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TRIBUTE TO DR. HAROLD C. PHILLIPS

By
DR. ABBA HILLEL SILVER

I shall try to stick as close to the subject as my predececsors have....

I am happy to have been invited to speak my word of felicitation to your great
church upon the completion within the walls of this beanutiful edifice of ten ye:rs
of distinguicshed service to this community. That your church is & beautiful church
eyes can readily tell. I have ofter passed this building, coming and going, and
have turned grateful eyes upon this structure, upon its dignified massiveness

and grace of line. I have always left its neighborhood feeling I h:uve been in
touch both with strength and serenity. That the spirit enshrined within the

walls of this beautiful s*ructure is also beautiful snd that the influence of its
leader is also of the beauty; of holiness, those of us who hav- lived and worked

in this community can readil; testify.

There is a saying by one of the ancient Rahbis of my people "thet a city,
the roofs of whose houses rise above the roof of its ©ynagogue is doomed to
destruction®. Th: e is a profound meaning in this saying of the sage. All *hat
is happening in our world today attests this ancient wisdom.

I am grateful to have the opportunity to add a word of warm aopreciation
to the many which are being spoken here and elsewhere in tribute to my dexsr
friend and colleague, Dr. Harold Phillips. He is one of the most beloved men

in our community. My contacts with him have given me the ey to the universal

affection with which he is regarded. He is a man of absolute integrit;,

thoroughgoing sincerit and aristocratic simplicity which immediately evoke
confidence and admiration, and then love. There is a generous outpouring of
friendliness in the man, welling up from a deep respect for human 1life and human

beings. He likes people and people like him.
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He is a man who speaks the word of truth courageously ani yet with
love and compassion. He guiies and leads. He does not ‘ncite or sgit te. His
intellectual approach is of the persuasive type. His appeal is both to reason and
to the profound mystical reactions in the souls of men.

He is unafraid. I shall never forget the gre t sense of admir:tion and
gratitude which I erperienced when I rexd in the press the report of the address
which Dr. Phillips delivered in Beorlin, Germany, on the occasion of an International
Con"erence of his Church. In that city, the very citadel of one of the fiercest
and most ruthless desnotisms known to man, he had the superb confidence and
strength of conviction to speak up, there and then, for human freedom, for
brotherhood and for the rights of minorities. Many voices hazve boon silenced in
the last few yecars because of caution, fenr or ‘nglorious worldly considerations.
The voice of Harold “hillips has not been silenced!

Dpr, Phillips now complefes ten yecars of blesged ministry in our midst,

It is not easy, my friends, for & minister to take stock of his life's successes
and achievements. The minister is uneble properly to estimite the effectiveness
of his work. A doctor, for example, can readily point to the number of cures
which he has effected, the 'umber of correct diagnoses which he has made

or the medical discoveries which he contributed to man%ind. The lawyer can

point to the cases which he has successfully argued in court. The architect can

s0int to the buildings which he has completed and which eypress the m saning

and the mission of his life. This is the case also with the engineer and -ith
the members of other profecsions. Not so with the ministry. The minister deals
not with tangible, material things, but with impondierables, with the things of the
humen heart and spirit, reaiiti:s not visible to thc naked eye, amd sometimes not
visible to the eyes of the person who is being ministered to.

The minister when he takes stock of his life's work must believe - and in

that belief he must find his complete compensation -~ thut somehow his heart-to-heart
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and mind-to-mind service did shed some light in the darkness, did 1i7t some
burden, did bring some joy to some tired heart, did guide the

some youth into the path of light and goodness.

Thi= tribute-bearing throng of men and women assembled h~re tonight
£ g £

must tell in inmistakable terms that he would be fully justified in such a
that his work in this community has been fruitful and beneficent and *that
women, young and old, are deeply end happily grateful to him.
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I feel mysel one of this great throng for I, too,

deeply and haopily grateful.




FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 23, 1238

T7:30 P.M.

ANNIVERSARY PKCGRAM

Sherwin Smith presiding

MOVIES - Cornerstone, Dedication, etc. Mr., Williams

I. Dr. Poteat - "The place the First Baptist Church
> >
occupies in the denomination".

II. Dean Emerson - "The First Baptist Church and its
communi ty".

III. Dr. Whyte - "What of tomorrow - regarding First
Baptist Church'.

MUSIC - Songs Hazel Lawrence Bott

IVe. Rabbi Silver - "As I view the work of Dr. Phillips
and the First Baptist Church'.

"Outside achievements as minister,
honors, etc."

VI. Rev. Raymond Burns - "Boyhood, Youth, Experiences as
co-worker",

MUSIC - Songs Marie Simmelink Kraft

RECEPTION CHURCH SCHOOL AUDITORIUM

REFRESHIENTS WOMAN'S PARLOR






