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ELIV •RED BY D .• ABBA HILLEL SILV ~, F CLEV' D, OHIO, AT T E CJ.· TIO 
ERIC lll LEGION IN CHIC GO, ILL. 0 EPT BER 27, 19~9. 

I am deepl g~ateful for the privilege of ddrecsing t 'i convention. The 

American Legion ·as born in ar nd it no ets gain in a 'Orld at , r. But rour 

dominant interest has, at all times, been not r but e-ce, and ~·our chief concern has 

been not foreign affairs but the preservation of Am rican ideals nd inst tutions at 

home. 

At no time in the last t · enty turbulent years as t heir been gre ter need fort t 

sound and constructive ,olicy .hich the Americ· n Legion has been pursuing t han at p~esent. 

e need toda more t han ever arm forthri ht and resolute t in1 ing nd act·on guided 

bj, only one principlea ho best to sa~eguard nd advance t . e hi h~st ntere ~t and 

noblest tradi t ons of our n tion. This is no time for narro ~. partisanship, for 

irresponsible demagoguery, for self- Jroclaimed prophet c monopolists e·ther of pea~e 

or righteousness, or for deceptive slogans and c tch- ords. 

e all ant peace. e all ant America to s , out of this r. e shall all 

do our utmost to help , eep America out of this r. , e no t he horrible toll end the 

critical folly of war. But men of equal sincerit and loyalt · can andd,o honestl~ 

di: fer a to the best means or achieving this end. Whether our ,a present leutr lity 

laws are best calculated to ceep us truly neutr 1 nd out of d nger of involve .ent in 

this ar or 1hether a revieion 1s necessary in order to ~eep a colo sal and unmerited 

advantage from going to one of the bellig~rents is a que tion concerning hich there 

can be and is a sharp and honest division of opinion. Our chosen representatives 

in Congrese have been called upon to render a ec :sion - a ec·s1on hich ill 

naturally be binding upon all of us. But it erves no good purpo e and it is a dist 

disservice to America to surround t he discussion of this vital issue ·hich requires 

t e utmost or reasoned jtdgment, .ith hysteria, to attempt to pede our legi -1 tors 

with organized tumult and uproar, to brand as r-mongers all tho e ho f vor 

revis on or our eutrality legi 1 t _on. 

Nor is it consistent ith the facts, or contribution to cle rt nking, or 
• I 
' 

a service to humanit to popularize the idea t hat in the Euro en strug le no 
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there are no basic issues involved ,ith hich the American people need be t 1 concerned, 

or that all ellig rents are equally culpable, or that Am rica stands to lo e noting 

it H tlerism and .. alinism ucceed in destroying t e last fe outposts of de ocracy and 

freedom in t he estern .. orld. e need never fer e in sion of our country by 

.i. Orei armies, espec·a11 if' e are strong enough in our milit ry d fense. ut 

if th t politic barbarism hich has swept over Europe in recent re• rs, destroying 

one independent d free country after another, gro sly violating t ri,hts of 

minorities, scrapping a 1 covenants and tre ties, .tam· ing out hw an freedom ilerever 

it reaches, persecuting all religions, extolling m·11 rism, force nd conque t, and 

converting Europe first into n arsenal and then into ab ttlefield - if tat ~olitical 

b b· rism triumphs in this .;._.- ~r nee _nd Engl nd are defe ted and in urn fall 

prey to dictatorship,~- its a~e .fv;i11 nvade our shor s, but it doc rine J and 

those ~ubsersive [ roups in our country hich have or~ied us not a little in recent 

ears ~11 increase and multiply at ousand- old, draw tr ngt.~ and ·nspir tion fro~ 

the universal triumph o diet torship abroad ·nd t e ill become not potential but 

anl( actual menace to our American democracy. It is doubtful • hether in a ••,orld in 

hich the last beacons of freedom ill h·ve been extinguished 
w 

dictatorship t h t our own torch of freedom can remain,,~~=~:-

fierce wins of 

So let us try wO think cle rly and realistic lly inthes difficult times. 
W· 

Above all, let us in these days hen nations re gain m9e•ieg in the dread Va ley of' 

Decision, keep steadily before our eyes and before t e eyes of our chi1 en the 

clear Tision of what erica i and hat e ant America to remain. Ther e those 

in our midst ho in the name of Americanism are destroying Am ric uiism. There are 

those loud pseudo-ch )ions of patriotism ho are in r ealit the sinister . urveyors 

of all forms of alienism in our mid t. 

s ncere but eluded victims of shred 

Thee re n:any men and roups in our land, 

f 
ropanda, others paid agents and spies of 

foreign government and till others just temperamen 1 bigots and fanatics ho are 
) 

helping in one ar or another, wittingly or un ' ttingly, to des -roy the Am rican / 

Ide 1. 

ome 



What is this Am .rican Ideal? What are the classic elements which g ·e tm queness 

and dist'nction to American life? 

First -i'he im~ortance of the individual. Every man is os essed of cert in 

inalienable rights. The st·te cannot veto them. No majorit~ can nbro te them. 

ill men, regardless of race nd religion are eoual before t e la. Any attem t to 

subjugate the individual to the ~tate or to discriminate against him in la bccau e of 

race or creed, is a ~ron 1 and deadly attack upon the Americ n Id .al. 

Second - Government by consent and not by constraint; government _rom :thin and 

not from ithout. Diet torship is government imposed fr m ithout. Democr- c:: is 

goverrun,nt self-imposed from within. The American enius strives to achieve ~~e est 

possible ay of life for the largest possible number of citizens t;u-ough their own 
I • 

volunt ry enter.rises, t~rough free 

evolutionary processes of trial and error. The Amer c n genius rejects al proffers 

of complete and re d~-made millenniums t the s_e rpoint of revolution and dictatorshi. 

It prefers the slo er and le~s glamorous way of overnment ut it all the 

horrors of governm nt by purges and liquid- tions, by terrorism and expropri tion, by 

es ionage and slavery. 

Third -~e gr ce of tol ranee. ·e re a composite eo,1e. .~any race::; had a 

hand in the discovery, exploration, colonization and developm nt of this great 

country. Tl P i ► Ours is a nation made up rom its ve ince~tion entirely of 

immi rants. Our Americ n life s a fine mosaic in hich many sep rater ce and 

religious attitu:les are grouped into one noble )attern. Despite occa ion.al la ~es 

there has prevailed a -holesome attitude of good 11, tole nee and cooper tion -

a among our people. The genius of America has manire~ted itself n ste d_ly di <'? solving 

the hard concretion or groups and reducing them to their ndividual human components. 

Europe is concerned ith the rights of minorities. Am rica is concerned th the 

rights of men. 

Those people, therefore, in our midst, who ould break up American life into 

hostile racial or religious groups and ho would persuade others to Juig• American 
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c 1 ti z ens not on the basis of individual orth, character or ch ve ent, but on the 

basis of the race to hich they belong, or the rel 0 gion to nich tley ub cribe, re 

the deadlie t foes of the spirit, as e 1 as the pe ce of the Americ n ~eo?le. 

This true v·sion of kle . ic life should be ept undin.med in th se d ken ng da s. 

It is our sole hope for the future. It is our one chance to keep our de r count ree 

from t e ravages of the hates, v~tterne. es and conflicts hich have disf' ured t .e 

Old orld. For the last twenty years , the de pe ate peoples of Europe ve tried a 

way of life 'hich is the very opposite of the Americ· n a of life - the u pre.sion 

of the individual, government by ukase, Jii'd dictatorship, and race and reli ious 

intolerance - and it has led them, as in vitably it must, tote blood-soaked 

battlefields of ar . r 

eir tr gic footsteps. ·ou, soldiers of America, ho 

ave given proof of your loyalty to America in ar and in eace, help ~eep erica ree, 

cle&n, just, tolerant and wtlted. 
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Fr. e 
.11 ~~S DELIV.'.!,Rr,D BY DR. ABBA HI LEL SILVER, SF QLiJ¥UiftJii?, SHH~, AT Tl:IE CJ VE:ITION 
·i OF THE AMERICAN LEGIO IN CHICAGO, ILL. ON EPTE, BER 27, 1939. 

I am deeply grateful for the privilege of addreesing this convention. The 

Americ: n Leg;· n was born in war • nd it no¥ meets again in a orld at 'i'H. r. But your 

dominant interest has, at all times, been not war but peace , and your chief concern has 

been not foreign affairs but the preservation of Am rican ideals and institutions at 

home. 

At no time in the last twenty turbulent years has th,. Fbeen greater need for that 

sound and constructive ~olicy hich the American Legion has been pursuing than at present . 

e need today more than ever warm forthright and resolute thinking and act·on guided 

by only one princtple : ho best to safeguard an advance t½e highest interes t nd 

noblest traditions of our nation. This is no time for narrow partisanship, for 

irresponsible demogoguery, for self- Jroclaimed prophetic monopolist, either of peace 

or righteousness, or for deceptive slogans and c tch- ords. 

ie all want peace. We all want America to sta, out of this war . ~e shall all 

do our utmost to help keep America out of this war. We know the horrible toll and the 

critical folly of war . But men of equal sincerity and loyalty can and d,o honestly 

di:fer as to the best means of achieving this end. Whether our JIii present Neutr.«illty 

laws are best calculated to ceep us truly neutral and out of danger of involvement in 

this ar or whether a revision is necessary in order to eep a colossal and unmerited 
• 

advantage from going to one of the belligerent~ is a question concerning which there 

can be and is a sharp and honest division of opinion. Our chosen representatives , 

in Congress have been called upon to render a ' ec i sion - a dec~sion hich ill 

naturally be binding upon all of us. But it serves no good purpose and it is a distinct 

disservice to America to surround the discussion of t.~is vital issue 1hich requires 

the utmost of reasoned judgment, ~ith hysteria, to attempt to t mpede our legis l tors 

~ 
with organi zed tumult and uproar, 1!'Ni,. to brand as w r-mongers all those who favor a 

revision of our eutrality legislation. 

Nor is it consistent iith the facts, or a contribution to clear thinking, or 

a service to hwnanity to populariz~ the idea that in the Europe·n struggle no, r ag ing 
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there are no basic issues involved with which the American people need be at ~11 concerned, 

or that all belligerents are equally culpable, or that Am rica stands to lose nothing 

if Hitler~~ and S alinism succeed in destroying the last fe outposts of democracy and 

freedom in the Vestern World . e need never fer the invasion of our coillltry by 

foreign armies, especially if we are strong enough in our military defenses. But 

if that political barbarism which has swept over Europe in recent ye~rs, destroying 

one independent and free coillltry after another, grossly violating the ri hts of 

minorities, scrapping all covenants and treaties, stamping out human freedom wherever 

it reaches, persecuting all religions, extolling m·li arism, force, r. nd conquest, and 

converting Europe first into n arsenal and then into a battlefield - if that political 

brrb rism triumphs in this w, r, and Fr&nce and Englarrl are defeBted and in turn fall 
*\#I ~ ~,/ 

prey to dictatorship, armiesr invade our shores, but its doctrines ; and 

those subsersive groups in our coillltry hich have worried us not a little in recent 
w 

years ~~11 increase and multiply a thousand-fold, draw strength and inspir~ttion from 
A 

the universal triumph of dict - torship abroa~and the ill become not a potential but 

ai actual menace to our meric n democr cy. It is doubtful whether in a v,orld in 

which the last beacons of freedom will h ve been extinguished by the fierce winds of 
(.J.,-y,_ L,<.."""-A.....-Y ~cL. 

dictatorship 
.✓. ~ 

/ 7 

So let 

that our ovm torch of freedom can remain 
/' I 

us try to think cle~rly and realisticaUy inthestd.fficult times. 

~ 
Above all , let us in these days when nations re again wai,ing in the dre d Va ley of 

Decision, keep steadily before our eyes and before the eyes of our children the 

clear vision of what F.merica is and hat we ant America to remain. Ther are those 

in our midst who in the name of Americanism are destroying Americ,nism. Ther~ are 

those loud pseudo-champions of patriotism who are in reality the sinister purveyors 

of all forms of alienism in our midst . Thee re many men and roups in our land, some 

sincere but deluded victims of shrewd ro~nda, others paid agents and spies of 

foreign governments and still others just temperament 1 bigots and fanatics ho are 

helping in one wa or another, ittingly or un~ ·ttingly, to des roy the American 

I eal. 
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What is this American Ideal? ·hat are the classic elements hich g e uniqueness 

and dist·nc :ion to American life? 

First - -,;;e im~ ortance of the individual. Every man is possessed of certain 

inalienable rights. The state cannot veto them. No majority can abrog· te them. 

All men, regardless of race nd religion,are equal before the law. Any attem t to 

subjugate the individual to the state or to discriminate against him in law because of 

race or creed, is a frontal and deadly attack upon the Americ n Ideal. 

Second - Government by consent and not by constraint; government from within and 

not from without . Dictrtorship is government imposed fr~m without. Democr is 

goverrunPnt self-imposed from ,.:thin . The Americtn enius trives to achieve the bet 

heir o :n possible way of life for the large t po~~er of citizens through 

volunt&ry enterprises, thro h fr!.f~ ttp:on, n'1 step lzy step/ through 

evolutionary proce e of trial and error. The Americ·n genius rejec s all proff r 

the 

of complete nd ready-made millenniums at the spe rpoint of revolution nd dictator hip. 
µ ~ 

It prefers the slo er nd less glamorous w )iof over ntI ~ it~voids all the 

horrors of government b purges nd liouidations, terroris nd expropri tion, by 

e r--iona e nd slavery . . 

Third -~grace of tolerance. le re compos te eo le. ~an r ces d 

hand in the discover, explor tion, colonization ad development of thi greet 

count • Ours is a natio made up from it ver inception entirely of 

immi r nt. Our Amer c n life is a fine mo ic in vhich many sep rate race and 

religious ttitudes re grouped into one noble attern. De pite occ io al lase 

there ha prevailed a rholesome ttitude of good ·ill, toler nee and cooper ion ~ 

llil among our people. The eniuc of America h&s m nife ted it elf in ste dily dissolving 

the hard concretion of groups and reducin the to their individual hum n component. 

Europe i concerned with the rights of minorities. Am rica i concerned -~th the 

rights of men. 

Those people, therefore, in our midst• who ould break up American lif into 

roups and ho u,ould persuade others to ju:ige American 
ho tiler ci 1 or religious " 
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citizens not on the basis of individu 1 worth , char cter>or chieve nt , but on th 

basis of the race to which they belong , or the reli ion to ~hich the cu scribe , ere 

the deadlie t foes of the spirit , as well as the peace of the America p ople . 

Thi~ true vision of Ame ican life should be kept undimmed in these d rkenin d ys. 

It is our sole hope for the fnture . It is our one chance to keep our dear count free 

from the ravages of the hates , bitt rnesses and conflicts hich have di figured he 

Old 'orld . For the last twenty year , the de per te peoples of Europe ave tried a 

ay of life i~ hich i the very opposite of the Americc n v. ay of life - the suppreA ion 

of the individual , government by uka ~d:Ctatorship, and race and religious 

intolerance - and it has led them , as inevita ly it muRt , to the blood- 0 0 ked 

• ba tlefields of ,ar . 

Let us not~ ti:-ir tragic footsteps . 

have given proof of your loyalty to 

clean , just, tolerant and united .
1 

erica i n war 

You , soldiers of America , •ho 

din peace, help keep America free , 
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ADDRESS DBLIVIRBD BY DR. ABBA. HILLBL SILVER, OF CLEVBLUD., OHIO, AT CuNFBREICB 
OP AIIERICil LEIIOB IB CHICAGO on bEP'rEIIB& IT, --

I aa deeply gn.tetul tor thia prinleg• or addreaaing thia Oon-.ction. The 

Aaerioan Legion waa born in war and it now me.ta again in a wOJ-ld. at war. But your 

4ominan+, intere■t baa, at all time■, b-n not 1l&l' bd p•oe, and. your ohiet oon.oem 

ba1 been not foreign atCalr•., but the pr•••rn.tion of Aaerioan icleala and in•titut1on.a 

at haa. 

At no time in the last twenty turbulmt year• baa there bee o-•ter need tor 

'that ao1md. and. oonatruo-tln poliey llhi di the Aaerioan Legion baa been purauing the at 

paeaent. We nN4 today more than ever oallll forthright and. reaalil\a thill31ng and aotion 

guided. by only one principle, how beat to aai'egard and &d'ftJloe the highe■t intereata 

and. noble1t traditiona of our natian. Thia 1• no thl• tor narrow paniaan.lhip, tor 

irreaponaibll d.aagogu•l"J', tor aelt-proolaiaed prophri1• monopoli1ta either ot p•M 

or righteouanesa, or tor cleoeptin 1logana and oatoh~da. 

e all want p•oe. • all want Amerioa to ay ou ot thia war. We ■hall all 

our utmo1t to help keep Ameri• out of thia war. e know the horrible toll and. 

th• or1w1nal folly of war. But me of equal 1inoerity and loyalty can and do homa1tl7 

differ •• to th• beat meana ot ahieving thia ed. Whether our pr•••t Weutralit7 

laws are beat oaloula'\ed to keep u1 truly MU'tn.l. an4 out ot danger or inT~t in 

ttil.1 war. or wmther a rm1ion i• neo•••ary in ordar to lmep a ooloaail and unmerl.te4 

acl:natage ti-om going to on• ot the belligerenta, 11 a queation. oonoerning whioh there 

oan be a4 11 a •harp and hon.eat d.iriaion ot opinion. Our ohoac r.preaatatiwa 1n. 

Congr••• have been oalled upon to rm.cler a deo11ion • a deolaion which will u.turalq 

be binding upon all ot ua. But it 1.-na no good purpo■• and it 11 a 41.atinot diaaenioe 

to .uwrioa to 1urro\lll4the diaoua■ian of Wa rttal iaaue wh1oh requirN the utaoat of 

reaaonecl judp.•t, with lq'ateria, to attlllll.Pt to st•pede our leg1.1latora with orpnis•• 

tamlt an4 uproar, md to brand aa -.r-aongera all those who h.'YGI' a rm.alan ot our 

Hor 11 it oonailtct with the taot■, or a oontrib\l'\icm to •l•ar tbi~-ng 



.. 
-2- 9-27-11 

Ameriean LegiClll 

or a ••rrlo• to h11mn1'ty to poplll.arlae the 14• tlat in th• llae,-a •truggle n01r raging, 

there are no baaio 1aauea inTolTecl with whioh the Jaerioa.n people need be at all 

eoneerned, or that all b.Uigermt• are equally oulpabl•• or that Aaeriea •ta.Dela to 

. r 

loae nothing it Hitl.-ia and stalinia 1uo0Md 1n deatroying the lt. at t• outpo•t• ot 

claooraoy and treed.Oil 1n th• ••tern rlcl. e n"d nffer tear the invasion ot our oO\UlV'J 

b7 foreign and••• eapeoially 1f we are strong enough in our ailitaey detm•••• But it 

that politioal barbar1• whioh ha1 nept OYflr Europe 1n reoent yeara deetroying cm• 

indepen4mt and tree oountry after another, groaal7 Tiolating the riglrts• ot ld.nori ti••, 

aorapping all OO'YCAD'U a.nd treatiea, at.aping out hlllml treedma wherner it r•ohe•• 

peraeouting all religiou. extolling Jld.litari•• tcroe and oonquen, u.4 oonTening 

Europe tirat into aa aracaal, and the into a battle tieltl • it that polltioal barbaria 

tr1uapha in thi• war, and Frano• and •g1anc1 are det'•ted, and in turn tall prq to 

diotatorahip, not ita araie1 rill innde our ahorea, but it• d. trill••• and tho•• aub

Terain groupa in our oountry whioh have worried ua not a 11 ttle 1n reoant year• will 

inor ••e and DN1 tipl7 a thouaand•told, drawing •tr~ and inapiratioa tram the uni nraal 

tri Ullph ot d1natorahip abroad, and that will beoome not potctial, but an aotual 

JNDaoe to our .laerioan d-J"U7• It 1• cloubt.tul whether in a wcr14 in whioh the last 

be&(au ot treedaa will have beG eztinpiahed by the tiNo• wjncla ot dlotator•hip, 

that our awn tereh ~ freedom oan r-.in burniJll. 

So, let ua try to thi»k olearly and r•li1tioally in the•• dittlow.t tiaea. Above, 

all, 1 et ua in the•• daf• when nat1 on• are ap.in Meting in the dreacl Vall 9' ~ Deola1on, 

keep atea.4117 before our eyea and before ta 979• ot our ohildra, th• olear Ti11oa ot 

what Jaerioa 1• and what we want Aaerioa to raain. flier• are "1101e 1n our lliclat who in 

the name ot JaeriouJ.D ar• destroying Aaerioam.-. There are tho•• l•cl pan4o-obellpiona 

ot patriati• who are 1A realitf the •Water pun--vora ot all toraa ot alienia in our 

aidat. There are ~ JUn ud groupa in our l.&ncl• aame 1inoere but clelua4 Tinl• et 

lh.nlr4 pnpagad.a, other• paid agmta an4 apiea of foreip pnl'DIMlll'ta, u.4 1Wl other• 

who are j1.11t t-,.raa•fal bigota and tua-tioa who are helping 1n cm• ~ or uaother. 

w1 ttingly or \lllld. tt1Jigl7, to cleatroy the jaeriou Icleal • 
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'lhat ia thia .laeriou Ideal? 

aD4 cliatinoticm to Aaerioan Lite! 

•I• 

Pirat - the illportanoe of the in4i vidual. EYery Jl&D. 1• po•••••ed ot oertain iDalia.

abl• right■• Th• atate oazm.ot Teto th-. l'o -.jorit7 oan abregate th-. All ... regard-

1••• ~ raoe u.d religion, are equal before the law. Azq att•pt to aubjugate th• iJ:uliT• 

id:ual to the State. or to 41.1orilllinate againat hia in la beoause ot race or oree• ii a 

tron-1 and deadl.7 attaok upon the Aalrioan lcleal.. 

Seocmd - gn..-maet by oonaat and not by oc:matraintJ goTeft!amt troa within a4 

not h'om wltho1n. Diotator■hip 1• govenmmt illpo1ed tram without. Daoeraq 1• gnea

llNlt 1elt•:!11pNed f'r• within. The Jaerioan. gmdua atriTe• to aohine the beat po1aible 

~ ot lite tor ti. lrge1t po1eible n~r ot citistn1 through their OWD TOluntary 

mt •pri••• • through tree ezpariactation, and 1tep by step through th• nolutionaey 

prooeaa .. ot trial and error. Th• Aaerioan gtiliua r.ejeot1 all prottera ot ooaplete 

an4 r•q-Jll.u millenniuma at the apearpoint of rnoluti an4 4191:ator■hip. It prefer• 

th• 1lonr an.cl i. •• glwroua way ot gOY«r111111nt. Bu i &Toida all th• horro•• ot 

gc,y.,._t by purg .. and liquidation•, by twroria and a:propriation. by eapionage an4 

Third- the grace ot toleranoe. We are a ooapo1ite people. JiaD¥ "-"'had.a 

band. in the 41•oft"erf, exploration. oolcmisaticm an4 4nelopaent of thia gr•t oOUDtr.y. 

Ow-a i• a nation •d• up trca it• vw7 inoeption en1d.rel7 ot iadgranta. Our .w.r1oan 

into one noble pattern. Deapit• oooa1icm.al lap•••• there ha• prnaile4 a wholeaaae 

atti'lnld• ot good. w111, tolenmoe m4 ooop..-.tic aaong our people. The gciu ot 

.bl.al• ha• IIU.iteatecl itaelt in at•clily cl.iaaolTing the hard oonoretian ot grwpa 

aa4 reda&oing th• to thdr incl.i ...S.cl.ual. bween o•pc,nmta. l\lrope i• oonoerae4 with the 

righu ot 111Dont1••• Jaerioa 1• oonoeirned with the right• ot me. 

Tho•• people. therefore, in our Jllid.at who 11>ulcl. break up Aalrioan life 1111-h 

heetile raoial or religioua group. and. who would perauacle other• to judge Aaerloan 

01111••• not an the 'baei1 ot lncliTibl worth o'---_.- o• a-'-.a- t, 1...J. ~ • ~u .,_ • W&.1.19T-•a , Ulill, GD. ... 
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ba111 ot the raoe to whioh they belong, or the religl.on to whioh th.y- subaoribe, are 

the d.ea411 eat foes of the apiri t aa 1Nll as the peaoe of the Aaerioan people. 

Thia true vision of .laeri.oan lite ahould be k.pt mdimmed in th••• darkaning 

daya. ·1t ia our eol e hope for the tuture. It 1• our one ohanoe to keep our dear 

oountry tree from th rava.g•• ot the hates, bitternea••• and ocmtliot• whioh ha-.e 

cliotigured the OJ.cl \ orld. For -f;he last twcty yeara the desperate people ot 

Europe han tried a way of life whioh 1 s the v ery oppoaite of the .laerioan •1 ot 

lite - the auppreaaion ot the inclividual, gOTer"ll'IUl11; by ulru• and d.inatorahip. and. 

n.o• and rel.1gioua intoleraoe - uul it bu led them, a• inevitably it clo•s• to the 

blood-•o&ked 'battletielda ot war. 

Utt ua not follow in their tragio footatepa. You, aolU.ra ot Jaerioa, who 

have g1T111 proot of your loyalty to Aaerioa in 

Aaer1oa tree, olean, jut, tolerant an.4 \lldtedl 

an4 in aoe, help keep 



The American Ideal!============== 
================-=-=-======-=s By RABBI ABBE HILLEL ILVER, National Chaplain J.W.V. 

l am deeply grateful fpr this privilege of 
acldre . ing thi onv ntion . The American 
Legion was born in war and it now meet 
again in a world at war. But your dominant 
intcrc t ha , at all time,, hcen not war but 
peace, ancl your chief concl'rn ha hccn not 
foreign affairs, but the pre. ervation of 
American ideal. and imtitutions at home. 

At no time in the la . t twenty turbulent 
vcar has there been greater need for that 
-ound and con tructi\·c policy which the 
American Legion ha been pursuing than at 
pre ent. \\' e need today more than ever 
ralm forthright and resolute thinking and 
action guidrcl by only one principle: how 
he t to a f cguard and advance the high st 
intere t and noble t tradition of our na
tion. Thi is no time for narrow parti an-
hip, for irre ponsible demagoguery, for 

sel £-proclaimed prophetic mono pol i ts either 
of peace or righteousness, or for deceptive 
. logans and catch-word . 

\\·c all \\ant peace. \Ve all want -\mer
ica to tav out of this war. \\' e shall all 
do our utmoc;t to help keep America out 
of this \\·ar. We know the horrible toll 
and the criminal folly of war. But men 
of equal sincerity and loyalty can ancl do 
honesth· differ as to the he. t mean of 
achic\·i~g this end. Whether our pre ent 
Xeutralit\· laws arc he t calculated to keep 
us trulv ;,eutral and out of danger of in
vol\'(~m-cnt in this war, or whether a re
vi ion i necessary in order to keep a 
colo al and unmerited advantage from 
going to one of the belligerent~. i. a 
question concerning which there can be 
and is a harp and hone t di\'ision of 
opinion. Our chosen representative in 
Congrc ha\·e been called upon to render 
a dcci ion-a deci ion which will naturally 
be binding upon all of us . But it en· 
no goocl purpo c and it i distinct di-..
service to America to surround the dis
cu sion of thi vital is. uc which re(]uire 
the utmo t of rea one<l judiJT>r:,t, with 
hysteria, to attempt to stampede our legi -
lators with organized tumult and uproar, 
and to brand a war-mongers all tho e 
who favor a re\·i ion of our X eutrality 
legislation. 

X or is it con i tant with the fact . or 
a contribution to clear thinking or a er
vie to humanity to popularize the idea 
that in the European struggle now raging, 
there are no basic issue involved with 
which the American people need I c at all 
concerned, or that all belligerents are 
equally culpahle, or that America stands 
to lose nothing if Hitlerism and Stalinism 
succeed in clc. troying the la t few out
posts of democracy and freeclom in the 
We tern World. \\'e need never fear the 
invasion of our country hy foreign armies. 
especially if we arc strnng enough in our 
military clef en e. . But if that political bar
barism which has swept over Europe in 
recent years de . troying one independent 
ancl free country after another, grosslj 
violating the right of minorities. crap
ping all covenants and trcatie , tamping 
out human freeclom \\ hercvcr it reachc. , 
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per . ecuting all religion , extolling mili
tari m, iorcc ancl conque,t, and convert
ing Europe fir-.t into an ar-.cnal, and then 
into a hattlc hcl<I if that political bar
barism triumph · in thi . war, and France 
and England arc defeated, a11<1 in turn fall 
prey to dictator,hip, not it armies will 
in\'a<IC' our -..hore~, hut it doctrine ; ancl 
tho sul>Yer-..ivl' group in our country 
\\'hich ha,e \\orril'd us not a little in re
cent ~ ears ,1 ill incrca c and multiply a 
thousand-fold, dra\1 ing . tren~th and in
spiration from the univcr al triumph of 
dictatorship aliroa<I, and that wilr beconw 
not a potential, Inn an actual ml'nace to 
our .\ml' rican democracy . It i<, doubtful 
whether in a world in which the la,t bea
con of freedom will ha\'c been extin
guished hy the fierce wind of dictator hip, 
that our own torch of freedom can re
main hurning. 

o, let us try to think clearly and rcal
i tically in the c difficult times. Abovr, 
all, let us in the. e clays when nations are 
again mcrting in t·'.1c dread \·alley of De
cision, kt'eJl . teadily before our eye. and be
fore the eyes of our children. the clear 
vi ion of what merica i. and what we 
want ~merica to remain. There are tho e 
in our midst who in the name of Amer
icani m arc destroying- AmC'ricanism. There 
arc those loucl p. ueclo-champions of patriot
i. m ,, ho arc in reality the '\inister pur
veyor of all form nf alienism in our 
mid t. There arr many men and g-roups i11 
our land. some inccre hut deluded victims 
of . hrewcl prop::il,!ancla, others paid aj.!ents 
and spic of foreig-n government, and still 
other who are ju t temperamental hig-ots 
and fanatic \\ ho are helping- in nne way or 
another. wittinl!'ly or unwittin~ly, to destroy 
the AmC'rican Ideal. 

'What is this American Tdeal? What arc 
the classic elements which give uni(]ueness 
and di tinction to American Li fr? 

First-the importance of the individual. 
Every man is nmscssed of certain inalien
able ri~hts. Tfic- statc- rannot vc-to them. 

o majority can ahrol!'atc them. All men 
rc1rnrrllcss of race- and relil,!ion. arr equal 
hcfore the law. Any attempt to suhiug-atc 
the inrlivirlual to the State, or to discrim 
inate ag-ainst him in law hecausc of race or
creerl is a frontal and deadly attack upon 
the American Trleal. 

Second-i:rovc-rnment hy consent anrl not 
constraint: ,rovernment from within and 
not from without. Dictator hin is i:rovcrn
mrnt imposC'd from without. Dc-mocracv is 
1mvc-rnmc-nt srlf -imposert from within. Thc-

merican g-cnins strive~ to achieve the hest 
nossihk way of life for the largest poc;sihle 
numhC'r of citizens throui:rh their own vol
untary enterpri es, thrnu~h free experi-

mcntation, and step by tep through the 
evolutionary proce ses of trial and error. 
The rnerican gcniu reject all proffers 
of complete and ready-made milh:nniums a 
the pearpoint of revolution and dictatorship. 
It prefer the lower and Jes glamorou 
way of government. But it avoids all the 
horrows of government by purges an<l 
liquidations, by terrorism and expropriation, 
hy e pionage and lavcry. 

Third-the grace of tolerance. We are 
a compo ite people. Many race had a 
hand in the discovery, exploration, colon
ization ::-.nd development of thi great coun
try. Our is a nation made up from it 
very inception entirely of immigrant . Our 
Americ:111 Ii fe i a fine mosaic in which 
many :cparate race ancl religiou iclcnti tie 
arc grouped into one noble pattern. De
spite occa. ional lapses, there has prevaile<l 
a whoJt,some attitude o f good will, tolerance 
and cooperation among our p oplc. The 
g-enius of America has manife tc<l itself in 
steadily dissolving the hard concretion of 
group and rcducinl! them to t~1eir individual 
human components. Europe is concerned 
with the rights of minorities. America is 
concerned with the rights of men. 

Those people, therefore, in our midst who 

would break up American life into hostile 
r:1cial or reliidnu groups, and who would 
p r uacle other to judge American citizen 
not on the ha. is of individual worth, char 
acter or achievement, but on the ba ic; of 
the race to which they belong, or the re
ligion to which they subscribe, arc the dearl
licst foe of the pirit ac; well as the 
peace of the merican people 

This true vision of American life shoul,1 
be kept undimmed in the e darkening clay . 
It is ou r ol hope for the future. It i 
our one chance to keep our dear country 
frc-e from the ravage of the hates. bitter
nes. ess and conflich which have di . fi!{ur rd 
the Old World . 17or the la . t twenty yearc; 
the desperate people of Europe have tried 
a way of life which i. the very opposit 
of the American way of Ii fe-thc suppres-
- ion nf the individual g-onrnment hy uka~ 
and dictatorship, and race and relig-ir,11, in
tolerance-and it has le,t them. a in1·vitah
ably it doc . to the bloo<l-,oakecl battle
fields of war. 

Let us not follow in their tragic foot 
steps. You. c;olcliers of America. who havr 
gi\'en proof of your loyalty to America i11 

war and in peace. help keep mcrica fre<', 
clean, just, t, ,lrrant and united! 

HE IS AN AMERICAN.' 
He is an American. 
!le hears an airplane overhead, and ii he looks up at all, dues :,u in curio~1t.,, 

neither in fear nor in the hope of l'Clllg a protector. 
His wife oes marketing, and her purchases arc limited by her neL'<ls, her ta tb. 

hl'r budget, but not by decree. . . 

He comes home of an evening through street:-. \\ hich an: \\ ell lighted, not dimly 
in blue. 

Uc reads his newspapl'r an<l kno\\:, that \\ hat it :,ays i~ not c,111L• •f'tt·d hy a hun·au, 
but an honest, untrammekd l'ffort to pre l'llt the truth. 

lle has never had a ga:, ma k on. 
He has never been in a bombproof shel ter. 
His military training, an R. U. T. C. course in collL·g-e, he tuuk becau c it l'X· 

cuscd him from the gym cour,l', and it \\a · nut compul ·ory. 
He belongs to :,uch fraternal organizations and cluhs a:, _he wi:,hc •. . 

He a<lherl':, tu a political part.> tu the extent tl~at he dl's1n·~-thc ~lon~mant one: 
if that be his d1uice, but with the di tinct reservation that he may cn~1c1ze ~n}: ot 
ib }lulicics with all the vigor "hich to 111111 seem:, proper-any othl'r as lus conv1ct1011~ 
<l1ctate, even, if it he his deci,-ion, one I\ hich holds tliat the t{1eory of gonrnmcnt 01 

the cuuntry is wrong and should he cra}lped. . 
He docs nut believe, if hi:, party is out of power, that the 1111ly way III which 

tt can come into puwt·r 1s 111~ .. u~h a bluuc.ly revolution. . . 
He converse:, with fril'll<h, l'\'l'II with chance acqua111t;111cl·,. cxpres,-mg free!} 

lus opinion un any :.ubjcct \\ itho11t fl-ar. . . 
He doc - not expect hi - mail t" hl· opened bctwcl'n pustmg an<l receipt nor hi~ 

telephone tu be tapped. . . 
He changes his })lace of d\\elling and dol' not rL"port ,-o doing tu the pultcl'. 

lle has not rl'1-tistcre<I ,,·ith tlw polin·. 
He carril's an idrntitication car<) onl~ in casl' he should he the \'icti111 oi a tratlir 

accident. 
He thinks of hi 11cighlx1rs ano,-, inll·rnati11nal hor<ll•r,--:--of thosl' to the north 

a:, though tht·) WlTl' acr,,s-. a Stall' lim rather than a,- _fo rl'tgners--of !l\Ose to the 
-.outh more a, ,tralll,!.l'r,-, !-inct· thl'Y spl·,1k a_ la_nguag-e d1fft·n•nt fr!1111 _ lus, and \\ 1th 
the knowltdge that therl' a1T now mattt•r,- 111 d1ffl·re11ce bctwt·cn his (.jovrnmcnt and 
theirs but uf 1tl·i1hcr \I ith an expectam·y of \I ar. 

] j l' \\'or,-hip,, Gnd in th!' f a,-hion of his choiCl', without let. 
His childrl'll ar • ,\'ith him in {,is home. neither remov{'(I to _ a place of grt·all'r 

-.aft-ty. if young, nor, if oldcr, ordered n ·ady to . crve the statt· ,nth acrificc of limh 
or life. 

He has his prohkms, his t rouhh·s, hi, uncertaintie .. but all others arc not ovcr-
hadowcd hy th • immi1wnct• of battk and ,-udclt·n ckath. 

He shoul<I !-truggk to prt'M'TVl' his Anwricanism with it. priceless privileges. 

He is a fortunall' man. 
He is an Amcri ·,fo. 
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I .u1 dP<'ply gratpful for thi:-; pri\·ileg<' of addn•::,,;

ing t hi:-- ( 'onY<•ntion. Tlw .\11H'riea11 L<•gion 

wa.- horn in war and it now IIH'<'t:-; again in a 

world at war. But your dominant intPrP:-t ha:-, 

at all ti111<':-, lw<•n not war hut p<':H'<' and ~·our 

ehi<'f c·onc·c•rn ha:-- hc•pn not forPign affair.-. hut 

tlw prC':-<'n'ntion of Anwriea11 idc•als and in:-;ti

tution:,; at honw. 

.\t 110 tinw in the• la:--t hwnty turhul<•nt ~'<'ar:-

ha:- th<'n' IH'<'II grc•atN rH'<' d for that sound and 

c·on.'trudiY<' polic·~· whi<"h th<' .\nwriean LPgio11 

has h<'<'ll pur:--ui11g than at pr<'i--<•nt. \\'c• rwc•d 

today 1110n' than <'\'N C':tlrn forthright and 

rPsolutC' thinking and aetion guidc•d hy onl~· one· 

principle•: how h<'st to :--af Pl,!:Uard and advance· 

tlw hig}w:-;t intc•n•:-:ts and nohl<':--t tradition:-- of 

our nation. This i:-- 110 ti111<' for narrow parti:--a11-

:-:hip, for irrC'spon:--ihl<' dc•111agoguc•ry, for :,;plf

prorlainH'd phoplwtie monopoli:--h eitlwr of 

JW:l<'<' or rightPou:--rH•:-;:,;, or for d<'C'<'ptivc• :,;logans 

and eakh-word:-- . 

\Ye• all want peace' . \\.<' all want ..\11H•rica to 

:--tay out of this war. \Ye• :,;hall all do our 11t1110:-t 

to hc·lp kc'<'P Anwri<'a out of this war. \\'c• know 

t lw honihlc• toll and the C'ri111i11al foll)· of war. 

But nH' n of <'qual :-:i11eC'rity and loyalty <·an and 

do ho1H•sti>' diffN as to th<' hP.-t nwa11:,,; of 

achic>ving this p11<l. \\'lwtlwr our prC':,;c•11t XC'u

tralit)· law:-; an' l>C':--t <"aleulafrd to k<'<'P u:-- tnil>· 

rwutral and out of dang<'!" of inn>ln' IIH'llt iu this 

war, or whc>tlwr a l'<'\'i:-;ion i:-; 11<'<'<':-;:-;ary in order 

to kC'<'P a eolo:-;:,;al :rnd 11n111<'rited adnrntaµ:c> from 

1,?:oini.r to orw of tlw bc•llig<•1·c•11t:-;, i:-; a q1wstion 

eoncc>rning whieh tlwrc• c·an IH' and i:-; a sharp 

and hmwst division of opinion . Om C'ho:,,;pn 

l'PJ>r('Sl'II tat i vc•:,; i 11 ( 'ongr<'s:-- ha V<' hc•c•11 c·:d l<•d 

upon to l'<'IHlc•r a dc,eision a dc•<"i.-ion whi<'h 

will nnturally lw binding upon all of 11:-. But 

it sc•n'<':- rw good purpo:-<' and it i:-: :l dist inet 

di:--:-;C'r\'irc• to A111c•riC'a to :,,;urround t lw di:-;C'u:--sion 

of thi.- vital i.-suc• whieh re quirp:-; tlw 11tn10:-;t of 

r<'a:,;on<>d judgnH'nt, with hy:,,;tc•ria, to attc•111pt to 

:--ta1111wd<' our lc•gi.-lator:-- with orµ:ani:wd tumult 

and uproar, and to brand as war-111ong<'r:-; all 

thos<' who favor a r<'\'ision of our XPutrality 

legislation . 

.·or is it eonsistPnt with th<' fads, or a c·on

trihutio11 to <"l<':tr thinking or a :,,;c•n·icc• to 

humanit~· to popularize• tlw idc•:t that in tlw 

European :-:trugglc• now raµ:ing. thc•r<' an· no 

hasiC' is:--uc•.- inn>l\'C•d with whirh tlw .\rtH'riC':tn 

J)( opl<' m•('d h(' at all c·orH·c•rrwd. or that all 

hc•lliµ:c•rc•nt:-- arc' equally <'lllpahlc>, or that .\lll('l'iC'a 

:-;talHI.- to lose• nothing if llitlPrism and , 'talini:--m 

:--ll('<'P<'d in dP:-;tro)·inµ: th< la:--t fc•w outpo.-t :-; o f 

dernocrac·~· and frc•c•dom in tlH' \Y<':--frrn \\"or l d . 

Wt> nC'c>d n<'n'r fl'ar t lw invasion of our c·mmtr~· 

h~· forc•ign annic•:,,;, <':--p<'C'iall~· if W<' ;trc' ..; t rong 

c•nouµ;h in our military dc·fC'n:-C':--. But if that 

politi<"al harharis111 whi('h ha:-- :--wc•pt o\·pr !-:ump<' 

in l"<'<'<'nt .,·c•ar:,,; clc•:-:t roying one• indPp<' lldc•nt and 

fn•c• eountry affrr anotlwr, gros.-1~- \'iolnting t lw 
riµ:ht..; of mirwriti<•:,; . ..;nappinl,!; all c-on nanb and 

tr<'atic•:-:, :,,;hunping out h11111a11 frc•C'dom \\·h<'r<' \ ·c•r 

it r<'a<"lws, p<'l"S<'<'Uti11g all n•ligion :-- , Pxtollinµ: 

militarism for<'<' and c·01H11H•:-;t, and c·on\"< 'rting 

Europe' fir:-;t into an ar:-;enal , and tlwn into a 

battle• fic•ld if that politic·al harhari:,,;m triun1phs 

in thi.- war, and Franc·<' and England an' dc•

f<'atc•cl. and in turn fall pn•y to dietator:-;hip , not 

its arn1ic•.- will in\':td<' our :,,;lwr<':,,; , hut its dodri11C's; 

and t ho:--c• :--1il1v1•n,i\·c· µ.ro11p-- in 011r c·o11nt r_\" 

whi<'h h:1\·c· worri<•d 11:-- not :t littl1 · in n ·c·c•nt ~·1•:tr 

will i11<·rl'a :--<' and nn1lt ipl)· a t h1111:--:11ld-fold , 

drawing :-- t rc·ngt h and i11 :-; pirat ion frn111 t IH' 

11nin•r :-::tl tri11111ph of dict:ltor..;hip :1hrn:ul, and 

that will l><'<'OIIH' 11ot a pott'11t ial, hut :111 ad u:d 

11w11ac·c· to our \111C'ri<'a11 dc•111oc·ran·. 1 t 1:-

do11htf11l wlH·tlu ·r in :t world i11 wltic·h t l1< · la :-: t 

lic•:1<·<111 of fr<·<•dm11 will h:1 \ "t • lic·c·n c·,t i11g11i :-- h<·d 

I,~- th<· fi<'r<'< ' wind :-- of diC't:tlor-..hip. that our own 

tor<"lt of frc•(•do111 1·:111 n •111:1i11 l>11r11i11u . 

~o. lc•t u:-- tr>' to think dc·:1rl>· a11d n ·:tli :-- t ic·all~· i11 

th( •:--( ' diflic·ult t i 11H':--. .-\1,on· all , l< ·t 11 :-- i11 tlH':--< · 

d:1~·=-- " ·hp11 11:1t ion:-- :tr<' again 11H·<·t in!.! i11 the· dn·:td 

\"all <'~- of I k<'i-..io11 , kl ·<•p tc ·:tdil~· lwfon· rn1r 

c•_\·c•:-- :111d l)('fon· tll<' <'_, ·(• of 011r d1ildn•11 . tlH' 

c·l<·:ir \·i:-- io11 of what .\11H'ri<·:1 i :-- :111d what W< ' want 

.\11H•ril·:t to n ·111:1111. Thc·n · an• t lto:-:c• in <Jltr 

111id :-: t who in t IH' 11a11H' of .\11wric·:1ni :-- 111 :11T 

d<':-;t ro~·ing .\111c·ric·:111i s111. Tlu•n · :tn• t 110..;<• loud 

p:--1•11do-<·h:1111pio11, of pat riot i:--111 who an• 111 

n ·:1lit~· t lH· :-- i11i :-- t1 ·r p11n·<·>·ur:-- of all forr11:-: of 

alic·ni :-: 111 in 011r 111i<bt . Th< •n • an· 11w11y 111<·11 and 

group:-- in 011r land , :--01rn· :--1n1·c' rt ' hut d1·l111kd 

vi('( i1ll :-- of :--hrc·wd prnpag:tll(la , ot ll<•r:-- paid 

ag<•nt s and :--pie•:-: of fon·ig11 gon·rn111< ·11t s, :111d 

..;till othc•r..., who :11·c· j 11 :-- t t< ·111pn:u11c•11t:d bigot . 

and fa11at iC' :-- who an· l1< ·lpi11g in otl< ' way or 

:lllotlH'r , wittingly or 11nwitti11gl_\' , to d!':--trny 

th<· .\1tl('l'i<"a11 ldc·al. 

\\"hat i:-- thi .. \111c •ri<':tll ld1·:1l"! \\'lwt an· the · 

(·la s.- ic· <' lt' llH'nt :-; whi1·h µ:1Y<' 1111iqu<·11<•:--:-- and 

dii--ti11C'tio11 to .\111<•ri<"a11 Lifc·"! 



ma11 1s pos,-.<'SS<'d of <·Ntai11 inali<'nahlc• right:-.. 
T}u, :-tat<• c·:111ru1t vPto tlwrn. Xo majorit>· <'an 
ahrogat<' th<'111. .\II 11u•11, rc•gardlc ss of r:H'<' a11d 
r<'lii.6on, an' <•qual h<'for<' tlw law. .\ny attPmpt 
to :--11hjugafr tlw individual to tlw :-;tat<-, or to 
di:--<·riminal<' agai,vt him in law h<•eausp of rn<'t' 
or <'n'<'d is a front:d and de adl_Y attnek upon tlw 
.\111Nic·:111 ld<'al. 

~<'<'<>IHI go,·c•rnnH·11t h>· c·on:-;c•nt a11d not hy 
c·on .· t mint: go,·,,rnnH•11t frn111 within and 11ot 
from without. Did:ttor:-hip i:-- go,·<'rJlllH'nt 1111-

po:--Pd from wit hou1. I )PnHH'nl<':'\' i.- govPrnnH'nt 
:-Plf-impm,Pd frnlll wit hi 11. ThP .\11wri('an µ:Pni11:
stri,·c•:- to a<"hi<'V<' tlw hest pos:--ihlc• wa>· of lifP 
for tlw larµ:<':t po.-.-ihl<' nullll><'r of eitiz1'n, 
through t lwir own volu 11tar>· <'ntc' rpri:-.;c•:--, through 
fn'<' <·:qwri11H•11tation and sf<'P h.v :--tc•p through 
tlw <' vol11tio11ar>· procc•:-;:-.;<•.- of trial and <'rrnr. 
Tlw .\n1Nic·:111 g;c·11i11s l'<'j<'c-t:-.; all proffc•r:-: of 
c·olllpldc and n•ad_,·-111:idc• 111illPnniurns at th<' 
:--1warpoint of n•volution and di<'tator:--hip. It 
prc-f<•r:-- t lw slowN and I<':--:-- µ:la111ornu.- wn>· of 
t!OY< rn11H 1 nt. But it avoid.- all tlw horror:-; of 
gm·<' l'llll1<1 nt h>· purge•:-: and liquidations, h_,· 
tc-rrori:-:rn and <',propriation , ll\· c•:-.pionag<' and 
:--la ,·pr_, •. 

Third the gm<'<' of t olNan<·«- . \\', , ar<' a c·,mi
posit<' ))<'OJ)IP . ~ran>· l':l('(',' had :I hnnd in th(' 
dis<·o,·<'r.,·, <'xplorntion , C'olonization and cl('YC'lop
llH'nt of thi:-- gn'at c·cnmtr>· · Our~ is a nation 
nwd<' up fro111 it:-: V<'I'>' inc·c•ption c•ntirc'I>· of 
im1nigr:11it:--. Our .\111Prica11 )if<, i.- a flrw mosaic· 
111 w hi C'h n1an y :-:c•pa rat c· 1·a<'<' and I'<' Ii giou 
id<'nlitic':-- an' µ:rourwd into 011<' 11obl<' patt('J'rl. 
Ik.-pi1 !' o<·ca:--ional l:lp!-.C':-s , 1 IH'I'<' has pn•vail<•cl a 



wholl•:-ot11l' attitll(l<' of good will. tolPrn1t<'<' a11cl 

<·oop<'l'af ion :1111011g: our fH'opJ,,. Tlw g:< niu:-: of 

.\mPric:1 ha:-: manif<•:--t<•d it:--,•lf in .· t<•:ulily di--

:--olvin_g t}H' hard ,·on<·r<'tion of µ:roup:- :111cl 

rt'd11cin_g th<'lll to tlwir individual hum:\11 ('om

po1H•nb. 1-:urop(• i .· l'OJH'l'rHl'd with tlw ri~ht:-

of minoritiPs. .\nwri<'a i:-- <'OIH'<'rn<'d with tlw 

riµ;hts of ll1<'11. 

Tho:--<' p<•oph•, t h<•r,•fon·, in Olli' 111id:--t who would 

hn•ak up .\nH•ri,•:rn lif<• into ho:-:tilt· r:t('ial or 

rPligiou:-- group:--. and who would 1wrs11adt• otlwr:-

to judµ;<• .-\11wrican eiti;wn:-: not 011 th<• ha.-i:-- of 

individual worth. <·harnet<•r or :t<·hi<•v<•nwnt, hut 

on th<' ha:,;i:-- of tlw rae<• to whieh th<•,· hc•long. 

or tlu· rc-liµ;ion to which t h<•v :,;uh:-;nih1•. arc• t lw 

d<•adlil':--t fo<·:-- of th<' spirit a:-- \\'PII a:-- t Ju• p<':t('(' 

of tlw .\11H•rica11 p< opl<. 

This trn<• visio11 of .\nwrican lif<' ..;hould IH' kl•pt 

undi11t1t1<'d in Ow:e darkc•ning dtty:,;. It i:-; our 

:--ol<' hop(• for the• futun• . It i: our oJH' <'han<·c• 

to kP<'P Olli' d<':tl' c·ountr~· fn P from tlw ravag:<•:

of tlu• hatP:, hitt,·rnc•s:-; and c·o1dlids whi<"h ha\'(' 

disfiµ:un•d the• Old \\'orld . For th,• la:--t tw<•nty 

yPars t lw dP:pPratc• 1wopl<' of Europ<• haYP t ri<•d 

n way of Jjfp whic-h i:-- tlw \'('!'>' oppo:itP of tlw 

.\nwri<"an wa.\' of lif<• th<' :-;11ppr<•:-;:-;io11 of th<• 

individual, ii:o,·<·rn11H·nt by 11ka:-;<' and dietator

-.:hip, and me·<· and r<'liµ;iou. intol<•rnnc·c· and it 

ha:-; l<•d th<'lll, a:-- in<'vital>I>· it doc·:, to tlw hlood

soa kc•d hat tldield: of war. 

L<'t 11:-- not follow in tlwir trnj.!;i<' foot:-;t<'p:-;. You , 

:-;oldi<'I":-- of .\nwriC'a , who hav<• µ;ivc•n proof of 

.,·our lo>·alty to .\t11<•riC'a in war and in pc'a<·<•. 

hc•lp kc·c·p . \11H•rica fn <'. C'lc•nn. j11:--t, to!Prnnt 

:111<1 unitc·d ! 




