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ADDRESS DELIVERED Y DR. ABBA HILLEL SILV OF THE LE, CLEVEL 
UNDER THE AUSPICF.S OF THE CLEVEr D PEACE COilMITTEE OVER STATION 

THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 24, 1958. 

BO SUBSTITUTE FOR COLLECTIVE SECURITY 

The task of establishing international peace and the machinery or the 

perpetu tion of peace is an especial challenge to organized religion. Not 

only because eace is essentially a supreme ethical 0roblem, decidedly within 

the social program of church or synagogue, but also ecause every great religion 

avere that it has come into the world to effect peace among men. 

Heretofore eace has been an ideal abstraction, d t e church has been 
an 

content to speak of it as/ultimate desideratum, a condition highly to be desired 

but so far removed as to be be ond the ale of practic 1 and immediate concern. 

But necessit and the events of the last two or three gene tions h ve thrust 

this abstraction into the realm of practical politics and ve turned it into 

the ost reseing and perplexin roblem of the y. 

The church today is confronted th a clioiee. It c a sume one of t o 

roles - the one of leadership or the one or pious irreleva.nc. The church must 

decide hether it means to vindicate its historic claim to be th9 peacem er of 

mankind and aggressively to lead the orld along the rd rod to intern ion 1 

peace, or whether it will remain as heretofore, more cautious tha cour geo s, 

aore shrewd than wise and, refusing to enter the arena of struggle, content 

itself th a pious repetition of ite ge-old exhortations to ace and good 

will. Upon the decision of the church 11 depend, in a large m asure, the 

future attitude of thinking men and ·omen towards it. 

The church 11 as8UIDe leader hip in the cause ot intern ion.al . e ce 

only when it will transcend the s te. In the iddle ges the church competed 

with the state. It coveted supre'De political jurisdiction. It failed to make 

good its claim. It as well th tit did fail, for tempor 1 po er inevitably 

underminee spiritual po er and destroys it. 
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With the Reformation the ascendancy of the state began. In t he ruggle 

between church ands ate the tate emerged triumphant. Stre s e now put 

upon the autonomy or the state and its rupreme authority in all matters. This 

resulted in two moral eet-backs. First, the s te presumedto be morally 

self-sufficient. It clailled to ·be a law unto itself'. Public moralit as not 

necessarily coterminous with private morality. The state alone cs.met e ource 

and criterion of national ethics. Secondly, the church, having lost t he role or 

competitor, as8Ulled the role of ally. It became a state gency. Thi s condition 

has continued to our o day. 

As long as the church oes not riee above the st#te - not in t he sen e or 

ende voring to master it or to controi its political fortunes, but in the nse 

or freeing itsel from an alignment hich carri a th it the endor ement1 of 

its political purpoe e and pro r s - so lon 11 peace, the tradition 1 nd 

avo ed ideal of th church, remain an abstr ction. Durin t he last • r every 

church became a t ate church. The churche proved to be local brines ·here 

tribal deities were worshipped. 

Religion mu t be international in the fin st ense of he ord. It ie 

not opposed to nationalism. It overleape it. The concern of religion i not 

with nationalism and the temporary political and cultur units ong en, ut 

i th man himself nd 1th mankind. It gos beyond rac and creed and oun rie. 

It domain is the orld of common human need. It empire i s of the universal 

spirit. 

When religion speak of truth, justice, eace and loTe it voices its o 

essential genius and men may be moved to he r en unto it. But hen loses 

its own prophetic voice and becomes the echo of the t te, it turns into a 

deception and a most dangerous beguilement. 

The cl'llrch must b the guide, the critic and t he censor o th te, -

nev r its tool. It will then be able torn er two di tinct ervice to he 
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cauae or peace. 

It will be in a position to create a real temp rament for pe .ce, a "pe ceful 

frame of mind•, a will to eace. Peace is not altogether a ~ues ion of economics. 

Nations do not make war or establish peace solely for economic reason. fen do 

not live by bread alone nor do they age war for bred alone. an~ other f ac ors, 

psychological and historical, enter into every situation. If religion ill free 

itself from the shackles hich in the paet have tied it to he or g 1 m of the 
historic 

state, and recovering its own/peace mission, ill roceed t s .. e r arles~ly and 

insistently, it can enkindle the im~gination of nkind with the i e 1 of p c. 

It can fire the souls of men. It once set armie in motion crusadin to t he !Ioly 

Land, sowing a mystic fervor on men for th t land. Ir r eligion 11 become 

im erial again, uttering its own revelations, it c n imbue en and omen with a 

glowing, rdent love for peace. It can touch the minds of outh ith the ~eroic 

ideal of peace. 

Thie is the first servic which the church 11 be in po ition t o render. 

The other service is the focusing o the attention of en upon the___,........,;;----.....-

for effecting peace. It is not enough to cry .. eace, e ce, en ere iis no 

peace. The church DlUSt rally men aroun those a enci s, ho ever rov-lsion 1 and 

rudimentary they may be, hich promise to bring pnace, it onlJ one tep ne rer. 

No people will die rm unle sand until it feel it elf ecure. B ck ot 

all international competit·ve armament ie fer. Until then tion of h orld 

are a sured of a competent international agenc which will protect them ainst 

unjustified aggression, t ey will not, the cannot, they hould not isarm. 

Those ho would brin about po c trough disarmament are beginnin 

at the ng end of their task. Disarmament ill be the conse uence o e ce, 

not it cause. Ae long as the. i wanting a stron intern ional gene hich 

can promptly and ettectively insure pe ce, rotect th ker n tion a ain t the 
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etronger and punish and discourage the aggre sor, no nation 111 disarm • 

. !nd it must be an intern tional agency - not a regi nal pact among a 

few major powers. The ~unich Pct will go the ay o the Locarno Pact nd 

similar inner group arrangements; for these carry within themselves thee eds 

of their own dissolution. The are competitive and exclusive by their very 

nature, Rnd as a rule, are aimed against some other o er or group o po ,ers . 

There siaply is no substitute for collective securityt The first attempt 

made by the nations or the orld, the first ttempt in history, to or nize for 

peace, internationally, in a form represented b he Geneva League of P tions, 

broke down. r, to be more exact, was struck down b the ver n tions, ncluding 

our own, which first sponsored 1 t. Our countr • hose spokesmen c'1 pioned t e 

ideal of collective security at the Paris Pe ce Conferenc~, rejected it and 

refused to join any international organization for pe ce hatsoever - even a 

·orld Court. Thia as a shock t the structure of ollective curit from 

which it nev r recovered. The next shock came hen Jaoan inv ded China, d 

Great Britain and France immobiliz d the League and ept it from movin p.ainst 

the aggressor - for reaeone of their own. Thi was the begin.nin of th end of 

collective security in the orld. There fter, the L gue became increasingly 

a mere sta ►setting for colossal futility. Other acts or unchecked ggrecsion 

and unilateral repudiation of tre tie oon followed, and Europ an eia have 

continued their head-lone rush to war and disaster ever since. De~p rately 

the so-called t tesmen of Europe, einkin deeper and evPr deeper in the moras 

) I ► which they themselvee h ve created, ve tried to avert dis ster t ough 

regional pacta of mutual assis ance, through •no-war" pledges which no one credits, 

and through ahueful. and humiliating concessions to r-thre tening dicta ors. 

For the ideal or peace, the makeshift of appeasement h B been sub tituted.1 

A•ert ar b buying oft the threatening war-makers with the land, we 1th or 
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rights of other n.- tiona (not of your own, of course), 1n te~d of discour ging 

such war-makers by setting up an impenetrable 11 of phy ic 1 a moral 

resistance agains them. It 18, of cour e, clear th t you ccnnot h -ve p ace 

paying ransom to blackmailer. You simply encourage gre ter and gre· ter 

exactions. No imperial hunger h sever been ted. By feed.in he voracious 

tiger, you do not permanently impair his a petite. 

Thee is no substitute for collective security. There is no securi t y 

for the American eople, for example, inisolation, or in neutr~11t- le ir.1 tion. 

e are simply notisolated from he great trends, olitic 1, social or economic, 

of the world about us. any of these very eople 0 o, three year go 

clamored for neutrality legislation to eep us out of foreign-war en glements, 

clamored for revocation of the eutrali ty La • hich r.a.s finally enacted, •. n 

in recent months an international ct of roe immorality as bein erp tr ted 

in the dis emberment of Czechoslovakia, and the 

United States ought to do something about it. 

c e persuaded h t the 

There is no securit for any nation in super-arm ents. Nations do not 

fight singly y, c1 nd no n tion kno s in dvance the ro pee iv mies 

against hom it must arm. Czechoslov ia had plendidly rain d d ell 

equipt army of 1,800,000 sol iers, and a e mingly impen trable line of ortific tion 

modelled after the famous Fren~ aginot Line. But faced 1th r, Czechoslov .ia 

was unable to use her rmy to tri e even a single blo, and its forts s rrendered 

without firing a shot. She suffered a major defeat in the midst of complete 

war preparednee • No na ion can make itself eeure even thin a system ot 

military alliances against all po sible combination of potential enemies. 

Th re is no gu rantee aga net eing dr wn into ar in a popul r •?

referendum on ar. Apart from other objections to it, underlyin this s e tin 

is the rather naive assumption that the rank and file of the electorate 111 vot 

le s emoti•nally and more intelligently on thG subject o ar or peace than their 
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chosen repres nt tivee in Congre e. By the t _ e he , o· l com to VO 0 h 

issue they ill · V b en su j t~ctc to UC ·r e o. ro n th ..,h lr 

d c.-sion ould be foregone conclusion. 

Ther 1 no sub titu _or coll cti ~ecurit 1 B c us 1 r e 

betrayed nd destroyed h ho vie ors in th 1orl ' h· v , were ,. 

euttered, in . ee-titae, ant.. Jor oliti 1 d f~ .. t r !,r an h .. , d 

ie t d ,, ... ightin f'or i •a ver~; c..ti r. ... enc , ightin • .i h i +c- . c ~ to h~ 

Becuuse ~ e irst t em~t on nt rn, 

ie no r l ' on to ooncl de hht such n or -n z "'ion i. not, le r 

It • ea 11. It i . ., the nly • Th 

down, ch.-.os, and he d a th f o ,._ eiviliz . on. It oulrl h~ en 

if th t ire+ GP.n 'Wt Le gue , rn t1t of' t ury n h-,, 

and e o h provi .. ions ot .e c r ties o l o' ~ jur- o 

a succeeded. It did not uceo • mu t A in n - vo·a1 

ls a es, )rofitin .ro, 

u ~t beg_n 

e • ri .nee!!:, in 

r 1 C! no the·- ' • 

r')od, '1 

er• c .. 

all. 
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