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TRIBUTE PAID TO MR. SAMUEL GOLDHAMER ON THE OCCASION OF HIE THIRTIETH
AVNIVERSARY AS EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR OF THE JEWISH VELFAUE FEDERATION OF
CLEVELAND ON FEBRUARY 4, 1987, BY RABSI ABBA HILLEL SILVER,

M¥r., Samuel Goldhamer is, this yeuar, completing thirty yeo rs of
asgocintion w' th the Jewish Welfare Federation as ite Executive Ulrector.

¥uch has happened since 1907, when ir., Goldhamer, as « young men,
first came to the Federati n, The Cleveland Jewish community has changed
in these years both in sgize snd complexion, Whet was & coumunity of
25,000 souls has in these years ncarly quadrupled itself, Etirring world
affaire swept over our communel life bringing to us new t:sks =nd new
responsibilitics, The scope of Jewish social service has broadened
materially through those yeare and its outlook and technigue have undergone
radic:1 changes, In all these yesrs, #r, Goldhamer met the new snd increasing
regronsibiliti s of hisz office as they recented themselves with a fine
capacity, courage snd intelligent adaptability, lle moved with the times and
at times led the movenents. He was never content +> sta, in the rut of a
comfortable buresuerat., He w28 not psrecipitant but delibrorate and srogressive,
He knew when to apply the brakes and when to move full steam ahead,

Whether as in the earlier yezrs the roblem was that of building
upn necessar. communal agencies and co-ordinating them, training our people
into the ha'lt of adequate and inte ligent giving and caring for the immigr nt
poor, or whether as in the post-war years, the oproblem was that of orgenisging
campaigns on a large scale, to help our war-ridden brethren ecross the sea,
or wvhether as in recent yecars, the problem wes that of integrating our communal
life into organigzed unity of planning and action, iir, Goldhamer was nover

found wanting either in the intelligent grasp of the sroblem or in a ractical

aporoach to its solution or in devotion and enthusiasm which made for success.

Mr. Goldhamer has, at all times, been self-effacing, He has never
craved publicity - that morbid obsession of so many people in publlic lifes

He did the worke Others frequently got the credit., He did not mind a Dbit,




They say of the British Empire that "its incorruptivle spinal coluzn®
is not its Parliament, its “Yabinet members or gover ingofficiale but its
remariable civil service, its ser:snent staff, - the trzined men, out o the
lime-light, behind the scenes, who carry on year after year the grest policies
and traditions of the Zmpire, regardless of the shift and change of partics
and governments,

Through all the changes which have tacen place in the life of the
Federation in the 1 st thirty yeare, through the succession of presidents,

office s and boards of trustees, “r, Samuel Goldhamer hag remained the

permenent head who faithfully, tactfully and unostentatiousl; carried on

its work,

He 's honored among his [ellow social workers throughout the lard,
They turn to him for counsel and guidance., He 1g honored and respected in
our own community - and this is indeed a great tribute to & man after thirty
years in public life, carticularly in a Jewish community which has, like
all Jewish conmunities, had its full sha e of controversics snd conflicts
which frequently found their way to the offices of the Federation,

Mr, Goldhamer has made many friends. This is a tribute to ch racter
even more than to ability., His friends wish to remember him to-night., They
requested me to present to you, Mr, Coldhamer, in their name and through
them, in the name of 211 your friends in this community, this token, It
is a timepiece,

Time mszrches on for you, for all of us - but time only deepens real
affections and mellows true friendships, You h vo become closer to us through
these passing years and we shall move forward with vou into the oncoming

years, happy in our fellowsiip, confident in your leadership.






