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you

comir

aft :rnoon, and
One doesn't realize

»
+

like  ourg is doin
comes upon the
and girls, whom ar organization like %his
young manhood =nd omanhood, snd when oné
happened to th- e young people but for tr
love of a great organization like Sours,
guch an
ingunished career but
been more alert and

more helpful than at the present time,

a joy now to go into a B'nai Biri meetings at least it's

0 in Claveland, doy,'t know much about the organizations in other

elsewhere, Ther
een a surcharge of n energy and r , se in the organization,
evidently due to the
is something gre:t and momentous to be done

and you, in jour way, are attempting to do it.

e




@ 1s just
you this morning. It
somethin. which should
have gone through four
political anti-“emitism was established
to that challenge of official political anti-Semitisn

cemitism —not sporadic or irresponsible ‘nti<Jewish s

JTO

telligent way, #hile we have not been able to
@ heve not haed a wellethought out plsn of
counter-attac: because we weren't roally prepared Tor just tb
of thing, nevertheless, 1 belicve that the Jewigh people, as a whole,
reacted to the situation im & very intelligent &nd to the degree that it

Ta 43
T

could be effective, in e did not teke it 1;ing
down, ¥%e did not cringe or cower nor

heaprd th ast charge made freouently. I don't think

Justified, We reacted, b and lurge, as normal human Heings

been affronted, who had bsen attacked, and sgainst swvery conceivable

method was used to humiliate und degrade them would rcact, firgt in protest,

then in z2ction calculated to underamine the famous regin

o),g ’!’;\_\&Gfg"z
for it, In extending reliel to the me women and ehildr-en who

innocent victims of that shameless iniuity.

[ believe that the time h2s now come in our life in this
country to turn our attention away a bit from this problemj not in
the sense of ignoring it or makins light of it but in the -ense of

surmounting it, and devoting ourselves more assiduously and more




constructivel; to the ta of building in this countr; the finest

Jewish comunit; we can builc nd in doing =ll we cam in this country

to avert the oossit ty of som2 such thing hapoenin

soursalves

eavolution, The one
=ction encountcored determined popular
istance in Ypal nd they wore =stooped in their tracks Jltimatel
a e going to be def
launchin
sen proved to be too co
privileged classes - too costl;
‘orces whigh ineclined
row stronger
ar than
i'eals which for a time came under a cloud in the world -
democracy and liberalism and tole-rance and good will - whieh
upon as the small change ~f an

in civilization, these are now regaining

their prestige and their currenc: in the world, Democracies have




o
finally lsarned how to orgamize to resigt Faceiet adventures
governments have falled to deliver the goods, and whil:
their people for another y-:ar or anotherfive
their people in cerman-nt cubjection. The
economicz1lly,. hig they ha ailed to do and will continue to fail

with democr-acy on t! scendant
and rsaction on the decline, it behooves us Jews o raorienta
from a ns: cholog . ¢risis and tension to a more mormal and

organization like jours which hag a

onstructive effort over a lon; poriod of vears ought to
‘n fAmeries, to & tran‘uilizing, if (ou will, of Jewish life,
te tenper, and @ slowing down of ites emotional tempo,
ecifienlly, I mean that inm our «peeches and in our meetincs and in our
apoeals for new mombers, and in our 2ppeals for funds ve shou lay less
emphasis on and tal: less about N he dange: the
Jew here in America and *alk re about the positive and insoiring values
of Jewish 1life and the coms tructive tasks in vhich we cuzht +» en re
ourselves,
It is the easiest t ing in tha vorld, m ‘riends, to stampede
into Joining teaples 2nd rocisties and into givine mone; for
relief by frightenin ham with anti<Somitisn It's the easiest thing
in the world but, to my mi it's the mos ngerous thing in the

-

world, hacause vou un'eraine morale ai timately 1 will ¢ive the Jew

.

in America a feeling of being a hounded individuzl -- which he is notjp

of being in cver, sense diff-rent from ever other citizen in the United

States - which he is not, “ou will be foreing him, peychically, inte




a self-made spiritual ghetto,

There is no warrant for it, If ever the time comes that
will have to face serious and active anti-Semitism in America we will face
it. I don't t'ink that that time is here. I hope thet it will never
come, DBut certainly we ouglt not to act ns if i re ¥ekuxXix a2lready
upon us and voluntarily creste for our:
and despair,

In other words, ztrongly urge upon you, as I hove been
urging upon Jews all over the country, *o -et down to the positive “usiness
of Jewish livings to devote jourselves constructively to the upbuilding
of Jewish schools, ;f raiging your children intc 2 fine sence ~f Jewi!sh
loyalty and a deep apprecition of Jewish valussy to the strengthening

o

of the “ewish home, ‘he 'synagogue and of 211 Jarigh communal sctivi‘ies

-

gani at ‘ons, Thoge =vay these hs l¥als been, our inetrum-nts of

<

and o

survivel. These h:ve dlwsy! f : gencies which hav- nourished and

fed our lives, which have given us the pogitive catiefactions of Jewish

life, and these must continue to be the

Ours is the largest Jewlsh community in the world, Ve 2re
cloge unto five million souls. Th re has nover been a Jewish community
of is size anywhere in th orld unless ;ou think of the o0ld Czarist
impire, whieh is nowsplit., Theve has never been a Jewish community
comparable to the strength, the capacity, and the rich oromise of the
Anericen Jewish community.

Let's think a little more of it. Let's think a little mo e of

what we are goins to do with this gre t community o five million souls,

Let's try to work positively im this countr; for the precerv:ton of the

basic American traditions of freedom, liberty and human equality so that




our community, along w#ith others graclous land w’ be =@ecure
and will be able to carry on its life in trancuillit;

I conclude, therefore, h's one thoughts I don't mow
that it's necessary to make it, but 1 st it be overlooked, I make 1it, _
“e owe as much to the “mcoricen Jewish community im terms of our mergies
and interests and coms tructive thinkin: as we owe to any
across the zeas. The tims has ¢ me Tor returming to the classic highways
of Jewigh life, We have been diverted, un’ortun tely we had to be diverted,
by the tragie events of the past few years. Now the time has come jefinitely
to return to the highway of Jewish livinz which consists in nositive efforts
towards a richer and fullsr and more satisfying Jewish life im consonance

with the great Amcrican life about us. We ought to stop thinsdng of

ourselves apprehensively as an 1:0l ted camp im. t"» midst of & hundred

Ca

n

and twent, millions of other paople.  If ws @6 th/t we shall hav

the anti-Semite his first and gre test victory. Ve ought to continue to
think of ourselvss, as we hav ever, right to do, as being integrally
and essentially part and parcel of this gre t Americaj that we are some
of the strands which are woven into its marvelous tapsstryj that we
belons here lite ever; other group. We ave no ajologies to mace.

We do mot have to Justify ourselves. We do not have to tell the world
that we have earned the right to be An::icans., %e do not have to

1

proclaim our virtues or to apologize for our chortcomings, all the time.

Ne ought to live normal lives as American citizens., The
non-Jewish world is golng to becom2 tired of us if we continue constantly
to rasp and irritate and complain., It will respect us “ar more if we

devote ourselves to the things which make for a fuller and nobler total

life of the American people. As jou build finer Jewish hom2s, as you

train your child-en into finer manhood and ~omanhood, as you make your




going down

doomed.

iestined to

t iroughout th
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