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RICA'S ~INORITY GROUPS Ii 1 ·o PEACE 

bba Hillel Silver 
The Temple - Cleveland, Ohio 

crazy-quilt pattern of the Old World. In one essential regard erica always differed 

from Europe. Europe, for centuries, has been concerned ,ith the problem of minorities. 

Here we Vi ere concerned not ith the rights of minorities but ith the rights of man. 

ina1: n bl 

Here e prided ourselves on ju:iging a man on the basis of his ·.orth, character and 

achievement and not on the basis of the group to hich he belonged or t he religion 

to which he subscribed. Those we held to be his own personal arrl priv0.te affairs. 

America was able to absorb i ·grants from races and nQtionalities 

and mold t hem into first-rate citizens. In every great na tional crisis, such as t his 

~:orld ar and t he last, t hese Afllericans, i 1 , i grants or tne sons of immigr ants, 

responded as loyally to the call of duty and sacr"fice as did t he descendants of the 

very first immigrants ho settled upon these shores. 0 

s-

~ ers red 

parochial ffi!~e•i~ interests and loy lties into the 

one overwhelmi 

We did not always succeed in iping out the inority concept in this country . 

In the case of one important minority group, we f iled lamentably. e surrounded 

the negroes of the United States with politicul and economic disabilities. e 

segregated ~-na. handicapped them as a group. As a result e fought one r gic Civil 

ar over this problem, and the problem is far from being solved even today. It is easy 

to create a minority problem. It is most difficult to solve it. In the long run, the 

majority suffers as much from minority discrimination ·st e minority itself. 

another o 



-2-

fore-warned and fore-armed. y did the tide of racism and anti-Semitism rise in our 

countr:v am in the orld in recent years? Lt happened? The ans •er is not far to 

seek. The tide rose because there were powerful a encies i ch were intent upon making 

it rise. Of these, the most powerful agency in the ·orld today is the azi regime in 

Germany. It has fed race tred roughout the orld ever since it came into power. 

Nazism is a political creed out to con uer the orld. It is mission·ry. It is not 

content to stay confined ··it.bin the limits of the land of its origin. It regards 

itself as a crusading movement for a new order to supplant the present order of society. 

It seeks to destroy the present culture of the estern ·orld. The Nazis h&ve not been 

reticent about defining the nature of their crus de. The order oft inga hich has 

prev iled in the estern orld ever since the erican and French Revolutions is 

decadent. It must be destroyed. They are out to destroy it. Racial inequality is one 

of the chief ch racteristics of the ne social order they hope to establi b on t e 

ruins of the old ·hose founiations ere liberty, fraternity and equality. 

In the hands of the azis, racism has also b come a major technique of 

imperial expansionis. By aeans of it they hope to create a mood of crisis, nd conflict 

within those countries hich they have marked out for conquest, and so to undermine 

their po ers of resist· nee. By d ·.sru ting ,he internal spiritual unity of a n tion 

they prepare it for easier subjug~tion. Anti-Semitism has thus become 

strategy of Total ar. 

rt of the 

Until recent years, the problem of anti-Semitism was not serious one in the 

United States. Some religious or racial prejudice al ays existed nd it was 

characterized by local fluctuations of v ried intensity, but it was never serious enough 

to disturb the life of the nation, and to arouse national a rehansions. That it has 

become serious in recent years is due not tote fact that the ople of the United 

States have suddenly come to a realization that the Jews of America constitute a menace. 

It is due solely t o the fact that the ever-widenin circles of politically-motivated 

anti...Je ish propaganda, originating in Nazi Germany, have finally reached our shores. 



-5-

The Nazi government stimul ted and directed it here as it did in other parts of the 

world. a zi agents before the ar ere actively disseminating it here d n tive 

Am ricuns of Nazis pathies .ere t heir eager co-worke s. Thus, ~h -- t had been, up to 

recently, only as or die phenomenon has been f nned into a move ent, hich is directed 

from abroad and sup orted by reactionaries at home. The ar has put the brakes on it. 

Its active agents are in jail or under cover. 

Reactionaries re every here e~ger to associ te the Je 1 ith all the politic~l 

t..nd economic measures i'hich they dislike, whether it be t ~e ~ev. De 1, labor legisl tion, 

social security, ·the C.I.O., Socialism or Communism. The equ.&tion Jew-= Co unism 

or Communism= Je~, served the pur oses of the azis in Germany most ad ir bl. By 

I eans of it they destroyed the German Republic. 11fter the t&.lin-Hi tler ct, they 

abandoned it, for it as no longer good policy to ttack Co unism. Hitler ccordingly 

ceas ed to denounce Je ish Bolshevism. He found 

plutocracy. Arrl in democr tic plutocr cy Hitler 

accommodating J e· . After Hitler broke his ct 

to ~enounce democr tic 

resurrected the 

Je == Co unism line, and his propaganda since has again been frothi 

Bolshevism. 

' bout Je ish 

hy did the azis in thee rlier s ges identify Communism ~ith the Jew? 

To be sure there ere Je :s among the Co.ur.unists in Germany and in R sia. Some of 

them ere in prominent positions. They ere not n arly as numerous as the Nazi 

propagandists ould have one believe, and one must not forget that t here ere Je• sin 

large numbers ·nd in prominent ositions in ull the nti-Bolshevist rties in 

Germany and in Russia. hy then did the Nazis identify all ews ith Communism and all 

Co unism ith the Je? For the same reason t · t sixty y ·rs rior to their time, 

Bism'rck had identified all the liber 1 move .ents of his d ith the Jes. For the 

same reason that the Dominicans and the defe era of the crumblin scholasticism 

attempted to discredit Humanism and the ~ew L0 arning in pre-R formation Germany by 

brand n them as Jewish, and b ina ur· ting bitter attacks upon the Je ·s nd eir 
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liter·. ture. This conspiracy the brilliant authors of "Epistolae Obscurorum Virorum" 

cunningly exposed. 

The guiding rincple is 1 ay0the s me: -- inodiate a cause by tagging on 

to it an unattractive labell It is very serviceable to pin an existing historic 

prejudice on your op~onent. By br nding your opponent's cause as Je ~sh, you give 

it an unpopular and suspect origin. It looms up as somethi alien. You re saved 

the trouble of refuting your op onent•s osition lo .ically. You score an initial victory 

of gre· t moment. Bismarc, after he turned reactionary attacked liberalism by 

identifying it with the Jes and stimul.ated a powerful anti-Semitic movement in Germany 

hich roduced a voluminous anti-Semitic literature from hich the later Nazis borro ed 

extensively. The same tactics w e employed by the N zis years later to discredit the 

liberal and radical move ents in 

In ost-war Germany there 

intolerable, and who re turni 

ost-w r Germany. 

ere millions of men ere 

to Socialism and Communism. In the last free 

elections in Germany there ere over seven million 

and some six million for the Communist ticket. 

otes cast for the Socialist ticket, 

The Jroblem hich confronted the 

frightened industrial, military an:i Junker clas es of Germany was ho• to check 

this stampede toward radicalism, and ho to deflect the resentment of the masses~ ay 

from themselves. The roblem, too, was ho to assuage the '' ense of national hurt 

and humilitation induced b the defeat in the ar. 'here could they £ind a visible 

scapegoat u on hose back all the sins, f ailures and miseries of the German nation 

could be put? Such a scapegoat as not difficult to find. small def nseless 

minority, the Jews, against ho there already existed a none-too-1 tent hi toric 

prejud·ce as fortunatel available. From th re on it as simple. It as the Jes 

ho stabbed Germany in the backi The German ~rmy as never really defe tedl y did 

the Jews stab Germany in the back? Because the Jews ish to dominate the orld, to 

destroy the Christi n n tions, am upon their ruins to raise themselves to orld 

dominion. But where is the oroof? hy, it is here, in a book -- "The 'lders of Ziont" 



. 
r 

-5-

This book reveals the hole plot. Th·t t e book is ·n acknowledged forgery does not 

m tter. If a lie serves a useful purpose, it must be reg· rded as tr th. This book 

was circulated by the millions of copies in Germany in the ye rs follo ing the orld 

,ar. H I does the Jew go about destroying one Christian country after another? He 
verl 

has a/cunning way of doing it. He adopts two seemingly contradictory devices. One 

is capitalism and the other is Communism. These are the converging pincers in the 

Jew's grand strateg. The capitalism against which you, Christ· n workingmen and 

middle-class folk of Germany justly complain, is not the true capitalism. There 

are two kizrls of capi t~lism: the gocxi, creative, Chris tian capitalism, and t .e bad, 

destructive Je "sh capitalism. t you should attack, is not the good Christian 

capitalism, but the bad Je ish capitalism. Also, there is a good socialism and a 

bad socialism. en JOU vote forte bocial De ocrats you are voting for thebad, 

intern~tional, Je ish Socialism which is anti-Ger 

labor unions bad, because ey are dominated by Je 

hich is controlled by Jes. The mly good Socislism 

unpatriotic. o are your 

so is your liber· 1 press 

r tional Socialism. In 

this wise as the economic st gle deftly transferred to another terrain. The 

stru le was no longer one between progress and reaction, bet een liberalism and 

feudalism. The str -gle was now between the embattled ryan and the enacing Je, 

between triotism and alienism, bet een Berlin and Jerusalem .... 

This ropaganda, intense and skillful, nd heavily financed by great 

industrialists -- some of whom have since been disillusioned -- went on for years, 

nd it succeeded. in undermining the peoples' faith in democracy and liberalism. 

nti- emitism w s thus exploited, in a olitical and ec nomic str 

rogress rrl to s ve reaction. 

le to def t 

inori ties • ve been used for such purposes roughout the ages. The great 

Church 'ather Tertullian, recalls the ex. eriences oft a Cristian minority in ancient 

Rome: "If t Tiber rose t o the w 11s of the city, if the inundation of the rile 

failed to give the fields enough ater, if the heavens did not send rain, if an 
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earthquake occurred, if famine threatened, if pestilence raged, the cry resounded: 

'Throw the Christians to the lionst'" 

Unless these classic tactics are firmly gr sped, Americans will not appreci~te 

,hat is behind the anti-Semi tic movement in the United 8tc:.:• es, which, at lea.st up to 

the time of our ent into the war, had made grave inroads in our national life. 

Anti-Semitism today is a powerful perhaps the most powerful eapon in the 

hands of economic reaction. It has been and will be increasingly used by all its 

unscrupulous lackies and henchmen. It has become an accepted technique. 

ti-Semitism before tle iar was stimulated in the Onited t tes in ord er to 

confound our n; tional life, and disrupt its unity. It ms to ave th~ " a T for n 

ultimate Facist triumph in the United tutes. The ~ropa0 and evice as quite simple: 

Proclaim from the housetops -- "'Tile Philistines are upon thee, oamson!' You are being 

betr yedt The American eople is being sold don th rivert The intarn· tional b nkers 

(and b no, of course, this term has been made synon~ous ·ith Jeuish bank rs, for 

Cnristian international bankers have someho d·sappe red) -- are driving ,~mericans into 

war, hoping to profit from the sale of armaments and munitions, and hopinr also to 

avenge theselves on their enemies, the azis. The Jews are betrayi the United St tes. 

The Jews , re responsible for the lat depression and for ~11 past and present economic 

ills. You, the meric~n eople, are not bein toldthe truth, because rour pres~ is 

controlled b • the Jews. So re your movies and your radio. Your rovernment cannot 

help you because your government, too, is in the hands of Je~s, from the resident 

down ..•. The machinery of democracy is no longer c pable of savinc the eric n people. 

If you v;ish to be saved you mu~t yield all power, tern orarily, of COtL."'S8 t ·J us, your 

saviors, ho will rescue you from this dire plot. '/hen t e job is done all your 

libertie .. will, of course, be restored to you, arrl you will live happil ever after ... " 
The same tactics hich put the Nazis into power in Germany a~ being employed in this 

country on an increasingly lar e scale. nd t ere are Thyssens here in the United 

States, as there m ere in Germ ny ho, r the than see their economic privileges 

l 
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undermined, ould welcome the destruction of our free democratic institutions. Some 

o these eric n Thyssens am ascist fellow-tr velers had a eady been decorated by 

the azis .... 

Anti-Semitism is today no longer the slightly emb rr s~i-.g t . ing t h·t it was 

in the st - something to be counteracted b; eas -going, god-will movements. It is 

a far more sinister ing. It is a .o erful and dan erously imminent threat to American 

democrc.1.cy. It is the same sinister force ,hich destroyed one free countri after 

another in Europ. herever Fascism is on the march, anti-Semiti mis its v·n • rd. 

The shock troops of Fascism are al··ys anti-Semites. By th~t sign ye shall kno them~ 

Believe me, hen I s.e· k of ~nti-Semitism to you, I do so not C11ly because I am 

a Rabbi and ish to defend my eople. This ould be uite natural specially in this 

most tragic hour f or my peopl in Europe en they are being subjected to holesale 

butchery and uthless annihi tion. fter all e n old people • e nave ex ~rienced 

persecution from the days of Pharaoh in Egypt, our thous nd years ago, to the present. 

le h·ve survived. Someho, e have str· tegy fo al , a our fc.1.ith in God ,ho 

was ith our fathers t hrough the long weary centuries am ho sleepeth not nor 

slumbereth tod~y sustains us in this dark hour ith t e hope thr t e ill come t hrough 

the v· st tribul··tions of the pre ent. I speak of nti-Semitism because it is a threat 

to all h n liberties. It is the most successf.tl weapon in the hands of 11 the 

privileged classes of the world ho seek to destroy the freedom of men and check £or 

all time t~eir rogress to a fuller enjoyment nd a fairer sh rin· oft e social goods. 

The nswer to the question' "Can th rising tie of race rejudice be stemmed?", 

de1 errls , tnerefore, upon ho loo the azi regime will last. There will be little 

abatement in r~ce rejudices until the l'azis a1e defeated. ith their def t oolitical 

anti-Semitam, th~t is t say, the exploit· tion of anti-Semitism as n imoerialistic .. 

ropa anda weapon, ill be completely discredited, altho h anti-Semitism, as a 

social phenomenon, ill not uic ly disappear. Int e unsettled reconstruction 

period following the war, it is likely to be var active, and exploited by economic 
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interest. 

• h· t can be mone to counteract it? There still remains, of course, t e old 

fashioned but very epen able method of de ocratic education. Eduction s till remains 

t e strongest bul ark of a free peoole. The merican people should be educ~ted in t he 

techni ues of modern propa~anda nich have been so skillfully elaborated in our day. 

Courses in the detection of, and the rophylaxis a 0 ainst false propaganda of all inds, 

an particul rly race ropaganda, should be introduced into the curricula of all of 

our high schools and colleges. Our ople should be made ware oft e methods hich 

are being employed ~rrl the true character of the organiz tions and gover ents which 

em,"'1.oy t· em. They should be informed as to ho 1 raci 1 and religious antagonis s ere 

roused and exploited, in order to divide a people, confuse its co sels, and undermine 

its national resistance to aggression. eh ve lon0 ass ed that eduction in 

democracy will someho, take care of itself, as an unconscious b - product of our y-by-

d· y livin . This is no longer true. uite spec ~fically e must 

begin to educate our eople ·ne, and es : eciall our youth, in the orinciJles, 

ractices, adv ntages nd obli0 ations of the democr· tic ay of life. 

rropa anda, ever since the last orld ,ar, nas developed into a new science, a 

Vo oo science, if you ill, but still a science. It is no lon 0 er left t ~ chance. It 

h s been very carefully elaborated, and those ho ish to emplo.,'" it for tneir special 

interests Imo exactly ho to compound the ingredients of t h t intoxic ti f cup by 

i'fhich t he ma ses are ma.de drunk and inflamed so s to be t e more easily pushed 

in the direction in hich the interested rties ant them to move. "The drivin 

po er of reat soc·a1 change," decl red Hitler, "is not insi ht but hysteria." If 

you ish to bring bout a social revol tion, do not rely u on the lo, proce ses of 

education and evolution. Rely upon hysteriat Inf me the pa sions of people, rouse 

them to a high pitch of ssion, fear, or anger, and t ' en you c n do ith t em hatever 

you wish. By the time theH recover fr m the fumes of your propaganda, they ill be 

faced by your chine gW1s, if you ~re clever .•.•• 
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Illiteracy and ignorance used to be the breatest foes of human progress. They 

are no longer. 1 ·nkind has fowrl ways of stampin0 out illiteracy in ver-f ~uick order. 

The real foe of hwnan rogress today is the far more subtle and insidious one c lled 

propaganda, hich employs a bast rd literacy, and a ven&l and corrupt educational 

proce3s as an important part of its technique. The mind of rr.n is not ept 

but misinformed. 

informed 

Democracy, generally, should ce se to be naive, tr tin0 und doctrinaire. The 

forces hostile to our ay of life and to our free institutions must be continuously 

exposed. No democracy is immune, as long as it is~ democracy, from anti-democratic 

propaganda , eitner native or fore·gn. Forces op)osed to democr cy • ill use t every 

ap aratus of democracy, as ell as its abundant tole ance, to destroy it. In the 

face of this, democracy must not remain complacent. It must aggressively and relentlessly 

expose 1 d harass ever- form of propag nda .. ich is hostile to our basic conce. tions 

of life and overnment. The agents of oreign ictators ips a their native-born 

insmen must be kept under constant surveillance. 

La.is should be enacted - if they do not already exist -- ~g in~t the public 

vilification of any race or religion, and ainst the incitement of peo_le ainst 

any race or religion. Tne most virile and business-Ii e democr·c' of all --

S itzerland -- h· shad such laws for some time. France foun it necessary to enact 

them, but, unfortunately, too late! 

Increased op ortuniti s for contact between all raci 1 and religious ~rou sin 

Americ for the discussion of t neir common roblems, and for a survey of ull areas 

of friction are highly desirable. It is a sure wa to "plant companionsh·p thick as 

trees along ll the rivers of merica" - alt hitman's dream. . 
The times call for frank nd honest self-criticism on t he part of 11, Je· s 

and non-Jes alike, and particularly on the part of those who constitute the jority; 

for after all, the solution of 8llti...,;)emitism lies it1 them. It ould be ver helpful 

if each group would begin to beat its own breast instead of beating it neighbor's breast 
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and would confess "mea cul "··• 

Th~re as ~ r~ce problem in the United St· tes long before the ·azis kin led the 

Je ish race problem. There was a negro problem, and t ere is negro .roblem int is 

country, merican-made - not imported. To this du millions of citizens of the United 

States live and are tolerated only as membe s of an inferior r ce. They are segregated 

in many parts of this country, as t o schools, churches, resi ential districts, 

hospitals, travel, and _ laces of amusement. illions of tnose fello citizens are 

economically handicapped because of race. They find it hard to get employment in 

skilled trades. By and large, they are restricted to tne lo •e r strata of our industrial 

life, to jobs hich the bite man dos not ·ant. In many instances they re denied the 

right to equal wages for equal work. In some parts of the c untry, and not merely 

in the South, they re denied t:e right to join labor unions. They are curbed in the 

They are denied exercise oft eir franchise as regard~ voting nd 

equal o Jortunities in education. There are fe 

their young eo le. •any of them are herded iserable slums, and these slums 

are not restricted to the ~outh. Since 1915 over one million negror s mi rated to the 

orth and t · eir living conditions, are up to at least 50%, belo· the minimum st ndard 

of decent h an habitations. They are subjected sporadicully to mob violence, to 

lync ing, and a Federal law intended to curb mob violence, was filibustered in the 

Senate of the United S ~tes as recently as to ears ago, for forty-seven days, and 

a similar filibuster as recently successfully em loyed gainst re eal oft e Poll Tax. 

As a result, this race which, given opportunities, h s evidenced remarkable ifts 

in many fields, is disproportionately subjected to overty, ignorance, disease and 

vice. 

Here is~ native merican race problem, the kind of problem hich the azis have 

only recently begun to erst.a in Germany, and this problem is allo ed to exist within 

the framework of democracy. Here is a test of our sincerity. e all recognize that 

this problem is a hard, indur' te, and time-encrusted one. But it is not an insoluble 



-11-

one. With the right kind of attitwes on the part of the hite man, - the majority 

group -- a solution can be ap roximated, -- given patience, courage and vision on both 

sides. Wh~t t~e ~roblem calls for above all else is a resolute will to be fair and 

just, am a determination to attempt to solve it not in the gross but in the detail, 

not in the abstract~ but in the concrete. 

The Oriental Exclusion ct is another instance of race discrimination alloted to 

exist within the framework of our democratic America. The Chinese are our gallant 

Allies in this war for human liberty, and yet no Chinese can become a citizen of the 

United States. 

•hat is needed most in order to stem the rising tide of race rejudice which 

will disfigure our common life, is to discipline ourselves to treat men as individuals. 

It is not an easy thing to do, but e are not concerned here ith easy problems or 

ith easy solutions~he c is the conc_e~p_t __ __ 

of the free human bein~ ~and his l.na.'llena.751~ pt iTa tie rights. Before the rise of 

democracy in • estern Europe, before the Rights of Man rnre proclaimed, individuals 

were treated legally, socially, arrl economically not in relation to themselves but 

within the frame-work of an associated life/in relation to the group to 

belonged - nobleman, cleric, military, peasant. It was a hierarchic, 

arrangement of social life. It .. Jtas from a lopg expar1~PQP 
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