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ABSTJACT F .DDRF,SS DELIVE ED BY D ABBA llLLEL SILVE OF CLEV LAND, OHIO 

IN PHILADELPHIA, P. ON NOVEJBi"'R 15, 1959 

1ithin the last few months the area or Jewish distress in Europe 

has idened., am ithin the orbit of disaster are now included an additional 

three millions or our eople. The eroic efforts which e me.de in the last 

re years to salv ge the human wreckage of persecution will, I am afraid prove 

utterly inadequate to meet the new situation. Nerertheless , though we e 

unable to finish the task, we are not afraid to desist from it. The mandate 

is cle, r and inescapable and e embers of the 1 st important J elfish community 

outside of the areas or persecution or or war must now assume practically the 

entire burden upon our wn shoulders. 

~Y close contact ith the life and spirit or my fellow Jes in America 

innerly a quarter of a century le ds me to the conviction that it will face 

its hir-toric task Wlflinchingly. 

The Jewish eople faces the critical da ahead not i thout fe •rs and 

misgivings, not 4 thout dark moments ot ony and despair - for great is the 

ath and 1Strror and t .e menace - but fundamentally tmshaken. Je s are carrying 

on, many or them magnificently. Witness the remarkable out ouring of loyalty, 

compassion and help on the part of Jews t~ougho11t the world for those of their 

fellow-Jews who find themselves in the iron crucible of affiiction . All this 

is evidence of an inner soundness, or an unbroken solidarit. Thoughtful 

Jews knov. their history. They kno their resources. They have taken the 

measure or their enemies. They understand the ··orld ignif'icance or t heir 

great tribul tion. In 11 this th r e i balm and haling. They know too 

th t hope is a cardinal dogma of the·r ancient faith hich they must not 

abandon. 

To the eve 1 sting credit of this sorely-tried generation c£ Jews be it 

said, th tin spite of thtl tragedi ~ which ere piled up upon it, O- a on 
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Pelion, in spite of the rightful disruption of num rous old centers of Je ah 

lite, in spite of t '1 impoverishm nt, exhaustion an "' persecutions :h:.ch de 

or the hol household or Israel one st hostelry of ain, it n verthele s 

a able to fi.Irl thin tself' energy, the cou ge nd t he res urces to 

build in lestine in t ·ent sho~t .ars a ne and resplende t cen r of Je ish 

lite, alread t...1-i f:U"th larg st J e ish center in the orld, r r t and oremost 

int er·chne and vitullt"I of it intrinsic Jewish spirit a.nd culture. Here 

n 1 .. tine a ne and erf'ul bul. rk -Or he eurviv O t1e Je und or 

J ais s b>en stablished, s great rd as rich in romi e, nd to be sure , 

,mder ts. gr ~ t d-'fficulties , as int e as of Ezra and ?ehe iah . R rd.less 

or ! f'ut u develop ants , s ething gre t d e enin uring 

h lre, dy been achieved there . 




