
 
Abba Hillel Silver Collection Digitization Project 
Featuring collections from the Western Reserve Historical Society and 

The Jacob Rader Marcus Center of the American Jewish Archives 

 
 
  

Western Reserve Historical Society                 American Jewish Archives 
10825 East Boulevard, Cleveland, Ohio 44106 3101 Clifton Avenue, Cincinnati, Ohio 45220 
(216) 721-5722                                                 (513) 487-3000 
wrhs.org                                                         AmericanJewishArchives.org 

 
MS-4787: Abba Hillel Silver Papers, 1902-1989. 

Series V: Writings, 1909-1963, undated. 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Reel     Box         Folder  
         180           66           565 
 
 

United Palestine Appeal, 1940. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



The United Pale tine Appeal is reluctantly compelled to announce an 

independent cam_aign for 1940. After two months of ruitle s negoti t i ons 

ith t he Joint Distribution Co ittee, it finds it necess to _Jroceed ·i th 

the immediate organiz tion of its o 1940 cam. ign, lest the vit~l intere ts 

of P le- tine suffer an irre rable loss through the dilatory tactics the 

intransigeant attitude of the representative ot the Joint Distribution COllllll1.ttee. 

e entered the negotiations for a united Je ish ca paign for 1940 with 

enthusiasm and high hopes because of th gratifying experiences of 1959. The 

Jews or America had heartily elcomed the united campaign and had generously 

res ~onded. The c ::>aign had been conducted smoothly and both or aniz tions, 

as ell as the beneficiary, the N tiona1 Refugee Service, had received rger 

SUDlS of money than at any time in their hi~tory. 

Encouraged by the results of 1 59, e tho ht th t it ·ould be a v ry 

simple matter to continue the same arr~ ent tor 1940. But e ere soon 

disillusioned. Earl in the negotiations it bee e cle r th t the represents.-

• tivee or the Joint Distribution Committee had become dissatisfied ·ith the 

arrangements to hich they had readily agreed in )')59, and e pecially 1th the 

distribution of the tUDis hich ere made by the Alloc tions Committee, t o h 

the represen tives or the Joint Distribution Committee on the Committee had 

tully concurred therein. 

The brought 1n ne roposals hich completely demolished the s ti factory 

et-up of 1959. They demanded sharply increased sums for the Join Distribution 

Comm! ttee and the • tion Refugee Service, but the United Pale .. tine A pe 1 

as to receive obout halt of hat it received in 1959. Other demands ere ~ 

made, such as the right to r-mark funds by individual donors, hich ould 

have destroyed the whole purpose of a united cam •i n and ould h; ve ere tad 

di sension and controversy in every communit7. instead ot unity and harmor17. 
) 
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Fantastic fi u.res ··ere pre ented to show that Pale tine s receiving too much 

money from the United t ts, and budgets ere presented forte Joint Distribution 

Collllllittee which had bsolutely no relation to the actual expenditures of th t 

organiz· tion in 1959, or to its possible ex endi urea in L 40. An inaccur te 

and misleading st tement touching Pru.estine hich wac presented by t repre

sentatiTea ot t e Joint Distribution Committee tor the confidenti l deliber tions 

or the Negotiations Committee as , ithout our lalowledge or consent, ~ent 

broadcast to the entire mem ership or the Board of the Joint Dis ribution 

COIDlli ttee in the United t · tes, but our re res en ti ves 1er! most 0 , : m tly 
~-f.~vJL~~ 

solicited by these ame eentlemen, and co sented
1
{to withhel:a cu, repl to th::t 

At no time as there recognition on the part of the representatives 

of the Joint Distribution COlllllittee that . ale tine s tod.a carrying a three-

told burden - its normsl services ot reconst 

the Je s of America have been contributing re 

upbuilding to hicJa 

rly through the ye rs, the 

new and enol"llous emergency service involved inc ring for tens of thousands 

of refugees which have poured nd are still pouring into the country - P lestine 

haTi been in the last five e rs by far the large t center for refugee 

settlement in the orld - and the economic e ergenciee creat"ed 1n P estine 

by the illpact of the ar upon it. 

In spite of 'l:.he e incre 1118 needs, the re resen ti es of the United 

Palestine Appeal. contented thmn elves with sking for no more than hat thv 
.-~ United Palestine A >eal received in 1959. urged th t the new · nd incre sed 

needs ot all th gencies should be Jre ent to the Je a or America 1th an 
~~ 

appeal tor even gre ter generosit~to ■eet the. It . s illogical, they 

maintained, to attempt to satisfy the legitimate needs of one .-icy t the 

upeDBe of another which was already operating on a mini- budget.~ last ~....-
year, they/ottered to leaTe the allocation of a large part of the tunda to . be 1\ 



raised to an Allocations Co . ittee which would distribute them on the basis 

of needs as they arise t ~rough the year. The representatives of the Joint 

Distribution Committee were at first strongly opposed to the idea of an 

Alloc tions Committee, resenting the allocut.ion to Palestine hich was made 

last e r by the 1manimous actions of the coi ttee .hich was composed ot 

two representatives of the Joint Distribution CoOllli.ttee, to of the United 

Palestine Appeal, and an impartial chairman. Later on they agreed t h ta 

small sum sho~ be left to s ch an Allocations Committee. Then they cha.gad 

eir ainds again, and more recently, they changed it igain. 

Failing in this, our representatives ugg~sted that the 1938 agreeoent be 

revived, hereby the Joint Distribution Co ttee and United? e<'!tine A peal 

conducted independent campaigns in Ne York City - agreed on a 40-60 be.sis 

for all ~'el.are Fund cities in the rest of t e c untcy. This, too, a rejected. 

For the~ ke of unity, and in order fu f cilitate t he ork of the 

Negoti•~tions Committee, our representatives fin 11.y consented to take a quarter 

or a million doilars less than the United P tine A 9eal. received 1n 195 -

a sacrifice which Palestine should not have been called upon to maKe in these 

desperate times. But even this did not atisty the represent tiv soft e 

Joint Distribution Committee. any m etings ere held. The representatives 

of the Joint Distribution Committee maneuvered one ostponement after another. 

A week ago, after nearly two months of unsati factory negot ~ations~ we ere 

requested to agree to another ostponement for, it was said, ne propo ala 

would be forthcomiq. ,e agreed. None _ropo i ls, h ever, came forth. 

1 e 1ere then sked to wait another week. In this m, nner we ere forced to 

lose precious months which should have gone into the planning nd or anization 

of our 1940 campaign. 

At the historic Palestine Conference held in ashi ton on anwry 6th, 

the deleg·tes as mbled ·ere fully in£ormed concerning the tatus of the 

negoti tions w th the Joint Distribution Committee, and thnt Conference, attended 
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by fifteen hwidred deleg tes from all parts of then· tion, voted unanimously 

in favor of a 1.ll'lited campaign for 1940, but also th: t no further conce siona at 

the cost ot Palectine should b made. 

e gr atly regret the nece~sity of launching o.n nde endent cm aign. 

This is a time for mity, not division in Israel. e fully realize the unpl asant-

ness and the po~sible conf"licts which sep rate cam?S-igns might ere t e in the 
. 

~ rious communities of Ameri~ and the additional expense of such e arate ~A-",-.va. 

e£1'ar+.-. But e ere left no "choice. e are content to l et the Amert can ~ 'l 
~ 

J'e•i11h com•unif tii.ee- judge the merits of our C'"· se. There is involved h e not 

merely an attempt, ithout rime or r • son, to reduce the fi 1nds destined for 

Palestine, but to ~·· botage our ork in Palestine, to trifie 1th it., ~ to 

degrade the s tus of Palestine in the eyes of Am rican J e ry. A few anti

Zioni t die-hards who are still in control of the ajor policies of the 

Joint Distribution Committee have de r oyed t h ocsibility for a united Je ish 

campaign in the United St!\ tes. The ... tory ill be told more fully 1 ter on. 

e re therefore now officially launching the Unit Pale tin Anp i 

The sum re .uired to meet the needs of the e.ren {~ od, Campaign for 1940. 

the Keren Kayemeth 

illion Dollars. 

~ 
d the Refugee Relief and cettleoent ~ervices/is Fitteen 

!\ 
1. ) 

I 

s on all the friends of Pal ~tine to rally to the 1940 e rgency 

campaign or the United P le c- t_ne Aµ eal. e call upon them to roceed immediately 

1n their respective communities to plan and or 1anize for this cam. ign. Ia 

those co;wnunities where a Je ish elfare Fund exists, e ask th• to• e to it 

that the just interests of P leetine are fully pr otected in the alloc tions ot 

tunds. 

Relief abroad is necessary. Our unfo:::"tun te brothers must be given 

mex:tm1J11 help hereTer per ecution and disaster have oftrta en them. But the 
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Jews of America will not forget t hat the Jewish people h ve nothing to sho for 

the ~st amount of relief funds spent in Central and stem Europe in th 

last twenty-fiYe years. A ermanent measures of rehabilit tion they have been 

coaplate)Jr unavailing. Philanthropy tands today baffied and helple~s. Only 

in Palestine have major ex. enditures been converted into permanent tional 

invest ents. Only in Palestine have relief funds been converted into constnict1Ye 

achieve ents. Pnly P lestine, of all the coW1tries hi.ch have received financial 

support from orld Je ry, can oint to hundreds of ne colonies, settlements, 

tons and cities, to schools, to a university, to a edic 1 center, to a full 

complement of social agencies and institutions, d to a teeming nd vigoroua 

Jewish community of oYer five hundred thousand souls, as the product of such 

upport. Onl in Pale tine are we still fre to b tld, and t hat in spite ot 
political r estrictions d r conditions. 

e appeal to the Jes of America for su.pre e loya.lt to the Je sh Homeland 

in this hour of rave deci sion for genero~ity and s cri ficeJ 
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Dr. Abba Hill I Silv r is on of th mo. t distingui h d and illu triou figur in th 
Unit d States today. . . . An outstanding memb r of th Am rican Rabbinate, Dr. Silver 
has b en in the for front of American-Jewish l ad r hi for two d codes. . . . As national 
chairman of the United Palestine Appeal, h has led merican-J wish ffort for th rebuild
ing of Palestin . . . . An loqu nt, fore ful orator . . . a magn tic, fascinating p rsonality 
... Dr. Silv r ill hav a m ssag of ital significanc for w England Jewry. 

ATTEND THE CO FERE CE A D HEAR HIS STIRRING ADDRESS! 



EW ENGLAND 

UNIT€D PA L€ST N€ AP €AL 
Pal tin Foundahon und r n Hay od 

For th S ttl m nt in Pal in• of J~ of G rmany, Au tna, Poland, 
1\umania and O r Land . , 

600 Washington Str I, o Ion, Hub. 5587 

Your organization is invited to participat in th W ENGLAND 
PALESTINE CONFERENCE under the auspices of the UNITED PALESTINE 
APPEAL to be held in Boston, Massachusetts, on SUNDAY, APRIL 14, 1940, 
at the HOTEL STATLER BALLROOM beginning at 10.30 a.m. 

IT IS IMPERATIVE AT THIS CRUCIAL HOUR I JEWISH LIFE THAT ALL 
JEWISH ELEMENTS IN THE COMMUNITY UNITE. 

MILLIONS OF VICTIMS OF PERSECUTION A O SIO . . . VICTIMS 
OF NAZI BARBARISM ... VICT S OF THE RES T WAR ... ADRIFT 
IN A WORLD THAT KNOWS O MERCY. . . ED EVERY MEANS OF 
LIVELIHOOD ... STARVING . . . 0 HOPE THEIR CHILDREN ... 
LIVING IN CONSTANT TERROR OF TOMORROW ... LOOK TO PALESTINE 
FOR SALVATION! 

We must mobilize all our resources to extend the possibiliti s for settlement 
in the National Home. All phases of Palestine d velopm nt will be included 
on the Conference program. Internationally famous speak rs will address 
the sessions. 

YOUR ORGANIZATION, THEREFORE, MUST BE REPRESE TED AT THIS 
VITALLY IMPORTA T CONFERENCE. Select fiv delegat s in addition to 
your officers and send in their nam s imm diately on th enclos d form to 
600 Washington Street, Room 710, Boston, Massachusetts. 

UNITED PALESTINE APPEAL. 

• If your orgamzation do snot m t m flm to s 1 ct d I qat s. all 0H1c rs are urq d to attend 
and name additional reprcsentat1v s who w1ll part1cipat . THERE WILL B£ 0 SOLICITA-
TION OF FUNDS. 94 
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PROGRAM 

NATIONAL CONFERENCE FOR PALESTINE 

Sponsored by 

UNITED 
PALESTINE 

APPEAL 

Mayflower Hotel, Washington, D. C. 

January 6-7, I 940 

Broadcasts from National Conference: 
Sunday, January 7, I :oo to I :I 5 P .M. E.S.T. 

D R. BBA HILLEL SILVER 

Mutual Broadcasting System network 

Sunday, January 7, 4:15 to 4:30 P.M. E.S.T. 
ATTORNEY G ENERAL FRANK MURPHY 

National Broadcasting Company network 
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SATURDAY NIGHT SE SIO - ].l\ U RY 6TH - 8 : 3 0 P.M. 

THEME-"Palestine and the World Jewish Crisis" 

JUDGE JACOB J. KAPLAN, Vice-Chairman, Boston United Jewish Appeal 
Presiding Officer 

Gre<:tings to D elegates-MORRIS SIMO , Chairman, 1939 T,Vashington United Jewish 
A ppeal. 

T he Economic Situation and the Role of the ational Fund -DR. GEORG LA DAUER, 
Member of V aad Leumi Executive. 

T he P olitical Situation-Lou1 LIP KY, American 1cmber, 1¥ orld Zionist Executive. 

Land for a Homeland-DR. I RAEL GoLo TEIN, Preside,.t, I ewish ational Fund. 

America' Role-DR. ABBA HILLEL ILVER, ational Chairman, United Palestine 
Appeal. 

U DAY MOR I G E IO -J,. A RY JTH-1 0 :00 .M. 

THEME-"The Place of Palestine in the American Community" 

JUDGE Lou1 E . LEVI THAL, M ember of Board, Philadelphia Allied Jewish Appeal, 
Presiding Officer 

Report on the Statu of the nited Pale tine .. ppeal-HE RY Mo TOR, Executive 
Director, United Palestine Appeal. 

The Mizrachi Pale tine Fund-LEO GELLMA , President of Miz.rachi. 

Trea urer' Report- RTH R 1. LAMPORT, 1 ational Treasurer, United Palestine 
Appeal. 

SYMPO IUM-
Recognition of Pale tine Within a Welfare Fund-

ATH N M. STEIN, Chairman, 1939 Milwaukee I ewish Welfare Fund. 
AMUEL A . GOLD MITH, Secretary, Chicago Jewish Welfare Fund. 

Mo EM. FELD, Co-Chairman, Houston l-Velfare Fund. 

D iscu ion from the Floor. 

America's Pledge to the Yi huv-DR. SOLOMON G OLDMAN, President, Zionist 
Organization of America. 



SU DAY LU CHEO E IO - JA .l-\RY 7TH-I :oo P.M. 

DR. ~ BBA HILLEL IL ER-Presiding 

Grace-R HBI B. L. LEVI THAL 

THE RT. HoN. LFRED D FF OOPER Former First Lord of thr Briti. h dmiralt_, 

U DAY FTER 00 E IO -J 4 RY 7Ttt-4:oo P.M. 

THEME-"Palestine and Democracy" 

IMON SHETZER, Prt'sidcnt of the I wish Commtmity .,o,mril of Detroit, 
Prr iding Officer 

Challenge of Intolerance-Ho ORABLE FRA K 

United States. 
URPllY Attorney rneral of the 

The Creation of ew alue -J o ,E • 1oRRIS ROTHE BERG, .,o-Chnirman of the 
Council of Jewish Agency for Palestinr. 

Jewish Colonization in Pal tine-DR. W .ALTER C. LOWD R ILK, Chief of the Divi.
sion of Research, Soil Conservation S rvice, U. . Department of Agriculture. 

New Vi ta for the Refugee -DR. KuRT BL M FELD, D irector of the Palestine 
Foundation Fund, Jerusalem. 

Resolutions. 
nnouncement of I 940 Officer . 



SUNDAY EVENING SESSIO -JA UARY 7TH - 8:oo P.M. 

BANQUET 

DR. TEPHEN S. WisE, National Co-Chairman, United Palestine Appeal, 
Toastmaster 

Grace-RABBI PHILIP BERNSTEIN 

Speokers-

CouNT RENE DE SAINT-QUENTIN, French Ambassador to the United States. 

MRs. JosEPH STROOCK, Chairman, Women's Division, United Palestine Appeal. 

HENRY MoNSKY, Prerident, Bnai Brith. 

SENATOR WILLIAM H. KrNG, 

DR. CHAIM WEIZMANN, President of the Jewish Agency for Palestine. 

Vo al election b Jan Peerce of Radio City Music Hall 



AS TIE HOPE OF JEIIISI REFIGEES 

Three Ad,J.resses Delive,-ed, Ill N11ti<Jndl. Conferen&e 

of United Palestine Appeal, W 11Shington, D. C. 

A SOLUTION FOR THE PALESTINE PROBLEM 

R.t. Hon. Alfred Duff Cooper 

THE CHALLENGE OF INTOLERANCE 

Mr. Justice Frank Murphy 

PALESTINE AND THE WORLD JEWISH CRISIS 

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver 

Issued by 

UNITED PALESTINE APPEA.L 
I I I FIFTH AVENUE NEW YORK CITY 
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AS THE HOPE OF JEWISH RE UGE 
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AS THE central American instrument for 
r-1.. the rebuilding of Palestine, the United 
Palestine Appeal, which combines the fund
raising efforts of the Palestine Foundation 
Fund and the Jewish National Fund, has helped 
make possible the establishment of a Jewish 
community of 500,000 in Palestine. In 1940 the 
United Palestine Appeal will be called upon 
to provide larger resources than ever before, 
if Palestine is to abso.rb succe sfully 35,000 
refugees who came to its shores in 1939 and 
thousands of others who continue to find a 
home there, despite the war. 



A SOLUTION FOR THE 
PALESTINE PROBLEM 

By the RT. HO . LFRED D FF COOPER, 

Former Fir t Lord of the Briti /z Admiralt 

FOR centuri th J w , wand ring fr m th ir , n untr • ha 

r long d to r turn to it. Thi i no n , mo m nt, b au 

indi ·idual at all p ri d of hi tor hav f It thi n tal ia for th 

horn of th ir rigin. It ha gone n from g n ration t g n rati n. 

It ha prung up fir t in on land, then in another. It ha n r b n 

uni r al, but it ha n r b n tingui h d and, I p in th h art · f 

million , it ha burnt, an enduring flame. 

Finall aft r th la t , •orld ata~troph m ·d th t th· tim ha I 

com , h n thi lon dream , a going to n tru . \ la t, a r at 

ountr d clar d in an hi t ri d laration in favor f making a r alit 

f, hat had l n b n onl 1 1 n. n I . h r ull of th p a 

treati that w r on Jud d a th nd o th r, t t on ountr ' 

onl , but all tho who , t p d t \ 

to u th ir b t offi to r at J , i h nal H in Pal tin •. 

Tw ha pa in • th n. T 1a • l t, • ar 

on th ic failur l ut th r ha\! t 
r th b • n bri , l • , h ·r • at I th ·1 • 

ther hav n ·1 n of pr mi • h r and th r th r hav b n h p • 

fulfilled. 

Th . u ·ce f J wi h Pale linf' 

\\ hat ha b n th hi f thi p •rim nt cl iring th tw nt 

ar . The J , , ho ha k d ha k t Pal tin hav p rf d 

ther , hat i littl 1 than a mira I -the ha mad t rt 

flow r th ha built up , alth , h r th r , a p • rt ; th ar 

till rnpl y d upon that gr at ta k. Th hav in r a d th I pula-

ti n wh r r th ha on . ot onl th ir wn J wi h population, 

3 
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but the nati e population who were there at the time have multiplied 
owing to the increase of wealth and the increase of employment. Thus, 
urely, the work of the Jews in Palestine during these sad twenty ears 

has been an exception to the many failures by which that period ha 
been marked. 

What ha been the result of that ucce ? What is, alas, too com-
monly in this world the result of success? It has been to provoke opposi
tion, envy and jealousy, that envy and jealousy sometimes fermented 
from other lands for political reasons, having no connection with the 
local dispute. That envy and jealousy has assumed proportions which 
have led to violence and to bloodshed. For a long time incidents of 
increasing seriousne s have marked that endeavor to hinder the work 
that is being performed, to put spokes in the wheel, to prevent the 
carr ing to it natural conclu ion of a wonderful beginning. And, as 
we all know, the r ult has been enforcement of stern measures, mili
tar occupation, violence, bloodshed, death, execution-a tragic tale. 

It eemed that tm ard the end of this summer a new era was going 
to be introduced. There had been, as the result of these misfortunes, 
a special Ro al Commission sent out to Pale tine to inquire into the 
condition , and to report-a commis ion of cii tinguished Englishmen, 
who delivered the report which, in fact, gave complete satisfaction to 
nobody, and which, therefore, was commended as being possibly fair 
to all. 

At an rate, the Zioni ts, although the could not be expected to 
receive it with enthu iasm-I remember Dr. Weizmann himself de-
cribed it to me a "Zionism without Zion," for Jeru alem was to be 

excluded from the part that was to be handed over to the Zionists
neverthele how d their moderation, their reasonableness, b agree
ing to accept it and to do all that lay in their power to implement a 
program which wa certainly fraught with difficulties, but which was 
at least an honest endeavor to find a olution for one of the mo t 
difficult problem of the age. 

That solution has never been implemented; it was decided not to 
carry out the recommendation of that Commi ion which the Zionists 
had accepted and which the Arabs had refu eel. 
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There were further inquiries, further hesitations, further uncer
tainty, and there is nothing worse in any political situation than unc r
tainty, because all the time that people are waiting for a deci ion the 
situation invariably goe from bad to worse. 

The Program of the White Paper 

And then there came, this ummer, a new program, contained once 
more in a White Paper. I confe s that to my mind that program wa 
difficult to defend. I went so far as to protest against it in the Hou e 
of Commons. It seemed to me that far from as isting in an wa 
toward the solution of the Jewish question, it was going to er ate a 
new Jewish question in Palestine; that, aft r being tempted, lur d, and 
encouraged to return to that country, thou and of Jews were e entu
all y to be le£ t to their fate, remaining for all time a minorit . Par
ticularly those clauses which referred to immigration eemed to me 
ingularly unfair, for the principle that in pir d them , a imply thi : 

becau e, owing to terrible events in Europe, om de titute, unhappy 
refugee had succeeded in circumventing th r ulations anding tting 
into Palestine without having gone through the proper legal form , 
therefore tho e who had made no such attempt, tho who were 
anxiou to carry out the Jaw and to abide by it were g i ng to be 
prevented from returning to that land. To puni h tho who had 
ob er ed the law for the crime of those who break it, em to me 
the opposite of justice or equity. 

I think I aid in the Hou e of Common that it wa ju t a if a 
choolma ter were to say to hi cla s, "Half the boy are pla ing truant 

today and are not here; th refore those who have come to scho 1 hall 
stay twice as long and be puni hed." 

ow th re i a lull. ow, while the whole of Europe is thr wn into 
the melting pot; now, while catastrophe upon the large t cale i 
looming up before an ever-darkening sky-now, peace, comparati e 
peace, ha fallen upon Palestine. To the credit of all concerned, 
nobody wi hes to disturb Great Britain or cause her unnecessary anxiety 
or unnecessary responsibilities for the use of her armed force in a 
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time such as this. The lull surely should be taken advantage of in 
order to reconsider the whole question, and in order to arrive at a 
policy that shall be sound, one that can be implemented, and then 
one that will ultimately olve the whole problem. 

I think that that is the duty of those who are responsible for the 
government of that country at thi time, tho e who are responsible for 
the carrying out of the mandate. 

It is all very well to a that when a great country is engaged in war, 
everybody's acti ities are so fully occupied that they have not time for 
thi, that and the other. That is not the ca e in England today. There 
are hundreds and thousands of men who have plenty of leisure, dis
tingui hed men, men who ha e occupied the most responsible posi
tion, men who can look back upon careers which would enable them 
to gi e in aluable advice to those in authority. There are plenty of 
people in England t da who have plenty of time to give to the con-
ideration of the future of Palestine. 

It ma not be-indeed, I do not think it is-the time to attempt to 
put into force an new deci ions, but it is the time when the new 
deci ion hould be prepared, so that the shall not be ru hed through 
too ha til when th dut and the task of peace-making is finally faced. 

The Failure of British Administration 

o, , in m opinion, the Briti h Admini tration of Pale tine ha 
failed. It ha failed, not, I think, becau e it wa undertaken in any
thing but the ri ht pirit. I am c n inc d that tho e who have been 
re pon ibl for the admini tration of Pale tine the e twenty years have 
delib rat 1 att mpt d t find ome , a of dealing with the ituation 
which ·hould gi e ab olute fairne to both portions of the popula
tion, to tr at J e, and rah alike, to encourage them both to live on 
friendl ' term and to hope that the , among t them elve , will be able 
to hare equall , fifty-fift , in the go ernment and in the control of the 
production, the wealth and the future of the countr ., . That , a the 
principle that la at the ba is of Great Britain's policy. 

I belie e the polic ha failed, not onl , or certainly not principally, 
becau e of any mi take of admini trator on the pot, though they ma 
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not have been perfect, and though ome of th m may ha e be n bia ed 
in one direction or the other. I believe it ha not fail d for that r ason 
nor has it failed through any graver international cau . It ha fail d 
because the basis it elf wa un ound and b cau in that parti ular 
corner of the earth, a in n arly er oth r countr throughout th 
world, one race has got to be the dominant race and on race ha got 
to be the inferior. The dominant race may, hould, and no doubt 
would treat the other race with con ideration and fairne , gi them 
acce to e er path to ucce , to fame and to honor; but , her th r 
are deep di i ion , not onl , racial but religiou , th re mu t be on id 
which feel that here it i their right to ay what hall be don . Ila in 
aid what i ri ht, and having carri d out what the beli e to b fair, 

th can 1 k the whole world in the face and a k of the , h 1 , rid 
to judg wh ther the ha dealt fairly with th ir neighbor or no. 

But, so long a there ar two rac on a tl I· l t rm · holdin 
uch deeply diff r nt ie, on ome of th fundam ntal fa t f lif , 

both in thi world and then t; while tho tw rac ek, v n , ith 
the best will in the world, to hare quite evenl in th contr I of the 
countr , the are e king to attain th imp ible. 

In thi period of the, orld' di trc , we h uld not fi our aim t 
high. We hould not hop for the imp ible. ,ve hould n n l a or 
to produce a tate of affair that o far a I am awar ha n v r i t cl 
in an land, a tat in , hi h t, o nati n , o an i nt nati n • \har 
quall the ri ht , the pri ii g and the po, r that m n m t d ir 

in an civilized community. 

A False Policy 

Thi policy ha failed not becau it wa n pt cl, or ha 
not b n incer 1 carried out, but b au it wa a p li fal in it 
foundation . 

h ne t in itable conclu ion mu t be that in future the manda
tor pm r mu t r ard thi que tion , ith bia upon one ide r th 
oth r. he ha e ried to treat i , ithout bia without fa ri i m 
and th ha fail d. Th r fore, in the futur th mu t adopt om 
bia . Th n c me th que ti n: On which id hould th bia be? Th 
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old story, about which there has been so much dispute, has been gone 
over often regarding the promises given in the stress of the Great War; 
the promises gi en by this government or that, the letters that were 
written, the speeches that were made, the notes that were exchanged. 
It has been maintained that Great Britain, in her endeavor to keep 
her promises to both sides, has broken them to both. That may be 
true, but that is ancient history; that belongs to a period which is 
already receding into the past. 

The mere fact, if it i a fact-and I maintain it is-that every effort 
has been made to carry out all those promises, even when they were in 
conflict with one another; the fact that an effort has been made to 
arr th m out render them now part and parcel with the time to 

which they belong, omething that need no longer be so do ely and 
meticulou ly regarded with a legali tic eye. 

ow, let u con ider , hat has happened in the interval, what ha 
happened since 1914 to the two peoples mo t closely concerned. 

The Arab Position-I9I4·I940 

In 1914 there was, hardly any territory which the Arabs could call 
their own. They were almo t throughout the Near East subject to 
Turkish suzerainty. Since 1914, they have acquired vast tracts of terri
tory where the ar independent: the whole of Arabia; Trans-] ordania, 
which was taken away from the original conception of Palestine; Syria, 
where again they exerci e emi-independent rights. o nation in the 
world ha o little ground for complaining of what the Germans call 
lack of lebensraum a the Arab rac . The ha e va t paces in which 
to expand. They have been amongst the greatest beneficiaries of the 
World War, and now they are subject to no particular evils. They are 
in no way wor e off. In fact, they are in many way very much better 
off than the were twenty or twenty-five years ago. 

And what, meanwhile, has happened to the Jew? Did anybody 
imagine when Balfour made hi Declaration, when we were at war for 
four and a half years; when the Treaty of Versailles and the accompany
ing treaties were signed, did anybody imagine what was going to 
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happen in the Continent of Europe in the year to come? Could an ,_ 
body, believing in progress, in human nature and in Chri tian ci iliza
tion, have dreamt of the ghastly, hideous and hocking p r cu tion 
that has befallen the Jewish race? 

The Burden on Christendom 

The e event are a sham , an abiding ham , not onl , u l on th 
people who are responsible for them, but to om xt nt upon all 
European nation, and indeed upon the, h I f hri t ndom. 

For Germany and the German, the will n titu a tigma whi h 
that people will not liv down for centuri . But for u al o, f r u • , h 
ha e stood by and , atched, who hav pre ed in f r dul langu g 
our horror and our indi nation; but ' t ha all , d th · ' thing · to 
go on, and ha e di cu ed t rm and treati and fri ml. hit with th · 
people who were co1nmitting th e abominabl crime -for u al , 
there is a hare, a minor hare, to b borne o[ thi gr at ham . 

Age are r memb red, ala , more of ten, by tl e rim • m-
mi tted in them than for th good th bring forth. \ peak f th 
tim of the Spani 11 lnqui ition; w p ak of th tim of the Ei 1p r r 

ero, forgetting all the good, wi e men who Ii~ d in b th th p rio<l'>, 
and all the good things that were done b innum rable human b in . 
It ma be that in centuri to ome people ,,rill peak of thi ag n t 

a the a e of the World War, not a the ag oft,._, \V rld ,var but a 
the age f Jewi h p r uti n . Our d ndant , ill w nd r, "'1Vhat 
were our grandfather lik ? C uld th· ha b n i ilized and made 
no prot t, ould th , hav all , cd th e thing t b and n t ha 
ought ome remed l ct th m right?" 

Promi to J w Should Be R doubled 

Th thing b ing a th are, it e m t me that the claim of th 
Jewi h pe pl upon Chri t ndom, and up n Gr at Britain particu
larly, i far tr nger today than it ha c r b n b fore, and that any 
promi hat we made twent ar ago we hould wip out now and 
redouble. 

,ve can do that. I belie e in all incerit can do that without 
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inflicting any eriou. injur upon a single Arab. There is so much 
suffering in the world today that the little inconvenience, the possible 
disappointments, the heart-burnings and the regrets which would be 
felt by those again t whom the decision went, would seem but a tea
spoonful in the world' ast sea of orrows. We should say now to the 
Jewish people and to the Arabs, too: 

"Thi mall corner of the world from which the Jews came, uch a 
mall corner for uch a gr at people to demand, is going in the future 

to be the Jewi h home; and there and there only they shall eventually 
be so ereign. There the hall decide the numbers of the immigrants 
and the conditions of immigration, and for you others who do not 
wi h it, we are prepar d to make e ery concession and gi e you e ery 
a uranc . ,ve , ill ee that ou receive the faire t treatment an 
minorit , could demand. ,v e , ill s e, through a tern similar to that 
, hich now i t , of report to the League of ations or report to 
Great Britain, or reports to anybody whom you ma choo e, that you 
are fairl tr ated and tho e , ho wi h to leave the land and emio-rate, 
we will a i t to ernio-rate. \,Ve will in ure tha they ha a £re h tart in 
ome part f the Ea tern territory, . o b~oad and long, in , hich they 

naturall b Ion . Th' i not like moving them to a new continent or 
moYing th m 'en into a new countr r, but mo ing them impl into 
territori where rahs have lived for generation, and where Arabs 
and rabian people are living today." 

If we w r to ay thi, th hould have nothing to fear from that 
olution. o man lik to lea e hi home, but in compari. on with the 
uff rin that i being almo t uni er all inflicted how little uffering 

, ould be th r in olved? few hundred or thou and perhap of 
I eopl would find ne, home under new kie , with a i tanc , ith 
are, with aid, and with guarantee . Tho on the other hand who took 

wha I b liev the would find the wi er iew, and r mained where 
th 1 , r , ot ld be allow d to hare in all the pro peri t which , ould 
undoubt dl r , up in Pale in if it vt1 re 1 ft to th ultha ion and 
th ruling of the J ewi h people. 

, nd much for he ft ture £ the rah . What f the futur of th 
J w? 
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It is a dark future for them today. It i almo t too terrible to n
l mplate. For years it has been steadily deterioratin , and the tal 
that now reach us, few and fearful out of Poland, make one feel that 
it is till getting worse and wor e, even when we b Ii v that the , • r L 

had been reached and the bitternes of death wa pa t. 
What would be the future? \,Vould it entail impl a J wi h c untr , 

and would the Jews in other countrie be alien? \V uld th f l tha 
that was their nation, that that wa th ir home, and therefore th , 
could no longer be loyal subjects of whate er countr in , hich th 
lived? 

A Fallacious Conception of Zioni m 

I b li e that idea to be profound! • fallaciou . The whole trend f 
our times should be away fr m narrow nationali m. nd I b li , , that 
thi particular que tion, thi que tion of Zionism, h uld erve u a , 
a guid and an indication of the road ve hould tak in int n ati nL l 
affair generally. 

At the present time the democratic p w ~ of \¥ t rn Eur p ar 
ngaged in a life and death struggle l,vith the great totalitarian p , r 

of Germany, upported as _he i , to ome -xtent b the till gr at 1 

totalitarian power of Rus ia. It eem to me that Lhe fu ur , ill d id 
. mcthing mor important than ictory on land r a, and th t th r ~ 
i a danger, greater p rhap v n than d f at in war, O'f at r than l c ·

ing ur armi ma h d and our hip unk. It i th clan.. r of h, vin,) 
our n ind p rv rt d and 1r ul 1 t. 

There i a dano-er hat v n , in th , ar,, hi ht in id I tall ', 
I am confident we shall do; e en while e d f at th for o th 
n rn , on a, on land and in th air, ther i dan° r 1 t t 1 ·ir id a.-

ma d feat u , and le t we ma mer e fr m the c nfiic n r r o b in 
totalitarian pow r than we r 1 r b for , ha in ub on iou l, 
ab orbed, , hil fi htin , th v r id which , ar fi hting t 
de tro . Th re i a ro, th in the w rld toda of the piri that the 
tat i almi h y, that th race i all-important, an l f th nar m 
utarchic nati nal pirit. hould that triumph in I , ld i w uld 

b h reate t of all trag ·di . \\ hould n t think that b a 1 a 
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man i born of a particular race, or because he lives in a particular 
territory, that therefore his whole being, his whole mind, should think 
merely as the people living in that territory think; and that if his 
thoughts stra aide, he is neces arily a traitor to the land he lives in. 
That is the doctrine which is being enforced on the unfortunate 
German people at thi da . They are being told that every man must 
think one thing, c er man must believe in one leader, every man must 
a the ame thing, and he mu t almo t say it at the ame time as every 

other man. That is the degradation of humanity. 

The New Spirit-Cooperation 

There i another pirit. There i a spirit which believes that a man 
hould ha e fir t and foremost nearest to hi own heart his own belief 

in what i right and wrong; that afiter that, he hould serve loyally the 
ountr , in, hi h he Ii s, the community to whi h he belongs, and do 

all in hi power to render them er ice both in war and in peace. He 
ma at th ame time feel an e pedal loyalt to , ome special race to 
which he belong , omething older~ po ibl , than the land he lives in. 

\Ve ha e many exampl, of it within our own British Commonwealth 
f ation . For generation in the past the Scotti h and the English 

people fou ht one another. It was onl 400 years ago that they were 
arra, d in battle the last of man bloody battle against one another, 
a long tradition of hatred and enmit . It i all gone. It has disappeared. 
It is unthinkable, and yet there is retained among the Scottish people 
a profound and de p pride of race. Wherever they go throughout the 
world and ther are thou and of Scot in thi country, they remain 
proud of cotland. They ing the Scotti h song and tell the Scotti h 
torie and look a£ ter the cotti h poor wherever they find them. But 

does anybody in the nited States suspect that a man, because he is a 
Scotsman, cannot be a lo al American? And if he loves, when he has the 
opportunit , to trav l aero the sea and vi it the home of his father 
and pend happy day in the old country, does anybod think he i 
uoing ther to plot the downfall of the United States? 

That i the right pirit which should infu e the new world; the spirit 
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that races can mix with one another and yet retain the pride of race; 
that they can go forth into new countries and confer great benefits to 
those countries by their own methods and the traditions which th 
have inherited; and that they can become loyal citizens of that countr . 
That is the new spirit of cooperation which will have to infu e the new 
world unless the world is going to fall into de pair and de truction, and 
into little autarchic bodies of particular nations fighting again t one 
another, and occasionally subjecting one another, as today the German 
are subjecting the Poles and the Czech , to humiliation and rvitud . 
Unless that is to be the solution, the other spirit, of mixing with on 
another and not being uspicious on the grounds of race, is the one 
that must embody the hopes of the new world. In that world I believe 
that when the principle that I have sugge ted i firml e tabli hed in 
Palestine, when the dream of Zion has come true, there will be Jew 
in America, in England, in France, in whatever country ou like, who 
will be loyal American , loyal Frenchmen, lo 

I 
al Engli hmen, and none

theless loyal because they know that far away, in the ancient land from 
which they came, they till have a habitation and an a ylum and a home. 



THE CHALLENGE OF 
INTOLERANCE 

By FRANK MURPHY, 
Associate Justice, Supreme Court of the United States 

FOR man of the human family, the period we live in is one of 
heartbreak and tragedy. Helplessly, the humble, unknown thou

. and who e only want are bread and peace, see their homelands o er
run by invading armies, their homes and field ravaged by the lightning 
troke of war. Life for them i a nightmare of destruction and hat , 

too horrible to be belieYed, if it, ere not that the harsh facts lie before 
their eyes. 

In u h an ra, earnest efforts on the other side of the ledger
endea or to find and to build homes for the homeless and oppre sed 
-mu t come t all m n of good ill a a ource of cheer and en
oura ment. 

To on like my elf ho a brought up from early childhood to r ad 
and re, re the Bible as the Book of book ,, Palestine is not simpl a 
di tant c untr' nor are the people who fir t made it the Holy Land 
im1 l I anoth r race. The Land of the Book and the People of the 

Bo k are p culiarl part f the reli iou heritage of ci ilized men. 
nd o i i that ·our effor to h Ip build a anctuary for the harried 

and horn 1 of th J wi h people ha e a might appeal to tho e of 
us of o her faiths and race , ho till find refuge, when the '\\Orld about 
u e m the darkc t in the piritual t aching of the humble proph t • 
who dwelt in Zi n and in Galilee man e turie ago. 

, r r call that m rica it elf came into b ing at the hand of harried 
and homele . p ople earchin for the ble ing of peace and freedom. 
R mcmb ring th ir r at truggle, we mpathize the more with thi 
effort of 'ours to create in Pale tin a ha en of refuge and a center of 
ulture wh re our kith and kin, fr e from oppre ion and p r e l ti n , 
an find lif and p a in th land f their forefather . 
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Enlightenment Protects Man's Gains 

The forces of enlightenment today are not tho e which re i t all 
change or the forces which favor any change. The are, in tead, th 
forces which seek to achieve, in time, uch impro em nt in the e tab
lished order of things as may be neces ary to prot ct in a mo ing , orld 
the gains which civilized men through centurie of truggl hav 
acquired. 

That, es entially, is the aim of the force of nlight nm nt, the 
forces of religion and true con ervatism, without regard to p liti al 
partisanship, in this country and other countrie where th lamp f 
rea on ha e not been extinguished. 

But in large sections of the world where th lamp of rea on hav 
gone out or have flickered low, the enlightened effort to impro the 
lot of all men ha given way to a re urgence of bigotr and intol ran 
a cruel and as barbaruu as hi tor ha e er record cl. nd t lay a 
in the olden time, it i the J ewi h people-home I and th 1 a t 
able to defend themselves-who have uff red fir t and u r l he 
hard st. Once again, the have er ed a the mo t r adil vailable 
cap goats for tho e who accept force a their go pel and find virtue 

in refu ing to be guided by the la, of reason or the laws of God. 

Intolerance as a Smokescreen 

But the world , ill make a gra e mistake if from the fact it on-
lud that the r ival of intol ranee i primarily or peculiar! a Jewi h 

problem. For alr ad it i apparent that the Jew ar rvin~ not 
merel , a a cap oat but a a moke crcen to con al m re a r ive 
deign of power-mad men. !read tho who tarted out a d Ph 
continue to bait the J e,; are baiting Prot tant and Cath li , hen-
\ r the find that th y ha e the force to uc e d and tha th 1 ot 

mak th ir effort , orthwhile. The wor hip of force i not onl ' anti
Jewi h, it i anti-Chri tian, it i a revolt again t r a on and God. 

Thi i not a le son for Europe alone, or imply for land oth r 
than our o, n. It i a le on that American al o, n d to I a n and 
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to carry with them through life as an inseparable part of their citizen
ship. 

For the virus of anti-Semitism has made itself felt here as well as 
abroad. 

The purveyors of hatred, the provokers of division and strife, the 
waggering apostles of force and violence, are methodically and with 

premeditation laboring to bring to the United States the same condi
tions of group hatred and civil war that have destroyed the peace of 
Europe. Treacherously, they camouflage their true nature by repre-
enting them el es to the unwary as defenders of God, America, and 

the Constitution. Unscrupulously, they stir up riots in the city streets, 
they intimidate peaceful citizens, they invade meetings, and they 
peddle a truth the malicious lie which people of their ilk ha e 
in nted to blacken tho e whom they hate. 

Some of this professional hate-mongering, government can and will 
combat through the laws of the land. But in the main, American 
democracy mu t look for its defense to the wisdom of the people and 
their determination not to be led on the path that ha e taken other 
peoples to communism and fascism. 

ot guns nor battleships will ultimately pre erve democrac , but the 
devotion of a people who have the good sense to realize that intolerance 
i no respecter of per ons-that once unleashed it has no regard for 
religion or race or economic tatu , or least of all, for that dignit of 
the individual which lies at the ha is of our civilization. Democrac 
in Am rica will be aved if, as a people, we are wise enough to know 
that if we do not respect others' faith the day may come when other 
men will not re pect our faiths. 

The Refugees-A World Problem 

The refugee problem is not a problem of or for an one race or 
religion, it i a challenge to civilized man the world o er. In helping 
to give your people or any people a chance to live a free life in a free 
country, we are helping to do our part to preserve justice and libert 
in a civilized world. We are not merely relieving uffering and distres . 
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we are helping to preserve for ourselves and our posterity those idea 
and spiritual values without which life would be a barren and brutish 
thing. 

There are some things in this era of transition on which we aJl 
cannot agree-some matters of national policy about which th re are 
bound to be honest differences of opinion. 

But there is one question of policy that should not and mu t not 
divide us. Should it eventually do so, the end of American democrac 
will not be far behind. 

That policy is the creed of tolerance which for a century and a half 
has sustained civil liberty and representative government in thi land. 

There is no hope for us in turning away from that polic . ncl tho e 
, ho preach that we will prosper by doing o preach a bla k and 
de tructive doctrine. They preach a doctrine that i the betra al of 
everything that the Fathers of the &epubHc hoped and planned for. 
They preach a philosophy that can bring nothing but hate and mi er 
and ruin to this nation which has become gr,eat only through harmon • 
and mutual faith among those who built it. 

America Founded ,as a Partnership 

merica was not built by anti-Semitism, or anti-Prote tanti m, or 
hatred for the Catholics, or by the fantastic doctrines of racial up ri
ority that are practiced elsewhere. America was built to gr atne by a 
partner hip of men and women who represent every race and national
it that inhabits the globe. The good things of life that you and I 
enjo we owe not to Catholics alone, or Jews alone, or Englishmen or 
Iri h alone-we do not owe them to Aryans or non-Aryans alone, or to 

hite or black alone-we owe them to all God' children of ever color 
and nation and creed-to all God's children whom He love each alike 
with that same love which "passeth all understanding." 

What folly, what awful tragedy, what disloyalty, to talk of di olving 
that God-in pired partnership now when democracy need it mo ti 

merica's mission is not the propagation of hate. Our mi ion i 
that of helping to prove that only in peace and brotherhood will men 
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find happiness on this earth. Our mission is to show that by reasonable 
and peaceful means, men of different natures can build a common 
security in which justice and liberty are denied to none. 

To those who ask if we are worthy of such an errand, let us give the 
answer of a nation united in its friendship for those who are oppressed, 
disdainful of any who would take away from us the matchless blessing 
of our friendship for each other. 



PALESTINE AND THE WORLD 
JEWISH CRISIS 
By DR. ABBA HILLEL SILVER, 

National Chairman, United Palestine Appeal 

A YEAR ago we met under the sign of a complex of ideas which 
have come to be known to history as " unich." Today we meet 

again under the sign of the second '\IVorld War for which Munich wa 
the prelude. Between last January and this there stretche a tup f -
ing year, a icious and a brutal year of aggre ions, inva ion and con
que t finally climaxed by a war which was long dreaded and long 

p cted. 
For our people this last year has been an appalling one in which our 

fortune touched bottom., Disasters piled on on on top of th o h r . 
Jewi h persecution widened in area and increased in inten it . To th 
battering tragedies of German and Austrian J ewri ther w r 

added, in the la t twelve months, the tragedie of he J ewri of Czech -
lo akia and Poland. Consequent upon the dissolution of Czecho lo

,akia another 300,000 Jews were brought under the brutal h el of th 
Tazi who promptly proceeded to apply their coldly calculat d annihila

tioni t technique against the Jews of that di member d country. F ur 
month ago the great Jewi h community of Poland, numb ring 3,000,0 o 
oul , wa wept b fire and sword. Thi disaster i o recent and o 

, a t that it cannot even by crystallized in thought. Polandf-that abun
dant . piritual and intellectual reservoir of our people for c nturie , the 
home of world-famou Rabbinic academies and cholar , of Cha idism, 
the Ha kalah, the seed-bed of Hebraic culture, the tronghold of 
Zioni m from which have gone forth so many thou and as pion er to 
Pale tin and so many carriers of Jewish thought and tradition to all 
parts of the earth-Poland!-where Jews learned self-governm nt and 
elf-con iou ne to a degree not reached elsewhere-Poland i t da 
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a torn and tortured land under two tyrannies: the one fatal to the 
spirit of the Jew, the other to the body and the spirit. 

This last year has been a year of flight for our people, a year of 
refugees, of stripped and helpless exiles, crowding the highways of the 
world, wandering over the face of the earth in quest of refuge and 
sanctuary-and finding most doors barred against them. Into exile 
have gone myriads of our people, even as their forefathers before them. 
From countries and homes where they had known dignity, power and 
wealth, Jews, in ever-mounting numbers, have been forced either to 
wander forth bewildered and disillusioned into a bewildered and 
disillusioned world, or to remain trapped, and doomed to infam , 
degradation and slow starvation. 

It has been a year of intensified anti-Semitic agitation everywhere 
and of a systematic, cynical and cunning exploitation of Jew-baiting 
as a political weapon in the hands of parties, governments and empires. 

Altogether, this has been a black year,. one of the blackest in our 
hi tor , and it dim.axes a quarter of a century of mounting calamitie . 

A Quarter Century of R etreat 

For mankind a a whole, this quart,er of a century has been one of 
tragic retreat in every field of the human spirit. "In the 19th century," 
wrote Victor Hugo, "war will be dead, the scaffold will be dead, hatred 
will be dead, frontier will be dead, royalty will be dead, dogmas will 
be dead-man will begin to liver, Here we are in the beginning of the 
fifth decade of the 20th century, and war is not dead, the scaffold is not 
dead, hatred is not dead, frontiers are not dead, royalty is not dead
and man is beginning to die. The vista which stretches before our 
generation seems to end at the edge of a wilderness. The human spirit 
tands today frightened, weighted down with apocalyptic foreboding. 

as if awaiting the era h of doom. 
In this nigh uni er al blackout for mankind generally and for our 

people specificall are there discernible any faint shimmers of light, 
any fugitive gleams in the dark, to tell that life is still going on within 
the heart of the darkness, to arou e the hope that the creative mind and 
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heart of mankind and of Israel are still bent upon their eternal task , 
unbroken and undefeated? Or has mankind resigned itself t the domi
nation of the new barbarism, and has Israel, beaten dumb by prolonged 
torment and misery, also resigned itself to calamity and death? 

To the discerning eye there are strong indication that neither man
kind, in its quest for freedom and a decent way of life, nor I ra I, in it 
quest for freedom and the right to live, has reconciled it elf to an uch 
defeat. The darkness is here, of course, thick and almo t impenetrable, 
but within that darkness there burn the inextinguishable fir of God! 
The challenge which was hurled at ci ilization b t rann , brut force 
and neo-Paganism has at last been taken up. The eternal, irr pr ibl 
conflict has finally broken out, and thi time the free pirit of man i 
armored and on the offensive, no longer in retreat, dazed, bewildered 
and beguiled. The Empire of insolence and iniquity, which ha raged 
in all its might and fury and befouled the earth, is now corner d, and 
trapped. It is fighting desperately for its mean and a age lif . Th 
outcome of the struggle no one can foresee. But it is greatl heartening 
to know that the triumphant march of Medievali m which thr aten d 
to sweep over the entire earth has been checked, and that m n, b the 
millions, are now mobilized, physically and sp:irituall , to de tro it. 
It is heartening also to know that that loathsome dump of putref ing 
propaganda, lies, and race obsessions which the ·azis depo ited in th 
world, to the incalculable hurt of our people, is fast being cleared awa 
by the same hands which are set to de troy the azi regim it elf. 

A New Solidarity Forged 

For our people there have been two cheering light in the darkne . 
One has been the manifestation of solidarity, group lo alt and re pon
sibility on the part of our people, in all section and in all part of the 
world. We were not found wanting. A great te ting hour did not find 
u a small people. Israel responded to the attack made upon it a 
would a living, healthy and ensitive organi m. It quickly rallied and 
organized, to save, to succor, to defend. The body of our people was 
hurt in a thousand places, but its spirit not only remained uncowed 
and unbeaten but emerged even stronger, more ensitive, more vibrant. 
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As ever, the wings of our souls moulted through contact with evil and 

suffering. Many afflictions have come upon us in recent years, but not 

the greatest of all-the loss of faith in our power of survival, in the 

heroic quality of our national destiny and in the essential worth and 

dignity of our own Ii e . 
The other light in the all-encircling gloom of our world has been 

Pale tine. In pite of the impoverishment, persecutions and exhaustion 

of recent year which made of the whole household of I rael one vast 

hostelr of pain, in pite of the frightful disruption of numerous old 

center of Jewi h life, our people was ne ertheless able to find within 

it If the energ , the courage, the re ource and the re ourcefulness to 

build in Palestine in twent short year a new and re plendent center 

of J wi h life, already the fifth largest Jewish center in the world and 

c rtainl the fir t and foremost in the richne s of its culture and the 

vitality of it pirit. The ten thou and e idences given daily in Palestine 

of renewal and r surrection, of dead piri t revived, of broken bodie 

made whole again, of building upon ruins, of courage, of vi ion, of 

hop , of If- acrifice are an imperi hable epic of spl odor, the like of 

which our own people or any other people has not written at an , time 

in it hi tor . If one wi hes to see-not to understand, for it is not 

within the realm of comprehension-the miracle and the myster which 

i I rael, let him go to Pale tine in the very disa trou and war-ridden 

days-da of ,i rath and Golgotha for our people in the Dia pora

and wat h with an inted 1es the undefeated trength, the o erarching 

confiden e, the up rb zeal and energ , the ocial vi ion and the per-

onal i<l ali m , hich are being poured into the work of rebuilding our 

national life in our national home. What is being done there and how 

it i being done what common folk tran figur db an ideal, can achieve 

i a tribute not nl to our people and o their ire who begot them 

but to humanity it elf. 

Palestine-The Lasting Home 

H re a people-re ol cd to live and not to die-i shouting defiance 

to a, orld bent upon it de truction. Here it i building upon trong 

foundation a la ting home to replace the tabernacle which have 
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proved o frail and impermanent in so many part of the arth. Her 
hope is restored to men robbed of hope, and pride to th humbled, and 
the gift of mission and de tiny to those cut off, piritually di po eel, 
and cast out of all inheritance. Here beauty i gi en lh m f r ah 

1 

and the lost kingdom of both worlds are re tored to th m. 
All thi i warm, comforting light in the dark night whi h ha fallen 

upon u . The very evils of our day may et ield th ir compen ati n 
and redre s. Our people is discovering for it elf the truth which it wi 
but unheeded leaders sought to impress upon it-that in all oth r land 
we are forever dependent., subject to the life-program, trat i and 
national interests of other peoples. We are nationalized or alicniL d 
at their will. Only in a homeland of our own can web com th artifi
cer and fashioners of our own destiny. 

Our people is al o rel arning the le on , hi h om I ·a lcr of UJ 

people ha e not learned even to thi da - that philamhrop alon , 
howe er generous, i no , olution of the Jewi h probl m. \\Tha ha ' 
we to how for the va t relief funds pent in C ntral and Ea t ·rn urope 
in the la t twenty-five ear for the untold million which , r x
pended in tho e countrie for relief and on truction o bing. 
It was necessary work but unavailing as pennan nt m a ur fr habili
tation. The tragedie of per ecution and homel ne ,vhi h Ii ited o 
much of generous giving from our people in the ar imm diat I, 
following the World War ha e now been magnifi d ten-fold. Th hav 
reach d uch a tage that e en our philan throp tand baffi d and 
h lple . ot only becau e our resource are un qual to the ma nitude 
of the relief problem, but it i not even allowed to rea h th bj t of 
it olicitude where it could help. 

In Palestine We Are Free to Build 

Only in Palestine have national expenditure been converted into 
p rmanent national investment . Only in Pale tine have relief fund 
b n conv rted into con tructive achievem nt . Pale tin ha a plcn
did growing and productive Jewish community of over 500,0 o ul LO 

how for the investment in ub tance and in effort which , re mad 
in it in the la t few decad . Onl Pale tine, of all the countrie hich 
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have received financial support from world Jewry, can point to hun
dreds of new colonies, settlements, villages, towns and cities, to schools, 
to colleges, to a university, to a national library, to a medical center, to 
a full complement of ocial agencies and institutions, to a revived 
Hebrew language and culture, and to a teeming, vigorous and happy 
Jewish life, as evidence of the productive value of such support. And in 
Palestine alone we are still free to build, and that in spite of political 
restrictions and war conditions. 

We are not undere timating the difficulties, nor ignoring the checks 
and setbacks in our building work in Palestine. We have encountered 
very serious difficulties in recent years-the political dangers of the 
White Paper, and the con iderable economic derangements caused first 
by the disturbances within the country and now by the war. But these 
are problems which are solvable, and which from time to time confront 
every normal nation. In the life of a people success and failure each 
ca ts the huttle to the other. "It i provided in the essence of things," 
declared the poet Walt 'Whitman, ''that from any fruition of success ... 
hall come forth something to make a greater struggle nece ary." But 

the right to struggle and to fight is in it elf a supreme privilege of a 
free peopl . In Palestine we po ess this privilege. 

We are therefore reso1ved to go forward in our appointed tasks, 
undi mayed by the terrible plight in which so many of our people find 
themselve , undeterred by political frustration, unwearied by the furious 
battle which we are forced to fight on so many fronts. We must avoid 
the "frantic" approach to our problem, the mood of panic. It was said 
of ro that he could tune hi harp well, but in government he alway 
wound up the strings too high, or let them down too low. As a people, 
we must guard ourselves against these dangers. Strong nerves, stout 
hearts, cool head and willing hand are what we need-and unending 
faith. 

A people that wi hes to avoid ervitude must learn to fight-but 
without discipline, organization, ound strategy and cool courage no 
battle is ever wont 




