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ABSTRACT OF ADDRESS DELIVFRED BY DR. ABEA HILLEL SILVER, OF CLEVELAND, AT THE CONVENTION
OF THE NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF DEANS OF WOMEN AT HOTEL STATLIR, December ¥, 10%3.

ROW CAN ECHOOLS :(ND COLLEGES POSTER DEMOCRACY IN THE STUDINTS?

Democracy has every chance to succeed in the Tnited St-tes 1f we take
gensible precautions and if we educate the rieing gereration into an appreclation
of the purposes, the technicue, the privileges snd the responsibilities of democracy.

Ours is = long established democratic tradition and oxerience, “ith us
it is pot &= luxury and we are not likely to surrender it. It is tied up with
our concept of the importance of the individual and of his inalienable rights.

fe have a wholesome capucity for self-criticisz which some forelgners
misunderstand. Ve are not given to neotionsl exhi itionism. Ue sre rezdy to
acinowledge mistakes snd to reverse ourselves.

¥e have vast naterial resources. Fe are not a country, but a continent.
Our people is not doomed by nature %o a low standard of living., Poverty is
the bitterest foe of democracy/ In thie country, with vision &nd intell: gent
managezent, we can sbolish poverty,

Our politicsl life is fortunstely not fragmentized ints nuserous small
political parties which make democracy unworkable. Ours i& & two-part, system
of government with an occasional third narty in the fleld. The need for =
popular front in some of the countries of Furope ‘ndlc:tes the benkruptcy
of the ides of numerous political fractioms, ezch wsith its osn particulsrized
and unylelding idology. ¥e do not belong to the past. Ve =re not handicapped

by havdened and intransigeant reciel or religious mirorities, Ve have no

threatening neighbors. ¥ore than any other people, we can pursue the even tenor

of our lives and preserve the precious heritage of self-government and freedos,
By example in the classroom, by proper sttitudes on the part of the
teacher, definite demoerztic attitudes can be suggested to our youns people -

respect for the individual ss an individusl, freedom from 2ll forme of religious

and racial bigotry, tolerance for diversity, the right of descent and of
independent Judgment, and a sense of proportion, gemerosity and sportsmanship




e
which are at the heart of the democratic tradition,

e should imrunize our youth zgainst propagenda, Courszes of instruction
in the detection of spurious propesganda should he introduced in all our Migh
Schools and Colleges. Propaganda must be brought out into the open and ite hag
of tricke exposed., Propaganda is today undoing much of the work of education,

¥e ought not to cheapen democrscy in the syes of our youn: people, It
is good to be criticsl but not contemptuous. 'e cannot =nd we should not creste

in the ainde of our youih a wild and viol nt romanticiesms for demoecracy. ¥e

should not me:ss up political thought with unbridled nysticism and emotionslism.

Such romsnticism like the "steely romenticisa® of the N¥azis, almost slwnys goes
hand in hand =ith despotism. There must be to the democratic way of 1ife and
thought, a quality of proportion snd restreint, a classic discipline =nd
rossnticism. Democracy is not = light "that never wes on land or gea”, In a
cale, proud and confident mood, we should speak t9 our younz people sbout
democracy, unfolding for thea {ts difficulties anrd {ts shortcomings, 'ut zlso

its great and asbundeant blessings for man, and its still grester promises for

the future., They should xnow that no nobler or more perfect substitute hae

yet been discovered. The gix glamorous achievesenig of vhich diet:torghips hozet
today are like the Potemiin villages of Catherine the Gre:t - false and improvired

facades behind which lurk poverty, misery and smoldering dircontent,
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Joint Formal Banquet

*

National eAssociation of Private
School for Girls
and
National Association of Deans of Women

*

Thursday, February twenty-third,
nineteen bundred and thirty-nine
seven o’clock

*

Grand ‘Ball Room, Hotel Statler
Cleveland, Obio
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Program

*

Presiding - - - - HARRET M. ALLYN

President of N. A. D. W.

SARAH B. WHITAKER

President of N. A. P. S. G.

“How Can Schools and Colleges Foster Democracy
in the Students?”
ABBAa HILIEL SILVER,
Rabbi, The Temple
Cleveland

Music

HiraMm COLLEGE



Dinner
*

Fresh Fruit Cocktail
*

Essence of Tomato
Rose Radishes and Queen Olives

*

Roast Stuffed Vermont Turkey
Cranberry Sauce

Candied Sweet Polaloes

Brussels Sprouts

*

Combination Salad with Egg Dressing

*

Bombe Plombiere
Assorted Cakes
Macaroons

Coffee






