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ADDRES OADC ,T __ _ .._.AGE IC EL HOUR. 
TH LE, CLEVE HIO M S TURD 

B Gil 1 RGER CKGROUND 

Since addre sin ou 1 t tu . y venin on th rubj ct o rug 

o 1 ~9, the · itu ti ah 

Czecho lov ld ha ce 

in changed fort ore. Durin th1 k, 

toe 1 t 1nden n ent countr;} • ~. tl r d r cd 

it. The Czech n tion h s been bo rbed nd litically oblit ted 1 bin the 

ich in ix hort ye ra h e t tele d ho ele t o 1 11.on ) o J 

and non-Je "• 1 no shatt ring the liv s n r rttU1 s or hundred .. of th ndE ot 

ne victi in con uered l d hich i non-Ge n b r ce, ~nd htch until recently 

as free n tole nt demo :r c. Anoth r lt mil io otent1 1 ref ee, 

1 i h and non-Je ish, have been ere over ni ht. All o h8d lov t ir 

country too rly, d d re isted too loy ll;y zi ro nda 

all .ho elon ed to a ditterin political r 1th, 

Csccho-Slov 1 for refu e, nd 11 J e , , tho 

b th in OU urenberg r c 1 , ar toni h 

and their iv s d t heir children. any re 

an ore r n their a th :-e, to te th 

•C!chrec' lie l<:eit". A v -rltabl n-hunt on. 

ho h led f ro 

re d cl red to 

r ed nd doom d en -

dy in concentr ti n C 

n of n .. • di 

A, C e. 

are clo ed. The occu tion ot C cho-Slov 1 ft an un x cted 

th of u tria. Th re no chance or SC e. en re r ped. The . 

horror of Y1erma re toni ht ng re- ct din Pr gu. re co 

ny to 

Jee 

hey 

• 

nd 

Ord r 

rch 

uicide . Fri htened eo;>le are ej(in teapo ~ . anctu r. in h con ul te nd 

1 t·on o foreign n tins. The notoriou an ell-oiled ~1 routine ot 

ex ropriat on d confi r.cation, of robbin .en ot their ine ee s e ion, 

and driYin th fr t eir :><> ition n rotes ion, is in full in. n 

th t roce. is co leted, nother r million or more or "plun red, ro n 

di in erited• human bein a will be ca t out aa h ............ de r1 upon th 
orld. 

rr;, ot th 

nd 



Cloae upon th heels ot thi di aster COM th ne or furth r nti-J 1 h 

legi lation in Hun ry. un ry has no b orbed on• o t di r rt ot 

Czecho-Slovakia - Rutbenia - lch bas a sub tanti Jni h ;,ul in. y 

J wa or Hung r • wi 11 e r arced to 911ligr te a re \11 t or th n l gi 1 ion ich 

aharply restricta, and in many in nces, co pletel. de tro1e their o nortuni 1 a 

to arn a liYing. 

Liice •• during thia week, Great Bri in, follo nc e r do o • 

London Round-T ble Cont rence, announced it o plan ror Pal tine. B h ot 

this plan, Jewish 1 :a1 t1on into Pale. tins 11 be reduced to ver or • 

titt en thousand ye r tor th J next ti ve ye re. J e h d hoped h t tin 

would " aa a red an elcoaing h: ven tor the v t 11U11ber of homele«! ref e 

troa all parts ot F.urope. P lectine 1 ca ble or b orbing hundred t ou nd 

new iaa1 rants a ear. On er the te or th d , Great ri in bad und rt .en 

to racilit te Jni h imai r tion into that count o s 1 t 1n t U?buil ing 

or the Je lab tional Hoaaland. It la no .., ... ,,l.,Q.ted dr tic 1 to r uce 

3ewiah 1ai r .tion in order to in ure ha the Je 

1n Pale tine. 

hall toreT r r in a m_nority 

Thus, at a time hen a gic nd over helai tastro h ov rt n he 

Jewri a or Europe, roraing • r'ad of th• to ander forth in rch or n h ea, 

the doon to their o national b eland are to be te dily clo ed to th • The 

aue wrong-headed and brankrupt British foreign licy ot unilat ral a ant, 

which baa be• rea?ODSi 1 tort di ae11ber:aent and annihi tion or th b v and 

all.ant little deaocrac · 1n C ntral Europe, ie no Yiaitin a i■ilar rte pon 

the J ewi1b H eland in Pale tine. In both ca • , terror! • d l le n• s ve 

been rewarded, and lo alt· , labor l • have en fiaunt d t ed. 

The proapect tor ailllon ot our people 1n Europe to a7 a hopelesa 

indeed. But our hi tory knows no hopele aneaa. v ed through the eep, 



d rk ater man· .. ti a before. a ncient o 1 . Thirt -ri e ce uri # ve 

ned us. . v l amed ho to dra trength "ro dan r nd def t. n very 

ound our ure nd trong tin hour of our hi.# tory, in e l") ti of rath, 

defense in re-enforced loy lty and olid rity, in nd d ~ err C. 

And bove all, in confident 1th in the Guardi n o I r el ho nel th r l e et 

nor 1 beretha 

" floe c ttered or "&nt or hep erd, nd c • 0 or 11 

the of the f'ieldJ nock w dered ov r all th ount in nd ov r very 

hi h hillJ ay fioclc scattered over all t ce o h . e rth, th non to 

eek or ce rch for the ••• 

"Thus ~aith he Lord Goda Behold, h I, I 11 e· nd ch for 

floe • 8 hepherd e rche or hi tloc on ; y f hirl ind, h n i hep 

are c ttered, o .111 search for my r1oc J an . roa 11 vl ce 

o hich hey h 1e been cattered, on t h r .. • 

Tb r: ic ... te h1cb ha no overt • en C c ~lo 1a Aho ld e it cl r 

to all en that th organi c u·>0n t e Je 1 h eopl n p rt or 

urope 1 not an 1 ol ted heno non, to ex 1 in in d • 1 t elr, t r ther 

part or larger eini ter de ign. It i rt of jor often iv , on h ntir 

front, not alon int t: ri hts or 1 inorlties, t int t h ri t nd 

indep nd nee or all 8118.ller n tione. I erialisa 1 on th rch ain in 

Europ - and in th t rt or Europe hich h 1 y b n blo rena r 1 

im rial aabit~on~. inorities all t e in hi 'e r t nd 

inf oua of e pire. Th r fir t e es ed in of e ndalou .. , 
cone;,ir c n rop anda, d then rutble l • and c 1c lly critic to er 

politics. e ller t tee, hich 11 croe the tho and1n pir, re 

a e aticall di rupted fr within, di inter ted n en bored. In this 

e lltully elabor ted t chili ue of disruption, ti-> itie h en s ne ot 

the die1t and. most rt cti Ye weapons. AnU-S 1 tiaa or th t- r rain 
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rope h en purel political and OT r . n 1. It 1 ith r reli iou nor 

r cial. It i.. 0 th tt t ot eo le t e DC t nt or 1 ici. n nd 

aaciat r or ·- rl in ri u • Th raci 0 th 

on rtt s u raca • for cunning nd con. c· enc le s olt ic 1 r t 

hich 0 ivide th Germ eople, d1 C dit 1 ... ali a ~ ocr c-- nd 

n public. inc their c in to po r. he a .i h VC con it ntl e plo ed 

anti eai tiaa t contoun th 11tic 1 life r tho e coun ri hich ve 

rl don a te 1ng ton .i.ll the 1 1 expan~ion ~ro ra 0- Third .. 1c ~• 

eans r it. the succeed in destro in l eir ocr tic r .-,r of ov 

so di~c rd nd disunion among their opl . un enain their po er r ~i ce 

to aai a . aion. 

S e o. t e 

into ell Ting ht it 

ller n t1on6 nd inorit roup of Euro?e beguil d the le 

onl the J h~ch ould e : n led o for 

? rsec tion nd estruction. The • ere i 

their on bo ra some or t anti-S tic ctlc 

even introduc 

r ctice or rlin, 

con ented to act a azi rionet e11. The rred rievou 1 . The should ve 

talc arning rom the an >er c 1t1on o the J e • en t e eleen , ri hta 

hin 

o! on inorit groupll are 1 unted :th iapunit, th ri ht or all inor1t roup 

re endang red. hen la 1 enied to one, t ra n i ll el to ov rt i!: ll. 

nth r i no re? ct tor e nalien hle ri t or en or reli ion or r c 

hie re too to det n th elves, her 111 be no re ct fr t e nall na le 

ri hta or n tion hich re too eak to defend th elv • Ritl r, he rch- ti-

eaite, e no t nall rev aled hi elt in hi true color the or 

all inorit roups d 11 n ion in rop. Th r ne or I Czechp-Slo 1 1 

rt of the out eou ch e or o er . lltics nd pir - uildin 

ro bin d lootin or": 1 h group 1n Ge • ny, d h le .. ·plolt on or 

nti •iti •• 

The lewi h in Europe ic thu 

the rot.ecti or the right• ot tnoritie and of s 11 r tion. It i art or the 
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problea ot collectin aecurit in e orld. 

id l of l bert, p c nd r therhood, ho 

It 1 l.o bo u • h he cl ic 

en o .. rll 

nterru ted in or a·. en thi ro 

rogre h •e 

111 l ... reswned, 1 d f icul 

nli 

to • • 

H rd ~ de te days lie abed or nkind - or e d • h 

force of r ct_on blac est tranny r riWDph tl on t De oc c 

ha suttered on re efeat l't r another. The g e of • tion. l h tt red 

and diacredi ed • t ur r et. The fr iri t or t nds shak n nd r· htened 

tod yin a dazed nd a oc l ;>tic ood, as if aitin e er h of doo. 

But thou h our h rts hea • d our ind r l xed, hould not 

ee ir. hou.l,d try to un, • er nd ur e airu t th or t • 
e hould en vor to . praise our re e t hour in t r s of go or • 

In so doin • e hall n p rs c ive, confide ce d cu e. 

hat se like egeddon t irst, n re lit t n ther 1 ter 

skil"lli h in the e-old n irrespre ible contllct t ,en t religio 

and or 1 radition of kind, represe ted in J ism and Cbri tianity 

bolized in t i cone pts of law, freedom, peace, brotherhood and the 

inrlol ble rights of n - and the indurate traditions of paganism symbolized in 

the cone pta ot p er• tate idolatry, autocracy, militarism, conquest and war. 

The outcoa of this confiict c not be in doubt. , tho h fre u ntl 

eilding to fc r, re ure and n1c, ill not e ncntl ubmit hi el to 

intellect 1 d piritual eiffi re t th ce tion n heguil rn ta 

hicb cynical ov m nt, b nt Ul)Ol'l e , will throu b thou and on "o ot 

ro anda, r ct ice u on him. In lon run, .ill ace t n ub tit or 

th uton y ot 4 pirit nd th r • reign freedom ot . is u tin a ven ring 

aind. an o no iah to a robot, or the lin in truaent ot o~ ur r in te 

bure ucr cy. ant reedoa n dignitJ nd en o! r on 1 nd in rent 

orth. There 1 aleo so ethine in hich at 1 l tr vol in th ~tic 



adoration or ore, th ev rlaetin brandi hin of tit n ain n ion 1 
nd racial chauveni a • nd exhi bi tioni •• Th re ar e d e er aourc s of n 

in pir tion hence well up irrepre. ibl th 

love n 11, the 1 eal or h n solid rit , j tic · ce. 

n ind ·u aooner or 1 tr return to th e cl s le i d 1 
• re not t t e nd ot y, t th edge ot 11 rne , but on 

detour. • • h 11 return to the olden high ay. But this return 111 ut 
a toaaticall nd a tter o cu e, t only s th re ul oft ~ r 
and th h roic f 1th o tho ep:t<>ple ho, in a ite o the orld' v t t 
till thin' 1th a inim ot bias and rel t a 1.ua o elf-re r i - ho 
ve lot neither their vi n nor th 1r per c 1 e, w o con ciou both o 

th ir tre gth and of their ais ion, and ho re det ind to c rry on, ev n 
a Tin remn t, in the e t111 ot a iritu 1 crl is nd r bul tion . on th e 
eople, orkin r 1 thtull7 e ch in his a h re, o "'erve th eciou u of a 

tr oc1ety, ·rests tod • th ult 1 tion o our orld. 

Tber r eriods in hYaa11ia ... hi toey hen condition c o d ~nd 
probl a o involved nd e inly iapo i 1 of olutio, olP- tion 
• a eised th a de ire to esca • 

tranquillity ro h.cb the urgencie 

excluded and h rein all lit oul 

an individ l tree hie lt fro 

en begin to ye rn o 1 t i a 

nd e.nxietle of di nt orld ould 

heautitully ia lified. r nd h re, 

h coil nd invol v ~nt or hi y e 
and find eeou ·t red ce in soae 1 le o e. For ,e ai l lion or n, i 1 
quite ·• aible. There no runnin a • Tb r no ceM v 11 o ch 
th asses ot kind c tlr, , aaid t ce d 1 t l bor, 11 e 
un urri and unhara ed 11 e, Yorin 11 t loveline o >:1 tenc. 

It 1 onl) out of the hard nd bitter r 11 tie t life, thro l h ru 1 
and ur • ring, by • ane ot rd lannin nd bu1 din , lo ly n l th ny 
hea t-breaking et- eke, t at en can construct a 1 anar nd loYeli r order or 

of 
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lite for e elve n for h r children. For 11 en or i 1 i 

a c _lenge, not i illusion nt, or s ir. 

e Jew, ?ecially, hould l am to e our ro 1 int 

ot he ent_re orld's roble11, also a ain t th c roun not 

h uld 

c round 

1 t 

re, tor g nerations, n y centuri • 

urdene hich all tree n e rin. 

e re b rin torl • 

uentl th th s 

. du l lo d o t 

Ft. It 1 our cros nd our D cro and our 1 ort .lit·. 

en our f 

8 1:) it 

n he 

t 

e to our t 

ucc bed, tllld 

e e tiny o UD' rlaid 1th r deur 

., lon e r in f i thtul to the God ho • 
n v r 

. n ture 

our eers revealed to m kind, lon e h " Him i n . mnl ruth, in ce, 

in lov nd 1n er fice, e 11n our b to the hun ~ , ringin h oor 

ht are c t ou to our ho , an t f'yin the flicted oul, o lon • 111 

li ht ever ri e in our d rkne , th glooa ==-= 

Por u Jes, too, thi a e of urge d 

hould be co■oelling nd undenia l c lien e, not 

es ir. 

t ~e noon ••• 

r, ot .,uf'f r n nd 

di illu ionmrnt or 

C , 



MES GE OF I, RAEL 

7 - 7: 30 P •. • , E. S . T. SAT 

T e " Tu ess ge of I s r ael i s bro ht to you t b the 

National Bro dc~'""t.:.n ny .:..n coo er t:.on r.:..th he Un:..t d Je.r.:.sh 

Lay 1en ' s Co .1 • ttee . Rabb.:.. Jona11 B. .:..se of Central o nabo ue .:.n e ,T 

York City R•il res.:..le , and Rob:!.. Abba Hil el ilver of The Temple i 

leveland , Oh.:.o vill prea h the er n . The choir of Centr 1 yn o ue , 

under the di ection of r . Laz le.:..ner , will render he usi al se vie . 

Mr . Fr i tz Lechner is the bar:!..to e solo.:.st . 

ORG. J.J 1 ........... _____... Hynm 1193 

R __ Prayer 

CH iay the .~.rorJs (Bloc 1 ; ..:.rchard) 

.R Pr1yer 

Seu Sheorim (Blo h; o::.r bard) 

RJ BI P/I8E : I ta e le sure in pre ... e tin abb i bba Hil el Silver ho 

~ill spea:c to you fro Cleveland . 

R IBBI SILVER: Sermon 

_________ C_ER ___ : The progr'1m cont~nues from e f York . 

RABBI WI ~E : Than.~ you, Rabbi ilver . 

~ .... .._,, ...... LEC~. By the \ ·a ter of J byib on (Dvora: • • ::..1 o ) 

R 

CJOIR : H 

Pro..yer 

#- 56 

RABBI____ Benedict.:.on 

A! OUNCER : The ess e of Isr el" w·11 be hapny to send to you o 

of the ser! on just re ched b Rabbi Abba Hi llel ilver . wr · te to the 

::. .. ess ge of I srael ', 35 East 62nd t>treet , N ,,. Yo : City . Ne ~t vee ~ t 

t· .:s s me serv.:..ce the spea er 1 :!.ll be R bb.:. Jon h • . '.ise o ew York C::. t~ .... 

Thi•' ~ s the t • o 1 roadc st:. g Co p ny . 
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nad·o address -- U it d Jed.sh 
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eeing Our Problem Against the 
Larger Background 

By DR. ABBA HILLEL SILVER 

CZECHOSLOVAKIA has ceased to exist as an independent 
country and the situation has again changed for the worse. 

Hitler destroyed it. The Czech nation has been absorbed and 
politically obliterated within the Third Reich. Slovakia, too, is 
now a G rman protectorate. Thus the Nazi Government which 
in ix short years has made stateless and homeless two million 
p ople, Jews and non~Jews, is now shattering the lives and for­
tun of hundreds of thousands of new victims in a conquered 
land which is non-German by race, and which until recently was 
a free and tolerant democracy. Another half million potential 
refugee, Jewish and non-Jewish, have been created overnight. 

11 who had loved their country too dearly, and had resisted too 
lo ally azi propaganda and penetration, all who belonged to a 
differing political faith, all who had fled from Germany to Czecho-
lo akia for refuge, and all Jews, and those who are _declared to 

uc Jews by the infamous Nuremberg race laws, are tonight marked 
and doomed men-they and their wives and their children. Many 
ar already in concentration camps. Many more are on their 
vay there, to taste the avage brand of Nazi sadism and "Schreck­
lichkeit." 

A veritable man-hunt is on. No one will escape. The borders 
are closed. The occupation of Czechoslovakia was as swift and 
unexpected as was that of Austria. There was no chance of 
e cape. Men are trapped. The March horrors of Vienna are 
tonight being reenacted in Prague. Many are committing suicide. 
Frightened people are seeking temporary sanctuary in the con-
ulates and legations of foreign nations. The notorious and 

, ell-oiled azi routine of expropriation and confiscation, of rob­
bing men of their businesses and possessions, and driving them 
from their positions and professions, is in full swing. When that 
process is completed, another half million or more of "plundered, 
profaned and disinherited" human beings will be cast out as 
human debris upon the mercy of the world. 

[2] 



By DR. ABBA HILLEL SILVER 3 

Cloe upon the heels of this disaster come the news of furth r 
anti-Jewish legi lation in Hungary. Hungary ha now ab orbed 
one of the dismembered parts of Czecho lovakia-Ruthenia­
which has a substantial Jewish populaLion. lany Jew of Hun­
gary will be forced to emigrate a a result of the new I gi lation 
which sharply restricts, and in many in tance , completely de troys 
their opportunities to earn a living. 

Likewi e during thi week, Great Britain, following the break­
down of the London Round Table Conference, announc d its own 
tentative plan for Pale tine. By the term of this plan, Jewi h 
immigration into Palestine will be reduced to an a erage ot ome 
fifl en thousand a year for the next five years. Jew had hoped 
that Palestine would ·erve as a ready and welcoming hav n for 
the vast number of homeless refugees from all part of Europe. 
Palestine is capable of absorbing a hundred t11ousand new immi• 
grants a year. Under the terms of the Mandate, Great Britain 
had undertaken to facilitate Jewish immigration into that coun­
try and to as ist in the upbuilding of the Jewish ational Home­
land. It i now contemplated drastically to reduce J ewi h immi­
gration in order to insure that the Jiews shall forever r main a 
minority in Palestine. 

Thus, at a time when a tragi,c and oven~hehning cata trophe 
has overtaken the Jewries of Europe, forcing myriads of them to 
wander forth in search of new homes, the <loor to their own 
national homeland are to be steadily do ed to them. ~ he ame 
wrong-headed and bankrupt British foreign policy of unilateral 
appca ement, which has been respon ible for the di mcmber­
ment and annihilation of the brave and gallant little democracy 
in Central Europe, is now visiting a similar fate upon the Jcwi ·h 
Homeland in Palestine. In both cases, terrorism and lawle n • 
have been rewarded, and loyalty, labor and law have been flouted 
and betrayed. 

The prospect for millions of our people in Europe today eem 
hopeles indeed. But our hi tory know no hopeles nc . We 
ha e pa sed through the deep, dark waters many time before. 
We are an ancient people. Thirty-five centuries have hardened us. 
\t\Te have learned how to draw strength from danger and defeat. 
In every testing hour of our hi tory, in every time of wrath, we 
found our urc an<l trong defen e in a reinforced loyalty and 
olidarity, in great love and ready sacrifice. And above all, in 

confident faith in the Guardian of Israel who neither sleepcth 
nor slumbereth: 

"My flock was scattered for want of a shepherd, and b cam 
food for all the beasts of the field; my flock wandered over all the 
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mountains and over e ery high hill; my flock wa scauered over 
all the face of the earth, with none to seek or search for them .... 

' Thu saith the Lord God: Behold, here am I, and I will 
eek and earch for my flock. As a sheph rd searches for his 

Hock on a day of whirh ind, when his sheep are scattered, so will 
1 search for my Hock; and re cue them from all the places to which 
they have been cattered, on the day of clouds and thick darkness." 

The tragic fate which has now overtaken Czechoslovakia 
hould make it clear Lo all men that the organized attack upon 

the Jewi h people in many parts of Europe is not an isolated 
phenomenon, to be explained in and by itself, but rather part of 
a larger sinister design. It is part of a major offensive, along the 
entire front, not alone against the rights of all minorities, but 
again t the rights and independence of all smaller nation . 
Imperiali m i on the march again in Europe-and in that part 
of Europe which has always been the bloody arena of rival 
imperial ambitions. Hnorities and small states are pawns in 
this d sperate and infamou game of empire. They are first 
enmeshed in a web of scandalous intrigue, conspiracy and propa­
ganda, and then ruthlessly and cynically sacrificed to power 
politics .. The smaller s~ates, w~ich lie aero s t~e path_ ~f expand­
mg empue, are ystemat1cally disrupted from w1th1n, d1smtegrated 
and then absorbed. 

In this skillfully elaborated technique of disruption, anti-
emi ti m ha served as one of the handiest and most effective 

w apon. Anti-S mitism of the post-war era in Europe has been 
purely political and governmental. It is neither religious nor 
racial. It i not the attitude of peoples but the incitement of 
politicians and Fascist adventurers and agents of imperial 
intrigue. The racism of the azis was only a grotesque fac;ade 
for a cunning and conscienceless political strategy by which to 
divide the German people, discredit liberalism and democracy 
and disrupt the German Republic. Since their coming to power, 
the azi have consistently employed anti-Semitism to confound 
the political life of those countries which they have marked down 
a tepping stones in the imperial expansion program of the Third 
Reich. By means of it, they succeed in destroying their demo­
cratic forms of government. They sow discord and disunion 
among their people and undermine their power of resistance to 

azi aggression. 
Some of the smaller nations and minority groups of Europe 

beguiled themselves into believing that it was only the Jewish 
minority which would be singled out for persecution and destruc­
tion. They were immune. Some of them even introduced 
within their own border some of the anti-Semitic tactics and 
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practices of Berlin, and consented to act as azi marionette . 
They erred grievously. They should have taken warning from 
the azi persecution of the Jews. When the elementary rights 
of one minority group are flouted with impunity., the rights of 
all minority groups are endangered. \t\'hen law i denied to oneJ 
tyranny is bkely to overtake all. When there is no respect for the 
inalienable rights of men or religions or races which are too weak 
to defend themselves, there will be no respect for the inalienable 
rights of nations which are too weak to defend themselves. 
Hitler, the arch anti-Semite, has now finally revealed him elf in 
his true colors as the arch-enemy of all minority group and small 
nations in Europe. The rape of Czechoslovakia is part of the 
same outrageous scheme of power politics and empire-building as 
is the robbing and looting of the Jewish group in Germany, and 
the shameless exploitation of anti-Semitism. 

The Jewish problem in Europe is thus bound up with the 
whole problem of the protection of the rights of minorities and 
of smaller nations. It is part of the problem of collective security 
in the world. It is, also bound. up with the classic ideals of 
liberty, peace and brotherhood, whose progress has been so 
sharply interrupted in our day. When this progress will be 
resumed it is difficult 1'0 say. Hard and desperate days lie ahead 
for mankind-for Jews and non-Jews alike. The forces of reac• 
tion and blackest tyranny are, triumphantly on the march. 
Democracy has suffered one sev,ere defeat after another. The 
League of ations lies shattered and discredited at our feet. The 
free spirit of man stands shaken and frightened today in a dazed 
and apocalyptic mood, as if awaiting some crash of doom. 

But though our hearts are heavy and our minds perplexed, 
we should not despair. \Ve should try to understand our age 
against the background of the ages. We should endeavor to 
appraise our present hour in terms of what has gone before. In 
so doing, we shall gain perspective, confidence and courage. 

What seems like Armageddon at first, is in reality but another 
bitter skirmish in the age-old and irrepressible conflict between 
the religious and moral traditions of mankind, a repre ented in 
Judaism and Christianity, symbolized in the concepts of law, 
freedom, peace, brotherhood and the inviolable rights of man­
and the indurate traditions of paganism symbolized in the con­
cepts of power, state idolatry, autocracy, militarism, conque t 
and war. 

The outcome of this conflict cannot be in doubt. Man, 
though frequently yielding to fear, pressure and panic, will not 
permanently submit himself to intellectual and spiritual serfdom. 
however great the deceptions and beguilements which a cynical 
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government, bent upon power, will through a thousand and one 
forms of propaganda, practice upon him. In the long run, man 
will accept no substitutes for the autonomy of his spirit and the 
sovereign freedom of his questing and adventuring mind. Man 
does not wish to be a robot, or the blind instrument of some usurp• ing state bureaucracy. Man wants freedom and dignity and a 
sense of personal and inherent worth. There is also something 
in man which at long last revolts against the mystic adoration of 
force, the everlasting brandishing of fists and against national 
and racial chauvinism and exhibitionism. There are deeper 
sources of human inspirations whence well up irrepressibly the redemptive power of compassion, love and good-will, the ideals of human solidarity, justice and peace. 

Mankind will sooner or later return to these classic ideals of civilization. \Ve are not at the end of a way, at the edge of a wilderness, but on a long broken detour. We shall return to the golden highway. But this return will not come about auto­matically and as a matter of course, but only as the result of the patient labor and the heroic faith or those people who, in spile of the world,s vast turmoil, still think with a minimum of bias and feel with a maximum of self-restraint-who have lost neither their vision nor their perspective, who are conscious both of their strength and of their mission, and who are determined to carry on, even as a saving remnant, in these times of spiritual crisis and tribulation. Upon these people, working faithfully each in his sphere, to preserve the precious values of a free society, rests today the ultimate salvation of our world. 
There are periods in human history when conditions become so bad and problems so involved and seeming I y impo sible of solution, that whole generations are seized with a desire to escape. Men begin to yearn for some distant hermitage of tranquillity from which the urgencies and anxieties of a distant world would be excluded and wherein all life would be beautifully simplified. Here and there an individual may free himself from the coils and involvements of his day and age and find sequestered peace 

111 some isle of ease. For the millions of men, this is quite impossible. There is no running away. There is no peaceful valley to which the masses of mankind can retire, and, amidst peace and pleasant labor, live unhurried and unharas ed lives, ·a voring all the loveliness of existence. 
It is only out of the hard and bitter realities of life, through struggle and suffering, by means of hard planning and building, slowly and with many heart-breaking setbacks, that men can construct a cleaner and lovelier order of life for themsel es and 
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for their children. For all men of spirit this age hould be a 
challenge, not a disillusionment, or a de pair. 

\,Ve Jews, especially, should learn to ee our problem again t 
Lhe background of the entire world's problem, and al o gain t 
Lhe background not of the last few year , but of g n ration , nay 
c nturies. We are bearing today a double load of the burden · 
which all free men are bearing. Frequent! that ha been our 
fate in the past. It is our cross and our crown and our immor­
tality. Perhaps it is the key to our strange dest • ny o under I id 
with grandeur and with pain. We never uccumbed, and a long 
as we remain faithful to the God ,vho e name and nature our 
eers revealed to mankind, as long as we erve Him in impl 

truth, in justice, in love and in sacrifice, dealing our brea I to th 
hungry, bringing the poor that are cast out to our hom , and 
sati -f ying the afflicted soul, so long will light ev r ri e in our 
darkness, and the gloom shall be as the noonday .... 

For us Jews, too, this age of surge and thunder, of uffering 
and menace, should be a compelling and undeniable challenge, 
not a disillusionment or a despair. 

March z8, z939. 




