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I 

-:;hat make.., t .e present crisis so g vo or th') Je lsh )eople e 

the act t1at it is a orld cr!.sis, not a localized distur ,ance and or.e n 

·ihich the Jew alone is involved. ·; e e t , o ~i saste s of our day li i tcd 

to the Jewish people, Jews could face t hem with much lees apprehension. 

•Every afniction in which Isruel and the other nations of the earth share 
'2--

is indeed an affliction; that of Israel alone is not." (?id . R. Deut. H, 14). 

It is only those crises in human history which shake all things to ~.heir 

very foundotions -- the Crusades, for example, or the Blac~ Death, or the 

World War -- which also profoundly and disastrously affect Jewish life. 

The world crisis is neither localized nor of short duration. It i s 

the agony of a whole epoch, like the Thirty Ye rs Var, t he Napoleonic Wars, 

or the era which preceded the American Civil :ar. The present crisis did 

not begin with Hitler, or Mussolini, or Lenin. It is not t he result of 

the Great r:ar. The Great War as a phase of it, just as have been all the 

'llars o.nd revolutions and depressions which have followed it. 

Nor is the crisis limited to one department of social life. It 

penetrates all. It ia u severe and prolonged cri sis in the economic, 

political and international life of the orld. Above all, it is a piritual 

and moral crisis of frightful dimensions. "The whole head is ailing, and 

the whole heart i ~ sick.• 

Capitalism is breaking up into new forms, like Feudalism at the close 

of the [iddle Ages, and t he transition is t>roving even more violent. 

Democracy which flourished for more than a century in the congenial climate 
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or laissez-faire economics and the confidence of a triumphant middle class 

is proving inadequate to the emergencies or a relentle s clas struggle 

nioh industrial and financial capitalism have brought bout. Democracy 

and liberalism are abdicating in many arts or the orld in r vor of 

dictatorship and regimentation. This thro -back to anti-democratic forms 

of go ernment which seems to be inevit ble hen econo io clas e 0 re 

determined to tight it out, is being r tionalized into ideologies, ome 

of them outrageously immor 1 and vicious. Censorship to throttle op )osing 

opinion and propaganda to persuade and confound men into ready ac _uiescence 

are destroying both the processes and objectives of humanistic educ :tion. 

ationalism, as the principle of self!'9Cietermin tion, hich triumphed in 

the Allied victory in the Great ar, nd h1ch logically should have led 

to eager international cooperation, to an effective League of . , tions and 

to the . rotection of minorities has contracted into politic l isola ionism 

and economic autarchy. The astern orld has never been as fragmentized 

and disintegrated sit is today. !inorities are again being exploited 

and shamefu .. ly used as awns in a. game of power politics. Racialism is 

ravaging our , orld. The id a of race, which except as it is used ideally 

to arouse en to nobler aye of life and service by an appe 1 to a noble 

ancestral past, has al ays been the arrant or occasion for hatred, 

exploitation and war among men, me turned into somethin fraudulent nd 

shamelessly immoral. In its name governments have disfranchised bloc 

of their own citizens, degraded, despoiled, tortured and exiled them. 
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The brave experiment ·hich as made at t he end of the· orld ,ar , 
and hich as to b mankind's a.ton ent for the war, to organize the nations 

of the earth for peace, has been wrec ed and defiled. The vision of a 

world united and made secure in law, in hich the eak as ell s tho 

strong n&tions would be free to live their i ependent and unmolested 

lives, has vaniEhed. In place of collective security and internat ional 

cooperation has come again an almost complete political bouleversement. 

One hears a ain the old feral snarl of conquest and invasion. The 01, and 

dangerous devices of power bs.lMcin and regional mili to.. i)acts have been 

revived. Over all is the shado of ar, darkening the lives of cen and 

nations, Jaralyzing their normal activities, dietortin their utlooks 

and conf uncling their reason. The l' eal th of m. tions is being drained off 

into armaments and national energies are l harne sed to war 1Jrepa ed­

ness or ar rosecution. Acgressor and non-aggre~sor nations, like, are 

caught up in a mad stampede to increase their armaments . This is done 

at the cost of lo ered standards of living, increa ed taxation, 10v rty, 

the retardation of social improvements and the postponement of a final 

solution of the nroblema of mass unemployment, ·ant a,d inaecur ty. 

International mor£lity seems to be non-existent. brazen political 

opportunism contemptuously violates the rights of peoples nd the s nctities 

of covenants and tr~aties, and emJloye all fo s of intrigue, dece)tion and 

terrorization. Gangsterism ls the new norm in internaticnal ffairs. Crimea 

against nations nd minorities are condoned or ignored or dismissed a domestic 

In the name of peace, and un<j or the pretext of o.p pe sement, s meful 
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victories, a the ex ense of smaller n t1on, have gone to ~ arful 

aggre sors default, fre and indepen~ent \eople ve een s ra led, 

nd helpless minorities hav been turn dover to plun1er an d structi n. 

A hol continent of ideals has dropped out of our orld, like ome 

lost Atlantis - the unali nable rights of man, the anctity of the 

individual, the freedom ot human mind, the right or dis ent, tolerance, 

brotherhood, liberty, equality, peace. In many part8 of the world, thee 

ideals are no regarded s blac heresy or treason. In other arts, they 

re still regarded as quite respectable, but none-the-less shabby and 

clllllbere+irlo011a or the past, something or an annoyance, and considerably 

in the way. 

In their place, a romantic, and intellect ly debauched Fascism hae 

proclaimed a violently oppositional set of ideals, derived from a peculiar 

syntheeie of pseudo-nationalism, pseudo-socialie and pseudo-racism - Force, 

Blood and Soil, Volkstwg, Obedience, Leadership, Co-o inati n. 

ny men, even amon the intellectual, ve been eager to listen 

to these new ideal.a and have been captivated by them. They eeem to have 

grown weary of the excessive relativism, subjectivism, scepticism and 

laeoie of th ao-c llad modern spirit, a spirit which eees all side of 

eveey issue, and uenchas all urgea to action in a sea ot latitudi rianis. 

They have come to long tor compelling, dogmatic convictione, and a po 1tiTe, 

unqualified and W1qa3etionin · f 1th. any men have earied ot exces iv• 

individualia. They want an element ot mandate and authority in their 
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lives, and thy eeek psychic sanctuary in mass solidarity. In tines or 

excessive social decomposition, men are ready to urchas disci~line d 

order even at the price of tyr nny. It is difficult for men who labor 

under hard and prolonged strain to rem mber that n element of disillusion-

ent and glamorless realism ie an e sential attribute of any mature civili­

zation. Periods of political and economic upheaval give rise to a ent 

expectancies a.nd to numerou forms of extravagant romanticism. V gue, 

emotionally charged nd highly confident dogmas over-ride all fonns of 

classic culture. In place of the disciplined, humanistic, intellectual 

and libertarian motives of the classic tradition, there come the ecstatic, 

imagistic, primitive and authoritarian motives. The concept of human 

progress through tbs conscious and disci lined evolution of the individu l 

in a freely organized society auccumbs to a harp introversion to a 

rapturous sinking and surrender to infantile race memories, to herd mores, 

to turgid, "folk.1st• yearnings, and an eagerness to 11 uidate t he ego in 

some exalted group Nirvana. The fumist romantics of Germany, from 

Schlegel Rnd Schelling were al ays authoritarian and anti-liberal, and 1 aye 

hankered after some regressive pre-Christian, Germanic heathendom. The 

Nazis are their legitimate descendants. 

Such i the world crisis today, a vast and prolonged convul&ion hose 

end ia nowhere in sight. 
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II 

Such a crisis was bound to affect Jewish life most adver ely. The 

wide-spread suffering nnd discontent resulting f r m t he appalling economic 

dislocations were destined to demand some visible arrl personal agent 

upon hom to ;lace the onus of responsibility and guilt. No readier 

scape-goat 1s ever available than a defenseless minority. The benefici ries 

of the old system, frightened by the rising tide of revolutionary resentment, 

attempted craftily to deflect from themselves this punitive resentment rrl 

to channel 1 t to1,·ards an already disfavored group - the Jewish group. They 

popularized the fiction that sinister and conspirutorial forces have .misused 

in otherwise beneficent capitalism. There is a good, holesome schaff endes, 

Christian capitalism, and oer contra, t h r e i baneful, ceetructive, 

raffendes, Jewieh capitalism. Also, there are good fXtriotic, n tional­

istically-minded Chr_stian bankP.re, and on the other hand, ther0 are the 

unpatriotic, war-mongering, international Jewish bankers. They also hit upon 

the strategy of discrediting every progressive movement, agency and law 

which threatened their vested interests ~ calling it Communistic, and by 

branding Communism as something lien and Jewish. In this manner an 

existing prejudice waa capitalized and affixed as an odious tabu l abel to 

the whole complex of advanced social ideals and attitudes in t he modern 

world. By means of this new propaganda technique, the Jewish group h s 

been made a universal object of fear and hate. A sinister aura has been 

cast around the Jewish orker, merchant, and professional man, quite like 

-6-



• 

• 

the aura which religious bi otry succeeded inc.sting round the Je in 

the Middle ges. 

At a time of a· orld-wide contracting economy, ,hen the number of men 

who seek jobs far exceeds the number of jobs av il·ble, nd hen dimin shing 

opportunities drive work-and-career-hungry men into mu e oue r.om~etition, 

it is not only work standards which collapse, ut moral standards as 

well. en do not hesitate to exploit ny and every advant ge, ho ever 

unfair, in their struggle for a living. The advantage or belonging to a 

dominant majority hich can compel members of a minority group to relinquish 

economic positions is quickly and ruthlessly exploited. This is nothing 

ne in Jewish experience. Frequently in th Middle Ages, this same 

strategy under a religious guise, was e ployed. It as a favorite exoe lent 

of Christian merchants, ea ecially of G rman burghers in Poland in their 

competition with Je ish merchants. embers of the middle classes and the 

?rofessional classes, many of hom have come to conet~tute a new prolet riat, 

are particularly unscrupulous competitors, nd it is within theseeconomic 

ran es that so many of our ?eople live. 

In some countries, particularly in the old democracies, only social 

prejudices are invoked to insure economic pref rences. But in o her 

countries, the aohinery of governm,nt is reeorted to. The hands of the 

minority must be tied by law. In ~uch instances, certain rationalisations 

are invented to juetity- what is palpably contr ry to the spirit of 11 

law and morality. A pseudo-sci ntific theory or race is furbished up and 

pontifically proclaimed not only a sovereign and indisputable truth, but 
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as the sole aalvction or th t ~te. Race is exalted into big er l a · a 

uperior morality before hich the lesser la of politic·l equality must 

abdic te. Where race theories are not opul r, the theory of integral 

nationalism is invoked. Whatev.r the ubterfuge - race purity or · tional 

integr tion - the results are the same. The Je ish m nority l des~oiled 

of hatever economic position, ealth or po er it a posses rxl t e ay 

is barred to any future economic recuperation. 

The Third Reich -- and as a result or the. ressure of the Axis, also 

Italy and other countries - has carri d this Jrocess to its logical 

conclusion - com lete political di r~anchisement and econo ic utla r. 

It has determined not m rely to curb the Je, but to exterminat him, 

through economic strangulation or exil. Jud Verreckel In Hungary, an 

economic numeroue clausus has been impo d uuon the Je. In zi-occupied 

Poland, t e Je ish economy 1 shattered arrl the Jes a e branded outla s 

within improvised ghettos . In other countr'es of Centr 1 and Eastern 

Europe, the programs of politico-economic action a ainst the Je have 

varied according to the politic·u orientation ithin each country and the 

international sphere or infiuence in which each country moves . 

Anti-Semitism has become in our ~ay am tter of poli ical action not 

only for economic r IIOn - to ppeaae the job-and-career hunger of the 

majority population, but also for diploma.tic reasons - to realize cer ~1n 

imperial ambitions, and to extend political hegemony. The race theory 

served the Nazis well as a political eapon by means of hlch million of 

people, Germansby race but not by n t onalit,, ere brought within the 
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confines of the Third Reich. e ei rure of Austria, Sudetenland, . eel, 

and estern Poland as justified on the ground of the r ce aff_n ty o their 

inhabitants 1th those of Germany. Race as thus exploited for pol'tical 

purposes . The s e Na7,is are exploiting r~ce prejudices and n agon1sms 

to eaken the countries hich lie ath art t heir course o e pire, by 

fomenting discord runoni their inhabi nte, thereby destroying th ir national 

unity and paralyzing their resistance to Nazi aggression. Anti-Semitism 

today is the Reich's Fifth Column -- a cunning and e fective wea·on of 

imperial conquest .nd domina. tion. This exolains re amazing missionncy 

c ract _r of azi anti-Semitism n the sustained dr ve ehi~~ it. 

Generally s eaking, the trend to nrd ol tic concentration hich 

has c~aracterized the ost-war era, ha affect d the s tus oft J unfa­

vorably. ore and more of economic activitie and reas of n tio al life 

are coming under the partial or total control of government. Gover ent 

rlll, in the lat analysis, reflect the economic interest not of racial or 

nat onal minorl ty group v:ithin the st te, but of th majorl ty group. nless 

thero are strong constitutional guarantees to protect the righte of such 

minorities, they are likely to be brushed asi e . Unfortun tely, 

constitutional guarantees do not hold out very long ainst sustained social 

pressure . The revolutionary imp tience of th forcee both or th . Left d 

the Right ith the elow processes of the democratic p dure ha d ined 

t he or uthority ot con titutional guarantees . In a die torship, th 

individwu is etripped of all those rights which democracy declared to be 

inalienably his . The individual beC'omes subject tot 111 or whia 
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of an autonomous political arty in control of a rigidly coordinated state, 

and so do all minorities. 

The Jew thrived best under a politic system of constitutional 

guarantees and limited state power. This was the r evalent trend in the 

estern World from the time of the American Revolution to the orld ar • . 
The Jew could claim his rights as an individual in a orld which ac 

that every individual, regardless of his race or class or creed, did possess 

definite rights which wer e his inalienably - rights which e_e not granted 

to him by the stt.te, and hich were therefore not revokable by it. ith 

the spread in our day of the opposing doctrine of state absolutism, the 

position of the Jew who le everywhere a ember of a defenseless and 

exposed minority, was bound to decline shan,ly. And it has so declined. 

Such is the t rld crisis, and such has been its impact upon Je ish 

life. Can the Je survive this crisis? 

III 

If there is one thing which can be predicated with any degree of 

certainty about Jewish life, it is its complete unpredictability. Two 

eminent Jewieh sooiologists, representing sharply divergent points of 

view, one an assimilationist, the other a Zionist, did nevertheless agree 

upon one thing. Dr. P.aurice Fishberg in his study of The Jew, wrote, 

"If, in addition, it is considered that history shows conclusively that as 

soon ns the Jew is emancipated and given human rights, he always disc rds 

hi& separative praotiees and dee hi~ beet t astimilate, au! that nactions, 
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such as 'ere ,itnessed in Spain ond in oth,r countrie uring me ieval ages, 

are at present unlikely, it ·snot difficult to foresee hich tendency ill 

prevail among the Je s in the near fu ure." (. ..• Fishber~, "The Je s", 

(le Yor, 1911) P. 50 ). 

Dr. Arthur Ruppin, riting in The Jews of Today, declareda Wit is 

unthinkable that either in Europe or m-.rican anti-Sem_ tism could ever 

bring about legal disabilities for Jes, Any such legisla on ould e 

a direct bre8.A with the political tradition of the nineteenth century, 

and no state could well take such a step. e must lso remember that all 

anti-Jerlsh laws are irected against the Jes as a relig oua community; 

anti-Semit: sm ie not directed against the Je is religion -- it s perfectl 

indifferent to it . It is ho tile to the Je a race, an as promoter 

of certain kinds of industry and politics. Here legisl ·on is po erle s ••• 

In Europe nd the United S ~tea it is easy to deal with negroes, Indians 

or Chinese - any child can tell the difference bet een these races and 

whites. But special treatment f Jr Jews founded on 8 ch a asis ould 

present insurmountable difficulties in practice. Jes, fS a race, are 

beyond the reach of legislation, and still less c n they be seailed as 

follo ers of certain branches of tr de, etc ., since there is today no one 

such branch exclusively in Je sh hands." ("The Jes of To-Day" (Ne _ork, 

1917.) P• 205). 

Dr. Fishberg and Dr. Ruppin both aseuned that the compl ete assimilation 

of the Jew was a foregone conclusion. One ·elcomed itJ the other sought 

to forfend it by Zionism. Both men were persuaded , on the baei of their 
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extensive studiee and research, that reactions such s occurred in ~ain 

wee not likely to happen in th astern orld, and th t no modems .te 

would or could pass discriminatory legislation ainst the Je., b sed on 

race. But learning, logic, and statistic notwithstandin, the 
... 

ur· nborg 

laws were enacted, in the year of 0 race 1955, in one of the ost civilized 

countries of the world, and the reactions ich took place in pain in 

1492, and the manifold tragedies of the Spanish expulsion, pale into 

insignificance alongside of th • horrible streamlined reaction in moder 

Germany, and the brutal expulsion of J e s from Germany hich is even now 

going on. H~re, in the t entieth century, one c witness reaction, cold 

pogroms, terror and tragedy at Ml tide. 

It is no reflection upon these schol th t they rote as they did. 

They re ·nriuenced by the same optimis hich characterized the entire 

thought-life of the estern World in the decad~s which preceded the first 

Worl ar - an optimism which nurtured itself upon the truly remarkable 

achievements in every field of human endeavor, upon cientific discoveries, 

the popularization of education, the extension of ranchise, tle improv .ent 

in the standard of living, and the increased. facilities ~or inter-communi­

cation among men and nations. Few could look beyond the facade, or 

nderneath the surface of things into the u· rk, bitter primordial aters 

below. Few could anticipate th t great human docum nt, constitutions, 

and charters of liberty, long cherished and crificially chieved, could 

shrivel up over night like eome parched croll, and few could foreeee the 

sudden twist which a orld war would give both to human destiny and to 
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Jewish destiny. 

Just as difficult as it is to predict ho nttions will act to ard.s 

the Jew in the future, so is it difficult to predict hm the Jew him elf 

~~11 act. There is history which ie ourselves make , and there ie history 

which others make for us. ost of our political and economic history of 

the past t enty centuries, other hands fashioned for us. ost of our 

cultural and social history, e fashioned ourselves. The inner and outer 

forces playing upon Jewish life , however, have constantly interacted. 

Wmt seems passive acceptance of influence and impact is not entirely so. 

Israel was never just ma~ionettes; nor NP.at a pears to be original, 

volitional, and autochthonous, ie always so. Furthermore, just ~s there 

never was a consistent and un'V'. ryinfirection in th_ outer propulsive 

forces which played upon Jewish history, o there was never any consi tence 

of action or reaction in our own inner world. It is unprofitable to 
, 

over-simplify J ewish history. There are certain clichee bout Jewish history 

hich are uni versa.lly accredited hich, nevertheless, upon closer investigation, 

turn out to be grossly inaccurate. Thus, it is not true that . er ecution 

always helped Jewish communities to survive, and that prosperity always 

tended to disintegrate t hem. This is a form of eaey-going determinism 

applied to Jewish history which is not borne out by the f cts. Our history 

records many an important Je·1ish community which was destroyed by sharp 

and prolonged ;>erseaution - in Persia, Babylonia., Arabia , the Byzantine 

Empire, Egypt, Northern Africa, Spain, Portugal, an elsewhere . Conversely, 

many a Jewish community survived and retained its identity through long 
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periods of tranquility and orosperity - in the great l pora o t e era 

of the Second Temple, in Hellenistic Alexandria, in ~re-Chr·stian ome, in 

the Bab~lonia of the arly T lmudic era, in estern Europe befor t he 

Crusades, in E stern Europe before Christianity a firmly e tablish d , in 

Islamic Spain, in Holland, in America, and in the ritish Empire. Our 

history also records a pheno enon of cycle a many wadis contain t h beds 

of ater courses hich are altogether drJ and desolate ut hich bed5me 

torrential streams in the rainy se son. Close tudents have not failed 

to notice how often the cycle of recuperation is repe ted in our history . 

The" neration of the ilderness8 , ·ho the P ulmist ch~rac .erized a 

despised genoration and as "a people that do err in their heart• is followed 

by a genera11cn hich conquered Canaan. The eration whom J •remiah charged 
d?s with a ostasy - "y people have forgotten thout number", and th treason, -

"for the house of Israel and the house of Jui.ah have dealt very treachersously 

against Me ••• They h ve belied the Lord," - i soon follo ed by the generation 

of Zerubbabel, which rebuilt Judea in truggle and sacrifice. The ge of 

Hellenizer i followed by the age of the Maccabees . Tho Jes of Spain 

whom bbi 'olomon Alami found 80 deserving of cen ure for t heir aterialism, 

their pride and their corruption, are follo ed b esc ndant, many of 

whom ere crowned Ti.th martyrdom for their faith by myriads who preferred 

exile to apostasy. The generation for hom Judah Leib Gor on sang his 

Hebre songs bile his heart as fearful lest he ould be e ln t of all 

the Hebrew poets and his reader t e last fe to understand, is followed 
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in Je ish history. 

The conflu nee of . . any f ctor, outer and inner, er onal n m.erson 1, 

some purel fortuitous, a tter of time nd place, determine ,. et r 

given Je ish community ill survive ar ecution or .ill succ to the 

entice ents of a elcoming lien civiliz tion. 

Only one fact can e postulate· th confidence bou th,;; hi tor. or 

our eople. As people, e hnve survivedl There ma be a diffe nee of 

opinion as to ho or :by, but none as to the actual f ct. e ha v eurvi ved -

the one peopl th t has come down intact from a tiquity, t t cant ce 

an unbroken line of physic and opiritu continuity through t.1 t -five 

centuries , tne oner ce t t e emplifies in the. ern ·orld histoLical 

continuity and survival par excellenc. 

It should be born in mind, too, .h t our rvivnl r ans ire not 

in some secluded Shangri-La, belt red from danger d ttack y r'illlparts 

of impassabl mountains . e did not ve te in~ sivity in som quiet, 

sequestered land far away from the orld's tern tress nd trug les . 

'e achieved our survival in the very midst of the orld' s mad and urderous 

arenas . e ere invaded. e ere attacked . e ere exil d. ere 

driTen over th face of the e· rth. 

and harassed, through long nd 

e were sc tt red and ro en, hounded 

ry centuries . e clashed ith great 

empire . e resisted mighty civilizations . e Eh e surrounded by 

militant faiths hich sought to beorb u or to destroy us . e ar to ay 

again upon the rack in the torture-ch bers of e arth. Neverthele , we 

And, for our ~ize, we are today the mot and creative 
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people in the orld. 

Some 11 call it mere accident of history . But that is an ev sion 

not an explanation. Such a range accident c be accounted for only 

as the accidental result o ten thousand equally strange and acciden 1 

survivals in our lon history. Such nn explanation must t the incredulity 

even of the most resolutely incredulous person • 

ome say that the Je survived because of hi re ligion. 

uarrel i th them, for there is much truth in } t the say. 

re nd them that it ould be equally true to say that the Je 

e tiVe no 

t e ould 

h relieion 

survived because of the Je. Had the Jes been made of eaker stuff, had 

they been incapable of converting the vision of a few inspired seers into 

the life-motif of a hole peo le, had t ey not been endo ed by nature ith 

the peculiar genius to translate their f "th into expressive and evolving 

laws and institutions, to keep it forever fresh and vigorous by pouring 

ne concepts into old forms, am to adapt it ev ane to profound r 

ineighta and higher intuitions, had they been un lling or unable to 

suffer lon for an ideal, and had they failed to match the h role quality 

of their f ith by a corresponding quality in their own nature, bot they 

and their religion ould h ve perished. It as Judah H levi ho 

decle.reds "If there had been no Jews, there ould h!ive been no Torah." 

( Cuzari -:IT, 56) • 

It is of less moment no to determine no eust ined hom, and ho the 

intertwined tranda of cause and effect can be separ ted, than to gr 

fully the amazin fact tat a long, unbroken covenanted rel tionship 
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exist between the people of Israel and the faith of Israel, that Israel rom 

of old, athirst for lite and immortality, evolved a faith hich exalted 

life and emancipated it, and that this faith , in turn, rough the long 

centuries, nurtured the life of Isr·el and fed its :)Owers of urviv 1. In 

a ord, it is important to underst d the miracle or "The Ark carrying 

those who carry it.• 

But this 1s certain - we have survivedl Not in rotective isolation, 

nor yet on a plane of primitive life or a low cultural niveau, he e long 

and changele~c survival is not uncommon, but in the very thick of life, 

near the nerve-centers of civilization, in all the fields of conflict, 

and, frequently , persecuted and o~pressed. 

This fact of our history, e cannot rite off ae a mere accident. 

To us and to our ancestors, all history is revelation and testimony. e 

hold history in great reverence. e were the firet people to write history, 

and to interpret it. "The Book of Chronicles as given forte sole purpose 

of interpretation.• Our people were encouraged to rehearse and to cogit te 

upon the great moments of their national history. •The more one e Y tit 

upon the story of the Exod\18 the more raise is due him"J for in it is 

guidance and rophecy tor the future. The last Redeemer will be like unto 

"· the first." ( id. R. Num. Xl, 5). Our spiritual leaders based their 

faith in God not upon any cosmological proofb, but upon history - upon 

those signficant events in their own and in the orld's history and 

those processes of the unfolding spiritual life of man which revealed the 

presence of God. History to them was evidence for faith far more valid 
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than philosophical proofsl 

The Je ·ish eople to ay is t herefore ·arranted in dr in deep 

draughts of confidence from its past history. ,bat we ere able to do over 

and over again in the past, under all conceivable circumst ces nd in all 

parts of t he world, we may yet do again, and u ain in the future. Nothing 

has fundamentally changed for us, neither t he orld's mania f or per secution, 

nor our own unbroken ill to live. Our forces are not less today, but 

more. Our powers of adaptability, which the strong life-sense of our 

people developed, have not been dulled. e were able in the past to 

adapt ourselves to all forms of economic life and activity - t he pastoral, 

agricultural, cocmercial and industrial, and to all f orms of political 

systems and arrangements. We adjusted ours lves to conditions of utter 

rightlessness, to restricted rights, and to equality of rights. If in 

the future, Jews will be faced 1th the necessity of djusting themselves 

to new economic and political arrangements, to new forms of captialism or 

socialism, or to nsw eonditions of restrictions and disabilities, or if they 

will be again confronted, as many of them alrend are, ith the necessity or 

emigrating to new countries and of establishing a ne Di spora, t hey ill 

be able to ma their adjustments in the same way as their people have 

done t hroughout the ages. 

The annihilationist policy of the Nazis is not likely to become the 

norm which will fix the actual relationship bet een Je s • nd mn-Je s in 

the days to come. Such olicies never assume world-wide dimensions . The 

Jewish dispersion is too far-flung for one policy to embrace it oll . 
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Undoubtedl many a Jewish community will receive P..ard hammerin in the 

future. any of them will be liquida.t and their members ,tlll be 

sc ttered to the four inds. A new era o Jewish ndering and migr~tion 

has already eet in. Everywhere J e .-ish life , 111 for a long time to come 

find itself under the discomfort of hostile Jropaganda nd the threat of 

an overhanging menace. But unlec-s the entire orld .lunges ck into 

barbarism, and the athological obsesaione of the Teutonic , erv1 hes seize 

hold of the whole of ca~nd - a condition conceivable but hardly 

probab - the exterminationist policies of the ~azis are destined to be 

localized. Perha.s even in the Reich itself time 11 neutr -lize t • em. 

In other lands where governments are resolved to circumscr be the 

participation of Jes in the political, economic nd cultural 1 fe of the 

nation, some legal godue vivendi 111 have to be evolved bj them. The 

legal status of the Jew will have to b defined. In such coun ries, the 

Jews ill have to learn again how to live orthy and undefe ted lives, 

even under the durees of formidable dieabilities. They rl.11 have to 

seek refuge again an they will find it in their own culture and faith, 

in the unassailable iedom of their heritage, in their own communal 

or anizations, and in the pride of "fulfilling th Torah in suffering". 

And they will ait an work for a bett,r day, hen they shnll be permitted 

to walk a~ain with unchained feet the -t-~- high aya of the orld. 

Should the Nazi~Fascist movements end itself nd ehoul n· tione 

return to the primal sanities of civilized life, oon titutional gu~ranteee 

for individuals and minorities will be re-est blished in the world and 
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anti-Semitism will cease t o be a matter of political policy and pro r am. 

The pressures u on the Jew! h group will then be gre tl relaxed. 

A substantial section of Israel no"; lives under a Communist r egime. 

Whether Jewish life can retain its i dentity under Communism an • ether 

Judaism or, for that matter, any of the historic religions, c long 

survive under such a regime, remains to bo seen. The ~oviet Union ha not 

only not been hostile to t he perpetuation of race and nationality groups 

within its borders, but it has actually fostered t hei r autonomy d self­

determination. As an ethnic eroup, t he Je 1 of t h~ Soviet Union Mve been 

given equal opportunities to develop their own soviets in localities :here 

they are the majority of the popul t~one, to bu1 t heir o schools, and to 

employ their own language in judicial and administr tive transactions. 

The Yiddish ?rees and literature h ve been steadily expanding. "The 

departments or Jewish studies in the universities and academies of .oscow, 

'.f i 1\ ev, insk, Odessa, etc., rave em.loyed a l arger eraonnel and offered 

grea ter facilities for Jewish research than perha?s all European and 

AmericdD universities combined." (B&ron, "A Social nd Rel· ious History 

of the Jews• (Ne~ York, 1937) II, p. 514). 

ether the Jewish people of the Soviet Union will, in spite of these 

favorable opportunities for self-determination, choose t he road of 

assimilation, only time can tell. Whether their Yiddish proletarian culture, 

which is denuded of all the religio-Hebraic elements of the classic Jewish 

culture will become so completely different as to set it off as a totally 
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different culture, and ~hether th Jes of the oviet Union 111 a ble to 

re-establieh vit bon of spiritual and cultur 1 unity th the rest 

of world Jewry, re ains to be seen. Certainly there are at r sent no 

indications of any imminent dissolution of th~ Je i h grou in Ru sia. 

Russian communism has been anti-religious . Judaism, alon ith all 

other religions , has been severely repressed . But irrel gion is not an 

essential of communism. His ... orically, it wa the r ligious motif ·hich 

nurtured, and religious bodies hich fost red communism. iodern Soc alism 

received its comprehensive and scientific expos'tion at th hands of rx 

and his disciples at a time • en m terialistic determinis, no largely 

discredited, .as the philosophic vogue. ll'he theoreticians of t.rie 

movement, in an effort to ma e their soci lf tic hypotheses up to date, 

drafted it upon those extreme m ter'alistic hypotheses 1th hich, of course , 

they have no e ~ential connecti n. The fact that r anized religion 

evinced little sympathy for the struggling asses as also a contr: uting 

factor to the nti- religiou attitude of the f)unMers of modern Soci lism. 

But it is becoming clear to man th tin turnin ~nti-religious, ocialiem 

has needle ely sacrificed a mostIX) erful ally and h s dra n to tself 

antagonisms hich ould otherwise not be directed a ainst its real purposes . 

It is quite possible that in time the Soviet Union may come to 

modify its attitude to ards rel.lgion in the s · e ay as it ha already 

modified its attitude to rds n·· tionlil sm nd patriotism and to rds 

c rtain economic dogmas . In hat c ae , Judaism in Ru sia, alon ith 

other historic hich a generat1on of repression has not 
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succeeded in stamping out, may yet enjoy a new 1 ase on i e. C rtainly 

thee is no warrant for assuming that all future ex eriments in co .lectivism 

and ocialization in other parts of the world 11, of necessit, anti-

religiol.18 in character. 

Surveying the ·orld scene, one is accordingly led to t he c nclusion 

that while there are manifold threats today to Jewish security, to Je ish 

rights and to Jewish peace, there ie no imminent threat to Jewish 

survival - at least none different from those hich Jes ere able to 

circumvent in the past. 

The Jewish · eople will remain intact. Even to those ho ould 

escape their Jewish destiny, opportunity has no been denied. olens volens 

the Jew must now remain and be counted a Je • Unto the third and 

fourth generation an inescapable, even if unwelcome, raci 1 i dentific•tion 

is forced upon him. The modem anti-Semite doe not ant the Je to 

assimilate, to intermar , to be converted, or ive up hi di tine ive 

wa of life. On the contr ry, he •ant him to remain the Je integral, 

isolated, quarantined, exiled or annihilated, but always the J e • This 

is quite different from our experiences in the past. There a 1 ays an 

easy and profitable way out from th hareh disabilities of Jewish 

existence. In the t·elfth century, Judah Halevi could remind th gentile 

world that Jewish survival is volunt rya •For, whoever wishes to do so 

can become the friend and ual of his oppressor by uttering one iord, 

ithout an difficulty". (Cuzari", I, 115). 
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IV 

What should, therefore, ~oncern us tod y is not hether the Je· ish 

people will survive, but how? Sh 1 it be affirmatively and challengingly, 

as in the great oriode of our _ast, holding our banners high in a ay of 

battle and storm1 or neg tively, creeping into the nooks c er nnies of 

the earth, siting for the wrath to pass over nd gr teful or the mere 

gift of existence survival? e cen do either. Apart from allele, 

art from the mighty ener ies hich the p st has stored up in us, m0 e 

inertia and social lag can keep us goin for an indefinite period. . .. any 

Jews, e pecially the more ro perous ones, out of fear and personal 

interest, are choo ing the latter course. But the Je ish people, as a 

whole, I believe, ill not, because it c nnot, consent to such a role of 

passivity, abdication and escapism • 

There is too much 1 aven in its spirit, too po erful a dynamic in 

its f ith d too much of the unquenchably prophetic in its traditions. 

When dangers threaten, when the enemy a pears on the horizon, then the -Ark 

of the Covenant begins to move - the Ark hich "carrie those who carry 

it• - the Ark hich rests with the _eople , and marches with t he people -

and the cry then oes upa "Arise, 0 Lord, and l~t Thin enemie be 

scatteredl" and a militancy, a bitter tubbornees, a sharp defiance comes 

into the hearts of our people, and they are ready for battle .•• 

The Jewish •eople , through its thoughtful guide and leiders, h s 

b·en quick to appraise the issues hioh are involved in th pre ent ay 

-~--=====¥=world crisis and to gr ep the true 8ign1t1cance or t e muroerous ttack: 
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hich ie being ca e upon it. It has come to unierstand that the pre~ent 

conflict which is tearing t e ·orlc part is but another ha_e oft ~ eternal 

conflict bet een the" ild tan" and the "Quiet an," bet een Jaco and Eau, 

Israel an F,dom, Ro end Jerusalem, Ju.1aism and Paganism. The neo-pa s 

of the 20th century ish to destroy t he Jew because they hate nd fear 

the spirit of the Je, hich has been the implacable and indefeasible foe 

of pa anism th1oughout the a es and hich ill not rest until it h s 

destroyed the new paganism lso. They are not afraid of the Je 01 hysical 

po·er. The Jews ere never numbered amon the conquering peoples oft e 

earth. They never built empires. 

continents with fire arrl word. 

Their legione never s e. t ov r 

,Jo Cyrus SP.rang from their loins, no 

Alexander, no Ha ·nibal, no Ghengis han and no a oleon to shake the 

orld. Again t such conquerors one can r rotect onoself; one can build 

Siegfried lines of defense an fashion •eapons in rup and Skoda :orks • 

But the Jews are foes of anoth r stamp, and t fe r ,·. ich the ~ inspire is 

a greater fear, and at bottom a justifiable far. The nee-pagans sense 

real menace, a threat to them and to their ·~rld . 

John acmurray, vriting in his book, The Clue to History , sums it up 

admirably: "It (Fascism) discovers that the source of all thi pr~ssure 

to ards progre , equality, freedom and common humanity i th Je. The 

persecution of the Jes in Germany has, of course , the ~rune source as their 

persecution throughout the history of Christian Europe; but ·th s a 

significant difference. It is secular, olitic·l, con cio~ nd organized 

in a ay that it has never been, and it is felt to be the central problem 
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of soci t in hich nll other . roblems !BV t eir roots . T i ne .·'" i­

Semi tis o Gemany look completely irrntion to us . From a p el~ 

intellectu 1 point of vie , the probl m seems, o s y the l .ast o it, 

absurdl r ex.nggerated, nd the pract C<.~l re sons c ce to rove ha r.e 

Jews are a real menace to Germany, the source o 11 her mi fortune nd 

def ate, and the or anizers and creator of all int0rn ion 11 m, an~ of 

Bolshevism in rticular, a e clearly nothing bu r tionaliz·tions of an 

emotional impulse . et we have to facet e act t the Leader of the 

Gc>rman people has no doubt in hi own mind th -t the Jewish _)roblem the 

centre of all problems, not cerely in G.rmany, ut in the orld . It 1 useless 

to dismiss this is an illusion, becau if it i , t dem nds explnn tion. 

"But it is no illusion. It is . tr th. Hitl~. ' decl • tion that 

the Jewish consciousne sf ooison to the ryan races 1~ th deepe 0 t ins ht 

that the ~estern world has yet achiev d into its on nature ; and hie c~ acity 

to reali1e this is the proof of hi genius as wel l as th , secret of his 

power and of the curious fascination ·hich hi personalit ex rts . One has 

only to attend to th form of the statement to see th tit is not the 

practicc:..l po er or ealth of tho Je 8 that he fe s , but he ch·.r c er of 

th Jewish mind1 It is the J e iah conciousness which i the enem, not 

an organized Jewish rmy, not even an insurrection of the J in Germany. 

It s the.hidden penetration of the Jewish spirit into he GentilA mind 

th tis th d nge J nd it is danger becaus the "Aryn" mi cannot 

resist it, but mu t succumb. The task is to extirpate the innuenc of 

the Jewish coneciousne 8 upon t he world . At all co ts t ie 1 aven must be 
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got out of the 1 p, or very soon t.e ·hol i 1 b le vened, ad 

result vill e the final end of the "A ya.n" (sc. ) ran) trad ... tion . 

Europe will be so false to itself t hat it ill create unive ol communi,m, 

[i~otet Communism, not nece, s rily, but Ju~ticet~ hich ill ~ roy blood 

and race as the basis of civiliz tion, d troy the eautie6 and t 1e heroisms 

of the struggle for po ·er, deny the natural superiority oft e white races, 

an or Germans in particular, and produce univers 1 equality and brother­

hood. The Je ish spirit is not merel un er the illusion of these ideasJ 

it ia the force, in the orld, hich creates the in i dea ·nd coopels the 

rest of humanity to achieve them in practice. I need k for no renter 

te timony to the truth of the hole thesia of this book than Hitl r's, 

His ins iration corroborat - my o pede tr an reflection. The only 
is 

difference between us/ that his ill ai.d mine respond to the trut in 

different ays. The thought oft e triuaph o~ t .c Je ish consciousnens 

fills me with joyous exhilaration, 1hile it casts Hitler into 1epths 

of despair . For Hitler the Je ·i8h consciousne sis a poison • . I ve l earned 

from the greatest genius of the Je ish race to recotnize it s t he ·ater 

of Life." (John ,acmurray, "The Clue to History" ( 

See also David Frishman Al Ha-Yahadutft , in hi Collec e 

1959) VIII, pp. 16-17). 

) pp . 225-227. 

The Catholic vant, Jacques aritain, a i)ro ctl the Je ish <.~ ueetion 

from a ifferent angle , neverthele B rrives t t.~e a e conclu ion. He 
/ 

quotes Leon Bloya "The historyof the Jaws th arts t e histor of the 
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hwnan race as a dike th1arts tle fiood, tor ise it level," arrl he 

~eclc e : "Israel, .~hich is not of the ~orld, i to b~ found t the 

very he rt of the ·orld' tructure, st:..mul ting it, exas· , a tin it , 

moving it. Like an lien body, like an act: vatin ferment injected into 

the mass , it gives the world no ~e ce, it bars sl ber, it teache the 

world to be discontented and restless as lon as tl orld n t God, 
of 

it stimul tes the movem nt/hi tory ••• Th diverse specific ca e which the 

observer my assign to anti-Semitism, 11 the ,ay from the feel ng of te 

for the 1oreigner, nu.tural to any soci l group, ov.-n to religious h treds -

ala l that these to words y be coupled - nd to the nifolr coveniences 

p· oduced b, some ~aves of igr· tion, me an unde lyin spring of h tred 

deeper down. If the orld h te the J l , it ·e becau e t~·o l · cle rly 

senses that they will always be outsiders in a supernatur 1 sense , it is 

because the world detests their assion for tre bsolute nd the unbearr.ble 

stimulus which it inflicts . It is the voe tion of Israel .hich th orld 

execrates . To be hated by the orld is their glory, sit is also the glory 

of Christi ns who live b fuith . " (Jae us .ar· 4 an, "A Christian Looks 

t the Jeiish Question" , (l:e York, 1959) pp . 29- 50). 

Is not this t the cl s1. c philosopher r:£ J e ish hi stor ·, Ju !ah 

Halevi , had in mind hen ha declared& "Israel amidst the natio~ is li'ce 

the h~art amidst the organs of the body; it is at one and the ~a.as time th 

most ick and the most h althy of ~~em" . ("Cuzari" I I, 36) . 

There s a form of magic called homeopathic . B it, if you are 

superstit ious , you try to destroy ur enemy b destro~i un image of him. 
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In t.e eye of the fazi nd 'scist revolutionist of moral n ie, e 

Je•, is th i! g or s Jnbol o all tho~e Bi)iri t • 1 co1 ce ts o 1 • f hich 

the mu t stroy if' they are to succ ed. And so they e pr cticing the 

blac'{ art of homeopathic magic u on him . The re hopin to estroy the 

by destroying • 

The Je ish roblem is thus the 

torld conflict a ·n find the Jey n 

orld proble epitomized . Th pr sent 

his ~iri tual trnd .:. tions the ~ tt e-

ground of contending :trmiue of man nd . The Rabbis of old app e: ended this 

recurrent rolo hich Isr el pla s in t e dr of civil· za • on d they 

;· elcomed 1 t . "Blessed are th chil,..4 ren of Israel in all their d elling 

.1 cs, even though t.ey and r p infu l to the four corner oft. 

earth, from North to South and from South to orth, from East to est, 

and from V1est to East, they are al ays in th centerl " (T~na d1 bc ~liJthu, 

Cha . 5) . ;as in the cent r l Hal vi c lled Israel t.e h ar of the 

·orld . T · ti our horosco· el In that house of destiny a our life castt 

The J e .... s of this gen r t tion l ould 'elco e this rol , h · rd thou h .:. t 

be, even aa their f athers before them. God ha again ~ant us gre t , 

testing hour1 They u t again find t :.e strength not onl for rurvival, 

but for a stir -nee ed re istance to the n·11d an" ho ie a in tr·mplin 

under foot all th t i noble and Kindly and decent in . ife . The r ou t arouse 

and join forces for ajor offen ive 1ith all men of 1 a·ths nd of all 

r ces who v r m&.ined ttithful to tl e spiritUBl vieion o life . It is 

not enou h to dofend the sta,;us quo a ain..,t re ct·on • . c.action mu t be 

defe ted b destroying those evils in our .resent system hich 
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possible. A courageous attack all along t he l ine, swnmoning all our 

courage and employing all of our recourses, upon poverty, upon t he economic 

insecurity or the masses, upon corruption and s pecial pr i vile e, u~on the 

excessive concentration of wealth in t he hands of a fe, upon mono oly and 

exploitation, upon the ar rr:achine and the merchants of death, upon 

chauvinism, national exhibitionism and p trioteering, upon race arro ance 

and race domin tion - in a ord, upon all t hat our religion and all the 

great religions of mankind have branded and outla ed . Reaction 1 

attacking the Je today. Let t he Je defetrl himself by an audacious counter 

attacA. Let the Ark of the Covenant begin to move againt There a c no 

weapons which reaction can forge strong enough to destroy us . "No weapon 

that is formed a ainst thee shall prosper." And there are no fortre ses 

stron enough to rotect reaction against t he mighty t hunr erbolts of e 

human spirit once t hey are unleashed. The Je s have been s i ngled out for 

destruction. This then is t heir holy and estined hour hen "the exaltations 

of their God should be in their throats and t he double-edged sword in t heir 

hands." 

Just as democracy and liberalism 111 perish unlese they resume 

their offensive, so the Jewish ) eople will be d•ef ea. ted and beaten into 

servitude unless they fling themselves resolutely into the fight with 

Amalek and unless the hands of their leaders remain f irm and uplifted all 

t hrough the long day of battle until the sun sets upon their victory . 

In a sense the 9resent state of spiritual conflict and struggle in 

the world is a more normal and congenial one for t he snirit of our people. 
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The life of our spirit ac alwa al re of s ord. J aism wa. used in 

strug le from Canaani tish days onward. Pro hecy as born in . rot st arrl 

militancy. The oroph twas a man of strif ~ and contention to all the 

earth. The spirit of the Jew ·as nover relaxed, even in Pa:. ine. It 

was al as braced a~ainst alien influences and the "custom of the 

heathen.• Our position as a _)eople as 1 ays abnormal, even in the ancient 

world. For the ancient world as all idolatrous ~nd Ir el as not. Our 

position as bnormal in the ~edieval world. It i abnormal n the 

modern world. It is oant to be. Juiaism al a conceived of life as 

progress and progress as the struggle of the spirit, -- to re tle with 
and 

gods and meii7to pre 11. Even in the orld to come, Jud· allowe o 

repose to the righteouas "The pious a _ ii'.11 have no e~ce even in the 

world to come." ( oed. Kat. 2. · ) Our people re thus not likely to be 

sha~en spiritually by the tensions nnd stresses under hich they are living 

G.Dd 11 continue to live. Rather are they likely to be heeled and made 

whole b · becoming more truly and ore intir::i ely t mselvee and more at ome 

with their own racial genius. 

Otherwise, none teohniaue for Je ish survival is neces ary. 

Ade uate communal organization, th~ roper eduction of our youth in our 

religion, language, history and lit r ture, the encouragement of Je ieh 

scholarship nd the devotion to and active oarticipation in the up-building 

of the Jewish homeland in Palostine - these are the •ay which ha e 

?roved adequate in the past and which are likely to prove adequate in the 

future also. 
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To the everlasting credit of this sorely-tried generation o .Tews 

be it said, that in spite of the tragedies hich ·ere piled up upon it, 

Ossa on .. elion., in spite of the rightful disruption of numerous old 

centers of Jewish life, in spite of the impoverishment, ex au tion nd 

perse tione hich made or the hole household of I rael one v st hostelry 

or pain, it nevertheless as able tc find 71thin i self the energy, the 

courage and the resources to build in Palestine int enty a ort years 

a new and resplendent center of Jewish life, already the fifth largest 

in the world, and first and foremost in the richness and vitality of its 

intrinsic J~wieh spirit and culture. 

The ten thousand evidences given daily in Pa.lasti e of rene al, of 

broken bodies made hole gain, of buil in u on ruins, of c urage, ision 

an self-sacrifice are an imperishable epic of plendor, t he like of ii h ch 

our own ~eople or any other ~eople has not ritten at any time in its history • 

If one wishes to see the mi~acle and t e mystery hich i Israel, let him 

go to Pal ~-stine in these very disastrous , nd • ar-ridden day -- days of 

wrath and Golgotha for our people in the Dias?ora -- and watch 1th anointed 

eyes t he undefeated strength, the over-arching confidence, t~e superb zeal 

and energy, the social vision and the personal i dealism hich are eing 

poured into the ork of rebuilding Jewish n tional life in its n&ti nal 

home. What is being done th 0 re 'tnd ho it is being done, what common folk, 

tranafigured by a.n ideal, can achieve le a tribute not only t o our people 

and to their sires who begot them but to hum nity itself. 

Here a people - reeolved to live and not to die - is shouting defiance 
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to a orld bent upon ite estruction. Here it i eeekin to ,uild upon 

str ng foundations lasting home to re?lace the tabernacles hich have 

proved so frail and impermanent in so many arts of the earth. Here hope 

is restored to men robbed of hope, nd pride to th humbled, and the ft 

of mis ion and destiny to those cut of, spir·tually dispo r-es 0 ed, and cast 

out of all inheritance • 

H re in Palestine a ne and o erful bulvark for the surviv 1 of 

the Jew and of Judaism has been established, as gre t nnd as rich in 

promise, and to be sure, under as groat d4 fficultiee, as in the d ys of 

Ezra and Nehemiah. Regardless of any futur developments, something 

great and heartening and re-assuring has already been achiev8d there. 

P l estine is today in th , active ar zone. One cannot foresee the 

fate which a aits it. It may be invaded a much of ·h~t has been so 

painfully built up in recent years again laid in ruins and aahee . Should 

the Axis po ers win and should they carr out their threats, Jewish 

Palestine will be dismantled . Then the ork of rebuilding it fter this, 

the Third Destruction, will have to be resumed b,; a .other gener,tion of 

Jews. But resumed it wi 1 bel It is ~uestionable, however, heth ~r even 

an Axis v ctory will lead to the total disruption of the Yiehuv. Both 

economic and imoerlal considerations may dictute a far les disru tive olt y . 

Should the Allied powere win, it is ?ro •bly th t greater op?ortunities 

will be forthcoming for increasin nnd strengthening the J ish Homeland. 

Under such circumstances, while P~lestir.e 11, of course, not ontain 

at ny tim . in the calculable future the .ajority of th Jewish people , 
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it ·ill loom ever larger as the fatherland of our eople on as· mighty 

cultural and spiritual reservoir for orld Je rr. 

And so the Jewish eople faces the critic 1 days ahe d not· 'thout 

fears and misgivings, not ithout dark moments of ny and despair - for 

great is the wrath and terror and the menace -- but fundamentally unshaken. 

Jews are carrying on, many of them maanificently. itne the remarka le 

outpouring of loyalty, compassion and help on the p·rt of Je ·s throughout 

the orld for those of their fello -Je ·s ho find t· emselves in the iron 

crucible of affliction. All this is evidence of an inner soundne s, of n 

unbroken solidarity. Thoughtful Je.e kno their history. They now their 

resources. They have taken the meaaure of their enemies. They un erstand 

the ~orld significance of their great tribulation. Other n tionn of 

antiquity, when they ere defeated ackno ledged that their gods hBrl een 

defeated. The Je·s alwaye . eaw in their efeat the triumph of their God .•• 

In all this there is balm and healing . They 'mo too that hope is a c inal 

dogma of t~eir ancient faith ~hich they mwt not bandon. The first q e tion 

which a man is asked on Judgment Day is, according to our S r-·e , " "Did 'OU 

hope fore lvation?• 

Hope - and 1111 

Solomon ibn Verga tells this st ry in his Shebet Yehudah. A slu. -

load of Jewish refugees from Spain wa ,ept by the lague, nd the c~ptain 

of th ship cast them all ashore upon a barren and uninhabited coast . ost 

of the unfortunate refugees perished from hunger. Some ~f them re sed 

on de er ely to fJnd some hum n habitation. Among them ae a r.ian, his 

wife and his two children. They struggled on through the barren aate, 
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until the other fainted n died . e an then c rried h child en in 

his ums nnd upon his shoulder until he, to~, fell do an inted from 

hunger and exhaustion. hen he ccune to, he discover~d tl t h·s to 

children had died. He~ en arose and saids ",star of the Univ ~rse, much 

art Thou doing to cake ma forsa{e my faith. Kno, r sure, that in s~ite 

of Thee, I am a Jew and I shall remain a Je, and at no ing that Thou 

hast brought U?On me or art likely to bring upon me will ~ke any 

difference . " He t hen covered t he odies of hie dead children ·ith earth 

and scrub and alked on into the 1 erne~s to find a human abode. 

(Ibn Verga, "Shebet Yehudah" (Hanover 1855) ?• 90) 

Here is spiritual resolutenes~ 

Here i will-po er hich a s to the 

the bitter cry of challenge rung fro 

ich mate e divine omnipotence1 

oun ins Be ye remov d1 ere, in 

th e rt of t ~is tortured Span sh 

refugee, i anoth r key t th mystery of Je·.ish surviv 1 ••• 
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THE .ORLD CRISIS AND JE -I H URVIVAL 
Dr . Abba Hillel ilver 

•hat makes the pre~ent crisis so grave or the Je ·sh oeo le is he f .., 

that it is a world crisis , not a localized dis urbance and one in ·hich he Je·!, 

alone , is involved . ere the dis Asters of our a"l r limi ed o the J e ish eo le , 

e J e s could face them i th much less 13-oorehension . J l,/f,J !,, ., i, e ~ ,J G 
J -;uJli //#J6 /J,JJJ, J.t -:,)J b I / , -,j - °"'c f,;J../\ll p/;6 ., 

,l) {M,1?..])wf~t'f. • It is onl those crises in human his tor 1, hich share _,ll 

things to the·r v~ foun utions - the ~ru es for ex· ple, or he Black Death, or 

the orld ,ar - hich also profoundly and dis:str 

The ~orld crisis is neithe locali?.ed nor 

Jew·sh life . 

iP he on: of a 

' hole epoch , like the Thirty Years Var, - the Na oleonic vars or the era ··.hi h 

receded the Ameri an Civil ,ar. The resent crisis did not begin i h Hiler or 

u solini , or Lenin . It is not the result of the ea ar . he Gre~t ar, as a 

phase of it, jut as have een all the wars nd revolu ions and de ressions which 

have follo edit . 

Nor is the crisis limited to one de. rtment of social life . It enetrates 

all . It is a severe and rolonged crisis in the economic , , olitical and international 

life of the orld . bove all , it i a spiritual an moral crisis of fri h ful 

dimensions . II The whole head is ailing, and the .hole heart is sick . ' 

Capitalism is bre kin up into new form~, like feudalism at the close of the 

. iddle Ages , and the transition is ~rovin even more violen . Democruc which 

flourished for more than a cen u in the con~enial climate of laisser-f ire economics 

and the confidence of a tri phant middle class is provin inadequa e to the 

emergencies of a relentless clas~ s·ruggle which industrial d financial ca i alism 

have brought about . Democ1ac and libe alism are abdicatin in many arts of the 

world in favor of diet torship and r egi~entation. This throw-back to~ ti-democratic 

forms of overnm ~nt which seems to be inevitable when economic classes are et rmined 

• 



to fight it out , is being rationalized into ideologies, some of them outra eo sly 

immoral and vicious . Censorship to throttle o 1osing opinions and oropa nda to 

persuade and confound men into ready acquiescence are destroying both the proceP es 

and objectives of hu:.anistic ed cation . Nationalism, a the principle o self-deter­

mina ion, which triumphed in the llied victory in the reat ~,ar, and hich logically 

should h ve led to eager international cooperation, to an effective League of Na ions 

and to the orotection of minorities has contracted into political isolationism and 

ecJnomic autarch . The iestern •orld has never been as fragrnentized and disintegr·ted 

as it is today . Uiinori ties are aaain being exploited an shamefully u ed as o wns 

in a game of po er politics . l~cialism is ravaging our arld . The idea of race 

which , efcept as it is used ideally to arouse men to nobler was of life nd service 

b an appeal to a noble ancestral past, has always been the warrant or occasion for 

hatred, exploitation and war among men , has turned into something fraudul,nt an 

shamelessly immoral . In its name governments have disfranchised blocs of their ovm 

citizens, degraded, despoiled, tortured and exiled them . 

The brave experiment which was m de at the end of the orld 0 ar, and • ·hich 

was to be mankind's tonement for the war , to organize the nat·ons of the eartn for 

peace, has been wrecked and defiled . The vision of 
_,/.7JI- ~ 

orld united and made etFoAg 

in law, in which the eak as well as the strong nations would be free to live their 

independent and unmolested lives , has vanished . In place of collective security 

and intern tional cooperation , one boo.rs again the old feral snarl of conauest 
UlA~ 

and invasion . The old and dangerous devices of po er balancing and regional vs ,,,B...~ 
~ 
~ revived . Over all is the shadow of war , arkening the lives of men and n'tions, 

~aralyzing their normal activities , distorting their outlooks and confounding t' eir 

reason . The wealth of nations is being drained of into armaments and national energies 

are all harnassed to war preparedness . Aggressor and non-aggressor nations, alike , are 
~ caught up in a eiiM s ampede to increase their armaments . This is done qt the cost 
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of lowered standards of living, increased taxa ion, povert- , he r e t r dation of 

social improvements and the postponement of a final sol tion of he roblems of mass 

unemployment, want an insecurity. 

..IL 
Internati onal morality seems to be non-exist~nt. A br zen . olitical opportunism 

contemptuously violates the rights of peoples+ and the sane ities o_ covenaL+r n d 

t r e~ties, and ssamele~~ly employs all forms of intrig e, deception nd terrori zat i on. 

Gangsteri~m is the ne norm in internation 1 affairs. Crimes a ainct natior ~nd 

minorities are condoned or ignored or dismif·~ed s dome~tic affair. In +he name of 

peace, and under the oretext of appeasemen, shameful victories, at he ex e se of 

smaller nations, have gone to powerful aggressors by default, free and j nde 1enden 

eoples have been strangled, and helplecs minorites have b en urned over to plunder 

and destruction. 

A vhole continent of ideals has dropped out o our orld, like s ome lo~t Atlant i~ -

the unalienable rights of man, .he sanctit • of t he indivi dual, the freedom of he h ·n 

mind, the right of dissent, olerance, broth erhood, libert:r , eaualit , pea e. In 

many parts of the world, these id als are nm· regarded as lack h res;y or reason. In 

other parts, hey a re still regarded as quite respectable, hut none-the -lees shabb r 

~ /JlJlµe...t:A ; "'<;, 
and cumberso~heirlooms of the past, ?epY IMeh of an anno ·ance, and con i derabl in 

the a- .... 

In their place, a romantic, dynamic and intellec ually debauched ~asci~m has 

proclaimed a violently opoositional set of ideals, derived from a peculi r s~n hesis 

of pseudo-nationalism, pseudo-socialism and pseudo-racism -- Force , Blood and oil, 

'Volkstum~ Obedience, Leadership, Co-ordin· ion .... 

an men, even among the intellectu ls 

new ideals and have been ca otivated b them. 

h·ve been eager o lis en to th e 
~lo 

The h ve gro n weary of he exce r- iv 
/\ 

relativism, subjectivism and ceoticism of the o-called mo ems irit, a soirit "hich 

sees all sides of eve issue, and r uenches all urges to action in A sea of lati udinar­
.e..,~ ~~ 

ianism. ~ long~ for compelling, dogm tic convictions, and positive 
I 
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U."lq_ualified A.nd unquPstioning faith. Hany r.ien have wearied of evcessive individur-\lis • 

The ant an element of m~ndate and aut ority int eir lives, nd they see sychic 

sanctup,.r, in '!l ss solidarity. In times of e , cessive social decomposition,?nen are 

ready to uurchase discinline and order even at the nrice of tyranny. It is difficult 

fr men who 1 bor under hard and ur longed strain to re~ember that n ele ent of 

disillusionment and glanorless realisn is an essential attribute of any m~ture 

civilization. Periods of political and economic upheavel ive rise to ardent 

exnectancies and to numerous forms of extravagant romanticis~. ague, eM ti nally 

chru-ged and highly confident dornnas over-ride all forms of classic culture. In 

~lRce of the disciplined, hUI!lanistic, intellectual and libertarian motives of the 

classic tradition, there come the ecstatic, iMa_eistic, nrimitive and authoritarian 

motives. The concept of hu~an nrogress through the c nscious evolution of the 

individual in a freely organized society succumbs to a sharp retroversion to herd 

mores, turgid "folkist" : earnings, a primordi 1 race libido, and an eagerness to 

liauid t~ the ego in some e alted group l irvana. The fu.rnist r antics of Gernany, 

from Schleeel and Schellin on, were always authorit,rian and anti-liberal, nd 

a avs hankered after soce nr e~hristian, GP-rraanic heathendom. The #-azis re their 

legiti~ te de cendants. 

Such is the orld crisis to-d~y, a vast and nrolonged c nvulsion hose end 

is no here in sight . 

Such a crisis was bound to affect J ewish life most adversel. The wide-spread 

suffering and disc ntent resulting fr mt e vat economic dislocations as 

destined to demands me visible and rsonal a6 ent upon whom to place the onus of 

responsibiltty and guilt. lo readier sca~e-goat is ever available than a defenseless 

minority. The beneficiaries of the old system. frightened by the risi tide of 

revoluti~nary resentMent, attempted craftily to deflect from themselves this 

nunitive resentment and t c~a nel it to an already disfavored group the Jewish 

group. The,po_ ularized the fiction that sinister and conm,iratorial forces h ve 

misused n otherwise beneficent capitalism. There is a e od, wholes me, "schaffendes" , 

Chri tian c _italism, nd
1 

r contra, there is a b, neful, destructi e "raffendes", 
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Jev,ic.-h capitalism. Also , ~ th i:: re are ~ good, a riotic nation listically-minded 
t&,ull.A.L 

Chric-tian bankers , and 1on the othPr hand, ,.._the unpc trio ic, war-mongering, intern ional 

Je~ish bankPrs . The~ also hit upon he strateg of discre itine ever progre rive 

movement, agency and law vhich threc..ten d their v sted interest b c lline- it 

Communi t.ic , und by br nding Communism as somethin alien and Je ·ish . In this 

manner an existing prejudice was c nitalized and affixed as an odius tabu lat/i.b to 

the whole complex of advanced social ideals and attitudes in th modern world . By 

means of this new propaganda technioue, the Jewish group has been made a univ rs 1 

object of fear and hate . A sinister aura has been cast around he Jev1ish orker, 

merchant, and professional man, ouite like the aura ~hich r Pligious bi or · succeeded 

in casting r und he Jew in the Middle A es. 

At a time of a world-wide contracting econom ' , when he number of men vho seek 

jobs far exceeds the number of jobs available, and if en dimini hing or ortunities 

drive iork-and career-hun r men into murderous competition, it i not onlJ work standards 

which collapse , tut mor 1 stand rds as ell. Men do no hesitate to ex loit any and 

every advant e, howevt r unfair, in their st _g-le for a living . The fsrt~i*efts 

advantage of be1onging to a dominant majorit. which can compel member of a minori y 

group to relinauish economic positions is cuickl) and ruthle~sly exploited. This 

is nothing nev in Jewish experience. 
I 

requentl) in the iddle Ages, this ame 

strategy,under a religious guise, was employed. It was a favorite expedien of 

Christian merchants, especiall of German burfhers in Poland in heir compet·tion 

with Jewish merchants. embers of the middle classes and the pro essional cla ses, 

many of whom have come to constitute a ne proletariat , are particul rl) unscrupulous 

~~ 
.ill eem~e~i~18R., and it is w·thin these economic ranges that so m n of our eople live. 

In some countrie, particul rly in he old democracies, only social prejudices 

are invoked to insure economic pref .rences. But in other countries, the machiner of 

government i resorted to. The hands of the minority mu t e tied b· la~. In such 

in tance , certain rationalizations re invented to justif wha is alpabl contr ry 

to the spirit of all law ~nd moralit. A pseudo-scientific theory of race is 
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furbi~hed up and pontifically procl&imed not only as sovereign ru1 indisput ble ruth, 

but as the sole salvation of the tate. Race ·s exalted into a hi her la and a 

superior morality before which the les er la . of political equa lit ' must abdic te. 

Where race theories are not popular, the theory of integral n ionalism i s invoked. 

hatever the subterfuge - race purit, or national integration - the results are the 

same. 'l'he Je ish minorit is despoiled of whatever economic osition, ·ealth or 
75 

pover it may possess and the wa is barred M- any future economic recuper a ion. 

The hird Reich - and as a result of the pressure of the Axis, lso Italy -

has carried this process blnoa~h to its logical conclusion - complete political 

disfranchiserrent and economic outla r -. 
(} t -e.11.A-

T~e~ a&H@ deternined not to curb the Je , ( 
.:ruc-l°'V~. 

or exile." In but to exterminate him, ei~h~ through economic strangul tion 

Hungary, an economic "nu.meru clausus" ha s been imposed uoon t he Jew. In Poland, 

sporadic restrictive mea ures have been enacted, and only he uncertain in ernational 

status of oland, hovering between the two worlds of he Axis and the so-called 
~(Q_ 

democratic front, has restrained the government from enacting a ~Getielst& code of 

81'8!8ti.e anti-.J e ish l egi l a tion in order to force a majority of olish J e '.T - to 

emigrate. In other cou.n ries of Lentral and E~stem Europe, the orograms of noli ico-

economic action ainst the Jew have varied according to the political orient!tion 
QA,G~ 

within each country and the intcrna ional sphere of influence in which~ coun ry 

moves. 

Anti-~emitism has become in our day a matter of political ac ion not only for 

economic reasons - to appeas the job-and-career hunger of th majority popul tion, but 

also for diplomatic reasons - to realize certain imperial ambi ·ons,and to extend 

politic 1 hegemony. The race theor served the Na7,is well as a political ·e pon bytM~1 

which millions of people, GPrmans by r ce but no b nationality, wer e brought 

ithin the confines of the Third Reich. Thr seizure o As ri, udetenl nd, and emel, 

was justified on the round of the race affinit cf their inhabitants with those of 
German. Race was exploited for oli ical purposes. The same Nazis are exploiting 
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race prejudices and antagonisms to weaken the camtrie which lie ath a r heir cour e 

of empire, by fomenting discord among their inhabit ants, there : des roying their 

national unit and paralyzing their resistance to Nazi aggression. Anti-semi t i m tod y 

is the rteich's Fifth Column, - a cunning and effective wea on of imperial conauest 

and domination. This explains the amazing "missionary" ch racterof Nazi Anti-semi ism 

and the sustained drive behind it. 

Gene rally speaking, the trend toward pol·tical concentration which has character­

ized the post-war era, has affected the status of the Jew unfavorable. More and more 

of economic activitie and areas of national life are c ming under the partial or 

total control of government. Government will, in the last analJsis, reflect the 

economic interest not of a racial or national minority roup within the ta e, but of 

the majority group. Unle s there are strong constitutional guarantees to protect the 

rights of such minorities, they are likely to be brushed aside . Unfortunately, 

constitutional guarantees do not hold out very lon ainst sus ained social pre8sure . 

The revolutionary impatience of the forces both of the Left and the night ~ith the 

slow process of the democratic rocedure has undennined the moral au hority of 

constitutional guarantles. In a dictatorship, the individual i stripped of all 

those rights which democrac declared to be-his"Jinalienabl). The individual becomes 

subject to the will or whim of an autonomous political party which ie in control of 

a rigidly coordinated state, and so do all minorities . 

The Jew thrived best under a political system of constitu ional guarantf es 
~rA. and limited state power . This was the prevalent i:R @i8tJBPNl8Rt in the , stern orld 

" 
from the time of the limerican Revolution to the World Var . The Jew could claim his 

rights as an individual in a world which acknov-ledged that ev .r · individual, reg rdless 
~ 'j.__ 

of his race or class or creed,(posse~s•- definite rights hich were his inalienabl -

ri hts which were 

revokable b it . 
~ the position 

not granted to him by he S te, and hich were th refore not 

~ ~ ~./ 
ith the spreadraf the opoosing doc rine of state absolutism ift OW · 

of the Jew,who is ever where a member of a defenseless and exposed 
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minority, was bound to decline sharply. And it h s so declined. 

Such is the world crisis, and such has been its in:pac upon Jewish life. 

Can the Jew survive this crisis? 

If there is one thing hich can be predicated with an~ degree of certaintJ 

about Jewish life, it is its complete unpredic ability. Two eminent Jewish sociolo is s, 

representing sharpl) divergent points of view, one an a simil tionist, he other a 
-zt,.!.-;.'J,'J~ 

Zionist, were able, nevertheless, to agree upon one or two -.tpwB. Dr. aurice Fishber 

in his study of "The Jew", wrote: "If, in addition, it is con icered h8t history 

shows conclusively that as soon as the Jew is emancipated and given human rights, 

he alwa~s discards his separative Drac ices and doe~ his best to assi.n:il e, and that 

re ctions, such as were witnessed in Spain and in other countries during medieval 

ages, are at present unlikely, it is not difficult to foresee hich .endencJ ill 

prevail among the Jews in the near future." (p. 50) 

Dr. Arthur Ruppin, writing in "The Jes of Toda", decl red: "It is unthinkable 

that either in Europe or America anti-Bemitism could ever rin about legal disabilities 

for Jes. Anly such legislation would be a direct break with the politica1 trad·tion 

"' of the ninteenth century, and no State could well take such a step. We mu t also 
a 

remember thatal..l anti-Jewieh laws are directed against the Jes aslreli ious 

communit; anti-Semitism is not directed against the Jewish religion -- it is 

perfectl~ indifferent to it. It is hostile to the Jes as a race, and as oromoters 

of certain kinds of industry and politics. Here legi lat-on is po ·erless .... 

"In .t:.urope and the United aJtates it is eas to dea:l with negroes, Indians or 

Chinese -- an child can tell the difference between these r·ces and whites. But 

special treatment for Jews founded on sch a basis would present insurmount le 

difficulties in practice. Jews, as a race, are beyond he reac of legi~lation. 

and still less can the be a sailed as followerc of cer ain branches of trane, etc., 
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since there i todaJ no one such branch exclusivel in Je ish hands." (p. 20:z;) 

~r. Fishberg and Dr. rtuppin both assumed that the complete assimilation of the 

Jew was a foregone conclusion. One welcomed it; the other sought to forefend it by 

Zionism. oth men were persuaded, on the basis of their ex ensive s udies and 

research, that reactions such as occurred in pain were no likely to happen in the 

~estern orld, and that no modern tate ould or could pass discrimina or) leg·slation 

.against the Jew, based on race. But learning, logic, an tatistics notvTithstandin , 

the Ntfre~berg laws were enacted, in th year of gr ce 1955, in one of the most 

civilized countries of the world, and the reactions which took place in pain in 

1492, and the manifold tragedies of the Spanish expulsion, pale into insi nificance 

along side of the horrible,stream-lined reaction in modern Germany, and the rutal 
-i,e-w~'i dLl · 

expulsion of Jews from G :rmany .f.ln}:8~9. Here, i the twentieth cen ury, one can 

eeeJ l jf wi tne s reaction, amt cold pogroms, allll' terror and traged at full tide. 

It is no reflection upon these scholarc.- that the r wrote as the did . They 

were influenced by the same optimism which characteri7ed the entire thought-life of 

the estern World in the decades which preceded the ••orld ar - an optimism hich 

nurtured itself upon the rul remarkable achievements in ever· field of human 

endeavor,;s6.entific discoveries, the popul~rization of educa ion, the exlinsion of 
~ franchise, the improvement in the standard of living, and the RMt' facilities for 

" aM..lOVlJ. inter-communication ~~t•~ men and nations . Fe could look beyond the facade, or 

underneath th& surface of things into the dark, bitter primordial waters below. 

Few could anticipate th~t great human docwnents, constitutions, charters of liberty, 

lon cherished and sacrificiall achieved, could shrivel up over ni ht like some 
,, ,, 

parched scroll, and few could foresee the sudden twist which a world war would ive 
to 

both/human destiny and to Jewi h de tiny . 

Just as difficult as it i to predict how nations will ct towards the Jew 

in the future, so to predict how the Jew himself will ac . Th~re is 

histor which we ourselves make, and th re is his or hich others make for us. 
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Most of our political ani economic history of the past twenty 

centuries, other hands fashioned for us. Most of our cultural and 

social history, we fashioned ourselves. The inner and outer forces 

playing upon Jewish life, however, have constantly interacted. What 

seems passive acceptance of influence am impact is not entirely so. 

Israel was never just f;;ti --6f ">J' or just marionettes; end what 

appears to be original, volitional, and autochthonous, is also not 

always ao. Furthermore, just as there never was a consistent and 

unvarying direction in the outer propulsive forces which played upon 

Jewish history, so there was never any consistence of action or re­

action in our own inner world. It is unprofitable to over-simplify 

Jewish history. There are certain cllches about Jewish history which 

are universally accredited which, nevert eless, upon closer investi­

gation, turn out to be grossly inaccurate. Thus, it is not true that 

persecution always helped Jewish communities to survive, and that 

prosperity always tended to disintegrate them. This is a form ot 

easy-going determinism applied to Jewish history which is not borne 

out by the facts. Our history records many an important Jewish 

community which was destroyed by sharp and prolonged persecution - in 

Persia, Babylonia, Arabia, the Byzantine :Qnpire, Egypt, Northern 

Africa, Spain, Portugal, and elsewhere. Conversely, many a Jewish 

canmunity survived and retained its identity through long periods of 

tranquillity and prosperity - in the great Diaspora of the era of the 

Second Temple, in Hellenistic Alexandria, in pre-Christian Rome, in 

the Babylonia of the early Talmudic era, in iiestern Europe before the 
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Crusades, in Eastern Europe before Christianity was firmly established• 

in Islamic Spain, in 17th century Holland, in 19th century America, 

and the British Empire. Our history also records a lilenomenon of 

cycle; many wadis contain the beds of water courses altogether dry 

and desolate which, however, become torrential streams in the rainy 

season •.....• Olose students have not failed to notice how often the 

cycle of recuperation is repeated in our history. The )'l.3Ni' ,1-i whom the 

Psalmist characterized as a despised generation and as 2. ~ .( 1 ~ J\ (°--& 

is followed by a generation which conquered Canaan. The generation 

whom Jeremiah charged with 

and with treason /Jv l, ~• 2 

apostasy JiJrJ.11 /'" (°/NJ 1Jln~t /JIii 

,t .) '1"?2 i l?l ,..> is followed by the genera-• r II /I 

tion of Zerubbabel, which rebuilt Judea in loyalty, struggle and sacri­

fice. The age of the Hellenizars is followed by the age of the 
fU..µ~ 

accabees. The J'ews of Spain whom Rabbi Solomon Raleri found so 

deserving of censure for their materialism, their pride and their 

corruption, are followed by descendants, many of whom were crowned 

with martyrdom for their faith, myriads who prefer ed exile to 

apostasy. The generation for whom Judah Leib Gordon sang, fearful lest 

he was the last of all the Hebrew bards and they the last to understand, 

is followed by one of the most remarkable periods or flowering 4.11., 

Hebraic culture and by a generation of the Builders of Zion. 

The confluence or many factors, outer and inner, personal and 

impersonal, some purely fortuitous, a matter of time and plaoe, deter­

mine whether a given Jewish community 
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will survive a persecution or will succumb to the enticements of a elcoming alien 

civilization. 

Only one fact can we postulate with confidence abou the his o of our people . 

As a people, we have survived! The ,~e may be a difference of opinion oS to how am &Vt-

why, but none as to the actual fact. e have survived - the one aeople that has come 

down intact from antiquity, that can trace an unbroken line of phys ·cal and spiritual 

continuity through thirty-five centuries, the one race tha exemplifies in the 

modern world historical continuity and survival par excellence. 

It should be borne in mind, too, that our survival transpired not in some 

secluded Shangri-La, w J ras sheltered from danger and attac~ bJ ramparts of im­

passable moun ains. We did not vegetate in passivity in some quiet , seouestered lana 

awaJ from the world's stern stresses and strup les. -e achieved 01.rsurviv 1 in he 

very midst of the world's mad and murderous arenas. e were invaded. ie were 

attacked. •e were exiled. We w re driven over the face of the earth. e were 

scattered and broken, hounded and harrassed, through long and weary centuries. 'e 

clashed with great empire. e resisted m·ghtJ civilizations. e ere surrounded b 

militant faiths which sought to absorb us or to destro us. •e are toda again 

upon the wrack in the torture-chambers of the earth. Nevertheless, we survivedt 

And, for our size, we are today the most alive and creative people in the orld. 

Some..._ call it a mere accident of history. Bu that is an evasion not an 

expl~nation. Such a strange accident can be accounted for only as he acciden al 

result of ten thousand equally strange accidental survivals 
the 

Such an explanation must tax/incredulit even of the most 

person .... / 
& • I e 

ome say that the Je survived because of his religion. ¼have no cuarrel 

with them~ for thee is much truth in what the r say. But I would remind them that 
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the Jewish 

stuff, had 

religion survived because of the Jew. Had the Jews been make of weaker 

~ ,;,.l; they been incapable of~~ vision of a few inspired seersy,the 

life-motif of a whole people, had they not been endowed by nature ith he peculiar 

genius to translate t eir faith into expressive and evolving laws and institutions, 

to keep it forever fresh and vigorous by pouring new concepts into old forms, and 

adapt\altl it ever anew to profounder insights and higher intuitions, had they been 

unwilling or unable to suffer long for an ideal, and had the failed to match the 

heroic qualit of their faith b a corresponding quality in their own nature, both they 

and their religion would have perished. It was Juiah Ha Levi who declared fc;;/ 

. ';) 1 J -"~ ;)A,~ f, / /jcJ e, 1J -z , "If there had been no Jews, there would have been 

no .Lorah". 

It is of less moment now to etermine who sustained horn, and ho the 

intertwined s"tlands of cause and effect --__.be se rated, than to grasp ull the 

amazing fact that a long, unbroken covenanted relationship did exit bet een .he 

people of Israel and the faith of Israel, that Isr el from of old, athirst for lifemd 

immortality, evolved a faith which exalted life and emancipated it, and that this 

faith, in turn, through the long centuries, nurtured the lie of Isr '1 el and fed its 

powers of survival . In a word, it is important to understand the miracle of 

I ,le e f_J J.. !, /, e 0 /H . 
/l. But this is certain - we have survivedt Not in protective isolation, nof et 

\.J on a plane of primitive life or a low cultural nivea.t, where long and changeless 

survival is not uncommon, but in the ve~ thick of life, near the nerve-centers of 

civilization, in all the fields of conflict, and, freouentl persecuted and oppressed . 

This fact of our histor, we cannot wri e off as a mere accident . To us and to 

our ancestors, all histor r is revelation and testimony. ie h&d historj in great 

reveren e. ••e were the irst people to write history, and to interoret it. fc I 
e.,';J ,I Jc.fir (> ,,,,,, ,..,'-7 (-" ,j . Our peoole were encouraged to rehearse and 
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upon the great moments of their na -onal history '.-"L,f.~ -,1of.,~1.)/f';} [,, 

o z Jt/1 ~s ,.,;, (' ,,J,,; for in th~ is guidance and rophecy for the fu ure . 

lhr,f<;, frch 7~ pe1t-,-:;, (i.11_..=l{tf.R~JfJ).Our spiritual guides ·rounded their faith in 

God , not in an cosmolo ical proofs , but in history - in thofe significant evens in 

their own and in the r ld's history and in those processes of the unfolding spiritual 

.. lo ~ 
life of man which revealed the presence of God . HistoryAwas evidence for faith for 

more valid than philosophical proofs t 
~~ 

The J e ;-: · h ~Jeoplr- t j• .,r is therefore warrantad in dr ling deep ti"-tft?, of 

confidence from their p st history . hat we 1ere able to do over and over gain 

in the past , unde all conceivable circumstances and in all parts of the world , e 

may yet do again and again in the future . Nothing has fundamentally changed or us , 
mania for 

neither the world ' s/persecuti n , nor our o~n unbroken will to live . Our orces 

are not less today , t more . Our o ers of ada t bility , hich the strong 
in 

life- sense of our eople developed , have not been dul led . •e were able/the past 

to adapt ourselves to all for ms of economic life and activity - t e pa to 1 , 

agric lt ral , commercial and industrial , and to all forms of political systems nd 

ar rangement s . e adjusted o rselves to conditions of utter rightlessness , to r e tricted 

rights , and to equality of rights . If in the f ture , Jews will be ace \ ith the 

necessit· of adjustinf themselves to new economic nd ol itical arrangements , to new 

or if the will be a ain confronte~ as man of them alread are, it the necessit 
and 

of emigrating to new countries of establishin a new Diaspora , the will be able to 

ma~e their adjustments i n the same way as their people have done .hro ~hot the ages . 

The annihila ionist polic o the Nazis is not likely to become the norm 

which will fix the actual r elationship bet een Jews nd non-Jes in the da s to 

come . Such poli ies never assume ·orld-~ide dimension . The Jenish dispersion is 

too far-flung or one polic; to embrace it all . Undoubtedl many a Jewish community 
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will r e eive h rd hammering in the futur . r, anv of them wi l l be li ui -i t d nd . 
their members scattered to the f ur winds . ii new era of Je ish , nderinr, and 

mipration has already set in . I!..ver ~·here Jewish life will or a long time to com 

find itself under the discomfort of hostile propaganda and the ~reat of n over­

hanging menace . But unless the entire world lunges back into barbarism , and t· e 

pathological obsessions of the Teutonic ervishes seize hold of the role of 

mankind - a condition conceivable but hardl· probabit. - the exterminationist 

policies of the Nazis are destined to be localized . Perhaps even ·n t he Reich itself 

time will neu.tralize them . In other lands ··,here governments are resolveri to circum-

scribe the participation. of Jews in the pol"tical, economic and cul+ ural life of 
1-ft:T.e-J 

The~ legal stat s wi 11 
legal "modus vivendi" will 

the nation , some/h~ve to be evolved by those governments . 

" have to be defined . Ins ch countries, the Jews will have to lea n a ain how o 

live worth, and unde eated lives , even under the duress of fQrml<labl disabillties . 

lhe willlRve to seek refuge again , and they ·ill find it,in their own culture and 

faith, in their own communal organizations, and in t he pride of ;,"l /...A-:;) ('t17 

1Jft fl ; and the~r will it and ork for a better day . 

Should the Fascist movements end itself and should n t·ons e rn to the 

primal sanities of civilized life} ➔:tfin constit tional &rantees for indiviiu ls 

and minorities will be re-established in the iorld and anti-bemitism vill ce se 

to be a matter of political polic, and rogram . The pressures upon t~ Jewish 
~ 

group ~ill~ be gr ~tly relaxed . 

A substantial section of Israel nov. lives under a Communi t regime . 'hether 

Jewish lie can r etain its identity under Communism and ihet er Judaism or, or that 

matter, any of the historic religions, can lon survive under such a egime, emains 

to be seen . The Sovi t Union has n t only not been hostile to h perpet ation 

of race an nationalit groups within its borders , but it has act ally fostered 

their autonomy and sel£-det~rminati~n . As an ethnic group, the Jews of the 
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Soviet Union have been given equal opportuniti.s to develop their own soviets in 

localities here the· are the majority of the populations, to bui d the·r own schools, 

and to employ their own language in judicial an administrat·ve ransactions. The 

Yi dish pre~s and literat re have been stead l.ly expanding. "The de tments 

of Jewish studies in the unive sities and academies of Moscow, Kiev, ~insk, 

dessa, etc. have employed a larger personnel and offered greater facilities ~or 

Jewish research than perhaps all European and ~merican universiti s combined." 

(Baron, "A Social and fteligious Hist ry of the Jews" - Vol. - , '18.fe 51 ). 

-1heth~r the Jewish people of the boviet Union will, in spite of these 

favorable opport~ities for self-determination, choose the road of assimilation, 

onl~ time can tell. ihether their Yiddish proletarian cult re, hich is ienuded 

of all the religio-Hebraic elements of the classic Jew"sh culture will become so 

completel different as to set it off as a totally different culture, ~nd heth r 

the Jews of the Soviet Union will be able to re-establish vital bonds of spiritual 

and cultural unity with the rest of world Jewry, remains to be seen. Certainly 

there are at present no indications o any imminent dissol tion of the Jewish roup 

in Russia. 

Russian communism has been anti-religious. Juiaism, along with all other 

religions, has been severely repressed. But irreligion is not an essential of 

communism. Historically, it was the religious moti which nurtured, and religious 

bodies which fostered communism. odern ~ocialism received its comprehensive and scien­

tific exposition at the hands of arx and his disciples at a time when matarialistic 

deter:ninism, now largel · discredited, was the philosophic vogue. The theore ici ns 

of the movement, in an effort to make their socialistic hypotheses "scientific" and 

up to date, dr~fted it upon those extreme materialistic h potheses ith hich, of 

course, they have no essential connection. The fact that organiz d religion evinced 

li tle s mpathy for the struggling mas es was lso a con+ributing fac or t the anti­

religious attitude of the founders of the modern Socialism. But it is becoming clear 



-16-

to many that in turnin; anti-religious , 5ocialism has needlessly sacri~iced most 

~ 
po1 er(ul ally and has drawn to itself antagonisms which woul 

Jitf~real purposes . 

otherwise not be s••e~ 

It is quite possible that in time the oviet Union ma come to modif its 

attit des towards religion in the same way as it has alread modified its attitune 

towards nationalism and patriotism and towards certain economic dogmas . In that 

case , Judaism in Russia, along with other historic religions, ¼hich a generati~n of 

re pressions has not succeeded in stam ing out , may yet enjo) a nev l mse on lie. 

Certainly there is no warrant for assumin~ that all future experi~ents in collectivism 

and socialization in all other parts of the world will, of necessity, be anti­

religious in character. 

Surve 'ing the fo rld scene, one is accord:ngly le to the conclusion h4t while 

there are anifold threats t day to Je ish seclrrit, to Jewish rights ~nd to Je ish 

peace, there is no imminent threat to Jewish surrival - at least none different fr m 

tho~ w ich Jews Ner e able to circumvent in the P· st . 

The Jewish eo.le will remain intact . In a sense the roblem of Jewish 

survival , as I had occasion to indicate elsewhere, is much r· moler in r d y than 

at any time in the past . The doors o escape from Jewis destiny have been shut 

in many parts of the world . (< n _::, h< Jews must no~ remain and be counted 

as Jews. Unto the third and f urth generation an inesca able , even i unwelcome , 

racial identification is f orced upon them . The mode n ati-Semite does not want the 

Jew to assimilate, to inter-marry, to be converted, or to give up his distinc ive 

way of life . n the contrary , he wants him to remain t e Je "integral", isol ted, 
~ 

quarantined , exiled or annihilated , but always a Jew. 

hat should , therefore, concern us today is not het er the Je ish people 

will survive, but how.fhall it be • gre tly or meanly, affirma ivel and challengingly, 
~ 

as in th e great eriods of our . ast, holding our banners hi~ in a da of battle and 

storm; or negatively, creeping into the nooks and cranni so the earth, waiting for 
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the wrath to pass~ and ~rateful for t he sher e git of exis enc _ an survival? 
I 

We can do either. Apart from all else, apart from t e mi hty energies hie~ he 

past has sored u in us, mere inertia and social lag can keep us going for an 

indefinite eriod. Many Jews, especiallfthe more rosperous ones, out o fea r and 

per sonal interest, are choosing the latter course. But the Jewish people, as a 

whole, I believe, will not, because it cannot, consent to sch a role of ?ass ivity , 

abdication and escapism. There is too much leaven in its s oirit too powerful a 

d namic in its faith and t oo much of the unauenchabl prophetic in its tradi t·ons. 

•hen dangers threaten, when the enemy appears on the horizon, then the rk of the 
,, 

Covenant begins to move - th Ark which 'carries t hose who carr i - th ~re which 

rests w~th the people, and marches with the people - and the er~ t hen goes up: "Arise 

0 Lord, and let 'I'hine enemies be scattered!" and a militancy, s. bitter stubborne.s, 

a sharp defiance comes into the hearts of our people, and they are red:, for 

battle .... 

The Jewish ~eople, through its thoughtful guides and lead~rs, has been quick 

to appraise the issues which are involved in the ):resent da world crisis and to grasp 

the true significance of the murderous attack which is being made upon it. lt has 

come to understand that the present conflict which is tearing the ¥orld apart is 

but another phase of the eternal conflict between the (' J f, f°<.? ~ and ~ 

f-" e,fc , between Jacob and Esau, Israel and Edom, Rome nd Jerusalem, 

Judaism and Paganism, The Neo-pagans of the 20th century want to destro~r the Jew 

because the hate and fear the spirit of the Jew, hich has been he implaccabl and 

indefeasible foe of paganism throughout the ages and which ill no r es unt i l it 

has E destroyed the new paganism too. 

power. numbered among 

The , rue not afraid of the Jews' physical 
s 

the con uering ~ of the earth. They 

never built empires. Their legions never swept over continents w·th fire d s mrd. 
MO 

No Cyrus sprang from their loins, no Alexander, no Hannibal, Ghengis han an no 
I' 

, 



-18-

Napoleon to shake the world . 
~~-

Against such conquerors one can aM e~ ( one can 

build 8iegfried lines of defense and fashion 1ea ons in ~ruppand bkoda works . But 

the Tews are foes of another tamp, and the fear which they inspire is a greater 

fear, and at bottom a justifiable fear. They sense a real menace, a thre t to them 

and to their world . 
~ ,, 

John Mac¥urray writing in his book, "The Glue to Hi~tory, sums it up 

admirably: "It (Fascism) discovers that the source of all this pressure towards 

progress , equality, freedom and common humanity is - the Jew. The pvrsecution of the 

Jews in Germany has, of course, the same source as their persecution throughout the 

history of ~hristian Europe ; hut it has a significant difference. It is secular , 

political, conscious and organized in a wa that it has never been, and it is felt to 

be the central problem of society in whbh all other problems have their roots .... 

This new anti-Semitism of Germany looks completely irrational to us. From a purely 

intellectual point of view the problem seems, to sa the least of it, absurdly 

exaggerated, and the practical reasons advanced to prove that the Jews are a real 

menace to Germany , the source of all her misfortmies and defeats, and thP organizers 

and creators of all internationalism, and of bolshevism in particular , are cle rly 

nothing but "rationalizations" of an emotional impulse. Yet we have to face the 

fact that the Leader of the German people has no doubt in his ovm mind that the 

Jewish )roblem is the centre of all problems , not merely in Gennany, but in the 

world .. It is useless to dismiss this as an illus·on, because if ·t is, it emands 

explanation. 

"But it is no illusion. It is the truth . Hitler's declaratbn hat the Jewish 

consciousness is poison to the Aryan races is the deepest insight that the Western 

ITorld has yet achieved into its own nat re; and his capacity to realize this is the 

proof of his genius as well as the secret of his power and of the curious fascination 
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which his personality exerts . One has ooly to attend to the form of the s tatement 

to see that it is not the practical po·"er or wealth of the Je s that he fee s, bu the 

character of the Jewish mind . It is the Jewish consciousness which is the enem, 

not an organized Jewish army, not even an insurrection of the Jews in Gernian . It 

is the hidden penetration of the Jewish pirit into the Gentile mind hat is the 

danger; and it is a danger because the "Aryan" mind cannot resist it, but must succumb . 

The ask is to extirpate the influence of the Jewish consciousness upon the world. 

At all costs the leaven must be got out of the lump, otery soon th hole ill be 

leavened, and the r sult will be the final end of the "Ar-- an" (sc . pagan) tradi ion . 

~urope will be sl false to itself that it will create a universal communism, 

Wot~ : Communism, frrl? 1/4 f] which \'lll destroy blood ann race as the basis 
~ of civilization , destroy the ~ auties and the / eroisms of the struggle for po ~er, 

deny the natural superiority of the white r aces , and of Germans in articular, and 

produce universal equality and bro herhood . The J ish spirit is not merely 

under the illusion of these ideas ; it is the force, in the world , which ere tes 

them in ideas and compels the rest of humanity to achieve them in ractice . I 

need ask for no greater testimony to the truth of the ~hole thesis of this book 

than Hitler ' s . His inspiration corroborates m own pedestrian reflection . The 

only difference bet een us th this will and mind responi_ to the truth in different 

was . The tho ht of the triumph of the Je ish consciousness fills me with joyous 

exhilaration , while it casts Hitler into the depths of despair . For Hitler t e Jewish 

consciousness is a poison . I have learned from the reatest genius of the Jewish 

race to recognize it as the ·ater of Life . " (pp . 225-227) 

The Jewish pr oblem is thus the world problem e 1itomized . The res nt orld 

conflict again finds the Jew the s bol, and his traditions the ba tle-ground of 

contending armies of mankind . The Rabbis of old apprehended this recurrent 

role which Is ael pla s in the dr ama of civilization and the· welcomed i t . ~~,,ii, 
J\ '" ,., 1 \..) Jr/ r ti )IJ.." p" e. ,71/ Ir, (IN-",,. e,,, J.f11f;-," /,-r. fi,-,t, I 

Mt,,/ 2"t#.""' 1.,-01 ,,,f,,,. I~ I ehM e~' l't>/" e/ic-t, 
(T~ "-~ &')~•I~- s ) 
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Al;a sin the centert Halevi called Isr'el the heart of the orld . Th& is our 

horoscopet In that house o destiny was our lifP cast ! 

The Jews of this generation should 
~ 

el come 1:lta b- role, hard tho gh it be, 

even as their fathers before them. God has a ain sent u~ a great, testin hour ~ 

e must again find the strength not on1~, for survival , but for a stiff-necked 

resistance to the (' l f c f i:, ,i) who is again trampling un~oot all ha t is nob:J.e 

and ~indly and decent in life . We must ar use and join forces;_~;~ m~ 

faiths and of all races who have Mil} remained faithful to the spiritual vision 

of life. fe¥ & m.aj eP effeneiv~. It is not enough to defend the status quo against 

reaction . Reaction must be defeated b destroying those evils in our present 

system which made it possible . A courageous attack all along t e line, s 

our courage and employing all of our resources, upon poverty, upon the economic 

insecurity of the masses, upon corruption and s iec· 1 privilege, upon the exces~ive 

concentration of ealth in the hands of a few, upon monopol and exploitation, upon 

11 

the war machine and the merchants of death, uuon chauvinism, national exhibitionism 

and patrioteering, upon race arrogance and race domination - in a word, upon all 

that our religion and all the great religions of mankin have bran ed and outlaved . 

Reaction is attacking the Je today . Lett e Jew defend himself by an audacious counter.­

attack . Let the Ark of the Covenant begin to move again ! There are no weapons which 

reaction can forge. strong enough to destroy us . 1.J ·I, 0, 
r 

And there are no fortresses strong enough to protect reaction against the 

mighty thunderbolts of the ~PM human spirit once they are unleashed . The Jews 

have been singled out for destruction . This is their holy and destined hour when 

"the exal tations of God should be in their throats and double-edged swords in their 

hands . " . . . . 

Just a democrac and liberalism ill perish unle s they resume their offensive, 

so the Je ish ueople will be defeated and beaten into servitude unless they fling 
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themselves resolutely into the fight with Amalek and 1mle s the hands or their 

leaders remain ~irm and uplifted all through the long ay of battle until the un 

sets upon their victory . 

In a sense t e present state of spiritual conflict and trugg Pin t he 

world is a more normal and congenial one for the spirit of our oeople . Th life 

of our soirit · as al ays a life of swords . Jude ism as fused in strug le from 

Canaanitish days onward . Prophecy was born in rotest and militanc~· . The orophet 

was a man of strife and contention to all the earth . The spirit of the Je was 

never relaxed, even in Palestine . It .~s al as braced against alien influences 

and ~ ..A.Jp/n . Our position as a peoole was al,ars "abno mal", even 

in the ancient iorld . For the ancient world as all idolatrous and Israel as no . 

0ur osition was rabnormai' in the medieval orld . 
,, 

It is·~ normal in the modern 

world . It is meant to be . Judaism always conceived of life as )rogress and progress 

as the struggle of the spirit , to wrestle 1ith gods an 

So th - our 0eople are not li el to be shaken spirit lly b th ten ions and 

stresses under which they are living and ill continue to live . Rather are hey 

li~el r to be healed and made hole b becoming more truly and more intimately 

themselves and more at home with their ovm racial genius . 

Other ise, no new techniaue for Jewish survival is necessary . Adequate 

communal organization , the roper ed ca t n of our youth in the reli ion,~ 

language , history and literature of our people, the enc · ur· gement of Jewish 

scholarship and the devotion to and active rtici · tion in the upbuilding of 

the Jewish homeland in Palestine - th e are the ays which have proved adequate 

in the ~ast and which are likel to prove adequate in the future also . 



- 2-

To the eve lasting credit o this sorel -tried generat ·on of Jews be it 

said , that in spite of thP. tragedies which were iled up upon .... am, Os a on eli n, 

in spite of the rightful disruption of numerous old centers of Jewish lie, in 

spite of the impoverishment, exhaustion and ersecutions which made of he whole 
. j- 1./a..-, 

Household of srael one vast hostelry of pa.in,~ nevertheless ReIE able to ind 

within ~ee the energy, the courage d the resources to build in alestine~ 

in twentJ short years(a new and resplendent center of Jewish life, alread) the 

fifth largest Jewish center in the world , and first and foremo~t in the richness 

and vitality of its in rinsic Jewish spirit and culture . Here in P lPstine new 

and pm•rerful bulwark for the survival of the J e. and of Ju aism h s been es n.bli. h d, 

as great and as rich in ~romise, and1to be sure, un er as gre t difficul iP-s, sin 

the da 's of Ezra and Nehemiah . Regardle~s of any utur.e evelopments, som thing great 

and hearteninf and re-assuring has already been achieved~. 

And so the Jewish eople aces the critic·l days ahead not ·ithout fe rs and 

mis_p;ivings, not without d .rk moments o."' arony , nd despair - for great is the 1•.ra h 

and terror and the menace - but fundamentally unsha1ten . Jews are carrying on, 

many cf them magnificently . 'i tness the rem~r.t{able outpouring of lo 1al ty, com?assion 

and 'rielp on the oart of Jews throu hout the ,.orld for tho e of their fellov1-Je s 
~ 

who find themselves in the crucible of afflic ion . All hi3 is evi·ience of an inner 
(' 

soundness, of an unbro en soliiarit. ThouP~tful Jews lmow heir history . The 

kno ·, their resources. They have taken the m asure of their enemies . The 

under.tand the Yorld significance of their great tribulation . In all this there 

is balm and healing . The~, ov1 too th" hope is a cardin 1 dogma of their ancien 

faith ,hich theyn11u~t not abandon . 
'yi/~,/ _,)..J Q).$ 

,- ' , 
Judgment Da is : ~Did u hop•ifor 

Hope....a.n ill t 

The irst question h · ch a man i as<.ed on 

alvation?'' 



olomon ibn Verga tells this st r-' in his A ship-lo d of 

Je ·1ish refu rees from Spain was swe t b' the plague , and the cap n of he "'hip c· st 

them all asho e upon a arren and Wlinhabited coast . ost of the nfor n·te refuges 

perished from hunger . Some of them pressed on desperately to find some hum n 

habitation . Among them was a man, hi wife an hist o chil en . They s ru~gle 

on throug the barren waste until the wife fained an~ died . The 1an then c rried 

his children in his arms and upon his shoulders until he , too, fell dovrn nd fa:nted 

from hunger d exha stion . hen he came to , he diccovered tha his two chil ren 

had died . He 

J J );, I 
then arose and said: ;,~Ji -,,A/, 'l 'l ,~ :{'J-"/Ji-:,,)~~ 
('/A{/ ,1{,J, /_t tJ1'"'~ N~ ~_J_JlltJ -l>1A .!.A~ z// ,e 
. , M /" 7- J\ 1 Ah 2,, t ;, /f h Trt I, I, /1 , ~ , " I, J n, 1 I ,J Ir 

"i~aster of the Uni verse , Thou art doing much to f'orce me to ors '<e my " i h . 

Know for sure , that in spite ot Thee , I am a Jew nd I shall remain a Jew, and 

th·-1t nothinp that Thou hast br ou ht upon me or art likel to bring upon me will 

make an difference . " He then covered the bodie his dead child en ith ear h 

andA#and walked on into the wilderness to find ah an abode . Here is spiritual 

resolutene s ~hich matches divine 

moun uins : Be 1e removed t Here, 

omnipotence ~ Here • s will-po•·. er hich sa s to he 

in the bit!*o- ·rom he heart o~~ 
S anish refugee , is another ~e to the mystery of Jewish survival . . ,. 
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THE WORLD CRISIS A D JEWISH SURVIVAL 

ABBA HILLEL SILVER 

What makes the present crisis so grave for the Jewish people is 
the fact that it is a world crisis, not a localized di turbance and 
one in which the Jew alone is involved. W re th di ast rs of our 
day limited to the Jewish people, we Jews could face them with 
much less appr hension. ;;i;~- i1J l'!lnltv O?lllil mo,t-t, ?Nittrrv i1i~ ?:, ; 
i1i~ , 'N 10~>7 ?Nitv' ?W ili~ ?::n (M. R. Deut. II, 14). It is only 
tho e crises in human history which shake all things to th ir very 
foundations - the Crusad s, for example, or the Black D ath, or 
the World \Var - which also profoundly and di astrously aff ct 
Jewish life. 

The world crisis is neither localized nor of short duration. It is 
the agony of a whole epoch, like the Thirty Year War, the Napo­
leonic Wars, or the era which preceded the Am rican Civil War. 
The present crisis did not begin with Hitler, or Mus olini, or L nin. 
It is not the result of the Gr at War. The Gr at War was a phase 
of it, just as have been all the wars and revolutions and d pre ions 
which have followed it. 

or is the crisis limited to one department of ocial life. It 
penetrates all. It is a severe and prolonged cri is in the conomic, 
political and international life of the world. Abov all, it is a 
spiritual and moral crisis of frightful dimension . "The whole head 
is ailing, and the whole heart is sick." 

Capitalism is breaking up into new forms, like feudalism at the 
close of the Middle Ages, and the transition is proving even more 
violent. Democracy which flourished for mor than a c ntury in 
the congenial climate of laissez-faire economics and the confidence 
of a triumphant middle class is proving inad quate to the emer­
genci of a relentless cla s struggle which industrial and financial 
capitali m have brought a out. Democracy and liberalism are 
abdicating in many parts of the world in favor of dictatorship and 
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regimentation. This throw-back to anti-democratic forms of gov­
ernment which seems to be inevitable when economic classes are 
determined to fight i out, is being rationalized into ideologies, 
some of them outrageously immoral and vicious. Censorship to 
throttle opposing opinions and propaganda to persuade and con­
found men into ready acquiescence are destroying both the pro­
ces s and objectives of humanistic education. Nationalism, as the 
principle of self-determination, which triumphed in the Allied vic-
ory in the Great War, and which logically should have led to 

eager interna ional cooperation, to an effective League of Nations 
and to the protection of minorities has contracted into political 
i olationism and conomic autarchy. The Western World has never 
been as fragmentized and disintegrated as it is today. Minorities 
are again being exploited and shamefully used as pawns in a game 
of power politics. Racialism is ravaging our world. The idea of 
race which, except as it is used ideally to arouse men to nobler 
ways of life and service by an appeal to a noble ancestral past, has 
always been the warrant or occasion for hatred, exploitation and 
war among men, has turned into something fraudulent and shame­
lessly immoral. In its name governments hav,e disfranchised blocs 
of their own citizens, degraded, despoiled, tortured and exiled 
them. 

The brave experiment which was made at the end of the World 
War, and which was to be mankind's atonement for the war, to 
organize the nations of the earth for peace, has been wrecked and 
defiled. The vision of a world united and made secure in law, in 
which the weak as well as the strong nations would be free to live 
their independent and unmolested lives, has vanished. In place of 
collective security and international cooperation, one hears again 
the old feral snarl of conquest and invasion. The old and dangerous 
devices of power balancing and regional military pacts have been 
revived. Over all is the shadow of war, darkening the lives of men 
and nations, paralyzing their normal activities, distorting their 
outlooks and confounding their reason. The wealth of nations is 
being drained off into armaments and national energies are all 
harnessed to war preparedness. Aggressor and non-aggre sor 
nations, alike, are caught up in a mad stampede to increase their 
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armaments. This is done at th cost of lowered standards of living, 

increased taxation, poverty, the retardation of ocial impro ements 

and the postponement of a final solution of the problems of mass 

unemployment, want and insecurity. 

International morality seems to b non-exi tent. A brazen poli­

tical opportunism contemptuou ly iolat s the rights of p oples 

and the sanctities of covenant and tr aties, and employ all forms 

of intrigue, deception and terrorization. Gangsterism is the new 

norm in international affairs. Crimes again t nations and minorities 

are condoned or ignored or di missed as dome tic affair . In the 

name of peace, and under the pretext of appeasement, shameful 

victories, at the expense of smaller nations, have gone to powerful 

aggressors by default, free and independent peopl s have been 

strangled, and helpless minorities hav been turned o er to plunder 

and destruction. 
A whole continent of ideals has dropped out of our world, like 

some lost Atlantis - the unalienable rights of man, the sanctity of 

the individual, the freedom of the human mind, the right of dissent, 

tolerance, brotherhood, liberty, equality, peace. In many parts of 

the world, these ideals are now regarded as black heresy or treason. 

In other parts, they are stm regarded a qui e respectabl , but 

none-the-less shabby and cumbersome heirlooms of th past, some­

thing of an annoyance, and considerably in t he way. 

In their place, a romantic, dynamic and intellectually debauched 

Fa~ci m has proclaim d a violently oppo itional t of ideals, 

derived from a peculiar synthesis of pseudo-nationali m, ps udo­

socialism and pseudo-racism - Fore , Blood and oil, 1 olk tum, 

Obedience, Leadership, o-ordination. 

Many men, even among the int llectual , have been ager to 

list n to these new id als and hav b n captivated by them. They 

seem to have grown weary of the exc ssive relativism, subjecti ism 

and scepticism of the so-called mod rn spirit, a spirit which sees 

all id s of every i u , and quench s all urg to action in a sea 

of latitudinarianism. They have come to long for compelling, 

dogmatic convictions, and a positive, unqualified and unque tioning 

faith. Many men have wearied of excessive individualism. Th y 

want an element of mandate and authority in their lives, and they 
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seek psychic sanctuary in mass solidarity. In times of excessive 
social decomposition, men are ready to purchase discipline and 
order even at the price of tyranny. It is difficult for men who 
labor under hard and prolonged strain to remember that an element 
of disillusionment and glamorless realism is an essential attribute 
of any mature civilization. Periods of political and economic up­
heaval give ri e to ardent expectancies and to numerous forms of 
xtra agant romanticism. "'\ ague, emotionally charged and highly 

confident dogmas over-ride all forms of classic culture. In place of 
the di ciplined, humanistic, intellectual and libertarian motives of 
the clas ic tradition, there come the ecstatic, imagistic, primitive 
and authoritarian motiv s. The concept of human progress through 
the conscious evolution of the individual in a freely organized 
society succumbs to a sharp retroversion to herd mores, turgid 
"folkist" yearnings, a primordial race libido, and an eagerness to 
liquidate the ego in some exalted group Nirvana. The fumist 
romantics of Germany, from Schlegel and Schelling on, were always 
authoritarian and anti-liberal, and always hankered after some 
pre-Chri tian, Germanic heathendom. The azis are their legiti­
mate descen"iants. 

Such is the world crisis, to-day, a ast and prolonged convul ion 
whose end is nowhere in sight. 

Such a crisis , as bound to affect Jewish life most adv rsely. 
The wide- pread suffering and discontent resulting from the vast 
economic dislocations were destined to demand some visible and 
personal agent upon whom to place the onus of responsibility and 
guilt. o readier scape-goat is ever available than a defenseless 
minority. The beneficiaries of the old system, frightened by the 
ri ing tide of revolutionary resentment, attempted craftily to deflect 
from themselves this punitive resentment and to channel it towards 
an already disfavored group - the Jewish group. They popularized 
the fiction that sinister and conspiratorial forces have misused an 
otherwise beneficent capitalism. There is a good, wholesome, 
chaff ende , Christian capitalism, and, per contra, there is a baneful, 

destructive, raffend s, Jewish capitalism. Also, there are good, 
patriotic, nationalistically-minded Christian bankers, and, on the 
other hand, there are the unpatriotic, war-mongering, international 
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Jewish bankers. They also hit upon the strategy of discrediting 
every progressive movement, agency and law which threat ned 
their vested interests by calling it Communistic, and by branding 
Communism as something alien and Jewish. In this manner an 
exi ting prejudice was capitaliz d and affixed as an odius tabu 
label to the whole complex of advanc d social ideal and attitudes 
in the modern world. By means of thi new propaganda technique, 
the Jewish group has been made a universal object of fear and 
hate. A sinister aura has been cast around the Jewish worker, 
merchant, and professional man, quite like he aura which religiou 
bigotry succeeded in casting around the Jew in th Middle Age . 

At a time of a world-wide contracting economy, wh n the numb r 
of men who seek jobs far exc eds th numb r of jobs available, 
and when diminishing opportunities dri work-and-car er-hungry 
men into murd rous competition, it is not only work standards 
which collapse, but moral standard · a well. M n do not hesitat 
o exploit any and every ad antag , ho ever unfair, in th ir 

struggle for a living. The advantag or belonging to a dominant 
majority which can compel members of a minori y group to relin­
quish economic positions i:s quickly and ruthl sly xploit d. This 
is nothing new in Jewish experience. Fr quently in the Middl 
Ages, this sam strategy under a reli,gious guise, was employ d. It 
was a favorite xpedient of Christian merchants, p cially of 
German burgher in Poland in heir compe ition with J wish mer­
chants. Members of the middle clas es and the professional classe , 
many of whom have come to constitute a new proletariat, are 
particularly unscrupulous competitor , and it is within thes co­
nomic ranges that so many of our peopl live. 

In some coun ries, particularly in th old democraci , only 
social prejudices are invoked to insure economic preferences. But 
in other countries, the machinery of government is re orted to. 
The hands of the minority must be tied by law. In such instanc s, 
certain rationalizations ar in nt d to justify what i palpably 
contrary to the spirit of all law and morality. A ps udo-scientific 
theory of race is furbished up and pontifically proclaimed not 
only as sovereign and indisputable truth, but as the ole salvation 
of the state. Race is exalted into a higher law and a sup rior 
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morality before which the I ser law of political equality must 
abdicate. Where race theories are not popular, the theory of inte­
gral nationali m is in oked. Whatever the subterfuge - race pur­
ity or national integration - the results are the same. The Jewish 
minority is despoiled of whatever economic position, wealth or 
power it may possess and the way is barred to any future economic 
recuperation. 

The Third Reich - and as a result of the pressure of the Axi , 
also Italy - has carried this process to its logical conclusion -
compl te political disfranchi ement and economic outlawry. It has 
determined not to curb the Jew, but to exterminate him, through 
economic strangulation or exile. Juda Verrecke! In Hungary, an 
conomic numerus clausus has been imposed upon the Jew. In 

Poland, sporadic restrictive measures have been enacted, and only 
the uncertain international status of Poland, hovering between the 
two worlds of the Axis and the so-called democratic front, has 
restrained the government from enacting a drastic code of anti­
Jewi h legislation in order to force a majority of Polish Jewry to 
emigrate. In other countri,es of Central and Eastern Europe, the 
programs of politico-economic action against the Jew have varied 
according to the political orientation within each country and the 
international sphere of influence in which each country moves. 

Anti-Semitism has become in our day a matter of political action 
not only for economic reasons - to appease the job-and-career 
hunger of the majority population, but also for diplomatic 
reasons - to realize certain imperial ambitions, and to extend 
political hegemony. The race theory served the Nazis well as a 
political weapon by means of which millions of people, Germans 
by race but not by nationality, were brought within the confines 
of the Third Reich. The seizure of Austria, Sudetenland, and 
Memel, was justified on the ground of the race affinity of their 
inhabitants with those of Germany. Race was thus exploited for 
political purposes. The same Nazis are exploiting race prejudices 
and antagonisms to weaken the countries which lie athwart their 
course of empire, by fomenting discord among their inhabitants, 
thereby destroying their national unity and paralyzing their resist­
ance to Nazi aggression. Anti-Semitism today is the Reich's Fifth 
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Column, - a cunning and effective w apon of imp rial conqu t 
and domination. This explains the amazing m'i ionary charact r 
of • azi anti-Semitism and the sustained dri behind it. 

G nerally speaking, the trend to,;; ard political cone ntration 
whi h has characteriz d the po t-war era, has aff ct d th tatu 
of he Jew unfavorably. More and mor of conomic activities 
and ar as of national life are coming und r th partial or total 
control of government. Government will, in th last analy is, 
reflect the economic interest not of a racial or national minority 
group within the state, but of the majority group. nl there 
are strong constitutional guarantees to prot ct the right of uch 
minorities, they are lik ly to be brush d a ide. nfortunat ly, 
constitutional guarantees do not hold out very long against sus­
tained social pressure. The revolutionary impati nee of the forces 
both of the Left and the Right with the slow process of the demo­
cratic procedure has undermined the moral authority of constitu­
tional guarantees. In a dictator hip, the individual is stripped of 
all those rights which democracy declar . d to be inalienably hi . 
The individual becomes subject to the will or whim of an autono­
mous political party in control of a rigidly ,coordinated state, and 
so do all minorities. 

The Jew thrived be t und r a poli ical tern of constitutional 
guarant e and limited state power. Thi a the preval n tr nd 
in the Western \Vorld from the time of th Am rican R olu ion 
to the World War. Th J w could claim his right a an individual 
in a world which acknowl dg d that Y ry individual, r gardl • of 
his race or class or creed, did pos ess d finit rights which w r his 
inalienably - rights which were not grant d to him by th tat , 
and which were th r fore not r vokabl by it. W"ith the pr ad in 
our day of the oppo ing doc rine of stat ab oluti m, h po ition 
of the Jew ho is verywh re a memb r of a d f n 1 and x­
posed minority, was bound to d clin harp1y. And i ha o 
declined. 

Such is the world crisis, and such has been its impact upon 
Jewish life. Can the Jew survive thi crisis? 

If there is one thing which can be predicated with any degr of 
certainty about Jewish life, it i it comp let unpr dictability. 
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Two eminent Jewish sociologi ts, representing sharply divergent 
points of view, one an assimilationist, the other a Zionist, were 
able, nevertheless, to agree upon one or two things. Dr. Maurice 
Fish berg in his study of Th Jew, wrote: "If, in addition, it is 
considered that history hows conclusively that as soon as the Jew 
is emancipated and given human rights, he always discards his 
separative practices and does his best to assimilate, and that reac­
tion , uch a zcere wit1te ed in Spafo and in other countries during 
medieval age , are at present unlikely, it is not difficult to foresee 
which tendency will prevail among the Jews in the near future." 
(p. 503) 

Dr. Arthur Ruppin, writing in The J us of Today, declared: 
"It i unthinkable that either in Europe or America anti-Semitism 
could ever bring about legal disabilities for Jews. Any such legis­
lation would be a direct break with the political tradition of the 
nineteenth century, and no State could well take such a step. We 
mu t also remember that all anti-Jewish laws are directed against 
the Jews as a religious community; anti-Semitism is not directed 
against the Jewish religion - it is perfectly indifferent to it. It is 
hostile to the Jews as a race, andl as promoters of certain kinds of 
industry and politic . Here legislation i powerless ... 

"In Europe and the United tates it is asy to deal with negroes, 
Indians or hinese - any child can tell the difference between 
these races and white . But pecial tr,eatment for Jews founded on 
uch a basis would pre nt insurmountable difficulties in practice. 

Jez , a a rac , are beyond the reach of legi lation, and still less can 
th Y be as ailed as followers of certain branches of trade, etc., 
since there i today no one such branch xclusively in Jewish 
hand ." (p. 203) 

Dr. Fishberg and Dr. Ruppin both assumed that the complete 
a similation of the Jew was a foregone conclusion. One welcomed 
it; the other sought to forfend it by Zionism. Both men were 
P rsuaded, on th basis of their extensive studies and research, 
that reactions such as occurred in Spain were not likely to happen 
in the Western World, and that no modern State would or could 
pass discriminatory legislation against the Jew, based on race. 
But learning, logic, and statistics notwithstanding, the urenberg 
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laws were enacted, in the year of grace 19 - , in one of the mo t 
civilized countries of the world, and the reac ion which took plac 
in pain in 1492, and the manifold trag di of th pani h expul­
sion, pale into insignificance along id of th horribl tr amlin d 
reaction in modern Germany, and the brutal xpulsion of Jews 
from Germany now going on. Here, in th tw n i th c ntury, one 
can witness reaction, cold pogroms, terror and trag dy at full tide. 

It is no reflection upon these scholar that th y wrot as they 
did. They were influenced by the same optimi m which charac­
terized the entire thought-life of the Western World in th decad s 
which preceded the World War - an optimism which nurtured 
itse1f upon the truly remarkable achievem nt in very field of 
human endeavor, upon scientific discoveri s, the populariza ion of 
education, the extension of franchise, th impro em nt in he 
standard of living, and the increased facilitie for int r-communi­
cation among men and nation . Few could look b yond th facade, 
or underneath the surface of things into the dark, bitt r primordial 
wa ers below. Few could anticipate that gr at human docum nt , 
constitutions, chart rs of liberty, long cheri hed and acrificially 
achieved, could hrivel up over night like om parch d croll, and 
few could foresee the sudden twi t which a world war would give 
both to human destiny and to Jewish des iny. 

Just as diffi ult as it i to predict how nations will act towards 
the Jew in the future, so is it difficult to pr di how th J w him­
self , ill act. Th re i history which we ours lv s mak , and th re 
is hi tory which oth rs mak for u . Mo t of our poli ical and 
economic hi tor of th pa t wenty c nturi , oth r hand fa­
shioned for u . Most of our cultural and o ial histor , we 
fashioned our lv . Th inn r and out r fore playing upon 
Jewi h lif , how v r, hav constantly int ract d. What s ems 
pas ive ace ptanc of influ nc and impac i not ntir ly so. 
Israel was never just c,w yp,p or just marion tt ; and what 
appears to be original, olitional, and autochthonous, is also not 
alway o. Furthermor , just as th r nev r wa a on i t nt and 
unvarying direction in the out r propulsiv for which play d 
upon Jewish histor , o th r was nev r any con i t nc of action 
or reaction in our own inner world. It is unprofi abl to ov r-
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simplify Jewish history. There are certain cliches about Jewish 
history which are universally accredited which, nevertheless, upon 
closer investigation, turn out to be grossly inaccurate. Thus, it is 
not true that per 'ecution always helped Jewish communities to 
survive, and that prosperity always tended to disintegrate them. 
This is a form of easy-going determinism applied to Jewish history 
which is not borne, ou by the facts. Our history records many an 
important Jewish community which was destroyed by sharp and 
prolong d persecution - in Persia, Babylonia, Arabia, the Byzan­
tine Empire, Egypt, orthern Africa, Spain,Portugal, and else­
where. onver ely, many a Jewi h community survived and re­
tained its identity through long periods of tranquillity and 
prosperity - in the great Diaspora of the era of the Second Temple, 
in Hellenistic Alexandria, in pre-Christian Rome, in the Baby­
lonia of the early talmudic era, in Western Europe before the 
Crusades, in Eastern Europe before Christianity was firmly estab­
lished, in Islamic Spain, in 17th century Holland, in 19th century 
America, and the British Empire. Our history also records a 
phenomenon of cydes: many wadis contain the beds of water courses 
altogether dry and desolate which, however, become torrential 
streams in the rainy season. Close students have not failed to 
notice how often the cycle of recuperation i repeated in our history. 
The iJ,oil ,,, whom the Psalmist characterized as a despised gene­
ration and as ::i::i, sm oy is followed by a generation which con­
quered anaan. The generation whom Jeremiah charged with 
apostasy i!loo l'N □'0' 'Jm.Jw 'OV1 and with treason ':l ,,l.:J ,,J:i ,:, 

?Nitv' n':i is soon followed by the generation of Zerub babel, which 
rebuilt Judea in loyalty, struggle and sacrifice. The age of the 
Hellenizers i followed by the age of the Maccabees. The Jews of 
Spain whom Rabbi Solomon Alami found so deserving of censure 
for their materialism, their pride and their corruption, are followed 
by descendants, many of whom were crowned with martyrdom for 
their faith, myriads who preferred exile to apostasy. The generation 
for whom Judah Leib Gordon sang, fearful lest he was the la"t of 
all the Hebrew bards and they the last to understand, is follov, ed 
by one of the most remarkable periods of flowering of Hebraic 
culture and by a generation of the Builders of Zion. 
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'I h confluence of many factor , outer and inn r, personal and 
impersonal, some purely fortuitou , a matter of tim and plac , 
d termine whether a given Jewish communi y will sur i e a p rse­
cution or will succumb to the entic m nt of a welcoming ali n 
civilization. 

Only one fact can we postulate with confid nc abou th his ory 
of our people. As a peopl , we have surviv d! There may be a 
difference of opinion as to how or why, but none as to th actual 
fact. We have survived - the one peopl that has come down 
intact from antiquity, that can trac an unbrok n line of physical 
and spiritual continuity through thirty-fiv centurie , th one race 
that exemplifies in the mod rn world hi torical continuity and 
survival par excellence. 

It should be borne in mind, too, that our survival tran pired 
not in some secluded Shangri-La, sheltered from dang r and 
attack by ramparts of impassable mountains. We did not 
vegetate in passivity in some quiet, sequestered land away from 
the world's stern stresses and struggles. W achieved our survival 
in the very midst of the world's mad and murderous ar na . We 
were invaded. We were attacked. W were exHed. We w re 
driven over the face of the earth. We were e· ttered and broken, 
hounded and harassed, through long and weary c nturi . We 
cla hed with great empires. We resisted migh y civilization . W 
were surrounded by militant faith which sought to ab orb u or 
to destroy us. We are today again upon the rack in h tor ur -
chambers of the earth. Nev rthe1 s, we ur i ed ! And, for our 
siz , we are today the mo t alive and er ati peopl in th world. 

ome will call it a mere accid nt of hi tory. But that i an 
eYa ion not an xplanation. uch a strang accident can b ac­
coun d for only as the accid ntal r ult of t n thou and qually 
strange accidental survivals in our long history. uch an xpla­
nation must tax the incr dulity even of th most re olut 1 incr du­
lou person. 

Some say that the Jew survived b cause of his religion. I have 
no quarrel with them, for there is much truth in wha th y . ay. 
But I would remind them that it would b equally tru to say 
tha he Jewish religion survived becau of th J w. Had the 
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Jew b n made of w ak r tuff, had they been incapable of con­

verting the ision of a f w in pir d se rs into the life-mot1f of a 

whole peopl , had th y no b n ndowed by nature with the 

peculiar g nius to tran late th ir faith into expre ive and evolving 

laws and in titutions, to k p it for ver fre h and vigorous by 

pouring n w cone pts in o old forms, and adapt it ever anew to 

profound r in ights and high r intuitions, had they been unwilling 

or unabl to uffer long for an ideal, and had they failed to match 

the h roic quality of h ir faith by a corresponding quality in 

h ir own natur , both th y and their religion would have peri h d. 

It wa Judah Hal i who d clar d i11 n;i i1n'i1 N? ?N1tv' 'J:l tot? ? , 

"If th r had b en no J \\., th re would have been no Torah". 

I i of l mom nt now to d termine who sustained whom, and 

how th intert ined strands of cause and effect can be separated, 

than to gra p fully the amazing fact that a long, unbroken cove­

nant d r lation hip did xi t betwe n the people of Israel and the 

faith of I rael, that Israel from of old, athirst for life and immor­

tality, evol ed a faith which xalted life and mancipated it, and 

tha thi faith, in turn, hrough the long cen urie , nurtured the 

life of I ra l and f d it pow r of ur i al. In a word, it is impor-

tant to under tand the miracl of 1'Nll) l N J 111t-t. 

But thi i certain - we ha e urvi ed! ot in protecti i o-

lation, nor on a plan of primiti e lif or a low cultural nfreau, 

wher long and chang le ur i al i not uncommon, but in the 

·er hick of life, n ar he n r -center of ci ilization, in all the 

fl Id of conflict, and, fr qu ntly, persecuted and op pres d. 

This fact of our hi tory, w cannot write off as a mere accident. 

To u and to our ance tor , all hi tory is re lation and testimony. 

We hold hi tory in gr at r ver nee. We wer the fir t people to 

write hi tory, and to int rpr t it 1,,, N?N CJ' 'i1 '1:i, 1n'J N?. Our 

people wer encouraged to r hearse and to cogitate upon the great 

mom nt of h ir national history '1i1 0'1~0 nN'~':l 1!>0? i1:l10i1 ,:n 

n:i tvo i1T; for in them i guidance and prophecy for the future. 

111nNi1 ?N1J 7.J ptvN1i1 ?NU.J (M. R. um. XI, 3). Our spiritual guide 

grounded their faith in God, not in any cosmological proofs, but 

in hi tory - in tho e ignificant event in their own and in the 

world's history and in tho e processes of the unfolding spiritual 
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life of man which rev aled th presence of God. Hi tory to h m 

was evidence for faith far more va1id ban philosophical proof . 

The Jewish people today is therefore warranted in dra, ing d p 

draughts of confidence from their past history. What w wer able 

to do over and over again in the past, under all cone ivable cir um­

stances and in all parts of the world, we may yet do again and 

again in the future. Nothing has fundamentally changed for u , 

neither the world's mania for p rsecution, nor our own unbrok n 

will to live. Our forces are not less today, but mor . Our pow r 

of adaptability, which the strong life-sense of our p ople d v lop d, 

have not been dulled. We w re able in the pa t to adapt our Ive 

to all forms of economic life and activi y - he pa toral, agricul­

tural, commercial and industrial, and to all form of politi al 

systems and arrangements. We adjusted ourselve to condition of 

utter rightlessness, to restricted rights, and to equality of rights. 

If in the future, Jews will be fac d with the n ces ity of adju ting 

themselves to new economic and political arrangements, to new 

forms of capitalism or socialism, or to new onditions of r tric­

tions and disabilities, or if they will be again confron ed, as many 

of them already are, with the necessity of emigrating to new coun­

tries and of establi hing a new Diaspora, h y will b abl to make 

their adjustments in the same way as th ir p, ople hav done 

throughout the ages. 
The annihilationist policy of the azis is no ' li { ly to b come 

the norm which will fix the actual relationship b tw en J ws and 

non-Jews in the days to come. uch policies n ver assum world­

wide dimensions. The J ewi h dispersion is too far-flung for one 

policy to embrace it all. Undoubtedly many a Je~ i h community 

will receive hard hammering in the future. Many of h m \1 ill be 

liquidated and their members scatter d to the four wind . A new 

era of Jewish wandering and migration ha alr ady set in. Every­

where Jewish life will for a long time to come find its lf under the 

discomfort of hostile propaganda and the threat of an overhanging 

menace. But unless the entire world plunges back into barbarism, 

and the pathological obsessions of the Teutonic dervishes seize 

hold of the whole of mankind - a condition conceivable but hardly 

probable - the exterminationist policies of the Nazis are destined 
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to be localized. Perhaps even in the Reich itself time will neutralize 
them. In other lands where governments are resolved to circum­
scribe the participation of Jew in the political, economic and 
cultural life of the nation, some 1 gal modu vivendi will have to be 
evolv d by tho government . The 1 gal status of the Jew will 
have to be d fined. In such countries, the Jews will have to I arn 
again how to live worthy and undefeated lives, even under the 
duress of formidable disabilities. They will have to seek refuge 
again and the will find it in th ir own culture and faith, in their 
m n communal organizations, and in the pride of ' ,yo ;,,,rm CPp, 
and they will wait and work for a better day. 

hould the Fascist movement spend itself and should nations 
return to th primal sanities of civilized life, then constitutional 
guarantees for individuals and minorities will be re-established in 
the world and anti-Semiti m will cease to be a matter of political 
policy and program. The pressures upon the Jewish group will 
then be greatly relaxed. 

A substantial section of Israel now lives under a Communist 
regim . Wheth r Jewish life can retain its identity under Com­
muni m and whether Judaism or, for that matter, any of the 
hi~toric r ligions, can long surviv under such a regime, remains to 
b se n. The Soviet nion ha not only not been hostile to the 
perpetuation of rac and nationality :groups within its borders, but 
it ha actually fostered their autonomy and self-determination. As 
an ethnic group, the Jews of th Soviet Union have been given 
qua] opportuniti s to dev lop their own oviets in localities where 
her ar the majority of the populations, to build their own schools, 

and to employ their own language in judicial and administrative 
transaction . The Yiddish press and literature have been steadily 
xpanding. "The departm nts of Jewish s udies in the universities 

and academies of Moscow, Kiev, Minsk, Odessa, etc. have 
employed a larger personnel and offered greater facilities for Jewish 
re arch ban perhaps all European and American universities 
combin d.' (Baron, A Socfol and Religiou Hi tory of the Jews, 
Yol. 2, page 314). 

"\\ hether the Jewish people of the Soviet Union will, in spite of 
these favorable opportunities for elf-determination, choose the 

14 



road of assimilation, only time can tell. Wh ther their Yiddi h 
proletarian culture, which is denuded of all the religio-H braic I -
ments of the classic Jewi h culture will become o compl t I dif­
ferent as to set it off as a totally differ nt culture, and \vh th r 
he Jews of the Soviet nion will be able to re- stabli h vi al 

bonds of spiritual and cultural unity with th rest of world J wr , 
remains to be seen. Certainly there are at pre nt no indication 
of any imminent dissolution of the Jewish group in Ru sia. 

Russian communism has been anti-religiou . Judaism, along 
with all other religions, has been sever ly repre d. But irr ligion 
is not an essential of communism. Historically, it wa the r ligiou 
motif which nurtured, and religious bodies which fostered com­
munism. '1odern Socialism recei ed its comprehensi e and sci n­
tific exposition at the hands of Marx and his discipl s at a tim 
when materialistic determinism, now largely di credit d, was th 
philosophic vogue. The th or ticians of th movem nt, in an ffort 
to make their socialistic hypothe es up to date, drafted it upon 
those extreme materialistic hypothe es with which, of cours , th y 

have no essential conn ction. The fact that organiz d r ligion 
evinced little sympathy for the struggling masses wa al o a con­
tributing factor to the anti-religious attitude of he found rs of the 
modern Socialism. But it is becoming cl ar to many that in turn­
ing anti-religious, Socialism has n edlessly sacrificed a most pow r­
ful ally and has drawn to itself antagonisms which would otherwi e 
not be directed against its real purposes. 

It is quite possible that in time the Soviet Union may come to 
modify its attitude towards religion in the same way as it has 
already modified its attitude towards nationalism and patrioti m 
and towards certain economic dogmas. In that case, Judaism in 
Russia, along with other historical religions, which a generation of 
repressions has not succeeded in stamping out, may yet enjoy a 
new lease on life. Certainly there is no warrant for a urning that 
all future experiments in collectivism and socialization in all other 
parts of the world will, of necessity, be anti-religious in character. 

Surveying the world scene, one is accordingly led to the con­
clusion that while there are manifold threats today to Jewish 
security, to Jewish rights and to Jewish peace, there is no imminent 
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threat to Jewish survival - at least none different from those which 
Jews were able to circumvent in the past. 

The Jewish p ople will remain intact. In a sense the problem of 
Jewish survival, as I had occasion to indicate elsewhere, is much 
simpler in our day than at any time in the past. The doors of 
escape from Jewish destiny have been shut in many parts of the 
v. orld. t-tni::, l;,y::1 Jews must now remain and be counted as Jews. 
Unto the third and fourth generation an inescapable, even if un­
welcome, racial identification is forced upon them. The modern 
anti-Semite does not want the Jew to assimilate, to intermarry, to 
be converted, or give up his distinctive way of life. On the con­
trary, he wants him to remain the Jew integral, isolated, quaran­
tin d, exiled or annihilated, but always the Jew. 

\\ hat should, therefore, concern us today is not whether the 
Jewi h p ople will survive, but how? Shall it be greatly or meanly, 
affirmatively and challengingly, as in the great periods of our past, 
holding our banners high in a day of battle and storm; or nega­
tively, creeping into the nooks and crannies of the earth, waiting 
for the wrath to pas over and grateful for the mere gift of existence 
and survival? We can do either. Apart from all else, apart from 
the mighty energies which the past has stored up in us, mere inertia 
and social lag can keep us going for an indefinite period. Many 
Jew , especially the more prospe,rous ones, out of fear and personal 
intere t, are choosing the latter course., But the Jewish people, as 
a whole, I believe, will not, because it cannot, consent to such a 
role of passivity, abdication and escapism. There is too much 
leayen in its spirit, too powerful a dynamic in its faith and too 
much of he unquenchably prophetic in its traditions. When 
dangers threaten, when the enemy appears on the horizon, then 
the Ark of the Covenant begins to move - the Ark which "carries 
those who carry it" - the Ark which rests with the people, and 
marches with the people - and the cry then goes up: "Arise, 
0 Lord, and 1 t Thine enemi s be scattered." and a militancy, a 
bitter stubborness,, a sharp defiance comes into the hearts of our 
people, and they are ready for battle. 

The J ewi h people, through its thoughtful guides and leaders, 
has been quick to appraise the i su s which are involved in the 
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present day world crisis and to grasp the true ignificance of he 

murderous attack which is being made upon it. It ha come to 

understand hat the pres nt conflict which i t aring h world 

apart is but another pha e of he eternal confli t b t w n th 

o,N Ni£> and the on tv'N, b tw en Jacob and Esau, Israel and Edom, 

Rome and J eru alem, J udai m and Paganism. Th eo-pagan of 

the 20th century want to destroy th Jew becaus th y hat and 

fear the spirit of the J w, which has b n the implacabl and 

indefeasible fo of paganism throughout the ag s and which will 

not rest until it has destroy d he n w paganism oo. The ar 

not afraid of th Jew ' phy ical power. The J ws w re n r num­

bered among the conqu ring peoples of the earth. Th y n v r 

built empires. Their legions n ver swept over continent with fire 

and sword. o Cyrus prang from their loin , no Al xander, no 

Hannibal, no Ghengis Khan and no N apol on to hake he world. 

Against such conquerors on can protect ones 1f; one can build 

Si gfried lines of defense and fa hion weapons in Krupp and koda 

works. But the Jews are foes of anoth r stamp, and th f ar which 

they inspire is a greater fear, and at bottom a justifiabl f ar. 

They sense a real menace, a threat to th m and to th ir 

world. 
John Macmurray writing in hi , book, Th lu to Hi tory, sum 

it up admirably: "It (Fasci m) disco ers that the sourc of all 

this pressure towards progress, quality, fr edom and common 

humanity is the Jew. The persecution of the Jew in Germany ha , 

of course, the same source as their per cution hroughout he 

history of Christian Europe; but i has a ignifi ant differen . It 

i secular, political, conscious and organized in a way that it has 

never been, and it is felt to be the c ntral probl m of soci ty in 

which all other problems hav their roots. This n w anti- miti m 

of Germany looks completely irrational to u . From a pur ly 

intellectual point of view the problem seem , to say the I a t of i , 

absurdly exaggerated, and the practical reason advanc d to prove 

that the Jews are a real menace to Germany, the source of all her 

misfortunes and defeats, and the organizers and creators of all 

internationalism, and of Bolshevism in particular, are clearly 

nothing but rationalization of an emotional impulse. Yet we have to 
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face the fact that the Leader of the German people has no doubt 
in his own mind that the Jewish problem is the centre of all prob­
lem , not merely in Germany, but in he world. It is useless to 
di mi s this as an illusion, becau e if it is, it demands explanation. 

"But it is no illusion. It is the truth. Hitler's declaration that 
the J ewi h consciou n s is poison to the Aryan races is the deepest 
in ight that th "\\Te tern world has yet achieved into its own 
nature; and his capacity to realize this is the proof of his genius 
as well as th s cret of his power and of the curious fascination 
which his personality exerts. One has only to attend to the form 
of the tatement to s tha it is not the practical power or wealth 
of th Jew that he fears, but the character of the Jewish mind. 
I i the Jewish consciousness which is the enemy, not an organized 
Jewish army, not even an insurrection of the Jews in Germany. 
It is the hidden penetration of the Jewish spirit into the Gentile 
mind that is the danger; and it is a danger because the "Aryan" 
mind cannot resist it but must succumb. The task is to extirpate 
th influence of the Jewish consciousness upon the world. At all 
co ts he leaven must be got out of the lump, or very soon the 
whole ill be leavened, and the re ult wiU he the final end of the 
"Ar an" (sc. pagan) tradition. Europe will be so false to itself that it 
will create a unive~ al communism, [No e: Communism, Np,, 1N? but 
Ju ice!J which will d troy blood and race as the basis of civiliza-
ion, d stroy the beau ies and the heroisms of the struggle for 

pow r, deny the natural superiority of the white races, and of 
rman in particular, and produce universal equality and brother­

hood. The Jewish spirit is not merely under the illusion of these 
id a ; it i the force, in the world, which creates them in ideas and 
compel the rest of humanity to achieve them in practice. I need 
a k for no greater testimony to the truth of the whole thesis of 
thi book than Hitler's. His inspiration corroborates my own 
P trian refl ction. The only difference between us is that his 
will and mine respond to the truth in different ways. The thought 
of the triumph of the Jewish consciousness fills me with joyous 
exhilaration, while it casts Hitler into the depths of despair. For 
Hitl r the Jewi h consciousness is a poison. I have learned from 
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the greatest genius of the J ish race to recognize it a th \\ ater 

of Life." (pp. 225- 227) 

The J m ish problem is thu the world pro bl m pitomized. The 

present world conflict again find the Jew the ymbol and hi 

traditions the battle-ground of contending armies of mankind. 

The Rabbis of old apprehended this recurrent role hi h I r l 

plays in the drama of civilization and they welcomed it. □i1,7'• N 

□?iYil mm7 y::iit-ti, o,yrm, □i1rv 'S ,y '1N o;i,mJwio mo,po ,:,::i ?N • ,, 

y~oN::i o;i '7i1 n,ro, ::iiyoo, ::i,v , ,roo 7,s~, 01770 □ 7? =-~~ 
(Tana d'be Eliyahu, Chap. 5). Always in the c nt r. Hal vi 

called Israel the heart of the world. That is our horo cop . In 

that house of destiny wa our life cast! 

The Jews of this generation should welcome this role, hard 

though it be, even as th ir fathers before them. God ha again 

ent us a great, testing hour. We must again find the s r ng h no 

only for survival, but for a tiff-necked re istanc to the o N Ni!> 

who is again trampling under foo all that is noble and kindly and 

decent in life. We must arou e and join forces for a major off n ive 

with all men of all faiths and of all races who hav remain d faith­

ful to the spiritual vision of life. It i not enough to d f nd the 

status quo against reaction. Reaction must d feated by d troy­

ing those evils in our present system which made i po ibl . 

courageous attack all along the line, summoning all our courage 

and employing all of our resources,upon poverty, upon the conomic 

insecurity of the masse , upon corruption and special pri vil g , 

upon the excessive concentration of wealth in the hand of a few, 

upon monopoly and exploitation, upon the war machine and the 

merchants of death, upon chauvinism, national exhibitioni m and 

patrioteering, upon race arrogance and race domination - in a 

word, upon all that our religion and all th great religion of man­

kind have branded and outlawed. Reaction is attacking the Jew 

today. Let the Jew defend himself by an audacious count r 

attack. Let the Ark of the Covenant begin to move again! There 

are no weapons which reaction can forge strong enough to destroy 

us. n,~, N? 7'?~ ,~,, ,';,:, ,:,. And there are no fortresses strong 

enough to protect reaction against the mighty thunderbolts of the 
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human spirit once they are unlea hed. The Jews have been singled 
out for destruction. This is their holy and destined hour when 
"th xaltations of their God hould be in their throats and double-
dg d swords in h ir hands." 
Ju t a d mocracy and lib ralism will perish unless they resume 

th ir off n i , o the Jewish people will be defeated and beaten 
into rvitude unles they fling themselves resolutely into the fight 
with Amal k and unless the hands of their leaders remain firm 
and uplift d all through the long day of battle until the sun sets 
upon h ir ictory. 

In a n the pr ent tate of spiritual conflict and struggle in 
th world i a more normal and cong nial one for the spirit of our 
p opl . The lif of our pirit wa always a life of swords. Judaism 
wa fu d in truggle from anaanitish days onward. Prophecy 
wa born in prot st and militancy. The prophet was a man of 
trif and cont n ion to all th earth. The spirit of the Jew was 

n \ r r lax d, v n in Palestin . It was always braced against 
ali n influ n and th o , n pm. Our position as a people was 
alway almonnal, ven in he an ient world. or the ancient world 
wa all idolatrou and Isra l wa not. Our position was abnormal 
in th m di val world. It is abnormal in the modern world. It is 
m an to b . J udai m alway concei d of life as progress and 
pro re as the struggl of the spirit, to wr stle with gods and men 
and to pr vail. E n in the world to come, Judaism allowed no 
r po to the righ eous: K::li1 o1n~h i?'!JK i1nm;, Oi1~ l'N O'O.:Jn ,,,o,n 
(11. K. 29a). Our people are thus not likely to be shaken spiritu­
alJy b the tensions and stresses under which they are living and 
will continu to live. Rather are they likely to be healed and made 
whol by becoming more truly and more intimately themselves 
and mor a home wi h their own racial genius. 

0th rwi e, no new technique for Jewish survival is necessary. 
Ad quat communal organization, the proper education of our 
youth in th religion, languag , hi tory and literature of our people, 
th ncourag ment of J wi h scholarship and the devotion to and 
ac ive participation in the upbuilding of the Jewish homeland in 
Pal tine - th se are the ways which have proved adequate in the 
pa t and which are lik ly to pro e adequate in the future also. 
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To the everlasting credit of this sorely-tried generation of Jews 

be it said, that in spite of the tragedies which were pil d up upon 

it, Ossa on Pelion, in spite of the frightful disruption of numerous 

old centers of Jewish life, in spite of the impo ri hm nt, haus­

tion and persecutions which made of the whole hou hold of I ra 1 

one vast hostelry of pain, it nevertheless was abl to find within 

itself the energy, the courage and the resources to build in Pal tine 

in twenty short years a new and resplendent center of J wi h lif , 

already the fifth largest Jewish center in the world, and fir and 

foremost in the richness and vitality of its intrinsic J wish pirit 

and culture. Here in Palestine a new and powerful bulwark for 

the survival of the Jew and of Judaism has been established, as 

great and as rich in promise, and to be sure, under as great diffi­

culties, as in the days of Ezra and ehemiah. Regardless of any 

future developments, something great and heartening and re-as­

suring has already been achieved there. 
And so the Jewish people faces the critical days ahead not with­

out fears and misgivings, not without dark moments of agony and 

despair - for great is the wrath and terror and the menace - but 

fundamentally unshaken. Jews are carrying on, many of them 

magnificently. Witness the remarkable outpouring of loyalty, com­

passion and help on the part of Jews throughout th world for 

those of their fellow-Jews who find themselves in the iron crucible 

of affliction. All this is evidence of an inner oundness, of an un­

broken solidarity. Thoughtful Jews know their history. Th y 

know their resources. They ha e tak n the measure of their 

enemies. They understand the world significance of their great 

tribulation. In all this there is balm and healing. They know too 

that hope is a cardinal dogma of their ancient faith which they 

must not abandon. The first question which a man is asked on 

Judgment Day is: i1>7iw,~ n,!)~ "Did you hope for salvation?" 

Hope - and Will! 
Solomon ibn Verga tells this story in his ilili1' tj:JtV. A ship-load 

of Jewish refugees from Spain was swept by the plague, and the 

captain of the ship cast them all ashore upon a barren and unin­

habited coast. Most of the unfortunate refugees perished from 

hunger. Some of them pressed on desperately to find some human 
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habitation. Among them was a man, his wife and his two children. 
They struggled on through the barren waste, until the wife fainted 
and died. The man then carried his children in his arms and upon 
his shoulders until he, too, fell down and fainted from hunger and 
exhaustion. When h came to, he discovered that his two children 
had died. He then aro e and said: i1W1V i111N i1:lii1 :c,o,ivi1 p:ii 

N~, ,i1'i1N ' ,;i, ')N ,,1i1' O'OW :lW ' ,w on,:, ~l'W i1l0Nl l7in . ,z,, :lHl7NW 

'~~ N':lm nNJi1tV , o ~:, ~'311'. "Master of the Universe, Thou art 
doing much to force me to forsake my faith. Know, for sure, that 
in spite of Thee, I am a Jew and I shall remain a Jew, and that 
nothing that Thou hast brought upon me or art likely to bring 
upon me will make any difference." He then covered the bodies 
of his dead children with earth and scrub and walked on into the 
wilderness to find a human abode. 

Here is spiritual resoluteness which matches divine omnipotence! 
Here is will-power which says to the mountains: Be ye removed! 
Here, in the bitter cry of challenge wrung from the heart of this 
tortured Spani:sh refugee, is another key to the mystery of Jewish 
survival .... 
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