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H mo~ ROAD 
A DRESS TO 
ITA I '~SES t RADUA I I 

m.m 9, 9 9 

I ls not diff: C' lt to de_.:.ne the ~ ifu1 1 el mens jn he trn e3sion 

of nurs·n . ursin like r.iedicine, like so many other es<'-'ential ·nt ests 

an enterprises of man, stems directly out of the religi o s se timi:;nt"~ 

convictions of he hur.1an race . T!1e heale amon earliest peo les , ·,as the 

priest . The first healin centers among the ancients were connecte ,. • th 

Temples and Shrines . The first h"s itals were l iJ" oy reli ions or aniza

tions. The first nurses were reli i.onists . The first scie ti.fie train:i.nc of 

nu ses r ·ch was inau urated more than a century a o was also at. the outset 

on semi- relig::.ous basis . 

nherent in th care of the sick , the rotection an the safebu r in 

of heRl h , are certain basic relieious te~ e s 1:rhich oth ot • vate ncl e in 

hem. 1 hese tenets, as far as the Ye te is c onccrnerl , derive raaj nly 

fr the ewis - Christian tra ition, he of wh.i.ch are the mighty e hi-

cal nrinciule a ... . codes of he OJ l an e 'l T ._,amen s n a ::i} sense , th 

ethical teach· n s of J 1 l ism a d Chri tj ni y n he e:1r y centuries vrer a 

dir ct n deliberate challen e to the moral c llousne~s , the insensate a -

ti tu e to human nee, and sufferin6 , c nd the in iffGronce to hm an 1 • e ·rhich 

ha acterized so m 1ch of vr at vre call pa anism. 

n world which found its enjo . ent an' sport in the bloo - soake arena 

where man killed man or bea sts tore h unan bein s for the delectat • on of a 

holid y rowd., the :')ligio11s of .oses arrl l.esus pro laimed alouc he sanctity 

and the inviolabili y of human life nd its horror of he shedding of inno

cent blood . In a world where he poor m n was des is ct and h e<l , w.ere , as 

Jeneca Lays, most Ro a a.r ed he chance meet . ng • th a poor mr n as an "Til 
• 

omen , uh e a man ·m11ld not touch a begga but at best would thro a pittance 

to himJ where Vir il n oclaim d that the II eal an knows naught of he ang 
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of pi y for the poor11 ; an v,here intillinn , mother lo:man declare 1, 11 Pow 

can a an loi":er hL'Tisclf - and no clrive the poor man 8:rray, 2s a es. ise 

creature?" , our rcli<"'ions alled not only for compassion and pity or he 

po0r , 111 • for re spec an brotherliness . homes and our hearts m~st be 

open to herr. . -overty vr s at ti:v::)s even extolle , perhaps xcessivel r, as the 

one classic way to sal-rration . 

At the heart of your profession are some of he~R • r:h Jy relir;· ous and 

spiri tu~l .i. ostulAtes which civilization has come to iclen i.:y d. th uU aeo

C:iristian tradition. 

Your profession believes tha hw.an li.-e is a reflex of divLe life, 

hat it assesses an inherent sovereign si nificance aid nobility, an~ that 

i is , Jherefore, des rvin of the ut ost solici • re d the mos, 1ajnstak·ng 

care . It fur hennore beli vs 

f~ca 1t , for eve y li~e is fa.h·one i t e Ma 

lies of the ,rea , bu he humble 

is 'beau y and promise l o i t. e un'he .. :al e 

1 ... l, is similarly si, 1-

f r0 - not ~c ely the 

;real-:, t,! e un ~norm . here 

unnoticed li it€. s . .11 r:ho 

belon ~ to he mo lcy co11 union o s int,.. an sinners , -rhich is t:1e ·:o l of 

men s m kn ·r have he st mn of od on h m anci h:ive a cl i1. upo the 

.. i y , love e:.:1d ten<le nass which is he s. ir:. t of God in u • 

Th sj g if:i I_; .. 1ce of t 1e indi v .id'rn hat is one of the axioms of yo r 

r o e... on . You 11eal ·Ii th in i vidual h 1man bein s . Always yo r service • s 

i ecteri one man or one roan or one child . I is istinct , separ te -
and self-containe enti 

fort . 

that rou are cal e on o en , o he] , o co;rr-

In O1r ge , unfor n ely , the jn ividual is eing arfed. c is b ing 

merge-.i. or submerged more ai d mo1 e in the mass The ic tatorship state , for 

exru ple , r 0kons 1·t 1 ··th e in • vi u. ann he requirem n so 

1, • ,.. . .} r e er son· lit • It deals • • t 1 h:i m ?..: •• • tr an indis in ~uish le 

i 0 n a 1 g ta • 
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J. our religious tra .:.ti on , o..._mvtr , he in 'ivi 1al is par,,, ou.1.t . h3 

sal~ation f hi~ soul • D t is t e s1.:.preme drama o h 1r.1an estiny. The -
B.~b1e begins TI.th the s 0ry of he creatirm of one man a1 cloC'!es wl h he s cry 

of the death of one man vmo sa,, Go face to face . Co cntine upon he Jhrr1s 

in one of he early chap+ers of he Book of"' nesi., "his js the generatio11 

of r::1n ' , where man is men i oned in tr.e sing,ilar ins ea he p ural, an 

an .ient ~abbi st:ites that the reaso. for h use of he si :u ar ins tea of 

he plural is to j_ndica e that t all tines every sin~-e in ividu 1 has he 

right to sc:1.y, "For n ovm s-ke vras ,he whole world created . " 

Yo ir rofessj or. , • ~cfar as it is hui t roun p rs 1 serv·ce to the 

ir ·:.vi .. "al erso - his care , his c e, his e ce o min ... - is closest to 

t av cla.ssic eligious r ition which um.or unately is ein ecli 1 ed in 01 

·m!'l • o ay - Yre ho. e n y t ora ily. 

Your .,rofess.:_on ren ers ct onl:· to indiv ' duals , 1t 

erso _,,lit· service . I can co ceivo of ew r essirms ·1h rei the m ral 

d s ir·tual ersonali yo_ the serv,.. is of s1ch :importance sin ,h o 

fessim .. of nursin6 • Sound rr.oraJ 1ua2-i tics are the ... ou a ion,.. of tr e sue-

cess in ev Y'y rofescd01 • They· are he stron1.1 arms which susta • n men and vro-c, 

men in all the:r rays . ut nowhere are hey so m Jh a a 

professj rm&l ro 1tj ne s they a.re i the nursi g profession . 

of the ct aJ. 

!i th out them 

the work of the nurse is just r.o p ssi le . elia iljty, tr st rthiness , 

steadi. ss , loy lty, kindnes , t act , selfless es - hese a e he indisp n

sa le ing. edi.ents of the service of nursi n , •;hich alo .e define .:_ ts s tee "SS . 

They are is inescapRble cri eria nd st n ards . 

his is not to sug est that scien ific skill , trai in n e .. rien e 

re no - essen ials in his rofes ion . u·te he contrary. 1he i ue ap-

eal of this profession is its rem kable blending of the vo - ,he sci nti-

fie nd hum n . ood '.rill ~ nd t, 1c best of intentions are not enour,h i his 
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or in an:,r other pro cs,.ion . There m c- be know led e , edmique , training , 

c-kil1 . All the facilities and i nstrUP1entali ies --rhich cience has MaJe 

vaila le 2nd which serve to increase he efficj enc r of a hu.'712.n ser ca m s 

be exploite in this profession as in every other ;ro ession o the u mos . 

Scie.ce has best.owed A great gift upon the modern world . It has rained man

ki d to take he f,reatest ca 2 in or er to in, ure ace' racy , ef j ciency, a. 

dependabil;ty - o elinnnate as far as po sible , chanr:e or aria1.:>ility or the 

element of su.rprisfl _, to provide for every cc cejvable m ntin ency. Science 

is tr; i1g mankind to red ce the coinc:idencP. C.1. ch:=ince ani acid nt to a 

minimum. 

1'/hen I was a 'L>oy , there ·were no heavier- han- air nlanes . The uhole 

sc.;.ence of aeron utics did not exist . Tithin a fe-r decades .he grea· r:e·r 

science was developed . Tod~y there exists an elabora e techni ue and 

raine personnel of pl e i ders a11d ngin er , . cch2nic d pilots ;: d 

one 1 . + ies vG ay y d y or by night , in rain or snoYr, over land an sea at 

an amaz:i.ncr speed, in c I fo t and in c n.ficlence . ·v y? Because one has con

f ·.dence in the scientific min 1hich buj 1 t the machine , in tl e skill ·rhich 

went int,o its constrLlct.ion . One has confi ence in he dependability of he 

i strument.s which ru. the ilot to navic>ate his ship . One has confi nee in 

the communication system by which the pilot is kept informed abo t ea her 

con it'ons c3nd receive, his instruc ions. 

dence tha science has ade rovis • ons or nigh eve contingency. This is 

the reflt boon which scj ence has besto ~e upon the modern world. In every 

sphere of hlUll311 cti vi ty it has inc ~e sed our co. irl nee a lonn" • • th 0 1 1r o mr • 

t science , ins i e of its reDt din i p nsable contr..'...butions , is 

not enou h . Fspeciall in .rour rofcssion , i is not •nou~h. here mus lso 

be spiri nal . nsi ti vene ss , hll!i1e.n .sym. hy ancJ Gentl e ness , the ~i ts of t he 

he rt . 
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There must be a risdom w· ich transcends knowlerl e And a viJ.ljngneos to 

help which supplements our ability to help . Tl ere must ~e ideals to replen

ish the reservoirs of purpose and skill . 

r.:ankind is ~eaching on t. evecy'1vhere today for aecuri ty - po] i tical secur

ity, economic security. Nations are a.rmine themselves to the teeth to mru-;:e 

themselves secure an;ai s :ar and invasion. Desperate strugeles are bein 

waged all over the world to bring about a more sec, e, just rd stable econ

omic order . In so e countries , bitter civil war , bloody purees an liquidc:1-

ti ons are resorted to in an effort to achieve such security. It is verJ 

doubtfu2. whether the means Tihich are novr employed rrilJ ever hring about the 

esired end. 

But there is ano ,her e sential securi y of r:hich m nkin 1 s ,,nus in d~ily 

and ho ly need - the securi y of health , prote ioI aGainst the ever- p csent 

hreat of plagues ~nd epi lemics which have • n t pc:lst rav ged whole nations 

and continents and vrhich still lurk like an ev r-present menace close to every 

community. The slivhtest relaxation of mectical vigilance , the sli htest 

c relessness in publi health service , the slig tes let- do,m in discipline 

and or anizatio - and the foe strike~ vn. th blind, remor0eless fury an 

aes rays myriads of men , wome. and chi 1 en. 

There are also the unpredictable disasters of ,ars , floo s , tor adoes 

n fires uhi:ch brinrr misery and sufferin~ to un old numbers . It is the med-

ical anci the nursin professions and their alli 

lar in every home , f.chool office , factory ·r. 

services , indcfatigab yon 

he J nd which tan between 

man and 1is age- old :implacable foes of dise se nd isAster - the Four I ors -

men of the Apoc2lypse . They iv to man ' s life that element of security 

rhich one makes os ible a planned and or" e ly xistence and a stead:, .. pro ess 

• n all the a & ues o nan ts nuest an developme t . They have bani she from 

our lives a dread and :'ear ·rhich hung like a pall over the lives of me . a d 

nations in other a es . 
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In the stru .,gle or this form of security, be it no e, the wea ons em-

ployed are not blood 2nd ter!:'or and force and ictatorship - r:mit.ive ile 

d trae;ic wee!. ons - but t,he moral and spiritual weapons of kno, e ee, re

search, ed c~tion, love, service anr. the spirit of self- s~crifice . 

When . eople are sick, they are under physic 1 an, r.:.ent2l strc:-.. in . Frc-

ently their suffering sa 1 ~ demoralizes them. T .10:r e no thcBselves . 

Some are querulous, unreason:iol , exnc ing . It is not a r lamorou vrorl1 ·n 

which the nurse performs her ninistry, an:i unless she is possessed o the 

r,ift Yrhich enaole s her ot only ,o see things, but to see thro1;.gh them 

beyond them, she is likely to be discourage . 

Stone cutters) 

1 or are the monetary rewards of your profession comparable to those -rrhich 

can le earned in the market lace or in s01 other professions . But the 

deepest compensations of lie are not the mon ta 

sc1 isfactions of life derive from them. Over 

01es, nor the deepest 

d above the material com-

.nsaticns there are in R profession such as yours an abundance 0 life

ennoblir,g and spirit-sustaining rewcr s which come from sel.fless nd conse

cra.ted service o 01;.r fello mien . In the ,1or 1 of spiritual ecor10My -rre are 

a:d in precious spiritual coin o.e hundred - fold for every act of eoodness 

which we perform and for eYery ·ror of kindness Hhich ·re -peak. 

(The begr;ar) 

I salute you, nembcrs of this r duatin class of the Huron Road Hos-

pi al School of dursin~ for the reco nized status which is about to be :rours 

as builders of the good society, as co orkers in the esse ial vrork of 

civiliza ion. ing, teeming cities, radios , television and the atomic 

bomb are not civilization any more than spires , domes and minarets are reli

on . The essence of civilization is a free, secure , and creative social 
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life. The cr·iteria of civilization are neither wealth, nor siz , nor seed 

nor ifflention , but the values vrh·ch it pl1.ces upon hum n err:on lit , the 

rew rds i;rhich it ant,s to labor ;1 d merit, the rotection vr ich it g.:.ves 

to human life , and he quality of its intellec ual , spiritual and aesthetic 

in erests . Civilization is everything that makes life more ~eanin ful , 

svreeter , more confident and more joyous. Jot everyone rrho is busy in thj s 

,. orld is tJontributing to civili.zatio1 . Hany who labor labo in vain. .any 

who accumulate an' a randize heap up onl r dust an a::he s . The faithful 

members of thP. n1rsin0 rof ssion are among the true bu.:.liers of civjliza-

tj on. 



A r.ew civilization must be built . Spir€s , domes , and w.inarets are not 

religion; neither are radios aeroplanes , and sv1anning , teeminr, cities civil

ization . The essence of civilization is a i'ree , secure , and creative social 

life . The criteria of civilization are neither weAlth , nor sjze , nor speed , 

nor invention ., but the values which it places u on human ncrsona1ity, the re

wards which it [.Tants to labor and merit , the qurtlity of its intellectual , 

spirituc1l , and aesthetic intPrests and the stimulus which jt ives to those 

social factors , which make human li e sv-;eeter , more confident , and more joy

ous . i\!easured by these criteria, our present- day civilization is but an ultra

modern expression of barbarism; and the sharp contrast uhich exists betvreen 

its social baclavardness and its scientjfic progress only makes the fact more 

bewildering and , at the sarne ti,...,e , more menac ing . 

"The Crisis i Social '"orkrr delivered at 
59th An.ua Session of 1'.ational Confer
ence of So ial rfork , May 1932 in Phila
delphia , Pennsy]vania 

• 
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