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Editor, The Christian Century.
Dear Sir:

Will you permit me to comment om your editorisl "Jewry and Cemocraey"
which a peared in ;our June 2th issue.

You charge the Jew with not bringing into good-will conf-rences

"

Jews and Uhristians "a fully candid expression of his own aspirations". As

"a realistiec observer" you find it Jifficult to believe th=at "Jewish p-rticipants
in such conferences are searching for 2 common bagis of unity with their Christian
neighbors", ilay I recuest you, as & realist, to be a little more spoeifie, and,
instead of indulging in colossal abstractions concerning Jewish racial or
cultural exclusiveness, and the requiremonts of - national culture in a

to
dynamic soeiety,/tell us just axactly what you want the American Jers to do?
You have been belaboring this particular theme of yours - the resistance of
the Jewish group to the "democratic process" - for some time., But I am still
waiting to learm from you your concrete s>rogram of proposed action,

We assume - or shall we assume? - that your r=al motive is not to
proselytize the Jews of im=rica and to convert them to Christianity. Zou wish
the Jews of ®#merica to retain their religion - or do you? But the Jewish
religion, as you well “now, is more than a creed. Like over, other historie
religion, it has expressed itcelf im modes and disciplines, im traditional
custons, cersmonies, symbols, festivals and observances, It has built its
own places of worship and its own religious schools, Like almost every
other religion it has laid down certain requirements for admission into the
faith on the part of thos  heretofore not belonging to it. In the liberal
wings of Judaism these requirements do not call for the "drastie physic 1

symbolism" to which you allude, Is it your thought that the Jews chould

give up these outward expressions ond institutions of thelr faith so0 as not
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to interfere with the mysterious workings of the "democratic process™ which is

moving us all to some glorious far-off divine event of spiritual trans-substantiation?

Are the Proteostant =nd Catholic churches of America prepared to do the same?

The members of the Jewish faith, like Catholics and "rot stants, have
built their own philanthropic instituti ons, hospitals, homes for the :ged,
orphanages, etec., Are these to be abandoned? They have also built seminaries
for the training of Jewish religious teachers and ministers and for the ctudy
of the history and literature of the Jewish nast. Are these to be sacrificed
to the Moloch of "Cultural Gleichschaltung"? Jews have also had to minister
to the physical and spiritual needs of fellow-Jews a2broad who are the political
and economic victims of racial and cultural bigotry and intolerance., They
have had to organize im order to counteract anti-femitie oropaganda he e and
abroad, Are these the activities which you h=va in mind when you suggest
that the Jewish group "deliberately removes itsslf from osarticipation in the
open process of social change?" Or is it inter-marriage which you advoc-te?

Do you advoe te inteor-marriage between all races in a democracy? Is that a
condition precedent to democratic life? You ‘mow, of course, that inter-marriage
(and conversion) was widespread amon: the Jews of Ger-many, so widespread, that
people prophecied the early disappearance of the entire Jewish group in

Germany., Did that protect the Jews of Germany from the fate which overtook

them?

You imply that the Jewish group in the United Stztes is the only
one which wishes to precerve its cultural and racial identity. Surely, you
cannot be quite seriousz about it, You ~tate that "the Jewish position in
American democracy may be visualiged, in principle, b 4imagining five
million Germans....established in our Jemocratic land as the Jews now are
end determined to maintian their racial doctrine snd their racilal separateness,"

This seems to you sn utterly preposterous notion. And yet, m, dear Mr., Editor,




this is exactly what the Uerman group is doing im th se United States. If
you will make a study of the number of newspapers and periodicals which are
printed by the German group in the United Stutes im the German language, and
the number of schools and churches in which the German langu=ge is the
predominant speech, and the mumber of Germam ‘ereiren - cultursl, fraternal,
charitable, sport and choral groups - dedic: ted to the mission of keeping
German culture alive in the United States, and the closest contazet with the
Fatherland, you will find that the Germans a2ye doing exactly that which you,
in your innocence, assume they would never dreeam of doing.

And upon further survey, you will find that this is true of almost every

other nationality group in the United St:tes. In spite of which the mystical

"democratie process" hes mot broken down in this country. The democratic

process, my dear Mr, Editor, breaks don only when p=ople become political,
religious, cultural or racial totalitanians.

Whether you are aware of it or not, you are drifting into the
"Natonalist" Front, You have begun to clemur for a national democrac)y im the
same way as the "Volkist" Nazis clamored for a nstiomal socialism. In
either case the ultimate emphasie finally falls not on democracy or socialism
but on n:ztionalism - an intolorant, trucculent sll-consuming nationalism,

The fact that you are "generously prompted" ard nobly motivated and that you
speak with the cweetness and light of a liboral theologiam does n t make your
position and thesis any less menaeing in the moderm world,

The great crucial guestion in your mind iss "Can democracy suffer
a hereditory minority to perpetuate itself as a permanent minority, with
its own distinctive culture ranctioned by its own distinctive calt forms?”
You feel that this ruestion would be fairly embarrassing to both sides (a

rather queer way of dividing America) and you suggest over and over arain that




wle
Jewish spokesmen have hesitated to grapple with this queston and are afraid
to face it, This is not the case. Over and over again that question has
been faced and answered by Jewish spokesmen and answered unhesitatingly in the
affirmative, In fact, it is our conviction that this is one of the real
tests and criteria of democr-ecy. In a real democracy the "demoeratiec process"

sets out to obliterate no racial or cultural group. Witness England, France,

true
Switzerland, Canada. This is/even of non-Fascist dictatorships. Witness the

Soviet Union, It is only political, economic or religious Faseism that is
unhappy about cultural and racial diversities in its midst. PFor it is clear
that the cultural or raclal identity of any group in a democracy is harmful
only in so far as it prevents that group from participatingactively and ezgerly
in the total life of the democracy.

Again, I call upon you, my dear Mr. Editor, to indicate spscifically
wherein the Jewish group in the United States has refused to rarticipate
actively and eagerly in the common life of the American democracy. Do you
know of any city in the United “tates wh- re Jews h:ve not sent their child en
to the public schools, or to the secular institutions of higher learning? -
and our sdools are certainly the great solvents of particularism and the most
poverful agent of the "democ atic process". Do you know of any philanthropie,
political, economic, social or artistic movement in this country im which
the Jews have refused to share? Do you !mow of any Americsn social, fraternal
or labor organization or cultural and orofessional society which opened its
doors to Jewish membership which Jews refused to join? Specificslly, how has
the Jewish group isolated itself? Jewish templ s and synagogs h-ve welcomed
to their pulpits representatives of the Christian faith, Forums held under
Jew sh auspices have welcomed the outstanding spokesmen of the mon-Jewish world,
The Jews of Americsa have been among the most avid roaders and students of all

that is said and written on the social, economic and political problems of
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our day. JThey are also among the most prolific contributors to the discussion
of these subjects in books and periodicals.

In vi w of all these facts which are apparent even to a most casual
observer, aren't you, my dear Mr, Zditor, guilty of be:ring false witness
againet your neighbor, “hen you persist in charging the Jewish group with
"deliberately removing itself from participation ‘m the open process of social
change?"

In conclusion, let me say that it is nothing short of theologie
romanticism to attribute the persistence of the Jew in the world to his
"{immemorial and pertinacious obsession with an illusiom that his race, his people,
are the object of the special favor of Cod, who requires the maintenance of
their racial integrity and speorateness as the medium through which, soon
or late, will be performed somemighty act involving humsn destiny." This is
certainly a new approach to the science of sociology and history. The
"illusion™ concerning the electiom of Isriel is, of ¢ urse, orthodox New
Testament doctrine as well as orthodox Old lestament, just as th: restorz=tion
of the people of Israel to Palestine is classic Christian messishniem eoven as
it is Jewish, But to conclude therefrom that the Jewish people has survived
and iz surviving today because of this "illusion", or that the modern Zionist

movem nt is a product of this messiahnism is, 3mm to say the lecast, amazing

naivetg and "thinking the thoughts of dead men"”,

You confuse, my dear Mr, Editor, two realities - the Jewish people and
the Jewish religion., The two are mot synonymous, Let me assure you that the
sixteen million Jews in the world today are not very much worried about the
election or the mission of Israel. Many of them have mever hzard of it., Need
I assure you that Freud, Blum, Trotsky, Einstein, Hrandels or Tergsom are not
groaning under the yoke of thie "immemorial and pertinacious obsession" which

seems to bother the editor of "The Christiam Century" far more than it does




the Jews of the world of today.

You have overlooked the simple fact that the Jews are a people and not
a church, a people lik~ any other people, fashioned by the s-me historic forces
which fashion and maint-in other peoples., The only difference which exists
between the Jewish people and any other people in the world today is that the
Jews do not possess a nationzl home, This lacuna many Jews ars endeavoring
to fill today., Im other regards, the Jewish people is like any other people.
Many Jews are religious and many others are non-religious or anti-religious.
Some believe in the election and thes mission of Israel and employ that concept,
as the prophets and Habbis did, not as a badge of arrogant exclusiveness but
as a challenge to humble and sacrificial service to God and men, and others
have rejected it, There are Jews who are communists and others who are
capitalists, and still oth-pra who are adh rents of all the economic philo=ophies
in between. There ae nationalist Jews and anti-nsationalist, Zionist, non-Zionist,
and anti-Zionist. There are Yiddishists &nd Hebraists and assimilationists,
In fact, a more diversified and sharply individualistic group of people it
would be difficult to find :nywhere on the fice of the earth, To state that
this varieg-ted people is "obsessed" with this "illusion® and that this keeps
it from free communion and contzct with the rest of the world is truly bizarre
and fantastic. And furthermore, to posit that this is "the root cause of the
Jewish problem" and the real cause of anti-Semitism, when active anti-Semitism
throughout the world is today endeavoring to gject the Jewish group from
the total life of the nation and to force him into an ‘nvolunt ry and unwanted
separateness and isolation - ig truly sstounding.

May I close, my dezr lir, Editor, b suggesting that you take stock of

yourself and your ideas, lest you find yourself drivem by y ur idee fixe,

against your will, to hunt with the pacK of Fascist lahoos who are running
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wild over the world today and aYe trampling under foot the inalienable rights

and the sacred values both of individuals and of groups.

Sincerely,

Cleveland, Ohio






