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S OF DR. ABBA HILLEL SILV R EAT THE DINN GIVEN ON FRID Y 1VENING, 
. 50 AT THE ~ID-DAY CLUB IN BEHALF OF THE CLEVhl.AND ORCHE TR.A. 

That our community has been immeasurably stimul ted culturally b the 

e tablishment of the Cleve1and Orchestra is apparent on all sides. I came to 

Cleveland a year or two before the Cleveland Orchestra was founded and even though 

a layman, I nevertheless sensed the musical poverty of our city at th t ti~e. A 

few brave souls were stru ling hard in those days to give to our community the 

gift of an occasional concert by a visiting artist. Our city, one of the greatest 

in the United States, had fewer opportunities for the enjoyment and the teaching 

of music than a city one-tenth its size in the Old World. 

ithin the last twenty years , ho ever, there has been a remarkable chan e. 
so vital 

Cleveland is no longer behind in this essential effort/to the cultur 1 life of a 

community. It is not only that this great orchestra, under an inspirin conduc or, 

is giving our community frequent rr-usical programs of consummate arti try, but it 

has greatly stimul t d and assisted many other musical activities in our city. 

In one way or another, the Cleveland Orchestra and its patron , the Musical Arts 

Association, have as isted in the establishment of a departmen of instrument 1 music 

in the pu lie schools of Cleveland as well as music courses at Cleveland College. 

'hey have as isted in the development of the Gradua e School of Music at •estern 

eserve University, the Cleveland Institute of Music and the Cleveland usic 

School ettlement. The splendid artists who are members of the Cleveand Orchestra 

h ve given their services most generously to numerous civic organizations, music 

groups and choruses in our city. The orld-reno~ned musicians hom the Oreb stra 

bring every year as gue t artists on its programs have been a source of inspir tion 

to all lovers of mu ic and especially to teachers nd students. And beautiful 

ev ranee Hall is a by-product of the Cleveland Orchestra. 

For all of which e are profoundly grateful. The Cleveland Orchestra, 

. 
like all other forms of artistic endeavor in our community, both reflects and 
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and molds our community life. Art which is a social creation has a social function. 

Music which is the most spiritual of all the arts, helps build for mma world of 
7 

spiritual reality second only to religion. Music has always been associated ith 

religion. It is difficul:, to find a religious ritual without music. The service 

of religion as I see it is to make the good appear holy. The service of music, 

as of art generally, is to make the good appear also beautiful. 
which is builded upon harmony and order 

As the one universal tongue of all mankind, music/may unite us all in 

a common effort to give to men in these days of strife and bitterness the solace 

of beauty, and the universal vision of an orderly, harmonious and brotherly 

world made noble by the pursfil.t of things eternally beautiful. The music of 

Orpheus had the power to make the Furies relent. The playing of David drove away 

the evil spirit from Saul. Scienc¥-having failed, perhaps art and religion will ()./\AA...~ 

... in our day to exorcise the demonsof chaos from our world. 



Our co.~unit ha been imme sur·1 bl C!timul ted cul urall by the C e eland 

Orche~tra. 'Ibis great orc~e tra, un~er an ·ns1iring conduc o, s no o. ly ving 

our communit freq ent musical ro~r ms of cons ate artirt , 11 it ha 

timulated end a i ted many other n on~ y 

or another, the Cle eland Orch~strs and is patron, the / u~ical 4 r s s ocia on, 

ave Ffi ted in h ~s ·blishment of a eo rtment o ins ru n a u~ic in e 

public schools of levelend a~ well as mu~ic cour~es at Clevel- d Co1 le e . T. 

have assisted in the developm nt of the Cr duate cchool of usic e ern 

e erve Univ ity, the Cleveland Inst:tu e of ,, ~ic nd ~e Cle ele d ~usic 

chool ettle ent. The lendid ~rt st who re mem er~ of he Clevel nd 

Ore estra h~ve iven their servic~s mo~t enerousl ton ou civic o an 

music roup and choruse in our cit. Te world-r no,ned m ~ici n o::n h e 

re estr rigs ever~ year as gue t ogr a ~ource 

of ~spir ton to all lov rs of Uu Cun ~ • eci l to t e ch er , .. rl "'tu~ n • 

and ea iful ~everance all is - roduct J r the Cleveland 0rch ~ ra. 

For- all of 1 ch o r co1 .. ~unity sho ld r,e rofoundl~ gr' ._ f 1 . The 

Cl~veland Orch _ ra, li'e all other forms of rtictic ende vor in our co ,unity, 

both reflects d molds our co munit life. Art is a social ere' ion d 

li s socinl function . usic, hich i t e mo ~ iritu 1 or 11 h rt , 

helps buil fo □en orld or iritual re lity second onl , to rel· ·o. 

Aste one univ rsal tongue of mankind, mu ic hich i. uilned u on ~ on~ · 

and order, ma unite 1D us all in a c 

strife nd ittern s the ~olace of 

on ef or to veto men in h e na · of 

ut r nd t v:sion of no erl• and 

h rmonious orld ma e noble h'• the "?Ursui t of ings eternall , 8 f 1. 

Abba Hillel Silver 
April 21, 59 
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