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Im ul ~n Je ish 

olitic 1, ec nomic and 

religio s lie of Is uel more Qrtic1la ly nt Isrrel. To-d I shou lei l ·P e 

to elab Jr· te u on t'1is theme •;i th s 

When S.)en.'<ing of thP rophet I have in mind t :1e authentic /'cl· ss ic"" r ophet, 
.. 

who .new hi, self to be a serv nt of God, commi rsioned t CHrr the 
to 

~-ord of God ~~21.!~L~Zi..J.. to t~e nation orlt ose ~ho contr led it~ de tinies. 

He may have been 

diviners, inter reters of signs and dreams . He may ·ve esesse some resi u~l 

-
traces of their e· rlier techniques. But/ the b· nd of b cch .tnt • c biin 'om. ·ul 

met "coming down from the high place .d. th a ps ltery and a timbrJ.l, and • . ipe , 

and a harp be ore them" prophesring
1

and cr11i ping themselves into a S · cred r,· dne. s 

so t ·1 .t t hey etri ed o f their clothes and lay naked all the d and all t e night, 

had as little in co uno 1 ri th the v~ho announce thAt "the s i --it of the Lord 

God i~ uoon me , because t'1e Lord hath anointed m> to bring good tidi s unto the 

humble ... to bind up the bro'<en-he·rted ... to procla· liberty to the ca tives ·nd 

the o ening oft e eyes to them t ~tare bound" .. as the astrologer has in co on 

vith the astronomer , or the chemist The 

label 11Nabi 11 remains but it is now bottles. Amos lould 

hfl • 
•. Jeremiah ould purge 

,., 

~~ophec even of the last vestige oft~ 
""'"> • 

d 
...., .. 

ream - v1-s1on, as 

t e least objectionable ve~icle of revelation
1

for 
,, 

11 hat ' ff to do ith 

the heat?" He de 1ands a new te inolog ~ply distinguish true 
(f 

and direct revelation of t e , ord of God arrl 

the Lord
1 

from the trad" . n cryptic "Burden of the r ord" 
~ 

artificially induced by numer us 

None sensed trad·tion 1 ophecy nd the new e ·rt e 

w rophets t emselves. They belon ed to a ne 

order; and in them the strong individ alism nd the perv sive emocr~cy of ancient 

Isr·el are po erfully reflected. 



rv 

Unli~e the e~rler Nebiim, they did not belon t bands or rot~erhoo s. 
I 

Their po7ers did not derive from fornal initi tion into a 
) 

professional fello~ship po. sessed of ome occult science connected ith some altar 

the ersi ted as the monitors of the d vin tory trad·tion of It - s 

only after the individual abstracted himself frJrn the group c:tn stood out alone 
1 

Divi.ne 

communic ti.on t : ,. t the classic _,rophet as born. The "alonener 11 of t11e roph t 

is frer.uently ointed out . Moc,es receives his rev 1 tion alone in the ,dlderne c- s . 

Elijah travels~ da 's journey out into the ~ilderness were his revel~tion comes 

to him; and again after fort day/ 1andering in the wilderness 
1
while alone at 

vit . Horeb . Jeremiah sits alone "because God's hand is u on him." 

The rophet 'lad no teacher and no disci le whom he rained to succeed him. 

Prophecy, unli<efriesthood, as ne~t e an o fice nor a profession. It was not 

inherited or transmitted. The Prophet was a singl human being one of the 

countlec-s unordained many
1 
.-e to no speci • ·1 d 1 h ' rivi ege c a ·s , - , Gali 

horn God chose1in a way quite unmistakable to the chosen one, to transmit His 
~ • ill to men. The reason for is )artiaular choice rema • a my ,te to the chm~en 

one. Often the frophet rebels at this cl-1oice. The hand of Go~ ~1i0n l"Ht~ been 

laid u.on him
1
is toJ heavy . He eels himself too Joun6,too inex.erienced for the 

mi sion . Or '1.a.vi taKen t e first few steps upon t''1e hard and broKen road 

which the servant of God must walk , he finds his mission to difficult . .. en 

hated , mocked and ersecuted him for the word of God which he brought to them . 
.,t 

He feels,tra ped and enticed. He wants to run awa 1 or at le st to keep silent . 

But the ord of God is li~e a burning fire shut up in his 

wearirshimself to hold it in1for e cannot. "The f-rop 1e 

Just ho he became aware of his selection also 

It ha? ened, that s clea • It as 

only 

mystery 

nhenomenon . . There was 



-
a-r + i f j c j a J fJ8~8l ,ie ,ct. Deep down within his soul much may h· ve been going on 

for a long time of which he may have been quite una are. ut the revel· • n itself 

is an act of race ,gaae from ·ii thout and not r om . • thin. It is no achieved b.· 
I 

the f:0 het the conscious fulfillment of~ prerequisites. The r ati 1nalistic 

philosopher , Jaimonides , contended that required Jreparation 'j nd t ha t 

ere mental, oral and i aginative (intuitional) 

oerfection . But this is nowhere indicated in the Bible. 

hen the revelation takes place it ~ an unforgettable 'lnd transforming ex-

oerience . The ophet knows t11 the has been in direct communion 1ith od . He 

has received a a mysterious oracle requirin6 decoding, but 
I 

clear cognitiona content . an , belonging to no 

possessed of no ivine gifts and without any revious conscious conditioning, has 

been singled out as the channel for livine revel tion to mankind . He , an individual , 

was now posses of as iritual authority supe , that of cult , 0riestcraft 

as uddenly been raised and and 

set "over the nations the to root out a nd pull down, to destroy , to 

overt~row, to build and 

and 

lith the cl ssic frophet , the impersonat 

~-IMaii',+.;~me loc, l deity • shr1· ;g,e.,~ lf!!'8!,,_,..~ the 

ious personalityAtr nsc nd- shrine ;_4nd cµlt, rises to the 

dignity of a conscious agent of ( od , design· ted 

to empl lfillment 

in religious an end . Here now is a definitive erson in 

a,.Jhis ~orical setting/redeemed from ha t s been called the "brut· solidarity of 

ancient times" , called by name an raised to heights of ineffable sprit1al 

gr~~tness where he is ~ermitted to see God , as it ere , ace face . 

In tu.s conce Jtion of _the~ophet , one may read t e J e ish philo:=wphy o 

histo • 

unconscious evolution of a iayed u:on by the cross-currents of 



f ,, 
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... olitical and economic forces. o constellation of soc~a l act rs im ct 

of historicql events produces rophecy. Spritual 

revelation - a series of revelations - of God, t ough m 

is the product of 

tom· kind. The personal 

God spea<s through personal man to a s ocie~ composed of free rs nal a ents ·ho ~ 

ith God in the realization 
~ j,,..&>. V 

ah·1ays God not man. 1 hat i s revealed ~s •·111' i8-"i.&..►.lfll.¼.~~i!-i. 

words were found ,and I did eat t1em", is the ay --~ Je emiah • t. 

Ee iel uses the same meta hor: "And Thou, son of man, open thy mouth, and eat 

that w ich I give thee". 

It is God's will rhich determins the occasion and chooses the men ·ho are 

to be the vehicles of t '1e revelations. The individ als chosen m t, of course 

be fit instruments for the message m.ich they a e to transmit. One cannot play 

a perfect melody upon an imperfect instrum nt. Nor ·sit to be assumed tha t the 

individual thu chosen remains just 

transmitter. To roclaim the message of God to a violently resistant ~orld, to 

men who a e of a "hard forehe d and of stiff hea·t" requires con cious courage, 

conviction, fervor, faith, spiritual passion arrl a c· pacity for sufferin of the 

first order. The 

artist inter ... rets the musical com osition of composer. 

a aithf penetrating reverent a nd creative rendition of the creator' manifest 

intent. The rophet was f a r more than a conduit for ideas . He himself ...-.e 

intellect ally and emotionally involved in them. Hi tas was not only to transmit 

and to proclaim, but to redeem. Often the 

of & revelation from God. The ophet h'mself became 

t · e • rable. His . ers nal , sufferings and ds Coo:#is are emplo ed by cxi as 

the plastic material out of which a spiritual revelation of universal significance 

is fashioned . In such inr- tances, the personality of the rophet glo ingly 
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not merel~ a revPlation of 

iivinity, but also of humanity. 

But the j>rophet was never submerged in his/rophecy. His p rsonality w 

never extinguished int t of God. The e was no dissolution of the ophet' s 

ego. The Le 1as a surrender t0 t he will of God, but not a s rren er of identity. 

The gulf bet·veen "Thou" and 111 11 , bet :\Teen Gerl and man's soul
1 

remain, . he ophet 

was not a mystic. He reached out for ti no ecstatic identific j~th God, no ;, 

apotheosis. He did not p rsue the "via :::>urgativa" - them stic's ~·a · o self-

abasement ands lf-mortification in an effort to free .imself from the shackles 

of selfhood. He alwa s remained him elf1 even after he had been chosen. He 

himself, t times, in 4).arp mental colloquy vith God, critical
1
becau~e 1nen

lightened concerning God's management of His Universe. To perform ad equately 
} 

t h~ t wh ich he was commissioned t o do required c ntinuous re-en orcement of his 

__,. inner life, the consolidation of his~ erso lity . For his life was a 

lL .. e of swords. ~ki l l nr.+ attac ~, resourcefullne f' s in controversy , impressiveness 

in utternances, ~btlet in techniq~ all that and much ore - for 9ne s hould 

not":db-estimc. ~e~he practicJ sagaci y ~~ote1l}_ - -

matchles s courage aid 1h1llenge in order to unj er tarrl 
I 

He e are no wistful dreamers or devotees of! cont empl ative life or 
(J'..; 

self-consuming m s ties. These ·•-=-.-e f + ·f -..J t· men o . ... ri e a.u.J. con en 1 on. 'l:i 05 PF er 

• str k at li. e and li_e struck back at t hem. They were 

al vays "again t thi.s house and against 
~t( 

hi city." They e e in -.. arena, fi ghting 
their 

with every available .eaJon. ~h .ir s .. eech vas at tim s very bitter, and/invectives 

liKe scorpion whips. The spared no one 
1

exce .. t tho"' e ·vhom God w uld spare - the 

1eak, the poor, the denied, The reasoned, _leaded, challenged, 

moc'~ed, threatened, cursed. They on mo al absol tes. They 

·.1ere like "an iron pillar and brazen alls." 

Strong, pa sionate, elf-po "' es sed, dynamic indivi 'ls ,ere these _rophets, 

men of an heroic and monumental mold. 
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my~tic Pl tinus was intellect lly or emotionally rnvolved i ~ ci ·e .1. - I:1, 
; 

t Their moral 

s:1ecuL1tions serf "'e o:: ophets
1 

on t e other hand were essentially men of mission, eekin , neither p rsonal salvation I 

nor inner peace , but burdene} ·ith the sense of having been sent to reconstruct 

society after t~e patter of pivine justic~ and mercy. All their revel,t'ons 

conce ned neither the natwe of Gop nor cosmit mysteries. 
'\1\0 ,~ /) l·q 

no "secrets", _Their reveliti ons concerned exclusively of men 

life of men and nations in the processes of hirtory -

either ere the prophets apocal ptic v~sionaries des airing of ever reforming 

society anrl a ai ting the cataclysmic intervention of God to usher in 

ne\1 and miraculous order of things. The f rophe ts did y vision "an end of 

days," aJ±esetber suffused in glory and blessedness, 1hen the tings which hey 
~~ '1 were str gling y to achieve would actually come to pass,~ 

~~ ~ 
~ "when the earth shall be f led ·,d th the nowledge of God as the 

waters cover the sea." But thi blessed 
but 

• Ll result~- not from 

ti,ine inte vention/~ from the labors and mo gene a tions .. 

-e£ •• .,_. 

trong individuals t hem elves, they believed. in absolute individual moral 

resaonsibility. Jeremiah and Ezekiel e:e 

to reject the ethics of the ._)roverb: "The f1the have eaten sour gra. es and 

t e children 1 s teet'l-i are set on edge", and o pr oclaim t • t "eve one hall die 

for his own ini ui ty." At the ver r heart of a11 frophec is the conviction th: t 

God can be orshipped nd lmown only t ough the moral act viti s of the 

individual, and that moral gui:i£ or merit are individual chievements . 

the absolved no one from h moral guilt o nation. tie ••• 

one c uld unload his mea~ure of res onsibility. Kins, 

rinces, . eo ple are all 
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11 1 have mu ie thee tnis day a ror ti ied c:ty ... a 1 ainst the .hole land, ain t 

the -d. , s of Jm ah, aga • ns t the princes, , nd . ainst the 

peo le of the land." for 'sl ad.in the 

peoole, but the eople also for allowing themselv s to be misled . "An a lling 

V • and rr1ble thing is come to ass in the land: The ~rophets >ro.hes, in the 

service of falsehood, and the riests bear rule at t1eir bec1 
; and m eoplL love 

mono)ol e the mandate of prophec . The) claimErl no 

vested and 

began to orophec;y in the camp , Joshua cried ut to ,oses ; "My Lord o es, 

shut t1em in t" But ·oses the ro het su reme replied: "Art thou jealous for my 

sake? \·. ould th t 11 the Lord I s peo pe ere pro bets, t' t the Lo d would put 

His spirit upon them." Priests were al ··ays vecy je· lous their rights and 

rLvileges. Ever one not of tr e priestly class, c "stranger", 1hose ve y 

touc contaminated the sacred ve ceels, nd ·mose attempts at performing priestly 

functions w·s sacrilege and . unishable b; decth . w • shed or all men 

ervants of Go 

ere no 1omen int but lDJl thee was more t~an one woman prophet 
j 

in ancient Israel. longed for a rich out-pouring of tl.e soi .. it of Ltod 

all flesh. Thee wee many prophets in Israe. The Rabbis favorite 

device of hy erbole, drive home thiP fact by decl1.ring thc..t beside the 

;,rophe s ··· en prophecies are rec rded in Sc iptures, the e were as many 

t - sixt~ myriads 
' 

looked to the 

time when JOCBJg: even the rie8tly funct·ons ould be the prerogative~ of all, 

and not merel of the descendant of Aaron. In th· ts perb Jrologue to the 

theoph~n on t. inai eme revel tion in the history of Israel on , 

he rs the majestic accents of this great hoe: "And e hall be mto me a .in dom 

I 
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of t'riests and a Holy ation." Th Rabbis retained this emocratic religious radit·on 

of t e prophets : "If I rael had not sinned t ' ,rough orshiping the G en C'- lf, 

t ere would be amon& them no caste of ~ri sts; the na ·on ·oul e been a nation 

of priests; an it 1as only after their sin that the gre~ter rt of the peo le 

lost the right to priesthood.~he _rophets thou ht in erms of men and not of 

institutions, hether sacred or secular. They ~ere not authorit~rian &s re5·rds 

forms of social cont ~. They did not belie'J'e in absolute forms of government or 

institution ·hich completely submerged the individ 1. Reve~ation al•; ys emancipates 

an. It gives him an authority transcend alls cial disciplines and control. 

The democrdtic move. ents of the e tern 'orld in the last fe cent ries 
l.M~--t 11eir rise to a ret ning ... aith in .>rogrec;sive revelation .nd i~ i lumin ion 

i.e. the )ro~hetic traditon - foLlowirgthe eformation. These move ients are 

erishing in~ our day because oft e pessimism of our age, its locs of con idence 

in the individual due to locs of faith in the r e· lity of revelat: on in 

b ~ ~ cJJ-i...n\A,tO'~l,A,,..., 

rophets did not believe in inf allible in ::- titut·ons of total 

control, they 1e e not hostile to them as such, to the Temple, the priesthood, the 

the cult, the r·tual, or the L w. The .e e not revolutionarr in ahy 

organizational, political or economic sense . The did not preach community of 

goods , or socialism, or non-coopeaation v·ith civil or religious authorities . 

They were not pacifists . But they subord:n ted institutions to the ur o es ,hich 
l . 

• ere means , not ends . \henever in titut·on th ·arted 

pur.ose it was to be reformed or , if nece sary, bolished. The Tern le as a 

spiritu 1 center to which all n·tionc ·ill go in order to learn the 

and fr m ,.hich shall go forth the ~ w nd the ord of God IOC 
I 

Isaiah to exalt·t·on. The Tem.le fS a den of robbe:s, to hich 

malefactors of society to derive reassur 

s of God 

the rophet 

h8ir abominftions , 

and forces rom his lips an imprecation and a . ro hecy 

is not condemned becauseof his office but bee u e of 
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the o h·s office ze iel as a priest, J remia the ron of a 
I,, 

• I ' 

µri st. rophecy and priesthood though frequently in conflict, are essentially 

complementary functions in religion. One re resents t' es irit, the other the 

organization; one the explorer, the other t he r- ettler. The pri t is "the me.-:, enger 

of the Lord of hosts," declared ,alachi, and : eo. le "should see t he law at ' is mouth." 

It is the pri .,sts 10 wait for a man "as troops of robbe s, 11 v:ho "teach for hire," 

who scatter and floe', th· tare the .. rgets of 

the rophet's attack. 

estivals, new moon, and sabbath and t he holding of convoca tions are not condemmed 

as such, but onl .hen the pper are full of tlood. 
, 

endure inicuity along with the solemn assembly.~ God is weary of 

e are a burden unto Hi. 

the value of sacri.f.i.c.es. 

Mr-~, .... 
did net at tac 1 weal th but greed and exploitation, not power 

I 
but its abuse, n 
~ ~ and ceremonies, but their -.,,_,,,_.. sacramental character

1
a the dogma of 

11 ~ rMt.!IN!l/U\. 
11 • They did not s end themselves in iighting external forms . 

The inner intent the harmony of act and motive e inner illuminationf t e harmony 
I 

of man,. the all of God - these and the se alone 

The of a new religion. The ro hets of the 8t~ ·nd 

9th centuries did not originate ethical monotheism. The did not come as innovators. 

They we ... e of an older source of their 

conte por· ries ere a , ·~e of a lone er cl li hed covena 

the ole creator nd earth, whose mrship ent·iled greet moral • 

' ~) 
lly identified ·ith the of the Lxodus, o e , h tee 

revel tion at tt. in i. The 1 ter bbic- ressed tn thi . n b , dee ring eY 



. 
~ 

/. 
~ 

1 
I -- I.At\ I I 

. 
~ ~ 

V 
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tht t the first t ·o commandment - thor, e concernin th e,'i. tence and unit of Liod, 

and the rohi bi tions of idol tr ,.ere heard d • rectl • 

The did not re uire the intercession even of 'the gre· te t of 11 the Jroph ts, 

l OS • 

The Jrophet refer fre _uently to Torah, a lav. of God, \•hich •• s eviden ly 

ell-knovm in their day. The Jr op?et o ea charg O the >eo~le ·th h vi g forgotte 

this lav, of God, ~ Isaiah ~ith having rejected it. Jeremiah chid ,s hi· )eople 

bee use the sa : " .e are wise, and the v. of the Loaj i v~ th us," whe --e c- the 

pen of the scribe has v.rou,ht in vain becau e the · have rejected th word of t r:e 

Lord. 

men who in a 

grave hour of national crisis JCJfD! had received a compe,ling revei tion 

to arn the eopl to epent nd 

et the goou of t he land; But if 

"If 1e e willing and obed' ent, 

nd re el, ye shall be devoured 1,i th 

the c::Vword. The 1 outh of the Lord hath spoken." 

Isaiah, J remiah, Ezekiel and others of the >rophet their Trophecie 

as 1 rrning trum et- calls in times of danger and wr r. "Sh 11 t , • horn be ti.own in 

a cit· and the people not tremble? The lion hath roared, v:ho ill not hear? 

The Lord God ha th spoken, i·ho c~n but prophec ? " 

They re SJIIJl sent to marshalj the spiritual forces of t ie nation ainst 

impending disaster, rought b moral corruption in high and lo places. G 

wishes to ave 

o individuals 

Nebiim. They addres 

if the ' ~ ish to be .a not uddre~c- them 

about pri v· te or per onal , tters, ~ s did the earlier 

themselves to the nation as a ,.,hole and to tho e v.ho 

~--; ... -~;--:;-;--;;-;-;;-:-;:;-;;-;-;;--;--;--;::;-;-,,,,., ----~·~lilH.;;:;.~~~ trolled -Wie affairs~ 

thorough-goin reform 

come onl through inner c-piritual cle nsin, through 

tei••ii. fundament 1 renewal. " ,ash 'ou, make ou clean, 

put a ·a the evil of your doings from before ine e e; cea e to do evil; learn to 

do ,ell; seek ju tice, relieve th opJre sed, jud e th fath rlef, ple d for 
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the ·idow ." 

Their e thic 1 and tleir insirtfnce on the ri c o ethics re 

superb. ational guilt ca~ling is incurred 

those ho forsak and \Orship other God or who, orship 

alon6 1 ith other Gods - a fact ¥hich vas gene lly conceded even if not 

gen er 11 r heeded - but also b~ those ·;rh~ th , faces of t e poor, ~ bu.7 the 

need:; for pair of shoes , who ·oin house to hou e and fiela to field till ther e 

be no room for . en to dell in, vho mL.ke the 

• o sell refu e for corn and th r \t ho o )press the stranger, the fatherfle s 

and the idow.111 

ational de tiny -.as thus made dependent upon loyalty to mor 1 idealc: - to 

veIJ exacting moral ideal. nation cannot survive - na ,. more - a nation should 

not urvive does violence to the divine la of justice nd com ssion. 

The 1rophets oved heir nation. The) ve e re·t patriots . The vere not 

alwa s hard and forbidding, •riting 11 t ith a en of iron , and .i th the point of a 

diamond" .. ., They could speak !'iith infinite tenderne~s and ex uistie love of t heir 
ever 

people . No atriot/felt for his nbtion deeper d 

mo ~votion than Hoe . ~Even \hen the cha r tiqed them, the earned for 

them vi. th over helming love. , hen Jeremi h/ aid the Rabbi 1,.as co 1c-..nded b God 

o take the cup of tle nne of fury at H:s hand and make the poeple of Israe[ to 

drink of it, he cursed the da th· the ,as born. "I am like th _ High Prie t, he 

said, -ho hLs ... o administer "the aters of bitterne ~11 to a oman under 

suspicion of ~dulter~, 8nd hen he approahces the um n to make her drink, he beholds

hi o 'TI. mother." 

The could comfort when the hurt as rut. In · arknes nd i n exile t he 
~ 

could kindle the brit-htKopef v;hich u tain the heart of very men. Comfort e, 

comfort ye, my people .... Ari e, shine, or th li ht is come ... hen thou a est 

through t he ~ater, l will be ith thee ... Fear e not, neither be afraid ... ! will 

t ' 
9 WI 
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/\turn your captivity and ou from 11 the nat·ons ... ehold , I Vi:ill open our 

anes and cause ou to come up out of your gr ve , my people ... Fe r not t .. 

But tron as was the· r love for their people, stron er • as their love for ·~ God and their loyalty to €aa's moral la. God's moral firt}-n~ 

it 1er its no exem1,tions o th rl ht or E..ilililll~• 

"Execute justice in the mornine ·nd deliver the c,poiled out of the hand of tr e 

o pre~sor , lest m fury go forth like fire and urn t • t none can uench it ." The 

is binding upon all. King Saul and ~ David and Y1 Ahab ehoboam nd 

Zeqekiah, all~confronted bJ~~--..ilfi'iil-'! 
~~-

lav , relentle s prophet , ed no uthori ty &-t-

- office force, except such as cterive from the morel it elf. •hen the 

mo· rn ,orld came to thin.K of moral laws as soc· 1 mores an ' traced their ori in 

to human convenience, it prepared the ground for man to 

form of t ranny and oppres ions. The totali t ri n t te i quite roperl 
I 

b 1 

virtue of the phi ophy which r.ade it possible , a law unt.i> itself, nd therefore 
) 

a violence unto all who live within it. 
I\ 



en feared nd hated t ese 

but the preferred the 

The acce ted the fact of orophecy 

rophets, the 
4
rofefsional "sons of the 

4 
rophets" , who winnow • i th every -M·~._ect • I it every ,ind and iho erstood 

what ,as ex ected of them . It is 11 well to bring messages rom God, b t the e is 
I 

after all such a thing as tact "tr ubler 

of Israel" - that .as Ahab ' s hrase to Elijah . One shoul step on t e toes 

of peo le , or offend the uthorities or cause Jeople to lose t eir confidence 

in their lay ecclesiastical superiors . all r ht for rude sheep-

grazer and dresser of preach hi~ fanatical ideas mong the ·ild 

hill-folk of Judea , but he is shockingly out of place here , ~t t e ·ng ' s 

sanctu~ry and the yal house t Bethel, declared Amaziah , the High Priest, who 

kne hen the nation clamored for war , the . ~ophet should bring 
I C. 

T..-- inspiring messages of ~ ory . Jhen the eo le crowjed the courts of the Temple, 

bringing their generous 

priests, one should not 

off • and contributi 
I 

de½- them nd 
I 

to the sup ort of ~ many deserving 

remin them , at such an ina ropriate 

time , of their dirty moral lives . lh tis the world coming to when a ha·ry man
1 

.• 

out o the desert , girt ith a girdle of leathe about his loins , ~ face a king , 

a king , mind ou, and a queen , and tell them th~t the dogs shall eat them and 

lick their blood because forsooth they had carried through , in the custom· ry M~/WWu:-~ 
I 

-&.1~Mll~~ ,.,. ... llfl!ltll~~, a little ~~~ of expropriating a piece of land hich 

belonged to a co, onf er t 

And so the r o hn~s , the scourges over h an sin and com.lacency, vere hated , 

des ised , persecuted and slai Te did not c r much .eicht in their ,ay . Here 
fd('6 lw,. 

and t ere a 

" 
decisieo moment, but PlilHiid]jr the 

Thei words and their deeds echoed dom the ages . 

recalled t· em and beat their brea ts in 

ere not , ho ever , forgot en . 
A 

hen t eir words came true , men ., 
for having ma.de t eir 

hea ts as an adamant stone , so as not to hear the la , and the ·fords vhich 

the Lord of hosts had sent b, His spi it b t he· and of the former rophets ." 
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Classic ,rophecy began to die out wlth the dispersion of the )eople . The 

fact of exile ent~red into the life of tl1e race. 

spirit and it uenched the creation fires. The 

or a race - ;hen he is de
4
rers ed. The new gene ation ret 

~ 
. roblems and tasks, required a different type ,.P spiritual 

;r~ 

settled over its 

cend upon a an -

ned from exile aced other 

sa/e 'father 

. rophet. The conviction grew that a broken and chastised people struggling 
✓ 

des erately ·ith the hard tasks of reconstruction and survival reauired t he c· lm, 
I 

practical guidance of the Hacham, the 
-

trou' ling challenge of the frophet . The \' ill of 

in a written book, to be lovingly interpreted b. a Scribe or a Rabbi. The "bat j{ol" -

• ---the Heavenly Voice which revealed things bidden from human nowledgeAremained to fill 

the void left by prophec ,·hich, accordin 
I 

to the Rabbis, vas one of the five 
w, 

things which disappeared with the destruction of l!ffie Tern.le, not a reaJpe r 

again until the days of the essiah. But even the nba th ko n came 

5'W Ared 'ts an authentic and de endable source of law and truth, ~n 

chool
1

maintained/for definite polemicaI at ever since the estruction 

of the rophecy w s left to children and fools 
' 

all agreed The of prophe • persisted down the ages 

and appears over and over cgain among eoples, especially among those . o ~ere affected 

by the teachings i&hen it does it stirs deep ~aters and ets nel 

Are there prophets t ay? Is the proph~tic tradition alive i n the 

present-day religious ministry? If not , is the ministry to be condemned becau e it 

is not rophetic? Thee are Jro hets toda , and , as of 411p, they are little heeded 

and gr atly _ersecuted . Occasionally t e are found inside t he ministry, more 

often outside . The training the minictry is not necessarily a pre# aration for a 

prophetic role,any more than the priest of old was expected to be rophet . The 

" rophet did not reside over a congregation, or occupy a pulpit , or in truct~youth , 



I 

-5-

or work through and ¼i th an organized fellowship of men . There is much to be 

said for the minister who is the faithful teacher, guide , a shepherd not 

too f ar ahead of his flock . It is an honorable and indispensable )rofession int e 

life of society. He, too, does God 1 s . ork in the world - arrl an important work i t 

is1 "'t!l!ltfi-jy their service hey are training generations of men to reach up to the 

high moral absolutes which the 

~tfi 1-t 
All minis~ers who t ake 

¼ 

prcphets set . 

the r uality and substance of the prophe~ 

t message
1
if not liiiPe ique experience and t he pr opellin~ and overwhelming sense of 

ission ,ef tho emain prophets set or 

priestAa~4,.~.-.i~~~-~~.iil~-'-'~~t:=fr1'ose men who are mo e~eachers , • 

, ' ~ ~ 'I t --tl J J,.""" t t... .,~ ~ 
pre chers and pectagogues j'· mat wh singled out b r the hand of God fo r 

A 

I 

proclamation and renewal , "to destroy and to rebuild", to chal lenge and to attac1<, 

behest of t eir vision, are content to give their~ to the S~'li:: 

to be hated and despised , asking for no reward 
/ 

the~&AL-44 of God, seeking no Heaven b t the 
' ,~ .. o...-...~ 

are the , rophets. The"(, are the dynamic individuals 

" 

light of His countenance~~ 

who vene rat,'personality, .i.. 

cham ion the s9iritual i nde endence of man,~ defend the fundamental eauality of 

¾ 
all men and nc tions, ,under God , ,Wji'i> subordinate the authority of men to the authority 

~ ~ ~ ~-- ~ "'-'\ , 

of law• ~ho vision the perfect society M be fashioned, a ~ Jaus 1ast, 1w: tbe elakQrs 

au.d sacrifices of mon - a human order of 
are 

.eace, and/JOI pre7:>a_re ~to use t ~eir 
,..,.,-~ 

cement t hat or 'er•~M!~iiia....;..:....,~~M-s. 

economic justice, of love, brotherhood and 

of other men to 
I 

every age , a few 

in number and in every walk of life, among ~ r iests a,d laymen. They require 

no ordination. 
0\,, 

t e voice ~ay~V~ll I send and who I; I e9 

us? 11 and they answer 

' 
am I, send me !" 

Such men, the Rabbi s said, receive each one of them a drop from the 

water{of aradise .... 



' 
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~Are thex·e prophets today? Is the prophetic tradition alive in 

the present-day religious ministry? If not, is the ministry to ba condemned 

because it is not prophetic? 

There are: prophets today, and,. as of old, they are little heeded 

and greatly persecuted. Occasionally they are found inside the ministry, 

d Th 
~-more often outsi. e. e training for the ministry ia not neoessarily a pref 

.....:-,--

paration for a prophetic role, any more than the priest ot old was expected 

to be a prophet. The prophet did not preside over a. congregation, or occupy 
~ 

a pulpit, or instruct the youth, or work through and with an organized fellow1 
~hip of men. There is much to be said for the minister who is the faithful 

/,"" 
teacher, guide, and pastor -- a shepi"ierd not too far ahead or his flock. 

/lA 
It is an honorable and indispensable profession in the lite ot society. He, 

I'' 
too, does God's work in the world -- and an important work it is. By their 

M 
service such ministers are training generations o[ men to reach up to the 

high moral absolutes which the prophets set. 

All ministers who tako into their profession th& quality and sub~ -
stance of the prophet' a message, if not his unique experience and ta. over"' 

--whelming sense of missioj who remain truo to the ideal which the prophets 

set for the priest, to teach the law and to doclare the judgment, their lips 

..../ 

; t ' 
keeping knowledr and men seeking- the law~efr mouths, belong to the holy 

covenant of an ~verlasting priesthood. 

Those men, however, 'Who are more th.an teachers, preacher/and peda

gogues, l-->ho are privileged to see the vision of God with "opened eyes, •1 who 

are singled out for proclamation and renewal 'to destroy and to rebuild,.') 

to challenge and to attack, and who, e.t the behest of their vision, : are cont.ent 

-
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to give their back to the smiter, to remain lonely n.nd friendless, to be hated 

. and despised, asking for no ro' ard but the nearness or God, seekin . no Hoa n 
I but the light or His count nance -- th se !lre tho prophets. Thoy re the , .. en 

/./1 
of mission who, venerating parsonality, set out to chair.pion the spiritu l ind.e-

pendenoe or man, to de 'end the fundamental equality of all men and nations 

under God)and to subordinata all ·m~n authority to tho uthority of ta 

divini) law. They aro tha :non ~.ho vision tho perfect society, exalt a thr u .-;h 

justice, l _ove, brotherhoo')n.nd poace, a d ar.-- prepared to use their own blood 

and tears l_ theirs, not t!lo5e of o'tl er n: n -- to cement it. It is by the hand 
/\ 

of such men that the Lord brings peoples out of slavery, even as H broue t 

Israel out of Egypt, and by such prophots ere thoy kept. Such proph ts are 

found in every a e, a few in number, .L • in cv ry walk of life, amon priests 

as 1'all a.s among laynion. Thoy require no ordination. They know men the voice 

says: "Whom shall I sond and o will o for us?" a.nd they ans \-er quit simply, 

or after long and troubled h sitation, 11: ore am I, s nd mol" 

' Such men, the ~abbis said 1 r oco vo each one of the: a drop -ro~ the 

waters or Paradise. 

The rophetic >one ption of 
th mini try ') .... Dud 1 ian Lee

f -::: 
tur ; Harvard T'niversity, 

pril 16, 1940 
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