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RADIO ROADCAST BY DR. ABBA HILLEL c:rLVER 
May 10, 1959 

Good afternoon, good friends of Pittsburgh! It gives me particular ple sure 

b means of this broadcast to open the Women's Division campaign of the United 

Jewish A?pe 1 in your community, a splendid Jewish community lon noted for its 

generosit and its high sense of responsibilit and devotion to all h i orthy 

and noble in Jew·sh life. 

I understand that three hundred Jewish omen in your cit are ~cti 
~ay 

hostesses in their homes to thousands of their friends ho htiVe a sembled at he 

behest of the great cause and in order to learn how they may best serve th t 

cause. To my knowledge, it is the first tim that such a method has been employed 

in a cam?aign in the United St~tes. It is both original n in~piring nd I am 

sure ill rove tremendousl helpful. 

I h ve also been info med th t there are more han fifty oth~r divisions 

representing ev~cy industrial, civic and ·rotessional roup in 'our city or anized 

and alreadJ at ark in ~our c m?aign. All thi i a apoy a ury of great rucceRs. 

My ear friends, you are no engaged, ~s are all the Jews o e United States, 

in a gr at task to relieve the tragic plight of suffering brothers broad, to 

care far the tens r tho'l.lfands of homeless refugees in man p&.rts of the orld, and 

to sup~ort man other activities hich, in the p st, have recommended themselves 

to the care and generosity of our people. 

Your tunds have been allocated to over-seas reliet and refugee needsi - for the 

manifold ctiviti s of the Joint Distribution Co.mittee hich cover the face ot 

Europe, reaching into ever danger zone where Jews h, ve elt the blows of intolerance; 

for the United iale.tine Appeal which is helping in the re~uilding of Palestine 

here in the past five :}e rs, over two hundred thousand Jews from Germany and other 

parts of l:.urope • ve found a new home and a new life; and for the ork of the 

National Co-Ordinating Committee whose program comprises vital services to the 
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refuge ho re coming to this coun ry, their re ettlement d t eir integr ion 

into the life of our n·tion. 

our 1 aders in the Unit d States are fully concious of h solemn s onsibility 

hich he assum hen they called upon th ir ,o 1 to cont.ri .. liberally, nay 

sacrifici lly, to an extr ordinarily large Jni ted J e sh A 

Yet they could not have act d t e ise. Ours is one of 

1 Fund thi y r. 

e rav s i~tressing 

periods in Je ish history. Seldom has tra ad iled upon I tra edy for our o le 

overseas in such a id and ap·)alling succe sion. Never had the bnen ttack on 
• 

so many fron s t the s me time. The ighways of the orld are choked th J isb 

refuges, neein . rom terror and hatred~ seeking ne home. ~o~ o tJem are 

utt rly impov rished, h ving been lundered ndde. oiled b· thievin govern Pnts 

before they re driven out. These helple~s and innoc·nt victims o tyranny, reaction 

and ad intolerance re our r thers and t erefo e our rd • To aspi ct th em in 

every a' po~ i lei a sacred obli tion, which no me ber of the ousehold of Isr el 

either.£!!!!., or would ish, to shirk. 

The Joint Distribution Committ e is the gene~ .rough hich Americ n Jewr 

has been helping its distre ~ed fellow-Jews overs as. It ha. aced a thr e-fold 

problem - he ro lem of ass .tin the Jes in azi GP to urvive; the ro lem 

or aidin T he refugees of Gennany no dispersed throughout t . orldJ and the roblem 

of asci tin the Jews of Poland, Roumani, nd t.e oth r coun ri 8 of Eastern Europe 

to withstand the re sure of ?Overt~ and ersecution. 

Until the riots of lact November, the Jews in Germany had en a.le through 

their own heroic efforts and ith the ~id of the Joint Distribution Committee, to 

stave oft the relentless forces crashin· them. No heir ~tamina to re 1st gro a 

feebl~r ith the :sage of ever da. Onl increased aid from Amer c ills ve 

the lews of GermaJ17. from atarvr tion and de titution; onl b increa ed assistance 

will the vital and vast rogram or rescuing G~rmany•s Jes through immigration, 

trainin. and economic assistance and relief co tinue through 19~9. 
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Equally grave is the 0 it ation of h h e army of Ger an refug s- ande ers 

pread over the face of the earth. Large numbers of them hive een lD'lahle to find 

permanent havens of refuge. 

Landin a helping hand to these refugees are local refugee committees in many 

lands. Through these committees the refugees are helped to djust them elves, to 

emigra e fur her from countries of temporary refuge to settle in ermanent homes, 

to train for new occupations and to receive, hen neces~ary, emer -ency relief. 
the 

In/countries of Eastern Europe - Poland, Roumania, Latvia and L thuania - here 

nearl 5,000,000 Jews reside, the Joint istribution Committee must continue its 

extensive pro ram of economic aid, vocational and industrial readjustment, child 

c~re nd. edical c re. 

Pa allel to the ork of the Joint Distribution Committee, is that of the United 

Palestine Ap?eal. e all realize tha Palestine has played a unioue role in recent 

)eare in offering a haven to th thousands comoelled to flee from hate-filled lands. 

Tod th re s communit of 450,000 Jews in P eetine, living in ~~O ran and 

rural settlements, giving a splendid account of themselv sand exhi iting a creative 

po er, a courage, and a dignity that are particul rly thrillin~ ta time hen Jee 

in some other lands x.a are being steadily degr ded and despoiled. 

The tun a of the United Palestine peal are used to help maint in e in ti-

tutions hich dread exist in Palestine. It is not ble •ht in the p ~t two 

and a half ye rs, despi e political set-bac<s and the effort or terrorists, there 

aro e in ale ine thirt -six new Jewish settlements as token cf these to f ctss 

first, that Pale tine Jewry will under no circumstances yield in its struggle to 

assure t · e right or an oppressed eople to enter its homeland freely, and Qecondly, 

that the great needs of ~uropean I Jewry for immigr tion opportunities ma%e es ential 

the incre· sin developm nt or Pale tine. 

third ency hich will be a beneficiary of our Fund is the National 

Co-Ordinating Co!:llittee. It ·s devoted to assi ting the refugeee who have come 
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to he United tates, ithin the uota et b our i i ar'..,,tion 1 
0 The ional 

Coordinating Co ittee's pro ram compri es cial services to refuges, em lo m n 

ervices, re ettlement and trans ort ion o other commun is, .ant n o loans, 

lacem nt of schol~rs and h s · cia.ns, an ~ervices relatin to af idavit nd 

immigr t·on. 

Our he rts are heaVJ and our inda perple ed, 

e should t to llllder t dour age gains t· e 

t e shoul not e p ir. 

c"'<eroun of thi- a s. 

should endeavor to appraise our pr sent hour in terms of hat has gone be ore. 

In o doin, we~ . 11 gin r pective, conf dence and c~ura e. 

e 

hats ms like Armageddon t fir~t, ir in reality ut another itter s<irmish 

in the a e-old snd irrepressible conflict bet een ~e el"giou ad mor 1 rd tlons 

of nkind, s r presented in Judaism nd Chris ianity, ymboli~ed in the concepts 

of law, freedom, pe ce, brotherhood ·nd the inviol_ le rights of man - and the 

indurate tr di tion of p·iganism ymbolized in tne c c } t of po ~r , <' ate 1 ol ry, 

au oc ac, ilit rism, con ·uest und r~r. 

lhe outcome of this conflict C61lnot be in doubt. : an, though frequently yielding 

to fear, ?ressure and ?B-nic, will not erman ntl sul:ait him~elf t intellectual 

and s.irit l serdom, however great the decept ons nd guilements which a C)nical 

gov_rnment, ent upon po er, will through a th u end done rms of propae-anda, 

practice upon him. In t e lon • run, m wi l l a ~ce:)t no su sti tute or he utonomy 

of his spirit and the sovereign fr edom of hi qu ~ting nd adven 1rin mind. an 

does not wish to be a robot, or the .in · instrum nt of ome us rpin t te 

bureaucrac. Man ans freedom and dignit , and a cenee of p r~onal and inherent 

orth. There is also som thing in man which t long last revol s gsbst t hem tic 

adoration of force, the everlansting brandishing o ists and a ainst nat onal 

an .:-acial chauvinism and exhibitionism. Ther a deeper sourcPs of human 

inspir tions whence well •1p irrepres 1 bly the rede11p i ve po r of compa~sion, love 

and good-will, the ideals of h an colldarit, justice and pace. 
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Mankind 111 sooner or later re•uni to these classic ideal of civili~ tion. 

e are not t the end of a ay, at the edge of a ilderness, but on a lon ro en 

"' etour. e shall retuni to the golden highw 1y . But this retum ill not come ab ut 

au o atlcally and as a matter of course, but only as the result o hep tient la or 

and the h~roic faith f those .eople ho, ~n spite o th .or d's vast turmoil, 

still think with a minimum of bias and feel ith ·a maximum o elf-res raint ho 

h!"I ve last neither their vis· on nor their pers ecti ve, i'ho are cons c !.ous both of 

their strength and of their mir.sion, and ho are determined to carry on, even as a 

uving remn~nt, in thee tim8s o. s iritu 1 crisis und tribution . Upon th se ,... 

people, orking faithfu -ly,each in his B?here, to preserve th 9reciou ~nlues of 

a free society, r sts toda th ultimate salv tion of our orld. 

e Jews, especially , should learn to see our 

the entire world's problem, and a.lso ag inst the 

oblem a a·nst the c< roun of 

c ground not of thn last fe 

ye rs, but of generations , nay centuries. 
. 
,e are A) ring to .. a double lo· d of 

the bu ens which all free ,, en are euring. Freauentl" th t hus een our fate in 

the past. It is our cross and our crown and our immortality. Pe:rflape it s the 

key to our strange destiny so underlaid with grandeur and ~1th pa.in • . e never 

succumbed, and as long as we remain faithful to the God •ho~e name and n~ture our 

seers revealed to mankind, a long as we ~~-rve Him in simple truth. in j ~tice, 

in love and in sacrifice, dealing our bread to th_ hun ry, hringing the poor th t 

are cast out to our homes, and satisfying the afflicted ~oul , so long ·11 light 

ever rise in our darkne8s, and the gloom shall be as the noondr ... 

For us Jews, too, ~his age of sure and thunder, o~ sufferinv. and menace, should 

be a compelling and undeniable challenge, not a disillusionm nt or a despair . 
~ 

We are free. Let WI help/freedoa to those ·ho are in slavery and erfdom. e 

are at eace. Let us help give eace and surcease from fear and hopelessners to 

thofe who know no peace. eh ve sheltered homes of securit. Let us ive shelter 

to those hose homes have been destroyed an ho are now homele a wanderers. 
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