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THE S:IAPE OF THI~.GS TO CO .3 

by :ayo Fesler 

1Y thinking on the political and governmental side o: this question, 
11 The Shc.pe o" Things to Come", is based upon the belief that this rr.i.11 be a 
lon6 , ar but that ultimately the allies ·:rill rin. In the first worl 1 

,
0rar 

·1ve helped i~htily in ·;inning the war, and then helped inGloriously in losing 
the ,eace . In this second ,,rorld ·,ra r rre are coing to play an ir.iportant part 
both in ;·rinnin€; the war and in establishinf; a lasting peace. ·;fuat will be 
the shape of things, political and governmental , in this country after we 
have ·.-;on the peace? -~· ill we find our political party setup and our govern
mental organization radically ch&nged? ·i" ill vie find ourselves under sone 
form of dictatorship or plunsing into communism? ;'fill ·,re find developing a 
multi-party system in place of our present t 110 party system?· 

In JTJ.Y opinion vre s.1all find none of these conditions. ·1·fe shall find 
ourselves ,.-r.i. th a burden of debt rfhich ··n.11 appall us and which will deeply 
affect botl our political thinking and our poli tic2.l conduct; but it ·:ill 
not affect the fundar,1ental principles upon which our Government is founded 
nor the representative character of the democracy under ·rhich vm live. 

As I see the political future , ,;re shall continue our evolutionary . 
process of improving our forms of government, particularly state and local, 
and our methods of formulating and expressing public opinion through politi
cal parties, vrithout political revolutions or radical changes in government 
and politics. The r easons for this belief are these: 

In the first place vte are too well satisfied ,·ri th our American ,ray of 
life, even with all of its frailities, to look wi.th favor u~on nmr ideologies, 
especially of the present European types • 

In the second place, no peoples, not even the peoples of t .. e acgres
sor nations, went into this vrar 'Hith any enthusiasm for a great nei.r cause, 
The people of the axis nations ·,ere forced into war by their ;;ar lords really 
against ti1eir ·wills. The peoples of the allied democracie.J :rent into the 
nar with the feeling that they had a dirty but necessary job to do in ridding 
the ,;orld of a bunch of military gangsters and political hiGhwaymen; and the 
sooner it is done the better. To t'em victory ·rill mean a clance to return 
to tho plow, the shop and the office. Neither side is fi&hting for a neu 
and glamorous cause. 

In the third plAce the world rill be too tired and exhausted to think 
in tenns of revolutionary ideologies. The people will want to rest after 
putting out the fire of this useless holocaust. The experience in past 
~orld struggles confirms this point of viev. 

For illustration, tr.ke the early years after t e close of t e apole-
onic vars. Following the prelirainary Peace of Paris, the croYm hea s and 
statesmen of Eu.rope m.et in Vienna. ,1ettermich of Austria, and a majority of 
those gathered there were either in favor of a return to things as they were, 
or at least were opposed to giving up any national advantages uhich they then 
had or had gained in the ·war .. The results of the Conf;ress of Vienna uere 
largely compromises and a return to the status quo. 

Take t e early aftermath of the first,, orld war. There ·1Yere, of 
course, some shiftings of boundaries, numerous man ates created, a number of 
cro m heads Ylere decapitatcd,and a futile attempt r,ras made to create an cf
fc<'lti.NP r~ ~of Nation~ : n or , r to insu!'0 a permanent peac • But the 
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League of Jations ailec, l a r 6ely because tl.e nations involved were unr.rilling 
to surrender even a small def;ree of nc,tional sovereignty in orc..er to find an 
effective permanent Jeace . 

In tlle fourth lace , our form of government in this countr r, and the 
relationship of the federal an - state covernments furnish a stable bul'.·rark 
against radical or revolutionary chances . T: is nation is a federation of 48 
sovereign states 11hich nave lar6e resi uar:r pmrers , rhich can:10t 'e taken 
from ther.i. vrithout their consent . A majority of those states 2.re rural . The 
rural population is normally conscrv2..ti ve and slovr to t ake on revolutionary 
ideas . r.ihey Cc.n be e:;nectec.1 to resist revolutiona:cir chances . They are too 
Hell satisfiea with our ;Jresent reI)resentati ve 1emocrac T to flee willingly to 
ills they knmr not of . If totcl national sovereignty 1eac:ed up at the Nation
al Capitol , ,re mihht have some reason for~ feeling of une~siness over the dan
ger of a shift fron a democ~atic service state to a totalitarian servile state . 
But not so long as we are a feder.:.tion of indcpenaent states . 

IJo , I cannot see in t is nation ' s horoscope any revolutiona~~y changes 
in government and politics , nor any concerted move on t1e ~art of our people 
towar·d neYf political ideolocies as a result of the Har in uhich v:e are novr 
engaged. 

I do , however , want to make this exce;,tion . T1e changes which have 
been Going on in loca1, c;ovcrnment ,;rill , I believe , be greatly accelerated --
not c.1cmges in the basic principles upon ,rm. ch local government is founded; 
but changes in the direction of a consolidation of units of local government , 
forced upon our urban communities by the sheer bur den of taxes which this use
less war ·will ultimately entail . "Tith the present debt burden, federal, 
state and local, according to the most recent fede ral ro:Jorts , already at 
;;i69 , 162 , 000 , 000 , or ~521 for every man, Homan and child, and uithin a year will 
be mo than double that amount , and mounting steadilr, vrc are going to be 
forced after the -rrar to tighten the tovcrrun2ntal belt somc-·.·Jhe re . It can't be 
in the Fe erc.l 6ovemment e;:pen i t.ures because that part of the debt bu~cden 
~ill already have been created . It can hardly be in the state 80Vernment be-
cause tho states ' portion of the debt burden is only 4 . 9% of the whole . The 
only ,1ace no,;r sceminLlY available for that unpleasant process of belt tiGhton
in: is in the cost of local services , and these loco.l luxuries ue are nm-r cn
joyin6 by having a sepo.rate local government for every cross road in our metro
politan u1"ban areas . For exmnplc , in our o,·m metropolitan area vrith its pre
sent 103 units of government , 10 could save more t an 10% of our cost of local 
government if t1 ese units were properly consolidated and efficiently adninis-
terod . This unification ,Till be forced u;)On us ·1hether Yre like it or not . 

The process of local consolidation Yr.i.11 be further accelerated by 
another evolutionary "J ro cess rhich is underv;ay, namely, the gradual extension 
of public o...-mcrship and operation of tl e public utility services . These com
munity sorvices can be efficientl r t::nde rec , nd economically administered only 
on a community Hide basis . As they are trlkcn over from private o me:i.·ship to 
public opcr2tion, the ccessity for uni ication and consolidation of political 
subdivisions -rill become more and more ap,arcnt . But even here the changes 
,:ill be evolutionary 2.n 1 not revol tionc.r., , and i.rill i.rork no large chan6cs in 
loc2l government and 1olitics. 

One feature in this larger picture of the aftermath of wc.r Hhich 
should give us pause rill be the sacrifices uhich ,;re s~1.;...ll have to make in de
sirable local puolic services and improv~munts , such as recreation, educution , 
tJeautific2.tion and even sanitation, because t e large public revenues r{hich 
-..muld normally be spent on these services will for years to com have to be 
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fed ~-n part at least into the maw of .:ars to "'JC:..Y the cost of cauturin: and 
e;~rcising these inte:-nc1tio.'."lcJ.l gangsters nho are no "I plun ering the Yrorld1 s 
hiehvrays . 

Ho-7ever , there is one r2.y of .1ope in t:us dark ,icture of t_ e ebt 
burden . If a Ymrldt s pe2.ce can be establinhed a::'ter t~1e Yrar on the basis 
of t· ie ei.c;ht i':>Oint pro6 r?.Jn of the A tlc:mti c Conference , and so;ne form of a 
Leacue of Jations c&.n be ag:-eed u_?on, ·:.i:-1ich 1:rill h2.ve enow;h 2.uthori ty 2.nd 
a sufi'icient mili to.r ./, nav2.l , 2.nd c1.ir force to lTl.clintain 2nd enforce a world1 s 
peace , then this burden of taxes ·.-rill be relieved by just so :11.uc as is nou 
re1uired to m2.intain separate n2.tional armanen:, esta:Jlislu-,cmts . To t41is re
duction in the deot burden --ioulC: also be added the incr.:;ased prosperity -rr:1ich 
nill come out of an assured 1,·orld1 s peace and the socia=. security y.;hich it 
1rill bring. Our national income could then be easil~r l<ept at more than 
100 billion dollar..:; a year , a ·-11inor part of v,: ich over a pe1·iod of years 

.., d "f t\ t • 1 d • ~ • F ~ h • If t ' ·" tl • i70l..L pay 01 ae . ['_ lOna eb u, -,.·,'l u,10Uv DUC :?aln . ..e Snape 0.1 ings 
to co~e could taY.e tle form of su.ct an effective Lea~ue of ations , and one 
·:-i th any less autho1·i ty and :)o-:rcr is not worth- 1:rhile , t. en the •;mrl 1 will 
rea~1.ily recover financially and poli ticaily from this Wi1olesale destruction 
of the ·aorld1 s substance , and m .. ~:..- nation can move on pros .. erously ,is the de
velopment and e:;...-pansion of ot.r .Americ2.n 1·ray of life . 

But ·.-_:-hatever co:nes, t11e:.:·.: is not~:inE, in t::e offing, in my o inion , 
exce;,t -vii.s1 ful tl1inkinr; , t:1at c2.n l8ac the ~ eo~Jle of this p os:r,erous land 
to de~)c:.rt from t. e fur1da""1entc:ls of libert r a::! -1 e1urlity c: o~."'ort1..mity, and 
exchanc;e then for an r sy.ste:n of covei~ru-;ient prevc:ilinr- e lse1:te re in the norld . 
',Te 1,i.ll fight to the la st di tcl1 to preserve 1 e do .t 2na. c:criocracy, and then 
die in the ditch if ·;rn lose tl1em, ~CZ.use life o a : _en p-;ople i;ould not be 
·irorth living v:i thout them . 
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THE SHJ.P: OF THII GS TO CO lE 

by John n. Love 

On recollecting some of the remarkable forecasting i;rhich has been 
undertaken from this platform, one is necessarily hesitant in attempting a 
vieYr of the world of tomorrow. 

Harry Elmer Barnes s1Ru6htered many of us a fe Y months ago rti.th his 
pro~hecy of ·what Joe Stalin was f;Oing to do to us in combination vri. th : i tler . 
Umv, if he had informed us that ilr. Stalin was about to join t e church if 
not the Rotary Club and become as respectable as .Tendell ·1rillkie , ·m ·vrould 
have said he was cookoo . We accepted hi~ terrible foreboding because our 
ovm ran the same way. 

If I ·were to sugcest that the shape of economic things to co .. e, in 
the afternoon of our lives , would robG.bly be more like that of t, e 18701 s 
and 801 s than any other ,eriod, I would be disap?ointin6 man ·.rho are lookinE; 
for something really awful . Those of you :fho san Nen York's exposition un
der the title of the 11~7orld of Tomorro·vr11 must have realized, at least in its 
second year, that it 'W.s of the world which mi6ht ave been , and the vrorld 
vrhich ne who are alive today shall probably neve r see . For time has turned 
backvrard in its flight , and the economic and business landscape seems more 
likely to resemble that of our grandparents than anything else ,re can readi
ly ima6ine . 

A norld of patched pants and stri g- savine econo::iies , of mo re in i
vidual proprietorships anG partners:ips , of conservative fi~ancin6; a re
constructing vmrld, after a vrar proportionate y s terrible as the American 
Civil ·_- ar, a vrorld of ne·'f areas o,enin6 to set· lement, of old <.:.reas re-oy:,en-

• ing; an era of ne r imperialisms, as novel and promising as the o] der 0~1es 

.. 

were in their tir.ie . A period of business caution but one of lc:?.n~~ oo 'lS an 
housing booms • 

You alize , of course , that the farther into t e future ,re~ ·oject 
our forecasts , the more lil ely ·te are to be riGht and at the srune tir1e the 
more surely ·1e shall be forr;otten . In t ~e lonL reach of time , eve½ Ding is 
more than likely to hanpen , and so , if you want to fo::-ec& t Communism or 
Dictatorship , or ch2..os , or long and tranquil prospe ri t, , rou 'li.11 be correct 
as to some neriod in t e future. But not any of t.1 c·5c thincs , I t ink, in 
our tir.ie . 

I take it 1e are trying to look into c.n era of all- o . .tt 1)eace , one 
in 1,1hich, to paraphrase the sentence vri th 11hic.1 EdrrarJ Gib1:>on cloGed his 
chapters on the Crusades , silence reicns once agc:in u;>on the coasts ';rhich 
have so loni; resounded ·rith the vrorld ' s deb""te . It is in-;)OS.:>ible to guess 
at the shape of the future " • thout f irst (;ue sing at t11e length of the rar, 
the vigor of its prosecution, and above all , at its outcome . 

If -rre are beaten , t en all savings uill 1c:.ve been er a uste save 
those in p ysical property. But my notion is that the Gettrsb~r~ oi this 
war has nmr been fou r ht , this time in front of Hostov and ,,!oscmr, b 1t that 
the struggle is capable of running on t uo or three ~rears more in Europe, 

, and as long or longer in the Far East . 

Let us assume a cor.iple te victo_ , an AmericRn debt of 200 billion 
dollars , and a li vin6 cost about double '..rhat it is todc:... • By 1945 or 1946 
most of us r.i.11 be running on o r rims, i ne run our cars at all , our houses 
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will be out of repair, much of our do!!lestic equipnent unusa½le because of 
shortages of replacement parts . ',le shall , many oi' us , be in the condition 
of the people .vho were on relief in the 193O's , except tat vve ,rill have 
savinr;s in the Si ape of Government bonds . Undoubtedly man"' of us Yrill 
rush out and tum thera in t o buy all the th:..ngs -r.;c are sho:r-t of . The 4 or 
5 million Ame!"ican soldiers vrill be returning from the various fronts , 
leaving small annies of occupation, and t1e read ·ustment of employment 1rill 
take sever~l months ; about as lone , I should say, as it did in 1918 and 
1919. 

.:ost 9eople ·:ill then decide this is t e post-war depression 
everybody uas tclkini; c:bout avray back in 1941 . On that account , all the 
public Y[orl~s which had. been suGpended during the war 110uld be started rapid
ly up along Tri. tl a lot of ne·'f ones the post- war planners are even noYr put tin 
together in ·, ashington. All these works will just a bout get Going vrhcn the 
tide of r eplacement demand for goods ~~eeps the country. The flood of sav
ings released by the c,.shing of Government securities -rr.i..11 be going into the 
purchase of everything ·wet va been short of , and then 'rill come the grand 
·!hoosh of inflation. 

As usual , the economic '!_Jlanners ,;d.11 have been mistc.1ken in their 
tim i .ng , the most im)ortant eler. ent in all ::mch pl.a s , and the g ec::t ----ro
jects they h2.ve blueprinted for rr;lievinc unem:_;lo:-;'l:lent ·.rill but :n.cl:e t:1c boom 
the [.rcatcr. For tl--e prosperity of those dG s ·,rill seem to be the tri 1mph 
of economic planning and Gov:rnment participation in in ustry. 

In that 1:nom, t en , the boom ··rhich follo·:rs this 1··ar, ,.e shall face 
the decision as to ·::hether America fill gcnuincl:r undertake to 10~.:-er the 
barriers to international trade, or ,;Jhet'1er , alte ately, ·11e shall continue 
in the nationalistic di rec ions ·;fe have pursued wi tho' t any inte ruption 
for more than a generation • 

One or the sections of the Atlantic charter ( dra"!nn. up on a vessel 
uhich has already been sunk) provides for equal access to rau mate.ri.2.ls , but 
as you all ~now, thers can be no equal access to raaterials Hithout access to 
the rilar .. ets Y!hich surround those aterials . :C:qual ab· lit to bu;7 t. e iron 
of La}{e Superior is pointless 111. thout the ability to !;el2. i:1 the ns.rl:ets of 
Cleveland, :Jetroit , and Chic~c o, or the equivalent . 

T e attitude of la Jor union of.:icers ""rill be of con. ic:era .le im-
port.:,nce in that decision , I 8uspcct . If they li ten to the arr-ument that 
the 6oods of an impoverishe En6land and Fr·.:nce , not to nention a Ge many 
or a Japan, must not be allo",led to undennine t e dearly efended hibh ages 
&nd social gains o; ·merica , then our future ctn be no bLtte r than our ast . 
If in addition, the Government should also be una':Jle or un·.d.lling to throttle 
dmm the land boo. s an housing booms of that ~rioa, booms .;.or 7rhich it Yill 
be unprepared because they are not recognizably 11 :inuncial" , t 1 en we c n 
look .for a ne 'I depression to sweep us in the 195Os . 

It ·rill be that perio , not the late 4Os , ··rhich ·.111 t e:·t, the 
strencth and durabili~y of America h2.bits of econonic life . Di.sil~~ ~ioned 
fi .1ally 2s to the ef "icacy of Government planning in cemocrri.c., , un 'o 1'vtedly 
millions ".roul<.1 t 1en turn to uhatevc r system of extremism . np:J'lns to be 
fashionable at tle time . Th t could be your socic.l war, ncl its outcome 
ould proba1:,l r oe decide b the attitua.e of t 11e veterans and the farmers . 



• 

John ·:r. Love - - 3 

Probably I am r oin[ into too nuci1 detail here , .for m o··:n timing 
is as sure to be as i.rronf as any Gove mment plc. nner1 s. 

The dis o~itio of t c Governrnent- built actories of the war fill 
also be an imuort2nt iten in the d2cisions to be naue in the late 1940s nd 
the .50s . Eit' er in the post- ·:rar boom or tl e de;>ression ,,: ich _ollff,:S it , 
there ·.rill be a croup '1hich will arbue for the retention oi tl ose pl[.nts to 
r:iake Goverrun.ent steel , or a Govemnent autor. obi le , li ~e t,1e Her;nan Goering 
Steel ·.:orks , or the Volksauto . 

This party ~,ill e acsisted not only by the labor or[anizations 
in t. e:::e plants , but by Chambers o.r Com.--:1e r ce in the localities where tl cse 
uorks are . .:e ni, ht get a sort of Chamber of Commerce Socialism out o.: it . 
·.re uould lave redistribution of vrealth by geoc-aphy, i., e only sicni.Licant 
ty?e o redistri i·ution ·:1hich ever took place in t, is country. It ·:ras the 
re ,Ji stribution by eeo6raphy 1:!hich most of its .3upporters in this country 
vrere thi kin[ of in t~ e 1930s as evidenced in the _ oner projects , t e "ail
-vray rate 1e [ islation and the aG:ricultural bonuses . 

Should tis sort of Socialism overt·ke us , let us trust that ny 
Clevel&n 'er ·. ,ho believes in it ··:i_l ave the goo ju gment to go 1,r. e re r. est 
of the usable Govemmen t plants are , say to :Jetroi t , Dal as or Los Angeles . 
There is nothin[; in Chamber of Conrnercc Socialism for rc c ions whic ge t 
onl T annunition factoriec , ., 

In summa , the , m notion is ti1r.t •. o ~c?ll h ., c , ::ollo ing the 
:rar , 1:rhat man• ·,fill mist.:1::e for cvclical depreC" ion, that it ,·rill sot in 
motion a neu 1.ra ve of p • blic projects , ha th.,., .::;e ·.rill collide ri th ·:1e 
vi val of inc.l i vic1ual s~endin~ , c:1.nd the t ·.-ro toge th r •. i 11 . roc:ucc an e,:.: "1;nc 
pro~peri t., plus a land boom an--1 a buildinc boom, t at it ·:rill run in '.,o 1.m

regulated speculation beco.use unr...,co~nize , or too ·1,i. el.,- distributcu for 
office elders to inte rfe re 1.n.th . The :ubscquent dcprecsi_on an· f tu 
\rars ChN be avoideL- l)y introducing , 'urine the e<2.rly st· scs o: the boo:n., 
a greater freedom of i r.iports than livi .r; 11 1.]ricc.ns h".VC ever !-:no~·.n , but if o 
can guess ,.,~ et, er •re shall cl.00s2 t e ri(.-ht road? 



THE SHAPE OF T .D~GS TO CO .1E 
by 

nabbi Aboa Hillel Silver 

Spiritually and ethically the sha;,e of things to come is very blurred . 

One cannot forget l c.t the last ·world ·war ·ra.s fou6ht for the very 
same objectives as this ra.r and against the same foe . he war was ·:ran and 
yet , folloning it , the Yrorl entered one of the most disc:.strous periods in his
tory, a breakdorm and blackout period, culminating in t."1iE1 second 1-..rorld war . 

'/hy did victory lead to defeat? Not because t· e Versailles Treaty 
was VJ..cious. It :ms no better and no wor se than similar treaties which are 
imposed by victors upon vanquished . The rec ognition of the independence of 
Bel6ium, Poland, Czechoslovakia, and Aus tria , the acceptance of the principles 
of the right s of minorities , and the est ablishment of the League of Nations 
marked definite forrmrd steps . The failure of the peace uas due first to a 
lack of economic fore sight. . Political self- detennination was confused with 
economic self- sufficiency. The failure vras also due to defects in the struc-
ture of the LeaL ue . The League nas not :;i ven military ::_::>o -;er to en""orce its 
decisions . The right of secession vras reserved to the nember nations antl a 
unanimous vote nas r equired for all important decisions of the Assembly and 
the Council. The failure of the United States to join the Lea rue 1as a nigh 
mortal blm·_., and the failure of Great Britain, Fr ce and the other principal 
signatories to live unto the letter or the spirit of h~ ClVenant completed 
its ruin . 

It vas this last failu -- essentially a mor~l o~e the failure to 
assUJ~e responsibility for ·orld peace or, having assumec it, to live u~ to it 
which was principally responsible ror the wreck of the first i!ll. ortant and 

• promising experiment in vrorld pacification. Statesmen calle d national coward
ice non-entanglement, and the successive acts of betrayal of t!1c League ap-
peasement , and so another world war rras blunderingly concocted ., Those nations 
Yfhich did not wish to intervene for peace are now interveni :> in .er and the 
peace mongers turned out to be the real war mongers. 

Vfuat ·rill come after this war? 'Jill victory again lead to defeat? 
This ,.~11 depend lareely upon the moral attitudes of the victorious Allies 
tovrards a rcvi ved and revised vrorld union . All the ethicell promises of an 
allied victo!"J depend entirely upon it. 

Europe and other parts of the 6lobe ,:ill be ravaeed a.i:'ter the war. 
Fmnine, poverty, misery and hate will stalk over the face of the earth. There 
-~11 be ruined. economie6 , social collapse and revolutions in evcr-J defeated 
country - - just as after the last v;ar. ~llions of people ,,ill seek neu homes 
in a uorld ,:hich ·all be inhospitable to im:nigration . The youth of half the 
·world uhich has been indoctrinated with the racial and nationalistic mytholo
gies of dictators: ip will be spiritually lost and unsuited to a denocr tic way 
of life 11hich they had been taught to hate and despise . There -,il~ . ., .so be 
resentments , rivalries and recriminations among the victorious allies ··- just 
as after the last war. ifill the Bri tis 1 .wmpire an the Union of Soviet 
Socialist Jepublics and the United States of .e rica share reconcilable vies 
on 'rorld reconstruction, at the peace table? ':fill their economic interests be 

, compatible? And vrill they a[::ree on the basic freedoms 1hich should be guar
".nteed to 1:1.en and nations? 
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Under these conclitions the attempt to build 2. ;1eaceful and stable 

social order -.d.ll tax the intellectual anci Dpiri tual resources o.f human states

mans11ip to the utmost . 

It is idle to assume thc:.t an era of peace and good-will crill set in 

right after the war and as 2 sure consequence of the peace . The long nro

tracted a6ony of our epoch wherein capitalism is evol vin6 into neu forms by 

,;ray of a transition even more violent tl"lan that of feudalism at the close of 

the iid ' le Aees , vrill not end -,.rj_ t'1 this ·war; for stable ne 'l eco.1omic forms , 

compatible v£ith human freedom and security, have not ~ret emerged. The most 

that \fe can hope for is that this war vrill put an end to political aggression 

and imperialistic adventure 11hich are anachronisms in the modern worlrl, breed

ing war , c:. nd fatally interferinc wi.th the ef_~o rls of peoples to make t heir 

difficult adjustments to the requirements of the new technolosi.cal age .. The 

defeat of Hitlerism. nill give free nations a chance , and only a chance , to 

continue their planning ancl. e;::perirac nt inG for a juster social order which will 

combine safet:l 1.:ith civilization. 

The i1eacemal-:ers , in my judgment , will not be able to solve all or many 

of t-1e manifold problems -;;hich '.'Jill confront tl1e vro rld at the time of the 

armistice -- nor should tl ey attempt to . Their primary concern s 10uld be to 

restore freedom to the conquered peo; les , Hi thin regional economic blocs or 

federatio1 s , to insure to all nations ec;_ual access to the ra v mate rial of the 

earth and to create the effective safeguar s against future aggr ession . This 

means a recreated LeaE;ue of 1Jations , structurally modified , backed by force and 

geared for action, ·whose memher nat ions ',rill consent to a modified sovereignty 

and foreco the ri ::._ ht of secession - a League ,..,nich n ill be empov1ered to revie-, 

treaties from time to time and to rectify .'rh2.t tin1.e rill . rove necessary . 

T:1e re 'Nill be great spiritual strain in our country after t 1e 1:mr. 

Eras of re const1"Uction are dangerous eras . Passions , hopes and fears run high. 

T:1e demagogues and t 1e political adventurers hope to find in the very fluidity 

of soci&l forms their great opportunity. Orthodox and ear- marted Fascist and 

Nazi doctrines and slogc:. ns -..·rill of course be discre~i ted . Dogmatism generall.,r, 

both of a political and economic character, is likely to suffe eclipse . But 

this ·will not preclude other attacks upon human ri :_;1ts and liberties under 

other guises c:-,.nd with other catchvrords , nor will it prevent the recru.descence 

of bicotry and intolerance ·1i1ich, for the duration , have gone underground in 

our and . The Ku Klux Klan 'ms 1a unched on t e ebb-tide of the last vrar, and 

capit2lized on the totalitarian pat .i.otism v,rhich the war engendered. In the 

severe a justments which will follovr the war in our country and w,1ic:1 ' ;ill pro

bably entail ;>eriods of inflation, depression and large- scale u.nem:9lo::1;1ent 

everybody ,rill be looking for scape[,oats . Some have theirs already "ell 

tethered in their br.ckyard.s . The hope , of course , is that the very fact that 

these thin6s 1 anpe ned a l t e r the last war may put J• cricans on their guard 

against t~eir re- occurance . 

Relicion which has so much at stake in this vrar - in fact the whole 

claS[iic Judaeo- Christian tradition is at stake -- is hoping , though it has no 

assurance , -· that this uar , corninc; so so on after the last , will sober t'·1e 

htunan race so tha.t it 1..-ill foresake the cynical and brutal mc::.terialism ,·1:1ich 

has led it fron one Golcotha to another, c:.nd vrill restore to respectability the 

eternal hW11c1n ideals ancl the spiritual values vlhich alone give significance to 

human life . Relirion hopes that tl is uar rdll mark the en of the persecu-

tions of races and minorities , the ex:;?loitation of hates , the total submcrr;cncc 

of the individual to tl1e state and the narro r nationalisms ·rhich have made 
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intarnational liie ugly, rie&n and cruel . eligion is hopin6 that the hard 
tasks of peace will evoke at le,1st some of those virtues which fiGhting free 
men evidence in war - courage , resoluteness , self- sacrifice and unity. 
For we shall have need of an even hi6her order of spiritual fortitude , of 
faith and vision, after the war, if we are to conserve those values for ·which 
our country is f i 6hting today, and for which brave men will die • 



, 
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THE SHAPE OF THLJGS TO COi,·IE 
by 

Dr . ·;·illia E. "{ickenden 

The stru6f;le for survi v,.l is still the greatest sl arpener of men ' s 
,.,rits and of their tools . A people at v:ar , convinced that they can ·tin in 
the norr.ial stride of business by sheer weight of real th, resources and indus
trial potential , can be looked to for little t1at is novel or startling . Un-
til three 'reeks ago only a fevf of our leaders had a sense of crisis . Our 
people at larf_e , including early all of our manacers and wor1:ers , are only 
now be£,innin6 to get it . Jhat ·1e h2..ve done in scientific and engineering 
circles to imnlement the war so far r:,,a r not be a reliable index of ·:rhat ·re 4 ~ 

are yet to see . Still , so e things are obvious E'nd if ve must brace our 
knees for the ris ~s of prophec..,r, we 1 "ta.J as v.rell becin Ii th them. 

The r.iost obvious of all is the vast increase of cert2in :o ~ 'S of 
in~ustriel capacity. Tl-e air-crc:ft inJustry is probably the nost spectacu-
lar . An index based on pre- war capaci t., is 1ard to fLx, figt.res are 6oing 
up so ra)idl . Ten to one nay be as rood a cuess as any. ~le sl all l c-,.Ve 
not only nore , but a co bigi;er , aster , hit;. er-po·1rered and more reliable 
plclnes . ·,n at ca :e do ·Ii.th then anci 0 .rit. our vast procuction capacity af
ter the uar is over? ·. Jhen ·,-;orld ',far 1 be;an , tl1e autonobile ·was an inciden
tal pleasure vel icle end the truck a novel t~r; w~ en it ende· , 2.utomoti ve 
trnns:::iort of both men and .oods hati bee one r.early universal . If 'ire repeat 
this bit of 1i sto1" in the realm of air transport , our nei[. bors Fred Cra·.1-
f or.: an Lee Cleg6 are 6oine: to be a,npl.,r j 1sti.Lie i tie r;reat e::::-,,ansio,1 of 
the Tho~pson Pro ucts Co. pan . 

Jext in t e spec ·:.acu ar or 1er is the fo -to-o e expan;"ion of the 
li&ht netc:ls industry, whic' in tu. n calls for bet 'ieen 2 an~ 3 millions of 
kilo-wat s of nmrer production ca aci t.. . •. e have been rapi ,.. increasing our 
steel-rr.al·:inG cap2.city for over a dec2.de , buil:iinc; up J.rom 37 nillion tons in 
1930 to over 90 million tons no·;, "ret ·He shall probably mal:e less steel in 
1942 than in 1941 for lack of necessary pig iron . 

The s mt etic rub1)er in us try is no·:; claiming the lime-liG 1t . It 
is a. neu industry dealin6 ,.fi tl1 products lone knovm in the che,:i.ists I s labora
tory. ·.:e are no·; tryinc haru to .:'ill in t1 e ga? between the patent spccifi-
ca tions e..nd the 11 kno-;;-hov; 1 of ple.nt- sc£:.le e:;:pe ri.ence . Synthetics are likely 
to replace tl e at al gum to only a li. itec1 ecree . I"O? :1e , t.1e natural 
rubber , is a versatile substat cc • rhich He '1&ve not succe€dcd in re::_:,roducinr; 
artifically. The sJnthetics are kindra matcriJ.ls of nor e specialized ro-
pertics . Neoprene , for exa1 plc , is outc-t£.ndin~ J.Or resistc.nce to oils ... nd 
to eat . Others excel in tensile strc 1c,t. , or resist.:: ce to ab asio , or 
other par"ticulars . The s., nt:1ctics cost mor to produce . ::::ven if eo:.; s 
could be cut in , alf by cotandardired -1uantity production, th.:; wou cl still be 
&bove the cost of natural ruboeJ. reccntlJ :Jrevailin6 u.n more than ou le the 
cost in c1 free co ilpeti tive market . 

The , hole art of plastics , in Yi. ic the artificial r b,Jers are in-
cluded, may lead us into a 1 ew era . The .,.etc.l econor in ,:hicl ue ave been 
living is one ,.Jhich leads ultimatel/ to its o·.-m doom t 1rour_;h depletion . If 
we exhaust t e · ron ore, then Hhat? Turn to al .inum, perhaps , since that 
material constitutes one-eighth of the earth 1 s crust. But aluninur'l requires 
e.n immense use of ene CY in its pro uction , and all the available ,rater- power 
would supply only e sr ·.11 part of hat mi[ht be needed. Plar-ti cs, on the 
other hand , are mostl r derive from hydro-carbons an.:.·. our read su:J. lies are 
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in the form of oil and coal . But oil and coal are the highly concentrc.ted 
remains of p:::-·e-histori c vegetable matters and sugr;est the interestin6 possi
bility th&t strong and durable materials of construction in the future may 
come from crops instead of from mines . People worr~r about the using up of 
mineral resources . Actually we are r.1erely betting on the ability of uture 
chemists and engineers to replace then from neu sources , a· d all experience 
tells us our confidence is justified. 

;/hile the cl1emists are busy, the physicists are not to be outdone . 
·Norl<l ~Jar 1 turned chemists into a profession having a habitat outside of 
college laboratories . That is now· happenin[ to the physicists and the sup
ply is desperately short . Some of their research products are likely to be 
revolutionary. Take , for exa':l.ple , the micro-vrave detector using extreriely 
short radio rraves ·.rhich oehave something like light. ~Ii th their aid it is 
possible to locate a.ccurately objects in the air or on the sea vrit in a 
range of 100 miles or l ess and to follovr their movements . Possession of 
these detecto rs has 6 i ven the British fleet immense superiority ovei· the 
Italians in the Uediterranean . They have been of immense value in the de-
fense of Britain a[;Etinst air attacks . ':Jhile still very complex anct co0tly, 
these new· devices give promise through futur,.J stc:.ndarclization and si:aflifi-
cation of creating a ne,.'l industry. Imacinc ships , ai r-craft and even auto-
mobiles of the future car~Jing st~ndard equipment vrhich ·would automatically 
detect their approach to any other objects &nd might even automatically make 
an ordinary collision impossible. 

Pressure to pro·'uce immensely moro in e; · at hc..stc is certain to 
revolutionize many of the arts of production. ···i lding iD one of the fields 
of grGatest promise , nher.::. spectacular time-savi g results mr.y bo obtained. 
I am told, .for e:;:a:11.ple , of a ce::ct;:i in desir,n of t2nk ·.Jhich hc.s been e::pori
rrientally uelded 1rith 1100 m2.n-!1ours of ~1Emd labor. Standardization mi[ht 
reduce the h2.nd operat.:..on to 800 man- ours, but if a satisfL.ctory automGtic 

• process can be ·.iOrkE:d out, it is hoped to cut the ficure to 200 . 

Let me anticipate the inevitable c.i.uestion, 11 .Are 1re going to release 
atonic energy in time to win the rrar? 11 tom.ic energy is not on the horizon, 
but, is ber;inning to c~st a glovr of expectation beyond the horizon. -1fc dare 
not :predict , . .rtien it ,d.11 be available . It is ',iell to remind ourselves that 
the likelii.1ood of any gr8at , fundamental discover,,r d:.:ring nar- ti:'.1"1.e is small . 
iJhile the energies of researc. rae n have been focussed on s~ecific emercencies 
in Ge :t.'many since Hitler ca:-ne to pmrer , and increasinr;ly in all the civilized 
uorld as his po Yer has spread, the progress of basic science has been dvrind
line: ever:r•rhere . The 6!'eatest practical a~~vances are likely to come as by
products of fun<.laraentul , unhurried and (lisintered research, but the reverse 
is never true . ·1e mi6ht as readily aestroy civilization by failure to nour-
ish it, as by failure to defend it . J:Ien ·,,mo seek ne\'i kno-,rlerlge for its 0 1:m 
saKe, Yritho 1t :topc of gain or material achieve .-i.e nt , are the true nourishers 
of civilization. It is urrent that t 11eir \ ork should r:o on unbroken and this w ~ 

fact gives great ~: i gn.:..fic&nce to the -. ork o.f that least practical c,. u:_1 of 
scientists , the &stronomers , ·,.-ho l1ave honored Cleveland by their gathering 
here earlier in this Heet . 

In explorinc the fields of science an technolo r,,J-, all trcils lead 
inevitably to thc:.t gre c~test of the i :m Lee iate ::,ost- -vrar •)roblems - that of 
transforming a world econorrr:r geared c:lY:J.ost exclu3ively to milite,ry needs to 
one serving social ·:ye lfare . It is im?ossible to form more t han a rou::::h 
guess of the number of ,eo~le in llorth Ancric& and ·.-restern Europe -:ho ·-.rill 
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have become ··rholly de· ....,ndent for their living on the pror1uction of arma:nent 
and specicl materials o.,_~ war. It vrill hardly be less than 2.50 millions . 
To bring their ef.:orts to an abru:?t stop i':ould invite econo"TI.ic c!1aos ancl 
social disaster. To convert thel71 promptly into a proJuctive econor.iy ·1hich 
will make good t e almost incalculable depletion of the equipment an' r oods 
of a norn&.l civilization, is likelJ to place an even more severe str"'-in on 
our technic..11 ingenui t.,r and organizi!'lg capacity than mobilization .for total 
Yar . -.-re in _11erica , at le est , -.vill have so expanded our industrial and 
agricultural pot ential as to make possible an economy of abundance such as 
men ave only dreamed of in the past. rt uill be of the ut:-:iost imrort,nce 
to avoid the shock of an ~brupt dislocation . Once our intricate in~ustrial 
machine is t~ ro ·m out of gear, it may be extremely difficult to get it ~oi.n6 
again . One cannot but aclmire the imacinative foresight of the General Elec-
tric CoP.1:;::,an r .rhich ::as directe each of its major uni ts to have rea J t ·ro 
ne ,r pro ucts , not hit:1erto proJuced, to aid in taking up the slack as vrar 
production tapers off . 

As to the :political arc~1itecture of some nev; 1irorld order, I }?refer 
to leave prediction in the aan ~ o·" others i.rho arc e;~pert in suc~1 a fi 2ld. 
I .roulc: risk only one ?r<>P 1ecy, th:.i.t the ,;:orld is being :relded by bloocl , 
svmat and tears into a gi--ou:J of larger economic units, in '.Lich the sort of 
technolo,:: ica .... economy ·;e have develope in t .e Unite States can operate ef
fecti vel.,r . Little nations lackin6 diversified resources and mass markets 
can not function in such r. systom. Let us ho,e , then , that the structure 
of vro_ ld peace 1nll be one based on economic intecration vri th its recoGni tion 
of nutual interests , rat:ier than some fetisl1 of self- determinc..tion -. .rhich makes 
for ~olitical disinte6ration, 
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Volume XVII WED E DAY, DECE IBER 31, 1941 

Start the New Year Right! A Look Into the Future! 

Hear a Four-Star Preview of 
Things to Corne by 

* Mayo Fesler 
* John W. Love 
* Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver 
*Dr.William E. Wickenden 

RESERVATIONS MUST BE MADE NOT LATER THAN 
TEN O"CLOCK SATURDAY MORNING 

Club Dining Room Saturday Noon January 3 

"The Shape of Thing to Come" 
is Symposium Saturday 

Four oted Clevelanders Will Look Into the Future 
of the . . A. 

TH fir t me ting of the new y ar -
1942 - will be an extraordinarily in

t r ting forum to tart thi critical 12 
month. 

It will be a sympo ium on "Th hape 
of Thing to ome" by four of he fore
mo t m n in their field in l ve1and. 

The four will b : 
R BBI BB HILLEL IL ER, 

piritual 1 ad r of Th T mpl . 
DR. WILLI M E. WI KE DE , 

pre id nt of School of Applied 
Scienc . 

AYO FE LER, dir ctor 
Citizen Leagu . 

JOH . LO E, busin " editor and 
column· t of The Pr . 

Th four thinker will look o he 
futur and try to tell us, what - in their 
r pective opinions - thi war wi11 bring 
in religion and ethics, in cience and in
vention. in politic and in bu in 

It i to be doubted wh ther a b tter 

combination on the four ubj cts ould 
b found in Great r l veland. Each 
speaker is a great leader in hi own field 
- each man's opinion r spected and 
Iol1owed by a great number of Cleve
lander as w l1 a many outsid th 
ph r of thi ity. 

e'll warrant ha h ir limp e in to 
th future will not b crystal gazing -
bu d finite id as in their r p ctive ub
jec of what will happ n and how. 

From conv r ations with the four 
peaker., by members of th Public f

f air om mitt as they w re arranging 
thi forum i appear that the four men 
are no in agreement on the gen r I 
i uation. 

On man· rather pe imi ti about he 
immediat future and thinks ha per
hap our ivilization is crumbling tast -
another speaker' look into th future 
has a rosy hue. 

(Continu d on page 4) 
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THE CITY 
Pu hh~hed we )d y e ccpt Jun e, Jul • and ugu\ t h•.: 

THE CITY CLUB OF CLEVELA D 
71 2 Vincent Av nue 

T lephone, M in 00 2 

nt red a second-cl ass matter, , eptember 20 19 16, 
at lev land, hio, under the ac t of , far h , 1 79. 

Pri ce, 0 ce nt a year. 

lh rt I. orn swe t, Prn1dent 
t oui B. Seltzer, /lia- Prnident 

J ames E. ' utl r, Trtasurtr 
J. J. Lafferty, , rcrttary 

DIRE OR : 
Ern t J. Bohn David ll. Jen in 

lb rt I. orn ,;w et J amc F . Linc In 
Jam s E. utler a t han Lo r 
Karl H. Driggs Lout. Rich 

arl G org Loui B .• d t7er 
R. T. . Ha rding Ka rl . Thomp on 

Editorial Committu 
ilton V idder, l1airman 

.. H. B 1er orm an Krichbaum 
. I. orn E. T. Randa ll 

H ... Tan nenbaum 
A dr-i1ory Jfember1 

arl D. Frit' holin 

Believe It or 
Thi i the las day of 1941 - and 

none too oon. Let' try to forge th 
human race and concentrate on - oh, 
ye : all-ou murder in order to r co- er 
ci ilization. 

nyway, here' a "b t wi h," which 
Cityzen Anton Rud clipp d om where: 

" Happy ew Y ar one nd all! 
ay you hav pl nty on the bal . 

nd may it very seldom mat r 
en you ar pitching, who's h 

batter." 
* • 

ityzen John ("Today' 
Th Pr ) Lov was in w ork las 
w ek on per onal busine . He ay 
he was attending a con ention of ati -
ticians and Economi ts n ith r of which 
he i : he went" o li t n o big word and 
profound thoughts in uncertain 
lik h e." 

* • * 
Lest you think that hairman W nd 11 

(Public Affairs Committ ) Fal graf wa 
loafing during he holiday w should 
tell you that he tried o get Win ton 
Churchill to speak at a forum m ing. 
H ev n had a S nator inter iew th 
Pr mier. 

• 
Cityzen Raymond (Kent niv rsity 

Dean of Men) Manche ter ha thi in hi 
recent "The Saturday Letter:" It might 
uggest omething to i yzen Frank 

(Mayor) Lau che: "In case you don' 
remember, January 1 is the day et apart 

for you to put all of your sins in a con
tainer and place he conglomeration on 
the out r curb o hat h city or some 
other organization may ake it to the 
pul lie dump." 

* * * 
ityzen arr Liggett may d ny it but 

this sounds like Hi Phillip : 
~ ITH POLOGIE 

Wh n th Hitler cease tc- hittle 
And he Goering no more gore; 
When no u oJinis muscle 
Into ' 1inciden " galore; 
When h Adolfs cea adolfing 
And the "Axis" gets the ax -
Then and no before then. mi ter, 

an thi littl world relax . 
* * * 

Probably the only noteworthy event 
of la t week wa a Holiday Party 
m.c.'d l y i yzen 1 ra] ter (Music and 
Li ratur ) B lding. t tendance wa 
limited. e hope by n xt week to pick 
up a Ji tl dirt about it . 

* * * 
Cityzen Phil (In uranc or Moulton 
nds c r full of prophecy 
d p • y Pharaoh' 
ea f w and th 

a the " acred 
cows" · hi 
ble. 

* * 

ow that th winter e on i coming, 
som of you ab nt-minded bro her 
again may b taking the wrong coat 
(anyway ome o her man' coat) off th 
clo h rack. Sa e ap . H nry Bank a 
lo of gri f by opping looking and h n 

* * 
frequ nc wi h which our ityz 
aking into th magazine prom 
: Vlhy not an u hor ' Table? 

Jame W. Havighurst who ap
th ov mb r land Bar 

tion Journal" with an arti I on 
age-Hour c .'' 

• • 
In the same i ·ue ityz n Ezra 

hapiro pre ent a humb-nail sketch of 
th lat J ustic Louis Brandi 

• • • 
TODAY' MBITIO 

Li of gr at men all r mind u 
We can make our liv sublime; 

And, depar ing, leav behind us, 
Picture in Look, Life or Tim . 

- M rrill Chilcot . 
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One Hundredtl1 Year of 

Plain Deale r 
F eted Jan11ar 7th 

On January 7th th I veland Plain D al r will b 100 y • r • ld, and 
a one a p t of th c lebration h uniqu Plain D al r Id Tim r luh 
will turn it 1 th annual lunch o i .to a bir hda par y. It ~ ill b h lrl 
in th ballroom at Ho l Holl nd n. 

The Old Tim r ' -lub i compo' cl of mpl ;-.•ho h· v compl t l 
20 y ars of continuou i h th n w pap r. m hing f h 
character of h pap r can b di rn d wh n i i • r v al d tha u f 
approximately 950 mploy ·, mor han 110 hav a fifth f a c ntury 
b hind them. 

Th annual initiation h Id b th club ha v b om f • m v n : in 
l land lor . Big, fat Radio Edit r Rob r . , µh· n roun l: up h 
ut • anding radio p rform r,s of th ci a 1d pro,rid • a pr f .·:i nal :h w. 

Howev r, th main v ni is h d a'l cl ilJitiation put n h old m m
b r for h hap izin f h n w. The Id ring amhiti n t b an 
actor, which di ingui h 'O many p op] , com .sou i Old Tim r: with 
a fury. 

W. G. Vorp , ld • er ar announ • hat h prin ipal 
p ak r hi r will Patt ~r ·on, nationally known ditor f th 

Tol do Bia ho u h ~ a l I· in D al r r por r. Pa t r • n 
ha r main d o r many y ar a clo, fri 1d of Plain D • I r Editor Paul 
B Barny, orp , and man~ oth rs on th ·taff. 

Loui Ri h ill again ondu th h 't • l ng a.· Plain D 1 r 
m mb r i h ha· ak n part Tim r:' par i •. Th 
ir und r Charl D. D ill d al: . 

Thi c I bra ion i o cial int o th ., i y lub, for 
the Plain D al r many m mb r • • ll • num r u • f rm r 
pr id nt and dir tor . 

COMING EVENTS 

January 10, 1942 • Captain Robert A. Bartlett 
January 17, 1942 • Senator Robert A. Taft 
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Commodore Beaumont Gives of ''Poems for Penguins," read his latest 
500 to City Club Foundation opus "Spinach" to the delectation of the 

THE new administration of the City members, and Appelate Court Judge 
Club got off to a flying start at the Daniel E. Morgan read a dramatic ex

annual meeting 10 days ago. cerpt from Walt Whitman' "Years of 
The new officers and board members the Modern." 

hit the bull's eye when Director athan Officers inaugurated along with Presi-
Loe er inaugurated the meeting with d~nt Co1:n we~t were Louis B. Seltzer, 
the announcement that Commodore v1ce-pres1dent, James E. Cutler, treas
Loui D. Beaumont sent the City Club u~er; and J. J. Lafferty_, secretary !or 
Forum Foundation another contribution , hrs 11th ~erm. New directors takmg 

th· · $500 offices, be~1des Mr. Loes er, were Carl 
- Th~s c:~k wa; obtained for the Club Geor~e, Ernest J. Bohn, and David H. 
through the services of Cityzen Na than J enkms. 
L. Dauby who represents the commodore 
in Cleveland, and Mr. Loesser, who Four-Star Preview 
represents the donor legally here. This 
brings the foundation reserve to $4500. (Continued from page 1) 

The inauguration of President Albert Of coure, this is not to be a debate, but 
I. Cornsweet was a solemn and short a round table. 
ceremony - solemn because of the times Originally it was thought that the 
and developments in the Far ast. symposium should deal only with the im-

His fir t action was to turn over the mediate future - something like .five 
facilities and man power of the Club to years, but discussions developed that to 
the Civilian Defense program. He offered narrow the subject to uch a hort time 
this to Mayor-Cityzen Frank J .. Lausche ' would be unfair both to the speaker~ and 
in the form "of the keys of the City the audience- and the subject was 
Club," which the mayor graciously ac- thrown open to an unlimited time. 
cepted. Thi meeting, too, will mark the bap-

President Cornsweet had this to say, tism of resident Albert I. Cornsweet on 
in part, on assuming office: he line of fire as chairman of hi fir t 

"The Ci y Club is truly a great insti- forum. 
tution in Cleveland - a thorough y The four speakers are so well known 
democratic institution. Its membership that we need not sketch their back
and its offices are open to every man grounds for you, except in a sentence or 
regardless of race, religion, color or sta- two. 
tion, yet it stand for :something in this Rabbi Silver, last year, concluded hi 
community. 25th year as spiritual leader of the An el 

"The man on the street the woman road temple; he is a magnificent speaker, 
in the home, the child in school - they as City Club member well know and 
an know and trust the integrity of its one of the leading thinkers of the coun4 

forum. try . 
.. During thi war and after this war the Dr. Wickenden is one of the out tand-

Ci y Club will continue to upho]d the ing educator in this country. His chool 
Bill of Rights and i forum shall con- i. one of the fine t technical universities 
tinue to be dedicated to freedom of and now, with defense foremo t in our 
speech." thought , the training he provides his 

Af er the olemnitie the annual meet- you:ig men today is of foremost im
ing had it fun too. The Orpheus Chorus portanc . 
again sang a group of songs under the Mr. Fe ler, director of the Citizens 
direction of ityzen harle D. Dawe; League for more than 20 year , wa the 
Frank Herbert played "Santa Clau " in fir t ecr tary of the ity Club. 
his inimitable way and Cityzen Wayne r. Love i a nationally-known 
Mack, of Station WGAR, pr ented hi columni t on bu in affair.;. His "To
"Master Mind " program with Cityzens, day's Business" i one of the mo t wide
E. H. Bevier, M. E. Buehrle, Michael ly-read columns of its kind. Before he 
Lucak, Don Mills, Frank Cain and Earl joined The Pres he conducted "The 
Hoover. By-Product" column in The Plain 

Joseph S. Newman, lyricist and author Dealer. 
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Dr. Abba Hillel Silver, one of Amer1oa 1 e great 
scholars and leaders, is noted for his succinct 
summations of the trend of an era and his pene
trating analyses of current problems. He be
lieves that it is time -- even while we are in 
the midst of war -- to be steeled to the prob
lems of peace. In this statement, he summariz
es the prospects that must be feared -- and 
shaped. 

• • • The Editor 

UP 

23, 1942 

Spiritually and ethically the shape of things to come is 
very blurred. 

One cannot forget that the last world war was fought for the 
very same objectives as this war and against the same foe. The war 
was won and yet, following it, the world entered one of the moat dis
ast_rous periods in history, a breakdown and blackout period, culminat
ing in this second world war. 

Why did victory lead to defeat? Not because the Versailles 
Treaty was vicious. It was no better and no worse than similar treat
ies which are imposed by victors upon vanquished. The recognition of 
the independence of Belgium, Poland, Czeohoslovak1a and Austria, the 
acceptance of the principles of the rights of minorities, and the es
tablishment of the League of Nations marked definite forward steps. 
The failure of the peace was due first to a lack of ea:nomic for esight. 
Political self-determination was confused with economic self-suffici
ency. Tho failure was also due to defects in the structure of the 
League. The League was not given military power to enforce its deci
sions. Tho right of secession was reserved to the member nations and 
a unanimous vote was required for all important decisions of the As
sembly and the Council. The failure of the United States to join the 
League was u nigh mortal blow, and the failure of Great Britain, France 
and the other principal signatories to live up to the letter or the 
spirit of the covenant comploted its ruin. 

{Continued on Page 2B) 
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It was this last failure-~ essentially a moral one - the 
failure to assume responsibility for worid peace or,having assumed 1t 1 

to live up to it -- which was p1.nc1pally responsible for the wreck of 
the first important and promising experiment in world pacification. 
Statesmen called national cowardice non-entanglement, and the success
ive acts of betrayal of the L-~ ~gue appeasement, and so another world 
war was blunderingly concouted. Those nations which did not wish to 
intervene for peace are now intervening in war and the peacemongers 
turned out to be the real warmongers. 

What will come after this war? Will victory again lead to 
defeat? This will depend largely upon the moral attitude of the vic
tor lous Allies towards a revived and revised world union. All the 
etn!'cal promises of an Allied victory depend entirely upon it. 

Europe and other parts of the globe will be ravaged after 
the war. Fru~ine, poverty, misery and hate will stalk over the face of 

the earth. There will be ruined economies, social collapse and revol
utions in every defeated country -- just as after the last war. Mil
lions of people will seek new homes in a world which will be inhospi
table to immigration. The youth of half the world which has been in
doctrinated with the racial and nationalistic mythologies of dictator
ship will be spiritually lost and unsuited to a democratic way of 
life which they had been tnught to hate and despioe. There will· also 

be resentments, rivalries and recriminations among the victorious Al
lies -- just as after the last war. Will the British Empire and the 
Union of Soviet Socialist Republics and the United States of America 
share reconcilable views on world reconstruction at the peace table? 
Will their economic interests be compatible? And will they agree on 
the basic freedoms which should be guaranteed to men and nations? 

, 

Under these conditions tho attempt to build a peaceful and 
stable social order will tax the intellectual and spiritual resources 
of human statesmanship to the utmost. 

It is idle to assume that an era of peace and good will will 
set 1n right after the war and as a sure consequence of the peace. 
The long protracted agony of our epoch wherein capitalism is evolving 
into new forms by way of a transition even more violent than that of 
feudalism at the close of the Middle Ages, will not end with this war; 

for stable new economic forms, compatible with human freedom and se
curity, have not yet emerged. The most that we can hope for is that 
this war will put an end to political aggression and imperialistic 
adventure which are anachronisms in the modern world, breeding war, 
and fatally interfering with the efforts of peoples to make their dif
ficult adjustments to the requirements of the new technological ag,e. 
The defeat of Hitleriam will give free nations a chance, and only a 
chance, to continue their planning and experimenting for a more j~at 
social order WJ1ch will combine safety with civilization. 

The peacemakers, in my judgment, will not be able to solve 
all or many of the manifold problems which will confront the world at 

the time of the armistice -- nor should they attempt to. Their pri
mary concern should be to restore freedom to the conquered peoples, 
within reg~onal economic blocs or federations, to insure to all na
tions equal aocese to the raw material of the earth and to create the 
effective safeguards against future aggression. This means a recreat

ed League of Nations, structurally modified, backed by force and gear
ed for action, whose member nations will consent to a modified sover
eignty and forego the right (Continued on Page 3B) 
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of secession - a League which will be empowered to review treaties 
from tim~ to time and to rectify what time will prove necessary. 

There will be great spiritual strain in our country after 
the war. · Eras of reconstruction are dangerous eras. Passions, hopes 
and fears ru.n high. The dem::.~or;ues and the political adventurers hope 
to find in the very fluidity of social forms their great opportunity. 
Orthodox and ear-marked Fascist and Nazi doctrines and slogans will 
of course be discredited. Dogmatism generally, both of a political 
and economic characterJ ie likely to suffer eclipse. But this will 
not preclude other attacks upon human rights and liberties under other 
guises and with other catchwords, nor will it prevent the recrudescenoo 
of bigotry and intolerance which, for the duration, have gone under
ground in our land. The Ku Klux Klan was launched on the ebb-tide of 
the last war, and capitalized on the totalitarian patriotism which 
the war engendered. In the severe adjustment which will follow the 
war in our country and which will probably entail periods of infla
tion, depression and large-scale unemployment everybody will b e look
ing for scapegoats. Some have theirs already well tethered in their 
backyards. The hope, of course, is that the very fact that the s e 
things happened after the last war may put Americans on their guard 
against their reoocurrence. 

Religion which has so much at stake in this war -- in fact 
the whole classic Judaco-Christian tradition is at stake -- is hoping, 
though it has no assurance, •~ that this war, coming so soon after the 
last, will sober the human race so that it will forsake the cynical 
and brutal materialism which has led it from one Golgotha to another, 
and will restore to respectability the et ernal human ideals and the 
spiritual val ues which alone give significance to human life. Reli
gion hopes that this war will mark the end of tho persecutions of 
races and minorities, the exploitation of hates, tho total submerg
ence of the individual to the state and the narrow nationalism which 
have made international life u~ly, mean and cruel. Religion is hoping 
that the hard tasks of peace w_ll evoke at least some of those vir
tues which fighting free men evidence in war -- courage, resoluteness, 
self-sacrifice and unity. For we shall hnve need of an even higher 
order of spiritual fortitude, of faith and vision, after the war, if 
we are to conserve those values for which our country is fighting to
day, and for which brave men will die. 

________ ... 

Copyright 1942 by INDEPENDENT JEWISH rRESS SERVICE, Inc. 
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. Europ' and o h •r par:-.. of hl' g-loh" will be ra,·.q.;t'll 
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Th youth of half th world whi ·h ha: hel'n indol'trinatt>d 
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h p •: and f •ar: run high. Th d •mag-ogu •: and h, poli i ·al 

ad\ ntur •r: hop' o find in th• v •ry fluidity of :o ·ial form: 
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SPIRIT ALL and ihicall. 
the hap of thing to c me 
i ry blurr d. 

On cannot forg t that th 
la world war wa: fought f r 
th ery ame obj ctiv s a this 
war and again:t th ._am fo . 
Th war wa won and y t, f l-
1 wing it, th \Vor1d nt red on 
of the mo t disa trou, p riods in 
hiAory, a br akdown and black
out p ri d culminating in thi. 

c nd world war. 
Why did victory 1 o d f al'? ot 

u e th rw Tr aty wa.· 
u . It wa, no b and no worse 

. imilar treat hi im-
•d by victor: upon van Th 
gnition of th • cl 'P of 
rium, Poland, o:lovakia and 
tria th a • p of t ·nci-

of the right: of minor1 • nd 
•, tabli:hm n of th L , of 

5 

Engulfed by hatred and fear 

we should be steeled against 

the grave problems of peace 

• Ii i. io ns of 1wople will :C'C'k new homt•: 
in a world wh ich will h • inhospitabl 
l o i1111i g- rntion. The y uth of half 
the \\'nr 1d which ha: lw~n indo •trinat
c J , •. ith the ra~·ial and nalionali:tir 
uyth lo.~ ie ,-, of didatorship ·will h 
~ p: 1 ituall,\' lo 0 l and unsuilC'd to a d m
o<.·, al :c way of lif which they had 
h en taught to hale and despi:c. Th re 
, , ill al o UC' r • ·<.•ntm •nt.·, ri\'alrit•. and 
l' • rim'nation .- among- th victoriou.
Allies jL:st a: aft r tht• last war. Will 
th British Empir ,tncl lht• nion of 
Sovi l Scciali:,;l R •publics and th 

nited State~· of Amc1·ica shar • recon
cilabl • views on world r •ronstruction 
a t the p •acl labl ? Will lh ir eco
no•-., i • inten• ;t. b compatihl ? nd 
will thC'y a ~. <.' P on the bm,ic freedoms 
which . hould b g-uaranlt• •d to m •n 
nnd na tions? 
. l nc~er the •:e ('onditions th• atl mp 
,o build a p<'a~· •ful and :table :ocial 
o rd r will lax lht• int II dual and 
:pir:tual re. ourtC's of human . tate:-
1 ·a nship to th • utmost. 

It i.- id! to a ·sum • that an era of 
pear . and good will will :el in right 
aft('!' th t• war and a: a surC' con:•
quent t• 1 f the peat . The long- pro-
1 ,-.--. •• 4 

'"'' ' • ti ,,, ,... r .... .. ..... ..- •r-- , ... ~ l • ... i . ... ... : . ... 

c ·ip il a \hm i: '"olvinK inlo new forms 
h·.- way of a t,·an ·ition ev n mor vio
lent 1°1-:an that of ft'udali s 111 at t h<.• 
·lo~· of tht- :\l'ddlt• A.~t•s , will not nd 
w:th thi s war; fo r s !abl • new eeo
n 1 ·1ic for m.-. c·ompatibl wi h human 
freed, m and : curity, hav not y l 
•mN:~ d. 

By DR. ABBA HILLEL SIL VER 

Th e mo ,t I hat we• can hope for is 
that tl1is war will put an end to po
li'ical ~•ggr : ·ion and imp •riali . ti· 
"<h c•n1 ure wh ·eh ar anal'hronisms in 
t1 1c r>1 1 clc>rn world , hr• ,Jing war, and 
fa ' ally int •rforing with th ffort!". of 
p0opl . to mak their difficult adju. t
nwnt: to th• , equir m ntR of the n w 
te"hnolog ical age. Th d •f at of Hit
leri"m will giv fr •e nation.- a chanc , 
ancl onl? a chan • •, to conlinu th ir 
planning- and exp rim nting for a 
more ju:l :ocial ord r whi h will com
bin • :af ty with civilization. 

• atiom; mark cl 
.·t ,p.-. The failur 
due fir:,;l lo a la k 
:ig-ht. Political 
wa.- c nfu.- •cl with 
fkicncy. 

d finit forward 
of th, peac wa.
of conomi • for -
self-detcrm i na lion 
•conomic .- lf-:uf-

No Military Power 
Th failut· wa: al:o du to d f 1·t: 

in th :lructur of th L ague. Th(' 
L a~u wa.- not giv •n military pow r 
to nfon· • it d ·i ·ion . Th• right of 
.- c ion waR r . rv cl to th m •mbcr 
nation. and a unanimou: vote wa: re
quir •d for all imporlan d ci.-ion: of 
th ~:cmblv and the oun ·ii. Th 
failur of th • nit d 'tat . to join the 
L •agu wa,· a high mortal blow, and 
th failur of Gr at Britain, Franc 
and th, other principal , ig-natori to 
liv • up to th I tt r r the , pirit f 
the cov nant ompl t •d it · ruin. 

It wa. thi: la:t failure e:l< ntially 
a moral on •- th' failur to a:. um r -
:pon:ibility for world p ac or, having 
a ·:umed it, to live up to it- , hich 
,a.- 1rincipall r•. ponsibl for th 

wr ck of the first imporlant and 
promi: mg 'XP •rim nt in world pacifi
cation. tate:m •n call cl national 
cowardi • non-('ntang-1 m nt, and th' 
:uc1·e ·:iv acts of b lrayal of th' 
L •a~u , appea !-!em 1 11t, and so anoth r 
world war wa-; blund ringly concoct
ed. Thos , nations which dicl not wi. h 
to inten ne for peac ar now int r
v ning- in war and the p ac monger: 
turned out to b , th r al warmong •r:. 

\ ' hat will com• aft r thi.- war? 
Will dclory ag·ain I ad to def at? 
Thi: will cl p nd larg ly upon th' 
moml altitud • >f th• victoriou • 1li .
toward.· a r viv •cl and r •vi: d world 
un ion . 11 th , , hi ·al prorni • '!-! of an 
Alli ,d ,·i tory d p nd •ntir ly upon it. 

Sees Europe Ravaged 
Europ and oth •r part.:· of the glob• 

will b rava1~ d aft r th• war. Fam
in , povNty, mi:<.•ry and hat wil l 
. talk o ('r th• fa ·e of th• arth. Th •r 
will b • ruined • ·onomi •:, :ocial ·ol~ 
lap: and r volution in •ry d f at-

d c untry- ju:t a after th la:t ar. 

(Continued on Pag e 39) 
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The peac mak r , in my judgm n , 
will not b able to ol all or many 
of the manifold problem which will 
confront the world at the time of th 
armi tice-nor hould they att mpt t . 
Their primary conce1·n hould be to 
re tor f to the conqu r 
ple , wit gi nal c nomic bl 
federatio in ure to all 
qual ac o the ra, ma 

the ea1·th and to creat the 
af uard a ain t future ag 

Thi mean a recreated Leag 
tio tructurally m dified, b 
for and g a1· d for actio , 
member nation will con ent l o 
modified • nt and for go 
right of -a Leagu 
v ill be e d to r vi w tr 
from tim and to r ctif:y t 
time will p1 ce ary. 

Ther wil reat piritual t ain 
in our coun er th war. Era of 
recon tru tion are dang rou ,e1·a . 
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THE SHAPE OF THINGS TO COME 
THE AFTERMATH OF WAR 

By Dr. Abba Hillel Silver 

fatally interfering with the fforts 
' of peoples to mak their difficult 
adjustments to th r quirements 
of th new technological ag . The 

i d f at of Hitlerism will giv free 
I 

nations a chanc , and only a 
Dr. Abba Hillel Silver. one L I chanc to continu their planning 

I 

ague app asement, and so , and xp rimenting for a mor just 
of America's great scholars anoth r world war was blund r- 1 social ord r which will combine 
and leaders. is noted for his 

1

• ingly concocted. Those nations saf ty with civilization. 
succinct summations of the . which did not 'Ni~r, to int rv n 
irend of an erci and his pene- I for p d e ar uO'r 1nt ·r ening in The P .acemak rs. in my judg
trating analyses of current ! war and th peac mongers turn d . m nt, will not b abl to olv 11 
problems. He believes that it out to be the real warmongers. [ or many of th manifold probl ms 
is time-even while we are in which will confront th world a t 
the midst of war-to be steel- What will com after this war? l th tim of th armistic - nor 
ed to the problems of peace. Will victory again 1 ad to d f at? 1· should they att mpt to. Their pri-
In this statement, he summar- I Thi will depend largely upon the mary concern should b to r store 
izes the prospects that must moral attitude of the victorious freedom to the conqu r d p oples 

d Alli s towards a reviv d and r - within r gional conom1·c blocs or' be feared-and shape . 
-The Editor vis d world union. All th ethical federations, to insure to all na-

promis s of an Allied victory d - tions qual access to the raw ma-
Spiritually and ethically the pend ntirely upon it. t rial of the earth and to create 

shap of things to come is very Europe and other pans of th th effective safeguards against 
blurred. globe will ravaged after the war. future aggression. This means a 

On cannot forget that the last Famine, poverty, misery and hat r creat d League of Nations, 
world war was fought for the v ry will stalk over the face of the i structurally modified, backed by 
same objectiv s as this war and I arth. Ther will be ruined econo-1 force and geared for action , w hose 
against the same fo . The war was mies, social collapse and revolu-1 m mber nations will consent to a 
won and } et, following it, the tions in ev ry defeated country- modifi d sovereignty and for go 
w orld entered one of the most just as after the last war. Millions th right of secession-a League 
disastrous p riods in history, a of P opl will seek new homes in which will be empower d to re
breakdown and blackout p riod, a world which will b inhospi- vi w tr aties from tim to time 
culminating in this cond world tabl to immigration. Th youth and to r ctify what tim will 
war. of half th world which has b n prove nee ssary. 

W hy did victory l ad to d f at? I ind?ctrif.la~ d with th racial and There will be gr at spiritual in 
Not b caus th V rsaill s Tr aty natw~ahs_tic myt~o_logies of dicta- our country aft r th war. Eras 
was viciou . It was no better and torship will be spiritually lost and of r construction ar dangerous 
no wors than similar treati s 1 ~nsuH ~ to a democratic way of eras. Passions, hop sand fears run 
which ar imposed by victors hfe which they had b en taught high. Th demagogues and th 
upon vanquished. Th r cognition I to hat . and despise •. -1~, will political adventur rs hop to fi nd 
of th ind p ndenc of B lgium, ! also . b. 1 ~ ntments, n In s and in the v ry fluidity of social forms 
Poland Cz cho lovakia and Aus- r cnmi~atI ~ a~ong .victoI - 1 th ir gr at opportunity. Orthodox 
tria, th ace ptanc of th princi- ous AU~ - JUSt c1s afte h last an ar-marked Fa ci t and Nazi 
pl of th rights of minoriti s war. W_ill th • British Empir and doctrin s and slogans will of 
and th stablishm nt of th' th ~mon of So i t Socialist R - c urse b discr dit d . Dogmati m 
L agu of ations mark d d finit pubh~s and th United Stat of g n rally both of a political an 
forward st p .Th failur of th Am nca har r concilabl vi \ s conomic charact r, i lik ly to 
p ac wa du fir t to a lack of on \ 0rld r conStruction at th suff r clip . But this will not 
conomic for sight. Political s lf- ~ ac tabl ? Will th ir pr clud other attacks upon hu-

d t rmination was confus d with mt r st b compatibl man rights and lib rti s und r 
conomic s lf-suffici ncy. Th th . gr on the basic fr olh r guises and with oth r catch-

failur was also du to d f cts which should b guarant words nor will it pr v nt th r _ 
in th structur f th L a m n and nation ? crud sc nc of bigotryand tol r-
Th L agu was n t given Und r thes c nditions th at- anc which, for the durati n have 
tary pO\ r to nforce its d _ t mpt to build a peac ful and gon und r ground in our land. 
sion . Th ri ht of s cession was I· table social order ill tax th I Th Ku Klux Klan was launch d 
r rv d to th m mb r nation mt 11 ctual and piritual r - n the bb- di of th la t war, 
and a unanimou vot was r _ 1 urc s of human stat smanship capitaliz d on th totalitarian pa
quir d for all important d cisions to th utmo t. I trioti m which th war ng nd r
of th A mbly and the Council. It is idl to as ume that an era d. In the s v r adjustm nt 
Th failur of th nit d Stat s of p ac and go d wi11, ill t which will follow th war in our 
to join th L agu was a high in right aft r th war and a a country and which will probably 
mortal bl w, and th failure of sur cons qu nc of th p ace. ntail P riods of inflation, d pr s
Gr at Britian, France and th The long protract d agony of our si n and larg -seal un mploy-
other principal signatorie to liv poch wh r in capitalism is m nt v rybody will b looking 
up to th 1 tt r or th spirit of th volving into n form by way for cap goats. Som hav th irs 
cov nant compl t d its ruin. of a trasition v n mor iol nt alr ady well teth r d in th ir 

It was this last failur - ss nti- than that ff udalism at th clos backyards. Th hop of cours , 
ally a moral on -the failure to of th Middl Ag s will not end is that the v ry fact that these 

responsibility for world with this war· for stabl n w co- things happ n d aft r th last 
P ac or ha ing a sum d it to nomic forms compatibl with hu- war may put Am ricans on th ir 
liv up t it-which was princi- man fr dom and curity, hav guard against th ir r ccurr nee. 
pally r pon ibl for the wr ck of I not y t m rg d. Th most that R ligion which ha so much a 
th fi t important and promi in • w can hop for is that this war stak in this ar-in fact th 
exp rim nt in world pacification. will put an nd to political aggr s- whol classic J uda o-Christia 
S~at sme.l call d national cowar- sion and imperiali tic adv ntur traditi n is at stak -is hoping 
die no~ ntangl ment, and th hich ar anachronisms in the th ugh it has no assuranc , t h a 
succ ssiv acts of betrayal of th mod rn world , breeding war, an d Con tinued on Page 12 
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generally, both of a political and 
economic character, is likely to uf
fer eclipse. But this will not pr . 
elude other attacks upon human 
right and libertie under oth r 
gui es and with oth r catchword 

' nor will it prevent th r crud s-
c nc of bigotry and intol ranc 
which, for the duration, have gon 
underground in our land. Th Ku 
Klux Klan , as launch d on th 
bb-tide of the last v ar, and capi 

taliz d on th totalitarian patrio
ti m which the war eng nd r d. In 
th ver adju tm nt \! hich will 
follow the war in our ountry and 
which will probably entail p riod 
of inflation, d pres ion and larg -
cal unemploym nt v rybod 
ill b looking for cap goat . 

om have their alr ady well 
ethered in their backyard . Th 

hop , of cour , i that th 
fact that thes thing happ n d 
after the last war may put Am ri 

on their guard again t th ir 

Religion which ha o much at 
stake in this war-in fact th whole 
classic Judaeo-Chri tian tradition i 
at take-i hoping, though it ha 
no a urance-that thi war, com
ing o oon after th last, will ob r 
th human race o that it will for
ak th cynical and brutal mat r -

iali m which ha 1 d it from on 
Golgotha to another, and will r -
stor to r p ctability th t rnal 
human ideals and the piritual val-
ue which alone giv ignificanc 
to human life. Religion hop that 
this war will mark th nd of th 
pers cution of rac and minori-
tie , th exploit tion of hat , th 
total ubm rgence of th individual 
to the tat and the narrow nation
ali m which hav made int rna
tional life ugly, mean and cru 1. 
Religion i hoping that th hard 
ta k of p ac will evoke at 1 a t 
om of tho virtue which fight-

ing fr m n evidenc in war-
courag , resoluteness, If. acrific 
and unity. For we shall hav n d 
of an even higher order of piritual 
fortitude, of faith and vision, aft r 
th war, if we are to conserve tho e 
values for which our country i 
fightlni today, a for which brave 
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erica share reconcilable views 
on world reconstruction at the 
peace table? Will their econo
nomic interests be compatible? 
And will they agree on the bas
ic freedoms which should be 
guaranteed to men and nations? 

Under these conditions the at
tempt to builQ.M. peaceful and 
stable social dftllr- will tax the 
intellectual and spiritual re
sources of human statesman
ship to the utmost. 

It is idle to assume that an 
era of peace and good will will 
set in right after the war and 
as a sure consequence of the 
peace. The long protracted ag
ony of our epoch wher.ein cap
itali m is evolving • into new 
forms by way of a transition 
even more violent than that of 
feudalism at the close of the 
Middle Ages, will not end with 
this war; for stable new econo
mic forms, compatible with hu
man freedom and security, have 
not yet emerged. The most that 
we can hope for is that this 
war will put an end to political 
aggression and imperialistic ad
venture which are anachronisms 
in the modern world, breeding 
war, and fatally interfering 
with the efforts of peoples to 
make their difficult adjust
ments to the requirements of 
the new technological age. The 
defeat of Hitlerism will give 
free nations a chance, and only 
a chance, to continue their plan
ning and experimenting for a 
more just social order which 
will combine safety with civili
zation. 

The peacemakers, in my judg
ment, will not be able to solve 
all or many of the manifold 
problems which will confron 
the world at the time of the 
armistice-nor should they at 
tempt to. Their primary con
cern should be to restore free
dom to the conquered peoples, 
within regional economic blocs 
or federations, to insure to all 
nations equal access to the raw 
material of the earth and to cre
ate the effective safeguard 
against future aggression. This 
means a recreated League of 
Nations, structurally modified, 
backed by force and geared for 
action, whose member nations 
will consent to a modified sov
ereignty and forego the right of 
seces ion-a League which will 
be empowered to review treat
ies from time to time and to rec
tify what time will prove nee-
~ sary. 

There will be great spiritual 
strain in our country after the 
war. Eras of reconstruction are 
dangerous eras. Passions, hopes 
and fears run high. The dem
agogue and the political adven
turers hope to find in the very 
fluidity of social forms their 
great opportunity. Orthodox and 
ear-marked Fascist and Nazi 
doctrines and slogans will of 
course be discredited. Do t
~~~~l,M,..,!,...., htV.o -
and economic character, is like
ly to suffer eclipse. But this 
will not preclude other attacks 
upon human rights and liber
tie under other gui es and with 
other catchword , nor will 1t 
prevent the recrudescence o 
bigotry and intolerance which 
for the duration, have gone un 
derground in our land. The K 
Klux Klan \: a launched on th 
ebb•tide of the la t war, an 
capitalized on the totalitaria 
patriotj,.<; m which the war en 
gendered. In the evere adju t 
ment , hich will follow the war 
in our country and which wil 
probably ntail period of in 
flation, depre ion and large 
cale unemployment everybod 

will be looking for capegoats. 
ome have their · already well 

teth red in their backyard . Th 
hope, of cour e, is that the very 
fact that the e thing happen 
ed after the la t war may put 

mericans on their guard 
again t their reoccurrence. 

Reli ion which ha o much 
at take in thi war-in fact 
the whole cla ic Judaeo-Chri -
tian tradition i at take-i. hop
ing, though it ha no assurance, 
-that thi war, coming o soon 
after the last, will ober the 

human race so that it will fore
sake the cynical and brutal ma
terialism which has led it from 
one Golgotha to another, and 
will restore to respectability the 
eternal human ideals and the 
spiritual values which alone give 
significance to human life. Reli
gion hopes that this war will 
mark the end of the persecu
tions of races and minorities, 
the exploitation of hates, the tot
al submergence of the individ
ual to the state and the narrow 
nationalism which have made 
international life ugly, mean and 
cruel Religion is hoping that 
the hard tasks of peace will 
evoke at lea t some of those 
virtues which fighting free men 
evidehce in war-eourage, res
oluteness, self-sacrifice and un-
ity. For we shall have need of 
an even higher order of spiri
tual fortitude, of faith and vis
ion, after the war, if we are to 
conserve those values for which 
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The Shape of Things To Come 
The Aftermath of W a r 

SPIRITUALLY and ethically the 
hape of thing to come is very 

blurred. One cannot forget that 
the la t world war wa fought for 
the very same objectives as this war 
and again t the same foe. The war 
was won and yet, following it, the 
world entered one of the most dis
astrou· periods in history, a break
down and blackout period, culmin
ating in thi second world war. 

Why did victory lead to defeat? 
ot because the Versailles Treaty 

was vicious. It was no better and no 
worse than similar treatie which are 
impo ed by victors upon vanquished. 
The recognition of the independence 
of Belgium, Poland, Czechoslovakia 
and Austria, the acceptance of the 
principles of the rights of minorities, 
and the establishment of the League 
of acions marked definite forward 
steps. The failure of the peace was 
due fir t to a lack of economic fore
sight. Political elf-determination wa 
confused with economic elf-suffi
ciency. The failure wa also due to 
defects in the structure of the 
League. The League was not given 
military power to enforce its deci
sions. The right of ecession wa re-
erved to the member nation and a 

unanimous vote wa required for all 
important decisions of the As embly 
and the Council. The failure of the 
United States to join the League was 
a nigh mortal blow, and the failure 
of Great Britain France and the 
other principal ignatories to live up 
to che letter or the piri t of the 
covenant completed it ruin. 

1t wa this la t failure - e ential
ly a moral one - the failure to a -
ume responsibility for world peace 

or, having assumed it, to live up to 
it - which wa principally re pon -
ible for the wreck of the fir t im
portant and promi ing experiment in 
world pacification. tate men called 
national cowardice non-entangle
ment, and the ucces ive act of 
betrayal of the League appea ement, 
and o another world war was blu'n
deringly concocted. Tho e nation 
which did not wi h to intervene for 
peace are now intervening in war 
and the peace-monger turned out to 
be the real war-mongers. 

• I 

WHAT will come after this war? 
Will victory again lead to defeat? 

Thi will depend largely upon the 
moral attitude of the victoriou Al
lie toward a revived and revi ed 
world union. All the ethical promi e 
of an Allied victory depend entirely 
upon it. 

Bv DR. ABBA HILLEL IL VER 

Dr. Abba Hillel Sil L'er, one of A111erica's great scholar a11d 
leader, is noted for bis succi11cf summations of the trend of an era 
a11d hi penetrating analyses of current problems. Ile bclit·L e that ii 
is time - even Z11hile we are in the midst of war - to be teded lo 
the problems of J,eacc. 111 this st,1te111e11t, be mmmari::es the prosJ1ect 
!hat 11111 t be feared - a11d shaped. - THE EDITOR. 

Europe and other parts of che 
globe will be ravaged after the war. 
Famine, poverty, misery and hate 
will talk over the face of the earth. 
There will be ruined economic , o
cial collap e and revolution in every 
defeated country - ju t as after che 
la t war. Million of people will eek 
new home in a world which will be 
inhospitable to immigration. The 
youth of half the world which has 
been indoctrinated with the racial 
and nationalistic mythologie of dic
tator hip will be piritually lost and 
unsuited to a democratic way of life 
which they had been taught to hate 
and despi e. There will al o be re-
entments, rivalrie and recrimina

tions among the victoriou Allie -
just as after the last war. Will the 
British Empire and the Union of 
oviet Sociali t Republic and the 

United tate of America hare H!

concilable view on world recon-
truction at the peace table? Will 

their economic interest be com
patible? And will they agree on the 
ba ic freedoms which hould be 
guaranteed to men and nation ? 

l DER these conditions the at
tempt to build a peace£ ul and 

table ocial order will ta the intel
lectual and piritual re ource of 
human tate manship co the utmo t. 

It is idle to a ume that an era of 
peace and govd will will et in right 
after the war and a a ure con e
q uencc of the peace. The long pro
tracted agony of our epoch wherein 
capitali m i evolving into new forms 
by way of a tran ition even more 
violent -chan that of feudali m at the 
clo c of the Middle Age , will not 
end with thi war; for table new 
economic forms, compatible with 
human freedom and ecurity, have 
not yet emerged. The mo t that we 
can hope for i that thi war will put 
an end to political aggres ion and 
imperiali tic adventure which are 
anachroni m in the modern world, 
breeding war, and fatally interfering 
with the effort of people to make 
their difficult adjustments to the re
quirements of the new technological 
age. The defeat of Hiderism will 
give free nation a chance, and only 

a chance, to continue their planning 
and experimenting for a more ju t 
ocial order which will combine afe
ry with civilization. 

1..,HE PEACEMAK R , m my 
judgment, will not be able co 

olve 11 or many of the manifold 
problems which will confront the 
world at the time of the armi ti e -
nor hould they attempt co. Their 
primary concern hould be to re tore 
freedom to the conquered peoples, 
within regional economic blo ks or 
federation co in ure to all nations 
equal ac es to the raw material of 
che arth and to create the effe tive 
afeguard again t future aggres ion. 

Thi mean a recreated League of 
ation , stru rurally modified, back

ed by force and geared for action, 
who e member nation will con ent 
to a modified overeigncy and forego 
the right of eces ion - a League 
which will be empowered to review 
creacie from time to time and to 
rectify what time will pro e nece -
ary. 

There will be great piritual train 
in our country after the war. ras of 
recon truction are dangerou eras. 
Pa ion , hope and fear run high. 
The demagogue and the politi al ad
venturer hop to find in the ery 
fluidity of ocial form their great 
opportunity. Orthodox and ear-
marked a ist and azi doctrine 
and logan will of cour be di -
credited. Dogmati m generally, both 
of a political and economi character, 
i likely to uffer eclip e. Bue this 
will not preclude other attack upon 
human right and libertie under 
ocher gui e and with other catch
word , nor will it prevent the re
crudescence of bigotry and intoler
ance which, for the duration, have 
gone underground in our land. The 
Ku Klux Klan wa launched on the 
ebb-tide of the la t war and 
capitalized on the totalitarian pat
rioti m which the war engendered. 
In the evere adju tment which 
will ,follow the war in our country 
and which will probably entail per
iod of inflation, depression and 
large-scale unemployment everybody 
will be looking for capegoats. Some 
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have thein already well tethered in 
their backyard . The hope, of our , 
is that the very fact that the e thing 
happened after the la c war may put 
u on our guard ag:iin t their re
occurren e. 

H _ELIGI which ha o mu h at 
take in thi war - in fa c the 

whole cla i Judaco- hriscian tradi
tion i at take - is hoping, though 
it ha no a uran e - chat thi war, 
oming o oon af cer the la t, will 
ober the human ra e o that it will 

for akc the cynical and brutal mater
iali m which ha led ic from one 
Golgotha to nochcr, and will re tore 
to re p ctability the eternal human 
ideal and the piritual value.~ which 
,1 lone give ignifi ancc to human life. 
Rcl i •ion hope that chi war will 
m:irk the end of the per ecution of 
race and minoricie the exploitation 
of hate , che total ubmergence of 
the individual co the state and the 
narrow nationali m which have made 
international life ugly mean and 
cruel. Religion i hoping that the 
hard ta k of peace will evoke at 
lea t ome of cho e virtue which 
fighting free men evidence in war -
courage, re olutene , elf- acrifice 
:ind unity. or we hall have need of 
an even higher order of piricu:al for
titude of faith and vi ion, after the 
war, if we are to con erve those 
value for which our country is 
fighting today, and for which brave 
men will die. 



The Shape of Things to Come 
The Aftern1ath of War 

By DR. ABBA HILLEL SILVER 

Dr. Abba Hillel ilver, one of America's great cholar and 
leaders, is noted for hi succinct summations or the trend of an era 
and his penetrating analy e of current problem . He believe that it 
i time-even while we are in the mid t of war-to be teeled to the 
problem of peace. In this tatement, he ummarize the pro peel 
that must be feared-and haped.-THE EDITOR. 

piritually and ethically the hap 
of things to come i very blurred. 

One cannot forget that the last 
world war was fought for the very 
same objectives as this war and 
against the same foe. The war was 
won and yet, following it, the world 
entered one of the most disastrous 
periods in history, a breakdown and 
blackout period, culminating in this 
second world war. 

Why did victory lead to def at'? 
Not because the Versailles Treaty 
was vicious. It wa no better and 
no worse than similar treaties which 
are imposed by victors upon van
qui~hed. The recognition of the in
dependence of Belgium, Poland 
Czechoslovakia and Austria, the ac-
ceptance of the principles of the 
rights of minorities, and the estab
lishment of the L ague of Nations 
marked definite forward steps. The 
failur of the peace was due first 
to a lack of economic foresight. 

will talk ov r th face of the earth. 
Th re will be ruined economies, so
cial collapse and revolutions in 
every country-just as after the last 
war. Millions of people will seek 
new homes in a world which will be 
inhospitable to immigration. The 
youth of half the world which has 
been indoctrinated with the racial 
and nationali tic mythologies of dic
tatorship will be piritually lost and 
unsuited to a democratic way of life 
which they had been taught to hate 
and despise. There will also be re
sentments, rivalrie and recrimina
tions among the victorious Allies
just as after the last war. Will the 
British Empire and the Union of 
Soviet Socialist R publics and the 
United Stat of America share 
reconcilable views on world r con
struction at the peace table? Will 
their economic interests be com
patible? And will they agree on 
th ba ic freedoms which should b 
guarant ed to men and nations? 

Under the e conditions th at
tempt to build a. peaceful and table 
ocial order will ta. • the intellectual 

and piritual re ource of human 
tat manship to the utmo t. 
It is idle to assume that an era of 

peace and good will will set in righ 
after the war and as a ure conse
quence of th peace. The long pr -
tracted agony of our epoch wherein 
capitalism i evolving inlo new 
torms by way of a transition even 
mor violent than that of f udalisrr 
at the close of the Middle Ages wil 
not end with this war; for stable 
new economic forms, compatible 
with human freedom and security. 
hav not yet emerged. The most 
that we can hope for is that this 
war will put an end to political ag
gres ion and imperialistic adventure 

RABBI ABBA HILLEL ILVER which are anachroni ms in the mod
Freedom l\lu t B Re tored ern world, br ding war, and fatally 

interfering with the efforts of peo
Political s If-determination was con- ple to make their difficult adjust
fused with economic elf- ufficiency. ment to th requirements o! the 
The failure wa also due to defect new technological age. The defeat 
in the structure o.f the League. Th of Hitl rism will give free nations 
L ague was not given milit ry a chance, and only a chance. to con
power to en orce it deci ion·. h tinu th ir pl nning and xperi
right of sece sion was re erved to menting for a more ju t social order 
th member nations and a unani- which will combin afety with 
mou vote was r quir d for all im- civilization. 
port nt deci ion of th As embly Th p ac makers. in my 
and the Council. Th failure f th m nt. will not be , ble to olve all 
United State to join th Le gue or many of the manifold probl m 
wa a nigh mortal blow, and the which will c nfront the world at 
failure of Great Britain. France and th time of the armi tice-nor 
the other principal signatories to sh uld th y attempt to. Their pri
live up to the letter or the pirit of mary concern hould be to r tore 
the covenant completed its ruin. fr edom to the conquer d peoples. 

It w thi last failure- enti- ,vithin r ional economic bl cs or 
ally a moral one-the failure to - f deration • to in ur all nations 
ume re ponsibility for world p a e equal ace to the raw material o( 

or, having a um d it, to live up to the earth ;:,nd o create the effecti e 
it-which was principally r ponsi- safeguard again t future aggre ion. 
hie for the wreck of the fir t im- Thi m ans a recr ated L ague of 

But this will not preclude other at
tacks upon human right and liber
ties under the guises and with other 
catchwords. 

The Ku Klux Klan was launched 
on the ebb-tide of the last war, and 
capitalized on the totalitarian patri
otism which the war engendered. 
In the evere adjustment which 
will follow the war in our country 
and which will probably entail pe
riods of inflation, depression and 
large-scale unemployment every
body will be looking for scapegoats. 

ome have theirs already well 
tethered in their backyard . The 
hope, of cour e, is that the very fact 
that these things happened after the 
la t war may put Americans on their 
guard against their reoccurrence. 

Religion which has so much at 
stake in this war-in fact the whole 
classic Judaeo-Christian tradition is 
at stake-is hoping, though it has no 
as urance, that this war, coming so 
soon after the last, will sober the 
human race so that it will forsake 
the cynical and brutal materialism 
which has led it from one Golgotha 
to another, and will restore to re
spectability the eternal human ideals 
and the piritual values which alone 
give significance to human life. Re
ligion hope that this war will mark 
the end of the persecutions of races 
and minorities, the exploitation of 
hates, the total submergence of the 
individual to the state and the nar
row nationali m which have mad 
international life ugly, mean an 
cruel. Religion is hoping that the 
hard tasks of peace will evoke a 
least some of thos virtues whic 
fighting free men evidence in war 
courage, r soluteness, self-sacrific 
and unity. For we shall have nee 
of an even higher order of spiritual 
fortitude. of faith and vision. after 
the war, if we are to con erve those 
values for which our country is 
fighting today, and for which brave 
men will die. 

<Copyright by J. P. S., Inc.) 

portant and promi ing ation . tructurally m o di f i d, 
in world pacification. backed by force and geared for ac- I 
called national cowardic tion. who,e member nations will 
tanglement, and th ucce ive act con ent a modified overeignty 
of betrayal of th Lea u appea - and forego the right of eces ion-
ment. and o another world war w a League which will b empowered 
blunderingly con oct d. Tho to r \'i w reatie from time t tim 
tions which did not wi h to inter- , nd o r ctify wha 
vene for peace ar now inten· nin nece sary. 
in war and the p a monger turn d Ther will be r at piritual train 
out to b th re l warmonger . in our country af er the war. Er:ois 

What will come af er thi. war·? of r con:truction are 
Will victory again lead to defeat"! er, . Pa ion . hope and f ar run 
Thi will depend larg ly upon he high. The dem, gogues , nd the polit
moral attitude of the victoriou. Al- ic< l adv ntur r • hope to find in the 
lie towards a r vived and revi d very fluidity of , ocial forms th ir 
world union . All the ethical prom- gr at opportuni y. Or hodox and 
is of an Alli d vict ry depend en- ear-mark d F asci t and azi doc
tirely upon it. trine and logans will of cour e be 

Europ and other parts of the di credited. Dogmati m generally. 
globe will be ravaged aft r the • r bo h of a political and economic 
Famin , pov rty, misery and hat character, i lik ly t uffer clip . 



The Shape of Things to Come 
A Great Leader of American Jews Sums up the Problems of Peace 

By DR. ABBA HILLEL SILVER 

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver, one of America's great scholars and lead.era, ts noted for 

his succinct summations of the trend of an era and his penetrating anal11se, of 

current ,:,roblems. He believes that it is time-even while we are in the midst of war 

-to be steeled to the problems of peace. In thts statement, he summarizes the 

prospects tha·t must be feared-and shaped. 

Splrltually and etblcalJy the shape of thlnp to come ls very blurred. 

One cannot f orret that the last world war wa four ht for the very same objective as this war and 

aralnst the same foe. The war was won and yet, followlnr It, the world entered one of the most dlsaa~ 

trou periods in history, a breakdown and blackout period, culmlnatinr ln this second world war. 

Why did victory lead to defeat? Not because the Versailles Treaty wa vicious. It waa no better 

and no worse than lmllar treaties which are imposed by victors ui,on vanquished. The recornltlon 

of the independence of Belrlum, Poland, Czechoslovakia and Austria, the acceptance of the prlnclplet 

of the rlrht of mJnorJtle , and the e tabll hment ot the Learue of Nations marked definite forward 

stepg. The failure of the peace 
was due first to a lack of eco-
nomic foresight. Political self- stable social order will tax the bigotry and intolerance which, 

determination was confused with 
economic self-sufficiency. T h e 
failure was also due to defects 
in the structure of the League. 
The League was not given mili
tary power to enforce its deci
sions. The right of secession was 
reserved to the member nations 
and a unanimous vote was re
quired for all important decisions 
of the Assembly and the Council. 
The failure of the United States 
to ~in the League was a nigh 
mortal blow, and the failure of 
Great Britain, France and the 
other principal signatories to live 
up to the letter or the spirit of 
the covenant completed its ruin. 

It was this last failure-essen
tially a moral one-the failure 
to assume responsibility for 
world peace or, having assumed 
It, to live up to it-which was 
principally responsible for the 
wreck of the first important and 

experiment 1n world 
a tesmen called 

nationa ·ardice non-entangle-
ment, and the successive acts of 
betrayal of the League appease
ment, and so another world war 
w a s blunderingly concocted. 
Tho e nations which did not 
wish to intervene for peace are 
now mtervening in war and the 
peacemongers turned out to be 
the real warmongers. 

What will come after this wa1? 
Will victory again lead to de
feat? This will depend largely 
upon the moral attitude of the 
Victorious Allies towards a re
vh·ed and revised world union. 
All the ethical promises of an 
Allied victory depend entirely 
upon it. 

Europe and other part of the 
globe Y.ill be ravaged after the 

---- war. .l'·amme, poverty, misery 
and hate will stalk over the face 
of the earth. There will be ruined 
economies, social collapse and 
revolutions in every defeated 
countr ·-Just as after the last 
war. Millions of people will seek 
new homes in a world which will 
be inhospitable to immigration. 
The youth of half the world 
which has been indoctrinated 
with the racial and nationalistic 
mythologies of dictatorship will 
be piritually lost and unsuited 
to a democratic way of life which 
they had been taught to hate and 
despise. There ,; ill al o be re
sentments, rivalrie and recrim
inations among the victoifous Al· 
hes-just a after the last war. 
Will the Briti1>h Empire and the 
Union of SO\'iet Socialist Repub
llcs nd the United States of 
America l it1· reconc1labl vie • 
on world rccon truc t1on t the 
pea e t b e? Will th ir eco
nomic intere t b compa ibl ? 
And will they a 1 e on th b ic 
fre dom ,;•hich should be guar
ante d to m n and nations? 

Under the~ conu1tions tl e t· 
~empt to bmld a p ncetul arid 

intellectual and spiritual re
sources of human statesmanship 
to the utmost. 

It is idle to assume that an era 
of peace and good will will set In 
right after the war and as a sure 
consequence of the peace. The 
long protracted agony of our 
epoch wherein capitalism is 
evolving into new forms by way 
of a transition even more violent 
than that of feudalism at the 
close o! the Middle Ages, wm not 
end with this war; for f.table 
new economic forms, compatible 
with human freedom and secur• 
ity, have not yet emerged. The 
most that we can hope r is 
that this war will put an d to 
political aggression and i nperi
alistic adventure which are (n
achronisms ln the modern world, 
breeding war, and fatally inter
fering with the effort of peoples 
to make their difficult adjust
ments to the reQu1rements 
of the new technological 
age . The defeat of Hitlerism 
will give free nations a chance, 
and only a chance, to continue 
their planning and experiment
ing for a more just social order 
which will combine safety with 
civilization. 

The peace.makers, in my Judg
ment, will not be able to solve 
all or many of the man if old prob
lems which will confront the 
world at the time of the armis
tice - nor should they attempt 
to. Their primary concern should 
be to restore freedom to the 
conquered peoples, within re
gional economic blocs or federa
tions, to insure to all nations 
equal acces to the raw materials 
of the earth and to create the ef
fectiYe safeguards ga • t future 
aggression. This means a recre
ated League of Nation , struc
turally modi.fled, backed by force 
and geared for action, whose 
member nations will consent to -
a modified sovereignty and forego 
the right of secession-a League 
which will be empowered to re
view treaties from time to time 
and to rectify what time will 
prove necessary. 

There will be great spiritual 
train in our country after the 

war. Era of reconstruction a.re 
dangerous eras. Passion , hopes 
and fears run high. The dema• 
gogues and the political adven • 
turers hope to find in the very 
fluidity of social f oi-ms their 
great opportunity. Or hodo and 
ear-marked Fa~ Ls , nd Nail 
doctrines and . logan will of 
cour e be di credited. Dogma
ti m en r Hy, h of politi
cal nnd economic character, is 
lik 1 • to sufl r e lip e. But this 
wi l not u 1cr cks 
UPOl hum I nd l ties 
un<.1 1 oU , n 
oth r catchwo1 nor 
pr \" nt th r crudescen(·e o 

for the duration, have gone 
underground in our land. The 
Ku Klux Klan was launched on 
the ebb-tide of the last war, and 
capitalized on the totalltarian 
patriotism which the war en
gendered. In the severe adJust • 
ment which will follow the war 
in our country and which wUl 
probably entail periods of infla
tion, depression and large-scale 
unemployment, everybody wlll be 
looking for scape1oats. Some 
have theirs already well tethered 
in their backyards. The hope, of 
course, is that the very fact that 
these things happened after the 
last war may put Americans on 
their guard against their re
occurrence. 

Religion, which has so much 11.t 
stake in this war-in fact the 
whole classic Judaeo-Christian 
tradition is at stake_:_is hopin1, 
though it has no assw-ance-that 
Lhls war, coml11g ,:;o .won a!L~1 
the last, will sober the human 
race so that it will forsake the 
cynical and brutal materialism 
which has led it from one Gol
gotha to another, and will re• 
store to respectability the eter
nal human ideals and the spirit• 
ual values wbich alone give sig
nificance to human life. Religion 
hopes that this war will mark 
the end of the persecutions of 
races and minorities, the exploi" 
tation of hates, the total sub
mergence of the individual to 
the state and the narrow na. • 
t1onalism which have made in
ternational life ugly, mean and 
cruel. Religion is hoping that the 
hard tasks of peace will evoke at 
lea t some of those virtues 

hich ghting free men evidence 
in war--cow·age, resoluteneu, 
self-sacrifice and unity. For we 
shall have need of an even hl1her 
order of spiritual fortitude, of 
faith and vision, after the war, 
i! we are to conserve those values 
!or which our country 1B flghtinJ: 
today, and for which brave men 
wm die. 
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The Shape ol Things To Co1ne 
~;:;_;;;;:_..::-::;-~-i,pJRITUALLY and eth

ically the shape of 
D3~~,_-:,r;:.r,.:i'/i:! things to come is very 

blurred. 
One cannot forget 

that the last world war was fought 
for the very same objectives as this 
war and against the same foe. The 
war was won and yet, following it, 
the world entered one of the most 
disastrous periods in history, a 
breakdown and blackout period, 
culminating in this second world 
war. 

Why did victory lead to defeat? 
ot because the Ver ailles Treaty 

was vicious. It was no better and 
no worse than similar treaties 
which are imposed by victors upon 
vanquished. The recognition of 
the independence of Belgium, Po
land, Czechoslovakia and Austria, 
the acceptance of the principles of 
the rights of minorities, and the 
establishment of the League of a
tions marked definite forward 
steps. The failure of the peace was 
due first to a lack of economic 
foresight. Political self-determi
nation was confused with economic 
self-sufficiency. The failure was 
also due to defects in the structure 
of the League. The League was not 
given military power to enforce its 
decisions. The right of secession 
was reserved to the member na
tions and a unanimous vote was 
required for all important decisions 
of the Assembly and the Council. 
The failure of th United States to 
join the League was a nigh mortal 
blow, and the failure of Great Bri
tain, France and the other princi
pal signatories to live up to the 
letter or the spirit of the covenant 
completed its ruin. 

It was this last failure - essen
tially a moral one-the failure to 
assume responsibility for world 
peace or, having assumed it, to live 
up to it-which was principally re
sponsible for the wreck of the first 
important and promising exp ri
ment in world pacification. State -
men called national cowardic non
entanglement, and the succes iv 
acts of betrayal of the League ap
peasement, and so another world 
war was blunderingly concocted. 
Those nations which did not wi h 
to intervene for peace ar now in
terv ning in war and th p ace
mongers turned out to b th real 
warmongers. 

What will com aft r thi war? 
Will victory again lead to defeat? 
This will depend largely upon the 
moral attitude of the victoriou 
Allies toward a revived and revised 
world union. All the ethical prom
ises of an Allied victory depend 
ntirely upon it. 
Europ and other part of th 

glob will be ravag d after th 
war. Famin , poverty, misery and 
hat will stalk over the face of the 
arth. There will be ruined econ• 

omic , ocial collaps and r volu
tion in v ry d f at d country-

The Alteranath ol War 
By DR. ABBA HILLEL SILVER 

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver, one of America' great cholar, and 
leaders, is noted for hi succinct ummation of the trend of an 
era and his penetrating analyses of current problem . He be
lieve that it is time-even while we are in the mid t of war
to be steeled to the problems of peace. In this tatement, he 
summarizes the prospects that must be feared-and shaped. 

just as after the last war. Millions 
of people will seek new homes in a 
world which will be inhospitable 
to immigration. The youth of half 
the world which has been indoctri
nated with the racial and national
istic mythologies of dictatorship 

NEWS 
America ... 

-Tlie Editor. 

will be spiritually lost and unsuit
ed to a democratic way of life 
which they had been taught to hate 
and despise. There will al o be re
sentments, rivalries and re rimina
tions among the victoriou Allies 
-just as after the la t war. Will 

BRIEFS 

It was confirmed in the New York United Press office 
that Franz Weisblatt, UP reporter covering Manila whom 
the Japanese claim to have captured. has not been heard 
from since the fall of Manila ... President Roosevelt again: 
rapped race discrimination . . . 

Another Fascist and anti-Semitic paper closed down 
... A new abridged prayer book for Jews in the Army was 
published by the Jewish Welfare Board ... The first inter
faith Religious Book Fair will be held during February, it 
was announced. 

A call not only to the Jews but to all the people of 
America to realize the strategic importance of Palestine as 
a key center for the winning of the war and to strengthen 
the Jewish community of Palestine by giving it greater ma
terial resources and by permitting it to establish a Jewish 
Army was sounded at the National Conference of the United 
Palestine Appeal held in Cleveland . . . 

Refugees from Europe. many of whom were Jews. 
arrived in New York on the Portuguese liner Guine. with 
stories of German infiltration of Portugal ... A novel 
method of provoking interest in the synagogue senice and 
liturgy of the Jewish people through albums of records 
was announced by the Congregation Ahavas Achim of 
Belleville, N. J. 

Overseas. • • 
The U.S.S.R. revealed a Nazi order to German soldiers 

to wipe out the "Jewish-Bolshevik" system ... Hungarian 
students demanded more anti-Semitism ... Jewish refu-
gees in Lisbon appealed for visas to American lands . . . 
Moslem tribes aided Russia in the war against the Nazis 
... 2,400 Jewish firms were "Aryanized" in Rumania ... 
Anti-Semitism in Luxemburg was condemned by a Luxem
burg representative at the Allied Conference to deal with 
Nazi atrocities. 

Palestine I! • • 

The Free French will finance Palestine's Alliance Israe
lite schools. it was announced by French Commissioner of 
Justice Professor Rene Cassin, who told newsmen in Jeru
salem that the Free French would not recognize any of 
Vichy's anti-Semitic legislation and that anti-Semitism as 
such was practically extinct among the populace of occu
pied France . . . Food rationing was officially envisaged 
for Palestine ... New and significant archaeological dis
coveries dating back to the Hasmonaic period were found on 
the slopes in the Valley of Kedron outside the Old City of 
Jerusalem. 

th Empir and th nion 
of ociali t R publics and 
th tat of m rica share 
r conciliabl vi ws on world r con-

truction at th peac table? Will 
th ir c onomic int rest be com
patibl ? nd , ill th y agr on 
th ba i fr edoms whi h hould 
b guarant d to m n and nation ? 

nder th condition th at-
t mpt to build a p ac ful and sta
ble o ial order will tax the intel-
1 ctual and piritual re our of 
human tat man hip to th ut
mo t. 

It i idl to a um that an era of 
peac and good will will t in 
right after th war and as a sur 
con equ nc of th p ac . Th 
long protra t d agony of our poch 
wh rein capitali m i volving into 
new form by " ay of a tran ition 
ev n more violent than that of feu 
dali m at the clo e of the Middle 
Ag , will not nd with thi war; 
for stable nev economic form . 
compatible with human freedom 
and e urit , ha not yet merg-
d. Th mo t that w can hope for 

i that this war will put an nd to 
political aggre ion and imperia
li tic adventur v hich ar anach
roni m in th modern world , 
br ding war, and fatally interfer
ing with th fforts of peopl s to 
mak th ir difficult adjustment 
to th requir m nt of the new 
te hnological ag . Th defeat of 
Hitl ri m will giv nations a 
chanc , and only a han , to con
tin u their planning and experi
m nting for a mor just ocial or
d r which will ombine afety with 
i ilization. 
Th p a •mak r , in my judg

m nt, will not b able to olve all 
or many of the manifold problems 
which will confront th world at 
th tim of th armistic - nor 
hould they att mpt to. Their pri

mary cone rn hould be to restore 
fre dom to the conquered peoples, 
within regional conomic blocs or 
fed ration , to in ur to all nation 
qual acce to the raw mat rial of 

th earth and to create the effec
saf guards again t futur ag

This means a recr ated 
L agu of ation , tructurally 
modifi d, backed by fore and 
g ar d for action, ho member 
nation will con. nt to a modified 

reignty and for go the right 
ce ion - a L ague which will 
mpowered to r view treatie 

from tim to time and to rectify 
what time will prov nee ssary. 

Ther will b gr at piritual 
train in our country after th war. 

Era of r constru tion ar danger
ou ra . Pa ion , hope and fears 
run high. Th demagogue and 
th political adv nturer hope to 
find in the very fluidity of ocial 
form th ir great opportunity. Or
thodox and ar-mark d Fa clst and 

azi doctrin s and logans will of 
cour b di carded. Dogmatism 

( ontinued on Pag 6) 
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I 
The Shape of Things to Come 

Spiritually and ethically the shape 
01t things to come is very blurred. 
v' One cannot forget that the last 
world war was fought for the very 
same objectives as this war and 
against the same foe. The war was 
won and yet, following it, the world 
entered one of the most disastrous 
periods in history, a breakdown and 
blackout period, culminating in this 
second world war. 

Why did victory lead to defeat? 
Not because the Versailles Treaty 
was vicious. It was no better and no 
worse than similar treaties which are 
imposed by victors upon vanquished. 
The recognition of the independence 
of Belgium, Poland, Czechoslovakia 
and Austria, the acceptance of the 
principles of the rights of minorities, 
and the establishment of the League 
of Nations marked definite forward 
steps. The failure of the peace was 
due to a lack of economic foresight. 
Political self-determination was con
fused with economic self-sufficiency. 
The failure was also due to defects 
in the structure of the League. The 
League was not given military power 
to enforce its decisions. The right of 
secession was reserved to the mem
ber nations and a unanimous vote 
was required for all important deci
sions of the Assembly and the Coun
cil. The failure of the United States 
to join the League was a nigh mortal 
blow, and the failure of Great Brit
ain, France and the other principal 
signatories to live up to the letter or 
the spirit of the covenant completed 
its ruin. 

It was this last failure - essential
ly a moral one - the failure to as
sume responsibility for world peace 
or, having assumed it, to live up to 
it - which was principally respon
sible for the wreck of the first im
portant and promi~i_.l),Wxperiment in 
world pacification. Statesmen called 
national cowardice npn-entanglement, 
and the successive acts of betrayal of 
the League appeasement, and so an
other world war was blunderingly 
concocted. Those nations which did 
not wish to intervene for peace are 
now intervening in war and the 
peacemongers turned out to be the 
real warmongers. 

j What will come after this war? 
Will victory again lead to defeat? 
This will depend largely upon the 
moral attitude of the victorious Al
lies towards a revived and revised 
world union. All the ethical prom-

The Aftermath of War 

By Dr. Abba Hillel Silver 

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver, one of America' · great scholars an,d lead
ers, is noted for his s11,ccinct su,mmations of the trend of an ra and 
his p n etrating analys s of C'ltrrent problem,S. He b liev es that it i 
time - even while we are in the midst of war - to be steeled to the 
problem..s of peace. In this sta t ern nt, he s11,mrnarizes the prospect 
that must be f eared - and shaped. - THE EDITOR 

ises of an Allied victory depend en
tirely upon it. 
v' Europe and other parts of the globe 
will be ravaged after the war. Fam
ine, poverty, misery and hate will 
stalk over the face of the earth. 
There will be ruined economies, so
cial collapse and revolutions in every 
defeated country - just as after the 
last war. Millions of people will seek 
new homes in a world which will be 
inhospitable to immigration. The 
youth of half the world which has 
been indoctrinated with the racial and 
nationalistic mytholo<Ties of dictator
ship will be spiritually lost and un
suited to a democratic way of life 
which they had been taught to hate 
and depise. There will also be resent
ments, rivalries and recriminations 
among the victorious Allies- just as 
after the last war. Will the British 
Empire and the Union of Soviet So
cialist Republics and the United 
States of America share reconcilable 
views on world reconstruction at the 
peace table? Will their economic in
terests be compatible? And will they 
agree on the basic freedoms which 
should be guaranteed to men and na
tions? 

Under these conditions the attempt 
\.,to build a peaceful and stable social 

order will tax intellectual and spirit
ual resources of human statesmanship 
to the utmost. 

V It is idle to assume that an era 
of peace and good will will set in 
right after the war and as a sure 
consequence of the peace. The long 
protracted agony of our epoch where
in capitalism is evolving into new 
forms by way of a transition even 
more viol«.>nt than that of feudalism 
at the close of the Middle Ages, will 
not end with this war; for stable 
new economic forms, compatible with 
human freedom and security, have 
not yet emerged. The most that we 
can hope for is that this war wil 
an end to political ag~res • • 

perialistic adventure which are an
achronisms in the modern world, 
breedint? war, and fatally interfering 
with the efforts of peoples to make 
their difficult adjustments to the re
quirements of the new technological 
age. The defeat of Hitlerism will 
give free nations a chance, and only 
a chance, to continue their planning 
and experimenting for a more just 
social order which will combine safety 
with civilization. 

\ /The peacemakers, in my judgment, 
"will not be able to solve all or many 
of the manifold problems which will 
confront the world at the time of the 
armistice - nor should they attempt 
to. Their primary concern should be 
to restore freedom to the conquered 
peoples, within regional economic 
blocs or federations, to insure to all 
nations equal access to the raw ma
terial of the earth and to create the 
effective safeguards against future 
aggression. This means a recreated 
League of ations, structurally modi
fied, backed by force and geared for 
action, whose member nations will 
consent to a modified sovereignty and 
forego the right of secession - a 
League which will be empowered to 
review treaties from time to time and 
to rectify what time will prove nec
(Tsary. 

There will be great spiritual strain 
in our country after the war. Eras 
of reconstruction are dangerous eras. 
Passion!-:, hopes and fears run high. 
The demagogues and the political ad
venturers hope to find in the very 
fluidity of social forms their great 
opportunity. Orthodox and ear-mark
ed Fascist and azi doctrines and 
slogans will of course be discredited. 
Dogmatism generally, both of a polit
ical and economic character, is like
ly to suffer eclipse. But this will not 
preclude other attacks upon human 
rights and liberties under other 
gui es and with other catchwords, 
nor will it prevent the recrudescence 
of bigotry and intolerance which, for 
the duration, have gone underground 
in our land. The Ku Klux Klan was 
launched on the ebb-tide of the last 
war, and capitalized on the totalitar
ian patriotism which the war en
gendered. In the severe adjustment 
which will follow the war in our 
country and which will probably en
tail periods of inflation, depression 
and large-scale unemployment every
body will be looking for scapegoats. 
Some have theirs already well tether
ed in their backyards. The hope of 
course, is that the very fact that 
these things happened after the last 

~

r may put Americans on their 
g ard against .their reoccurrence. 

Religion which has so much at 
stake in this war - in fact the whole 
classic Judaeo-Christian tradition is 
at stake - is hoping, though it has 
no assurance, - that this war, com
ing so soon after the last, will sober 
the human race so that it will for~ 
sake the cynical and brutal material
ism which has led it from one Gol
gotha to another, and will restore ~n 
respectability the eterna1 human 
ideals and the spiritual values which 
alone give significance to human life. 
Religion hopes that this war will 
mark the end of the persecutions of 

races and minorities, the exploitation 
of hates, the total submergence of 
the individual to the state and the 
narrow nationalism which have made 
interna tional life ugly, mean and 
cruel. Religion is hoping that the 
hard tasks of peace will evoke at 
least some of those virtues which 
fighting free men evidence in war 
courage, re oluteness, self-sacrifice 
and unity. For we shall have need of 
an even higher order of spiritual for
titude, of faith and vision, after the 
war, if we are to conserve those val
ues for which our country ii:t-fightin 
today, and for which brave men will 
die. 




