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• United Palestine Appeal 
111 Fifth Avenue 

FOR PlBLICA ION IN YOUR EW YEA.R ISSUE 

New York City MAT OF IlR. SILVER El CLOSED 

T H E J E W I S H PEOPLE NEEDS A H O t E \ 

A New Year's Message to the Jews of America 

:By DR. AB:BA HILLEL SILVER, 
National Chairman, United Palestine App al 

A hard year is closing for our people, a year of bitter attack on many 

fronts. The disaster of Austrian Je"::ry was added to the disaster of German 

Jewry. Recession was the experience of our people throughout Eastern and 

Central Europe. In Italy the racist propaganda which is the inevitable fore­

runner of political disfra.nchisenent and economic ruin has been officially 

launched. Millions of our people are in flight, driven from their old homes 

and seeking new homes in a world where few new ho es arc available. 

In Palestine too, struggle and conflict hav~ been the lot of our 

brothers during the past year. Our people hav8 been forcud to defend ·ith 

their lives what they have buildcd with the sweat of their brows and souls. 

Jewish blood has now sanctified the soil which Jewish labor r edeemed . 

Political uncertainty and the failure of the Mandatory Government to maihta.in 

la\'; and order in the country have hung like a pn.11 over the Yishuv and have 

intercepted its economic progr ess and development. 

Nevertheless, though the year has been an extremely trying and difficult 

one and the immediate prospects arc not bright, the remarkable courage, faith 

and tenacity of our people in Palestine, which in recent years accomplished 

such seemingly impossible tasks and wrested so many glorious victories, is 

continuing to staid them in good stead. Their morale has been splendid. They 

have not yielded to violence and terror. They have proceeded to build new 

colonies and settlements in the very zone of battle and have defended them 

valiantly. These Jews of Palestine who are our chosen vanguard have been 

carrying on the hard and sacrificial labor of land and nation building with 

a courage and a dignity which might well fill us with deep and justifiable 

pride. 

Though the remarkable rat e of progress which Palestine experienced 

in recent yea.rs, which in less than two decndes brou~htthrce hundred thousand 

Jews into the country, has for the time b ing slowed do,m, the country never­

theless iu continuin to develop. New settlers nre arriving, among them 

hu.n eds of children rescued from the horror-pits of Austria. and Germany. New 
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areas aru being opened for settlement and cultivation. Palestinian ex.ports 

have substn.ntially increased. Intulligent effort is being applied toward 

the strengthening of industry o.nd the solution of the unemployment problem 

which the enforced curtailment of im.~igr~tion ~d the disturbnnccs in the 

country hnve aggravated. 

Palest inc J ev;ry for the time being is hol ing and def ~nding the 

political nnd economic positions already won, ~aitine for the ~our of release 

fro□ uncertainty and insecurity to mnke another decisive advru ce town.rds 

growth a.11d ex.pun~ion, as it has done so often in the last twenty yen.rs 

following brief periods of ecnor. ic relapse. 

Fellow J av.-st Our task of building a National Homeland for our peopl e 

is not the work of u year, a decade or of a single generation . That task 

should not be envisaged or evaluated ir .. terms of separate mc:ocnts of 

check or progress . Nor can our v,ork in Palestine bo stopped or postponed 

because of any temporary unfavorable condition. We arc engaged in an 

historic enterprise of long duration, callin for wide perspectives and 

long-range planning, deCTanQing patience and resoluteness and above all 

unfailing and generous offering of substn.nce and ~an-power. 

If a fraction of the life, labor and love which some Jewish communities 

had invested in other lands from which they are now being driven had been 

invested by us in Palestine in recent years the Jewish Homeland would now 

be a reality . Had there been a greater outpouring of vision, men and means, 

and greater cooperation on the part of the Mandatory Government , we could 

have built much faster and with much loss difficulty. But we were Wlprepared 

when the great moment arrived in 1918. Our forc es were unorganized, our 

household divided. Our resources were not adequate and the Government of 

Palestine v:as oft en ei thcr a negative or an obstructionist fnctor . We must 

now move along the harder way , the longer :n:y . But move v,e must - tpwards 

tho goal of national rehabilitation in our historic home . 

Events have demonstrated conclusively what tho seers of our movement 

had foreseen unerringly . Our people as a people needs a national status 

and a national homelnnd. In adversity we r emembered it, in prosperity we 

frequently forgot it . Todey we are being most tragically reminded of it again . 

L~gc coomunites in Israel, long established in their nativ.e homes, cultured, 

integrated in a thousand ways within the life of those countries, have 

been co~pellcd, suddenly and cruelly , to taste the bitter taste of exile 

'Uld homelessness . The Jewish people -- and not raeroly individual Jews --

needs a home\ Let us never ngai. lose sight of this inescapable fact of our 
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existence. The Jewish people needs a homet Across the dark curtain of hate, 

persecution and exile, spread across the face of two-thirds of Europe today, 

there is written large in letters of fire and blood this legend which our 

people must read and, reading, resolutely act: The Jewish people needs a 

hornet 

To be sure there arc other ~mportant tasks which we must perform at 

the present time to help our fellow Jews throughout the world . There is 

political work to be done. Relief funds are desperately needed at this 

hour to help our people in Central and Eastern Europe, and no Jew will want 

to shirk this compellin& obligation in this crucial hour. There are the 

continuing tasks of maintaining our communal life everywhere, our religious, 

philanthropic nnd educational institutions. Palestine does not and must 

not claim any exclusive allegiance or dcvo ion. But Palestine docs claim 

priority. Pal est inc is not just unother worthy pro j oct il J uwi sh life. In 

the profoundest sense, it is the mont vital nnd crucial need of our people 

at this time and at all ti~es. 

Fellow Jcwsl On the threshold of the New Year I trnn~mit to you 

the appeal of the Yi~huv in Palestine ~or a brotherly strengthenin~ of 

their hands and hearts, for reassurance for a jus sharing ii s~crifice 

ai:d for tools and r.iaterials v.ith v:hich to build the teL.plo of our rational 

life and of our imperishable ideals. 

Jev:ish cornIJunities in tho United Staten v,hich hn.ve no yet organized 

their efforts for the United Palestine Appeal , nre urged to do so at once. 

Those which h~ve had th(ir car:-paigns durine the ye~r Md arc conscious 

that they have not r:11..:t their full responsibility in the present situation, 

are urged to supple:ncnt tl eir funds. Individual J ov:s who cMnot be reached 

by organized communal effort, aro urged to nnke their direct and individual 

contributions to the cause. 

May the coming yeo;r be a better year for our people. May it witness 

the liftin~ of the dark clouds fror.i over the lives of those v:ho arc nt 

present in tribulation and suffering. For Po.lestinc □ay it be a year of 

r edc:t1pt ion, progress, and peace. 




