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In 1897 the ir~t lionift Con ref s was held in B sil and the 6ioni st 

rogram 1.,as defi ed and proclaimed . So great was he inherent soundness 

and pot nc of he idea that ,·dthin twent ' e ~rs it received its vindication 

and its triumphant in the alfour eel-ration . Poli ically 

established, the next twenty •ears saw the Zioni t ideal incorporc;; ed in 

concrete economic , soc·a1 an cultural achievements . An amazing era of 

upbuilding1 surcharged rith remarkable energ, initiative, courage and sacr·fice 

set in . In t he face of terrific ob tacles - non-cooper tion on the part of 

the Mandatory gover ent, vlolence and terrorism on th part of the Rrab, 

in the .1. ace of a Je,·1ish world broken nd impover.:.shed b ' war, Tith millions 

of our eople in Eastern and Central ..:urope demanding the greater shar e of our 

resources and our energies, in the f ace of 
estern 

hich along ·ith the v.hole/ orld 

dis strous economic depression 

ole Je ish world 

nevertheless succeeded in hringin • to exi enc , in Pale~ ine, a 

rem·rkabl e Je ish community which t the time o the lfour eclar i on 

numr ered 60 000 and now numbers more ' an 400,000. le es t blished hund r ds 

of settlements nd colonies, built schools anrl hoP it, ls, cre•1ted • ndustries, revived 

a 1 ngu ge and a cul ure and crowned the cultur 1 edifice vii th a Hebrew Univcrsi t y . 

The whole record has been universall acclaimed as an amazin , epic of achievement . 

And no ·1 , twenty years after the lfour Declar( tion , an ef ort is being 

made to cut the Jewish Homeland i nt ain o cons ric its undaries and to 
w 

consign an expandai: Jewish Homel nd to wha must be a poli ical and economic 

absurdit . 

Th J high spiritual exaltation of our oeople , in 1°17, inspi r ed b, the 

alfour Declara ion , has been
1
through tio dee des 1cuccessivel dampened and 

chilled
1
not so much b terrori tic resit nee~ on the par of certain 

intransigeant Arab elements in Palestine as b the failure of the .. andatory 

overnment to fulfill-· 

the Mand te . 

obligations hich it un ertook und r the terms of 
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The whole record of the dministration of Palesti e the 

~ith ref r ence t u the upbuilding of the Je ·ish Homeland 

has been a series of failure~ , 

Gre·.t britain undertook , under th 0 terms of t he t•.andate, "to pl~e 

the c untr (Palestine) under such politic· 11administr·tive ad economic 

// 

conditions as will secure the establishment of the Je ish Na~ionrl Home. 

It failed to do that . 

t undertook "to facilitate Jewish immigration under suitable 

conditions." It has failed to do that . 

rar from openi ~ the doors of Palestine wide to a Je ,ish mass 

immigration, it has continually rangled a 

minimum ~ u. for irumi ~rantf . The depth of the arcial and the 
I\ l 

.u;.. · 
outrageous was reached in the latest ~ hich allows 20 certificat s for 

" 
a period of four months - at a time whe hund reds of thousands of ,J e s are 

turning to Pale tine as their last ray of hope ~ ~-

Gre&. t 0 ritain unaertook "to encour ge in cooperation with the 

Je ish Agenc close settlement f the Jews on the land, includi ate 

and ste land not required for public purposes . " It has failed o do th t . 

Not a oot of land has been granted to Jewish settl rs in Pa estine . On the 

contrary , endless difficulti shave been placed in t he •a of acq ·sion of land 

through purchase b Jewish settl rs . Commi ion after ommi~sion as called into 

existence in response to the promptings of Arab rioters, to prove hat no 1 nd ·as 

availa le at the verJ tim 

ere demons rating how much 

hen Jews, by dra·ni m.rshes and irr·gatin desert land/ 

available land there reall w s . 

It undertook to provide physic~l protec ion and security to the Je~ish 

It has failed even to do that . itbin the 1st fifteen years there have 
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four large sacle uprisings and massacres in ?alestine. 

lt undertook to build a Jewish Homeland i~ ~ clearly defined area of 

Palestine rhich included both sides of the Jordan. It failed to do that. 

In 1922, it extracted from the application of the Jewish Nat ional Home 

provisions of t he f,.andate - · the whole of Transjordania., a terri tory twice as 

large as the present Palestine, and contrary to definite ~uarantees given,the Jews, have 
I 

not been allowed to settle there. 'l'ransj ordania thus became one of the f w 

.., 
I • 

civilized netion
1

r..ifueod to 8llow Jews,-c,to settl~ .. ·~,..,. 

And this incredible record of failures is now to be climaxed with yet 

another - th& unlawful partition of .Palestine in a desperate effort to solve o:.. 

~ problem which the 1wandatory Governm0 nt, through its o 

neglect, created. 

blundering and 

asked -/\.---
What hve he Zionists/of Great Britain since the issuance of the balfour 

f 

Declaration? Only an honest and forthright fulfillment of +he Mandate - no 

mo and no less. 'e had a r ght to ask that - not onlj on the basis of the 

Declaration the 1~andate and the in ern'l.t i onal approval which was given 
I ... 

to both, but on the basis of the concrete achievereents ithin Palestine during 

the last twentJ years. The Jews h~ve made Palestine their own by virtue 

of conquest through labor and sacrifice and achievement. The Jews of Palestine 

1hey are the men who are ~alestine todf=iY• They are thecreative, progressive 

upbuilding community today. They have a ri ht to sp~ak for Palestine. l o one else 
.-::) I 

has. Left to itself, Palestine w~uld still be !!84;.a,;:.1111~~.a1~ of blasted and 

blighted orient~l hin erland. Left to themselves, the Arabs would still 

be illiterate, impoverished, exploited fellaheens ruled bJ a semi-fedual oligarchy. 

"Left to themselves", Mr. Winston Churchill decl red in 1922, in the House of 

Commons, 11 The Arabs of a.lestine wwld not in a thousand years have taken 
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effective steps towards the irrigat· n and electri fic·tion of PalPstine." 

It is the coming of hundreds of thousands of J ews to Pale tine thi t has 

revived that land and made it the hub of vast enterprise in the ·hole 

Near .oast. It is the coming of the Jes which has given the Arabs of 

Palestine a status and a voice and a measure of freedom and pros perity 

h retofore unknown to them and {to some of th ir ~pokesmen and leaders 

a colossal impudence. 

To the problem of Palee tine toda-·• th -re is no other logical solu ion 

than that which the ~ionists have been advoca ting 

and loyal fulfillment of the terms of the Mandate. 

- a compl ete 

' he successive shri ing of the Jewish Homeland in order to sati fy 

11r ab opposition will not only des ro the idea of th Je i h Homeland but v.ill 

said so The firs t partition of Palestine not satisf the ~rabs. 

in 1922 di d not satisf whatev r microscopic portions the Je ·sh Homeland 

in Pal est;ne will finally be reduced, it wills ill be a red fla in the eyes 

of Arab 1rredentists. The partition of Palestine will not solve a singl 

problem which at present embitters arab-Jewi h relation~. Territori lly, it 
• 

B 
is uite i mpossible to sep' rate Jews from Arabs in .Palestine. Wh t,. zigzag 

frontiers are finally defined, whatever ser entine borders e finally fixed there 

will alwa s remain an Arab minorit 1 in the Jewish portion and a Jewish minority 

in the krab portion - ai les of insecurity in a sea of hostility. In either 

case the minority ill be a tinder box for political inc·den s, agitation 

and explosion. By fragmentizing t'alestine, b setting up so-called interna ional 
,. 

and corridors, the ' will onl ...QQ multiply 

irritation ,_ .. ..._in the country. 

the /: v.Ji 

By dividin the country st 1 further they will onl increase its economic 

ifficultie beinging into ristence additional trade barriers, stultifying 
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agricultural development, bringing abuut aritificial and speculative land values 
r-
~ ,./'..,..,. 

and creating the economic abberation of an increasirrg immi r tion into a iE1.rix 

diminished em I 113 r"~/\ ~ J , 
nd let it be said, and frankly said, that a partition of Palestine will 

make of ever ' Jew a evisionist; for it is ruite c ear that a Pales ine without 

Jerusalem, ;·thout Haifa, without the Hills of Judea is not the Je ish 

portions which are nov to be cut away from tlmx Palestine will be reincorpor ted 

ithin the Jewish Homeland. It is far more likely that the will4 ultima ely 

incorporated iMO a gre t Ara mpire. Transjordania was cut wa. from rale tine 
;, 

in 1922. It has not been reincorporated. Rather it is being extended to 

inc, ude more of Paleestinian territory while the Palestine of the Jewish 

• 

To compensate for the proposed trun(ation of Palestine by the promise 

that Arab countries
1
conti uous to Palestine

1
will admit Je ish immigrrtion is 

sn intolerable idea to anyone who llllerstands the philosoph 
;,,r ~< I •:,µ • { 

The aim of Zionism is not to reshift he Jewish diaspora to take mases o~ Jes from m 
~ 

one country where they are an insecure minorit) and move them to another where 

they will be an insecure minority. 
t. 

Leo Pinsker, fifth years ago , understood this matter thoroughly 

said: "This land mu t be uniform and continuous in extent, for it lies in the 

vev nature of our problem tha t ~e must possess as a counterp ise to our 

dispersion o~i~e refu,,,[e, since a number of refuges would 

the features of our old dispersion." 

ain sent 

It has been delic· tel hinted th t w tever the findings of the Royal 

Commi~sion will be, the British Government is resolved to implement them ith force, 
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if necessary. But1in all humility, we beg to state that force has never 

intimidated the Jew. The world ought to know that by this time. In fact, 

no self-respecting people has ev.,r permanently reconciled itself to great -
wrong under threat or actuality of force and terror. We have no armies 

or navies to launch against Great rlritain. We can only appeal to the 

conscience of the Engli people and to their sense of fair play . We can 

only appeal to the conscience of the world - if there is such a thing left 

in the world today. Beyond Great Britain there is a League of Nations . 

~ithout the sanction of the League, the Mandate can not be altered. Bryond 

the League there is aankind. At the present moment, th•-, prestige of the 

League is at zero point. And the moral sense of the world is in a tragic 

state of suspension. itness the tragedy of ~pain shameless inaction 

in the face of the criminal raping of th t unhappy land. Witness Ethiopia and the 

--e~8111i.BWi, cynical story of the world's moral collapse in the case o~ th: •t 

unhappy land. 

The present age is characterized by nothing so much as b;y the spirit and 

methods of gangsterism and international racketeering. An unclean spirit, risen 

from the ten million graves of the last war
1
is haunting the habit tions of mankind. 

The air is filled today with the strench of moral putr action. But the Jewish 
(J... 

people u longs not to the present only. It belongs to._ great past and to 

a great future. Certainly we have no right to assume that the mor 1 climate of the 

hour is the permanent and enduring one for all future time. We, who have s een 

so many regimes of iniquity rise ahd fall, and so many seemingly insurmountable 
.A:>-d. ~ 

obstacles clear from our path, QQW& ~BPl~R the centuries, h ve no right to assume 

-:JtM' '~ 
JUDI that the present is anything more than a comma in one of the sentences of the 

1 

story of our survival. 

We may have no one to lean on today. Let us therefore lean on ourselves -



-7-

and on our God. Perhaps it is of this moment that the prophet spoke when he 

declared: "And it shall come to pass in that day that the remnant of I srael 

and they that are .,,.;,J~ c of the House of Jacob, shall no more rel upon 
I 

him that smites them but shall rely upon the Lord, the Hol One of Isreel, completely." 

Certain arrangements Tith reference to Palestine may b forced upon us. 

However, we shall not accept t hem. e shall continue to work, to advocbte, to 

educate until such time as the ~t claims of our W.sts2ie people are 

established. •-e have no right to sign awa:r the historic claims of t Jewish 

people, ... nor the future of our children. We ha"'1e no right to pledge future 

generations to a political arrangement which is in consonance 

niether with the hopes, thP history nor the religious convictions of our people. 




