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THE RECO?.D 'D THE PRO. I SE 
- Dr. A ba illel Silv~r -

I ~ 

Tl-le J e ish Jeo :1lc enters the mode n world wi hout n~ a::,olo ~,. k s 

its plrce amon the peo~l s o~ thee rth as one o~ 1e mo~t ere ive' d cul ur lly 

prolific l enc·ee of modern c·vili7~t· )n. I n one al"ze ~ rel·tive cize o 

Israel in compari on ~ i th the vs.st ~opulation o .. m :.cind one ;:? be filled • i h 

a j u tifi ' le sense of pride • ·hen • e conte~pl· t e .., he a;nazin num· er f precious 

in ellectual and s iri ual gifts v l1ich -,~r el ho.s contr i utRd to _,he to 1 iih 

l ife of man~ind . 

Israel has een a c~e~tive c or in th ··orld ever f:ince ncie t time • In 

the anc ent ·orld Israel re- valuated all th reli iou nd eth:c·l co cepts of 

mankind . It ieveloped the idea. oft .eon s~iri ual God and ·t , . ed ille al 

ro od hem . Int e • rfare u on idol a tr: and poiy thei m until i 

anc • ·nt •• orld , Isruel O ve to : nreind ,he mo • ted code of ~riv~te ~nd pu lie 

mo. ali t' ... hich h s , to thi da , emain d the r _a :Jred hP.ri • e o the '1ole of 

man-ind. 

To~ ri tilnit, I.rael con rib ted it three e enti· l ele-ent - the 

per on~lit~ of Jesus , he Bibl~ ird is basic moral pr· ci lea. To. oh . ,e ani m 

I s r el l i e-fice contribut d it assent.:. .. l :nonotheism , el l a m n. o it . eroe , 

le end ·nd la • 

In th i • _ddle hge , ruel erved as the cha nel o~ co.JJunic, :on e een 

t e nrabic ~nd the L in cl vili?a • n . Thr~ugh their w o s r n l·tion 

of rabic or&:s into L in , the J-. ·i s .,h • n e 

transmission o~ Greek l earnin ·nd sc ence to 

t he revival of l c· rning - for the Renaissance. 

Th Hebre Bible and its b sic reli io 

of t he! iddle he 

rop , t.ereb. avin 

adc s rirl t. e 

he a. f or 

r e lso 

im ort· nt influ nee in th tlrotes ant .. e,.·orm· tic. • nd • n 

So t hc t t he J e ent ers t he modern world •'th a unio 

ri n m. 

record of chiev ments 

nd benefits e to ed upon m n ind. And in the mode n mor ld t .~· creatire eniu of 



- 2-

the race , freed from t e shackles of thP dLsabilities nd discr min ions .. hich o nd 

and constr ctPd it, burs forth into a amazinP era of p~oduc vit. In ev r • 1 

of hu:n n endeavor , in commerc and industr , in sci nee, d t h ~rts, in phi lo ophy 

anded C'tion , in govern!I'ent ·nd ~tt:tesmanshi, he Je 

of human ro ress. 

h mind er. ved .i hv.ays 

The e1s h~v~ enjoJed emancip tion ·n moder imes onl since the French 

r,evolution . It i onl~ i thin the la t t ; nt • y rs hat one- alf o e J of 

t i e orld o t · ined citizenship. In man countries, ull ocit l nd ,oli i · l 

equal't) are ctill deni~d our e~~l- • And ·et, despite these di a ili ies d 

restrictions on oo ort ~t~, the J ewish mind has been 

enterprisingly and ruitfull in ev ry ~ohere . 

Both in the development of mode 

9f t· e modern labor movement and 

ca~it'lis. as ·ell s in Jhe develo~m nt 

e soci 1 

est ablishm nt of greater economic j t·ce int ... orld , fp 

and ecisive role . 

h·ve la ed, l e ding 

I still remains the t sk o·' ome f tur , hi orian to tell the fall or of t h 

pioneerin, role wh; ch J ews ru. ve .>la •pd in the sta bl· sh nt of t. c:-enti 1 

industrial, omm rcial and colonial Pnter ri es of h mo r orld . 

For the :art which many Je:s have ta~.n in or he econo .. i c 

lib ra.tion of m n ind, I ruel is eine ubj ected to one o t e ::io t vicious, 

vit~perative nd conce ted a a ck of r ctionarie kno ·n o our h:stor . T. eir 

ver ' boundle s , h fteric· 1 ·nd sputtering h tred of us i cv:dence ~f he 

importance ~ich t e r a ch to J e • s . lE. der h.:. p :n h field o rocl 1 and 

economic re orm and recon truction. 

It ignificant th t nm n fields oft o ht J ·s ave ri en the ic 

t ext books - K rl .. a. x or Soci l i..m , • • c rdo for no1: tic· 1 Econom , L zaru or . ac 1 
Hertz for lectricity, 

Ps cholog ,/Freud for ~ choanal ·sis , Ein tein for --•• ..,hy c • t field 
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in science , art and literature , in music r.d t h<".) drama , :n edl.lCF ·on and rovernrn nt 

can onr:• point to, •1h'3. ein one will not find out"tandi.ng Je ·ish r'! -0s? 

All this is said ot in a S:Ji it of racial oraggadocio. Th -e is too much 

of that sort of thing in the modern orld . But bPc·use h ·e are so inan) venomous 

traducers o: Is_ el on th rampage in the We~t -r ?/o- ld -to '-.. J , det rrained '1pon 

depreciating , derog~ting and d~s., _ .ging our ?eople, t~eee hin6~ need to be s~·a . 

les in the wo --ld, Gven E..:nong those • ho ..... e num ric: lly much 

stronger than Israel, and ··hose cs:i.reers v, .re f· r lef·s tragic, scattered and 

checkered 'ian tha.t of our ? ople , wl"o c n even aoprox ·naV=> the .i. l:'rt~ rz:,::,.ble 

acl---ieve1-e ts o Is. el. All th,,t is quintessential in the heri • ge of tr1e 

1,eEtern World , derives ~rom two . u _. Cl:!S - h(~ C ek and 

And the stor., is not jet f 1., told. lifter tn·~t -flve cent r"es , t r .. a~ be 

. 7e 
said of Isrci el as it was sa. • d of / oses : 'Hi : not d llmred ind hi n..l. tur 1 force 

ith vigor undimtnis ed, with vast h..nger for lif , w th n inde ea ible 

faith nd c ,urage , Is el continu .s ,od.~ 

a pioneer end a builder . 

hie~oric d 1?f" tiny - a ,·thfinder, 




