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ADDRESS D LIV ,RED BY DR. ABBA HILLEL ILV ,R OF THE TE, PLE. CLE~1LAND, OHIO 
J TH NK G IVI G DAY, OVEMBER 24, 1938 OV ..:.,1 ~T , TION 'NHr< . 

This day calls us to thankspiving an we h ve many hings o e hankfu 

for- not the least of hich is the very gift of life i self . •e, re ~ank u 

or sho ld be thankful for the magnificen adve t re of li ing ~or 1 he g-lory 

which comes to us, v"vidly thro hour ·enses and lumino sly t~rou hour mids 

and hearts; for the mrriad of beatitudes which encomoas our d il liv~s and 

which frea ently, because of eir ve y amiliaritr and oleni u<le , remain 

unn ticed and nnappreciated . ne re gr· te ul, or should be o-r +e ul~ for he 

daily companionship of parth , sky and st _ rs for the sanct a i .AS 'lf our horn s, 

for the exaltation of our love, for the )rivilege of ~riend ~ip for he d ,111s 

of our youth, the labors of our manhood and the memorie o our old age - f'or 

all the color, music, passion and ~plendor .h·t suf use our mo al 

And it is for he hole of 1 · re tha 'e should e gr e - ... or s 

s~ado 1s as ell as for it 1· hts . The rifor a he hrrsher d·sc i line of 

life are not without their ur?ose. We mun to higher level on h? hard 

rungs of ~ain and defe t . The sublimest song h ve come rom lips which had 

tasted he bitterest dregs of the cup of life . E es washed b· te·rs of en see 

most clearly . 

For these gifts of God 'e are a·ly indeb ed and 1e ma r our 

in ebtedness in some slirht measure b· puttin to heir hi h st uses whatever 

of ·lent or resource has been given to u in stew~rd hi~ n 

all of or privileges compelling o li~ ions . 

\e are abundantly h nkful ha the Pa · h an r di ions of he ·1grim 

an of the founding f thers have not for aken sin or 1a an~ ha ey h ve 

ept and are l eeping our count free, united and spiritually un haken, · n 

a world which is f t sinking into mo 1 chaos, e pot · m n in e lee 1 

an s iritual knee . have no uccumbed - eh ve h no son o u cumb -

o hat des air and pessimism which have caused one t · on ter o her in he 

old orld O s rren1er, as ideals no loner servic able or worth efending 
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their libert y , their democ atic forms of government an all those precious 

rights of man hich we have reg1rded for so long as inalienable an inv·olabl~. 

" 1e go o 1urope to be m ricanized", aid the great Emerson many ye rs 

ago . Everything that has happened in the lat fe ye rs, in the las few eeks , 

in the last few days , powerfully re-enforce5this saying of Emerson . t e need 

but look to Europe today - and for that mt e elsewhere in he orl - to a 

Spain torn and racked by Civil ar , to a Czechoslova~..ia betra ed and dismembered 

and now a pre to conscienceless ne·ghbors bent u on dividing the soils, to 

the spectacle of great democracies stooping low to give o ficial recognition to 

the savage and criminal con~ est of Ethiopia by Fascis Italy , he loo inp , 

beat ·ng and robbing of a helpless minority oeople in azi Germany , nd he 

bombing and defiling of their places of orship, in one o 

and pogro sin hi~ or , or n · 7 d n d "r \ a govern r> 

in~ensa e considert tion of hwnan pi or d cenc . • - one eed u look 

0 he murderou~ invasion of h·na by Ja an - suroa~ inf i cruf>l 1' in 
4 

that we know the horros of Ghen i Khan , Tamurl&ine or A til he un, r1 0 

all he hatef, fPa:p ·-md susoicion r mpan in t e world oray/ .., o ho 

f avored ,i e , in this countr· have een and are in e prot c ion d cec 1r 
. 

~ 

of th t tradition, culture a.nd wa- of lif hie we call American in our cheri 

ide ls of fr edom1 ~ of inalienable h an r· h ~ 1 of olerance rro h rhoo . 

ood-v.ill . ,te re 0 0 a-• · one of he f e remain ·n ou poc of c ·vili7- on -

one of the fe coun ries wh ere me • n 'ion en an r • 11 li e h ir 

individua de ~tinies free from her~ raint of all- domi < ti 
' 

n r din 

and terrorizing governr.1en ~nd 
I 

ree also from hos. o ,se~sion 

of pathologic~l ideologie of s ·te , race , or cl which re ru nl • ~·in 

and fr 6111 er ti,..ing he li es of ind· v· cual~ nd n .! on ro d . 

Thank givin Da ~, 10~8 , is a Thank ivin a· ·ndeed f'or he Ame ican 

people . 

hed 
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By Dr. A.H. ilver 

pathological ideologies of ~ate, race, or cla8s hich a e bru. lizin and 

fra mentizing the lives of individuals and nations abroad. 

Thanksgiving Day, 1958, is a Thanksgiving ay indeed or the 

erican people. 
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