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PROCEEDilGS OF FIR L YOUTH corFE CE 

OHIO DISTRICT 

LBI A:, A HILLEL SILVER - CLEVE ~m , o· IO 

I 'TRODGCTIOr The place of so-callod youth in organized Jewish life 
is exactly tle same as the adult occupies. In most of 

the large cities e have a well-organized comcunity life. All you young people 
should be able to find a place in that well-organized Je ish com.unity life. If 
there is no place, see to it that the place is made for you. 

Jewish life is a very old, gro~ine concern. ~e have through the ages developed 
a certain organized form of existence, certain institutions and certain ays 
of doinf things, and that is organized Jewish life. Every Jewish community 
has its traditional foros o! or 0 anization. If you want to be organized, you 
must begin with the forms that have been created and that have been tested by 
experience. 

?hat are these organized forms? In the first pl~ce, we must recognize that we 
cannot solve the jor problem of anti-semi tism. If you were to o through life 
embittered because you have been discrimiMted ~ainst , it ould be a hopeless 
business. However, if you ant to be an interested and active participant in 
Jewish life, in a thousand interestin~ thi ~ to be done , we can discuss just 
what place you should occupy. 

THE SY ·AJOGUE The syna 0 0 ue and the temple have always been the 
centers of Jewish life, the centers o! Jewish inspira

tion, particularly in ti~es like these. Humanity is bein~ destroyed because it 
has lost the spiritual "raison d'etre". It must recapture roli...,ious doctrines. 
The totalitarian state has taken sides a ~ainst those that have a group of doc
trines based on religion. Our 01n peoplo will be completely defeated unless wo 
experience a revival in our lives personally ot the reat spirit1ml concepts 
which have kept our people alive. 

Identify yourself ith a synagogue, not merely by a membership act, but actively. 
If there is no room for you , de nd that room be made for you. Think of the 
synaJogue for worship, for prayer, but link yourself ith the synagogue !or 
additional e cation. 

ADU T JEt7ISH ED CATION Adult Jewish education has been a. fraud in that every-
one thinks of it in terms of the other fellow. Study -

without that, there is no adtJt Jewish education. Do not blame yo rabbis 
for not offering courses. EV ry community offers throllgh its centers and syna
~ogues any number of courses. Avail yourself of thee. 

SOCIAL AuE :er S AJTD 
ORGAl IZATI r;s 

Social a~encies serve vital needs. In those institut
tions you can find yo place on the committees, on 
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the boards. In Cleveland e have in the last few years interested a great 
number of o youn~ people in t he work of the Jewish elfare Fund. It helps 
them to become better-informed in Jewish life. I should like to see you young 
people actively identify yourselves ith the Zionist movement, ith the move
ment for the revival of a group cultur • There are plenty of organizations, 
ut not enough of our people want to get into those orea1izations. If these 

oreaniza:liolln lack fina1 ci 1 support, it is your h\isiness to demand incre sed 
udgets. 

APTI-SE ~ITIS ~ The no -J , who creatos anti-Semitinn 
solve the problem of anti-Semitism. 

bein made to help solve the proLlem of unem loyment. This is 
you-th or Je inh problem. 

ill have to 
Efforts are 
not only a 

DELOCRACY Do not be beguiled by ill-o '-the-wisp and messi ic 
concepts. Our only chance for pace and security in 

the world is a sane and practical mind. For the first time in tho history of 
the !astern world, a concept of law as established whi ch gave the individual 
certa.in unalien le richts. This came fror:., o.11 revolutionary oovements thro1 · h
out the world. tan is primary. The state is there to serve ma.n. lan is man 
regardless of race or creed. 

BEGIN JI1'E Y l S LF When you young Jews identify yourselves wi i.h Je i h 
oovements for economic reconstruction, never perr:.,it 

yourselves to deviate from true America democratic procedure. The Jewish 
approach is identical with the American a .. 1•roach. Do not transfer too much 
of your thoughts e.nd res pons ibili t y to orga.ui..zations, agencies and ins ti ttrtions. 
If I want the Jewish peo le to survive, if I wa t my people to be loyal to them
selves, I start with mys elf. If I want ne,·1 improvements, I iill begin through 
a procesc of inner self-cultivation. To be a tter Jew, sit do\7n and begin to 
learn a little more. Study. One hour spent ·i th Isaiah , (aimonedes, tne Psall!ls, 
is worth a. thouse.nd hours wasted on li tera. ture turned out by anti-J.~azi organi7.a
-tions. If Jews are indifferent, hat of it? Are you indifferent? Start with 
yourself. If you do these two tl.inBs -- build yourself up first in Jewish kno -
ledse, underst nd ancl ten identify yourself with the existing institutions of 
Je \' ish life -- synai;ogues, national cultural ovements -- I think you can lead 
a very satisfactor , interesting and colorful life in these trying days. 

Our peo le re at their best when under stress. he Jew is at his best when 
under an extreme spiritual tension. From the day" of ancient Canaan our history 
has been one of conflict, struggle and tension. I find my people fighting 
more alert because of tension. There is a challens e io us. Do not become 
confused or panicky. Keep your balance. 
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