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The Zionist movement is the expression of an immemorial 

hope as well as of a desperate emergency. From the days of 

Alraham - the first Jew - Palestine has been the promised land 

of Israel. In Palestine Isr .~el carved out a highway for the 

moral and spiritual progress of mankind. In Palestine Israel 

laid the foundation for.., three llliililJt historic religions 

which have shaped the course of human civilization. The heart 

of Israel was never severed from Palestine even though three 

national disasters drove the people into exile. Twice Israel 

returned and resumed its and now for the third 

time Israel~ return to rebuild tbro~h sacrifice and heroic 

efforts ita national life in the land which must foreTer remain 

the la.nd of Israel. 

At each return from exile, whether from Egypt or 

Babylon as now from the farflung Diaspora, the people of 

rebuild the land from 111.ste and ruin. Always it 

meant struggle and hard labor and untold sacrifice. llothing 

was ever given to our people r-.,, that which was given to it 

by God - faith and high courage. We were ready in ancient days 

even as our pioneers and settlers are ready today to pay the 

price for national rehabilitation. We ask for no favors and 

no concesaione. We ask only for the chance to regain and to 

reclaim by our own labors and our own sacrifices that which by 

right of hiatory and by divine promise is 011rs - the land of 

Iarael. 



The nations of the world recognized our historic 

connection with Palestine. They realized also the great need 

of a homeland for a people which in so many parts of the world 

were suffering because of the want of a homeland and because 

its national status was not normalized among the nations of 

the world. That is why Great Britain issued the Balfour Declara-
~ 

tion in 191?. That is why the Principal Allied Powers~ the 

Council of the League of Bations in 1922 approved the granting 

of the mandate of Palestine to Great Britain and made Great 

Britain responsible for putting into effect the Balfour Declara

tion which favored the establishment in Palestine of a national 

home for the Jewish people 1and charged the mandatory government 

with the responsibility •tor placing the country under such 

political,administrative and economic condition#,s as will secure 

the establishment of the Jewish national home•. This was an 

international act of historic justice which was universally 

acclaimed. It was regarded as one of the few moral victories 

of the world war. 

It came at a very opportune time for the Jewish 

people
1
for the close of the war marted the beginning of an era 

of intense persecution 4 our people in C ntral and E stern 

la.rope - a recession in their political rights and in their 

economic stab111ty 1 cul■inat1ng in the 

overtook the Jewish community in Germany. The last two decades 



X 

witnessedthe return of medieval conditions for millions of Jews 

in Central and Eastern Europe. Nations, gone mad with Chauven1sm, 

racialism and militarism, torn by internal economic strife and 

~"'" t~tr~.,. ~J ~cl~\<~~, frustration and impoverishment, turned 

upon the Jews in their midst and aade of that hopeless minority 

a scapegoat for all their sine and misery. Hundreds of thousands 

of Jews were driven to seek new homes - and new homes were not 

available. Even free and tolerant nations found it necessary to 

close their doors against new immigrants. In this dark hour 

Paleatine providentially loomed large as a haven of refuge. 

Tens of thousands of Jews streamed into the country. Whereas 

at the end of the world war there •ere no more than 65,000 Jews 

in Paleatine
1
by the end of 1936 there were more than 435,000. 

rrom the land of persecution, of restricted opportunity, of 

misery and hopelessness they came, yoa.ng and old, principally 

the young, and in the ancient land of their forefathers they 

found a new and welcoming life, an open door, a chance to work, 

a new heaven and a new earth. 

What these men and women achieved in Palestine, a land 

which Kart Twain sane years ago described after having visited it 
/ 

•as leagues of blasted, blighted, sandy, rocky, sunburnt, ugly, 

dreary, infamous country• will remain a glamorous epic in the 

history of colonisation and nation building. To a land neglected 

for centuries by Turk and Arab and shot through with malaria and 



traohaaa, these pioneers brought healing and redemption. They 

drained the marshes. They introduced sanitation. 

&Aa!'pl-~ re~ecl aleo the rate of infMt-aor-'ta:tity. They revived 

They built orchards and gardens, were 

stretches of desert. They built roads and highways and power 

stations. They dotted the plains of Sharon and Jezreel with 

settlements and villages. Whereas twenty-five years ago there 

were only sand dunes in the suburbs of Jaffa there is today a 

modern, thriving city of 150,000 souls. They erected hospitals 

and clinics and opened them for the aenice of all, Jew and 

Arab and Christian alik~• They built schools and high schools 

and a Hebrew University. And all this to the hurt of none and 

the blessing of all. The Jews who came to Palestine did not 

expropriate a single Arab. They did not take away a single 

dunam of land from any Arab. They reoeiTed no free grants from 

the Government. Every acre of land was bought and paid for, 
t,, 

111u.,.. of the land was poor lJ.nd which had to be irrigated or 

drained or where wells had to be dug for water. It haa been 

established that leas than 1,000 Arab families have moved from. 

the land to the cities through their sale of land to Jewish 

colon1sta
1
and these of course were amply indemnified for the 

land which they sold and have been enabled to establish themsel~ 

in other lines of livelihood. 
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The taxes paid by Jews made it possible for the 

Palestine Government to initiate public projects which afforded 

employment to thousands of Arabs. Since 1922 the Arab popula

tion of Palestine has actually increased by 200,000. The economic 

condition: of the Arab in Palestine is incomparably better than 

that of fellow Arabs in the neighboring Arab countries where 

there has been no Jewish immigration. 

The Jew seeks peace with the Arab in Palestine -- he 

' 
is ready to come to any~~ arrangement which will be of 

mutual benefit to both peoples. He cannot, however, sacrifice his 

historic claim to the land aa hie national homeland or the right 

of Jews to enter Palestine in nuabera capable of being absorbed 

by the country. Bor can he consent to the status of a permanent 

minority in Palestine. 

not being driven by outside forces to 
~ ~ 

to Palestine. There are Avaet lands of Arabia, Syria, 

Transjordania and Iraq where the Arab peoples live and where they 

~ 
can fulfill their national aspirations. ta, myriads of Jews ·~~. 

desperately need Palestine; and the national aspirations of our 

people can be satisfied nowhere else. 
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