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l,11 ~SIA~I C ::3P1CULATiur L I RJ .tL 

Th ee factor s contributed t ') tne sore d o tne ,v.essianic belie: i n 

Isr ael : the lo so n~tional inde ennenne and the attendant de riv· inf , he 

ill t0 ~ive dominant l and t r iumohantly as a rehabilit ted o oole in its 

na ion 1 home , and the un . altPr in ~-ith in divine j stice by ihose et nrl ca.nqns 

the national restoration was in allibly orescribed . Helolessness in the f ce 

of ove_ ',"helmin:Z odds , a m sterful love o li e, and an un r · eldin holci unon he 

basic ~orality underlyin all national experiences constitute the physi · l , 

o ;y-sicic and et1-iical elements out o:' ihich the ., essianic faith s fas' ioned . 

The 1 essianic i ~eal ·as a group concept · on into h·ch political as~iri t·ons , 

religio s im e ialism and moral vin ic~ti on merged . 

In the beginnin~ the. e ~1anic ideal em.or· 1 an olitica , colored 

by t tin se mys ico-religious imperialism of t e nat • on \·1hich a he 1 r: cy 

of prophetism . The ideal evolve int) s e_nr ~ ralism as t~ t sk of n ional 

redem t · on ann unive s'"l conversion a'p red pro ressivelr more di£' icul of 

a com)lishment through h an e fort alone . ~hile the h an ha~~ct r o the 

~essiah and hi~ religio-~oliti al mission <re nev _r entirely los sigh of , 

CA tain mirac lo s potencies· ere added to hi ~ e son lit 1 in oroportion o the 

nation's reuliz· ion o it o 

a rbc divinel endowed bein~ , a 

irn otence . Only t e • acl smi ~ interven ion of 

e moment of th> n·tion 1 s dee est de r dation 

could estro the• i cke oier which o.
4

r essed it , restore h oeo le , cleans d 

by s.i.ffering , to its ancient glory an ebuil the broE-en harmonies of the 

orld . ~he nation coul nots ve i self - exce?t thr o gh reJen ance . 

, oral ::)urification c uld prep re t :1e v a for he adven f the edee 

onl as~ penitent s inner could I srael pla a part in the dr ma of i ts 

n·ti nal salv tion . 

• ut 
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Messianism thrives on suffering. It is its soil and sa . . And in 

Israel suf ering was continuow:; thro ghout the cent ies, i onl ~T the suffering 

which derives from the consciousness oft· e loss of national independence nd a 

na tional home. The Jes never forgot, even when others did not c~use him to 

re~ember, his exile. 

Also he never forgot the divine promise of Redemptiont In hi3 a rKest 

hour he never doubted it. He . net his exile to be penance an atonement 

a lon~ and dreadful penance and an unJrecedented atonement. But he also knev 

th~t in a orld of providential justice no oenance can be everla sting. 
(.,€ 

Prior to the fir t cer.tury t e fo~sianic interest ·ias no t e .cessive, , 

(a lthough such x gr eat historical events as the conque 0 t of Persia by Ale .ander, 

the r le of the Ptolemies an the ele cides, the ~ersec tions un~er Antiochus, 

the revolt of the ,laccabees, and the Roman ag ress· n find t heir mystic-~ess·anic 

echo in the aooclyptic ritings of t he fist t o ure-Ghristian centurie s 

V The first century, ho~ever , especially the gener ation befo e the 

destr11cti n, witnessed a remarkable outburst of Mess ianic emo ionalism. This 

is to be attributed, 

but to the rev l ent belief induced b) the. o?ular chronology of t hat _Qd tha t 

the age as on t~e threshold of the illennium. 

In the roe r torship of Cuspi s i adus (44 C.E.) 

Theudas ao0eared, "and many ere del ded by his ords. Ho ev 

permit them to make an advantage of his wild attem)t b t sent 

alse prophP. t 

Fadus did not 
' 

troop o 

horesmen out against them, who, falling upon t em unex ect dl, sle . m n of 

them and took many of them alive. They also too Theudas alive n cut off 

his head and c·rried it to Jer s lem. The Romans' severity was undoubte ly 

due to the ~ ct that Teudas either entertained ,essianic notions himself or 

announ ed himsel~ s the e siah. The essianic hope, of course, l~a s implied 

t e overthrow of the Roman po Gr in Pale.tine. 

----



-3-

The movement gained headwa ' un :ler the procura torship of felix (52-60 C. E. ) . 

Numerous outbreaks are reported . "There ,iv ere such men as deceived and del ded 

the people under the pretense of divine inspiration, but were for orocurin 

innovations and changes of the government ; an 1 these prevailed •ith :tJt the 

multitude to act like madmen , and ent before them into the ' ilderness , as 

pretending tha t God would there show them the signals of liberty; but ~elix 

thought the procedure as to be the beginnin~s of a revolt ; so he sent ~ome 

horesmen and footmen , both armed, who destroyed a gr eat numbPr of t hem . " An 

bgrptian prophet , undoubtedly an Egyptian Jew, now u.ppea rs on the scene, whose 

short ~essianic career brought sharp reprisals upon the Jes . 

When Je~us came into alilee , "spreading the gos pel of th e:> Kingdom of God 

and sa) ing thP time is fulfilled and the kingdom of God is at hand , hews 

voicing the opinion universally held that the year 5000 in the Cre ~tion calendar , 

which is to usher in t he sixth millennium -- th . age of the Kingdom of ~od --

was at hand . as this chronologic fact v·hich i nflamed the .fossianic hope 

of the people rather than Roman )ersecutions . Th -re is no evidence an vhere 

to show tha t the political fortunes of the people in the second quarter of the 

first century of the common era -- the oeriod of many Messianic movements 

were in an degree lower than those in he first r uarter , in 1hich no 

Messianic movements are recorded . 

/ Jesus appeared in t ne rocuratorship of Ponti s Pilate ( 6-~6 C. E. ) . 

The first mention of the appearance of a essiah in Josephus is in connect ion 

with the disturbances during the term of office oft e procurator CusJi s Fadus 

(c . 44 C. E. ) . It seems likel , therefore . that in the minds of the people , the 

Millennium was t o begin around the year 50 C. E. 

Be it remembered that it is not the essiah whom brings about the 

lillenni ; it is t he inevitable adv nt of the .tillennium hich carries alon 

with it the Messiah and his appointed activities . The Messiah as expected 
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around the second auarter of the first century C.E., beca se the. illennium as 

at hand. Prior to that time he v:as not expected, becq_ !=;,,, acco-ding to the chronology 

of the day the ~illennium was still considerably removed. 

/ The central theme of the pre~chment of Jesus and of Jopn the Baptist, 

.li.om Jesus h'-~iled as the Elijah , ho was tJ announ e the advent ' the .Ullennium, 

as ell as of tne disciples of Jesus , as repentance . ( Th~ day 01 repen ance 

~ ill precede the actual 1~illennium. Thus The Ass :>tion of ~oc:,es , ~ hich was 

probabl, written during the ver/ lifetime of Jesus, states : "And receive thou 

this ritinc- that thou mayest know how to oreQerve the books ... 11ntil the day 

of repentance in the vis~tation where ith the Lord · ill visit them in the 

consunmation of the end of the da s ." (1 . 17-18) . Onl' those ,, ho would reoent 

would be sparei the purging and cleansin~ "rocess antecedent to the ,.dllennium 

"the , rath that is to come.") 

Jesus' e;sential mission • s apocalyptic, not ropheti . He was more 

of tne m stic than the moralist. His impassioned concern ,as not o reconstruct 

society but to save it from the winnowin and retributive julgment hich was 

imminent in the van of the aopro· chin illenni • He sought to ·ave men from 

the birt -throes oft e ~essianic times . The ethical counsel hich he g veto 

his followers was for a orld in extremis . It was tQ help them survive the 

terrors to come and t be worthy of the perfect Kinadom, he ne order of 

existence which the ¼i lennium would usher in . The ~ingdom will be not the 

moral achievement of men but the pre-ordained act of divinit . The ·hole epic 

of Jesus must be read in th light of this millenarian chronologJ of h:isday , 

or it remains unintelligible. 

~assion tely di Jess strive to conve this mes a e oft e impending 

crisis to the oeople . / Ardently he strove to arn them of the a proaching 

catastrophe . He as p rofoundly pPrturbed and impatient becausethe eople did 

not seem to realize ·'t: "Ye hypocrites , ye kno~ ho t inter ret e ·ace of tile 



-S-
not 

earth and the heaven; but hov. is it that ye kno /how to interpret this time?" 

Though he would not, because he could not definitely state t'1e exa t hour of 

the ooming or the ~ingdom and advised against speculation uoon the subject , he 

nevertheless was compl2tely overwhelmed by the thought of its n_arness ; "And 

bein~ asked by the Pharisees ~- en the kingdom of God cometh, he answe ed them 

and said , The kingdom of Goo cometh not woth observation (i .e. c nnot e 

ascertained through the popular methods of ca culation). Neithe • shall they 

sa, Lo heret or theret but lo, the kingdom of God is in the midst of ou." 

"Verily I Sc.. unto you, there are some of them that stand here, who s~all in 

m ,ise taste of death till they see the Son of Man coming in his kinodom." 

V The er sh and doom of the world as at hand and therefore thP~e was 

no longer time for t nr ordinary pursuits of 1· e, 'or its commonµlace, co merce 

and ~r~ffic, for concerns about food, raiment, n shelter: "Be not therefore 

anxious, saying, Vihat sha 1 1.e eat? or, 'hat shall •:e dri ?, or , herewithal 

shall we be clothed?" The end is ap roaching! The uncuenchable fires of 

Judgment are U')On usi Therefore, "Seek ye fir~t His kingdom and His righteousness . " 

A man must disencumber himself of all those tnings which are likel to ee his 

mind and soul entangled in the affairs of this pe ishinf world. ;ealth, Jesus 

felt, woul of all things prove the moct difficult obstacle in the wa of men's 

preoaration for the Kingdom . ~•herefore he counsels n. rich m n who see <s after 

the perfection hich lill admit him into the Kin~dom: 11 eel th· which thou 

h st, arrl give to the poor." There is no time to ; aste . A di ciple cannot 

be sp~red from the desoe ·atel needed ministr) of proclamati n even lon.- enough 

to go and bur his ovm father . Jesus does not ermit himself the enjoyment of 

even a moment's relaxation in the bosom of hi 'amily. He i~ convinced hat 

man could be saved rom the impendin doom, but the. t th , e ·.-.e e too few 

"laborers for the h""rvest ." 

Jesus' attitude tov,ar the Law was determined b~, his vie s concerning 
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the approaching end . He did no oppose the Law in rt or in 7hole . He id not 

see1< to abro5 a te it . He did not wish to substitute or it . It ·._ s not 

nece sary . The incoming iillennium would of its elf do away with the .1.., w 

entirely. This was the viey• commonly held by the contemporaries of Jesus . 

Hov ever, 'until all things be accoopl i shed ," the aw must be obe ed . Not , 

howevar , as most men obey it, form lly and mechanically, but •·itp a oul

searchi~g intent and intensity , so th tit may prove a real help to h·t 

sairitual lus ration required for initiation into the ~ingdom . Jesus' real 

attitude to the Lai is admirabl~ s nmed up in ·~a t . 5 . 17-f..,O : 

"Thin-< not that am come to des vro the La; or th~ Jrophets ; I come not 

to des ro;,· but to fulfil . For verily I sa unto ; ou, till e· ven an earth 

oass awa , one jot or one tittle ~hall in no i e away rm t la , till 

all thin~s be accomplished . •ho oever sh 11 bre • one of these least 

commandments ·nu shall teach men so , sha 1 be c· led le'st in the kin~dom 

01 heaven ; ut hosoever s all do and t ach them , he shall be c·lled gre·t :n 

the kingdom of haven . But I say unt you, ht exce0t our ri~h eousnes 

shall exceed the righteousne. s of the sc;•ibes and Pharisees , e sh 11 in no 

·ise enter int the in&dom of heaven." 

Jess proceeds to in ica e hat he means bJ a righteou ne~s i ich exceeds 

the righteousness of t~e sc·ibe and t>harisees . In no in~tance does he c 11 

for a ne a· or the abro:ration of the old La , bu for the correct "in ensive" 

attitude oward the existing La, . 

h· shou_d men fulfil t law with such inner intentness? ot at they 

ill th eb • bring the {ingdom about . The Kingdom comP~ through the gr a e of 

God , not through the "For it is your Father ' s good ple sure 

to give ou the kingdom.'' Its advent is pre-o d ined in the cosmic cheme . 

It is inevitable. be hastened or retarded. But those ho ill ulfil 

t e L win truth and in sincerit will be 
ared the "pangs of t e tfessianic 
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times" and will be privileged to enter tne Kingdom. 

Similarl was Jesus' attitude toad the governm .nt determined by his 

aooc~l tic 1remises . He was not a revolu i0nist . He did not tempt to deliver 

his eople from the yoke of .n.ome . He C'.) ulseled no 001 · ti al c ion . It .-ms no 

longer necessary . The illennium as ner r and home 1i ou d be r shed b-~ a po er 

greater than t · t of man . Her doom was sealed , even as t~P 100m of all 

malefactors of society . The~~efore until the hour of univPrsal re oning i 

come, "render unto Caesar the things th:... t are Caesar's , and unto Go'} the things 

that are God's ." 

The thought of the appro chine enG domin~tes almos all the .ritings of 

the "lew Testa, ent . Paul as as much convinced of the imminPnce o tne ne .. , ord 0 r 

s Jesus . t OS to la - re el . Like Jess , he dvised 

hif ollo~ers not to spec . te abo the apo t • ' imes a d ce• sons " of 

aniel . The great cataclysm is at hand , but i "ill come "as a thief in he 

night ," an no one can ~no th e act hour . 

( Paul never ass1.11n_d th·,t Jes ould br· ng the Ki.n .. dom bout . Jes s 

merel proclaimed the gos pel of re~entance in vie· o the world ' ,roaching 

crisis . His death and res rection wee in thP eyes of Paul the suoreme proof 

o h.:.. di vine co"1mission to make ihis proclama ion . It further e tablished 

be rond do bt thut he a the 1essiah , waiting the pre-ordained mom nt 01 

the act~al inauguration of the ringdom to eappeur . Jess may have doubted his 

o n Mess · ahshi o and m y have lool{ed f or\iard to the comin of he n o tan 

the real essiah . If he believed himself to be the 1essiah, he clearl 1 did not 

make this thee sential part of hi proclam tion . aul , ho ever , was cer in 

that Jesus wa the 1 ess·ah. The vision which had comet him o the re urrected 

Jesus roved to be the 11-compellin f act in his life . o h· aul ,rocl imed 

not only the imminence of the end but Je us as th Chri t, ho i soon to 

rea ear v,ith th advent o~ the Mil nni • It follored, the efo e , one's 



V 

-8-

preparation for the Kincdom must include not onl~ the intensive e+hic 1 

self-disci oline preached b r Jes s but also XJDr an aci<nov ledg nent o • the 

~essianic rol~ of Jesus . Thus a dogma of f-ith v· s added to a code of on uct. 

rlhis is tne vital distinction bet een the gospel of Jes s an the gos el of 

Paul . Paul ias keenly a are of this distinction. He baptized not ~ccording to 

"John's ba tism,' hich was "the bu tism of renent3nce," bu "in the name o the 

Lord Jesus ." To Paul it fficient to ~no~ "only the 1aptism of John." 
/ 

nen Jesus ied his disciples and fol _o.rn s continued in their ro ound 

convictions tJ ching the i .,LIDinence of the Kine:dom . Thi:-- ,as no coupled with 

another conviction, that Jesus would return with the comin~ of the .'inc-dom, to 

complete his tessianic wor~. Their chief pra er WbS the:r laster's prayer , "Thy 

Kingdom come," an their mot .:.s sum.mar·zed int Didache .as, " latch 'or your 

life's sake; let your lamps not go out, and y ur loins not be relaxed, but 

be re ·1.d ; for ye kno r no the hour in 'ch o ord ometh. 

As the crisis approach.din the lie o t ·,i th h H c; ~ of 

J eru ... lem c.;. d th destruction of he Tempe th? ecsirnic exci men of ,h Pool 

was, fever heat. 'hi e the 11empl • a~ burni 

lse proph t 

• pro het a ne red unnouncing 

s th occasion of th e 

peoples des ruction , ho h d made ublic procl mat ·on in the city th·t v ry 

da..1 h~t God commanded them to get up upon he' em le d h t. h re he 

shoul rec iv miraculou signs of heir deli Lr nee. . ov. there • c then 

a gre· t num er off lse oroohet cubor ed b r the _t ___ _ ( i. . he L.ealo 

the mili .. nt pa rio ) to impo'"e upon the oeoole , ho oenounced hie to he 

h t the"' hould .. it for deli v r nee from God. 11 

~osephus 1 o recounts a essi nic calcul tion poou rl held at he 

tiIJe of the destruction •ced uoon II n umbiguou: or c e h~t w ~·lo found in 

their cacred ritin , ho 'about h~t time one rom th ir countr · chould 

become governor o th h bit b earth.'' Jo enhu ap li c thi pro)hec • 
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to Vespasi n . 

ituc:: recountc- the higL teSC'iani<· expectation , 'h,. sed upon an 

authori~ative r~dition , hel t the time of the des r•c ion : "T.e r.i·jor·ty 

thbt the ~ac::t ~ould rene, is c::trength and the thD c::hould go forth rom 

Jud.e hould be rulers of the vorld . " co lfo ceu oniu : "A firm DPr.uc.. .. io 

had long revc-.iled through ~11 the E· st th tit as; ted 1or t he emoi~ o • the 

norlci --t that t.:me to devolve on someone ·ho ... hould go for h from -Ju ea . Thi· 

~rediction referred to a Rom&n emperor , as th ev n 

it to the elves broke out into re ellion ." 

ho : ed , 

Rabbis ar.d lavmen of th ir , ·nd the rl. . ,.1 of th econd 

centuries gen r &llJ believec h· t the • v. re n th cbse of he fif h 

mi Lle nium -- the le s millennium efore the tou and ye rs of o l.i.C v.hi c rere 

to close thi ~und r. c: cle. Thi f ct, ceems gen ~1·all; to h ve been over-

looked fr schol rs rho unco_nrciousl • mplo.. h ore cent Cre tior1 c le r r , v. hich 

did not - ke is a pearance un~~1 con iderabl~ la r . ar u t.o 

references to the Cre tion cale d·r in th lmud , Ab . z r . .. b ( 4", 1 A. M. ) 

and n . v7b (4'91 . 1 . ) The l~tte date i~ give in conn ctio with . JoC'e h 

b· r Hi , a (4c . ) The next nent · on of a Cre·tio d·te ic found in h J • rai a of 

R . ...,amuel , 1
, hcre the ate 45 7 1 A • . • or 771 C. E. i<:: given . ) 

The .:es ... ia :c hopeC' v, re rife ·n L rael t th:f time , no onl. b cause 

he people ·ere uffering und r oma.n oppres n , ut also ecau e h :r chro olog 

1 d thelli a believe th t the ~ere on the thre hold of he !ill nnium. There 

did ot , of cour e , exist as .,ret a fixed and a.uthorit tive r'--di ion r ·rdi g 

h a e of the orld. For some centuries there fter thi subj ct ,as 

debat ted , J e :s a c:: \' ell e. mon Chri ins , ,ut it is evident h· the 

men of the first nd the earl" part of the ~econd cen urie had n pproxim e 
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i ea of he plrce of their age ir teer ,tion c:cle . They rere er. •tr the 

year 5000! 

The rt bis gener lly believed on the b=sis of ~e Biblic~l CreLtion ., ek , 

that 11 7he ii orld ill last Ei , 000 ears nu , ill be in ch oc 1 , 000" . Th t ousand 

}ea.rs -:1rior to the oes ruction o: he v~orld (5000-6000) ·ould be th ears of 

consunn&.. tio .nd uni ver~· 1 blec::sed. ec,s . 

(The closinp chapter o the a;:,ocalypse IV zra r; i v s a very eYplici t 

date : "And I did so in t e seventh ye<. r of the r-iYth week of 5 , 000 ye"'rs of 

the crertio , and three months and t·elve daJs •' The author of th "s apoc· 1 ·os 

anticipated the s~ift uroach of the 11 Con w .. a ion of he i ec:: ." T vri r 

oft e ori in 1 c::ource of IV zrc1. , livin just rz ye rs ft 'the de e: rict · on , 

believed in he immin ,nt coll pc::e of he rlo□a ire nd t he p d: r ~ tor:.. iL, n 

of Isr~ el . In anc::wer t o th r plexed c, lr hi l (LJ~ra) , , ho coul no r e co cile 

Ic:-r~el's ufferir.g ··ith the · u f tice of God , the el repli ef : "If tho11 survive , 

tho sh·l $ee , nc if thou livec::t long , thou h, 1 m r rel , for t e ge i 

haste • fa,..t t o its end . " The final redactor of IV Ezra , 1 i vin , i he rly in 

rei of adri n (c . 1 .0 C. E. ) exoec ed the 1eS i' . to come d rin or direc ly 

~_-l•tsr the rein o: this emp ror . 

II B, ruch , a cor:1po. i-'- ·~, ,rk of the latt,r h lf 0~ he firf , centur 
' 

cl arl this ~ame t ought reg·rding th age o~ he orld , an e 

e. oec • tio of ~n e· rl denouenent : "For ru.J.. , m. redemn io ha.s r i 
' 

and ic not fir dista t ::..s for tine .' 11 And • t that time , fter a lit le 

inter c:..l io ·ill a r-a in b . build d ." "For the ·outh of th vrorlc" i a ~ed , 

nd he trength o:' the c ec...tio alread;. exh~u"' ed , Lnd he advent o he 

imes i very short .... ~nd e pi t c:her if near to he ci c er , an the c::-hip 

the .ri r s em eve to give a er ·utic d·· , r.ic , to he port ." In 8 . 

ho•ev r , i undecipher : "For the meac e and r ckoning O- h· time re 

t ·10 oart a ·eek of even week • " 
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Josephus , too , gives cle~r indication that the men o_ his gener~tion 

took their age to be at the clo~e of the fifth millennium . Hi~ Anticuities, 

~hich give an historical account from Cre~tion to the year C6 C.E. 1 cover n 

itemized oeriod of approximately 5, 000 ye rs . He vrote the firc:-t book of his 

Contra Aoionem ( ?3 L. r.. . ) to substanti te his claim of the great antiquit of 

the Jev;i h qeoole . He 11;riteE : 11 'Ihose Anticuities contc.. in the history of 

5 , 000 ears , and ere ttken out of our sacred booKs . 11 Josephus, in his wrltin s, 

1 rgely oresented the accepted .1.-'harisaic view of his da;y .) 

he .tiabbis , immedi telJ- following the dee ruction, helievin 

themcelves to be in the final cycle of the fifth mille nium, thought th~t the 

"days of he vles~iah 11 would 1 Rt 140 , 60 or 70 yearR , and eYpec ed the MesEi&h 

o come during the second century · o be more exac , ·,i thin h first ha1f of the 

second century ; for it is very likel) that the de.._ tr c ion of the 'l'emple v-.as 

oon reg·rded by them s the beginnin ,., of this Mec-cia.nic ge -- the terr.iinue-

a ouo . The Messianic age to beg·n at a time v;·hen th fortunes of the 1eople 

ere at their lo ·,ePt e r b . It "as cui t e natura.l , therefore , for them to 

assumF that "on the da;r v,hen the Temple ·.~·as nestroyed he fesfjEh v.: s born . 11 

If this is correct , the .es. ianic ape , oeginnin ~ith the dest ruc ion of the 

Tern pl 0nd la ting 40, 60 or 7J yp·Ars v-ould culmin& t e in the ec rs 110 , lf O 

or 140 C. F. . The B~r loch a revolution w~s , in a en~e , the politicul upthrust 

of these oerfervid Messianic expectc tions , o sed on the Hlle r- ri~ chronology 

Jupiter va 0itolinus . 

The collaose of thi movement at the cloEe of the put tive fifth 

millennium prompted the rtabbi not only to projec the .e si nic ·te to a 

more dis nt future , but al~o to revise their notion of the Cre~ 

They ~ere living not at the close of the fifth but at the clo e of the fourth 



-12-

millennium . people need not desp ir of the Me~siah . He i~ ~ ill o come . 

He maj come t an tiru v.i thin he fifth millenniun. , no nece:=-c::aril , at i ... 

close; perhaps in 4!;.Zl A. J . or 4 ·SO , ror 4 91 . The .esf·ib ie: po h:-.f' c1ctu llj 

begun ,ith the de truction of the Temple but be ore i [ final denouement 7 65 

or 400 :rears or more ma elapse . 

Follo dng the fr'..lC'tratior of he .. essi£r.ic hope in the secon century 

the next Les~ianic date s eems to hare been e rally , tho gh not excluc::ively, 

placed a· out four hundred ears c, f er the des ruction, sorr.ev:her in the 

fifth century . The Rabhie no longer oointe to a date in hen r fu ure , ut 

~rojected it into a relativel~ di tant future . The ar iochba di aEt r had 

taught them a bitter les on . The fi e 400 . s ite tur lly fix d 

upon ae it correcnonded ~ith the number of. ear~ of th fir. exile -- the 

Egyoti~n . The nrinciple vi": ~ laid do ·m th t 

exactl • like the first redemotion . 

n 1 edemption ould be 

As the fif h centur . Pro ched he · essianic exoectEtion bcc·me vivid 

c:..nd i ten e . That centur ;- -i tneC"sed he final scenes in he decline and fall 

of nome , mictres of the "'-Orld for six hundred 
• 

·rs . is r ught 

ad turbulen centur r, seethin ith unre"'t , mark d ,i the ~wi movemen s 

of b rb·ri n peoples upon rlome · the invasion of hl ric , Kin~ or the Visigo h , 

nd the sack of Rome (410 C. E. ) .ne migra ion of he andal hrough co in 

and their conou s of Africa under Caiseric (4~0 C. E) , a eco d ack of ome b 

thee ~ndals (45 C. E. ) , and ano her invacion o Ital b ttila and hi 

Huns (45~ c.~) . The ear 476 c .. witne 

uch times r f vor ble for ~roohec 

the end of the estern ~mpir . 
/ 

h ho Jes~ I sr el & • in the 

succe~ ive mi fortune~~ ·ch befell her anci n nem 'the foot rint of the 

essi h . 1 ('A certain gen al (rtom n) as~ed on of the me of eth ilanu , 

' ·ho vill rule the kingdom after u ? 1 The man brought 1 nk oaoer and took 

a pen nd rote upon it , 1 and· ter that came fort hi br oth r , ad hi nd 
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(Jacob's -- Ic-r el) had hold of Esc...u' s ( ~dom- Rome) heel.'" rlhe c-ce d: . c~ r of 

Ifrael will follo· \.iftl) upon the decline of Home. The l,hric- icn orld , oo, 

believed hat t he f 11 04 home ould ri g n ichrict on e=r hr d usher in 

the end of thingc. 

In the 1ifth cent y thPse hopes re ched t eir rever poin . Th ~mire 

v , s re· kir g up; the lon: anticipated collapse ·:as about to take 1 ce. 

Furtbermore, the conditions of the Je • in the fift centur · ~ere moQ uni vorabl. 

Palesti ic..n Jer r:v ouched bottom i its ooli ical and economic fortunec. Rom n 

op, rer ion ¥'as intensified. Under heodo ius II. the oa ri rch· te •,as 

aboljshed (C. 4~5 C.E.). he fer rem~ining schools½ cloeed. The le tr 

half of this centu y likev.ise sa1,· a turn for the orc;e in the conc'i ion o the 

Jews in BabwloniG, no the ,re t t center of Je ic:h life. A orriod of percecu ion 

and forced conversions set • herir G the fac ha "in the ear 

781 of the eleucideun era (469 C .E.) 11 the sc ool in ab lon ere <,hut 

do ·n and tr.e J e •c: ·e e h nded o r to he , a[,ic:- n • u) 
The . ec: c:ianic expec ·tionc: so idel) helo •ere not • thout their 

historic 1 consequence. During the mic.dle of the r·rth cen p~eudo- .es iah 

ctu,11-., did ap"e r in Crete, who hore the name o~ .. oseR. He Y,On a follo in 

c..n ong the J e .-s of Crete. On the day appointed for their ae ·rtur for r'al ftine, 

OS C led tl em to a "Jromontor overlooking the se 
' 

and comm--nded them to 

thro them el e into the e , in the hop t "t the ·at rs vould t-rt for hem 

a he did in th da-s of the fir t redeemer , .,Joc:es. It i~ aid th,t man 

oerished . 

(Pari oa su with the prend of essi nic hope amongst the J e<'S • r tl'e 

spr d of ~econ adventist hope rr.ong the Judeo-Chri tin and Pg n-Chri i&n. 

The Lhri-::tian of th fir t centur~ ere, of cour e, compelled by the ver dea h 

of Jesus and hi failure to bri . bout the Kin 1dom, to pd po tul te hi 

r surrection ad his return -- an e rly r turn. ~ • naturrlly he turned to 
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the bible for corroboration even as they had turned to it for confirm;,, tion 

of their faith in the 1~1essiahship of Jesus , and for corr,~ s oondence between the 

prophecies in Scriptures and their fulfilment in Jesu . The Bible soon bee me 

in their hands an apocalypse , proohetic of the v:hole epic of the 111e~,::,iah 

Jesus . ( In this regard they anticipated the J e1·· i sh Messianic specula torf.', i , hose 

major effort to ma:e of the Bible a MesEianic book did not taKe pl&ce until 

the second century and especially until after the collapse of the Bar Kochba 

insurrection. 

(The writings of the e, 1estament besoee.k the same profound conviction 

as r egards the immediacy of the advent and the est&blishment of the Ne~ J erus .lem, 

as do the Jewish apocalypses and the sayings o the habbis of the first and 

second centuries . \ 

The early dhric-tian Church borrowed not alon is entire apoc lyptic 

paraphernalia , already comolctel) developed in . oc~l;,,ptic nd pseudepifr· phic 

literature , from Judaism , but also the very method and mLJtter of Messi nic 

chronology. It too turned to the locus cl s sicus - the Book of Daniel - for the 

k ey to the solution of the myster~y , and it too employed pseudo-historical 

chronolog~ and he rmeneutic methods i pursuit of the solution. In fact , the 

early Christians made more extensive use of the Book of aniel than did the 

Jews , both in establishing the Messiaship of Jesus and in discovering the ime 

of his second advent. The book of Daniel was their strongest ar ument. 

Athana ius (4 c . ) decl red : "Perhapc with reg~rd to the other (prophecies) :.te 

they (the Jews) may be able to find excuses and to put off whE..t is vritten to a 

future time . But wh t can the say to this , (the prophecies of aniel) , or 

can they f&ce it at all? the second centur · on the vhnrch turned also 

to the Revelation of John .) 

( The Ne Testarr.ent \\"ri ters took the ~rophecies of Daniel o rppl 

their own timec:, . "The Fourth .t<.:ingdom and the Fourth Beast" are Rome . 

to 

The Son 
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of ian who came with the coulds of heaven is Jesus . The Book of Rev lations 

actually paraphr£.ses Dan. 12 .7: nAnd I heBrd the man clothed in linen, who 

as above the waters of the river , when he lifted up his ri~·ht hand and his left 

hand unto heaven and swore by Him hat liveth forever , th:=it it shall be for a 

time, times and half a time·. 11 Revelation reads : "And thP angel which I sa :-.: 

stand upon the sea and upon the earth, lifted up his hand to hPaven and s~are 

by Him that liveth foreve .c and ever, who ere ted heaven and the things that 

therein are, and thE ~arth, and the things th·t therein are , and the sea , 

a.nd the things which are therein, that there should be time no longer . n 

The meaning of the author is cleer. The prophecy of Daniel refers 

to his (the author's) time . The time, times ano half a time re already 

exhausted. The~ shall be no longer be time 0 • The impending advent of 

. / vhrist wi 11 fulfil th~.::O,::Ph:;· e;c;_;Y~•:,.~aaii.-... ~~~~"'"t 

V The failure of the Messiah to appear in the fifth century dampened the 

ardor of Messianic speculations ·or a co siderable . eriod of time. In fac , 

such specul~tions are not in evidence until after the meteoric rise of Islam 

and its phenomenal sweep through Asia ancl Africa . 

But the remarkable victories of the Arabs nd he crumbling of the Persi n 

and the B zantine ~mpires before their irresistible onslsught set afl me ane~ the 

roessianic hopes . The hope was enerally entertained th·~t the Arabs would 

accomp~ti sh what the Persians had failed to accomplish -- the overthro of .c.dom, 

entrenched in ome and Byzantium. It was also fervently hoped that theJ vould 

break the power of Persia, thereb delivering the Je~s from the reli ious 

intolerance of the assanian dyn sty Followinc, these mighty upheavals it was 

hoped that the Son of David would apoear . 

V The four centuries (600-1000 C. E.) produced at least three pseudo-

Messiahs : (1) Abu Isa Al-Ispahani , () Serene, and () the disciple o Abu 

Isa , udghan . They also witnes ed a revival of intere tin the Lost' en Tribes , 
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v:hich is a concomitant of Messi nic soecul tion . 

The terrible ragedi es v:hich cam upon the Jewish communi ies o orth-

~estern ~urope in the .ake of the succe~sive vrusades - the mo ct deva~ta ing 

in he mi l lennill.tl ,hich follo ed the destruction of t he emple 

reflex in the intensified fessianic expec 2tions of t he time. 

find their 

The hordes of the First ~rus de (10~6 C. E. ) swe pt over t he Je i h 

settlements betr een he Rhin~ and the fioselle nd laid them 1 :as e . pPCi lly 

did he communi ies of 1etz , pe)er , worms, Ma-ence, Cologne and Treve~ su:fer 

a t the hands of t he plun ering , massacring mobs . Some four housand Jev ;ere 

slain or suicided . The black terror of those da~·s speak to us out o ... the 

elihot , ~innot , and memoir ·hich have com do\ to us. 

S range to say , the ver ' ·e&r 1096 -- the e r of the E'ir~ Cru de --

1 ·c:1.s fiYed upon generally as the ear of 1 edem tion . 

The Cru~&des hrokc the iri of the Je i Germ ny . h0ir social and 

politic<l life •as adl worse ed ad t eir int 1 ct 1 life decli ed . A 

de .)re!=;sinr sense of hopelecsne and homelessnes grip ed them ; ascetici~m and 

uperctit: on grew apace . All t his ic ferti l e ground .lOr ~es. i.anic dret. m • 

~ ain , am stic emotionalism oreceded and at tended he Lrus de i the 

'-'hri ctian Y'Orld , hich could not but in ec the Je ish ·orlc . The N.illen rian 

hopes , hich flared up in Chri tendom the y r 1000 , con inued 'ithou a a ement 

for a lona time thereafter , an played a no i nconsi erable part i reci 1i ating 

the Crusade . [t w" believed that fale tine must come into the poss c: ion of 

the Christians before the second comin of Chri t , and i a.much a s his second 

coming ' sat hand , the conouest of a estine should be swiftl accompli hed . 

Tbrou bout the centuri s of the Cru ades , Chric:tendom as stran el agitated 

b high illener rian hope . The ·hole world ~as on tiptoe vith expecta.nc , 

nsformations . I•r el no less exoect nt) 
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As a result of th untm ard circum: t · ce;c o!' t he people 'tnd t he conseouent 

aroused ~e~sianic interests , the last ouarter or the el eventh and the \ hole of 

the t welfth centurJ bound in pseudo-, essirhs and in abortive. ess anic 

movementc . Heretofore (u , {o 1,000 C. E. ) the r·essiah hailed -rom sia ,,linor , 

Babylon and Persia . •ith the shifting of the center of Jewish life to the 

v1edi terranean lands , the pseudo-1~ essiahs no, come from Viestern Europe as :ell. 

The period is rich in essianic speculation . ~ven the philocopher 

Liersonicies is enticed . Hailing from t e time~ are the ecul tions o at least 

eight men , and ·eh ve scattered references to still othe r . Thes e eight men 

are : (1) Nahmanides , (2) Isa~c H levi , (3) Abulafia , (4) The author of t he 

Zahar , (5) The author o Sefer ha-Temunah , (6) Gersonide, (7) Bah a ben Ashe , 

(8) Jo hua ibn hoeib . ) 

This perioa l east three pseudo-Messiahs, 
I 

of born the above-mentioned Abulafia vas one . Under t ~ i nflu nee of t he Kabb·listic 

exege is , popula.rized by I ahma.nid e. and hi follo ,ers , in which numerica l and 

litLral mystici m -- Gematria ad otc. rikon -- is fr el emplojed the 

techni ue of essianic computation begins to show· m rked l eaning in that 

direction . Th method of arriving at a date become 1ar more involved and 

suoer edec simpler and the more direct method of the arier c lculators . 

From the middle of th fourteenth cent ry to the close of the fifteenth 

cent , a Jer·od of almo t 15 e· rs , ver-J fe: esc·anlc calculations . 

Ta fail re of the. essiah to a. near arounr1 the yea 

oredicted bJ outstanding leaderc of thought c ch 

1558 , the d te so con idently ,,,.--. 

hi , N hmanide , Levi 

ben br~ham, braham b r Hiyya , Gersoni es , B hya n~ ot es , as 1ell as his 

fail e to ap~e r in 14 5 ·hen he vas simil· rly redict ed b· great a hori ies , 

s a terrible blo• tote Aessianic oecul tors and iscour~ged for a lon 

time to come further essays in this field . In lace of Redemptio , t e middle 

of the fourteenth cent ry br ou·ht ith it the devastating Blac~ De th nd 
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frightf 1 tr~gedi sin the camp os Israel . 

(1'his oeriod sees to yield but one seudo-1.!essiah - , o~es Bot rel -

al thou 0 h the age did njt lack in gr"' t trage lies , such as be expulsion or 

the Jews from France ( 394) and the bloody per·ec tion· in Christi~n So in (1511).:J 

The sixteenth centur•r is n out~tanding centu.r: of ••e'"'sianic in rest , 

specul:ition and adventure . It follo"S t e catas rophic 

frojl Germanic rovinces in the last dee e or the fift •enth cent11ry . 

aly , too , the conditions of the Je,s changeu forte 

cen ry advanced . The first ghetto was est~bli~hed in Venice · Je:is economic 

activities were restricted; ad a rigorous ensorshi of Hebr_w book~ was insti 

The age was one of unr~st an confusion . Th exile~ rom b · i n nd 

Portugal , upr:>oted and im ove ished , crushe nd ; liated , IIOved in a , orld 

of ph'sical and spirit 1 I' • 
OilJ.USlOil . ~n idst o the over helmin catas rophe , 

paralleled only b the t.r " credy o • the ex rom le tine , heir in ellect 

life, which at no timP in the l ast wo li dred 'e' rs had been ver · vigorous , as 

completel- s·bmerged . The uncertaint lives an fort· e. , the 

tande ins t1rough any lands to e uge , , nd their complete 

emo ional prostr·tion made them faith in any rumo of hoe , however 

fantastic , vhich promised sudden ain relief.) 

.v1an.,1 0 .1. these exiles were pers adea t ' t e terrible pers c 1t • ons 

hich they had experienced ere tn birth ;angs o the ~e sianic time . 

The oli ic 1 con itions t.uro e also con r·b ed ,.) the Mef:si nic 

complex The per·od was ne of Tur~ish ascendancJ . Fr om t· econ e~t of 

Con t·ntino i n 1455 to the con,...uest of Hun.ar , almo on8 hundr dyer~ 1 te 

(1547) , the oower of the Turk in urooe kXJf had beens ~rtily incre sin . It 

~ s the age of iohammed the Conauerer, and Suleim~n t e va nifi et. 

1 



- 19-

The Turk "a er shing t the ba ttle:nents of Europe , nd ~hrL:> :-end om too i.n awe 

of 11:.m . Thir conc.:.tion cou.lri not but {indle he apoc·-1.l p .:.c dreams of t..n rasc::ed 

and sufferin. people . Jan Jews , esJecially those livin2 in 0hris ian lanas , 

had lons regarded the dm:nfall o "-tome as )relimin r~ ' to their deliverance . 

0he rtabbis had dee Ls red t>i, t one of the signs of "th0 latter end" 1<ould be the 

con~ 8St of l¼>m bv er sia , and i was generally acce~ted at this tiMP. tn.t 

ersia as T r<ey . 

The rift in Christendom , too , fed th se 1vlessianic illusions . The 

H.e:\Jr1wtion cleft t:-ie he rt of Christendom in t71'3 in . ,ars 3nj conI usions set in . 

Vast millennial hopes swept over the Ghri.stian world . s ame "enth si stic" 

ten encies nich ~redom·nated in tne Jrimitive hurch no. ma e their a e' nee 

in the nev. ref o 11ed Church . There was tne sam em h sis on the reed om o the 

so in Christ , on the ift of i lwni ation r pnecy " • ·i thin re h of tne 

f it'hful , on 'J' cifism an com.i11uni m, and the sam ·ntensP ex·ectation of' the 

Second Coming . The Anabapt · st move ent , ,h·ch Sc)r"-'· .. t--iroufh lifr,riany, 

vitzerland , Italy and Holland i~:medi~ el a t er t e • e of rroter,antism , a·m d 

at th. eestablishm nt of primitive Chri$tianit in doc rine nd pr;.,_ct·ce , and 

,·as steeped in m sticism an in mi~lener· an re· ms) 

The frotes ant comm nities wer~ anticipating the f 11 of Pao 1 rtome -

the fourth Be· st - rlab lon - s the prel de to the drama of tne Lecond Comin 

and t.e Thousan ears ' eign o vhrist . The lea ers OL the eforma ion in 

the sixteen cent ry - L tne , Z ingli , Ga1v · n , Knox , T·niale an~ n e ous 

others - regarded the Pope as the Antichrist , the " an of sin" of t:1 A oc·• pse , 

nd the noman vhurch as .bab lon . The overthr v,, of .. , pac • and h . Lia tholi 

Church which the r eg;r ed a i lillinent , o c u her int. glorio ~ mi lennium . 

The re·ercussions of the grert str o le in the 0hr isti· n orld ere 

felt int a ghettoes of lsrae~ . Thu Jose ct ' Ar les , follo.er of ol{o , 

enter t~ine gre·t hope ht the Prote tant e o mrti n oulo dis~ember ~hristendom 
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and destro .k.ome. The seeming bre0K-up o vhristen om , he ecline in ne o.er 

of the Pa ac: , added to t 1e victoriot1s advance o:· the TurK , led m· n to feel 

that they were act ally living in the i)Priod of the gre· t -:t en ern~nt of the 

• essianic drama 

The discovery of the e\ 1orld , too , infla. e the ima ination Ol r,.en . 

Golu.11bus hims el:' oelieved th· t his di scow' ... '"'ief" were the f 1lfilmen of )r0.)'1ec: . 

1he succe~sf~l expl rations in t1e ner continent an the acco1nts orQ home 

by travelers and Conquistadores gLve rise t~ the mo~ antastic ~...unors . The 

Jes ouite na ura:ly looked t o th~ nevly discoverea lanis as tne ~os ible home 

of t ·1e long Lo'"'t Ten Tri bes , whOSP existi=-nce no one doubted , c :Jnce nin ,; hose 

whereabouts vague rerJorts had drifted in through t11e ·entries c:ince the 

dis~e sion , and .hose re n to Palestine· as , i t e minds o the o le , 

preliminary to the complete rest r tion o t e .ho ~ o_ Isr· el . 

The Mecsianic ex ectations of thic cen y, ·hich are given classic 

exores~ion in he ~riting o b rb·nel , rise ·n succe~s;ve uo- 11r1sts thr uh 

th succeedin° 150 ye rs , 1.mtil the- re~c!1 , 1e.:.r lim x , ~nd , in a sense , their 

final efe·t in the habbetai Zebi movement . 

'.Lhis 

0 essianic 

cent ry also 

J 

specul tin suffered no atement in the seventeenth centur . 

, i tn ssed its most tra c conse en es) 

the grea 

fever mounted . 

e·r her lde 
✓ 

D' the ohar and many subse uen te chers , h nati n ic 

hopes eng 1 ed the whole of L r,el from afed to Lon on , rom orocco to ol nd . 

1he Rabbis of falestine sent an enc clic· 1 prr 1 er to be recited t awn an 

int evening in 11 the lands o th Dias ora , the reci • tion to be accom anied 

b lamen ation a penan e , askin~ for the restoration o the in d0m o Lavid 

and or t~e remi-sion of the t r avai - pangs of the Me'"'sialli c times . snother 

p tor 1 letter was di atched from P 1 r-tine tote DiasJora , ur in pon 

all men to for ego s t r i e an dissension ana to cultivate e ce ·nd good · 11 , 
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in reparation for the imm.:.nent advent of the ,1essiah . umerous parnphle son 

the correct practice of re )entance , J~sed on the r ·dition of Lur·a, were 

v, idel r circul:1 ted and read r en raJ d and c, stig ted themselv s , cnm:in~ 

that t e great ay was at hand. 

In Amsterdam, i, anasseh ben srael , believing thu. t .e end as n • gh , 

petitioned Cromwell to ?ermit the ret1rn of the Jews to Lngland , in order t~at 

their universal dispersion might th -rebJ be acc0m l i shed -- a condi ion 

precedent tot eir edem. tion. 

In the seve teenth century the stage :us set for a gre t Jec-s·anic 

movement . ?olitically the coniitions wee orooitious for such a movµ men . 

, sti all the eople had been ,re ared for it) 1ven the '-hrictian orld : s 

in t~e ' ri? of a millenni 1 frenz . 

The ou s tanding olitical events oft e cen ury ··ere the· hirt Ye rs 

•ar , ~h~ch closed in 1648 , and the Cossa k neb lion, hich beg n in 1648 · the 

former unsettled the life o Ge.· n Je~T and ·mooveri h d it · thr latte 

crushed anu decimated Polish JeflrJ in one ot the mor-t horrible r aged·es of 

histo • 

The habbet i l,ebi movement found ,.>olish Je ry bleeding , broken, 

intellectuall and ?irituall exhausted, steeped in e~~ianic lore , eager to 

receive an hich romised swi:t and miracul u~ s rce se ~rom its 

suffPring. 

The S abbetian movement appealed ·rticularlv to he Je ish comm ities 

of Ge man and ./cl nd , 1hose ribulations ,e e greater than those o all 

othe J e !ish comm i ties , tho gh it 1 s lid el heralded in t ' e eph die 

comm· ities as 

As f·-r as vhri8tendom • concerned , the eventeen h cen y was one 

of vast confus • on and conflict . IV1y . tic sects increas ed in number and • n volume 

and supe sti tion v, as r m ant t ou hou urope umon ~atholics and Prot ·.1.nts 
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alike . lhe Thirty Years ' rar d.isorgan·zed the wholP. intellect al life of 

Luropa'. 

Tne m stic movements which began in i"Stern Europe simult9.neousl with - -
the Refarmation continued throug~out the seventeenth century , an·i t~e ve e all 

filled with apocalyptic intoxication . 

In tne middle of the sevente~nt.'1 century 1ngland was ·ent b,; religious 

and civil arfare . It ;as in th, mi .st of a vast 1· ical and spiritual 

turmoil . A twofold struggle raged : P rliament against t,e ~ing , Puri~~nism 

against the ~stablished Church . The political and religious issues ,,;ere not 

kept apart. C ,~acteristic of na1rl;y all the national struggles of t~e 

seventeenth century was the manner in which thAse two 1ere invar~abl- embroiled . 

In England the political conflict was envi<-aged a great rama of spiritUE:-1 

salv tion . ~•hen wars trke on such a religiou~ mood u.nd bias the, release '1.n 

inordina e anot.:.onalism and efu{in1le incredible :/\es • ani hopes . For half a 

century a goodl~ section of ~nglish society vas enthralled br thi religio

politic 1 romanticism. 

The ?uri .... ,ans w,~ re among the more conservative of t"l enthusi 'le-ts who 

·,.ere antici a ting eoochal changes. Nw:ne'"Ous sects of extremists ~prang up 

vhose doctrines were auite li~e those of the Anabaptlsts , to ~hon hP reliRious 

and politic~l upheavals of the Reforma ion gave rise on the Continent a 

cent ry before . A contem1)orar· rint t,hich caricatures the diversity of religious 

sects in En§,land. toward tJ..1e middle of t. e seventeenth cen cIT' enum'-" ates among 

them Adamites , Libertins , Anti-Scripturians , oule-Sleeper, Anabapti~ts, r'amilists , 

Seeke sand Divorcers . 1ost of these sects ~ere Jrofoun ly. essianic. 

All the essianic speculation of the da was related in an essentlal 

vay to I rael, for the ~criptur 1 apoc lypees upon ··1. • ch they were all br1sed 

we.e Jewish apocalypses, in mm which the restor tion of Israel to dominion 

and 1 ry as a centr 1 motif. Thus the e sianic hopP of Christian Engl nd 
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in the feVPnteenth centur· anJ thut :Jf universal Isr~el.. onverged . ( From i the e 

devolved some ver imJortant histori al events . 

When the tihabbetai Liebi movement sViept ~ver E ro~e in t he year 1666 , 

it stirred ~ngland pr o oundl . n er te of Februar 12-2J , 166 :::> '):' s ,.,, i tes 

in his Diary: "Here 1 am told for certain what I have hard once or t.o e 

~lread) of a JeT in ton , th· in t~ 3 name of tne rest do offer to give 

any man 10 poun ts to be paid l:JO pounds , if c.... certa ·n :)erson no a m.Tna be 

·i thin th ,se t o years o .ned by all the princes of the ast , 9.nd :Jartic arly 

tae [rand i-nor as the King of t.e "orld , int es e ::.anner v,,e do he in¥ of 

~ngland here , and that this man is the t r ue .Jessiah . One named a ~riend 01 his 

th~t had received ten oieces in gol· upon this score , an sa ·s th the J e\· 

ha.th isoosed of 1100 poun s in this manner , ·,·hich i V"r stranee ; nd • r inly 

thi year of 1666 vill be a ear o gre~ ac ·o • b 

of it 't·lill be , God kno s . 11 

what t e conse _nee 
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HE BROTHERHOOD OF TEMPLE ISRAEL 
OF SAINT LOUIS 

E tends to you a Cordial In itation 

to att nd the 

Third Annual Institute of Judaisn1 
F r I rgy an I Religiou du =ttor. 

MONDAY FEBRUARY 21. 19 8 
at T mple I rael 

King highwa _. 1d Wa hington A nur. 

A. •·The oncept of Me. iah in Judaism. 

B. The Demo rati Theme in Judai m. 

The J \.. f ermany Poland and R um:mia. 



MOR ING SESSION 10:15 O'CLOCK AT TEMPLE ISRAEL 

INTRODUCTORY REMARKS Ferdinand M. Isserman 
Rabbi f Tempi Israel 

Chairman Rt. Rev. William Scarlett 
Bi h pol the Epi ~opal lJi w 

of Mi oud 

AbBA HILLEL SIL VER, D. D. Litt. D. 
Rabbi - The Temple, Clevd. nd. Ohio 

will peak on 

' THE O CEPT OF MESSIAH I JUDAISM' 

I Sl ITUTE SPEAKER 

R . Dr. Abba Hillel Sil r. "'1ho is the p .1 • t at the third Annu:11 In ti• 
t ltC on Jud:ti m, i one of th most di ringuisl cd m ri an rabbi·, nd a 
nationally known r ligi.ous lead r. H i a graduat of th Hebrew Union 
Coll ge and of the Univ rsity of Cin ;nnati, and was awarded an honorai·y 

degree by W tern Re erve University .. He is the Rabbi of Th Tempi in 
Cleveland, Ohio and has h Id and holds many important offi es in civic and 
religious organization , both local and national. He i fir t ice-president of the 
Zioni t Organization of Ameri a, and chairman of the Unit d Palestin Appeal. 
During the world war h was d corated by th Fren h g ernment. He i the 
author of "M siani Speculation in I rael," " h Democratic heme in Juda
ism," and "Religion in a Changing World" whi h was a selection of the Relig
iou Book of the Month Club. Rabbi Silver i one of America mo t noted and 
able t pulpiteers. H i a scholarly a he i eloqu nt. Th In titute is fortunat 
in having him a it ,peaker thi ear. 

THE INVITED CLERGY ARE TO BE THE GUESTS OF 
THE BROTI-IERHOOD OF TEMPLE ISRAEL AT LUNCHEO 

TO BE SERVED I THE 
RABBI LEO HARRISO A DITORIUM 



Chairman 

LU CHEON SESSION 12: 15 0 CLOCK 
AT TEMPLE ISRAEL HOUSE 

Mr. Irving Edi. 011 
ice- • th 

Br of 
T •I 

INVOCATIO I 'V. Dr. Hugh 0. 1 bdl 

C1REETI GS 

RABBI I SER 
, ill peak on 

Pr ·iJ 11t of the l\lini t rial Alli .lll i! 
oi t . ui 

R v. Dr. P, u1 Pr •ss 
Pre idt>u t of the Chm· h 
ft•J r ,1t i,m 1( St . Lo ui 

' THE JEWS OF GERMA Y POLA D AND RO MA IA ' 

m11tio:i pi tur~ ni J ~\\' 1-.h :u tl m a , J r~m ni.. r u<l\h·cd hy t h~ (hilc.ln·n 
~it the rdigi )11..; -; ·h( ol pf 1 l in I It· 1-r.,d a, a pr 1j,·l·t 11i a 1: l.1 .... 

. tml}•in° jl'\\i-.h ~ r.:-mlm il· ., w il l he . h t1 W 1\. 

00 SE SIO . _:00 P. M. 

Chairman R . Dr. Iv, n L Holt 
Pn tor o f St. Jolm ' s MS. 

RABBI SILVER hur h , mth 

will p ak on 

'THE DEMOCRATCC THEME I J D ISI\11 

Following th . ddr > (> , th r wi ll h tinw f >r qu~ ti n s ;md di.- u. ion. 

Th~ morning . l.':->~iot ,v iii b\.: h Id 111 tLc Tl'mpl • prop .. :r, ,in J he lu11d1t:011 an~l 
:.i itern on . --ion \ ill be hc lJ ir he I ,thhi L ·, ,n H :u 11,on • 11dit 1 i11m 

o f T em p i · 1-.r,, ·I H eu-. · ~tt King higln ·ay and V,, h ingtnn 

KI 1DL Y FILL O T THE E 1CLO 'ED 
CARD I DICATJ G WHl H S SSIO 
YO PL 1 TO A'l TE D. I FORM TIO 
ABO T YOUR A Tl E DA CE AT LUNCH
EO IS E ' P CIALLY DESIR ~D AS SOO 
AS PO SIDLE. 



THE BROTHERHOOD OF TEMPLE ISRAEL IS PLEASED TO 
HA VE THE FOLLOW! G CLERGY AS COO PERA TING 

SPO SORS OF THE I STITUTE O JUDAISM 

REV. DR. GEORGE . CAMPBELL, 
P a t r of the 11ion venue h 11 t,an , hu rch 

MR. PERCIVAL CHUBB 
P r ident of m flL.lll Etl ical ni, n. and 1 ad r em ntu 
of th t. L thi 'al oci ty 

REV. DR. WM. CROWE, 
Pa tor of th tmin t r byt ·rian hur h 

R . DR. GEOR DODSO 
Pa tor of th 11 ch • th nity 

R V. DR. TR . G S 
P tor of th nm 1~r t1 mal JI ur-h 

R V. DR. WILBERT DOWSO , 
Pa tor o c M thodi t Ep1" opal ,hmch 

R ·V. DR. GE B O . Jr.! 
l'.t tor of t ( .ong1 l gat,on, I .hur ·h. \) ·b t r ro\' , Mo. 

R V. DR. IVA HOLT, 
P,l tor ot hn ' M . E. ~hu1 h, , uth 

RV.DR. HUGHO. I BE 
Pr 1d nt • M rni Hi, n 'e ,f L >lli a11d p-1 tut 

f the K 1 M . ch 
REV.DR. C. JOH 

Pa~t >t >f the Thud B hurch 
R V. DR. JOH R 

Pastor yt\.'.11an Lh11t1..I 
R .. . FA H LL , 

't. M.1 h 
RE .DR.P 

Pr " I h • 'Ul'I, tion "f St. 0111,. ~111 i P:1 :.. llH 111 
Fri·d fa · hlll(h 

REV. DR. D. P ' 
Pru,,d of t h n Th • lo!,!ic:al , ·minarr, 'vY' h., t ·r rnv • . M o. 

RT. R V. WILLIA ARL TT. 
B1. h p .. hLOJ).t l D 10 ..,e oi M i· ouri 

REV. DR. SI . SWE T 
D an f hurch Gath dr,ll 

RE . DR. GE . TOLLEY 
PJ tor of uud B.ipti,t .,hu, ·h 

R . DR. T. B 
P.t tor ol ·11 nw1 ial hmch 




