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JUDAI AND THE D ORDER 
By 

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver 
The Temple - Cleveland, Ohio 

I hope you ill not think thi fternoon th t I come to you in the role 

or >rophet. I am much a raid of that role. 

I com to you thi afternoon a a se ker. \Th t nd of a e ce do e 

eligious people ant to follo this ar? , t kind of orlrl do e , nt to s e 

come into being. As the mrld drags on d as t e ar drags on t'. n • h vier 

nd e vi r toll d t e numb r of s·cr fie inc e ee, the eo le in the 

arrin n .tions re sking t e selves more and m re, ".ht ar • e fl htin for?" 

se eo.le, livin in the r r:1 nin re coun rie~, mu~ h ve .. atiss- c ory 

an war. eir o • le de ends u on t ns er he or le tain the er 

th 113rrific .. ounding to hich they are cted. en yo fight y ay 

o t of e th-inf ted jun 1, .. nd the ~1 t ·s long , nd de~ .. er n ,, the 

only thin that c n su in •ou ic the thou ht h·t so cd· ou ill f1 h our ay 

out into the clear in. If ~-ou thought th t ju t • not er jun e 1 • he· d 

spirit ould e broken. And so )eople are askin m elve todu , "I ti 

, y ur 

loody 

ar to end in another brief rmi tice to be follo ed n n fifteen or t, nty 

e·rs by another orld ar?• "Is victory goin to bring u t e ol o er ain, 

the old ~pecial . r vileges, th old iniquities? I it goin to re tore to us the 

orld as it ae in the la~t to cades or it in he ecade receding 

the ir.t orld r?" ",111 a victory for Hitler and u solini enou h?" ,as 

a vie o over t1e aiser uit enough? 

H re in America e r ·~in our elves the e uer tion fr m another 

angle. I Am ric going to our out it re ources, is it goi to convert 

itself irto n arsenal to help En land cru h Hitler! m d then 1 ve e orld 

ri e read for ome other Hitler five, ten, or t enty ye· r fr m now? h t 

r~ e helping in this ti ht or? as not France defe ted bee use it p ople 
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not 

did not no what t hey we e fighting or? Ba ic ly, as/that the re on? One 

month t hey we ..... e told t h t they must a pease the die ator and t he next month t hey 

,ere told t h t they must fight hi m. ere not the nglish . eople almo t de r o ed 

by t he s me moral and int l lectual confusion? ·mi t kind of pe tCe do e • nt? 

ell, e no , at kind of ape ce Hitler ans . He ,nt pe' CC of 

c nouest, a peace of domin~tion, .eace of subjugation, a peace hich in one 

fonn or other ould enslave t he re.t of t he orld t o serve the intere~t of th 

elite of t he G rmanic r ace. I am not no- inter. rating his .. cace. I am quotin . 

him. A Hitler victory, a scis t victory i l l give us 'orld hich would be 

cientifically coord ' nated, regimented, econom lly r · tionalized for t he sole 

. urpo e of serving e one master r ce. The conauered . eoples will be told how 

to live, hat t )roduce, ·h t to ex ort, and 

t h ir ·or ers, ht ~ and rd of l t vin t o at 

t hey . all give d to hom t h eduction 

~t t o im. ort, i~ t ag s to pay 

h kind o eduction t t 

i ven, and t he kind o i deas 

t h t 11 e tole t ed. Sm 11 n tions 11 ce e to axi s , d t he l r er conauer ed 

nation~ will be toler t d only a econom c nd )Olitic. 1 a t r apie. er ghts ot 

man woul ceawe t o exist as t hey already h ve ceas d x t in t h t . rt of the 

orld hich i alr dy under th heel of the azi or F nc t. 

And mankind 11 move ftly into nether c.' r \ ee, mor e d r k and uch 

more mu erou tan the D rk Ages or hi tory bee u~e t here ill no loner b 

any religion, any Judaeo-Christian tr· di tion to attenu1 te the bru liti s of~ e 

ne D rk Ages. It will be a ace, of course. It will be the 1 e ce of the 

orison hou e, the peace of slavery. If Hitle ns in the next ixt or ninet d 

he might, th tis the kind or rld e ill h ve. Europe 11 ve it f rst nd 
' 

here will have to f ight a life and death truggle to kee it from our shore. Th t 

kind of a orld has lre dy been st blished in Pol nd nd Czechoslov i nd in the 

s 

other lands which have alre d , been conquered. And at kind of a orld 11 endure for 

a long time. It 11 not b overthro exce t by some kind of a revolution nd 1th 
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the perfected systems of es ionage nd control, revolution 1 very difficult 

to- f • 

o surely this 1 not the kind of a )8 ce th t e a_lie nt. e 

are fighting to de tro t he thre t of such a ~eace . e re helpin hr ve 

eo le, to b1 ve eoples, to fi ht for a free orld ad a free peace -- ape co or 

free eo le .. in ich even the peo les of German r and I aly ill e free oo at 

"'e ce. refore, th pe ce ht ·e ant ust no be ?e c or ve eance, a 

·1e ce of indemnitie d ex ct:ons. It muRt not be conr ruct d it an e e to 

aping the defe ted countries in eruetu 1 bond e or va alage. It mu~t not 

be cons tr ct d on t e hope o d isruptine the ?Oli ti cal unit r r o partitioning he 

r or o ee ing t 1em e anently d a in 

an rmed orld . This as ried fter 1g1s and it ailed . The pe ce t h t e are 

o in or is the kind of c hich 1 1 ena le he eople of Ge and Italy 

to hro off the yo e o~ h r diet tor hips nd never • ain e ·>er nee t he need 

for ~ubjectin, themselves to another d iet t ors.. · or er toot in Ju~t~ce. e 

ant just p ace - but er , t e ru t o e ce follo in 

are rous , cruelties c 1 tted, and .ja. sions e:>:ci ted c, 

r in ,hich hates 

e co pl tel~ a just 

ou veto b r,ali tic. The long r , , r la.t~, , ions nd 

lik~lihood t cac t rrus follo in uch a ht ar aroused, 1 le 

ar ill b entirel~- ju t. er fore, .. r v:ic;ion mu.,t be , acle, a as not ma 

followln t 1 t orld • r, in t~e e c# tr ties for ,eriodic re· on nd 

rectific tions of the te t e fin 1 s ttl ment. o a ev eo le should 

ever feel tat it can obtain re r only through anothe ar. 

t w wrong th the Versaille tre ty ... no .t t a alto ether 

bad nd ne r- ighted. t asn•t so at 11. In any ays it 8 rat 

oc ent, cont lnin great ,eal of sat smanship and good politic l thin in • 

0 t of the 1rovi ions of the V r ailles treat d t.e other~ reatie e e 

fair d Juet. Certainly the rovisions for e .elt-det rmin tion of eo las, or 

aL e of N tione, for the rotection of the right of minorities re im. or nt 
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ste s fo ard in the evolution of a just :ntern tional order. But the r- e~ ry 

men ho frt.med it left no room, no )rovision, no machinery for the eriodic 

restudy and revision of those treaties. 

The e ce e ant, we religiou folk ho believe in God and ho believe 

in an -- 1 the peace t hat will bring into exi r tence a organized society, e it 

a Federal Union, a Feder tion of Euro e, a Feder · tion of - e tern Euro e, eg onal , 

')oli tical and econ mic union d. thin a larger Feder··tion, but certainly an 

organization for t he perpetuation of peace and for e adjudication of inte ·tional 

differences that may arise in t he future. And if ar is not to be o recurrent 

henomenon and Dee.ca ju ... a brief ami tice bet een ars, then the cret.tion of 

uch an or ani7.ation mu~t, be re arded a inevitable. 

The Le gue i ea 0 0 oundt The Lea of Ne on hich a built. after 

t he orld • r mie,ht have epn too' bitiOllS, m gh ave rel i ed too much on hat 

·.e c 11 the force of )Ublic o. inion and not en Ph on the mechanics of an 

inte:n tion 1 force , and mtght a e b en too doctrin ire s concerni t h 1rinci le 

of tion 1 overeignty. It a hav mad 
~ 

it too easy to secede from t he gue 

of at i ons, hich secersion s pelt t he ruin of the Le gue . B t the i dea o a 

League of N t i ons, as an o ganization or mutual 'otection gainst att ck from 

any corner is sound nd inevi ble. The fc t t hat it hasn't ·orked the ir t time 

1 no reflexion u on the soundness of the idea. No gre t idea comes into ful l 

flo ering and succeeds cm letely the irst time. 

The comins ace must lso e t ablish again the rinci las of elf-

detenn1n tion o 

en ugh. Politic 

eople. That, of courr e is clear, but t doe ot go r r 

self-dete ination was iven the fulle to Jortunity un er 

the term of the Ver lle tre ty, and it roved inadequate because olitical 

self-determin tion does not imply econ mic elf-determin tion. And ecau e it 

does not carry 1th it economic elf-determination, the r.1.all n tins ich 

sought to preserve t eir oTereignty re orted to the fanta tic method of making 

themselTeB economically self-sufficient nd elf-determinate. That was cle rly 
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an i possibility. The treatie f or e ne orld order mw: t make por- s • ble 

t he ere tion o larger economic orbits he ein the ler tons of ~uro e c n 

coo erate economically, in order to enable them to survive )Olitically. 

I agine ·h t oul ~ ha )pen if the forty-eight r te of our union ere 

each t ing to beco eco omically self suff'cient and inde endent of e ch 

ot er -- ould erect tariff alls nd ould pl nits economic 11 e ·ith nee to 

ar nd milit r: invulne ability. The channels of the trade of t he orld must 

be cle ed of all .)Olitic 1 ob tructions forte economic life of uro.Je to 

revive, and or t he s ller oli tici l unit t o urvive. .. 

Those ho ramed tl-10 Ver~aill c --ri:-e tieA e e too pol ically mi nded and 

not nou h economical! minded. 

Th mu~t also be an nd to i m:Jerialism. pir O mu t e recon ructed 

into common . al the of free eo le \ • thin t 1; ... rge .. ... a e orK of ·orld . 
organi ation, jut O the British pire 1 r #l y c struct it el f in 

rec t year. Indi a mu t e g v t h G t of ~ f r ee c 0 t 

tor main ·ithin th British Empie. C lonie m t be velop nto 

inde .. , and until such time t he hould e it ationally n tar ed 

for t he nefit of t he indi enouQ popul ons nd not rim· ril f or t h enefit 

of Euro en n tion. Acee s to their raw te i 1 h db o en nd fr e t o 

all on equal term. t i 1 obvi . te t e nece~sitJ or r v lry in the 

olitical control oft e e coloni s. 

One of the most d fficult nroblems i t he orld, ad one dch le to the 

1 t r is e roblem of minorities - r cial, r ligious, n tionJ .. ese 

in rities re ex loited ae "pawns" in the hands of em ires. l.impires pla ed 

one min rity against not r. Hitl er i no trying olve this minority 

. roblem dr ~tic lly thr ugh the e ce f e forced ran f rence of · opul tion. 

He hast en German minorities out of t he altic s tee d tran.planted t e 

b c into G rmany. Heh en ol sh minoritie1 lirlng in tern ol d nd 

forced them to move to othe parts of .t>oland. Thi t pt to ol e th min0rity 
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problem through enforced migration is, i my jud ent, doomed o failure. 
it. The way to solve the minori 

H. s o , ha .. 
scrambled the populations of Europe too much for s atesmanship to succeed 

roblem as indicted in the treaties llo in el t r -- to r hem 

cultur 1 oup autonomy n. to gu·.1 antee the ind· vidu l m .m of uch r u.s 

t e .,, e oli ic 1 r ghts n privilege 1 ·ch re enj red byte mb r 

majorit eroups. The Soviet Union rec gnized thcLt 1rinciple in all of its one 

hundred fift d more n ~tion lity grou sand it h Ph· no tr} be t h ro lem 

tan time. 

A jus e ce i - re uire th ~r ting of inority ri hte 11 t e e 

inori t , peo les of .. urope d to the J ·ish t:roup a ell, for h roup 

n te and C ntrul uro~e e>rerents rrl.n r1 ty, .. h 1 c 1 ha mo ta 

other een exoloi t d '" r p l... c .1 ends. 

~t has been rgu d ~t thee c be no 1 stinu ce, no limi ion 

o~ n ti nal r-overe·gnty, no orla re _rm F cc· t en ce no .nt • orld 

rder un ss C it lirtic )0\8 f imit d 'n P£Ch c untry 

t e ri tion of ~cono ic o. ke. pl ce. or, i is 

1ed, it i e o ~ ,ec al > 1 leee, t ed e oc C 

d .a , hich in one count .: t r s t el.1e . oc ac • I 1 

the v . t 1 t r ta ich requi e nov ,..e gnt r ro' t'1 • r n. It • t h y who 

t rt l r. Econo ic r f or~ into e h nds 

oft o l t hr ugh t oc liz ti n o ry, I or nt ce 

can b hop d or in th . orld. 11, t.~1 m b so • I am no at 1 convinced 

1 t 1, so, afters eing h· th ovi ,t .. 
J D on h ~ ne in th 1 . t 0 ye rs 

Finl nd, Jol nd nd n other rt r t n Euro.,e. It o , not in ire the 

C n ction th t a soci liz d te uto tically bove im rial tic int ta 

nd cts of gr sion. 

The roe e to ard s cialization is l one d it C n V ell 

advanc ide by side 1th an accelerated movement to:e.rds th t bli hment or n 

intern tional or r, to rda coll ctive ecurity, free flow of trade amt e 

ecuring of minority rights. It 1 not 1 e to po tpone the olution of the one 

in 

I 
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pendin the solution of the other. 

The last thought that I ould like to e • ith you is this. r1 r. H. G. ,;ells 

calls it the restoration of confidence in the orld. This confiden ~e has een 

shattered in the lat ttenty years. The individual finds him~elf helplef in the 

grasp of a tyrannous state or a tyrannous party which is in control of the fate . 

He is come to fear thnt momentarily he may be divested of hi citizenship, of his freedom, 

of his poEse~sions at the 111 of some Duce or Comissar or Fuhrer. The~ nse f 

security hich nurtures the sense of spii·i tu 1 dignity in man has been e troyed in 

our orld. If .. an 1~ to be encouraged to live nd lan for the future, to dream nd 

aspire, that sense of confidAnce must e restored. There must e recreated in the 

orld, following this •~orld ~ar, a fundamental common law for man a man, for the 

individual as an individual. An agna Carta for every m must be announced . 

"Every man" ha~ been lo~t in our orld. A:11 e ha sir- no placed on n tions, on 

groups , on st tes. The . ''fe h becom fri htful r avr riciou . Its a.. eti te has 

incr aced a pallingly in the lat fe decades and the ind vidua.1 s been sh r ly 

reduced in stature. The other da.., Isa n picture in one oft 1e import· nt ne a apers 

of the East , a photo r ph o on oft e [reat demon8trRt . o~~ in Berlin to elcome the 

Fuhrer on his return fr m one of his victories. ·:hen I fir. looked t th t photo r ph 

' ·-I couldn't tell whether it a n photogr ~ h of h , an bein or of ~ nt • It ; s 

just one vat mase of· 1at turned out to be humanit, in hich the individual' 

deline tion ·as completely oblitPr ted. The roup, the mn , is ~ the unit in the 

thinking of the orld. It ·, sn' co before. It isn't so in religion -- in your or 

mine. All emphasis in our religions was put on e individual, hi oul nd hi 

rel tionship to God. Every man ·as ma e in the i age of God. The uacred Book b gins 

: · th the ere tion of one m - and ends with the de th of~ an. There 1 n 

interesting comment by one of our rabbis on one of e ver~ee oft e book of reneais . 

The Bible says • "This 1 the gener tion of man , m n, in th ingul r. Th hbi• 
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ass hy i it ritten in the singul r? hy not "This i the gener tion o ~," 

or "This i the gener·tion of mankind?" The Ra bi gives this rofound ans err "It i 

ut in the ingular uite deliber tely so th:t in the future ev r individurl hum n 

being shall have the rt ht to s • • 'for & sake was he orld ere ted'." 

This religious conviction i._ lso the centr 1 otif of our Deel ration of 

Independence. Th t thou ... ht became the found.at on upon hich the Founding F,\ ther 

e~tablished this countr-J. Did you ever a._k -.-our elf tis th moft challenging phra e 

in the hole Declar ion of Inde_Jendence? There asn 't anything ne in t1e a.ct t 

one count decided to br _al-: ay rom nother count • Th· t hao ened thouC'an 

timee e re ·n the story of m nkind. t s ne in it? This ·s ht is ne 

in it: ",'e hold t e~e t th to be ~elf evident: h t 1 en re created e u 1, d 

th t they re endo ed by certe.in ble rights." hum n 

be ng has certain unalienable right not b~c Uf i member of s ctety, or 

citizen, or ec u e he .elo!fJ.3 ~o a or bee u,.,e he 1 • <'emi te or A ... • n, ut ec use 

he is a human bein, a child of God, becau e he a 

ri hts, ch c nnot therefore . ta en n • a .. . fro hiti . Amon he er ght re life, 

libert • and the rsuit of har,_ inesr. the throe o~t impor nt <lesiderat of h n 

exi tence. Thee rights .e e not g ven to c br aociet/ or bv the ... ~te or a 

arty or a .arliament, nd they c nnot, there ore, be rom him b thee 

bodies or by die tors. Thi c nviction veto n, in th 1 t one hun red .. ,e rs, 

a ense of confidence, elf-re . ect and dignity. He as im9ort·nt. He d right 

w ich could not eta en fro him anyone. He c uld plan for hie r ly, for 

his child en, for the fu ure. All th t ha en de troy d in e 1 . t enty 

ears ince the tot lit·rian t te be 

he 10-se ed. 

to trip th ind vidual of ever. ri ht •hich 

Tod the individual nd absolutely helple sin mot countries of the 

rth. Ther 1 no court of hi hr a eal. 

no Bill of Rights . If t e pe ce followin t 11~ 

e i no constitution to o e·l to -

r is to ma'e po~aible the fo ard 
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march of civilire ion it must he a peace which first o~ al l , be ore it egins to 

deal with any n·J tional or international ;>roblem, 11th any . oli tict 1 or economic 

. roblem, )roclaim with all solemnity a new agna C ~ta for t he individu l human 

eing, to rea sert his r:1.g ts to lite, libert .. and t he rsui t of ha. )ine s, to 

reestablish him ' S the c ild of God. 

These thing~ will come to be, m~ fri ends, an t h· t is our r arer and ur 

hoe. But t he ill come to be only .fter t he s ·om foe of 1 thee t hings is 

irst e troyed - a.ft -:•r the Die tor • ) no b .r trides he • orld like Colof' sus 

is first overthrown. The first pot nt t as· or religious .en is, t h re ore, the 

rd and itter e: o_ helping those ·ho are ' ging the h rd , n bitter :- r ain.t the 

foe of e ce nd ju~tice nd to_erance. 

B 1t e en in t he v -~ ct ) f hel. in to •)r o e ,_, t - ur.ces r- ul r ·ga n t 

t he ag re sor t anldn, e houl 

succes~ful and endurin p~· ce. 

e estl st tdv i an rn nn o a 
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I. 

THE CONTRIBUTION OF JUDAISM 
TO DEMOCRACY 

11 :00 a m. 

Fairchild hapel 

II. 

J DAISM I WORLD AT WAR 

1,., :00 noon 

Finney Chapel 

III. 

JUDAISM A D THE EW WORLD 

ORDER 

:00 p. m. 

Fctirchild Chapel 



The lecture hip n Ju<lai 
made possible in the ch ol 
through the good offic of 

m ha b en 
f Theol gy 
m J wi h 

friend in Elyria, Ohio. It is cone rnc l 
chiefly with Talmudic and po:t-Talmudic 
law, literature, philo. ophy and religion. 
It function i to promot an und rstand
ing of Judai m in its r •la lions with 

hri tianity, of th 1 at·t of Judai. m in 
the developing hi to1·y of 1· ligion, and to 
trace th growth of the religiou id as 
and in titution of th Old Tc tam nt in 
po t-Biblical Judai m. mong th• dis-
tin ui hed Jewi h l •ad r • who hav, ap
pear d on thi lectur hip ar : Prof, ·. or 

amu l ohon, Dr. Barn tt R. Brick-
ner, Dr. Loui 
Grayzel, Dr. 

Fink !stein, Dr. olomon 
olomon Goldman, and Dr. 

Solomon B. Fr ehof. 

Dr. Abba Hill •I ilver, rabbi of th 
Temple, l v land, a gradual of the 

niv r ·ity of incinnati and Hehr w 
nion oll ge. B fore coming t 



land in 1917, he was rabbi of the ongre
gation of L'Shem Shamayim, Wheeling. 
He is a leader in num rous Jewish or
ganization , among which are the Zion
i t Organization of Am rica, the Jewish 
Academy of Arts and Scien e ' , and the 
Council of Jewish F deration and \ •l
fare Fund . He i th author of Mess i
anic J)eculations in I rael, The D mo
cratic Impulse in Jewish Hi to1·y and R -
ligion in a Changing World. 




