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Acrors the face of he earth hundreds f tho sands of oeo le c e wan er·n 

to-ni.ght in quest of ne. • homes. The • wan1er b.\ land and b sea, alonE! the hi h • ys 
~1th 

and the lonel~ byw ·s of the .orld . The~ an1~r~in gr oups , hole comm ni i _s 

uprooted and driven be ore he storm, or alone , sinp e human ein s orn &'rm 

~ home ea.r ones - the ad flotsam of \iu iren catt~red h ,n amilie . hey 

" t wander to 1.rno m and un ovm es tin· tions . Few doors re en to . em . Few lands 
A 

will welcome t em . Som timec the • fin themse l VPS bo ged do m in mi ery and 

desoJE.tion in ome no-m n's land, or adrift mid-stream het· een oho tile ive -•.n~ 
ct- ~ ~ 

doomed human derelic s . S ; times t eir r agic Ody se ~•1ics them rom one 
Ill'- ~~ ~ ;.... ...c.. a::."' ~y. 

forbidding shore to anot~er, P11t 

in some ouiet har:1~ . So~e~r~~th them thet few remaininf YJossessions • I' I .. ~ 

le_t to themM,;iM~ the ~lunder and s · oil~tion of theivin~ governmen s . 0 h ~ . 

uttP.rl impoveri hed, em~ t ·-handed
1
witb no hin 

~ 
to 

-~ 
li~e of hon how or -,rk 

in u ry. Som ear the marks of hysic 1 
t-

tort re, of mon hs and ye rs Rent 

in concentration cams, the victims of an inordin· 
4w-tt/\.~ 

rutali y ann vin icti ene 

UthPi~s of men 1 an uis , he orrows o bro(P.n live , of 

~ 
r ined careers, the dee un terable · ain of humili· tion . an' of them he 

I 

proud nd honored po ition~ int eir former homes . Some~en ach·eved rare 
k) ~ I 

distin::t · onR in heir chosen fields . All Rift> men and omen o ones or h . 
-t.JJu.v 

their coun ries ~ell in oeace nd in r . one ~guilty o 

crime. Yet the 
!v'fi~ . • 

are wandering to-night along the h rd ro ds o ~ ' . 

Y· 

They 

are knockincr at t e gates of an alien orld . T ey are: ung ~nd old . The ' re 

Jes and hristians . he· are Catholics and Protestants . The;r· a re the 

he are he casualties of our world's great olitic 1 and economic sins . 

s~·mbol o our , ge' s degradation . They I re the Ref gees of J 'f 3 '/, • 

. 

e 

In a normal world, such innocent and el less refugees would h ve been t e 

first chc:.rge on the solici tu e and genero it • of men and n· tion . There ·;:ould 

have been a esoonse to their elementarr hum n ne ge , 
J.. 

shelter and 'henever 
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political or religious persec tion reed a minor:ty group into exile, ome·hp e 
4 a ... ,.,_ - ~ ,¥ in the world, there ·as a welcoming 1 nd to give thern/h ven n the o:o 2ortuoi +,c dr,_ 

a new ~. Our own coun ry was .._... ilt and made gre,t by refugees , exil s oilgrims 
. 

and tmmi rants from all oarts oft e earth who ti ere ha -driven b. 

or olitical oo ression or religious intolP ance~ 

But ours is not a normal world . It is a tr gic~lly abnormal world . All 
o.,tL 

the Jrimal s:naJ., sanities , the elemen ar y decen ies of civilized li e seem 
J\ 

have been lost . A oua.rter o a cen-'-nry of ma. s i lling , of • :.,rs , revolu ions, 

invasions, civil s ri e and bitter class ~tru gle, 1-ias bru ali7ed our world d 
~t tt rendered it callous and indifferent, not to f> , C ical

1
to human f ering, e. rnsl:l,, + hUlllan idealism. Out 0 the ten million gr·ves of the needl ssly slain in the 

las war, and 1' the v·ars and revolutions v·hich followed it, ri en he 

~AN 

dread ghosts of h·tred, of national n r c·a1 oa~s~ons, of arrogance nd vindictivene s1 
~ and dread s ampede toT'•aris r, violence and t rr r as he sole techni ue of/\life 

and 9ro~ ress . 

• ... -........ ---....:. .... •···--···-.,;. A 0ag nism far more 

crass and cruel than th· of antiquity has engul ed the :holj world . 

So th. nr i ns to~ay ·hich own one 11nts ■l great '.)arts o the earth , 
l..iu~ 44 0 ◄ • empires upon -:::li.ch the sun neve sets e~nG hose territor· ~ tr' ly 

I 
conti ental in extent 1con-'-aining as em t sp&ces which 

tens of millions, nay hundreds of millions of 

can hol and su~tain ~ 

~s~ H .,::::;f1t1e 
~GJ\J. 

geesf confr nted vi th he 

ing ne· ~or of per:shing/ 
~-~ 

~ r~A 6',_.\ u,,ol,. --ti... I ~:;::,;te r,._emr e?..J) ~i 
lr--·---To suffei

1

wrong is painful . To become inured to wrong is f tal . This gr ve 
(/\,V\ G,4 • C. 

danger now confronts mgRkiRQ. are inclined oday to ab i _te heir 

~ resoonsibilities and the immemorial man ates o h an oli arit .Whether 

~~--~~--~ -..,. ... ~ spiritu 1 weariness and exhaustion, ~ fear , oa, cowardice, or unconcern, 

the remainin free eooles o th earth are shuttin themselvP~ uo in th ir own 

i,i,..~1u.4 and timorous ...,.1 isolation
1

w g a•n c nt nt to echo Cain ' s guilt-laden 



,.,. 
1L Cv;~ ~ Ii 

Pr{ -i . 
:i ~ ~ ----~- .,..e.. 

r 



olea:"Am Im' brother ' s keeper?" The initi ti.ve , 

~ I ~JC, 
~ ~------

e s i i tu, 1 ~ / , the • • rrin 
ba tle- crJ , the cruc,adinR zP.al , he element of heroic mission ,nd 

~ ... ~~ ..........,._ 
once 

their pro 1dest orsessionsreha 
i~ ....._._ 

~~ Qemoc ~ati~ ~eo le m st. and 
~ ~ ..: /\ 

hei a v s.riPs . 

ed b, , -

C I I 5 
i11 I E 

die ators , he defilemen of all 

for ~ro2~ mi,2f a.n the
1 

dome tic 
I I 

affairs o 

of mankind , 

G 
he · ongue..,; 

de tro~s the liberties o /?A. V ~ 
is ci i7ens and r"' he shac ::les 

\ \ I I 

if a f'OVn 

f mort r hle . 
on them wh, th·1 t domestic rffair of no C flC P n 
~~ ~ 
~ If th, t same gov~~run nt oeo 

sands of is ci i?en 
~ ~'WPii elementar: · hum 

~ ·.v, 
ri ~ht , cw.w. them the right to i=e,lsJI a li velihoo , robs h m 

of thei r 
burns their 

o ures hem in in 

laces of worshi , '.lnd 

dr i v~S '.em o . icide air exile , _. 

criticize It or~ it . We m1 1 ,:, not remon.tr: 

ion ·,mo , bombs ·n 

'lnc, pr , le 0 1t e L .... 

I I 
. tic rra · • •e m 1 ... no 

e . Th 1 n i .'9 flo -:eu~m e. 

of 

universal heat 
n . ~ wi~ . 

in s m ath,, w . . eve. ere tJ,v->/ \..\..'\} 
/ 

horror an 
• nfamous 

er elty and "'e!~~•;....Mi•~~~~~-!Mllii~--H~~~~~~ ~NHl~~~t-t?p"orr-

n . a. 
I s it ourely "domesti c Aff ir" of the Nazi {' im hen i orce. hun reds 

of thoucands of 1en into exile qnd com~ells oth r n - ionr to orovid lum r 
them? 

~ 
1hen .rann an persec1 

• land ever reg'trded b the conscience of 

This is one of the blac~est h0re ies of 

r al or+ re of men an • omen in any 
~ 

•1 ankind a , p el r-" ome" ic a ~f ir? ' 

thi't;!- f acio. , . 1t: long 1' ~~ ~c ~ 
b .. • hholding 

. ~~ vital concern an hel~ f r om 

ill seek to e caJe their ~·•..--ic::= .. ~ J.. moral r e 
11 

onsibili 
'M ~'(~ 

0.. ~ ~. "domestic affai r" , Q,,Jll-@I•· ". TT':'."--+:mmr-+.+ftll)-~~~-----m~r-:1~n~!'7!"~~""'~,..._ I 

ic tors under he pretext of "aoJea .en ', . o lo g_ .. ,ill 



~ I 
(' 
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he ·orld ' s swi t es ent into 

Some da , h re 

of heir race, a ionalit or religi.an . Some da· an irrevocahl la· ·vi 1 1 e 

orocla imed b ' he m tions o the earth and 
I 

b; hem 1collec i vel. e f')rePd . 

no man shall be deprived of ~ right o domicile an o_ eLJ nin 
w, R..~ ~~~ 

land there he wa$ born . ,,,hat 1, ever m inalienable hirthrigh , 

h, 

living in t e 

ome he 

per ec11 ion exploi qtion or liauid 

b interna+ional law . ome i t •• l ; ,.ht s t;hich 

da~~ed oon thP nations t he elope 
.. , µ 
, ar ._E:J. ince hen"' - ~ 

o sc red tF • r, "ill be reaffirm df )( , n unrec nc1 mino itie~ 

are the breedine ~r0unn of in en· in 

went -five million of ,)eo::>l~ living a 

nre t • -t ri e • n i mr ; her •-ire 

· noriti .he 

intnrmingling of nttion li ies har bP.en 20 frP he rer· rdl . r of h :Joli ical 

rontiers a 

thPir orie-in 

sone Ill minori ies wo lrl still h·ve t live out~ide 

S)IJCl£ll.Z'&.,._au:i.ex homelands: h" no oun+,ry can sol e i R d • f' icu 

economic problem artificiall reduc· Fis o 1, · on 4 hrough 
\,A..Ni ~~ ~ 

emigrati.::m of i s minorities or • kin awa. he op->or uni+ie 
I 

o e rn living 

i'r~m one gr.Ju in the . opulH ion and fi ving i t~ nno P ; ha onl' he "'r ine-

of full righ s of citizenship an :hsol~ e ec li befor he law :'or ·11 
~~ 

l 

l"giou~ nd nati)nalitj minori ies ill bring e, c ,, . nd order in 11~ 1 or 1 

ome da · , when he now shattered nr~ dif'credi ed in e D ; onc. l orr·ani 7 ion f'or collec i ve 

securit and itiPS -cnm·n a~ the e.,. e o Nu i s , i l l in 

h reign o:' int ~r ,. ~ ional law \ i 11 have ? 1 n 

the ~re~en reign o intPrn +ional anarch h f' hinf"' .·ill come ome 

x a t b t tod.,. ? "or1a· 1 he highwa ' S of the orld are choked i h re e 



• 

fleeing rom ter or c.nd hatred , seekin new homes . o J-i, men and 
u 

omen m,.. 

in othe lands to die 
1

and whe e their [i+h,•r~ ' ,, ashes 1 e , eir 

own mn/ ncve lie . To1c ' men and women a e ran ica~l · ber in 

for vises wh i.ch i'ill 

4& ; .. """" ..... 'man a:ncl 

thousands the 1 are 

vA~ 
enable them to e cape thehe_ls + • , n u.ulVe L 

f.15t:tngo t o.:6 & T a" b the th ~nds • 
~ / f /\ v.....-,,--~-

appe ling for1affidavi fan certi:ic 
/\ 

,es 

hich ill open to them some door of hope an~ form ans~r;;ove 
I 

hemselve .... 

ad heir families . 

I 

n er 

~ ~J 

\,\,fV' .
' hese ref gees a e the ·.·Ar 

i~ 
s of all hose who till believe in God GH->/, ~ ~ 

of _j s ice and love,~ O", 

I 
,,.( . d . t k h---- • th f . d comJas ion an _ 1 y o see in e su ·erin n 

pri v·A tions of t~e wanderers the common r nged: of +he ·hole of ~nkin a;r . 
v-.,0... ~ 

h re is no eecurit) or pe cq for any on~ or n' tion .o aye ·ceot 

in the croused moral cons inc, h • a :-<:ened en se 

of of all . 



,. ... 

1cro 

Adrea 
turda 

TH 

ace t th 

to-ni ht in uest of n h 

hi h th bne 

F ID 

e 

or t u 

r by l d 

the orld. The 

or O 1 

it r in 

uprooted nd driven bet'or th . torm, or lon , in 1 

r 

on h 

up, 

ein 

torn h n de r on - th ad not or 

e • nd•r to o nd to un o de tin tion • e door 

land 111 le e them. a the , f'ind t 

n f 111e. 

open tot . • 

do in 

d ol tion 1n d, or rift 1 - r 
J 

ho til ~~•v - doo ed r licte. !t tiae th ir r ic 

to e t· 
~~~~~ ~~----~-,---'-:----'---'-. 

on torbiddin 

~for e are 11 nchor 
~~.ll.JI.., 

erers car 1th th "h• ••■mining 

in a 

o a io a left o th 

ot 

~ h 

nd poil tion or ~Tin ~ m nt • i ov ri hed, 

anded, 1 o in to ho r r lit -ti o hone t .. ,..._ n nd • 

oft r or ic l torture, of th Y re nt in 

cone t of an 1nord1n te ru 11 t d T.1. diet 

1 

er 

e 

• 

0th r ho t e ranee ot en 1 n ish, t orro or ro· 

reers, t d •, unuttera le . in or uaili tion. any or t 

11T , ot ruined 

h d ld road 

d honored a·t1on in their to er h •• Solle d enn chiev re 

di tinctionf in ir cho en t1eld. 11 h ort. 

. e erTed h ir countrie ell 1n eac n in r. on en ilt7 

d or rll • ot an cria. t t,e re anderiq to-n11ht alon the h rd 

They are ooking t e ta ot alien orld. The a cmn n old. e 

are Je and Chri ti •• y are Catholic nd roe nt. • r t 



--
caaualti s of our world's t litic l nd cono ic in. 

r the ·rugee of 1 f91 

e r bol 

or our ' d r dation. Th 

In a no 1 orld, .uch innoc nt d helple r fugees ou d en t 

fir t ch r upon the solicitude d en ro ity of en n~ n tion. Th r ould 

h ve en a uick and re d re n e to th ir el ent ri 

~ helter nd help.~,6ucb·needa and their Bering 

for r ru , 

ve occurred ore 

c·1tion th onces in our estem orld. 

forced a norit roup into exile, 

en ver political or religiou 

ewhere in th orl~ th r a elcaalng 

land to gi'Y th 

e built an 

ven, and he chance to gin life ,m • Our o n country 

de gre t refugee, xile, pil nd 1 rant r all 

rte or the arth who ere ard-driv n bJ economic an or 11t1c 1 o res ion 

b re. or religiou in tolerance , nd tound anctu 

But ours 1 not a no 1 orld. It 1 

the rimal B ni tie , all th le enta dace 

tr c l;y: bnon l orld . All - , 

h ve een lo t. A rt r of a century or 

in eions, civil strife and bitter cl 

o civili2ed life ee to 

illin , o 

tru le, ha brut 11 

m, r volu tlon , 

our orl and 

render it callou nd indifferent, not 0 a cynic l, to hu n urreri g, 

to th d te or h n id lism. Out or he ten 1111on T or th 

lain in the la t rfl and or the r d reTOlution ich ollo t, th r 
,> 

}i V r1 en he ~re gho t of h tred, r tior.al ci ion , ot 

arro nc and vindictinne , and ot dread ta■pede 0 ~ore , rlolence nd 

terror he ole tecbni ue or h n life n ro re • A nl r ore 

craaa and cruel t nth t of ntiquit ha engulfed the bol orld. 

So h t n tion toda hich own gr rte or e rth, ;,ires U OD 

which the un n Yer t , eopl o e rritorle re rul co t n n 1 1D 

n 

er ly 

e t nt, con ini st ;>t pace whic c n hol n in ens lliona, 

na, hundreds of llillion~ ot dd tion 1 eettler , ei th lto e r to 

adait UlJ ot thee• retq •• who are confronted •1th the de rate er MIC, ot 
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or 

finding new ~esTor erishing, or gr.udgi~ly and conditionally ermit a itiful 

fe to ente~e ETI.an Conference on Ref'l!&eea as• sad and disheartening ex ose 
uJC,..d..•~ .... 

of the hard and insensate selfishness of governments to-day~ the suave 
't" 

and formal attitude or their surface sym~thies. uch was said. Litle e done. 

ot a single nation rose to the pathos or the hour. ot a single nation tched 

the vast human tragedy with a corresponding outpouring or genero ity and compas ion. 

To suffer ong is~- To become inured to rong i f , tal. This 
~~v,~ 

grave danger no confronts our civilization. Nations re inclined oda r to ,, 
--. abdica-Le their high moral responsibilities and the immemorial mandates or human 

solidarit. ether~ spiritual weariness and exhaustion, fear, co erdiee, 

or unconcern, the remaining free eoples of -thee rth are butt ng themselves up 
~ 

in \aeit caa inglorious ■ad iHleretto isolation, content to echo Cain' guilt-laden 
,-~.-~~ 

plea: •Am I my brother's keeper?• The initiative, Ute •piPi~~&l e:1.os sad nttsek, 
I\ 

the stirring battle-cry, the cruaading ~eal, th ele ent or heroic mission and 

destiny, once their proudest possessions, these free and a;«atic eoples have 
· ~ 

ht'tlfflHll,, surrendered to their adversaries. These peoples~h ve persuaded 

themselvee that they must and b and atch the outrages erpetrated by diet tor 
"9'-''* and itness the defilement or all the sanctuaries or mankind, and old their 
" ~ongueBJ for these things are the "domestic affairs• of n tiona. •Gre t Tyr nnyl 

lay thou thy basis sure, for goodness dare not check theel~.,,Thus if a government 

destroys the liberties or its citizens and rivet the hackles or a mot ruthle s 

tyranny upon them - why th tis •domestic affair" or no concern to any other 

people. It that a-• goTernment, under some mad and shameless retext, de rives 

hundreds or thousands or its citizens of their elementary human righ~ denies them 

the right to earn a linlihood, robe thea or their posee~sions, torture them in 

prisons and concentr tion camps, bombs and bums their places or orshi, and through 

all NDner of ebcsale11 •••.unspeakable outrages drives them to suicide or xile, 
~ =' ~ ...-0 £cf that, tootnexcluai lJ • ·a •domestic affair•. J1Ust .not criticize•••••••••• it, 

~~ 
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~ t not re on r te. The unive 1 heart t 

- in a •? thy 1th hu.o n suffering T lon ,« 1 t a c ou in 

- horror nd indi tion t the -1 ht or inr oua cruelt and~'Ji1 :· C ion ,.. 
of the irit of of God in n. 

en we- t) rann an rsecution and th b t 1 rt r of n n o n 

in 1 d ev r re rded b, the con cience of ankind aP. ur ly a 

e of • artair? This is one of the blac est heresie or thi ro 

I it pur 1 a •d e tic ffair" of the ·az regi •. en force r • 

of th usand of en into exile d com el other n ion to rovid as ·l or 

them? 

A lon th re aini free opl r thee rth ,ill see toe c ~ 

theLr mor 1 re n ibilitie b thholdin vi 1 concern an lp ro cuted 
~ 

r u .. 
~ ~ s.£~ -~--!-~ 

in other land, under t e p riou le of "do. e ic affair,t~ or lon 

a the 11 thhold t e thunderbol or their d 1rov: l of die or~ un~er 
I\ 

oretex~ ease nt", . ,, . o long 111 ~~e orld' wift de ce into mo 1 

ch o and an rchy continu. 

------- Th 
J 

hieh e 111 a e to th li tor the :orld's refu e to 

will be the sure of our devotion to united h nit, or our recognttion of 

hoe 

la 

I 
olid rit j d inter- e1)9n ence. 

Som d , there ·ill be no r tu ee uprooted nd cast out fro t eir n ive I I 
ec u e/ of th .ir r ce, n tin l ty or r 11 ion-/. ~om a an rreTOc 1 

i 1 e rocl imed bj the n tion or th arth th , collect v 1 .. 

en orced, t no hall bed '.lrived or d icile and of rning 

land . re he as m. 'nl t hed a 

every / irthright. 

11 uid tion of un anted lnoritie 
I 

da the ri ht ot 1nor1}1ee - hat 

t rsec1 ion, ion or 

11 be ~ rohi bi ted b., in em tion l 1 w. ~Olile 

i v1n truth hich d ed u?,On th n ions t 
th clo or the orld ar but which ha aince been s&dl obecured - 11 
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re ffi ed. Some a it will .e univer all un er tood th t oppre ed d 

unreconciled inorities r the breeding round of ntern ion 1 unr r.t, intri e 

nd ar; th ·t there nre t enty-tive llillion of o le livin 

Euro e to YJ t t t e intermin ling of n tionalitie h 

inori 1 in 

en co re t t 

re ~rd.le of ht litic 1 ~rontiers re fin 1 ye bli hed, eo al.nor ti 

would .. till h v to live outside their ori n 1 ho el nd; th t n country 

can ol ve it difficult economic r blem bi artifici lly red 1cin it . op 1 ion 

through the enforced emi r ~tion or it un anted nor ties or thro h kin 

a a the opportuniti to rn livin fro one roup in the popul tion nd 

giTing it to nother; that onl the r nting of full r hts of citi enRh , 

d solut ec· 11 t·· fore t e l for 1 r cial, rel_ iou . ., nd n tio lit 
, b/ ng 

minoritie ill about enduring e ce d order in t.e orld. ~o e d , en 

he no sh~ttered an' discredited intern t ·on l tin or c llective 

in om form or other be reconrtructed, nd her gn of inte ional la ill 

h ve ~p_Jlanted he ?resent reign of ·ntern· t on l an rchy, e et n s 11 

co e to pass. So e 1 But to-day? To-d he i h a of th • r ld re 

cho~ed ith refugees, fleeing fro terror h tred, e e in n hoe. To- a 

en nd o en "mu t ander itheringl in o~her lan s to die, nd re th ir 

r there' ashes be, th ir o ma n Yer 11 ." To-da en and o, en re fr ticall 

beg ing t door of consul tee for vi e8 hich ill nabl the toe c the 

bells hich ·h ir native lands h v co e tor the. To-da, b the t.~ou ands 

and the ten of thou ds, the r ape lin ?ititully r.o relative n 

ne r and far, for fid· vi t 1d certific te which will open to ~e 

friends, 

o door 

of ho~ , d for ane wherewith tor ove the elv e .d their m.111 • 

Thee refugees ar no the rds or al tho ho till b 11.v in God 

in God'• law of Ju tic and love, t. those h• till Jeno cop ion d ity, 
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~ tho e • o ee in h utr ring nd ions of th e er ,.,. ... n,,.,.n 

tr edy or e hole or ankin a • i no ec 1ri t · r p c r n 

on ot u, r for grou, ran~ n· tion to-d e ol oo 111, 

th roused r 1 c n c: nee, the a~ ned en e or r on ibil or 11. 



Rab· 1 bba Hill l ilver, 
The Templea 
E. 10~ t. at Ansel re., 
Cleveland• Ohio 



Announcing 3 C, -l, 

FOUR BROADCASTS OF 
UIUSUAL SIGIIFICAICE 

By special arrangement with the Notional 
Broadcasting Company, four radio broadcasts of 
the "Message of Israel" hour will be devoted to 
discussions by the Notional Chairmen of the 
United Jewish Appeal for Refugees and Over
seas Needs on American Jewry's responsibility 
in the present emergency for Je~ abroad. 

SATURDAY EYE., MARCH 4, 7 P . 
THE ETHICS OF AID TO REFUGEES 

RABBI JONAH B. WISE, Speaker 

SATURDAY EYE., MARCH 11, 7 P.M. 
THE MORALS OF AID TO REFUGEES 

RABBI ABBA HILLEL SILVER, Speaker 

SATURDAY EYE., MARCH 18, 7 P.M. 
AMERICAN ISRAEL-A Spiritual Back

ground to American Jewry 
RABBI ABBA HILLEL SILVER, Speaker 

SATURDAY EYE., MARCH 25, 7 P.M. 
NEW LIVES FOR OLD-"Can Man Be 

Reborn?" 
RABBI JONAH B. WISE, Speaker 

(All time listed is Eastern Standard Time) 
These broadcasts will be carried over the stations 
offiliated with the National Broadcasting Company 
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UNITED JEWISH APPEAL FOR REFUGEES 
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THE TEMPLE BULLETIN, pub
lished weekly, e~cept during the summer 
vacation, by Tifercth Israel Congre1a• 
tioo, East 105th Street at Ansel Road, 
Cleveland, 0. Rabbi Melbourne Harris, 
Editor; Harry A. Levy, Sec'y. Sub
acription price, 50 centa per annum. 

Entered u 1ecood-daaa matter Nov. 
12, 1931, at the Poet Office in Cleveland, 
Ohio, under the Act of March 3, 1879. 

Prince Loewenstein 
The Temple pulpit will be occu

pied this Sunday by Prince Hubertus 
Zu Loewenstein, exiled Catholic from 
Nazi Germany. A direct descendant 
of one of the royal families of Europe, 
Prince Loewenstein broke away from 
the fuedal tradition and threw him
self into the struggle to build a new 
and democratic Germany. 

Prince Loewenstein is the author 
of numerous articles for magazines 
and newspapers published in America 
and abroad. His books "Tragedy of 
a Nation", "After Hitler's Fall", and 
"Conquest of the Past" have been 
most favorably received. His newest 
book "A Catholic Looks at his 
Church'' will soon be published. 
Realistic and unemotional in his dis
cussion of political events, his re
strained and courageous analyses 
have won him recognition as one of 
the foremost interpreters of condi
tions in Europe. Prince Loewenstein 
will speak on the subject "Nordic 
Nonsense". 

Rabbi Silver will address the open
ing banquet of the United Jewish 
Appeal in Boston this Sunday Eve
ning. 

Hearl 

RABBI SILVER 
Saturday Evenin!l March 18th 

7 :00 - 7 :30 o'clock 

On The Message of Israel Hour 

This broadcast will be carried over 
WHK and the coast-to-coast NBC 
network. 

Congregational Seder 
The feast of Passover, which com

memorates Israel's deliverance from 
Egyptian bondage, begins this year 
on Monday evening, April 3rd, and 
continues through Tuesday, April 
11th. The Seder on the first night of 
the holiday is primarily a home serv
ice. For those who do not have such 
a service in their homes, The Tem
ple, as in previous years, will conduct 
a Temple Seder in Mahler Hall on 
the first night of Passover, Monday 
evening, April 3rd. Rabbi Silver and 
Rabbi Harris will conduct the Seder. 
The Temple Choir will chant the 
traditional music during the reading 
of the Haggadah. The cost of the 
Seder dinner will be $1.50 per plate 
for adults and $1.35 per plate for 
children under fifteen years of age. 
Reservations may be made at The 
Temple Office. 

Haggadahs containing the Pass
over ritual may be procured at The 
Temple Office at fifty cents per copy. 

Spencer Irwin to Address 
Alumni Forum 

Spencer Irwin, foreign editor of 
the Cleveland Plain Dealer, will be 
guest speaker at the Temple Alumni 
Forum on Sunday evening, March 
26th at 8:00 P.M. in Mahler Hall. 
Mr. Irwin is one of the best informed 
columnists on current world events, 
and will discuss the present European 
situation. 

As a special feature of the meeting 
there will be a Hobby Exhibit, par
ticipated in by members of the Asso
ciation. Members who are interested 
in entering their particular hobby are 
asked to communicate with Mr. 
Robert Meisel, 2164 Grandview, 
YEUowstone 1275. The Alumni 
Forums this year have been of out
standing quality. The Forums are 
part of the cultural program of the 
Alumni Association. The meeting 
will conclude with a social hour and 
refreshments. 

DB. SOL01'10N B. FREEDOF 

will review 

The Four Outstanding Novels of the Year 
Friday Afternoon MARCH 24th l :00 0 'clock 

Under the Auspices of 

The Temple Women's Association 

• Dr. Freehof is Rabbi of Congregation Rodef Shalom, Pittsburgh. 
His book reviews are so popular in Pittsburgh that hundreds of 
listeners crowd his Temple each week to hear him. 

• Special attention is called to the fact that the meeting will be held 
on Friday instead of Wednesday. 

Admission by Membership Card Non-Members, 50c. 

Mahler Hall Social Hour and Tea 

Items of Interest 

• A large group of students from 
Baldwin-Wallace College attended 
the service last Sunday morning, 
after which the symbols and cere
monies of Judaism were explained to 
them. Recently other Christian 
groups have visited The Temple: 
The Friendship Club, consisting of 
a group of more than fifty girls from 
various High Schools, under the 
auspices of the YWCA; and a Hi-Y 
group of boys from Rocky River. 

• The Temple High School Debating 
team was awarded the decision last 
Sunday in their debate with the 
team from the Euclid Avenue Tem
ple. The debaters for The Temple 
were Alan Gordon, Robert Koblitz, 
and Leonard Ronis. Next Sunday 
the team will debate at the Temple
on-the-Heights. 

• The children of the Elementary 
Department provided Purim gifts for 
all the children at Mount Sinai 
Hospital. 

• Miss Curtis's fourth grade class 
has undertaken the project of caring 
for a sick refugee child now living in 
Cleveland. 

• The following students were de
clared winners of the Purim Quiz 
Bee Contest: Herbert Ascherman, 
Howard Markowitz, and Jean Jaffe. 

• During the week Rabbi Harris was 
guest speaker at the March open 
meeting of the Jewish Center Sister
hood. He also addressed an adult 
discussion group at Lyndhurst Town 
Hall. 

THE MORALS OF AID TO REFUGEES 
An Excerpt From the ddrc Dro.uku. L by Dr. Abba llilld 'ilvcr 011 tlw 

"Me t.nge of Israel" flour, .'aturduy Evening, larch 11, 1939 

Across the face of the earth hun
dreds of thousands of people are 
wandering to-night in quest of new 
homes. They wander by land and 
by sea, along the highways and the 
lonely byways of the world. They 
wander either in groups, whole com
munities uprooted and driven before 
the storm, or alone, single human 
beings torn from home and dear ones 
- the sad flotsam of scattered human 
families. They wander to known and 
to unknown destinations. Few doors 
are open to them. Few lands will 
welcome them. Sometimes they find 
themselves bogged down in misery 
and desolation in some no-man's 
land, or adrift mid-stream between 
two hostile river-banks - doomed 
human derelicts. At times their 
tragic Odyssey tosses them about 
for long weeks and months from one 
forbidding shore to another, before 
they are allowed anchorage in some 
quiet harbor. Some of these wander
ers carry with them the meager pos
sessions left to them after the plun
der and spoilation of thieving govern
ments. Others are utterly impover
ished, empty-handed, with nothing 
to show for a life-time of honest work 
and industry. Some of them bear the 
marks of physical torture, of months 
and years spent in concentration 
camps, the victims of an inordinate 
brutality and vindictiveness. Others 
show the ravages of mental anguish, 
the sorrows of broken lives, of ruined 
careers, the deep, unutterable pain 
of humiliation. Many of them had 
held proud and honored positions in 
their former homes. Some had even 

achieved rare distinction in their 
chosen fields. AH had been men and 
women of honest worth. They had 
served their countries well in peace 
and in war. None had been guilty of 
any crime. Yet they are wandering 
to-night along the hard roads of 
exile. They are knocking at the gates 
of an alien world. They are young 
and old. They are Jews and Christ
ians. They are Catholics and Pro
testants. They are the casualties of 
our world's great political and econ
omic sins. They are the symbol of our 
age's degradation. They are the Re• 
fugees of 19391 

In a normal world, such innocent 
and helpless refugees would have 
been the first charge upon the solici
tude and generosity of men and 
nations. There would have been a 
quick and ready response to their 
elementary human needs for refuge, 
shelter and help. In the past such 
needs and their answering response 
have occurred more than once in our 
Western World. Whenever political 
or religious persecution forced a mi
nority group into exile, somewhere 
in the world there was a welcoming 
land to give them haven, and the 
chance to begin life anew. Our own 
country was built and made great by 
refugees, exiles, pilgrims and immi
grants from all parts of the earth 
who were hard-driven by economic 
want or political oppression or re
ligious intolerance and found sanc
tuary here. 

But ours is not a normal world. 
It is a tragically abnormal world. 



All the primal sanities, all the ele
mentary decencies of civilized life 
seem to have been lost. A quarter 
of a century of mass killings, of wars, 
revolutions, invasions, civil strife and 
bitter class struggle, has brutalized 
our world and rendered it callous 
and indifferent, not to say cynical, to 
human sufferings, and to the man
dates of human idealism. Out of the 
ten million graves of the needlessly 
slain in the last war and of the wars 
and revolutions which followed it, 
there have arisen the dread ghosts of 
hatred, of national and racial pass
ions, of arrogance and vindictiveness, 
and of dread stampede towards force, 
violence and terror as the sole tech
nique of human life and progress. A 
paganism far more crass and cruel 
than that of antiquity has engulfed 
the whole world. 

So that nations today which own 
great parts of the earth, empires upon 
which the sun never sets, peoples 
whose territories are truly continent
a 1 in extent, containing vast empty 
spaces which can hold and sustain 
tens of millions, nay, hundreds of 
millions of additional settlers, either 
refuse altogether to admit any of 
these refugees who are confronted 
with the desperate emergency of find
ing new homes or of perishing, or 
grudgingly and conditionally permit 
a pitiful few to enter, notwithstand
ing the fact that these refugees would 
be great human assets to them, 
bringing with them, as they do, the 
skill of hand, the wealth of heart and 
mind, and spirits tempered by suffer
ing, prepared for great sacrifice and 
grateful loyalty. The Evian Con
ference on Refugees was a sad and 
disheartening expose of the hard and 
insensate selfishness of governments 
today which underlies the suave and 

formal attitude of their surface sym
pathies. Much was said. Little was 
done. Not a single nation rose to the 
pathos of the hour. Not a single 
nation matched the vast human tra
gedy with a corresponding outpour
ing of generosity and compassion. 

To suffer wrong is bitter. To be
come inured to wrong is fatal. This 
grave danger now confronts our civil
ization. Nations and individuals are 
inclined today to abdicate their high 
moral responsibilities and the im
memorial mandates of human solid
arity. Whether out of spiritual weari
ness and exhaustion, fear, cowardice, 
or unconcern, the remaining free 
peoples of the earth are shutting 
themselves up in an inglorious isola
tion, content to echo Cain's guilt
laden plea: "Am I my brother's 
keeper?" The spiritual initiative, the 
stirring battle-cry, the crusading 
zeal, the el,ement of heroic mission 
and destiny,. once their proudest 
possessions, these free and demo
cratic peoples have surrendered to 
their adversaries. These peoples 
still free have persuaded themselves 
that they must stand by and watch 
the outrages perpetrated by dicta
tors and witness the defilement of all 
the sanctuaries of mankind, and 
must hold their tongues; for these 
things are the domestic affairs" of 
nations. "Great Tyranny! lay thou 
thy basis sure, for goodness dare not 
check thee!" ... Thus if a govern
ment destroys the liberties of its 
citizens and rivets the shackles of a 
most ruthless tyranny upon them
why that is a "domestic affair", of 
no concern to any other people. If 
that same government, under some 
mad and shameless pretext, deprives 
hundreds of thousands of its citizens 
of their elementary human rights, 



denies them the right to earn a liveli
hood, robs them of their possessions, 
tortures them in prisons and con
centration camps, bombs and burns 
their places of worship, and through 
all manner of unspeakable outrages 
drives them to suicide or exile, that, 
too, is exclusively a "domestic affair." 
Other peoples must not criticize. They 
must not remonstrate. The universal 
heart of mankind must no longer 
beat in sympathy with human suf
fering everywhere, and must no 
longer cry out in horror and indig
nation at the sight of infamous cruel
ty and barbarism or of the desecra 
tion of the spirit of man and of the 
image of God in man. 

When were tyranny and persecu
tion and the brutal to,rture of men 
and women in any land ever regard
ed by t-he conscience of mankind as 

purely a "domestic affair"? This is 
one of the blackest heresies of this 
gross age of apostasy. 

Is it purely a "domestic affair" of 
the Nazi regime when it forces hun 
dreds of thousands of men into exile 
and compels other nations to provide 
asylum for them? 

As long as the remaining free 
peoples of the earth will seek to 
escape their moral responsibilities by 
withholding vital concern and help 
from persecuted groups in other lands 
under the spurious plea of a " domes
tic affair", or as long as they will 
withhold the thunderbolts of their 
disapproval of dictators and their 
shameless oppressions under the pre
text of general "appeasement", so 
long will the world's swift descent 
into moral chaos and anarchy con
tinue. 

The Temple Gratefully Acknowledges the 
Following Contributions: 

To the Scholarship Fund : 
Mrs. A. E. Weinberg, in memory 

of Mrs. George Lomnitz. 

Edna Siegel, in memory of birth
day of father, Sam Sitzman. 

To the Flower Fund: 
Newton Mitzman, a donation. 

Mr. and Mrs. Louis M. Greene in 
memory of father, Louis Neuman. 

Mrs. M. J. Beatus and Miss 
Martha Silverbach, in memory of 
Mrs. Catherine Mandelkorn. 

Better Gardens Club, in honor of 
the eightieth birthday of Benjamin 
Lowenstein. 

To the Prayer Book Fund: 
Rae and Hattye Dessauer and 

Mrs. D. L. Lauer, in memory of 
parents, Fannie and David Dessauer 
and brother, David. 

Mrs. A. J. Miller and Mrs. Abram 
Buka, in memory of mother, Ma
thilde Danciger Goodman. 

Celia Harris, in memory of sister, 
Janet Fishman. 

To the Library Fund: 
Mr. and Mrs. J. H. Kitay, in 

memory of Bernhard Siegel. 
Rae and Hattye Dessauer and 

Mrs. D. L. Lauer, in memory of 
parents, Fannie and David Dessauer 
and brother, David. 
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The Morals of Aid to Refugees 
By DR. ABDA HILLEL IL ER 

ACROSS the face of the eartl1 hundreds of thou an<l of people 
£l_ are wandering tonight in quest of new home . Th y wander 
by land and by sea, along the highway and the Ion ly O}, ays oi 
the world. 1 hey " antler eiLher in group , , hole comn unities 
uprooted and driven before the storm, or alone, single human 
beings torn from home and dear one ·-the sad Hot am of cat
tered human famili . They wander to knm n and to unknown 
destinations. l~ew doors are open to them. • w land , ill wel
come them. Sometimes tl1e,y find tl1em elves bogg d down in 
misery and de olation in some no-man's land, or adrift mid ·tream 
between two hostilie river banks--doom c.l hunan der lict. At 
times their tragic Odyssey tosses them about for long , k.s and 
months from one forbidding s,hore to another, before they are 
allowed anchorage in some quiet harbor. 

Some of these wanderiers, carry with them the meag r po e -
ions le£ t to them after the plunder and spoliation of thieving 

governments. Others are utterly impoverished, empt -handed, 
with nothing to show for a lifetime of honest, ork and indu try. 
Some of them bear the marks of physical torture, of m nth and 
years spent in concc1 tration camps, the victim of an inon.Jinalc 
brutality and vindi ti enes . Other how the ra age of mental 
anguish, the orrows of broken live , of ruined car r ·, the d ep, 
unutterable pain of humiliation. 1lany of them had held proud 
and honored position in their former home. Som had even 
achieved rare distinction in their cho en fieltl . All ha<l been 
men and women of hone t worth. They had crved their mm
tries well in peace and in war. Tone had been guilt of an} 
crime. Yet they are wandering tonight along the hard road ol 
exile. They are knocking at the gates of an alien world. They 
are young and old. They are Jew and Clui tian. They are 
Catholics and Protestants. They are the casualties of our worlc\'s 
great political and economic sin . They are the s mbol of our 
age's degradation. They are the Refugees of 1939! 

In a normal world, such innocent and helpless refu c would 
have been the first charge upon the solicitude and genero'iity ol 
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m n and nation . There would have been a quick and ready 
re pon e to their elementary human needs for refuge, helter and 
help. In the pa t such need and their an wering response have 
occurr d mor than once in our \Ve rn world. Whenever 
political or rcligiou per cution forced a minority group into 

ile, omew h r in th world ther wa a w lcoming land to 
gi •e them ha en and the chance to begin life anew. 0 ur own 
oun tr wa built and made great by refugee , xile , pilgrims 

and immigrant from all part of the earth , ho were hard-driven 
I y economic want or political oppres ion or religiou intolerance 
and found anctuary here. 

But our is not a normal world. It i a tragically abnormal 
world. All the primal sanities, all the elementary decencies of 
ci ilized life eem to have b en lo t. A quarter of a century of 
ma killing , of war , revolution , invasions, civil strife and 
bitter cla truggle, ha brutalized our world and rendered it 
callous and indifferent, not to say cynical, to human suffering 
and to the mandates of human idealism. Ou 1l of the ten million 
gra ·es of the needle sly slain in the last war, and of the wars and 
r ·olution which followed it, there have arisen the dread ghosts 
of hatred, of national and racial pa sions, of arrogance and vin
dictivene , and of dread stampede toward force, violence and 
t rror as the sole technique of human life and progress. A 
pagani m far m re era and cruel than that of antiquity has 
engulfed our world. 

So that nations today which own great parts of the earth, 
empires upon which the sun never sets, peoples whose territories 
are truly continental in extent, containing vast empty spaces 
which can hold and sustain tens of millions, nay, hundreds of 
millions of additional settlers, either ref use altogether l,o admit 
th e refugee who are confronted with the desperate emergency 
of finding new homes or of pcri hing, or grudgingly and condi
tionally p rmit only a pitiful few to enter-notwithstanding the 
fact that the e r fugee would prove valuable human assets to 
them, bringing with them as they do, the skill of hand, the wealth 
of heart and mind, and spirits tempered by suffering and prepared 
for great acrifice and grateful loyalty. The Evian Conference on 
Refugees was a sad and disheartening expo e of the hard and 
in en ate elfi hnes of governments today whi h underlies the 
uave and formal attitude of their surface sympathies. Much 

wa aid. Little was done. ot a single nation rose to the 
pathos of the hour.. ot a single nation matched the vast human 
tragedy wi h a corresponding outpouring of genero ity and 
compa sion. 

To suffer wrong i bitter. To become inured to wrong i 
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fatal. This grave danger now confronts our civilizaLi n. ation 
as well as individual are inclin <l today to abdicate their high 
moral re pon ibilitic an 1 the immemorial mandat of human 
·olidarity. Wh thcr through ·piritual wcarinc and ·hau ti n, 
fear, cowardice, or uncon ru, th r maining free p opl of th 
earth are huuing them el \ 'C • up in an ingloriou i olation, con
tent to echo Cain's guilt-laden plea: "Am 1 my br th r' k e1 r?" 
The spiritual initiati e, the tirring battle-cry, the cru ading zeal, 
the element of mission and de tiny, once their proudc t po ·c -
sions, the e free and democratic peoples have urrendcred to th ir 
adversaries. People , still free, have per uaded them elves that 
they must stand by and watch the outrages perpetrated by dic
tators, and witne the defilement of all the anctuarie of man
kind, and must hold their tongues; for the e thing are entirely 
the "domestic affairs,, of nations. 

"Great Tyranny! lay thou thy basis sure, for goodness dare 
not check thee!" Thus if a government destroys the liberties o[ 
its citizens and rivet the shackles of a most ruthle s tyranny upon 
them-why that is a "domestic affair," of no concern to any other 
p ople. If that same government, under some mad and shame
le s pretext, deprives hundreds of thousands of its citizens of 
their elementary human rights, denies, them the right to earn a 
livelihood, robs them of heir posse ions, ortures them in prisons 
and concentration camps, bombs and burns their places of wor
ship, and through all manner of unspeakable outrage drive 
them to suicide or exile, that, too, is exclusively a "dome tic 
affair." The citizens of other nations must not criticize. They 
must not remonstrate. The univer al heart of mankind mu t no 
longer beat in sympathy with human suffering everywh re, nor 
must it any longer cry out in horror and indignation at the ight 
of infamou cruelty and barbari m, or the d ecration of the 
spirit of man and of the image of God in man. 

Wh n , er L -ram and p r cu tion and th bru al tortur of 
men and women in any land ever r garded by the con cience of 
mankind as purely a "dome tic affair"? Thi is one of the blackest 
heresies of this gro s age of apostasy. 

Is it purely a "domestic affair" of the azi regime if it forces 
hundreds of thousands of men into exile, and compels other 
nations to provide asylum for them? 

As long as the remaining free men and nations of the earth 
will seek to escape their moral re ponsibilities by withholding 
concern and help from persecuted groups in other lands, under 
the spuriou plea of a "dome tic affair," or deny help to the 
refugee victims of uch persecution, or arre t the thunderbolts 
of their di approval of the wa of dictator and the enormity of 
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their offen cs under the pretext of general 'appeasement," so 
long will the world's wift de cent into chao • and anarchy 
continue. 

The re pon e which we will make to the plight of the world's 
refugees today will be the measure of our recognition of the 
olidarity of the human race and the compelling obligations ol 

human brotherhood. Our answer will either affirm the faith ol 
men in a united world, and proclaim our resolve to reintegrate 
our broken and fragmentized humanity by an incrca ed devo
tion lo the ideals of mutual assistance, of all-embracing sym
pathy, and of justice and love which recognize no frontiers of 
race or creed or class, or it will deny this faith of men., and in so 
doing,. still further consign men to narrow and hateful provincial
ism, and nations to a tribalism, which will keep them forever 
apart or, at best, drive them into temporary and regional alliance 
for war. 

Some day, there will be no refugees, uprooted and cast out 
from their native lands because of their race, nationality or 
religion. An irrevocable laVI_ will be proclaimed by the nations 
of the earth and, by them., collectively enforced, that no man hall 
be deprived of the right of domicile and livelihood in the lan<l 
in which he was born. This will be universally recognized as 
man's inalienable birthright. Some day the pers cution or liqui
dation of unwanted minorities will be prohibited by international 
law. The rights of minorities-that saving truth which dawned 
upon the nations at the close of the \tVorI<l \Var but which has 
since been sadly obscured again-will be reaffirmed. Men will 
come to realize that oppres ed and unreconciled minoritie are 
the breeding grounds of international unrest, intrigue and war; 
that twenty-five millions of people live a minoritie in Europe 
today and the intermingling of nationalities ha been so great 
through the centuries that regardles of what political frontiers 
are finally establi hed, some minorities would still have to live 
outside their original homelands. Some day all men will under
stand that no country can solve its economic problems by arti
ficially reducing its population through the enforced emigration 
of some unwanted minority, or through taking away the oppor
tunities to earn a living from one group in the population and 
giving it to another. Some day it will be fully accepted that 
only the granting of full rights of citizen hip, and absolute equal
ity before the law for all racial, religious and nationality groups 
will bring about enduring peace in the world. 

When the now shattered and di credited international organi
zation known as the League of Nat ions, which was establi hed 
after the World War, to achieve collective security and the pro-
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tection of minorities, will in one form or another be rccon tructed, 
and the reign of international law will have upplanted the pre. 
ent reign of international anarchy, th e thing will com to pa. . 
Some day! But today? Today the highway of the world are 
.hoked with refugees wandering from ea to ea, fr m land t 

land, fleeing from terror and hatred, c king new hom s. Toda 
men and women "must wander witheringly, in oth r land o 
die, and where their fathers' ashc be, their own ma n vcr lie:· 
Today men and women are frantica11y begging at door of con-
ulates for a visa which will nable them to escape th hell 

which their native lands have become for them. Toda , b the 
thousands and the tens of thou ands, they are appealing l itifull 
to relatives and friends, near and far, for affidavit and c rtifi ate 
which will open to them some door of hope, some land of refug . 
Today people, who never needed help before, ar pleading f r 
financial aid to transport their families to new home . 

The e refugee are now th , ard of all tho , 1ho till b Ii 
in God and in God' law of ju tice and love who till knm • 
pa ion and pity, who se in the uff ring a1 d pri ·ati n of ti 
, anderer the common traged of the whol of mankin l toda;. 
Th re i no curit or peace for an r one of u., or for an gr up 
or any nation to la , except in the passionat comm 11 i I of a11 
fr e people , in th pool, d good will of all m n , in th arou • d 
moral con cience and the a, aken d en e r pon. ibili of all. 

We who are at I ace mu t know no pea until all th . ~ ii . 
"of the wanderino- foot and wear hr a t" hall ha ·c f un l p a . 

March II, I9J9· 
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1. The Ethics of Aid to Refugees . . Jonah B. Wise 
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2 TH ETHICS OF Arn TO REFUGEES 

a world full of in ju tice and cruelty; m riads of lives have ended 
in the phy ical pain of d ath and in the piritual pain of moral 
defeat. Man i till starving for salvation. In this search men 
grope like tho e who eek the fountain of outh or the orthwest 
pa age. mong tho e who walk in darkne and grope for light 
and among tho e who k to live in peace because they pray 
for peace for all men, , alks a people, ho has faced this problem 
in ·er generation and in every civilization and that people is 
knm n a the J w . I do not de ignate them as a race, a a nation 
or e en as a religion. I de ignate them a the elf-con cious heir 
of much of human ill, which force them to be among the fore
mo t of tho e who earnestly eek for tho e things by which man 
ma r be redeem d. I think every gen ration ha faced the prob
lem of per ecution of the Jew . Ian , many thousands of good 
m n and , omen have tried to hold back thee brutalitie and 
ha e uffered the fate of Io e , , Tho was forced to flee because 
of hi remon trance , and th fate of a \ illiam Lloyd Garrison or 
a Roger William -that i to be pilloried b the mob because 
the mob did not wi h to ha e it brutality either e po ed or 
hinder d, and b cau. , a e ry d magogue knm , the god of the 
mol can be placated by human acrifi • e. Per ecu tion i useful 
to tho e who mislead and cheat men- ence the persecution of 
the Je, . ga·n t th e per ecution ,,\T take our tand a mem
ber of a great humanitarian faith, and we point to their in justice, 
cru lt and cowardice a rea, on for our tand. 

I r ent the omplete injustice of every per ecution under the 
sun. The first and primary inju tice i that no persecuted group 
i ev r afforded a fair and impartial trial. Today the per ecuted 
people of the wor]d have no tribunal and they never have had a 
tribunal in which they could uphold their rights and from which 
they could receive simple just· ce. o persecuted group ha the 
opportunit of trial and judgment b it peer. l\Iagna Charta 
guaranteed that justice hould be sold to no one. Tho e who 
persecute minorities call no witnesse and stand before no judges. 
There is not even a fair appeal to public opinion but a tom-tom 
beat of lies and half truth and distorted facts are roared by the 
accuser over the radio, from the platform and in print. I, for 
one, am willing to stand as a witne in any court before an 
people to the in ju tice of the persecution of my people in Europe, 
and will an wer an qu tion on oath and I am convinced that in 
the face of truth not one of the accu ations again t them can stand. 

I resent the cowardice of the attack . If you see a mob attack
ing one person, doesn't your blood rise and would you not wish 
to stand by that one per on and help protect him again t such 
overwhelming odds? o persecutor of minorities and especially 
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no anti-Semite expects odds of le than thirty to one. In Ger
many the odds ar one hundred to one. Every Jew in Germany 
is expected to fight, completely unarmed, again t one hundred 
inflamed, impa ion d and armed individual . nti-Semi tism 
is the safe t form of man-hunting. Ordinary lynching i very 
dangerou in compari on ith it. It is a piece of baiting of human 
flesh which ha no parallel for cowardice and for d gradation of 
the human spirit. For that rea on, I a , , e hav t face the 
problem as one which concerns u as Am rican and one which 
involves us at the source for the decency of the human ra e. 

I resent the cruelties of the e per ecution . One day I wa in 
a railway station in Europe. I was told that there wa a group 
of refugees from German in the station and I, nt to e them. 
Among these refugee wa a middle-aged woman-a woman 
of refinement, obviou 1 , although h r cloth wcr habby and 
her life had been lived with such obviou grief and t rror that 
her face seemed almost more like a mask than a human face. 
Hearing who I was, she a ked to speak to me and h told m h r 
story. She was a widow. She had two son . One of th m had 
died in the war after three years of service. H e had b n h t and 
was so disfigured that there was no pos ibility of aving hi , body 
for burial by those who loved him-so he had been thrown into 
a shell hole on the Western front. The other on had rved until 
the fourth year of the war when he wa nt home h ll- hocked 
and had become complet 1 idiotic Thi. idiot , a being led 
into exile by hi own mother. They had been exp lled from 
Germany with the group with whom they w r waitino- in the 
station in France and this woman's only concern at that moment 
wa that she might carry her own grief and e cape to om I lac 
where she might die. But before h died he want d the a ur
ance that care would be taken of her idiot hild, who e idiocy 
had been brought on throu h fighting for German . 

I see girls separated from their fath r and mother in cold, 
furnished rooms, alone in the drab lonelin of tran e countries 
and foreign tongue , crying for their mother on who e ho om 
they may never again lay their head . 

I see husbands separated from wive, and son from parents, 
and brothers from sisters, and I say that any one of the e hun
dreds of thousands of crueltie is sufficient to damn a tern 
which either permit them to be or permit them to o un
challenged. 

The sy tern which hunts minorities with mob, be mirche 
them with filthy lies; denies them a just day in a just court, hits 
them down with every cruelty, cannot abide in its mon trou self
approval that wholesome criticism which is essential to the pre er
vation of liberty. Therefore, it destroys the pre ; it de tro the 
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free school; it destroy the pulpit; it destro s the right of labor; 
it destroy the rights of capital; it deals treacherou 1 with it 
neighbor state ; it betra the w ak and inspires citizen to act as 
spies against their own kith and kin. It is mad and it ha brought 
madn s into the world. Becau e of this it is our dut to protect 
its victim and becau e of this we must find some answer for the 
madne , and while we are looking for the answer we mu t heal 
the wounds a well a , e can of tho e who are beaten down in its 

progre . 
The first victim of the madn of persecution of an and all 

minoritie i democracy. P r onally, I hold the democracy of 
these United States of America as dear as life itself. I believe 
thi democrac capabl of uch ju tice as no other form of human 
government has been able to offer. I resent the attacks upon it 
by tho e sy terns which advocate cruelties, cowardice, in justice 
and public insanity, in tead of that kind of government which 
was in pired by Wa hington and lived by Lincoln. \i\ e Ameri
can Jews are Americans first. We tand firmly again t any 
change in our form of government even though ome of tho e 
forms may not completely meet our individual need . ,ve r ent 
those foreign cruelties in this country. We re ent them becau e 
we know that we have within our own structure that which can 
be adapted with patience and with kill and with acrifice to the 
needs of every American. Loyalty to mericani m make Amer
ican democracy adequate. We re ent them further becau e they 
have proven so brutal, so completely unAmerican; that to ghre 
them any refuge in thi country would be to harbor in our 
midst di ea e and destruction. Becau e we do re ent all of these 
thing , the cruelty, the injustice, the cowardice, the in anity and 
the danger, of tho e governments which now proclaim all minori
tie and e pecially our own group outlaws, we shall do what we 
can to provide the mean to heal the wounds of the victims of 
the e per ecution ; to provide for their sustenance· to retrain 
them, o that the e people hall begin life anew and hall bring 
to the countrie where the go the added strength which come 
from people who have suffered. 

We, who live in peace under the guarantee of our Con titu
tion, do re olve to help tho e who have no peace so that they 
ma, piritually and materially add to the wealth of all nation 
holding out to them a helping hand. 

March 4, z939. 



The Morals of Aid to Refugees 
By DR. ABBA HILLEL IL ER 

A CRO the face of the earth hundr d of thou and of people 
fl. are wandering tonight in que t of n w home . They wander 
by land and by sea, along the highwa and the lonely byways ot 
the world. They , antler eith r in group, whole communitie 
uprooted and driven before the storm, or alone, single human 
beings torn from home and dear ones-the ad flot am of scat
tered human families. They wander to known and to unknown 
destination . Few door are open to th m. Few land will wel
come them. Sometime they find them el ve bogged down in 
misery and desolation in ome no-man' land, or adrift midstream 
between two hostile river ban~oomcd human derelict . At 
times their tragic Odys ey tos es them about for long weeks and 
month from one forbidding shore t nother, before they are 
allowed anchorage in some quiet harbor. 

Some of these wanderers carry with them the meager po e -
sion l £ t to them after the plund r and poliation of thieving 
governments. Other are utterly impoven hed, empty-handed, 
with nothing to show for a lifetime of honest work and indu try. 
Some of them bear the marks of physical torture, of months and 
years p nt in concentration camps, the victims of an inordinate 
brutality and vindictiv ne . Other how the ravage of mental 
angui h, the orrow of broken live , of ruined careers, the deep, 
unutterable pain of humiliation. any of them had held proud 
and honored positions in their former homes. Some had even 
achieved rare distinction in their cho en field . 11 had been 
men and women of hone t worth. They had served their coun
tries well in peace and in war. Tone had been guilty of any 
crime. Yet they are wandering tonight along the hard roads of 
exile. They are knocking at the gates of an alien world. They 
are oung and old. They are Jew and Chri tian. They are 
Catholic and Protestants. They are the casualtie of our world's 
great political and economic sins. The are the symbol of our 
age's degradation. They are the Refugees of 19391 

In a normal world, such innocent and helpless refugees would 
have been the first charge upon the solicitude and generosity of 
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men and nations. There would have been a quick and ready 
response to their elementary human needs for refuge, shelter and 
help. In the past such need and their answering response have 
occurred more than once in our Western world. Whenever 
political or religi~u per ecution forced a minority .group into 
exile, somewhere m the world there was a welcommg land to 
give them haven and the chance to begin life anew. Our own 
country was built and made great by refugees, exiles, pilgrims 
and immigrant from all part of the earth who were hard-driven 
by economic want or political oppre sion or religious intolerance 
and found anctuary here. 

But our i not a normal , orld. It i a tragically abnormal 
world. 11 the primal sanities, all the elementary decencies of 
civiliL d life eem to have been lost. A quarter of a century of 
ma killing , of war , revolution , inva ions, civil strife and 
bitter cla truggle, has brutalized our world and rendered it 
callou and indifferent, not to say c nical, to human suffering 
and to the mandate of human idealism. Out of the ten million 
,gra es of the needlessly slain in the last war,, and of the wars and 
revolutions which followed it,, there have arisen the dread ghosts 
of hatred, of national and racial passions, of arrogance and vin
dicti enes , and of dread stampede toward force, violence and 
terror as the sole technique of human lifo and progress. A 
pagani m far more crass and cruel than that of antiquity has 
engulfed our world. 

o that nations today which own great parts of the earth, 
empires upon which the sun never sets, peoples whose territories 
are trul continental in extent, containing vast empty spaces 
which can hold and sustain tens of millions, nay, hundreds of 
millions of additional settlers, either refuse altogether to admit 
the e refugees who are confronted with the desperate emergency 
of finding new homes or of perishing, or grudgingly and condi
tionall permit only a pitiful few to enter-notwithstanding the 
fact that the e refugee , ould prove valuable human as ets to 
them, bringing with them as they do, the skill of hand, the wealth 
of heart and mind, and spirits tempered by suffering and prepared 
for great sacrifice and grateful loyalty. The Evian Conference on 
Refugee wa a sad and disheartening expose of the hard and 
insen ate selfi hness of governments today which underlies the 
suave and formal attitude of their surface s mpathie . Much 
was said. Little was done. Not a single nation rose to the 
patho of the hour. Not a single nation matched the vast human 
traged with a corresponding outpouring of generosity and 
compassion. 

To uffer wrong i bitter. To become inured to wrong is 

- •,.••: 
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fatal. This grave danger now confront our civilization. ation 
as well as individual are inclined today to abdicate their high 
moral respon ibilitie and the immemorial mandat • of human 
olidarity. Whether through piritual w arine and exhau tion, 

fear, cowardice, or unconc rn, the remaining fr e p opl of the 
earth are hutting them 1 • up in an ingloriou i olation, con
t nt to echo Cain' guilt-laden plea: " m I my broth r' k ·p r?" 
The piritual initiati e, th tirring battle-cry, the cru ading zeal, 
th element of mi ion and de tin ·, once their pr ud t po e -
ion , the e free and demo ratic p opl ha e urr nd r d to their 

ad er arie . People , till free, have p r uaded th m lve that 
they must tand by and watch the outrag p rp trat d b dic
tator , and witne the defilement of all the anctuari of man
kind, and mu t hold their tongue ; for the e thin ar entirel 
the "dome tic affair " of nation . 

"Great T ranny! la thou thy basi ure, f r dare 
not check thee!" Thus if a government de tro the lib rti of 
it citizen and rivets the hackle of a mo t ruthle t rrann upon 
them-wh that i a "dom tic affair," of no cone rn t any other 
p ople. If that ame gov rnm nt, under om mad and hame
le pretext, deprive hundr d of thou ands of it: citizen of 
th ir elementary human right,. deni t m the ri ht to earn a 
livelihood, rob th m of their p ion , to tur th m in pri on 
and concentration camp , b mb and b n their pl c of wor-
ship, and through all mann r of un p akable outra drive 
them to suicide or e ile that, too, i • exclu ivel a dome tic 
affair." The citizen of other nations mu t not criticiz . The 
must not remon trate. The univer al heart of mankind mu t no 
longer beat in ympathy with human uffering r ·wh r , nor 
mu tit any longer er out in horror and indignation at th ight 
of infamou cruelty and barbari m, or the d ecrati n of the 
spirit of man and of the image of God in man. 

When were tyranny and persecution and the brutal tortur of 
men and women in an land ever r gard d b th n cience of 
mankind a purel a "dom tic affair" Thi i one of th bla ke t 
heresies of thi gro age of apo ta y. 

Is it purely a "dome tic affair" of the azi regim if it £ rce 
hundreds of thou ands of men into exile, and comp I oth r 
nations to provide asylum for them? 

long a the remaining free m n and nation of the arth 
will seek to e cape their moral re pon ibilitie b withholding 
concern and help from persecuted group in other land, und r 
the spurious plea of a "domestic affair," or deny h Ip to the 
refugee victims of such persecution, or arrest the thunderbolt 
of their disapproval of the wa of dictator and the enormit of 
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their offenses under the pretext of general "appeasement," so 
long will the world's swift de cent into chaos and anarchy 
continue. 

The re ponse which we will make to the plight o~ ~he world's 
refugees today will be the measure of our r~cogntt~on _of the 
solidarity of the human race and the compellmg obhgauon of 
human brotherhood. Our answer will either affirm the faith of 
men in a united world, and proclaim our resolve to reintegrate 
our broken and fragmentized humanity by an increa ed devo
tion to the ideals of mutual as istance, of all-embracing ym
pathy, and of justice and love which recognize no frontiers of 
race or creed or cla , or it will deny this faith of men, and in so 
doing, still further consign men to narrow and hateful provincial
ism, and nation to a tribalism, which will keep them forever 
apart or, at best, drive them into temporary and regional alliance 
for war. 

ome day, there will be no refugees, uprooted and cat out 
from their native lands because of their race, nationalit or 
religion. An irrevocable law will be proclaimed by the nations 
of the earth and, by them, colle,ctively enforced, that no man hall 
be deprived of the right of domicile and livelihood in the land 
in which he was born. This win b universally recognized a 
man's inalienable birthright. Some day the persecution or liqui
dation of unwanted minoritie will be prohibited by international 
law. The right of minorities~~ that saving truth which dawned 
upon the nation at the close of the World War but which has 
ince been adly obscured again-will be reaffirmed. fen will 

come to realize that op pres ed and unreconciled minorities are 
the breeding grounds of international unrest, intrigue and war; 
that twenty-five millions of people live as minorities in Europe 
today and the intermingling of nationalities has been o great 
through the centuries that regardless of what political frontier 
are finally established, some minoritie would still have to live 
outside their original homelands. Some day all men will under-
tand that no country can solve its economic problem by arti

ficially reducing its population through the enforced emigration 
of some unwanted minority, or through taking away the oppor
tunitie to earn a living from one group in the population and 
giving it to another. Some day it will be fully accepted that 
only the granting of full rights of citizenship, and ab olute equal
ity before the law for all racial, religious and nationality group 
will bring about enduring peace in the world. 

When the now shattered and di credited international organi
zation known as the League of Nations, which wa establi hed 
after the World War, to achieve collective security and the pro-



9 

tection of minoritie , will in one form or another be recon tructed, 
and the reign of international law will have supplanted the pre -
ent reign of international anarchy, th e thing will come to pa . 

ome da ! But today? Today the highways of the world ar 
choked , ith refugee wandering fron ea to ea, from land to 
land, fie ing from terror and hatr d, eking new hom . Toda' 
men and women "must wander withering! , in other lands to 
die, and , here their father ' a he be, their own ma n ver lie." 
Toda m n and worn n ar frantically b ging at door of con
·ulate for a vi a which will enable them to e cape the hell 
which their native lands hav becom for them. Today, b th 
thousand and the tens of thou and , they are appealing pitifull 
to relati and friend , near and far, for affidavits and c rtificat 
which will open to them ome door of hop , om land of r fug . 
Toda people, who never needed h Ip before, are plea ling f r 
financial aid to tran port their familie to new home . 

These refugee are now the ward of all tho e who till beli ve 
in God and in God's law of ju tice and Jove, who till know com
pas ion and pity, who ee in the uff ring and privation of th : 
wanderer the common tragedy of th hol of mankind toda . 
There is n<_> ecurity or peace.for any on. of u or for an group, 
or any nation today, except 1n the p onate communion of all 
free people ~ in the pooled ood will of all m n, in the arou d 
moral con c1ence and the a, akened n of r pon ibilit of all. 

We who are at peace mu t know no peace until all thee e ii . 
"of the wandering foot and weary hr a t" hall have foun l p a . 

March I I, z939. 



Seeing Our Problem Against the 
Larger Background 

By DR. ABBA HILLEL SILVER 

CZECHO LOVAKIA ha ceased to exist as an independent 
countr • and the situation has again changed for the worse. 

Hitler de troyed it. The Czech nation has been absorbed and 
politicall 1 obliterated within the Third Reich. Slovakia, too, is 
now a German protectorate. Thus the Nazi Government which 
in six hort ears ha made stateless and homeless two million 
peopl , Je, and non-Jew, is now shattering the lives and for
tune of hundred of thousands of new victims in a conquered 
land which is non-German by race, and which until recently was 
a free and tolerant democracy. Another half million potential 
refugee, Jewish and non-Jewish, have been created overnight. 
All who had lo ·ed their country too dearly, and had resisted too 
loyall r azi propaganda and penetration, all who belonged to a 
differing political faith, all who had fled from Germany to Czecho
slovakia for refuge, and an Jew, and those who are declared to 
be Jew by the infamous Nuremberg race laws, are tonight marked 
and doomed men-they and their wives and their children. Many 
are already in concentration camps. Many more are on their 
wa there to ta te the savage brand of azi sadism and "Schreck
lichkeit.' 

veritable man-hunt is on. No one will escape. The borders 
are do ed. The occupation of Czechoslovakia was as swift and 
unexpected as ·was that of Austria. There was no chance of 
escape. Men are trapped. The March horrors of Vienna are 
tonight being reenacted in Prague. Many are committing suicide. 
Frightened people are seeking temporary sanctuary in the con
sulate and legations of foreign nations. The notorious and 
well-oiled azi routine of expropriation and confi cation, of rob
bing men of their businesses and possessions, and driving them 
from their positions and professions, is in full swing. When that 
proces is completed, another half million or more of "plundered, 
profaned and disinherited" human beings will be cast out as 
human debris upon the mercy of the world. 

[ 10] 



11 

Clo e upon the heel of this disa tcr come the nc, of furth r 
anti-Jewi h 1 gi lation in Hungary. Hungar ha n w ab orbed 
one of the di member d part of z cho lovakia-Ruthenia
which has a ub tantial Jewish l opulation. 1an J w of Hun
gary will be forced to emigrate a a re ult of the n , 1 gi lation 
which harply re trict, and inn an , in tancc , compl tely destroys 
their opportunitie to earn a lh ing. 

Likewi during thi w k, Gr a Britain f llo ving the hr a -
down of the London Round Table nf r nc , ann unc d it own 
tentative plan for Pal tin . By the t rm of thi plan, J ewi h 
immigration into Pale tine will be reduc d to an a rag ot ome 
fifteen thou and a year for the next five year . Jew had hop d 
that Pale tine would serve a a ready and welcoming hav n for 
the vat number of homelcs refugee from all part of Europe. 
Palestine is capable of ab orbing a hundred thou and new immi
grant a ' ar. Under the term of the Mandate, Great Britain 
had undertak n to facilitate J ewi h immigration into that coun
try and to a i t in the up building of the J ewi h ational Home• 
land. It i now contemplated drastically tor duce Jewi h immi .. 
gration in order to insure that the J hall for er remain a 
minority in Palestine. 

Thus,. at a time when a tragic and o rwhelming catastrophe 
has overtak n the Jewries of Europe, forci g rn riad of th m to 
wander forth in search of new homes, the door to th ir own 
national homeland are to be teadily do ed to them. The ame 
wrong-head d and bankrupt Briti h foreign poli of unilat ral 
appea m nt, which ha been re pon ible for the di m mber
ment and annihilation of the bra e and gallant little democracy 
in Central Europe, i now vi iting a similar fate upon the .J wi h 
Homeland in Pale tine. In both cases, terrori m and lawle ne 
have been re\. arded, and loyalty, labor and law have been flouted 
and betrayed. 

The pro pect for million of our people in Europe today eem 
hopele indeed. But our hi tory know no hopele ne . We 
have pa ed through the deep, dark wat r many time b fore. 
We are an ancient people. Thirty-five c nturie have hard ned u . 
We have learned how to draw trength from danger and defeat. 
T n ever testing hour of our hi tory, in every time of wrath, we 
found our ure and trong defen e in a r infor d lo ,alt and 
olidarity, in great love and ready acrifice. And above all in 

confident faith in the Guardian of I rael who neither I p th 
nor slumbereth: 

" flock was scattered for want of a shepherd and b came 
food for all the beasts of the field; m flock wand red ov r all th 
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mountain and over every high hill; my flock was scattered over 
all the face of the earth,, with none to seek or search for them .... 

uThu saith the Lord God: Behold, here am I, and I win 
seek and search for my flock. As a shepherd searches for his 
flock on a day of whirlwind, when his sheep are scattered, so will 
I search for m flock; and re cue them from all the places to which 
they have been cattered, on the day of clouds and thick darkne ." 

The tragic fate which ha now overtaken Czecho lovakia 
should make it clear to all men that the organized attack upon 
the J ewi h people in many parts of Europe is not an i olated 
phenomenon, to be explained in and by itself, but rather part of 
a larger sini ter design. It is part of a major offensive, along the 
entire front, not alone again t the rights of all minoritie , but 
again t the rights and independence of all smaller nation . 
Imperiali mi on the march again in Europe-and in that part 
of Europ , hich has always been the bloody arena of riva 
imperial ambition . ·finorities and small states are pawn in 
thi desperate and infamous game of empire. They are first 
enme bed in a web of scandalous intrigue,, ,conspiracy and propa
ganda and then ruthlessly and cynically sacrificed to power 
politic .. The smaller s~ates, w~ich lie across t~e path_ ~f expand
mg empJre, are ystemaucally disrupted from wuhm, d1smtegrated 
and then absorbed. 

In this skillfully elaborated technique of disruption, anti-
emiti m ha erved as one of the, handiest and most effective 

weapons. Anti-Semitism of the post-Wat' era in Europe has been 
purel , political and governmental. It is neither religious nor 
racial. It i not the attitude of peoples but the incitement of 
politicians and Fascist adventurers and agents of imperial 
intrigue. The racism of the azis was only a grotesque fa~ade 
for a cunning and conscienceless political strategy by which to 
divide the German people, discredit liberalism and democracy 
and disrupt the German Republic. Since their coming to power, 
the J azi have consistently employed anti-Semitism to confound 
the political life of those countries which they have marked down 
as stepping stones in the imperial expansion program of the Third 
Reich. By means of it, they succeed in destroying their demo
cratic forms of government. They sow discord and disunion 
among their people and undermine their power of resistance to 

azi aggre ion. 
Some of the smaller nations and minority groups of Europe 

beguiled themselves into believing that it was only the Jewish 
minorit which would be singled out for persecution and destruc• 
t.ion. They were immune. Some of them even introduced 
within their own borders some of the anti-Semitic tactics and 



practices of B rlin, and consented to act as azi marion tte . 
They erred grievously. They hould have taken warning from 
the azi persecution of the Jew . When the elem ntary rights 
of one minority group are flouted with impunity, the right of 
all minority groups are endangered. When Jaw i d nied to one, 
tyranny is lik ly to overtake all. When there i no re pect for the 
inalienable rights of men or religion or races which a1 e to weak 
to defend themselves, there will be no re pect for the inali nabl 
rights of nation which are too weak to def nd th m Ives. 
Hitler, the arch anti- emite, has now finally reveal d him elf in 
his true color as the arch-enemy of all minority group and mall 
nation in Europe. Th rap of Czecho lovakia i part of the 
same outrageou cheme of power politics and empire-building a 
is the robbing and looting of the Jewi h group in Germany, and 
the hamele exploitation of anti-Semiti m. 

The Jewi h problem in Europe i thu bound up with the 
whole prob! m of the protection of the rights of minoriti and 
of smaller nation . It i part of the problem of collective ecurity 
in the world. It is al o bound up with the cla ic ideal of 
liberty, peace and brotherhood, who progre s has been so 
harply interrupted in our day. When this progr will be 

resumed it is difficult to say. Hard and d perate days li ahead 
for mankind-for Jew and non-Jews al· . The force. [ reac
tion and blacke t tyranny are triump ntly on th march. 
Democracy has uffered one evere defeat after anoth r. The 
League of ation lie shattered and di credited at our £ et. The 
free pirit of man tand haken and frightened toda in a daz d 
and apocal ptic mood, as if awaiting ome era h of d m. 

But though our hearts are heavy and our mind p q I xed, 
we should not despair. We should try to under tand ur age 
against the background of the ages. We hould end avor to 
appraise our present hour in terms of what ha gone before. In 
so doing, we hall gain per pective, confidence and courage. 

What eems like Armageddon at fir t, is in reality but another 
bitter skirmi h in the age-old and irrepressible conflict between 
the religious and moral traditions of mankind, a repre ented in 
.Judaism and Chri tianity, ymbolized in the concept of law, 
freedom, peace, brotherhood and the inviolable rights of man
and the indurate traditions of paganism symbolized in the con
cepts of power, state idolatry, autocracy, militari m, conqu t 
and war. 

The outcome of this conflict cannot be in doubt. Man., 
though frequently yielding to fear, pre sure and panic, wil1 not 
permanently submit himself to intellectual and spiritual erfdom, 
however great the deceptions and beguilements which a cynicaJ 
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government, bent upon power, will through a thousand and one 
forms of propaganda, practice upon him. In the long run, man 
will accept no ubstitute for the autonomy of his spirit and the 
sovereign freedom of his questing and adventuring mind. Man 
does not wish to be a robot, or the blind instrument of ome usurp
ing state bureaucrac . l\ilan wants freedom and dignity and a 
sense of personal and inherent worth. There is also something 
in man which at long last revolts against the mystic adoration of 
force, the everlasting brandi hing of fi ts and against national 
and racial chauvinism and exhibitionism. There are deeper 
source of human inspirations whence well up irrepressibly the 
redemptive power of compassion, love and good-will, the ideals 
of human solidarity, ju tice and peace. 

ankind will sooner or later return to these cl.as ic ideals of 
civilization. We are not at the end of a way, at the edge of a 
wilderness, but on a long broken detour. We shall return to 
the golden highway. But this return will not come about auto
matically and as a matter of course, but only as the result of the 
patient labor and the heroic faith or those people who, in spite 
of the world's vast turmoil, still think with a minimum of bia 
and feel with a maximum of self-restraint-who have lo t neither 
their vi ion nor their perspective, who are conscious both of their 
strength and of their mis ion and wh are determined to carry 
on, even as a saving remnant, in the e times of spiritual crisis 
and tribulation.. Upon these people, working faithfully each in 
his phere, to preserve the precious values of a free society, rest 
today the ultimate alvation of our world. 

There are periods in human history when conditions become 
so bad and problems so involved and seemingly impossible of 
solution, that whole generations are seized with a desire to escape. 
Men begin to yearn for some distant hermitage of tranquillity 
from which the urgencies and anxieties of a distant world would 
be excluded and wherein all life would be beautifully simplified. 
Here and there an individual may free himself from the coils 
and involvements of his day and age and find sequestered peace 
in some isle of ea e. For the millions of men, this is quite 
impossible. There is no running away. There is no peaceful 
valley to which the masses of mankind can retire, and, amidst 
peace and pleasant labor, live unhurried and unharassed lives, 
savoring all the loveliness of existence. 

It is onl out of the hard and bitter realities of life, through 
struggle and suffering, by means of hard planning and building, 
slowly and with many heart-breaking setbacks, that men can 
construct a cleaner and lovelier order of life for themselves and 
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for their children. For all men of piri t this age hould be a 
challenge, not a disillusionment, or a de pair. 

We Jews, e pecially, hould learn to e our probl m against 
the background of the entire world' probl m, and al o against 
the background not of the la t few y ar , but of gen ration , nay 
centurie . \,\ e are bearing today a double load of the burdens 
which all free men are bearing. Fr qu ntly that ha b n our 
fate in the pa t.. It is our cro s and our crown and our immor
tality. Perhap it is the key to our trange de tin underlaid 
with grandeur and with pain. "VVe ne r uccumbed, and a long 
as we remain faithful to the God Who e name and natur our 
seers revealed to mankind, a long a we serve Him in imple 
truth, in justice, in love and in sacrifice, dealing our bread to the 
hungry, bringing the poor that are ca t out to our horn and 
sau f ing the afflicted soul, o long will light e er ri e in our 
darkne s and the gloom shall be a the noonday .... 

For u Jews, too, this age of urge and thunder, of uffering 
and menace, should be a compelling and und niable challenge, 
not a di illu ionment or a despair. 

March z8, z939. 



American Israel-Spiritual 
Background 

B DR. Jo AH B. W1sE 

W E RE looking forward from this Sabbath to the Feast of 

Pa o er. Pa over i the Feast of Liberty. Holy Writ, the 

handbook of democracy, says: "Thus shall ye eat it, with your 

loin girded, our shoes on your feet, your staff in your hand. 

Ye shall eat it in ha te. It i the Lord's Passover." 

It has been , aid that eternal vigilance is the price of liberty. 

lt can well be said that not only eternal vigilance but sacrifice is 

the price of liberty. There is no possibility of the maintenance 

of any liberty-moral or political-which is not watched, hour by 

hour, and there is even less chance for it unless those who benefit 

by and wi h to preserve it are, in each generation, capable of 

making sacrifices for it. 
On Jul 4th, 1776, the representatives of the 13 Colonies 

publi hed a statement, hich they had long considered and whose 

implications, to themselves as persons, they well knew, but whose 

meaning for future generations they could not foresee. They 

said: "'1Ve hold these truths to be self-evident, that all men are 

created equal, that they are endowed by their Creator with certain 

inalienable rights, that among these are life, liberty, and the 

pur uit of happines ; and to secure these rights governments are 

instituted among men .... " 
My brethren, out of this declaration there grew an attitude 

toward government and the rights of men as citizens within gov• 

ernment which profoundly altered and tempered the history of 

mankind. Within the United States itself it created a new form 

of social as well as political experience. It did away with the 

privileges of nobility. It did away with the privileges of rank. 

It did away with the bitter animosities of religious partisanship. 

It began a process of living which was to astonish the world by its 

simplicity as well as by its success. America was different from 

Europe. That difference is one which must be preserved through 

vigilance and sacrifice as it is said: "Thus shall ye eat it, with 

[ 16] 
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your loins girded, your hoe on your feet, our taff in your hand. 
Ye shall eat it in haste. It i the Lord' Pa over." 

George Washington wa elected Pre ident of the United tate 
by the unanimous ote of hi fellow-citizen . He had been the 
leader of their armi , and became th interpr ter of th ir liber
ties. The change from military leader to con titutional e ecutive 
is another di tinct Americani m. America i different. The Con
stitution of the United State is a greater victor for George 
Washington than any he achieved on the field of battle. He 
interpreted that Constitution by his life as Pre ident. 

In writing to the Hebrew congregation in ewport, Rhode 
Island, in 1790, Wahington aid: "Happil , the go ernm nt of 
the United tates, which giv to bigotry no anction, to p r ecu
tion no assi tance, requir only that they who live und r its 
protection hould demean them elves a good citizen in gi ing 
it on all occa ions their effectual upport." 

George Washington could not, even if he had b n a inti
mate} y acquainted with the ideal and purpose of tl Jew and 
Judaism a one who ha lived for thou and f gen rati n a a 
member of the prie dy people, have more compl 1 tel and author
itatively stated their attitude to, ard our ountr ,: " ... demean 
themselve as good citizen in giving it, on all occa ion, their 
effectual support." Thi kind of und standing i American. 
Truly America is different. 

If there is an thing to be aid for sacrifice in the au of 
liberty, then urely the Jews hould be the fir t to offer to acrifice 
not only their mean but to acrifice their opinion and precon
ceived political no ions for the welfare of merican democracy, 
to preserve its differ nee, it di tinction. 

The sacrifices by which the countr i u tained were carried 
to the extent of a gr at Civil War, and almo t at the beginning 
of that war Abraham Lincoln i u d another proclamation to 
mankind which wa a re ult of tl e D claration of Ind pcndence. 
The Declaration of Indep nd nee proclaim d m n p li ti all 
free from Great Britain. braham Lincoln proclaimed all 
people in the United State fr e of all hackle which the inheri
tance of the pa t had placed upon th m. 

The liberation of the slaves called for great acrifice. 
La t week I walked the treet of thi great city looking for 

something upon which I could fasten a a hopeful me age to 
bring to you, my friends, who might join in this our common 
worship. No sermon which I had prepared was adequate. oth
ing I had to give wa competent. And et there came to me, out 
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of the very life of our nation, two revelations-one a very simple 
one, and one of im po ing grandeur. 

The simple one , a that I witne ed a parade in ho~or of 
Saint Patrick~s Day. I ha ·e seen many and many a parade 1n the 
City of ew York in honor of Saint Patrick's Day, and they have 
not moved me. But lat Frida I wa deeply moved. I saw a 
hundred thousand human being marching the streets of this city, 
and a million human being watching them, and not one person 
lost eith r his life or hi liberty. 

Where, in the world dominated b the tyrant of Europe, could 
such a miracle happen For today it is a miracle, and it is a 
mark of the ba ic beaut and significance of the democracy in 
which we live. Truly merica i different. 

On that ame afternoon I read the following statement: "The 
government of the United State has on frequent occasions stated 
its conviction that only through international upport of a pro
gram of order ba ed upon law can world peace be a ured. This 
government, founded upon and dedicated to the principles of 
human lib rty and of democrac r, cannot refrain from making 
known thi country' condemnation o the act which have re
sulted in the temporary extingui hment of the libertie of a £re 
and independent people with whom from the day when the 
Republic of Czechoslovakia attained its independence, the people 
of the Unit d tates have maintained pecially doe and friendly 
relations. 

"The po ition of the Government of the United States has 
been made consi tend clear. It has emphasized the need for 
re pect for the sanctity of treatie and of the pledged word, and 
for non-int r ention by any nation in the domestic affair of other 
nation ; and it has, on repeated occa ion , expre ed it condemna
tion of a policy of militar aggre ion. It is manife t that acts of 
wanton lawles ne s and of arbitrary force are threatening world 
peace and the very structure of modern civilization. The impera
tive need for the obser ance of the principles advocated by thi 
go':ernment has been clearly_ demon trated by the development 
which have taken place durmg the pat three days.u This was 
Under-Secretary of State Sumner Welles' statement. 

The per on against whom these word are directed is a tyrant 
who e acts have been unparalleled in the history of the oppre ion 
of humanit and the perfid of government. He has fomented 
re~ellions in neigh~oring countries, nding his agents and his 
paid provocateurs mto peaceful land in order to set citizen 
against_ citizen. H<: has l?romoted civil war in friendly nations, 
supplymg one faction with arm against another, so that the 
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blood shed by brother, of broth r, rie out again t him from 
the ground. 

He ha uppre ed all lib rtie in hi own land, and c rn d 
tho governm nts which u tain and protect th m in other 
countrie . He has broken all promi e and flout d all trcati 
c pecially tho treatie and promi of hi own making. H 
ha let loo e the horribl avager , and primitiv hatr l of racial 
nd religiou bi otry and ha forced or tri d to fore other nati n 

to do the am . He ha ba cd them on £al e ta m nt and 
land rs. He ha robbed oth r na ion and justifi d tho e rob

berie by defaming, impri oning and often by laughtering th ir 
1 ader who , ere the I gall con tituted ruler f their own 
countri . H ha reduced free and ak r nation t degradin° 
\'a alage. 

He ha , through paid propaganda, attempt d to ov rturn th 
d mocratic gov rnment f the ,~ orld. He ha c nicall ace ptcd 
their freedom a a mean of promoting hi own in idiou con
spiracie a(J'ain t them. He ha en lav d labor an I humiliat <l 
cience and art. He ha, d prived all m _. n \ i· bin th r a h [ 

hi po, r of the free a piration of human b in. . . He ha. 
vi it d de(J'radation, humiliation and 1i id t p n 1 ~n , ho om 
in he track of hi power,. H ha _ i il d hamelc • and namelc 
and foul crueltie upon noble and ignifi nt in<li\'i lual , vin
n r of ob 1 Prize , and lead r of ma.nkin l. 

H ha threatened otl r na ional , ith the ame t pe of 
cruelt . He ha stripped hi m n citiz n of their lif ' aving 
of their honor a ucce or to their f ther and grandfather in 
the citizen hip of their nati ' land, depriv d hem f their acr d 
right and thru t them, nak d and dep ndent, on a world air ady 
embarra ed by unemplo m nt and onomic difficult . He ha 
flouted the prote ts of civiliz d nation in ult d th ir con tituted 
officials, and sneered at their ch ri hed liberti . 

He tand reproved b the repre entative of the Pr ident of 
the United tate . I beli that , e can b acrifi , impl ment 
that reproof. A ray of hope i glimm rina. new lif i po ible 
for the world-but only through new labor and n w toil. 

My friend , it is po ible that th declaration of our State 
Department ma pass without lea ing it stamp or its mark upon 
human event , but I think it highly probable that thi d claration 
will leave an imprint upon men' affair if it i impl mented. It 
can be implemented by those who know that liberty i ustained 
by eternal , atchfulness and b elf- acrifice. If th e noble word 
are ever to make a new hi tor for dm ntrodden man, then every 



individual in thee United States must be prepared to bolster and 
buttress the cau e of liberty with the power of greater sacrifice. 

But , e who know what price liberty-we know that it mu t 
be maintained by those who "eat it thus, with your loins girded, 
,our hoe on ·our feet, your staff in your hand. Ye shall eat 

it in ha te. It is the Lord's Pa sover." We are ready to take our 
staff in o ir hand, to gird our loin for the heavy load of sacrifice, 
and we are the more read to do it if it be under the leadership 
of he ideal publicl tated by the elected and appointed officials 
of th e United tate . 

We join wholeheartedly with Mr. Sumner Welles and the 
go 1ernment of the United State in condemning the acts which 
ha ere ulted in the temporar , extinguishment of the liberties of 
a free and independent people. \Ve know that there are millions 
of per on ·pho, a decade ago, were free and independent people 
and who have been deprived of their individua efforts for happi
ne , and in man thousands of instances deprived of their lives. 

The pa chal lamb is the symbol of sacrifice for salvation. That 
symbol i cogent today. If we are capable of making a sacrifice 
for , he maintenance of our democracy, we should now re olve to 
make one which will translate into deeds its ideals and aspirations. 

1 e mu t make e ery effort to extend to the victims of the 
tyranny which has called forth our 1condemnation, the sympathy 
and the aid which these victims so sorely need. Sacrifices we are 
prepared o make for ju tice for those sufferers will be made also 
for liberty for our elves. 

I and all m a ociates of the Catholic, Protestant, and Jewish 
groups are eager to find means for binding up the wounds caused 
by yrann and injustice. We therefore have placed before you 
during the past month our feeling of responsibility as Jews to the 
great ideals of d mocrac , and our responsibility as human beings 
to the alleviation of the arrows of the victims of tyranny. 

March 25 z939. 
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