*x

AMERICAN JEWISH
ARCHIVES
R

Abba Hillel Silver Collection Digitization Project

Featuring collections from the Western Reserve Historical Society and
The Jacob Rader Marcus Center of the American Jewish Archives

MS-4787: Abba Hillel Silver Papers, 1902-1989.
Series V: Writings, 1909-1963, undated.

Reel Box Folder
179 66 548

The place of youth in organized community life, 1940.

Western Reserve Historical Society American Jewish Archives
10825 East Boulevard, Cleveland, Ohio 44106 3101 Clifton Avenue, Cincinnati, Ohio 45220
(216) 721-5722 (513) 487-3000

wrhs.org AmericanJewishArchives.org



PROCEEDINGS OF FIRST ANNUAL YOUTH CONFERENCE

OHIO DISTRICT JEWISH WELFARE BOARD

KEYNOTE ADDRESS BY
RABBI AEPA HILLEL SILVER - CLEVELAND, OHIO

THE PLACE OF JEWISH YOUTH IN ORGANIZED COMMUNITY LIFE

INTRODUCTION The place of so-called youth in organized Jewish life

is exactly the same as the adult occupies. In most of
the large cities we have a well-organized community life. All you young people
should be able to find a place in that well-organized Jewish community life. If
there is no place, see to it that the place is made for you.

Jewish life is a very old, growing concern, We have through the ages developed
a certain organized form of existence, certain institutions and certain ways

of doing things, and that is organized Jewish life. Every Jewish community

has its traditional forms of organization. If you want to be organized, you
must begin with the forms that have been created and that have been tested by
experience.,

What are these organized forms? In the first place, we must recognize that we
cannot solve the major problem of anti-semitism. If you were to go through life
embittered because you have been discriminated against, it would be a hopeless
business. However, if you want to be an interested and active participant in
Jewish life, in a thousand interesting things to be done, we can discuss just
what place you should occupy.

THE SYNAGOGUE The synagogue and the templs have always been the

centers of Jewish life, the centers of Jewish inspira-
tion, particularly in times like these. Humanity is being destroyed because it
hes lost the spiritual "raison d'etre". It must recapture religious doctrines.
The totalitarian state has taken sides against those that have a group of doc-
trines based on religion, Our own people will be completely defeated unless we
experience a revival in our lives personally of the great spiritual concepts
which have kept our people alive.

Identify yourself with a synagogue, not merely by a membership act, but actively.
If there is no room for you, demand that room be made for you. Think of the
synagogue for worship, for prayer, but link yourself with the synagogue for
additional edmucation.

ADULT JEWISH EDUCATION  Adult Jewish education has been a fraud in that every-
one thinks of it in terms of the other fellow. Study --

without that, there is no adult Jewish education. Do not blame your rabbis

for not offering courses. Every community offers through its centers and syna-

gogues any number of courses. Avail yourself of them.

SOCIAL AGENCIES AND Social agencies serve vital needs. In those institut-
ORGAN IZATIONS tions you can find your place on the committees, on
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the boards. In Cleveland we have in the last few years interested a great
number of our young people in the work of the Jewish VWelfare Fund. It helps
them to become better-informed in Jewish life, I should like to see you young
people actively identify yowrselves with the Zionist movement, with the move-
ment for the revival of a group culture. There are plenty of organizations,
but not enough of our people want to get into those organizations, If these
organizations lack financial support, it is your business to demand incressed
budgets.

ANTI-SEMITISM The non-Jew who creates anti-Semitism will have to

solve the problem of anti-Semitism., Efforts are
being made to help solve the problem of unemployment, This is not only a
youth or Jewish problem.

DEMOCRACY Do not be beguiled by will-o'-the-wisp and messianic

concepts, Uur only chance for peace and security in
the world is a sane and practical mind., For the first time in the history of
the Western world, a concept of law wes established which gave the individual
certain unalienable rights. This came from all revolutionary movements through-
out the world., Man is primary. The state is there to serve man, Man is man
regardless of race or creed.

BEGIN WITH YOURSELF When you young Jews identify yowrselves with Jewish
movements for economic reconstruction, never permit
yourselves 1o deviate from true American democratic procedure, The Jewish
approach is identical wiith the American approach. Do not transfer too much
of your thoughts and responsibilityto organizations, agencies and institutions.
If T want the Jewish people to survive, if I want my people to be loyel to them-
selves, I start with myself. If I want new improvements, I will begin through
a process of inner self-cultivation., To be & beitter Jew, sit down and begin to
learn a little more. Study. One hour spent with Isaiah, Vaimonedes, the Psalms,
is worth a2 thousand hours wasted on literature turned out by anti-Nazi organiza-
tions, If Jews are indifferent, what of it? Are you indifferent? Stert with
yourself. If you do these two things -- build yourself up first in Jewish know-
ledge, understand and then identify yourself with the existing institutions of
Jevish life -- synagogues, national cultural movements =-- I think you can lead
a very satisfactory, interesting and colorful life in these trying days.

Cur people are at their best when under stress. The Jew is at his best when
under an extreme spirituval tension. From the days of ancient Canaan our history
has been one of conflict, struggle and tension. I find my people fighting --
more alert because of tension, There is a challenge 1o us. Do not become
confused or panicky. Keep your balance.
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