformity with the moral l &w. 

State absolutism is ste~dily degrading morality to political strategy, and 

roobing man of his freedom and his dignity. 
~ • I I 

There is here an irreconci~able antithesis between the classic 
, t ~ . ti .J.AJ, f (I • /IJA • # I 

Jewish tr di tion and the new pag~ism~ Under our tradition the function 

the state is to preserve law and order and io insure the largest measure 

justice among men. Under tne new dispensation, the function of the state 

conquest through war. Its spirit is the u hrgeist". The goal of all 
,, 

education is" ehrbaftigkeit.• Battle is the divine ousiness of every 

German. 8 lt ia ,•selaimea, 8iili ~ Italy childr en are trained from infancy 

" in the science of soldiering. 11 In pre-wp- d~s, in Europe, writ ea Franz 
,, 

erfel, soldiers marched because they had to; now boys of 12 marcn for tne 

fun of it.• In contrast to this m_ystic adoration of force, of "schrec-lichkeit• 
of 

and of bra.ndiahing/ fists, ~Oltr- tradition, proclaims n -' ~ I, I. 
Tlle goal of our education is f° 'fi 1, f fl A 11 Tl 1-" .A J 1 

and heal 
Our tradition proclaims the redemptive power of love. "Love tny 

neighbor. 1 "Love tne stranger.• The new puganiam proclaims the principle 

of hate, of class struggle, of irreconcilable national ~·~, '} ~nophobia. 

Our tradition speaks of humility, individual p.n collective. 
I I I ,J 

The meek •d hwnble snall inherit the arth. The new order is blatantly and 
.+.\tu.., 

vulgarly arrogant in its conceit,. claims and pretenRl8. • Dictators everywhere 



Our trrdition ~of the dignity of the individual. Our Torah 

begins with the creation of~ man and ends with the death of one man. 

The first man was fashioned in the image of God. e second was one whom the 
/ 11 

Lord knew face to face. Man is signi:t'icant in our tradition. Every individual 

has the right to SfJ:3 "for my sake was the world created.N Every man is a unique 

event in the world. Wnen one sees a great concourse of !MA, he should thank 

God for not having made them all of one mind. In the new emergent world, 

men are being driven back into herd mores, into dread ~~ • They 

are being reconditioned into mass reactions. A fearful robotism is the clear 

objective of tAe modern totalitarian state. 

Tnus the very basic doctrine~o:f our faith, the salient principlesof our 

spiritual and moral tradition are being challenged in our day 
) 

.... , 
a,i•t,by powerful, ruthlesa and determined force And these forces are scoring 

... victory after another.frThe rabbi, tnerefore. 

wto o ~ . -" v priest, and psalmist, -MO ch es {C w~ 

wno ia~ t 

with them the 

prophet, 

(' 11-t /\l1,~J 

will in this hour of dread decision for mankind, preach, teach, proclaim most 

of all and above all these ancient truths with an earnestness and a vigor, with 

an eagerness and exaltation as if tney were revelations just come down to 

7P-man, calculated to shake the very founda.t ions of the world. There is an untamed 

and '¥.18-~f.#dpgmatic romanticism abroad in the world tod~ and this turgid, 
""1" ( t~e~"complex, out of 

Vheadlong romanticism born ,.qud/excessive messianic expectations in the fields 

of politics and economics,Ms a tend ncy to make the classic ideals and standards 

of mankind seem old indeed, in f act,anti uate~ 

he nineteentn century believed that tne laboratory would yield all 

truth. The twentieth century believed tnat tne macnine would acnieve all good. 
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Both ho es have pro e v in t ere l fe exposed heir van ty, 

d c es a c viotione f they ha.d a. ay of 

tor o religions oo 

king the 

ut r d sl. ghtly ridicu us. Bu t ..,y 

l ere not ou r • hey ere ot 1 • They ere u g. 

hey are eter al. An they re une 

sational s a the atical formu a, uit 

1, quite as unsen

ike the mate a ica 

f rmul e o hich physicists re now t em ing to reduce t~ 

w ole c mplex a excitin universe f urs. T these unsensa.-

t an e er 1 ru h f i s e i us cu ture, e r ' bbi 

sh 1 mos erv n l dr 88 i elf to n r lai he 

1th to e rl • 
8 eopl I the rabbi OU e t rin 

t y a. e ea e of comfor a d c nfi n e. There s a time t 

i e an a :n to soothe. J. e ul of Iara y 

ee s the hea n, c for ng o d. I ~ need or le. It ee the 

reas ura ce of a resplendent destiny, of ul tima.te victor ,, of he 

s e s of Go . I the hour of I srael's pr s erity an 

o e , our ancien prophet casti ted their eople but dark 

hou~ f s rro, defeat and x le, they spoke 1th a compass o te 

tendern ss . 

res or tion. 

he o e f resurrection, of vindica ·on, of 

eir banner o er their people was Love---------

The Syno ogue shoul, in thee days, be a place of spiritual refuge 

and heartenin • From he ulp t s 0 1.1ld come to our people not 
.I\. 

ri q e"rulo n s n n a pa ti nsh p and splu tering 

polemics nd th bitterne s of an impatient or disapp in ed spir 

-- II f e alk no better f:>r busing our crutch s• - u the s rong, 

CO?if C. n f 1th, he gladdeni g wor of hope and the ise, prac-

tical guidan and instruction. In such time a th , I SU p t 
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. 
th our e ple stand n greater n ed of sa s than of ro het . 

h rabbit y shoulc uie l y and patientl y a re he 

the stronghol a f J ewish life and th bul ar s of J ish r .vi val 

----- e S ogue, the chool and all her t comm !ial 

agenci s. 

an se 

e n t need t ·a 
9 f Lo 1,40T ""J-J~-~ ..,.Al.rd, 

new pht os h f Jewish ·fe, 
~,,,_,, ~~~ ~ Tt, -d-, ,e.J-~. 

f con ept and d ef i • ions t pl ay aro nd 1t h ./\ Of 

course, are in n a g of trans in. , e alw h-- e been. 

h gloomy Dean I nge opine tha when . and Eve left the Gar-

e f den , tu . ned to Eve and sa :-• ry dear , te are no 
wk~ 

enteri ng an age of transition" . Of co rse emus ake a. jus -
/\. . 

ments to c , ed_con 1t· n . But J ewi.,h s r 0 

0 people' refu al tom k h sty an e j s n.en s, 

o nob ur e te ce on the eterni 7 d uncbang f 

he s o t eachin e f Ju s __ ..JJJ.4 4 { M}/_~11~-~fi.$.f tl n o 

an f cile d ace m .o d' s i • t need t P a -

ned n ·ntenai cu t·va 1 

t r e C 

t :e · ,chi g , 

- --·- a t 

ng y 

hich is ours, 

in·r.1., u -b ild 

h ra.bb o ay 

u irr e 

ther pe ple - bu· 

b ois of com n 

t e 

.c chie -
f r 

ee ~ n 

ir a 

. sse in 1 n of r er 

·an za ion . 

l'i e no f r it. n I sra el 

em nt n u r 1 r 

X m n:ea u of C op - a-

i s. hould &au 

0 his pe pl the 1 rger loya ty t he hole Hou e of 

er el h re roa. - a.n the sense of a co n i • 

rovinc alia n rote ti -r i la i nie are o l ng . le 

or ny J e tish co yin the torld • h r bbi sh ul d e 

co r t C peration o h·s p ople i n he u -bui C, g of h 

i-h Homel n P l s i e - not b cau th i e ol ti 
~ 



of t Je r" s 

no one Jewi 

r 1 

pr ble --

12 

h re is n ne s 1 tin - fort 

n r beca se s ena ure of na. i 

hi h ha more or less run ri in he rn orl e 

here is because he fe ls the Galut s li u ha 

r a.n i .sin i pora - ha 

ism, 

no lo 

is, s re 

for Jewish com 

n bot of pa n con mporaneo s e i h 

his or a .ell as o he l)f nkin, bu becau ea Je -

ish Homel-n 1 hep o normalize he status of our peop in 

the orld, because it 11 remov the eleie t of des era in -

of fig 1· our b ck to he w 11 - fro strug e 

f r eq ity and e an i~a. i n, bich he world has .. in ced 

on us, beca se i ills rv s ah ven fr h s r e 

m n seek new homes it a worl ere ocre r e 

c osing, nd beca.u e this J e ieh Home a. d y become . he day m 

o come a vast d o of crea ive ur 1 n spiri u l 

en rgie • 

gre hour aw u 
' 

r 
' 

n y u w·11 be 

tc .d it thie hour t i in. e e ,.Jf,., ,j 1 ~ 

go f rth to b le an migh annie c ose n des) ra e c bat . 

But you re to be rabis, lea r of e ple hos ery a e -

Iara l - men e lin 1 h an els and demons n mat ri th • 

Yo are o be he tech re of he T n o such 1 a ai 

long 

to h To , he sh 1 ri ph 1 h en • 
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THE A CIE T P TH 

DR. ABBA HILLEL SILVER 

Virgil concludes the fourth b k of hi Georgie with an epilogue 

in which he says: 'Thu I san nf the care of fi 1d , of cattle and 

of trees while great aesar thundered in war b deep Euphrates, 

and ave a ictor s law unto willing nation and es ayed the path 

to Olympu . \\ hile va t political nt were weepin by him, 

and mi hty chan e aff ting m n and nati n , w re takin plac 

all around him the poet wa content t sin. of th_ tilla e, f plant-

in , f th rearing f cattle and th ke pin f b e . Thi was 

du n t much to hi • lo e f '' ingl , ri u a e - a h him lf 
m d t1y ug t - but, w u p ct to hi intuiti urmi that 

her , in natur - in ft Id and attle. in th r · olvin ea on , 

in th ternal life-bun ing thin in d ath and r urr cti n 

- wer th abidin r aliti }jf th f ct whi h endure though 

a1l l th thing whi h urvi th ri and f 11 of empires 

and mi 0 ht a ar thund rin b d p Euphral . 

Virgil' judgm nl rn und. It i g d f r alI men and e pe-

cially f r J ad r of m n in p ri d f f rm nt and uph a al, to 

k p t adily b for th ir e e and b fore th f oth r men not 

mu h th thin whi h ar tim Iy a th thin which are time-

On f th r at gift which an hi t ric religion like our brings 

to mankind i that it carri in it d p hann J teadily, afely 

and unde iatingly c rtain tim I quint ential truth regardless 

f th roilin and f amin f th n the urface which may 
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be la hed by the udd n gu ts of wind r torm . The teacher of 
our religion wheth r pr ph t, prie t or rabbi, spoke of the 
C~1l1 m:J'l1J th ancient path ' the uyoro irt'N c,p 'JO n,,,n ,r, li.E>O Ul1:JN1 cy,J1 ' the dark aying of old-that which we 
have h ard and known and our father have told u "-the nu,roNi 
C~ll'O- the former things of old' not becau e they were slaves 
of tradition but becau they urmi ed that in them was a pattern 
of life and id a not ha tily or carel ly ketched by a passing 
day r a tran ient mood, but fa hioned out of a vast millennial 
experien e a l ng and profound searching one which had stood 
w ll the wear and te t of time and one which had been found by 
unnumbered eneration to be the 'good way 1 the way which give 
re t to the tried soul of men and nations. 

Our days are wept by revolution. Our world i not only restless 
with chan e, but the change are sudden, wift and seemingly de
void of any informin • principle, or definite goal. It is not at all 
clear whether the e change ar prophecy of a new political and 
ocial co mo or nly the thro of a painful di integration into 

chao . Men and nation eem unable to find any strong, simple 
moral certaintie to which to render their eager loyalties and upon 
which to build a p iti e and tranquil lif . The air is filJed with 
the din of many confu ed and confusing oices shouting their 
trident iolent me ag . E rywhere there is great thundering 

by deep Euphrates .... 
At uch time , the rabbi who wi he to erve men in their 

deepe t needs will do well to tand fa t by the classic traditions of 
hi faith. I mean the thing which are unchangeable and perdurable 
in it, the valu which are from e erlasting to everlasting. 

1'tvii,, ,,, ,,, . Each a e mu t ha e a piritual leader hip 
who e predominant occupation i responsive to it predominant need. 
At all time it is in the realm of emphases where the genius of true 
leader hip lie . The role of the rabbi broadly speaking, remains 
fairly constant through the age and that role i fairly well defined. 
He i the expounder of the theology and ethics of Judaism, the 
interpreter of it law, and the piritual guide of his people's com
munal life and institution . 

But each age ha it own crisi and urgency. Each generation 
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ha it own parti ular t f p rpl xitie . Thi i particular! tru 
of Jewi h lif . How fr qu nt and udd n and radi al ar th han 
v hich c me ver Jewi h lif in th dia pora. B tw n 1914 and 
1934 al n -in 20 hort ar -th lif and fortun • of mor th n 
half of the Jew of the w rid ha b n alt red in u h an amazin 
and drastic mann r a to t at nau ht all form r calculati n and 
progno i . Think of th tran formation p liti al, n mi and 
cultural whi h ha com ov r th liv of th thr milli n J w 

f Ru ia in th la t two d ad , and f th half milli n J w of 
Germany, and t a 1 er d r f th milli n f J w in th th r 
countries of entral and E tern Europe! Think of the n w 
diaspora which i fast b ing reated t day in countrie and conti
nents where Jewish ettlement her tof re had be n m ag r or 
hardly known! ontra t the fact f Pal tin and of th J wi h 
national renai anc in th life of world J wry toda with what it 
wa b fore th \Vorld \Yar. R call if ou can m ri an J wi h 
life of a neration a and contra t it with th ma nitud th 

mplexity, th f rm nt and turbul nc of it toda ! 
And think with what d perate pr bl m f ur i al- h r p -

litical and econ mic sur ival-our pr ent en rali n f J w 
being confronted in many part f th w rld. Ther are pow rful 
ovemment toda which ar b nt upon th y tematic d tru tion 

or a they would have it limination of their J wi h-n t itiz n 
any lon er-but unw le me alien . Th y ha e a foll-bl wn pr -
gram of anti- miti m an anti- emitic m taphy i an p 1 g ti 
and an elab rat t chniqu . And Nazi m b it r m mb r d i not 
confined to G rmany th u h in G rmany it ha had it fr t 
pla and it m t ham ful ictori . It i a plagu of 1 thal id 
w pin r th world t day i timizing th J w wh r v r it 

reache mparab]e to the c nturi -la ting madn whi h wa 
let I upon Europe by th "'ru ad and equall a· m na ing 
t the p ac and curity of our pe pie. 

Ko gov rnment i quite cure today. o peopl i quite c rtain 
f it tom rrow. .. ation ha e impl d paired of planning their 

future. Th y liv a it w r fr m hand t mouth. a h day i 
a day which bring th m near r t war or r v luti n. nd in th 
mid t f thi uni r al in urity and in tabi1ity th 1 t f ur 
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people is the most insecure of all. The times are desperately critical 
for all mankind-but most of all for that most sensitive seismograph 
of all mankind's earthquakes and disturbances-Israel. 

A rabbi, therefore, entering upon his career in such a time of 
tribu]ation will, I believe, best fulfil his mission if he will set about 
to discover just what the predominant need of his age is, in the 
realm which he has made his own, and, upon such findings, de
termine what the predominant occupation of his leadership shall be. 
What does the world stand most in need of today? What does his 
people stand most in need of today? How can he, with that power 
of heart and mind, with which he has been endowed, and with that 
equipment of knowledge and insight which he has secured in this 
academy of learning, most directly, most relevantly, and most help
fully respond to those needs? \Vhat will be the burden of his 
message, the cry of his lips, the plea of his heart to his fell ow men 
in these darkening days? 

I regard the answers to these questions so paramount that I shall 
not dwell upon any of the other themes which a Baccalaureate 
addre s to a graduating class of rabbi normally is expected to dwell 
upon. I will not moralize about the qualities of character which 
are requisite for su.cce. . in the ministry. I do not know what 
success in the ministry mean . One of the most successful men in 
the mini try that I know of died of a broken heart. I will not 
admonish you to be strong and courageous in your advocacy of in
dustrial justice and political integrity. You are already too old 
to have that qualit rafted on to you if you do not already 
po e it. If one i at all morally ensitive-and if one is not, why, 
of all prof es ions should he choo e the ministry-he will soon dis
cover for him elf that the bitterest moments in a man s life are 
tho e which find him desecrating with his own hands the beautiful 
altar of his own moral inte rity and quenching the proud fire of his 
own spiritual tateline . I mi ht be tempted to direct your atten
tion to a bit of wi dom which most of us acquire only after we have 
badly brui d our elves and other -that there is such a thing as 
' peaking the truth in love." Occasionally, the hot, impatient word 
will Jeap to our lip . Occasionally our hand will reach for the 
corpion whip at the sight of outrageous wrong. But we hould 
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brin our elve to remember that in the piritual ord r it i th law 
of kindne which yield the ultimate victory. Our ta k is to per
suad through rea on, and, thr u h I ve, win men r t ur 1 1 n. 
And if we fail-and most of one mini try is failure-and th 
nobler the ministry the great r the failur and th more pr ci u 
and exa] ted the rare victori - we hall at ]ea t not ha anction d 
by our example the techniqu of hat , bitt rn and piritual io
lence which has gained uch currency and appro al among men and 
nation today. 

I mi ht al o be tempted to d\: ell upon the p t ral lement in 
y ur mini try which in the e of many laym n in your future 
congr ation will be regarded a your mo t important ervi to 
them. Y u will be admired for your el quence y ur cholarship 
and ur achievement but ou will be lo ed and bl d b rat ful 
h art f r th h lpful way in whi h y u p r nall , ill bring li ht 
to th m directly in their dark h ur f r , hat u per nally \: ill 
mean t them and their a fri nd oun- 11 r and guid . 

Th and oth r th mes ar tr mend u ly important and de r in 
of comm nt n an occa ion uch as this. But uppermo t in my mind 
toda , are not the e thou ht but the th ught , f th t mp r f 
th w rld into which you ar entering as mini ter , the d pera 
spiritual cri i in our ci ilizati n, th lif .. and-d ath tru le whi h 
i ra in t day b tween th Ja ic religiou • and m ral traditi n 
of mankind a represent d by Judaism and th n w pa ani m f 
power dictator hip tate t talitariani m militari m and raciali m 
which i w ping the w rid. I c nn t h Ip but b apprehen iv 
al c nc ming th quality of ri i and m r n y whi h ha nt r d 
Jewi h lif t day. nd I a k my If at thi mom nt, watching th 
ordinati n of new rabbi in I rael, what hall a rabbi pr ach in 
the time ? \Vhat hall be the center of gravity in hi m a e 
and mi ion? Out f the tr a ure-trove f hi tori J wi h ide , 
which hall he el ct to rai on high f r en ign and bann r t hi 
troubled age? 

Th an w r, it eems to me, is to be f und in what I u g st d 
a m ment a o in the tirnel ss id a of Judai m in th truth whi ·h 
are from e rla ting to verlasting. There are certain idea or 
principl which are indispen able to any age regard} s of its in-
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t II tual p litical r n mic compl xi n. Ju t a there are 
qualiti f p r nal charact r \l hich \l r pre i u in the si ht of 
man f1v th u and • ar a 0 o, and , hi h , ill h ]d th ir id ntical 
, rth am n men t n thou and ear e • rit oura 
I yalt elf-r traint - th re ar valu in t ·al lif of the 
human rac a a " h i h ar t mall pr i u param unt and 
I rm n nt. 

nd th lu rtunat I i n r d purned and denied by 
1 cf f d t da but which mu t neverthel be 
d d at all c t if ivilization i to ndure- are 
m r truth th 0'?13,7 r, :J'l1J f Judai m; and today in their 
h ur f b id al all for their p ke men and champion 
a n r 

L t m p f th ntial and indi pen able 
alu . A . v • u0 ht in Judai m ha b n the upremac f 

th m ral la . i a I alid \l ritt n b G d in the 
h f m n bindin alik up n all m n and all nati n . o one 
i e. mpt from th operati n f thi law- thi tl!,W01 rinN i1i1l'l 
, nN- n tat no cla n part o rnment. gain t that 
la\ nati n a w ll a indi idual in- Nt>n 'il 1i1 
"Ah in ful nati n a pe ple laden iniquit , -and kin and 
n bl m n and pri t and ri h me - and th poor and th 
pr l tariat. . . . In th nam f upr m moral law, uni-

r all mandat ry and actin a pr phet c uld denounce a kin -
tt'1:1N N'?1 C :,'?o ,lJ 7n, 3,7:J ili:i,N . amuel could attack a 

aul. ... than uld p int th fin r at Kin Da id and er ut 
iO'Ni1 iTriN Th u art th man. Elijah could umm n hab to 

dr ad ac ountin : ntoi Cli r,n~ii1 and J r miah c uld pro-
n un d , n upon Z d kiah b au "'h humbl d n t him elf 
b f r J r miah peakin in th nam f th Lord. 

But th f arful h r y f ur da pr laim n t th upremacy 
of th m ral la, but th upr mac of th tat r th nation. 
Th tat r nation an d n r ng. Th p rt in c ntr l of th 
tat an d n \l r n . Th part b . th Due the Fu hrer, 

th mmi ar can d n v r fl<Y. Th rnal f the Jew 
through th a ha b n n t 'Ther i n kin a ar but 
i1riN N'N 7',o 1h l'N Ther 1 n Kin but Th The new 
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pa ani m recogniz onl n m rt I in f r \! rhi h a nati n h uld 
do p nan e- th in of havin b en d f at d in battJ an] nly 
one impartial judg ab th nati n , a military 
exp rt of the Nazi declar d - ucccs I in R nai an and 
the R f rmati n sine Machiav lli and Luth r th nc pt f 
tate autonomy and elf- uffi i n y h f arfully advan d. in 

H gel and Ficht the stat ha be n ap th o iz d. Th tat i 
it elf the right. It i the origin a w IJ a th 1 f a1l rn ralit , 
and c nf rmity with stat nd i conf rmit with th moral law. 

tat ab luti m i teadil d ,radin rn ra1ity t I liti al trat 
and robbing man of his freedom and hi dignit . 

There i her a in other fi Id , an irr on ilab1 antith i b -
twe n the cla ic Jewi h tradition and th n w pagani m. Th 
per picaci us amon the n , pa an kn w i . Tha i , h th 

azi , f r e ampl have c nt red th ir bitt r atta k upon th 
Jew and Judai m, and up n th Old T tam nt. 

Und r our traditi n th fun ti n f h • to pr rv law 
and rd r and t in ure th Jarg t mea ur f ju ti 
Und r the n w di pen ation, th fun ti n th 
throu h war. It pirit i th 1Wehrgei t' Th~ ~ al of all du
cation i \Vehrhafti keil. ·Battl i th divin bu in ·: of v ry 
G rman. In Italy childr n ar train d fr m in£ n in th 
of oldierin . ·In pre-war <la in Eur p ' wri • Franz ,Y rf l, 

oldier march d b au e th y had to; TIO\l boy oi l\! Iv mar ·h 
for the fun f it. In ontra t to thi my ti adoration of for f 
' chrecklichk it ' and f brandi bin of ti t ur traditi n pro laim 

n.:,:i N~ . The al f ur ducati n i C'nt-it '? c r,i:i ,n ,nr, :,1. 
Our tradition proclaim th r d mpti 

L v thy nei hb r. 'L th tran 
pro laim th principle of hat f cla 
national ambiti n f en ph bia. 

and healing p w r f 1 
Th n w pagani m 

f irr ncilabl 

Our tradition peak of humilit , indi idual and 1l cti . ' Th 
humble hall inh rit the arth. ' ni-i ~ E,tv ,,:, . Th n , ord r j 

blatantl and vul arl arrogant in it n it laim and pr t n-
ion . Dictat r r wh r ar inflating th ir I pl , ith th 

mo t b ori h nt rt f nati n I ch uvini m ra ial v nity 
and la intran i nc . 
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Our tradition peak f the dignity of the individual. Our Torah 
b gin with the er ation of one man and ends with the death of one 
man. The fir t man wa fa hioned in the image of God. The econd 
was one whom the Lord kn w face to face. Man is significant in 
our tradition. c:,',;J J1'',y 'l:11 cnM C'il',M 'n,oM 'lN. Every 
individual has the right to ay "for my sake was the world created. ' 
E ery man i a unique e ent in the world. \Vhen one sees a great 
concour of p opl h hould thank God for not having made them 
all of one mind. In th new emergent world, men are being driven 
back into h rd m re into dread conformity. They are being re
condition d into ma reactions. A fearful roboti m is the clear 

bjective of the m dern totalitarian tate. 
Thu the ery ha ic doctrines of our faith, the salient principles 

f ur piritual and m ral tradition are being challenged in our day 
by powerful ruthl and determined f rces who are again worship-
in th unclean pirit i1',N N', C ,w', in:i T'. And these fore 
are coring one ictory after another. 

The rabbi theref re, who i heir of prophet, priest, and psalmi t, 
who choo to wa1k with th m the C~1V n1:i'nl will in this hour 

f dread decision f r mankind preach teach and proclaim most of 
all and abo a11 th anci nt truths ith an earne tne and a 
vig r with an eag rn and xaltation a if they were new re ela-
ti n ju t c me d wn t man calculat d to hake the er founda
ti n f the w rid. 

There i an untam d and amazin ly dogmatic romanticism abroad 
in the w rid t day and thi tur id, headlon romantici m born out 
of the maranatha complex ut f exce i e me ianic expectation 
in the fi Id f politic and con mic ha a tendency to make th 
cla ic ideal and tandard f mankind m old indeed, in fact, 
antiquated. That ha happ ned befor . The nineteenth century 
believed that the laboratory would yield all truth. The twentieth 
century believed that the machine would achieve all ood. Both 
hope ha e pr d ain but ere life expo d their vanity they had 
a way of makin th old cod and conviction f hi toric religion 
look outworn and lightly ridiculou . But they were not outworn. 
They w re not old. They were not youn . They are eternal. And 
the ar un n ational quite a unsen ational a a mathematical 



formula, quite lik the math matical formulae to which phy ici t 
are now attempting to reduce this whole compl x and xcitin uni-

er e of our . To th un n ati nal and et rnal truth of hi 
religious cultur the rabbi h uld m t f r ntly addr him_ If 
today and pro laim them with ren wed mpha i to th w rid. 

And to hi own people, th r bbi \! uld d \! ll t bring t day 
a me a e of comfort and c nfid n . Th r i a tim to chid and 
a time to ooth . The hara d ul f l ra l toda n d th h al
in , comforting word. It n d m ral . It n ed th r a uranc 
of a resplendent d tiny of ultimat i t r of th h It rin wings 
of God. In the hour of I rael pro perit and power, our an i nt 
prophet ca tigated their peopl but in it dark hour of orr w, 
defeat and exile they p ke with a compa • i nate t nderne . Th y 
poke of re urrection, of vindicati n of r t ration. Their bann r 

over their people was Lo e. Th na og h uld in the day , b 
a place of piritual r fu e and heart nin . Fr m the pulpit hould 
come to our peopl not qu rulou n and c n riou n and parti-
anship and plutt ring polemic and the bittern of an impatient 

or di appoint d pirit- we walk n b tt r for abu in ur 
crutche -but the trong confident faith, th gladd nin word of 
hope and the wi e, practical uidanc and in truction. In uch 
time a th I u p ct that our p pl tand in r t r n eel f 
sage than f prophet . 

The rabbi today hould qui ti and pati ntly tr n th n the 
tron hold of J wi h life and th bulwark f J wi h ur i al 

agencie . \ e do not n d toda a n w phil ph f J wi h lif , 
a new et of concept and d finiti n to play around with. It is 
not Judai m which ne d r c n tru ti n t day but our Iv . Of 
cour e w ar in an a e of tran iti n. \ alwa ha b n. The 
loomy Dean Inge opine that wh n dam and E e 1 ft the Garden 

of Eden dam turned to E e and aid: - ~I d ar w ar now 
definitely entering upon an a f tran iti n. . . . Of c ur w 
mu t mak adju tment to ban d onditi n . But J wi h ur ival 
owe far more to our peopl r f usal t mak h t and t mporary 
adjustment , to an obdurate in i t nee upon the t rnity and un
changeability of the basic teachin of Judai m-N, il,inil nNrtv 
n!>,no Niln-than to any facile and accomm dating adjustability. 
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\\~e need today planned and intensive cultivation of the marvelous 
piritual and cultural legacy which i our energ tic diss mination 
f our eternal t achin s. \\ e need training up-building and or
anization. 

The rabbi today hould trive not for unity in I rael-a ta k 
quite impo ible of achie ement among our people or among any 

ther peopl but for a ma imum mea ure of cooperation on the 
ba i of common need and obligation . He should foster among his 
people the larger loyalty to the whol Hou of Israel-here and 
abroad-and the en of a common d tiny. Provincialism and 
protective i olationi m are no longer po ible for any Jewish com
munity in the world today. The rabbi hould encourage the co
operation of hi people in the up-building of the Jewi h Homeland 
in Pale tin not becau e that is the solution of the Jewi~h problem 
-there i no on olution-for there i no one Jewi h problem-nor 
becau e he i enamoured of nationali m, which has more or less run 
riot in the modern world-nor yet becau e he feel that the Galut is 
liquidating and that there i no Ion er any hope for Jewi h com
munities in the Dia pora-that i a too-hasty readin both of past 
and of c ntemporan ou Jewi h bi tor a well a of the hi tory of 
mankind but be au e a J ewi h H m land will help to normalize 
the status of our people in the world becau e it will remove the 
element of de peration-of fi htin with our back to the wall
from ou renewed stru gle for quality and emancipati n, which the 
world has a ain forced upon u , because it will er e as a haven 
for ho t of our p ople who mu t now eek new home in a world 
wher door are everywher clo in and because this Jewi h Home
land ma become in the day to come a va t dynamo of creative 
Jewi h cultural and piritual nergies. 

A reat hour await you, my friends, and you will be matched 
with thi hour. It i a time of c,::,'7z:,;, nN~ when Kings o 
f rth to battle and mighty armie clo e in d perate combat. But 
you ar to be rabbi I ader of a people whose very name-I rael
mean wre tlin with angels and demons and mastering them. You 
are to be the teacher of the Torah, and of such it wa aid long 
a o: i1',~no i1r 'ii1 i1,in ,,o~n:i po,~rv 'O ~::, whoever de-

ote him elf to the Torah, he shall triumph in the end. 
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