
 
Abba Hillel Silver Collection Digitization Project 
Featuring collections from the Western Reserve Historical Society and 

The Jacob Rader Marcus Center of the American Jewish Archives 

 
 
  

Western Reserve Historical Society                 American Jewish Archives 
10825 East Boulevard, Cleveland, Ohio 44106 3101 Clifton Avenue, Cincinnati, Ohio 45220 
(216) 721-5722                                                 (513) 487-3000 
wrhs.org                                                         AmericanJewishArchives.org 

 
MS-4787: Abba Hillel Silver Papers, 1902-1989. 

Series V: Writings, 1909-1963, undated. 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Reel     Box         Folder  
         179           66           558 
 
 

United Jewish Appeal, 1940. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



... 
ftlf RADIO '1lDIIS 
Jtt lll. THOMAS...._ 

Sanrda7 eainc, larch 9, 19140 
\ional Broa4caa\1 COIIIJ)aJl7 

United J wiab App al tor Hetu.pea and ~er• • Meed.a 

Thia couatr, haa an earne1t deaire to find ,he truth behind \be n•••• 

to learn the •in.aide ato17• ot IIOMD\0118 ••ea\a; it ••en baa 1n•ti\ut1ona aolel7 

deToted \o the expoaure of foreip propacaad•.- ell, then, what 1• the inaid• 

ato17 of Ant1-S.■1t1•l ~or, let ao11e of 8T liatenera decei•• tbe•••l•••• this 

apec1al fora of racial hatred doea not coat1ne 1t•elf to the uaapeakable horror, 

which it ia perpetraling on scale putting all preTioua atrociti•• 1n tbe shade. 

Oh, no, the n,1-sa1t1aa ot toda7, the ■treaal1ned, artificial Ant1-Sea1t1aa of 

our technical , is no aeans in it elf: it is nothint 'kt a wrench to un-

acrew bit b7 bit the whole aach1ner7 of our c1T1111ation. Or, to uae up-to-

date a1■1le: An\i-Semitiaa 1 like a band-greaade toa1ed OTer the wall to work 

haToc and contuaion in the cup of aocrac7. i it real nd aain purpoae. 

•81'• aoT I• it ,q on tbeor7l Oh. ao. I quote onl7. 

chief-1Dat1ptore of orld .A.n\1-Sellitla tbeaaelYee openl7 boaat of their c1111nin 

deTiceaa how to diarupt. atrong nation• bJ' •Jrlq tbe■ •Je conacioua" and thereb7 

for etful of daaocrat1o coaacience. o the• .inti-Seaiti• and aat.ion&11N re 

not.hi~ but •eey unful ,ools in \heir a\teapt to conquer the world b7 •boria« 

fro ithin". Le\ ua look t their t cbnique for a aoaen\. 

It worlra 1n a twofold flaT, aalcla frieada, u.n•kin« ene■iea. ir•t 

of 11, Anti-Seai\1 .. appeal• to those wretched people who, in order to f••l 

bigger, au.a\ en.ah other• under their Mela. l bear thea aqing to theuelTea: 

•I f1B¥ be n.o'bod.7, 'l,Q,\, at leeat, I'• not a lewJ So I!!. aoaethin« - aoaelhinc 

nobleJ• - Anti-Se■1\1a■, I aa1n.tain, 1• \he aob'• nba\1'11\e for nobill\7. 

arch-aeducera speak: • bo\her about all \h1• exagera\ed \alk4' - ao \be7 sq -
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•ot pera~culion, depor\ation and a\U"Ta\ion? Thia ia not zavz buainesa} Let tbe 

l•••• - ao the7 sq - •look ou\ tor the•••l•e•; don•t 7ou interfere lest 7au coa 

to grief 7ourael•••J Lea•• the J'••• to ua, and we pro■l•• to lea•• 7ou alone." 

Beware of auch talk.I the people• of ;mope ••r• trapped tha\ • 
oal7 to dlacoTer la\er \hat ibe on•lall&bt inat the Jeq ••but the atartlng 

alpal for a aer&l dr1Ye agalnat the Ter7 fOIIDdations ot Chr1e\lan1t7. !bat 

hwlanitarian creed for w)alcb we are fore•er iaclebtecl to the people of the Bol7 

ri\, originated in the old Med1\erranean world. hat•• are witaeeaing todq 

1• nothing elae ihaa the Yer recurrent reYolt of unconquered papn inatincta, 

protea\1~ a inat the reatrictiona iapoaed b7 \he fen Cf."Mand•nta. The J •• 

ot Kiddle ope had the ■1afort'W18, aa l1Y1 zponents of thia old llecliterranean 

culture, to •ra the wrath of the 7ounpr Jlorcl1ca flrat. 

The Jew1ah cauae la, therefore, not a Jewish quation alone. I ua 

a gentile .,-aelf, and I aupport thia Appe , Meaue 1 mow froa bitter experience 

that the flues in which ihe Jew lnarns, •111 u\ atop a\ hie stake, but will lap 

the surroua4in« houaea. • uall all periah if •• are ao\ on \he alert to quacb 

t,uae fiaae• before 11 1• too late. Thi ■ fire 1• aa fateful aa that conflagration 

of which t,he Ger■anic aage. •peen: 111v.ap111•. or a. 111ght, of ihe Pagan Goda. 

Let, ua hope \bat thia aew h111pt will not br~ aboui the pagan go4a' renrrectioia 

lnlt •111 be follOlred b7 Dawn - let ua prB.7 that the aa.rt,rdo■ of the • Yiour'a 

people a,q lurn 1ato aa1Tat1on for whole SQ.ff rlng world. 



TU! OJ' RADIO ADDR SS BY RABBI .JOIAH B. IS:& - SA'l'URJaY V DIG, MARCH 9 

I want to ape to you tonl ht bout the great taak which oerican 

men and woaen of the Jewiab faith ha•• undertaken. The taak ia done at the 

comraand of religion, that religion common to all ■en and omen in the United 

States, whether the7 be of Proteatant, Catholic or Jewiah origin. It 1a done 

so that there will be greater Juatice in th• world. 

In thia ap1rit we ha.Te tried to proT14e for men, woaen and children 

who have been exiled fro• urope md have turned their f ce1 to thia country for 

that new life which ie the essence of our deaocra07. 'l'he Hational Refligee Senice 

takea the newcoaera who would otherwise be a problem to the ~neral polity of our 

country and aaauaea reaponaibilit7 for the. I know of no more patriotic pro'-1"am 

in thia 1 portent field and I lmow of none that baa been auatained with hi,:her 

spirit and ith greater aerv1ce to our countr7. 

The 1econd beneficiary of the United Jewiah Appeal ia Paleetine. 

Those who turn to the bat in reTerent recollection ot the land of Hol7 rit, 

of the Propheta, of the ainpr in I1rael and of J au• are aaon at the great 

patriots o! our land. Pal•atine toda,- offer• a refqe and a haven to ao Jll&DT 

\houa&Jlda o! our diatrea■ed br thren that it 1ee■1 again to be to tho•• eacapiJJ« 

fro■ Eaptian bonda«e a •Proaiaed Land.• It Ja to the credit of the .Tewa who 

haTe aettled and worked there that out of the rocq IUl"face and \bin ■oil of 

Paleatine a land pro111alft€' to flow with ■ilk and hone7 b&a begun to ,,-ow. The 

United Paleatine Appeal find• •an• fro■ the pbT■lcal charity and the intellectual 

enero11t7 o! all ■bad•• of Jewillh opinion to a111st in thi1 civ1111ed proceaa and 

thereby to bring 1ucoor to thousand• and thouaanda who would o,herw1a be coa

pletel7 hoaele11 wanderer• upon th face of the earth. 

The Joint D1atribut1on Co•1ttee • toiled unre■ittingl7 1ince 1914 

to relieve diatr••• and to crea\e hope for ■1111ona of our fellow .Jewa and for 

non-Jewa, f1rat 1n atern ll:urop and in Paleat1ne, and now, becauae of the war, 

throupout the world. It• ■eana are liaited but it ideal• are Meaaian1o. 
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Let tho•• who feel that the7 are too w a to help r•••b r that \he 

■eek: redeea th• earth, that thoae who abate their Jwl@',llent of th political 

probl• •• th• conoaic probleaa and the theological probl••• which d1atreaa 

huunit7 and offer lhe1r whole to the poor aad raeeq are Ju1t thoae ••k: b7 

who■ all hWll&Jlit7 will be redee 4. 

The•• three organ11ation1 I ha.Te told 7ou about onl7 in the ■oat 

pner l way. 'l'be7 11111&\ have their pl ce in the preaent thinking of 11 

lm•n• men and women a they have earned \heir placea in the hiatory of 

huaanit7. 

Thea• are noble cauaea. Thea• are the fultill■ent ot Aaerican ide la 

and of Jewish hopes. Tbe7 carry out the u.n.datea of religion, the t• chin of 

the Prophet, and the beh••t• of Jeaua. Certainl7, aa Allericana, a, J••• or 

aa Christiana we llllet r 117 to tho•• •ho baTe undertaken thie aerTice and 

help them to proY1de aeana to oarr-, it forward. 

Aa I ait here looking at th1a aicrophon • a •Tabol ot how high 

our o1v111sat1on can aap1re to eleTate it• aechAD.ica thro,.igh 1te ■1ndi • 

I sit here loolcint; t 'lboua Yann, apbol of how hith our c1T111zfltion u.7 

aapire to elevate its fleab \bro-up the ap1r1\, I realize that he i• here to 

plead for help for \hoae who ha.Te allied th uel••• with the apiri\ual and 

the hopeful of bwlant.\7. 



DID.. 5 DELIV RED BY DR . ABBA HI L ILVt T Tflli OPE I NG ur THE UNIT DJ 11 H r AL 
CAftIPAIGl O! UND1 y EVRlNG, JAY 5, 1940 T THE T1-TLER HOT b..L, c .~v D, OHIO. 

Dear Friends : 

e are met in one of the gravest hours in human history - in one of the 

blackest hours of Jewish history. Last year's cam aign of our Jewish elfare Fund 

was held in what e now kno to have been the ominous interlude between the Nazi 

conquest of Czechoslovakia and the Nazi conquest of Poland. In t he former instance, 

a Jewish community of three hundred thousand souls was shattered; in t he l atter 

instance, a Jewish community of three million souls. In t ay, 1959, we had a 

million human casual ties to care for. In ·fay, 1940, we have four million. 

Between the month of ay of last year and the month of May of t hi s ye. r 

t ht-)re s tretches a stupefying year - a vicious and brutal year of aggressions , 

invasions and conquests, finally climaxed by t he war ~hich was long dreaded and 

expected. 

For our people t his l ast ear has been an appalling one in •;hich our 

f ortunes touched bottom. Disasters piled up one on top of the other. Jewish 

persecution •idened in area and increased in intensity. To the list of t he Jewish 

centers in Germany, Austria and CzechoslovaKia which the Nazi fury di srupted in 

the l ast fe yeurs, leaving a fri ghtful mass of human ~reckage for others to look 

after, there as added, last September, the great Jewish cent 0 r of Poland, numbering 

t hr ee million souls, which these same barbarians swept by fire and sword. This 
even 

last disaster is so recent and so vast tha t it can not/be gr asped in thought 

and formulated in speech. No one really kno s what went on and .-~hat is going 

on behind that dark, impenetrable curtain hich the Nazis have rung down over 

r avaged and riven Poland. All the consuls of neutral countries, including our 

own, have been asked to leave; for the Nazis do not want any eye-witnesses to 

thei r ~hameful acts of subjugation and liquidation. It has been estimated that 

over a quarter of a million Jes have Jerished in Poland since the Nazi invasion 

of last September, and some to million Poles. Poland was a great spiritual and 

intellectual reservoir of our people for centuries, the home of world famous 

) 
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academies and scholars, the stronghold of a vigorous and productive Je ish life. 

It is today a torn and tortured land unner two tyrannies, the one fatal to t he 

spirit of our people, the other to the body as well as to the spirit. 

To the tragic survivors in Nazi-occupied Polan_ we have not been abl e, as 

yet, because we have not bee permitted, to render much assistance. evertheless, 

half a million people do receive one meal a day - their one and only meal - in the 

soup kitchens which the Joint Distribution Committee has est ablished in v:. rious 

cities in Poland. The chief of au-European office, Mr. Troper, who has been in 

this country on a brief visit, st' ted this week, on the eve of his return to his 

post, that unless we continue to rovide at least this minimum of food, one hundred 

and fifty thousand Jews will die of starvation in the next fe months. The funds 

of the Joint Distribution Committee are almost exhausted; and only the Jewish 

community of America can re.lenish these life-saving funds. Every other im~ort~nt 

Je :~sh communi ty today is in a country either actually at lar, or geared for war, 

whose national economies vill not ermit the exporting of funds. Providence has 

thus singled us out - the Jews of America - as Joseph of old was singled out, to 

. reserve life. 

In a sense, the problem of caring adequately for ~~is vast army of hum n 

misery is beyond our means. Vere we to raise ten times the amount which we hope 

to raise this yeur we would still be unable to bring succor to all who stand in 

need of it. But e cannot forget t he admonition of ours ges: "Thine is not 

t1e duty to complete the task, but neither art thou free to desist from it." 

atever can be done must be done, and "he ~ho suves but one life it is 

accounted unto him as if he had s ved a whole universe." 

This last year was another dark year of flight for our people, a year of 

refugees, of stripped and helpless exiles, crowding the h: ghways of the vorld, 

wandering over the face oft e earth in quest of refuge and sanctuary - and 

finding most doors shut. Into exile have gone myriads of our people, even as their 

forefathe s before them. From countries and homes here they had Anown dignity, 
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pouer and position, Jews, in ever-mounting num ers, have been forced t o ·antler forth, 

bewildered and disillusioned, into a bewildered and disil lusioned world, or else 

to remain ,here they were, trapped, and doomed to infamy, degradation and slo 

starvation. 

In t his nigh universal blackout for mankind generally and for our people 

particularly are t here discernible any f i nt shimmers of light, any fugitive gleams 

in the dark, to tell t hat life i s still going on within the heart of t he d, r kness, 

to encourage the hope t hat the mind and heart of mankind ar e still bent u on their 

eternal tasks, unbroken and undefeated? Or has mankind reigned it self to t he 

final domination of the new barbarism, and has I srael, beaten dumb b r prolonged 

torment and misery, also resigned itself to calamity and de th? 

To t he discerning eye thee are strong indi cations that neith~r mankind, 

in its quest for freedom and a decant way of life, nor Israel, in its quest for 

freedom and t he right to live, has reconciled itself to any such defeat. The 

challenge which was hurled at civilization by t he shameless neo-Paganism and t he 

or0 anized state lawlessness of our day has at last been t aken up . The eter nal, 

irrepressible conflict ha finally broken out, and t his time the frees irit of 

man is no longer da7ed, bewildered and beguiled. The empire of insolence and 

iniquity, hich has r aged in all its might and fury and befouled t he earth must 

no fight desperately for its mean and savage life. The outcome of t he struggle 

no one can foresee. It will not be an easy victory - if victory it is to be. 
t\ll.,c.-.- /J I; 

The retreat of the Allies in Nor ay wi! probably not be t e last retreat bef ore 
f 

the final victory. The forces of freedom i ited too long . There ,:ere beguiled 

b t atesmen who were blind to realities and who when they ere confronted by a 

cynical and bruti sh i mperialism on the rampage talked of appeasement; as if a 

de· dly plague can ever be appea ed. A plague is not a "domestic affair", of no 

concern to neighboring peoples . A plague is a univbr ~ 1 menace. It mu t either be 

stamped out or the plague-area mu t be quarantined. In the case of the Nazi plague 
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~hat could have been done and should have been done rnd as not done six 

years ago , hen the [cientifically tream-lined Terror first reared its ugly he~d, 

nd ,.. en its first Eadistic att clrs on the innocent end elple O Jev,s thin Germ ny 

should have been a I arning to the vrnrld as to v h· t the Na7i. . v.ould do later to 

other minoritie d small peoples - ill nm. have to be done t far greater cost 

and sacrifice, through long months, perhaps years of agony. But it is greitly 

heartening to know that the triumphant ma.rch of Medievalism, vnich thre~Jtened to 

seep over the entire earth, has at last been challenged, nd th t nen, by the 

millions, ere no~ mobilized, physically and piritually, to destroy it. It is 

heartening also to know that tht.t lol1thsome dump of putrefying propaganda, lie, 

and r~ce obsessions hich the Nazi deoosited all over the world , to the incBlculable 

hurt of our people , is bein cleared va b the s me h nds v,hich are et to de troy 

that Nazi regime itself. 

For our people there have been other cheer~ e lights in th e d~rknes~ of the 

last fel years . One is the continuing manifestation of ~olidarit, group loyalty 

and responsibilitv on the part of our people , in all sections and in all part 

of the world. e were not found anting. Agre t t ·ting hour has not found 

us a small people! Isr el has res onded tote att cks vhich h ve been m de 

upon it as living, heDlthy nd ensitive organism ~ould. It quickly allied 

and organized it forces to save, to succor, to defend. The body of our people 

hurt in a thousand place , but its spirit has not only remained unco,ed and 

un erten, but it is emerging even stronger, more alert, more vibr'nt. 

As ev r, the wings of our souls have moulted through cont ct iith evil 

and suffering. any afflictions have come upon us in recent ye s, but not, thank 

God, the gre~test of all - the loss of faith in our elves, in our po er of survival, 

in the heroic quality of our destiny nd in the essential ~orth and di ity of 

our own 1·ve. 
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The remarkable outpouring of compassion and help on th rt of Je s 

throughout the world for their fello Je1s ,ho find themselv sin the iron crucible 

of £ffliction, if superb evidence of an inner soundness and of an undefc-ted ~trength. 

Thoughtful Jews know their history. They know their spiritual resources. They 

have taken the neasure of t heir enemy. They under tand the .orld significance 

of their tribult. tion. And they are determined to see it throughl •. 

We kno· that ve are at war. The Nazis declrred a relentless ar of 

extermination upon u long before they came into power, and, sincethen, and f or 

seven years now, they have been prosecuting that var vdth utmost savagery. They 

,ere not content with destroying the Jews of the Third Reich only. They have 

carried their war to the knife into other landi. Whatever country they invade by 

force of arms or by tre~chery, their first act i to destroy the Jed.sh community, 

root and branch. It is an essential part of their politica l creed, just as is 

that other . rt - the subjugu.tion and enslavement of urope. 
mu t 

One logically/precede the other, so the Nazi are convinced. Dictatorship 

will never sit secure upon its throne, as long as the Jes, vhose love for freedom 

and ocial justice, are an irradicable racial heritage, ~urvive to trouble \ith 

t heir prophetic visions the minds and consciences of men, ~ho should be kept 

properly docile and submirsive in a properly regimented and coordinated tc. te. 

• Hatred of t he Jew mu t be aroused, cunningly and ... ystematically, in all lands 

hich the Third Reich has marked off for conquest, for by so doing disunion is own 

among the people of thor e countries, fear and strife engendered, a mood of crisis 

is created, am those peoples' po~er of resistance and self-defense is undennined. 

Anti-Semtism iz the Trojan Horse b which the Nazi conqueror enter t he citadels 

of ever free ople, hich they men to subjugate or to bring ¥ithin the orbit 

of their imper·a1 interests. 
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Thus the Nazis have declared war upon u ever vhere and thou h we are 

not in uniform and v;e possess no weapons, e are yet at ¥:ar. Arri .e are 

l fighting the same deadly foe of civilization which the English, the French nd 
r 

the NorVlegians are fighting today, the s me deadly foe nich, tomorrow, other 

free peoples ,ho are threa.tened and who value their liberties will have to 

fight. Many of these valiant defenders of the elementary decencies of 

civilized life are today fighting this foe by land and sea and in the air. 

~any are on the mine-and-submarine infested h gh seas. Others sand guard at the 

~Iaginot line. Our assigned sector is the Maginot line of compassion. Our task 

in this dread hour when the mighty forces have finally met in the Valley of Decision 

is to care for myriads of the civilian casualties of this mad Terror, to rovide 

food, raiment, shelter and healing to that section of suffering humanity ~ho are 

largely our kith and kin. To fail in this ap ointed task which, at the moment, 

involves no more than financi 1 sacrifices, is to be guilty of a shameless 

act of desertion. But we J ev s have never deserted our ov.'ll, or other uffering 

fellow htunan beings. Out of our all-too-me ger resources .hich were raised 

~ith so much effort and a t the cost of so much sacrifice, we, nevertheless, 

ap ropriated last year large sums of money to care for Chri~ti·n refugees, Prote t nt 

and Catholic alike, hose lives have also been broken by these same barbarians. As 

individuals v,e have also given to Finnish and Polish relief. • e J e s survived 

many sore trials befo e, because we knew ho to hold intrepidly our stdtioned 

watch, in all times of crisis, and how to pour out our spirit in acts of 

sacrificial loyalty when the hour called for it . This is rt of our religious 

mandate and of our ancestral pride. fe shall do so again and again! ••• 

When this war ends, my friends, there will be a peace conference - a 

conference which we hope will b convoked by the victorious allied po·ers, to 

attempt to rebuild the shattered harmony of the orld aft r a nobler pattern 
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of justice and peace. To th t conference will come all the small nations and all 

the oppressed minorities who have suffered from t he invcsions of these b'rb rians. 

They will seek redress, restitution and vindication. The Jewish Jeople ¼111 

also come to thot conference, seeking justice and an end to its vast tribulations. 

The crimes which were perpetrated against it must never be repeated again. It 

must never again be victimized by racial intolerance and n tional chauvenisrn 

which have always been a cloak for robbery, expropria tion and political 

racketeering. The rights of man - the rights of all men, regardless of r ce arrl 

creed - must finally and permanently be re-established in the \ orld. No man must 

ever again be driven from the land of his birth or from his doptive country, 

and no state or rty must ever again have the right to deprive human beings 

of their inalienable rights to life, liberty and the pursuit of happiness. 

At tht: t peace conference e Jews will make our just demands not only on the 

basis of abstract moral principles but on the record of our sacrifices and our 

contributions, material and spiritual, which we made during the years of lar -

on the record of the load of responsibility ~hich we carried willingly in the 

days ihen men's souls were tested in the furnace of suffering, s crifice, dan6er 

and death. Our prestige and dignity as a people, demand that ~e shall do the 

t hings which have to be done a t this juncture in our history, and the v:orld's 

history, with stout hearts, with willing hands and ith over-flowing generosity. 

Another light in the all-encircling gloom of our ~orld for us Jews has 

been Palestine. In spite of the impoverishment, persecutions and exhaustion of 

recent years which made of the whole household of Israel one vast hostelr of 

pain, in spite of the frightful disru~tion of numerous old centers of Je •ish 

life, our people was nevertheless able to find ·dthin itself the energy, the 

courage, the resources and the resourcefulness to build in Pa lestine in the 1st 

fe short years a ne and imposing cent er of Jewish life, alre dy the fifth 

largest Jewish center in the world, and certainly the first and foremost in 
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the richnes of its culture and the vita.llty of its s 1 irit. The ten thousand 

evidences given daily in Paleftine of renewal and resurrection, of dead spirits 

revived, of broken bodies made vnole again, of building upon ru.ins, of courage, 

of vision, of hope, of self-sacrifice are an imperishable epic of splendor, the 

like of wh·ch our own people or any other people has not written at any time 

in its history. hat is being done there and how it is being done, T.hat common 

folk, transfigured b:· an ideal, can achieve is a tribute not only to our people 

and to their sires who begot them, but to humanity itself. 

Here a people - resolved to live and not to die - is shouting defiance to 

a world bent upon its destruction. Here it is building upon strong fouro ations 

a lasting home to replace the tabernacles which have proved so frail and 

impermanent in so many ~arts of the earth. Here hope is re tored to men robbed 

of hope, and pride, to the humbled, and the gift of mission and destiny to 

t hos e cut off, spiritually dispos essed, and cast out of all inherit nee. Here 

beauty is given them for ashes, and the lost kingdoms of both worlds are 

restored to them. 

Friends: Our Je ish •elfare Fund is not a charitable fund in the 

ordinar sense of t he word - though many worthy philanthropic agencies and 

institutions, local and national, are embraced ~1thin it. It is a \ar loan to 

help an embattled eople fighting for its life - a loan which will be repaid in 

the preciou coin of the spirit. Our people is a small people and nearly 

a third of it today is on the rack. With us it is toda , in a vecy literal sens, 

a question of survival1 1e must feed men and women vhose lives have become 

bitter to the very bone and who are faced with starvation. Ve mu t save their 

children - our next genera ion. We must find homes for hundreds of thousands 

of refugees. e must defend ourselves against those subversive forces w ·ch, 

receiving their inspiration and their support from Nazi Germany, are attempting 

to Nazify America, to sow hate and discord here, d to betray the dream of a 
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free, pracious, just ·nd united Amerea. e mu~t maint ·n intact our spiritual 

life, and support these institutions which strengthen our spirit and enlighten 

our souls in these dark days of trial and suffering. 

A happier day is coming for mankind , and for us. Ve are not at the end 

of a v,ay, at the edge of a wilderness, but only on a long, broken detDUr . 

shall return to the golden hghway. Out of the agony of our age, a better and 

nobler c·vilization ill emerge. Men v.rill not forever abandon freedom, fairners, 

justice, tole ance. From the deeper sources of human inspirs tion thee will soon 

well up again the redemptive ideals of human dignity, liberty, tol ranee and peace. 

There is darkness nm , but the dawn will come - for it was God , o said: "Let 

t here be light "• - And the light will be sweet when it comes. Until it comes, 

let us kindle lamps in the darkness, lamps which will bring light to others and 

to ourselves, which will cheer others and ourselves - lamps of compassion, of 

self-sacrifice, lamps of love, the holy lamps which Goa has pl ced in the heart 

of ever man to kindle and to replenish. 
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A FEW FACTS ABOUT J.D.C. ACTIVITIES. 

I 

Sine America's entry into the war in December 1941 
we have succeeded n bringing out of Europe some 
3500 refugees from France, pain, Portugal, Switzer
land, North Africa, but also some from Italy, Hungary, 
Belgilllll and Holland. 

II 

The only passenger ships n w sailing between Europe 
and the United States are those charter .d or arranged 
for by the J.D.C. There are no other ships sailing and 
it is impossible to book passages through any other 
agencies free. 

III 

The cost of transportation has gone up tremendously 
because of lack of ships, because of increase i n 
price of fuel, food, and insurance. It is a tremen -
dously difficult task to arrange for sailings since 
one must obtain the agreement not on y of the com -
panies but also of the Government. 

IV 

There are at the present time about 500 USA visa holders 
in unoccupied France alone, about 250 CUba visa holders 
and about 100 exican visa holders. These mast be brought 
out before the expiration of their visas. We have already 
a r ranged for a ship with a capacity of 850 passengers for 
m d May and are still hoping to arrange for a sailing 
late in April. 

V 

Visas to the United States, Cuba, and Mexico are still 
being issued with the authorization of the respective 
governments. As long as visas continue to be issued, it 
is necessary to make every effort to bring these peop e 
out. 

VI 

The entire Jamaica project ·.irhich offered a haven to 
200 Polish, Dutch, Czec and Luxembourg refugees was 
made po ~sihle through the intervention of and guarantee 
of maintenance and passage by the Joint. Thus, 200 people 
from Portugal who hod no prospects of emigration nere 
saved and now secnre• for the duration of the war llllder 
most satisf~c ory circumst nee. 

,, 
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VII 

The J.D.C. is still maintaining a full program of assistance 
in unoccupied France with its 20,000 interned Jews, not to 
speak of the many thousands scattered in the cities ¥ho need 
help: in Switzerland, Spain, Portugal, Casablanca, Turkey, 
Tanger, Algeria, It is also through its Swiss Committee in 
contact rith the colll!nittees in various occupied countries 
and is able to ring a measure of assistance to them. 
striking example i.;; the me-lical assistance in the form of 
anti-typhus ser1.un, sent into the g ettos of War av,, Radom, 
Lublin, and Riga, through our Swiss Committee an.d with the 
help of the International Red Cross. 

VIII 

The J.D.C. is s~jll helpi g to bring o t to Palestine those 
refugees stranded in Turkey, who are now receiving Palestine 
certificates. Their emigration to Palestine is possible through 
J.D.C. funds. We are also trying to bring out a number of 
p ople, particularly Youth Alijah groups rom Rouraani, to 
Palestine. 
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