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Dr..DSS v D--• 

confer ·nc of the United p,1 stine ~ ~ ~1 is n in s r-. ion 

er . in the cit;" of , "hinr. to . Eund.rcc.sof p rts t. e 

count!'j ... "'Ve ... e bled to cons· er the ra.v ,, rob of Jetris r fu .. ees ,.,n,1 10'7 

p estine r-:r S rve "'S ~ fV n for them . 

ce .. t11 o Jews r...n.ve n ion -Prin .... nd b11.iJ. . in~ 

: n Pcle~tine at the b h r.t of a ~r t historic neces s it .. - no .::. e do·-1bl: i m-

r,.ti - to re.construct t eir na. ion;-.i lif in their nPtion'll ho :e . ..Jor 

cent11.ries th Je ,ish eonle , ch "'S ber-n , i thou.t 
I 

nrtion~l C nter n 

nor:n 1 n tionc existence, thous h .. '"ln7 Je s ~s indi vi 'u:-.ls }.. e found home£,d.n 

jli,fl~~n'lrts of the ,..orld here the .... Pre enjo- int; the privil -t;es n sha.rin~- in 

the rer- .... onsioilities of lo: ::~ citizen~'.i [: ong ·ith the rest of the tion . 

Th 1 c·. of a na. ional ho!"! 1 n ~n • nation 1 et tu.s, .:. 1 ch r .. s c 1 at· er eon:es 

o le tnro •rnout t1 c -nturies 

of their disnersion . E <n~re ~ r. i ori t -, Je s h ve fre(lt:entl s ·~rec. t .e f te 

of '"Ill ninori tie ·, ,trnic· is to be . d led • th tl e b '· 1 t for n., tever • sfortune 

e 11s t e m?jorit;.,- . 1.?c in- 2 voic in the counci of n tions r n uo ssee ed 

the li~ht of the Je 

o:t nti .es :ur ~ore~ s er .te th~ti t~ t otner. .... t:.s ne ho!) 

.., C, .., 

-=-nc1 de ire to reb iilcl their nritionE'.l life in P; lcstiI e --nc. to vt:t n enc to th ir 

e on{; Jes . 

Little , lo ever, cocla be ·on to chieve thee ens throu~h the _on 

centuries of nersecution. o tlrds t e clos of the l~st cent, -, ho- ver, under 

tae co .... pt:.lsion of Yents in , stern Europe ·hich cle"' rl .. r derr.onstr.,t a the o e-

1 ssne 'sof fi in.,~ solution for Je• ish 'isabilities rnd a ·scrim·n,,tions ~s 

lon l'lS the Jelish nope r 2ine n tional .. ho, lesc:-, r n : under tnP i .... use 

of ·ns ... ire l ,!1d rshi_ , th '"Or'-<: of reb· .~l i_ ,:,- r._estine 

b ~min earnest . ,.e stor - of th t -.or' , carried on unc er t 

n d • sco-u.r te;in con it:ons, in,, 1 nc hie een 
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2nd. uicn had becor.:, the :_1re r of IT[:.ste, ru.in iser-se e ov rt r, 

constitutes on of the trul noble i cs of odern ti. .. es, a m, tcr._ ss c- [' of 

I!l 1917, dt:rin:'" the '/orld c r, the Balfour 

This pl~ced t:e o:fici~l ce 

u on the la or and a pirations of these nation 

claimed to the orld that Gr at rit?in loo, ed it 

I 
in Pc>lPc:-tine of c' nation 1 hor:1e for the Je ish uc ul . ... -

of thn.t rP"t r 

P 2esti , !)nd .i; ro-

t t e concl1,sion of t 

::orld ,·':.r the mandate over P le ti!le '":"'.S ,_ rr"'ed to .rP.at :Britain b ... t. ,fu 

of .. :~ tions r-> nd , b .. r • ts terns, Gre. t Britain pledeed its .lf to c~rr;r Ol:t the 

d s~irit of the B~lfour Declar tion pnc to cssist in tne uubuildin· of 

the Je· ish ho P-1.:nd b·r fPci it tin Je ish ir" itr tion into P.1 _ tine .. t, .e 

close settl =P.nt of the e ~ upon t e s0·1 . 

n c1 o st. tee. . even more forci bl he 

inc.ispensibilit.>- of Palectine ir, Je is ... life r,. 

the s"crifices of ione rs ho opened u~ the lanl for settle nt . s civil-

izatio in Zurone begPn its lw e do-:rn mrd into d r_:nes .n chaos1 ... i th the rise 

oft e razis to :po r , the light of the Je ish ueoule in C ntral nd """rs te n 

Europ becR e incre~sinDl more d.s_erate and tr ic . e nstl· story of the 

Jes in GPr~!) r is too .ell :norm .nd too fres int e 

counti • ... t 're"t co-1~1.:mitY, so rich in histor-,- , culture no. c.c' ... ievem nts , 

ro:c n , stri_ped 

see in .. e 
w 

hn. ens / 

t t 

c. i o .. eri sh d, re sc t terin-- 11 over the ·orld eo e.~i es , 

houl the ~l ~,e of di e~sed 

ide~s, ~hos foc ~l point of infection is • zi Ge ~-, pre d to the nei h orin 
(j/.J 

countries , nic ... ,since :.unich
1

h ve come de~ • ts id .o loc-ic • its 

o~itic l ... d cono ic i flu nc , .~ n" other J ish co nunities mi t r 
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·n i ther these ef ·L·ees ~re to o h, s be n the r av cone ,rn of nn: 

::- : 11n a the tic min s . Our o·m overn.'!Jen t, thro , h i ~ re'-- t, ht.'.m !'li t!irL_"l Pr nt, 

h t 'i:.:en c !!' ... ~ n .a .. le ini ti~tive ~r c nvo1 ~iri,. a.."1 int--rn tional COL- r,=,nce to ( • ~-

cuss t:1is tr ic probl m. SU.e .. est.ions have be n . a e for t e settle. ent of :::l"n 

of thes re uc s "S colonists i nel t Prritories to be o end u to the_ :n 

i kn. , Brit.:s Gu· n .uid else·here . 

~ ese pro: os 'l.ls m< :r be found to b,_ve merit, but for the i .·1ecli ~tP. f t rr~ 

the.,' offer 1 it tle ros )ec t :t'or n~r larlte-sc .... le s et tlP. '11 Pil t . P. _es tin r-_lon off Qrs 

sucl P lP tine is prepc.: red tocla:'", bee use of t' .. e r p .. ratory T>_;_o 1eer

labor . d c p i te.l • lre· ..., inve~tedin it, to ... bsorb 100 . OvO J er.1 i s ~ 

s ettlers immedia tel: c nd tens of tnous·-nds r.1ore c=>.nnc.all~,. tner after . here is no 

lon~er Pny nee for 0re imin r y a pr lon e ~ , rve:t 

costl .. d ciifficu_ t •-ork of cle"'-rin jun narshes or constructin~ 

rods or brin ,ing into l,ence t.1e he 1 t n.., f . ci i tie ,. hich .... 

l.,r -~e-sc· le i!.'lmirr--tion req_uir s . 1 thi. ru: b en one. countr· .. is 

'1.lread;r prep red to rF.>ceiv i ... i ~r".lnts in 12,r ·e nu.1:1b rs . In .1 lust five yeqrs 

PaleGtine absorbed nearl q_u~rter of P • illion ne settlers - nr lf of the tot 1 

w:orld Jev ish i::m i r tion . 

on tne n rt of Grc t 3ritoin fnvoring .., free nd unrP,strlcte 

a&!ission of Je,,,.ish ref,rees into P:. ... s tine-, in vie·, of the un rec d .nted dis'"' ters 

..,, icl r1c .. ve overte~:en 1 =rP- J e,. i sh co iilt:r .. i i es in -:;, ,rop c nd ' ic ..... tl rp ten 

rian· .. o tl...ers, ill b elcor ... e , d ,.. nlau ed by· l th .t:' • • l 
J. c 1. r-,. 1.n ec ove1 ru n t • of 

the •"forld . Such a olic.. ~oulc. be .. re icate not onl:· o .. o lir_?tions fr 1:-r ~nd 

nublicl SS11!Ile by· Gr at Brit.,. n '..Il er the ter:r.s of the B~lfour D claration r d 

the rr.e~d te, but c.lso o t e en stron_ er !nor .. 1 b, i - the e . r_ enc•r hich con-

:ronts hundreds of t1ou.s nds of hel ess u.rnan bein-s ?..nd t 

and justic . Te intr, si~ nee of :b noli ic ~:trer: ism hich ' s be n fosterea 

in recent 1·e rs tot~lit~rirn # OV rn~ents , ( s hostile t Great rit in .s to th 
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ou cl not e pern · tt d. to tond in th ... ( • of t .i 

r ncue end~ lv~tion , e~_eci 1~ s:nc the cooi 
of Je-ci ·nto P 1 st:ne . s en 

;:;ho· . to b r inr- incre~s d uro n ri t·· "'na , ell o :. ·1c o t· e r bs . 

It is .mb':li vabl th"t ::-ta tim ,,..h n so, na ions , 1·, .. e he n:.te 

t t -.ich have erious, n o: nt p~o 1 ~s of th i om, re =illin~ out o~ 

s .9 t~r ~n h1..!11 n co71.ssion to a~mit 
su1Js t nti 'll n"J1De of e1·-~; ref, 

these e:: .. iles 1 ...... : of ref"'.l[. e to th J e • i h 
hou.L be 

re.t 

Brit,..·n , hich un ertoo. to cilitn.te J ish i? i . r-a.tion into it ~n rocl!l im ~ 

t Ct e s cone 0 !'llP-st ine t '"'nd. not on uff r nee . 

Te I tert,ov~r nt 1 Co ... i t te on R f, e s, 'lll 
, ... 11- int ntio1 e eovern-

nts .... nd ... ublic o in.:.on thro ,~ 01J.t t: .. e ·--or ~d. 
t' •. S t ~ Of \)A I 

on Gr t _r·t in to c.o 
o _ e:: • :e t l c 

doors of Pel st · ne to 
refu e _ .ore fle~in fror per3ecut ·on ~nd 

terror . 

- - - - -- - - - - -



To the evcrlasti credit of this orel -tried gee tion of Jes 

be it aid, t tin spite of the r gedies hi ch ·ere piled up u on 

it, Ossa on Pelion, in ite of the frigh ful disru?tion o numerous 

old centers of Je ish life, in spite of tho impoverishment, exhaustion 

nd per ec·1tions hich de of the ·:hole hou ehold o Isr el on v t 

hostelry of ain, t nev rtheless sable to find ithin 'ts lf the 

en rgy, the cour ge and the resources to build in P lesti e n 

tent , hort e·rs ne and resple dent center of J .:sh l.,fe, 1 dy 

the fifth largect Je ish center in the ,,orld, nnd first n foremo t 

in t h r"chne. s and vitality of its intrinsic Je ish spirit and culture. 

Here in P lestine ne nd o· rful bul ark for the s val of the 

Je and of J aism ha been establ. hed, as gre t and s rich in 

promise, 

zr nd ehemiah. Regardle s of any f evelopment, ething 

gre~t and he rtenin nd r - ~suring ha alr dy been ac iev d there . 

And much more • 11 be chieved in e da s to come. The J e ish 

eople h set its and to the task and 11 not esist tmtil it ·ill 

have achi ved tat for ·hich our pe1ple ha ·rned nd hoped 

t hrough the ages - a free and independent Jewish lif in its o 

home. 

Abba Hillel Silver 

October 50, 1 39 
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