
 
Abba Hillel Silver Collection Digitization Project 
Featuring collections from the Western Reserve Historical Society and 

The Jacob Rader Marcus Center of the American Jewish Archives 

 
 
  

Western Reserve Historical Society                 American Jewish Archives 
10825 East Boulevard, Cleveland, Ohio 44106 3101 Clifton Avenue, Cincinnati, Ohio 45220 
(216) 721-5722                                                 (513) 487-3000 
wrhs.org                                                         AmericanJewishArchives.org 

 
MS-4787: Abba Hillel Silver Papers, 1902-1989. 

Series V: Writings, 1909-1963, undated. 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Reel     Box         Folder  
         180           66           599 
 
 

The answer today must be Judaism, 1942. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



A DRES DELIV.:..RED DI O Tr.E J ""'' ISH ED C TION 
EVENING, DEC . B..., 151 1942 T T E TOR OTEL , .. ' • YO • CITY BY R. 

ITTEE ON O Y 
t ILLEL ILVER, 

CLEVEL D, O.I O 

TD ~T BE JUD,I~ 

lu vi ~n o. tt e ~ r t,e re t vi es 

which it is r n erin6 t e c use of Jtrl i m in erica. I is "' moat necessa , m 
v luable g noy instr n thenin t : cause, in improvin0 t1 t c 1. a ~ r 1 1ng 

the nl rds or ish ad tin. Its ac 1 e enta durin it 1 ively ort 

period of xi t nc r o ho of it 13 11 ely 

to achieve in t ~a one min ya rs. e e lia ant 

rt of it fo 

t h Je·:L:; '.,C c ti n Co 1ttee 

s id nc of reat r rosig; t nth 

lo~ical d c n t ctiv 

I it ~1t t by e :.sh 1.1c ion 3 11 w .n educ ion in he Jo ; ish ,l 11 on, 

in Tor h. It n u t, r it ans nothin J ' t 11. ~ a cl o~ due ion 

mon ~ our eople r v~~ho t th a0 s as tot ch en to livv ccordin tote w. 

u.r eopl, o~ coursa, kne h - sec , r 0 1 e - a.lo i 0 o ... 

reli i us in r u~t1on - ri, exce_ t :ui car"".:..in d riods . n not 

lco d ... t • d si ni~ic nt c n ribution to it. 

But t h ol 11· an , 1 0 t in nc s, 

.1·.te er T oc: h , as u v n _nt) +"-., 1., 0 or 

Tor as _ r ary. ..1th ut it nll aecul na re rd d s in .. n even 

dan:., r us. And . v r • toun:i ion H ctui 1 itsa ··a d to b rev renc for 

God d t he 1 o er. It s not l -nin_g such ic. our o. t tolled, 

y or saho r 

Torah did no.&, 

learnin th 11 of' Gerl oo tooying o ord f God. 

mea1n a tract r 11 ious philo oph rt eolo • It m t 

inetr ction in mo al conduct • on d1v1n authority. forer t era re not 

at · hilosoph ra. It ~s no rl 1500 rs after Thales, ... be or we oduced 

our 1r t impor nt y tematic hilo oph r. But ~enturi o e t time ot the 

Athenian hilosopher our o~l produoed oaea, icah, Jere-- I a1ah. "The 

Hebre , • to quote gwill, • a n ver spec tor (about od) nor reflector, t 

• 



always an ac or. God vr a not to be fi~ured in thought or rt, ut to be obe ed.• 

J ish education wa an experience in, SJ preparl:ltion or, m ern living in 

the si ht of God. Its texts ~er t .e Bi le n 1ts ra )binic Its l ... &le 

as th S,na ue. Its mood as .iety. Its dev tions - cro t e pra r book. Its 

sp1r1 tual e, .. ercises ere Holy Day observances. Its son .s er t h salms. 

The J9 ish orld outlook in the past w sin m n aye lik th t of 11 other 

peoples, t 1n some w ys it was dif rent. And it ia t ese diff rences ich ve 

nd still give di tinction to our culture. T e Gr eACs .. :>roduced no Bible. In 1th ns, 

Rome orAlexandria th re re no prophets, ltho h ther .... e e n sooths· ers and 

oracl s. o peopl resisted ellenisrn in th tin orl or t econ. c nt1117 

B.C. ex"'a t t1 Jews, ho preferred T rah to T rahle ,a Hoc h. enc 

Neither the lde 11st to nor the a J i ali t Ari . totle nor the mystic 

Plotinus, was in any ay motionally involved int e e ie · 1 s rstems 

elaborated. Their oral specul .. tions resul inn c pellin . Aen e o a1 ion, 

o Gr ek no call t champion the cau e of tne poor, ~1 

or Roman ever died for hi reli ion. Soc t s, 

he is o es ed. 

rl le .. ointed out, s terribly 

• 
tease in Zion. 

It as said of th PersiAns ( nd t .e Jes lived thin th P0 rsi E~pire for 

centirie nd le med much rom t !9m) tha the sum of t . eir ed. c tion c nsi ted in 

te c in t eir youth to ride, t shoot • 1th th b and to soo k truth. Truth- pe king 

11 a hi h mo al virtue. But 1t is not enou h. On must ale le rn t do ri ,ht. 

The schools o our for f thers did not t ch t 1eir youth tori or t shoot, lthough 

they did come, after time, tot ach th ma tr e. Butte did teach their .YOUth 

to do just~, to love rcy and to 1k hum 1th God. 

This kin of J wish eduction the classic n tr itio l kind, t.e only kind 

known to our people und r th name ot Je ish education, is orel n eded in our • 

Al a ople e need not be dmonished or bout t h ortan~ o ecular 

eduction. , are Yid or it. Our c 11 ren ar cro din 11 h ecul r schools . 

and colle •• or the land. Th• Je iah mind ie j1n brilliant contributions today 1n 



ne rly ever field of human thoUt;ht. But our outh needs r li ion an our adults need 

reli ion. Our o J.tire ncr tion r re s ::.. -011-J'e·.s <;.;.lik: n one fron1 on ·is ster 

to another or lac'· 3f 1 t. 

I it not bee min increasinuly le, rt. , h t s aen ... r ic lly misain 

in our cuvlliza. tion no in t be secon 10rl r itbin uart-r o . & cent i the 

compelling and unifying 1th in the reat s~iritual go ls whic reliwion lon a o 

set for aru ind, and to rds hioh all science and educ tion and democr c·· s'iould have 

made t eir contri ~tion? But ankind lost si 0 t of these oals, and thereror human 

pro re s \ s today lost 11 cle r dir ction. 

en forgot in our d&, ~hat t es iritual ui es of ti.llkind h ve ~1. y~ stres ed, 

th t f ith in G st stro e~ t bul ; rk o tree oc·et. Th~ mocr tic o a in 

the mo·ern orld ha an e clusi el reli 11ous ori in. ol1t1t; 1 f'reedo e to t e 

estern orld as~ result of a 1on atrug le r rel ious fr&edom, n not vice versa. 

em emocr c as born int stru ~le for rel: ious r edom in t i~ 16t rl 17th 

centuries. T.i e de and tor re 1 i us fr ed m or 

de an s for ther f'orms o fr ed - • ?01 • tic l 

• aeon e ,ra-.1s • i self" 1n 

econ mic righ s -; re , d b 

hwable eopl • By :, t 6 thori t. ? Tne , had n=> tithori t . In ose n th• 

r bellious s ts ? In t .. e "rune e n b the am... ·.it· orit th· t t ancient 

proph ts of Isr el ch llen ed t~ ld.~gs, t he no le n and t powerful c. their u. 

They s oke int e name of God. T ey a. e·led to H s ord rave led in th Bi~le. 

All en 1·a e ual c use God m.t1e 11 en e ual. T. e thin s hicr t e , Ker"' tor 

were t'1e thin s hie the Bi le conce tot ·em. Tes ci 1 revolutions o the 16th 

century, ioh er renched in t'1 blood or 100,000 pe nts, ware reli 1 1 inspired. 

This reli iou,'3 il s 1r tion c ried ver in o the eric Revolution. The 

spirit ·l otiv 8 or ur revolu - on are irectl tr~~eable tot ootrinee or th• 

religious r ls nd r thusia ta ho c rri tl e J. rom th Continent to En land, aJld 

thence to he ric n ooloni s . 

en the Founding F ther ot into the Deel r t1on of Inie ndenoea • • 

hold these tntha to be self-evident - that 11 un ar or ted e ual, ~t they an 



-4-

endo ed b · their Creator w·th certain tnalienable r· t, t ~ • on these ra Life, 

Li erty am the uraui t at .. ine s," t e w r lving 01·t1 1 xpre ion to · eldnal 

religious do~trines. , en t e:, cowit r t · .., claia of the Divine i 0 ht of ins 1th 

the claim of the Di vine it,l t of ople t resi~" the tyrunny of Kin s, .1en t'1e 

proclaimed ld.t resiistance t t.r-r nt is ob ience t God, nen the - en r ved upon 

II • Th u .1 1 t r c im freedom t r ughout 

the .l rl to all t l ie iru ui tent t : ereof, n or 1en t eJ pl.aced on t ' ir~t ·ea.lot 

the c1i r n the ne born republic of t he nited vt te t e fi ure of ·os le d 

of Israel out of gypt, the ere ~rs allln r 11 •ious truth, rell 1ous ~uthorit and 

reli ious t. ' tion to un &rwrite nus ction 1eir '>litice1l revolution. 

tru les for Wlll:ill freedom, unina ired b ll..•vin • • t' ,., • l, l'l J.D \.Z , oft, n lewi 

manki • to disc.star. Fa cit d ; zi st~tes in ;;ur p so aht to build p , 
soci lized co uni i on t - sis c,f G ·1& s111. 'l'he succe8d only 

in e f ctin, 1th the aid of 1b r tr c aon ntr tion c mps, rutal~ 

re ent .d n terroriz - s ciet. Sci t C 4 1 r n lil only t1 o h 

inner spiri t 1 renewal. If reed.om is ever to a in ve ihere, it sp eoh 

to quote I eine, ill h vo to be Biblicb.l. 

Deaocracy shrivels en it eli io source dries up. 

ou htful en r co unier t• nd c to £reed.om 1a 

t e ay hich le&d~ for rd to G • 

In the same ay, and even more e rna tly, o htful Je re ch out 

toda for the reli ious ision o J ieh life. For ours is a duubl ea ure ot 

disillusion ant and double me~ ure of mi fortune. o t . an any other people do 

we re uir o y the ev rl tin rs at re t rcli ious c nviction to tain us. 

To tho httul J'e ·s it is becominJ incr sin 1 cleur t 1 t t h re ar no 

substitutes in Je iah lif& for r li ion. either phil thropy nor cultur nor n tionallsa 

ia adeq te tor the stress and challen of our lives. All ~ e int rests c and 11USt 

tind th ir ri httw. plac itbin the en• u pattern ot J\li la■ • But the pattern aust 



be J aism, the Joo ism oft e Tr , e na~o ue nr t ie r~yer book, the judaisa 

or t a pr1 st, the rophet, t e air t, t he • s tic t e r bi, t h J uism 'hioh 

spea.x:s of God, and t h or hip .. ~od, nd th co of n t e 1ues t ot God. 

Th ·e V been ru ~ • lse rop t of ' J!ir atz" J :l i m in our ci ds t ho h V 

rre uently sled ur peopl • r re t h,~ e p ofeasion 1 soc l-,,orkers for 

ex.aaple, ho announ.ed th t f"ull complem nt of cl nti~ic~lly admini tr d OS it ls 

~ d ot r so~ial encies • s a su.r fici nt 11 v. mecum11 .or t .e J ish 

:, .z.· peop ... , an "' .J , t I., , ..... s nee og e i: n tJ.l r li i us sc ooJ. ·er uite unnece..,s r: •. t 

best t ' .ey re t be toler t :i ~s c nee in to those no still t e such 

thins sorio sly, ~d in o er not to er te un le sunt triction 1n the c unit. 

Such social o r& 

Jews. 

~ r ew:1 b.c.lh re ts " on o :ould- e ~sw t rich 

Tl, :.re er e 1,;artain J e • iah ea. cg.tor ho r e nte t e intrusion o re ion 1n 

t eir ultr - c &nti ic c rricu.l. J t ' e ai, a not a reli0 ion, · ut a 

ay o lie - tl t ia t o s y, air a o l fe , hie o course, s non-reli ioua 

or ti-r 11 ious. J~ i h education show., cco t o them, not be rell io t 

all, nl n tionali tic 1 ui tic. t ~ t t . e rell ious not u: led 

in, b t onl as cone ssi n to old-timers cranks 

of fer d J 

do not o any b tt r. 

Th r ere toe Je i ah s ok sen u atitute 

for J ais, t tin t t n t.ion 11 a s ch, unre ee d by oral vi ion 

r s;,>0nsi ilit, ~s s fr ntized our orld, provinci liz its ople n . is 

drivin n ions l from on dis ster t ot rJ for t tin, f urt er, t t t ere 

i el - t elt • ns red and reli ven 

r miah 
d,r fully e r e i 1 

felt t naed o rec reli ion - od and obedi n to 

peopl v n t uh Israel in t' r day s es t bli hed 

1 s mo .1... 1 1n - t t 1r 

a tion 1n 1 s n 1 nd and 

spoke i t own lan •ra upbuildm of Ja s n tion l nom in al stine i one 

great, ur ent historic 11.y inescapable tti.sk of Je , m Je 1sh eduction should 

stress th11 tact. The upbuildin or J iah rell 1ous lite 1n Amerioa and en 



-
thro hout the orld, inclusive of Pal stine, is anoth r. One 1 no substitute tor 

the other. One is not op o en to the other. 

It is tolly and orse at t his de r ate and critical ao ent in our ~istory to 

dra misleading distinctions bet en Judais and Zionism, t o sw~~est t . t proph tic 

Judaism is anti-H tionallst, or th t . e univers 1 ethic 1 t e chins ot J · ism deaand 

that the Jewish people shall never ~ain reconstruct its n tional life int e historic 

n tional hom here t hes universal ethical t chings ,•er first promulga ... ed. The 

total Zioni t ro ram is t ~e affirm tion and the fulfillm nt of the prop ..,tic iud i 11. 

Our re t spir tual leaders throughout th es l ys s oke of t o-fo sk tor 

Iaraela e t ask ot spiritual return and tat of n tional rest r · tion. 

n tionalism or a an ful of modern Reform r his is a very recent a n alto ther 

alien importation into Je sh ife. It as first roclaimed in 19th c .nt 

and 111 having compl tely anicrupted it ther, it is n being offered SOlll thing 

sensationally new to the Je a of .u.,.u .-..... -ic - it n ey , f course to t e non..Je • 

11 these false roph ts of "Ers t z• J · i s V d h 1r cl aorow, our -
amon us, or ar having it for t he ao ent, ut their hour is etinitel • ov r. 

Tho htf'ul Jes are turning to th ur cla sic hiJh ys of J sh life. 

1hat our peopl need tod is not t innov tion or renov~tion or r cto tion 

or reconstruction ot Jud iaa, but t . e simple conversion of th Je to his r 1th. 

Tahuyah - •Ret rn" - th tis the not ic t e orld's r ent J and our 

o v st trib t ion is so din ~ in ,e c p of Isr 1. It s no loner a u stion 

of less ritWll or or more, of R form, Conserv tis• or Orthodoxy ut ot God.le sne s, 

secularism an a rialism hi ch h ve bli hted our P3ople, lon 1th all other 

peoples, ut hich e, bee use ot our uni ·ue position int e world, c n le tot 

all at.ford. 

Neit r Orthodoxy, Conservatism nor for ~ scored n signiti t viot<ry 

in our ay, and life is no ttack:in th • U. Or ~ ni ion 11,7, R fora J i ■ baa 

not only tailed to . ll&ke pro ae in recent ye r, but 1t has ctually r tro • •ed in 
• 



relation to the increased Jew sh popul ion in the United ..,t e. The ranks of 

Conwerv tisa and Or odoxy ve b en rep len1. had lar ~el ., o h i.mmi r tion. .\.er ora 

Jud ism c nnot hop to save or vit lize itself b furbishin up ane • its vr ditional 

oppoeition to Je ish nationalism. Tie bitterest fo s of Zioni mare laymen ho never 

enter our Temples. Their OP?OBition is aotiv ted not by relirion orb con 1st nt 
, 

end worthy philosophy of Je ish_ lite nd destiny, but b h r sc pisa. .1.~or 111 

Conservative and Ort· odax Jud ism save or vi lize them lv s t: r h th m 1·e chaapioning 

of Je ish n~ti nalism. or is Je ish philant opy or civic protective ctiviti s 

ade uat forte spiritual emer encies of our peo le. Th form r is only ph se ot 

our rel on, the tter only pnase 01 ~ld•s irreligion. 

ur lay-leaders uld do ell t turn from t air all-out bsorption in relit 

an ef ns and evote moro of t 1 ir t 1ou :>ht 

needs of t1 eir people, ho, o ing less nd le s t. t eir people' 

educ tional 

if e, hi t ory and 

liter tu.re, are losing mor and m t eir ors ct v 1 thair a>r le. 

The anawer todl:lj must b Ju...i sm - t t ,hich 1 c rved ut of the e· rl tin 
• 

rock - t • t ic is nei t r old n r ne - ioh burn on lips of I iah 

an sang in the h t o the Ps lm1 , t t w ich o s h • in the "urnin bw:Jh, 

and lillel s· ~ed with t. ose te - t.· t hich s tisfi d 1e souls o£ n r tions 

in v rid arb un er ny , ho kne all the bitterness 

and sufferin hich we, t h ir desc dants, aro c min to mo , ·ut who kne much 1 e 

besides. 

e have an et rnal ouf'ficient truth hbh alone can stlly t e be rts n u litt 

the spirits of our ravaged ene ion of Je s, and into th h rt of • 1 aesolate 

ener tion, we must try to br t e lin.; and tren t henin • should offer our 

people t ref e or their hi toric 11th, a f 1th met or ture men, hich holds 

out no promise or uick victory, no esc e into illusion or self-d lusione, d no 

immunity rom sorrow d ~itin , ut 1hioh does o t r en th di it or orkin 1th 

God in a world which He ere ted tor an to dell in on tenu, etined 1111, 

comfort ot belonging to a brave and -11ant band or men ho from th ay■ of 

th• 

baa 



to this arched t· ro h the lon ..,entm-1 s 1: eaconiu • the orld' rkne,s it the 

tore r t .eir 1th in Goo and in j ti'"'e, freedoa, brot erhood nd p ce. 

And our 1·ell 1ous clloola are indis;ensable ~e ~ci s in thi pro r · m of 

rell·iow reviv l ~ s :ri tua rene al. J eruaale as es troy , s ' o ri·. btis, 

when there were no longe~suc scho ls ·ithin t city 

in··truct n in them. 

ut em n to live. 

chil ren rere no long r 

ta ~:t • t e tr te • or 

survu :1 tl . I.n 'ler- crisis, exile , ar r is ster, t.'1ey turned not to s tes n, 

9ner -ls or phiL nthropists, 1,ut to choolmen teach rs - Ezra t e cribe, in 

the try d ys o~ t 1 First . estor · ti n, Jocht1 an bon Za.< 1 his schc l at 

aft r 1 '"; co 1 .. D str cti n. Te cl ers er- .l a- s t-.1eir c p • ins, pils their 

soldiers, school tu ir ortre.;> es. .f enever on cent r of J , sh l1f w s cstroyed, 

men or U·. ir t th Boo.te t D ed l r aurrection co the 

ne c , t 1·. cu is tod t· ., • test nter f J .ish lif in 11 our istory. 

The Ol<l : orl J.a re ... en tro d b , f e or • Those ho build r 

Je ish :J• ol, at of 1 rnin.:, ...... • t e a.viors of our opl £or t ey 

are r ith1'ul to t 1 triea arrl ... t d ·"eclmi uo or jo leh urv v l. 
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Design For Jewish Living-
Jewish Education As The Key 

to Jewish Sunival 
tBv DR. ABBA HILLEL SILVER 

While new nostrums and paaattaS the prayer book. Its seiritual exer-
are beinc offered to Jews to com- cises were Holy Day observances. Its 
bat the ills with which they are 
afflicted, Dr. Silver, one of Ameri
ca's fanmost spiritual pides as 
well as public leaden, points out 
that the basis of Jewish survival 
is to be found in the one NUrce
Jewish relicion-which has enabled 
the Jews to surmount all their 
trials until this day. In this eloquent 
plea to American Jews to rive full 
support to the cause of Jewish eclu
cation, Dr. Silver describes the 
,-eanm1 and aspiration of Jewish 
education.-'Dle FAlitor. 

BY Jewish education we all mean 
education in the Jewish religion, 
in Torah. It means that, or it 

means nothing at all. The sole pur
pose of education among our people 
throughout the ages was to teach 
men to live according to the Law. 
Our people, of course, knew of 
Hocbm11l>--secular knowledge, along
side of Torah-religious instruction, 
and except in certain periods and 
places were not opposed to Hoch-
1'Ulh. Many welcomed it and many 
made significant contribu'tions to it. 
But the Jewish communal schools 
were devoted primarily iand, in most 
instances, exclusively to Torah. 
Whatever Hocbmllh was taught was 
woven into the pattern of Torah. 
Torah was primary. Without it all 
secular knowledge was regarded as 
vain and even dangerous. 'If there 
is no Torah there can be no Hoch
m11h''. And the very foundations of 
Hocbmt,J, itself was reverence for 
God and the spiritual order. It was 
not learning as such which our peo
ple extolled, or study or scholarship, 
but learning the will of God and 
studying t·he world of God. 

Torah did not mean abstract re
ligious philosophy or theology. It 
meant instruction in moral conduct 
based on divine authority. Our fore. 
fatben were not great philosophers. 
It was nearly t,JOO years after Soc
rates and Plato before we produced 
our first importiant systematic phil
osopher. But centuries before the 
time of Athenian philosophers our 
people produced Moses, Micah, Jere
miah and Isaiah ... The Hebrew," to 
quote Zangwill, .. was never a specu
lator (about' God) nor a reflector, 
but always an actor. God was not to 
be figured in thought or -art, but to 
be obeyed.,, 

Jewish education was an experience 
in, and preparation for, modern liv• 
ing in the sight of God. Its text were 
the Bible and its rabbinic derivatives. 
Its locale was the Synagogue. Its 
mood was piety. Its devotions were 

songs were the psalms. 
The Jewish world outlook in the 

past was in many ways like that of 
all other peoples, but in some ways 
it was different. And it is these dif
ferences which gave and still give 
distinction to our culture. The wise 
Greeks produced no bible. In Athens, 
Rome or Alexandria there were no 
prophets although there were many 
soothsayers and oracles. No people 
resisted Hellenism in the Lev;antine 
world of the second century except 
the Jews, who pref erred Torah to a 
Torahless Hoclmu,h. 

It was said of the Persians ( and 
the Jews lived within the Persian 
Empire for centuries and learned 
much from them) that the sum of 
their education consisted in teaching 
their youth to write, to shoot with 
the bow, and to speak truth. Truth 
speaking is ;a high moral virtue. But 
it is not enough. One must also karn 
to do right. T·he schools of our fore
fathers did not teach their youth to 
write or to shoot, although they did 
come, after a time, to teach them 
a trade. But they did teach their 
youth to do justly, to love mercy and 
to walk humbly with God. This kind 
of Jewish education, the classic and 
tr.aditional kind, the only kind 
known to our people under the name 
of Jewish education, is sorely needed 
in oU'r day. As a people we need not 
be admonished or encouraged a.bout 
the importance of secular education. 
We are avid for it. Our people ar~ 
crowding all the secular schools and 
colleges of the land. The Jewish mind 
is making brilliant contributions to
day in nearly every field of human 
thought. But our youth needs re
ligion and our adults need religion. 
This entire generation of Jews and 
non-Jews alike has gone from one 
disaster to another for lack of it. 

No Subadtutes 

TO thought£ ul Jews it is becoming 
increasingly dear that there a~ 

no substitutes in Jewish life for re
ligion. Neither ,philanthorpy nor cul
ture nor nationalism is adequate for 
the stress and challenge of our lives. 
All these interests can and must find 
their rightful place within the gen
erous pattern of Judaism. But the 
pattern must be Judaism, the Juda
ism of the Torah, the synagogue and 
the prayer book, the Judaism of the 
priest, the prophet, the saint, the 
mystic and the r.abbi, the Judaiffll 

which speaks of God, and the wor
ship of God, and the commandments 
of God and the quest of God. 

There have been many false pro
phets of "Ersatz" Judaism in our 
midst who have frequently misled 
our people. There were those pro
f essional social-workers for example, 
who announced that ;a full comple
ment of scientifically administered 
hospitals and orphanages and ot·het 
social agencies was a sufficient "vllllt 
1t1eC11-m" for the Jewish people, and 
that the synagogue and the religious 
school were quite unnecessary. At 
best they were to be tolerated only 
as a concession to those who still 
take such things seriously, and in 
order not to create 1Unpleasant f ric
tion in the community. Such social 
workers had many ready adherents 
among our would-be assimilated and 
rich Jews. 

There were certain Jewish educat
ors who resented the intrusion of re
ligion in their ultra-scientific cur
ricula. Judaism, they said, was not 
a religion, but a way of life-that 
is to say, their way of life, which of 
course, was non-religious or anti
religious. Jewish educ-ation should, 
according to them, not be religious 
at all, only nationalistic and linguis
tic. At best the religious note might 
be smuggled in, bu't only as a con
cession to old-timers and cranks who 
do not know any better. 

There were those Jewish spokes
men who offered Jewish nationalism 
as a substitute for Judaism, forget
ting that nationalism as such, unre
deemed by a moral vision and re
sponsibility, has sadly fragmentized 
our world, provincialized its peoples 
and is driving nations madly from 
one disaster to another; forgetting, 
further, that there is a widely-felt 
and widely-answered need for relig
ion and religious institutions even 
among peoples whose national life is 
already fully established, who are in 
their own lands and who are po,1-

sessed of a rich national culture. 
Amos, Isaiah and Jeremiah felt the 
need to preach religion - God and 
obedience to God's moral law - to 
their people even though Israel in 
their day was established as a nation 
in its own land and spoke its own 
language. Tfte upbuilding of a Jewish 
national home in Palestine is one 
great, urgent and historically ines
capable task of Jewry, and Jewish 
education should stress this fact. ~ 
upbuilding of Jewish religious life in 
America and elsewhere throughout 
the world, inclusive of Palestine i, 
another. One is no substitute for the 
other. One is not opposed to the 
other. 

It is folly and wor,e at this des• 
perate and critical moment in our 
history to draw misleading distinc-
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tions between Judaism and Zionism, 
to suggest that prophetic Judaism is 
anti-nationalist, or that the universal 
ethical teachings of Judaism demand 
that the Jewish people shall never 
again reconstruct its national life 
in the historic national home where 
these universal ethical teachings were 
first promulgated. The total Zionist 
program ts the fulfillment of pro
phetic Judaism. And our great spir
itual leaders throughout the ages al
ways spoke of a twofold task for 
Israel: the task of spiritual return 
and that of national restoration. The 
anti-nationalism of a handful of 
modern Reform rabbis is a very rc
cen t and an altogether :alien impor
tation into Jewish life. It was first 
proclaimed in 19th century Ger
many, ind having been completely 
bankrupt there, it is now being of
fered again as something sensationally 
new to the Jews of America-with 
an eye to the non-Jew. 

Ersatz Judaism 

A LL these false prophets of "Ersatz" 
Judaism have had their clamorous 

hour among us, or are having it for 
the moment, but their hour is defi
nitely over. Thought,ful Jews are 
turning to the sure and classic high
ways of Jewish life. What our people 
need today is not the innovation or 
renovation or reformation or recon
struction of Judaism, but the con
version of the Jew to his faith. 
Tsb,w.JJ- "Return" - that is c-he 
note which the world's great Judg
ment Day and our own vast tribu
lation is sounding in the camp of 
Israel. It is no longer a question of 
less ritual or of more, of Reform, 
Conservatism or Orthodoxy, but of 
Godlessness, secularism and material
ism which have blighted our people, 
along with all other peoples, but 
which we, because of our unique 
position in the world, can least of all 
af,ford. Neither Orthodoxy, Conserv
atism nor Reform has scored any sig
nificant victory in our day, and life 
is now attacking them all. Organiz
ationaUy, Reform Judaism has not 
only failed to make progttn in recent 
years, but it has actually retrogressed 
in relation to the increated Jewish 
population in the United States. The 
ranks of Conservatism and Ortho
doxy have been replenished largely 
through immigi,ation. Nor can Re
form Judaism hope to save or vita
lize itself by furbishing up anew its 
traditional opposition to Jewish na
tionalism. The bitterest foes of Zion
ism are laymen who never enter our 
Temples. Their opposition is motiv
ated not by religion or by any con
sistent and worthy philosophy of 
Jewish life and destiny, but by sheer 
escapism. Nor will Conservative .and 
Orthodox Judaism save or vitalize 
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themselves through the mere cham
pioning of Jewish nationalism. Nor 
is Jewish philanthropy or civic pro
tective activities adequate for the 
spiritual emergencies of our people. 
The former is only a phase of our 
religion, the latter only a phase of 
the world's irreligion. Our lay-read
ers wowld do well to turn from their 
all-out absorption in relief and de
fense and devote more of their 
thought and energy to the spiritual 
and educational needs of their people, 
who, knowing less and less of their 
people's life, history and literature, 
are losing more iand more their per• 
spective and their morale. 

The answer today must be Juda
ism-that which is carved out of 
the everlasting rock-that which is 
neither old nor new-that which 
burned on the lips of Isaiah and sang 
in the heart of the Psalmist, that 
which Moses heard in the burning 
bush, and Hillel shared with the 
proselyte-that which satisfied the 
souls of generations of our ancestors 
who walked in varied garb under 
many skies, who knew all the bitter
ness and suffering which we, their 
descendants, are coming to know, 
but who knew mutch else besides. 

We hiave an eternal and sufficient 
truth which alone can stay the hearts 
and uplift the spirits of our ravaged 
generation of Jews, and into the 
hearts of this desolate generation, we 
must try to bring that healing and 
strengthening. Many will not listen 
to us. We must not pursue the many 
and distort our message and cast 
about for new techniques to please 
their tastes. God singled out our 
people for the burden of His trutth. 
"Not because you were many . . . 
for you are the smallest among the 
nations." Isaiah, too, was baffled by 
his generation which was stricken in 
every part of its body like ours, 
whose whole head wus sick and whose 
whole heart was faint, yet persisted 
in straying away more and more. 
But, as in the days of Isaiah, there 
will always be the remnant who may 
be made to undersnand the meaning 
and the healing of a Religion of Re• 
turn. We should off er our people the 
refuge of their historic faith, ~ faith 
meet for mature men, which holds 
out no promise of quick victory, no 
escape into illusions or self-delusions, 
and no immulflity from sorrow and 
smiting, but which does of.fer men 
the dignity of working with God in 
a world which He created for man 
to dwell in on terms defined by Him, 
and the comfort of belonging to a 
b.r,.ive and gallant band of men who 
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from the days of Abraham to this 
marched through the long centuries 
beaconing the world's darkness with 
the torch of their faith in God and 
in justice, freedom, brotherhood and 
peace. 

Our religious schools are indis
pensable agencies in this program of 
religious reviv-als and spiritual re
newal. Jerusalem was destroyed, say 
our rabbis, when! there were no 
longer such schools within the city 
and children were no longer in
structed in them. 
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By J ewi h ducatiun_ we a 11 mean educa
tion in 1he Jewi. ·}1 reli{)'ion. in Torah. It 
mean: that, or it m ans nothing at all. 

Th sole purpo. e of echwation amonrr our 
people throughout the a 0 ·e: wa: to teach meu 
1.o liYc ac ·orcling to the Law. Our people, of 
·oun;e. knew ot IIoclwwli-:ecnlar knowle lge. 
alongside of Torah-religion in truction, and 
ex<:ept in certain period. and place ,vere not 
oppn. eel to Iloclrnwl1. ~Ianr welcomed it and 
many made ignificant contribution. to it. But 
the .Jewi h communal . ehool. were devoted pri
maril,v and, in mo. t in. tarn•e:-;, exclusively to 
Torah. Whatever Iloclt mall " ·a~ tang-ht wa: 
woven into the pattern of Torah. Torah wa 
primary. "\Vithout it all . ecular knowledge 
wa: re 0 ·arded a. vain and even dauO'erous. "If 
then~ i, no Torah there ran be no Ilocltrnalz. 
' .A.ud the very foundation: of Hoch malt it. elf 

wa. reverence for Goel and 1 he . piritual order. 
It wa. not learnino- a. uch which our peopl 
~xtolled, or tudy or cholar. hip but learning 
the will of od and tndyinO' the word of God. 

'L'orah did not mean ab. tract reliO'ious 
philo ophy or theology. It meant in tru tion 
in moral couduct ba ed 011 divin authorit:L 
Our forefather were not O'J'ea t philo ophers. 
It was n arly J .500 year. after N·rate. and 
Plato befor we produc-ed our fir ·t important 
. y . ·tematic philo opher. But renturie. before 
the time of Athenian philo oph r • our people 
produced ::\'.Iose. 1:icah, .J remia h and I. aiah. 
"The Hehr w," to quote ZanO'will, "wa never 
a !-.pN•ulator (about God) nor a reflector, but 
ah,·a~·: an actor. God wa . not to h figured 
in thought 01· art but to be ohe.,·ecl. '' 

.J wi. h education wa au experien in and 
preparation for modern living- in the ight of 
:rod. It. te .· t. were the Bible and it rabbini 

de1·ivc1tive.. It. locale wa th , ynagogue . 
It. mood wa pi ty. It devotion. were th€' 
prayer book. It. . piritual exerci. e were IIol~· 
Da~- ob:ervance .. It ong. w r the p:Hlm:-;. 

The .Jewi h world outloolr in tlw past wa. in 
many way like that of all o1h€'r p oples. but 
in . ·ome way it wa different. And it i the e 
differen . ·whi h gav and till g-iv di. tin -
tion to our cnltur . The wi Gr<'<'k. produced 
no Bible. In Athen , Rom<' 01· .._\ lexanclria 
ther were no prophet: although there were 
many . ooth. ayer and oracle . o people 
r€':i t cl II lleni m in the L vantine world of 
th : cond century except the l \Ys. who prc>
ferr cl Torah to a Torahle. . Hori, mah. 

It wa ·aid of th Per ian (and th J w 
liY d within the Per. ian Empir for centuries 
and l arnecl mu h from th m ) that th . nm of 
their clu ation on i ted in tea<'hino- their 
youth to write, to hoot with th bow, and to 
p al· truth. Truth p akin{)' is a hig-h moral 

virtu . But it i not enouO'h. One mu t al o 
learn to do riO'ht. Th • hool. · of our fore
fath r did not teach th ir outh to writ or 
to hoot, althouO'h th y lid come, aft r a time, 
to t ach them a trad . But 1hey did 1each 
th ir youth to do ju. tl:v, to love merc·,v and to 
walk humh1)· , ith God. Thi: ki11Cl of ,J wish 

For Jewish 
By DR. ABBA HILLEL SIL VER 

While new nost ru ms and panaceas are being 
offered to Jews to combat the ills with which they 
are afflicted , Dr. Silver, one of America 's fore most 
spiritual guides as well as public leaders, points 
out that the basis of Jewish survival is to be found 
in the one sou rce-Jewish religion-which has 
en abled the Jews to surmount all their trials until 
this day. In this eloquent plea to American Jews 
to give full support to the cause of Jewish educa 
tion, Dr. Silver describes the meaning and aspira 
tion of Jewish education. -THE EDITOR 

• • • 
education, th cla ic and traditional kind, tl1 
only kind known to our people under the name 
of Jewi h education, i sorely need cl in our 
day. \. a people we need not be admonished 
or eucourao-ed about the importance of ecular 
ednration. '\Ve are avid for it. Our peopl 
ar c·r wding· all the cular . ehool. and eol
]ege: of the land. The Jewi h mind i making
brilliant eontrihutions today in 11early every 
field of human thought. But our youth need · 
r ligion and our adult need religion . Thi 
cnti 1·e g-enr1·ation of .Jews and non-,Jew~ alike 
ha. g-one from on di. a ter to anoth r for lack 
of it. 

No Substitutes 
To thoughtful ,Jew, it j h coming- increa -

i11gl~· cl al' that there ar no :nb. titute in 
.Jewish ]if for rc>lig-ion . eit lier philanthrop,
nor culture 11or nationali m i: ad (fnat for 
tlH~ tr !-lS ancl c· ha I lenge of our Ii • . . AlJ 
the. intere. t: l'.-lll an l mn. t find th ir riid11 fn1 
pla "· itl1in 11H' g-enerou patt rn of -Tuclai m. 
Hnt thr patt •rn mu:t he Jnclai. m, tht· .Judai. m 
of the 'J'o1·al1, th . ynagoo-ue ancl th pra~·er 
l ook, th Ju lai . m of the prir. t, th p1·ophet, 
1he ai11t the my. tic an l tl1 rabbi. th ,Juda
ism whi It speak of God, and the wor hip of 
God, all(l thc> rommanchnent. of od and the 
que t of God. 

'l'here have be n mnny £al e proph t: of 
'· Br, atz" ,Tudai m in our mid t who havc> fre
qu ntly mi. led our p opl . 'I1hc>r wen' tho. • 
profe . iorn-11 . ocial-worker for exampl , who 
annonnr cl that a full compl me11t of sc•ien
t ific•ally aclmin i:-;t rc>d ho. pital and orphanag-c> 
and ot.he-r :o •ial agen ie • wa. a i,mffic·i<'nt 
'·vade me ·um'' for 111 .Jt'wi. h people, and that 
1 h . yna~oO'ne and t hf r ligiou. hool were 
quit unnec s:ary. At b t th y w 1·e to bc> 
tol€'rated only a· a on •e::ion to those who 
still tak uch thing. seriou ly, and in order 
not to er ate unpJea . ant fri ·ti n i11 thc> com
munity. 'uch social "~ork r had many ready 
adh relit. amo110' our won ld-h a:similat<'d an<l 
rich J w . . 

11h re W<'l'e certain Jrwi:-;h dnca1or: wJ10 r -
•ented th in tru ion of reliO'ion in their ultra-
·ientific curricula. Judai m they aid, wa. 

11ot a r ligion but a way of lif -that i to ay, 
their way oE life, whi h of our e, was non
r('ligiou: or anti-r liO'iou . Jewi h education 
:hould a ·<•or lin(J' to them not b reli iou at 
a11, onl)' nationali ·tic and lingui tic. t be t 
th r ]iO'ion: n t might be ·muO'gled in but 
011 ly a a coHce ·ion to old-tim r . and crank 
who lo not knmv any h tter. 

'l1her wer tho ·e J wi h poke men who 
off r c>d tT wi ·h 11a1 ionali. m a a . nbstitut for 

.Judaism. forgdti11g- that nationali m a, uch, 
vnredeemed by a moral vi. ion and r pon i
hility, ha sadly fra~m ntized our world, pro
, incialized ib p oples and i drivino- nation. 
n,adly from on(' disa. t r to another; forO'et
ting, furtl1c>r, 1 hat there i. a widrly-felt and 
wid ly-an. wcr d need for r li~ion and r ligi
ou. in. titntion: even amonO' p oplc>. who e 
national lif i. air ady fully e. ta blished, who 
are in th ir own land and who fir(' po . . e ed 
of a rich national rnlture. .Amos, J:aiah an<l 
Jeremiah frlt the nc>ed to prc>ach reliO'ion- God 
and ob die1tce to Jod ' moral law- to th ir 
people even tbo1wh I rael in th€'ir day wa: 
e tabli hec.1 a. a m1tion in it own ]and and 
spok its own l,rno-uage. Th npbuihling; of a 
.Jewi. h national horn in Pal tine i onc> great. 
urg nt and hi:-;torically ine capa bl ta:k of 
J wry, and Jewi. h education hould tr tl1i. 
fa •t. 11he upbuildi1w of Jc>wish r0lig-io11. )if<' 
in Ameriea and el. ewhc>r<.> throu(J'hout th 
world, inc·ln. iv of Pal . tin L another. Onc> 
i .. not oppo ed to th other. 

Tt is folly and wor. at t11 i.- dc>. pc>ra t(' arnl 
nitieal mo111€'nt in om· hi. t01·y to clraw mi. -
J0ctcli11g- clistin tion. bt>twec>n Juclai. m ancl 
.Zionism. to sng-O'eRt that proph('tic ,J ncfa i:m i!-. 

a11ti -11atio11ali:t, or that tlw uniYersal (-{hical 
ta hino-.' of tfuclai:m d mand that the ,Jewi. h 
people . hall u v r a 0 ·ain r on tru t it. 1rn
t ional life in the hi. tori • natioual home wh rc> 
thesc> nniv<'r al thi al t a hin~s wer fir t 
promulgated. The total Zioni t program L the 
fulfillment of prophetic 1 o J udai. m. And our 
great piriiual I ader: throughout 111 ag .' 
c1lway: . poke of a twofold task for 1:--rael: tllc> 
task of spiritual rc>tnni and that of national 
rt>:-;torHti011. ThP anti-1rntimrnli:m of a h:-mclful 
of rnocln-11 Rrforrn rahhis is a Ye1·~· rec<.>nt and 
an altog- th r alien importation into Jrwi h 
lif('. It wa: fit-st pro •laim cl in l!lth c·entur.v 
, rman)' , and havin" hec>n completc>J~· hnnk

rupt th<>rc>, it i: now heing- off 1·c>cl ag-ain a: 
:-;om<.>thin•l' :-;ensationally n w to the ,Jtws of 
.. \ rne,·ira- with an ye to th J1011-.T w. 

Ersatz Judaism 
..t\11 th ,· fal: proph t of ' Er:atz" Juda

i:-.m hav had th ir •lam rem. hom· ainon~ n., 
or m· having: it for the moment, but th ir 
hour i: d fl.nit Iv ovtr. 11hon~htful .Jew ar 
turning- to th .\1r and ela sie hig-hwa of 
.Jewish Ii r . ,\ .. hat our p op1 nc>ed today i. 
not 1 h innovation or renovation or reforma
tion or r con tnwtion of Judaism hut the 
eon 1"ion of th Jew to l1is faith. Tshuvah-
' I eturn"- that j., th uotc> whic·h the worlds 

o-reat Judo-m 11t Day and onr own ast 1ribn
lation i .. oundincr in tllC' amp of I ra 1. It i 
no lono- r a qu . ti n of le I'itual or of mor . 
of R form, on. rvati:m or rthodo~ y but of 

odl ne , , culari. 'm and materiali, m which 
have blighted our p ople along with all oth r 
peopl but which w , b cause of our unique 
po •ition in th world, an lea:t of all afford. 
.. Teith r Orthodoxy, on. rvati ·rn uor Reform 

(Continued on page 10) 
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s cored any signficant victory in 
day, and life i now attacking 

them all. Organizationally, Reform 
Judai. m has not only failed to mak 
progres in 1· cent year , but it ha ~ 
actually retrogre ed in r lation to the 
increased Jewish population in the 
United State . The rank of Con erva
tism and Orthodoxy have been replen
i hed largely through immigration. or 
can Reform Judai m hope to ave or 
vitalize itself by furbi hing up anew 
its traditional opposition t Jewi h na
tionali m. The bittere t foe of Zion
ism are laymen who never enter our 
Temple . Their oppo ition is motivated 
not by religion or by any con i tent 
and worthy philosophy of Jewi h life 
and de tiny but by heer escapi m. 

or will Con ervative and Orthodox 
Judai m ave or vitalize themselves 
through the mere championing of Jew
i h nationalism. or is Jewi h philan
thropy or civic protective activities 
adequate for the spiritual emergen
cies of our people. The former i only 
a pha e of our religion, the latter only 
a pha e of the world's irreligion. Our 
lay-leaders would do well to turn from 
their all-out absorption in relief and 
defen e and devote more of their 
thought and energy to the spiritual 
and educational need of their people, 
who, knowing le s and less of their 
peopl ' life, hi tory and literature, are 
losing more and more their p r pec
tive and their morale. 

Th an wer today mu t be Judai m 
-that which is carved out of the 
everla ting rock-that which is neither 
old nor new- that which burn d on 
the lip of L aiah and ang in th 
heart of th P almist, that which 
Mo e heard in the burning bu h, and 
Hillel shared with the pro elyte-that 
which sati fi d th soul of gen ration 
of our anc stors who walked in varied 
garb und r many kies, who kn w all 
the bitt me and suffering which we, 
their de. cendant , are coming to know, 
but who kn w much el e be ides. 

W have an ete1·nal and sufficient 
truth which alone can tay the hearts 
and uplift the pirit of our ravaged 
g n ration of Jews, and into the h ar . 

(Continii d on page 17) 
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1 ··• d olate generation. "<.' mu. t 
try to bring that healing and . trenS,?th
ening. Many will not listen to u:-. \V 
mu. t not pur. u th many and di . tort 
our mes age and cast ::ibo1lt for n , 
techniques to plea e their t? . t •:. God 
. ing-led out om· people for th• burden 
of His truth. " ot b caus you w re 
many . . . for you ar v, .'mall st 
among the nation ." Isaiah, too, wac; 
baffl d by his generation which wa 
strick n in every part of it bodv like 
ours, who e whole head wa . ick and 
who e whole heart wa faint, y t per-
i ted in straying away more and mor . 

But, a in the day of I aiah. there 
will always h the remnant who may 
b mad to under. tand th me11ning 
and th h aling of a Religion of Re
turn. W should -0ffer our people th 
refug of th ir hi toric faith. a faith 
meet for mature men, which hold. out 
no promi. of quick victory, no . cape 
into illu ion or elf-delu. ion:, and no 
immunity from .orrow and ~miting, 
but which doe. off r men th dignity 
of working with God in a world which 
He created for man to dw ll in on 
term defined by H i m , a n d th 
comfort of belonging to a bravC' and 
gallant band of men who from the 
day. of Abraham to thi marched 
through th long centurie. beaconing 
the world'. darkne . with the torch of 
their faith in God and in ju. ti ', frl' -
dom, broth rho d and peac . 

Our religiou. chools ar indi: pC'n 
sable ag ncies in thi program of r li 
gious revival and piritual ren wal. 
J ru alem wa. d . troyed, . ay our rab
bi , when ther w re no longer :uch 
schools within th city and chilclr<•n 
were no longer in . tructed in them. «) 
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While new nostrums and panaceas are being ottered to 
Jews to combat the ills with which they are afflicted, 
~r. Silver, one ot America's foremost spiritual guides 
as well as public leaders, points out that the basis 
of Jewish survival is to be :round in the one souroe -
Jewish religion -- which has enabled the Jews to su?'
mount all their trials until this day. In this elo
quent plea to Amerioan Jews to give full support to 
the ~~use of Jewish education, nr. Silver describes 
the meaning and aspiration of Jewish education • 

• • . The Edi tor 

:By Jewish eduoat1on we all mean education in the Jewish reli
gion, in Torah. It means that, or it means nothing at all. The sole 
purpose of education among our people throughout the ages was to teach 
men to live according to the Law. Our people, of course, knew of 
Honhmah - secular knowledge, alongside of Torah -- religious instruc
tion, and except in certain periods and places were not opposed to 
Hochrnah. Many welcomed it and many made significant contributions to 
it. But the Jewish coITlllllnal schools were devoted primarily and, in 
most instances, exoluaively to Torah. Whatever Hoohmah was taught was 
woven into the pattern or Torah. Torah was primary. Without it all 
secular knowledge was regarded as vain and even dangerous. 1 If there 
is no Torah there can be no Hochmah."And the very foundations ot Hoch
mah itself was reverence tor God and the spiritual order. It was not 
learning as suoh which our people extolled, or study or scholarship, 
but learning the will ot God and studying the word ot God. 

Torah did not mean abstract religious philosophy or theology. 
It meant instruction in moral conduct based on divine authority. Our 
forefathers were not great philosophers. It was nearly 1,500 years 
after eocrates and Plato before we produced our first important sys
tematic philosopher. But centuries betore the time ot Athenian phi
losophers our people produced Moses, Micah, Jeremiah and Isaiah. "The 
Hebrew,• to quote Zangwill, "was never a speculator (about God) nor a 
reflector, but always an aotor. God was not to be figured in thought 
or art, but to be obeyed. 1 

(Continued on Page 2C) 
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Jewish education was an experience in, and preparation tor 
modern living in the sight ot God. Its texts were the !ible and its 
rabbinic derivatives. Its locale was the Synagogue. Its mood waa 
piety. Ita devotions were the prayer book. Its spiritual excroisee 
were Holy •BY observances. Its songs were the psalms. 

The Jewish world outlook in the paat was in many ways like 
that of all other peoples, but in some ways it was different. And it 
is these differences which gave and still give distinction to our cul
ture. The wise Greeks produced no bible. In Athens, l\ome or Alexan
dria there were no prophets although there were many soothsayers and 
oracles. No people resisted Hellenism in the Levantine world of the 
second century except the Jews, who preferred Torah to a Torahless 
Hochmah. 

It was said of the Persians (and the Jews lived within the 
Persian lmpire for centuries and learned much from them) that the 
of their education consisted in teaching their youth to~~r~J];r-tin-,l-,~b 
shoot with the bow, and to speak truth. Truth speaking s a high 
moral virtue. l!ut it is not enough. One must also learn to q.o 

0
-'-,;::i~.-.-

The schools of our forefathers did not teach their youth t writ or 
to shoot, although they did come, after & time, to teach th trade. 
!ut they did teach their youth to do Justly, to love mercy and to 
walk humbly with God. This kind of Jewish education, the classic and 
traditional kind, the only kind known to our people under the name ot 
Jewish education, is sorely needed in our day. As a people we need 
not be admonished or encouraged about the importance of secular edu
cation. We are avid tor it. Our people are crowding all the secular 
schools and colleges ot the land. The Jewish mind is making brilliant 
contributions today in nearly every field of human thought. ~ut our 
youth needs religion and our adults need religion. This entire genera
tion ot Jews and non-Jews alike has gone from one disaster to another 
for lack ot it. 

No !ubsti tut es 

To thoughtful Jews it is becoming increasingly clear that 
there are no substitutes in Jewish life for religion. Neither philan
thropy nor culture nor nationalism is adequate for the stress and 
challenge ot our lives. All these interests can and must find their 
rightful place within the generous pattern ot Judaism. Sut the pat
tern Jlllst be Judaism, the Judaism ot the Torah, the synagogue and 
the prayer book, the Judaism of the priest, the prophet, the saint, 
the mystic and the rabbi, the Judaism which speaks ot God, and the 
worship of God, and the conmandments of God and the quest of God. 

There have been many talse prophets or "Ersatz• Judaism in 
our midst who have frequently misled our people. There were those 
professional aocial--workers tor example, who announced that a tull 
complement ot scientit1cally administered hospi tale and Tphanages 
and other social agencies was a sufficient "v§:.Q& mecum• tor the Jewish 
people, and that tho synagogue and the religious school were quite un
necessary. At best they were to be tolerated only as a oonoession 
to those who still take such things seriously, and in order not to 
create unpleasant friction in the oonmunity, 8uoh social worker• had 
many ready adherents moong our would-be assimilated and rich Jew,. 

(Continued on Page 30) 
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There were certain Jewish educators who resented the intru
sionof' religion in their ultra-soientitio curricula. Judaism, they 
said, was not a religion, but a way ot lite - that is to say, their 
way of lite, which of course, was non-religious or anti-religious. 
Jewish education should, according to them, not be religious at all, 
only nationalistic and linguistic. At beat the religious note might 
be smuggled in, but only as a concession to old-timers and cranks who 
do not know any better. 

There were those Jewish spokesmen who offered Jewish national
ism as a substitute ~or Judaism, forgetting that nationalism as 
auoh, unredeemed by a moral vision and responsibility, has sadly rrag
mentized our world, provincialized its peoples and is driving nations 
madly from one disaster to another; forgetting, further, that there 
is a widely-felt and widely-answered need for religion and religious 
institutions even among peoples whose national life is already fully 
established, who are in their own lands and who are possessed of a 
rich national culture. Amos, Isaiah and Jeremiah felt the need to 
preach religion -- God and obedienoe to God's moral law - to their 
people even though Israel in their day was established as a nation in 
its own land and spoke its own language. The upbuilding of a Jewish 
national home in Palestine is one great, urgent and historically in
escapable task of Jewry, and Jewish education should stress this tact. 
The upbuilding of Jewish religious lite in America and elsewhere 
throughout the world, inclusive of Palestine is another. One is no 
substitute tor the other. One is not opposed to the other. 

It is folly and worse at this ·desperate and critical moment 
1n our history to draw misleading d1st1not1ons between Judaism and 
Zionism, to suggest that prophetic Juda.ism is anti-nationalist, or 
that the universal ethical teachings of Judaism demand that the ?ew
ish people shall never aga1n~construct its national life in the his
toric national home where these universal ethical teachings were first 
protm.tlgated. The total Zionist program is the fulfillment of prophet,.. 
ic Judaism. And our great spiritual leaders throughout the ages al
ways spoke ot a twofold task tor Israel: the task or spiritual re
turn and that of national restoration. The anti-nationalism of a 
handful of modern l\etonn rabbis is a veey recent and an altogether 
alien importation into Jewish lite. It was first proclaimed in 19th 
century Gennany, and having been completely bankrupt there, it is now 
being offered again as something sensationally new to the Jews of 
America - with an eye to the non-Jew. 

Ersatz Judaism 

All these false prophets or "Ersatzu Judaism have had their 
clamorous hour among us, or are having it tor the moment, but their 
hour is definitely over. Thoughtful Jews are turning to the sure and 
classic highways of Jewish lite. What our people need today is not 
the innovation or renovation or retonnation or reconstruction ot Ju
daism, but the conversion or the Jew to his faith. Tshuvah - 1 l\e
turn11 - that is the note which the world I s great Judgment •ay and 
our own vast tribulation is sounding in the camp or Israel. It 1a 
no longer a question or less ritual or of more, of Refonn, Conserva
tism or Orthodoxy, but of Godlessness, secularism and ma ter1al1srn 
which have blighted our people, along with all other peoples, but 
which we, because ot our unique position in the world, can least ot 
all aftord. Ne1 ther Orthodoxy, ( Continued on Page 40) 



\ 
'PAGE 4:C Belease: Y,1,43 

Conservatism nor Ketonn has scored any significant Victory in our 
day, and lite is now attacking them all. Organizationally, Jtef'orm 
~daiem has not only tailed to make progress in recent years, rut it 
has actually retrogressed in relation to the increased Jewish popula
tion in the United !tates. The ranks of Conservatism and Orthodoxy 
have been rGplenished largely through inrnigrat1 on. Nor can l\etonn 
Judaism hope to save or vitalize itself by turbishing up anew its 
traditional opposition to Jewish nationalism. The bitterest foea ot 
Zionism are laymen who never enter our Temples. Their opposition is 
motivated not by religion or by any consistent e.nd worthy philosophy 
of Jewish lite and destiny, but by sheer escapism. Nor will Conser
vative and Orthodox Judaism save or vitalize themselves through the 
mere championing ot Jewish nationalism. Nor 1s Jewish philanthropy 
or civic protective activities adecpa.te tor the spiritual emergeno1es 
ot our people. The former is only n phase of our religion, the lat
ter only a phase ot the world1 s irreligion. Our lay-leaders would 
do well to turn from their all-out absorption in relief and defense 
and devote more ot their 'thought and energy to the spiritual and 
educational needs ot their people, who, knowing less and less ot 
their people1s life, history and literature, are losing more and more 
their perapeotive and their morale. 

The answer today must be Judaism -- that which is carved out 
of the everlasting rock - that which is neither old nor new - that 
whioh burned on the lips ot Isaiah and sang in the heart of the 
7salm1.st, that which Moses heard in the burning bush~ and Hillel 
shared with the proselyte -- that which satisfied the souls ot gener
ations ot our ancestors who walked in varied garb under many skies, 
who knew all the bitterness and su·ttering which we, their desoendants, 
are ooming to know, ·but who knew much else besides. 

We have an eternal and sutticient truth which alone can stay 
the hearts and uplift the spirits or our ravaged generation of Jews, 
and into the hearts ot this desolate generation, we must try to 
bring that healing and strengthening. Many will not listen to us. 
We must not pursue the many and distort our message and cast about 
tor new techniques to please their tastes. God singled out our peo
ple tor the burden ot His truth. "Not because you were many ••• 
for you are the smallest among the nations.• Isaiah, too, was baf
fled by his generation which was stricken in every part ot its body 
like ours, whose whole head was sick and whose whole heart was taint, 
yet persisted in straying away more and more. But, as in the days 
ot Isaiah, there will always be the remnant who may be made to unde~ 
stand the meaning and the healing or a Religion ot Return. We should 
otter our people the refuge ot their historic faith, a faith meet 
tor mature men, wh1oh holda out no promise ot quick victory, no es
oape into illusions or self-delusions, and no inmunity from sorrow 
and arn1 ting, but which does otter men the d1 gni ty ot working wi ttl God 
in a world which He created for man to dwell in on terms defined by 
Him, and the comtort or belonging to a brave and gallant band ot men 
who trom the days ot Abraham b this marched through the long oenturiea 
beaoon_lng the world1 s darkness with the torch ot their faith in God 
and in Justice, freedom, brotherhood and peace. 

Our religious schools are indispensable agencies in this 
program ot religious revival and spiritual renewal. Jerusalem was 
destroyed, say our rabbis, when there were no longer such schools 
within the o1ty and children were no longer instructed in them. ------
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wish Survival 
EL SILVER 

WhJle new no trums a d panaceas are b~r nffered to 
Jews to combat the llls with blch they are aP,Jctef; Dr. SU
v r one of America's forem spiritu;.il rut· es as well as 
pa Uc leaden, points out that e basis of J iah 111"lval ls 
to be found in the one source--Jewish glon-which has 
enabled the Jews to surmount alljjleir, trials until this day. 
In this eloquent plea to American 7TIMli to give full support 
to the cause of Jewish education, Dr. Silver describes the 
meanlnl' and aspiration of Jewish education. 

By Jewish education we all 
mean education in the Jewish 
religion, in Torah. It means that, 
or it means nothing at all. The 
sole purpose of education among 
our people throughout the ages 
was to teach men to live accord
ing to the Law. Our people, of 
course. knew of Hochmah-secu
lar knowled~e. alongside of 
Torah - religious instruction, 
and except in certain periods 
and places were not opposed to 
Hochmah. Many welcomed it 
and many made significant con
tributions to it. But the Jewish 
communals schools were devoted 
primarily and, in most instances, 
exclusively to Torah. Whatever 
Hochmah was taught was woven 
into the pattern of Torah. Torah 
was primary. Without it all secu
lar know ledge was regarded as 
vain and even dangerous. "If 
there is no Torah there can be 
no Hochmah." And the very 
foundations of Hochmah itself 
was reverence for God and the 
spiritual order. It was not learn
ing the will of God and studying 
the word of God. 

Torah did not mean abstract 
religious philosophy or theology. 
It meant instruction in moral 
conduct based on divine author
·ty. Our forefathers were not 
great philosophers. It was near
ly 1,500 years after Socrates and 
Plato before we produced our 
first important systematic phil
osopher. But centuries before 
the time of Athenian philos
ophers our people produced 
Moses, Micah. Jeremiah and 
Isaiah. "The Hebrew," to quote 
Zangwill. "was never a specula
tor (about God) nor a reflector, 
but always an actor. v $od w !". 

not to be figured in thought or 
art, but to be obeyed." 

Jewish education was an ex
perience, in, and preparation for. 
modem living in the sight of 
God. Its texts were the Bible 
and its rabbinic derivatives. Its 
locale was the Synagogue. Its 
mood was piety. Its devotions 
were the prayer book. Its spir
itual exercises were Holy Day 
observances. Its songs were the 
psalms. 

The Jewish world outlook in 
the past was in many ways like 
that of all other peoples, but in 
some ways it was different. And 
it is these differences which gave 
and still give distfu.ction to our 
culture. The wise Greeks pro
duced no bible. In Athens. Rome 
or Alexandria there were no 
prophets although there were 
many soothsayers and oracles. 
No people resisted Hellenism in 
the Levantine world of the sec
ond century except the Jews, 
who preferred Torah to a Torah
less Hochmah. 

It was said of the Persians 
(and the Jews lived within the 
Penian Empire for centuries 

ed much from them) 
• --•i-tlnei~-e·ducation 

sisted in teaching their youth 
write. to shoot with the bow, 

and to speak truth. Truth speak
ing is a high moral virtue. But 
it is not enough. One must also 
learn to do right. The schools 
of our forefathers did not teach 
their youth to write or to shoot, 
although they did come. after a 
Ume, to teach them a trade. But 
they did teach their youth to do 
ustly, to love mercy and to walk 
umbly with God. This kind of 
ewish education. the classic and 

ditional kind. the only kind 
nown to our people under the 
ame of Jewish education. is 
rely needed in our day. As a 

ple we need not be admon
hed or encouraged about the 
portance of secular education. 
e are avid for it. Our people 
e crowding all the secular 
hools and colle~es of the ]and. 
e Jewish mind is makinJ:{ bril
nt contributions today in 
arly every field of human 
ou~ht. But our youth needs 
ligion and our adult neerl re
ion. This entire generation of 
ws and non-Jews alike has 
ne from one disaster to an
er for lack of it. 

o Substitutes 

o thoughtiul Jews it is be
ing increasingly clear that 
e are no substitutes in Jew-
life for religion. Neither 
nthropy nor culture nor na
lism is adequate for the 

and challen~e of our lives. 
ese interests can and must 

their ri~htful place within 
enerous pattern of Judaism. 

e pattern must be Juda
and Judaism of the Torah. 
ynagogue and the prayer 
the Judaism of the priest. 
ophet. the saint. the my tic 
the rabbi. the Judaism 

speaks of God. and the 
ip of God, and the com

ents of God and the 
of God. 
e have been many false 
ts of "Ersatz" Judaism in 
idst who have frequently 
our people. There were 

those professional social work
ers for example. who announced 
that a full complement of scien
tifically administered hospitals 
and orphanages and other social 
agencies was a sufficient "vade 
mecum" for the Jewish people, 
and that the synagogue and the 
religious school were quite un
necessary. At best they were to 
be tolerated only as a concession 
to those who still take such 
things seriously, and in order 
not to create unpleasant .friction 
in the community. Such social 
workers had many ready adher
ents among our would-be assimi
lated and rich Jews. 

There were certain Jewish 
educators who resented the in
trusion of reUgion in their ultra
scientific curricula. Judaism, 
they said, was not a religion, but 
a way of life-that is to say, 
their way of life, which of 
course. was non - religious or 
anti-religious. Jewish education 
should. according to them, not 
be religious at all, only nation
alistic and linguistic. At best 
the· • religious note might be 
smuggled in, but only as a con
cession to old-timers and cranks 
who do not know any better. 

There were those J e w i s h 
spokesmen who offered Jewish 
nationalism as a substitute for 
Judaism. forgetting that nation
alism as such, unredeemed by a 
moral vision and responsibility. 
has sadly fragmentized our 
world. provincialized its peoples 
and is driving nations madly 
from one disaster to another; 
forgetting, further. that there is 
a widely - felt and widely - an
swered need for religion and re
ligious institutions even among 
peoples whose national life is 
already fully established. who 
are in their own lands and who 
are possessed of a rich national 
culture. Amos. Isaiah and Jere
miah felt the need to preach re
ligion - God and obedience to 
God's moral law-to their peo
ple even though Israel in their 
day was established as a nation 
in its own land and spoke its 
own language. The upbuilding 
of a Jewish national home in 
Palestine is one great, urgent 
and historically inescapable task 
of Jewry. and Jewish education 
should stress this fact. The up
building of Jewish religious life 
in America and elsewhere 
throughout the world. inclusive 
of Palestine is another. One is 
no substitute for the other. One 
is not opposed to the other. 

It is folly and worse at this 
desperate and critical moment in 
our history to draw misleading 
distinctions between Judaism 
and Zionism. to suggest that 
prophetic Judaism is anti - na
tionalist, or that the universal 
ethical teachings of Judaism de
mand that the Jewish people 
shall never again reconstruct its 
national life in the hf~fn c -Rao
tional home where these univer
sal ethical teachings were first 
promulgated. The total Zionist 
program is the fulfillment of 
prophetic Judaism. And our 
great spiritual leaders throuJ:{h
out the ages always spoke of a 
twofold task for Israel: the task 
of spiritual return and that of 
national restoration. The anti
nationalism of a handful of mod
ern Reform rabbis is a very re
cent and an alto~ether alien im
portation into Jewish llfe. It 
was first proclaimed in 19th cen
tury Germany, and having been 
completely bankrupt there. it is 
now being offered again a some
thing sensationally new to the 
J cws of America- with an eye 
to the non-Jew. 

Er atz Judaism 

States. The ranks of. Conserva
tism and Orthodoxy have been 
replenished largely through im
migration. Nor can Reform Ju
daism hope to save or vitalize 
itself by furbishing up anew its 
traditional opposition to Jewish 
nationalism. The bitterest foes 
of Zionism are laymen who 
never enter our Temples. Their 
opposition is motivated not by 
religion or by any consistent and 
wOJ:thy philosophy of Jewish life 
and destiny, but by sheer escap
ism. Nor will Conservative and 
Orthodox Judaism save or vital
ize themselves through the mere 
championing of Jewish national
ism. Nor is Jewish philanthropy 
or civic protective activities ade
quate for the spiritual emer
gencies of our people. The for
mer is only a phase of our reli
gion, the latter only a phase of 
the world's irreligion. Our lay
leaders would do well to turn 
:from their all-out absorption in 
relief and defense and devote 
more of their thought and en
ergy to the spiritual and educa
tional needs of their people, who, 
knowing less and less of their 
people's life, history and litera
ture. are losing more and more 
their perspective and t h e i r 
morale. 

The answer today must be Ju
daism-that which is carved out 
of the everlasting rock - that 
which is neither old nor new
that which burned on the lips of 
Isaiah and sang in the heart of 
the Psalmist. that which Moses 
heard in the burning bush. and 
Hillel shared with the proselyt 
-that which satisfied the souls 
of generations of our ancestors 
who walked in varied garb un
der many skies, who knew all 
the bitterness and suffering 
which we. their descendants. are 
coming to know. but who knew 
much else besides. 

\Ve have an eternal and suffi
All these false prophets of cient truth which alone can stay 

"Ersatz" Judaism have had their the hearts and uplift the spirits 
clamorous hour among us, or I of our ravaged generation of 
are having it for the moment. Jews. and into the hearts of this 
but their hour is definitely over. desolate generation we must 
Thoughtful Jews are turning to try to brin~ that healing and 
the sure and classic highways oC strengthening. Many will not 
Jewish life. What our people listen to us. We must not pur
need today is not the innovation sue the many and distort our 
or renovation or reformation or message and cast about for new 
reconstruction of Judaism. but techniques to please their tastes. 
the conversion of the Jew to his God singled out our people for 
faith. Tshuvah- ''Return'' - the burden of His truth. " Not 
that is the note which the because you were many . . . for 
world's great Judgment Day and you are the smallest among the 
our own vast tribulation is nation ." I aiah. too. was baf-
ounding in the camp of Israel. fled by his generation which was 

It is no longer a question of less stricken in every part of its body 
ritual or of more. of Reform. like ours. whose whole head was 
Conservatic_m or Orthodoxy, but sick and whose whole heart was 
of Godle ness. seculari m and faint. yet persisted in staying 
materialism which have blighted awa:v more and more. But. as in 
our people. along with all other the da:rs of Isaiah. there will al
peoples, but which we. because ways be the remnant who may 
of our unique position in the be made to understand the m ean
world. can least of all afford. injt and the healing of a Religion 

either Orthodoxy, Conserva- 1 of Return. We should offer our 
ti m nor Reform has scored any I people tne r efuge of their his
significant victory in our day. toric fatth, a faith meet for ma
and life is now attackin_g them ture m en. which holds out no 
all. Organizationally, Reform promise of Quick victory. no es
Judaism ha not only failed to cape into illusions or self-delu
make progres in recent years. sions. and no immunity from 
but it has actually retrogressed sorrow and smiting, but which 
in relation to the increased Jew- does offer en the dignity of 
ish population in the United working with God in a ,vorld 

The Weekl1 
Ser01onette 

By DR. ABBA HILLEL SIL VER 
Jtabbi of The Temple, 

Cleveland, Ohio 
(Copyright, 1942, by Ind~pendeut 

Jewish Press Sennce) 

By Jewish education \~·e all 
mean education in the Jewish re-
l. . ·n Torah It means that, or 1g1on, 1 • 1 it means nothing at an. ,The so e 
purpose of education among our 
people throughout the age~ was 
to teach men to live accordmg to 
the law. Our people, of course, 
knew of Hochmah - secular 
knowledge, alongside of Torah
religious instruction, and except 
in certain periods and places 
were not opposed to Hochmah. 

Torah did not mean abstract 
religious philoso~hy. or theology: 
It meant instruction in moral c?n 
duct based on divine authonty. 
Our forefathers were not great 
philosophers. It was nearly 1,500 
years after Socrates and Pl_ato 
before we produced our first im
portant systematic philo~opher. 
But centuries before the time of 
Athenian philosophers. our peo
ple produced Moses, Micah, Jere
miah and Isaiah. "The Hebrew," 
to quote Zangwill, ••was never a 
speculator (about God) nor a re
flector but always an actor. God 
was n~t to be figured in thought 
or art, but to be obeyed." 

For Modern Livinr 

JeNish education was _an ex-
. in and preparation for, 

penence , . ht f God 
modern living in the s~g o d i~ 
Its texts were the Bible an 
rabbinic derivatives. Its locale 

s the Synagogue, Its mood was 
w_a t Its devotions ,vcre the 
P~: Y~r book. Its spiritual exer
P_ Y Holy Day observances. c1ses were 
Its songs were the Psalms. 

As a people we need not be 
admonished or encouraged about 
the importance of secula: educa; 
t . We are avid for it. Th 
10n. • b ·1r nt 

J • h mind is making n ia ew1s d • nearly 
contributions to ay m ht 
every field of human . t~oug • 
But our youth needs r_el~g1on an~ 
our adults need rebg1on. Thi: 
entire generation of Jews an 
non-Jews alike has gone from 
one disaster to another for lack 
of it. 

which He created for man to 
dwell in on terms defined by 
Him. and the comfort of belong
ing to a brave and gallant band 
of men who from the days of 
Abraham to this m a r ch e d 
through the long centuries bea-1 
coning the \.vorld 's darkness with 
the torch of their faith in God 
and in justice. freedom, brother
hood and peace. 

Our religious schools are in
dispensable agencies in this pro
gram of religious revival and 
spiritual renewal. Jerusalem 
was destroyed . say our rabbis, 
when there were no longer such 
schools within the city and chil
dren were no longer instructed 
in them. 



No Subst u 

To thoughtful Jews it is be
coming increasingly clear that 
there are no substitutes in Jew
ish life for religion. Neither phi
lanthropy nor culture nor na
tionalism is adequat for the 
stress and challenge of our Jives. 
All these interests can and must 
find their rightful place within 
the generous pattern of Judaism. 
But the pattern must be Juda
ism, the Judaism of the Torah, 
the synagogue and the prayer 
book, the Judaism of the priest, 
the prophet, the saint, the mystic 
and the rabbi, the Judaism which 
sp aks of God, and the worship 
of God, and the commandments 
of God and the quest of God. 

It is folly and worse at this 
desp rate and critical moment in 
our history to draw misl a mg 
distinctions between Judaism and 
Zionism, to suggest that prophetic 
JudaLm is anti-nationalist, or 
that the universal thical teach
ings of Judaism demand that the 
Jewish people shall never again 
reconstruct its national life in the 
historic national home •. here 
thes~ universal ethical t achings 
w re first promulgat d. The total 
Zionist program is the fulfillment 
of prophetic Judaism. 

Th anti-nationali m of a 
handful of mod rn Reform rabbis 
is a very recent and an altog t c:r 
alien importation into Jewish 
life. It was first proclaim d in 
19th century G rmany, and hav
ing been completely bankrupt 
there, it is now being offered 
again as something sensationally 
new to the Jews of America
with an eye to the non-Jew. 

Our religious schools are in
dispensable agencies in the pro
gram of religious revival and 
spiritual renewal. Jerusalem was 
destroyed, say our rabbis, when 
ther~ w re no longer such schools 
within the city and child • n , • r 
no Ieng r instructed in them. 
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ESIGN FOR JEWISH LIVING 
By J wi ·h cdu ·ation we all m an 

••ducation in the Jewi h religion, in 
Torah. It means that, or it mean!'\ 
nothing at all. Th sol purpo of 
l'ducation among our people throu h
out the a • was to teach m n to !iv 
according to the law. Our people, of 
cou1·se, knew of Hochmah-secular 
knowledge, along ide of Torah-relig
ious instruction, and exc pt in c rtain 
period and place wer not oppo • d to 
Rochmah. '1any welcomed it and 
many mad i ,·nificant contribution to 
it. But th J ewi h communal chool • 
were d vot d primarily and, in mo t 
in tance , xclusively to Torah. \\'hat
e,er Hochmah wa tau ·ht wa woven 
into the patt rn of Torah. Torah wa 
prima1·y. Without it all secular knowl
eJge wa r gard d as vain and even 
dangerou . ''If ther is no Torah 
there can b no Hochmah." And the 
very foundation of Hochmah it If 
was rever nc for God and the pirit-

al order. It was not I arning a uc:h 
vhich our p ople extolled, or tudy or 
cholar hip, but learning the will of 

God and tudying the word of God. 
Torah did not mean ah tract r li6-

iou philo ophy or theology. It m ant 
instruction in moral conduct ba ed on 
divine authority. Our forefath r • 
were not gr at philo opher . lt wa 
nearly 1,500 year after aerate and 
Plato b fore w produc d our fir t im
portant y t matic p~ilo opher. ~ut 
centuries b fore the tJme of Atheman 
philo opher our p opl produ ed 
Mo e Micah J rerniah and I aiah. 
"The 'H br w," to quot Zang·will, 
"wa never a p culator (about God) 
nor a refl ·tor, but alway,' an actor. 
God wa not to b figur d in thought 
::: art, but to b oL~:,,-c<l.' 

Jewi h ducation wa an xp ri nc 
in, and pr paration for, mod rn living 
in the si ht of God. It text: w re 
the Bihl and it rabbinic: d rivative . 
It local wa th ynagogu . It 
mood wa pi ty. It devotion 
th pray r book. It ·piritual x r-
ci w r Holy I ay ob rvanc •. It 
songs w re the p aim . 

The J ew1 h world outlook in th ' 
pa t was in many way lik that of 
all other people , but in ome ways it 
wa cliff r nt. And it i th s diff r
ence which gav and till giv di -
tinction to our cultur . Th wi ' 
Gr ek produced no bib) . In . th n , 
Rome or Alexandria th r no 
proph t althou h th r w re many 
oath ayer and oracle . No p ople re-
i ted Helleni m in th Levantin 

world of th s cond ntury xc pt 
the J ,,. , who pr f ned Torah to a 
Torahles Hochmah. 

It wa aid of the P r ian (and 
the J w liv d within the Per:ian Em
pire for c nturi and 1 arned much 
from th m) that th um of their 
education con i t d in t achin6• th ir 
youth to write, to hoot with th l>ow, 
and to peak truth. Truth peaking 
is a high moral virtue. But it i not 
enough. On must al o learn to do 
right. The chool of our for fath r 
did not t ach their youth to writ or 
to hoot, althou h th y did com af
ter a tim , to t ach th m a trad . 
But they did teach their youth to do 
ju tly, to lov mercy and to walk 
humbly with God. Thi kind of J w
i h ducation, th cla ic and tradi
tional kind, the only kind known to 
our p opl under the nam of J wi h 
ducation, i r ly n d d in our day. 

a people we need not b admon
i h d or ncouraged about th im
portanc of s cular education. \\ are 
avid for it. Our p opl ar crowding 
all th s ·ular chools and coll g of 
h land. The Jewi h mind i makin~ 

brilliant contribution today in nearl 
•very fi ld of human thought. Rut 
our youth n d religion and our 
, dult • n d r ligion. Thi ntir g n
cration of J w and non-J w alike 

Jewish Education As The 
Key To Jewish Survival 

By DR. ABBA HILLEL SIL VER 

l-Vliilc II w no.·tnnns and JJ<rnac as <Lr b iny ojJlred to J c1rn to r-omhat 
tlie ill· H'ith u•hich th y <trc afflict d, Dr. iii· r, one of. \ merira'.· fore
most i:;piritual guide, <L • u.:ell cu; public l adcr:.;, point1, 011t that th basi.-; 
of J zci.-;h sun iml is to l> found in t/1 one .·010-c -J ·1cislt reliyion-
1cl,icli /urn nabl d th J w, to 1rnrmo11nt all th ir triah until tl1i:.; day. 
In t/tii:; eloquent plea to , lm rican Jeu.•i:; to giz• full i:;11pport to tit 
c,111.·e of Jewii:;h <i11cation, Dr. ill'er <lescrib 1, th m <Win!} mul a. ·pir
ation of J wish d11cation . - THE EDITOR. 

ha ½One from one di a ter to another 
for lack of it. 

o . ' uh t itute 
To thoughtful Jew it i becoming 

increa ingly clear that there ar no 
ub titut in J ewi h life for r ligion. 
either philanthropy nor culture nor 

nationalism i ad quate for the tre • 
and challenge of our liv . All the~' 
interests can and mu t find thell' 
rightful place within the generou pat
t rn of Judaism. But the patt rn 
mu t h J • , the Judai m of th 
Torah the o u and the pray r 
book 'th m of th prie t, the 
proph t th t, th my tic and th 
rabbi the • 11 which peak of 
God, ~nd t hip of God, and th 
c:omnu-ndn God and the que t 
of God. 

Th re h many fal e proph-
et of "Er d • in our mi<l t 
\\ ho ha, e tl isl d our p., 
pl . The e prof sional 
ocial -wor nple, who an-

nounc d that a f u m nt of ci-
entifical ly admini spital and 
orphanag and ial ag ncie 
wa. a ufficient " um" fo1· th 
Jewish people, and that .~goi·ue 
and th.,. r•ligiou hool un-
nec ar . t t th to b ' 
tolerated onl con those 
who till take ch th ou ly, 
and in order not to er a ant 
friction in th commut ·h 
cial worker had many r di -
•nt among our would-h ila 
and rich J w . 

t in on of -
Ii r ci curri -
l , , not a -
ligion, but a way of life-that L to 
ay, • • y of lif , which of our.<', 

wa, igiou or anti-r ligious. 
J wi tion . hould, a cording to 
th n r ligious at all, only na-
tiona d ling • • At b t th 
r lig1 migh muggl d in. 
but only a cone to old-tim-

r and° er who do not know any 
better. 

Ther , o 
who off e w ation 
ub titut for Judaism, , 

that nationali m uch, unr 
by a moral vi io d re ponsibility, 
ha sadly frag z d our world, 
provin ·ia • • pie and i • -
ing na • 1 om on r 
to ano g, furth r, that 

i t and wid ly 
d ion and religi 

among people w 
nation air ady fully tab-
Ii h d, their own lands and 
who a of a rich national 
ultur iah and Jer miah 

felt thP. ach religion- God 
and obe d' m ral law-
to their gh Isra I in 
th ir da a a nation 
in it o,v it own lan-

ua . The upbuilding of a J wi h na
tional horn in Pal stin • on gr a 
urg nt and hi torical • ne capabl 

ta k of Jewry, and J wish du ·ation 
hould tress t • act. The upbuild-

ing f Jewi u lif in Am ri-
'c and r l , • ghoul th 
wot Id, inc .· v tin i an-
o th r. One 1te for th • 
oth r . One ot to th oth r. 

It L folly ano wor at this de per-
ate and critical mo nt in our his-
tory to draw mi I n • • ctiom, 
betwe n Judaism and Zio . ug-
g t that proph tic Jud anti-
nationali t, or that th u I thi-
cal teaching of Judai m d that 
th J wi h p opl hall again 
r con truct it nation hi. -
toric national hom " uni-
v r al ethical ching pro-
mulgat d. T otal ram 
i th fulfill1 1t of • Juda-
ism. nd ou piri I ad r. 
through ut t always :;poke of a 
twofold ta. k fo ra I. th task of 
,-i,iriiual return a11d thaL or national 
re, toration. The anti-nationali m of a 
handful of mod rn R form rabbi. is 
a ·y rec nt and an altog ali n 
i rtation into • • wa: 
fl proclaim d in ntury 
G ,any, and havi comp( • 
bankrnpt th it i in,. of 
again ·11 anally 
to th n dth 
to th 

II th s fals pro1 of "Er atz" 
Judai:m hav had clamorou 
hour among u., or ~ aving it for 
th 1 1 nt, but th • r i: d finit -
ly o ughtfu ar turning 
to t and c 1ighways f 
J wi What our p opl n d to-
day th innovation or r nova-
tion rmation or truction 
of Ju butt 01 ofth• 
J \\" t faith. u R ,turn'' 
- that ot hi world': 
gr at ay and our own va:t 
lti • n • in t camp 

I a qu on of 
f , of form, 

doxy, but of 
la and mat rial-

i bl d our p opl 
along with all oth I s, but whi ·h 

b cau of our uniqu po ition in 
world an I a ·t of all afford. 

th r Orthodoxy, on rvalism nor 
orm has s or d any signifi ·ant vi • 

tory in our day, and lif is now at 
ta •king t all. Or anizationall 
R form Ju h on!. • t 
m prog in y i 
h tual tr d i o 
t inc J p p • 
t nit d . an 

• nd Orthodoxy 
Jar y ugh • • 
n fo Jud· 
tali i by 
traditional opp 

n • m. bitt 
r y vho 
p T 0IJI 
ot by r on 

• d worthy phil 
• u 

rvati 

rthodox Judai:m :a\'' or Yitali· 
th m. ('h· •s through th mere ehan 
pioning- of J <'wish national_i:_m .• Tor 
J wish philanth1 opy or <.·inc prot 
tiv(' aetiviti s ad quate for th<.• 
itual '111 'rgcnci : of our pC'opl . 
form r is only a pha: • of our 
gion, th latter only a phas<' o 
world's irrclig-ion. Our lay-I 
would do w II to turn from tlwi1 
out • orption in n•lid and dt•f 
and ote nwr of th •ir thoug-ht , 
c•n r to the iritual and C'dU('atio1 
al n • of t r p op who, ,kn<~\\ 
ing and I of the > 'opl • s l!f 
hi. ton· and lit ratur ar • losin 
mor ·and mor th ir l p ,cti\' an 
th ir moral . . 

Th answ •r today must b Judm 
- that which i. tarv d out of 
'\' rla:ting ro ·k that whieh is nci 
old nor n w that whieh burned 
th • of Isaiah and sang in 
h, th P:almi:t, that wh· 
~Io aid in the burning bush, 
Hit r cl wi 1 ti 
whieh sati:fied 1 ' 
tions of our anc , 
\'ari d garb un 1 ,. 
kn ,,. all th bi 
which w , th ir 
ing to know, but who kn I 
b. id . . 

W have an ernal and :ufl 
truth which c y th 
and uplift th r· our_ ra 

tion o ,,. d rnto 
of this desola ration, we 

trv to bring t aling and 
• ning. :\lany will not li:t n to 

ust not pun;u' tl 1any and 
r m ,. and • bout 

echn to I h ir 
d . i1 out ou for 
n of ruth. •• au 

1nu, . . f,>t· l 
;mall st among the nati< i~ 
too, wa. ba •. • t1 
which wa: : m ry part 
it: body lik, ,·he vhol h 
wa: si • w h art '" 
faint, y in . ying away 
morP and more>. But, as 111 th' days of 
L aiah, th r will v b th r m-
nant who may b o und •r:tand 
th m aning and ling of a R -
ligion of R ,turn . uld off r our 
p opl th r fu of th ir historic 
faith a faith rn for matur' m 'n, 
which holds out no promi:e of qui ·k 
vi •toty, no in~o illu:·ions or 
: lf-d lu:ion no 1mmumty from 
·or-ro,,· and iting, but which do : 
;>ff r m n th di rnity of working with 
God in a world which H at d for 
man to <lwc>II in on tc>rl . fin<>d by 
Him, and th comfort of b longing to 
a brav and gallant band of m n who 
from th days of raham to t~is 
march d through t long turies 
b a ·oning th • rl darkn with 
th tor ·h of ir faith in and 
in justi • , f 111, broth rhood and 

<lisp n. -
1 of r li
r newal. 
our rab

r u·h 
• r n 



l +-t'- ~) 
"t;¢m.pl¢ Ans~~ \C~¢S¢~ m¢SS¢ng¢T 

VICKSBU R G MIS SS I PP I 

Editor 

RABBI L O ARD J. ROTH T ~I 

P . O. Box 1046 
TELEPHONES 

1050 - 1403 

1955 - 56 OCTOBER No. 2 

7th-La. t Day of ukkos - Family rvice - Sermonette : 
The Magic Ru . 

14th- G ne ·is or Th Book of B ginnings. 

21 t- Lif ' • Indi p n able Trinity. 

28th-A IJ:is ionary :s Retm"n to J udai m. 

WHAT FREEDOM IS 
The pr bl m f fr d m in Iv a pr bl m of r traint. Ab olut 

dom for each man and group would m an al o fr edom to encroach up n the 
lib rtie of oth r . In n tat can absolut fr dom be allowa ble. 

Fr d m to accumulat prop rty d • not includ freedom to use it 
w pl a . Fr dom to driv aut mobil i n t li n for any peed or to 
go thr ugh raffic lights. Fr dom of p ch i not fr edom to cry "fire"! in 
a er wd d th atr . Th paradox of fr ed m i it dep nd nee on restraint, 
other\l i e it mu t be obviou to all that fr dom qua] anarchy. 

DOROTHY THOMPSO 



A Resum of Rabbi Rothst in' N w Y ar' . r!orning S rmon: 

MATURITY A D YO TH 

TEXT: 'And they w nt both of them together." G n. 22 :6 

Both faturity and Youth ar indi ·p n able for o i ty. ith r hould 
be s If-right ou , for b th ha fault . Th y b ,th hav , al o, g od qualiti . 

YO TH' FA LTS 

( 1) Arrogance is all t o pr al nt. 

(2) Vulgarity in 1 ch i all to fr qu ntly indulged in by b th 

(3) Lack of r r nc . V r • Ii tl i h . ...ld er d. 

( 4) Contempt for authority. 

(5) Lack of re p ct for ld r s, th failur to di tingui h betw 
and wi dom. 

(6) Wide-spread juyenile delinqu ncy. 

(7) Cynicism. 

YO TH' GOOD QUALITIE 

( 1) Healthy lf-relian . 

(2) Initiativ and P • . 

( 3) Prai worthy In qui iti n 

( 4) Courag and ntur omen 

(5) Candor. 

IAT RITY' FA LT 

(1) Arroganc - th in. i t nc upon d minating th lif f th ir childr n. 

(2) It reluctanc t inn at . What annot b cur d mu t b endured," 
ay Maturity; "\ hat annot b ndur <l mu: t b cur d," ay Y u h . 

(3) It prejudi in favor f th Id and tri d and ag in t th n w and 

untri d. 

ATURITY' GOOD Q ALITI 

( 1) It is governed 1 by motion than by r a on. 

(2) It i 1 s namour d of th n w ju t becau it i n w and I 
to di ·card the old ju t b au it i old. 

in lin d 

( 3) It is thrift and circum p t , r mindful of the pro rbial "rainy day." 



SI TERHOOD 
Th op ning m ting of th 

at 12:4r. p. m. Lunche n , ill b 
Th T nth Anni r ary of The 
hip of Mr . imon L i . 

a on , ill b h Id on Tu ·day, 0 b •r 4th. 
I'VL1 <l and a pr gram, having fur iL th m •: 

. ! , ·ill b r nd r <l un<l r th chairm n-

P1·ejudic . ar lik rat and m n min<l 
a ily, but it i d ubtful if th y • r "t ut. 

Pr judi ~ g t in 

OT ◄ D 

Th cla f r adults will b'-' h ld bi-"\ t p. n1. a l y a1·, but n 
Tue da in tead of Thur <l y nigh ~. Th :tud of h t •xt-b k "Thi i. 
Judai m" will b continu d. The d t • for O t b r ar th 11th. and rth. 

Th Y uth Group la , ill b h ld bi-w ekl , on unday t 4: 0 p. m. 
Th dat f r O tob r ar th th. and . r<l. 

Th U. S. t ok only 1 229 r fug in 1 54. anada t k 9,55 , Au tralia 
2,29 and Brazil 1,25 . What a 1· fl tion thi i on ur boa t d humanitarian
i m, a expr d on th tatu of Lib rt . It i gratifying t know that 
many Am rican ar not willing to a c pt th by th c-

arran-\ alt r ct. 

TH· HRI TIA f T RY 



THE ANSWER TODAY MUST BE JUDAISM 

Men forget, in our day, what the piritual guides of mankind have al

ways stre ed, that faith in God is the strongest bulwark of a free society. 

The democratic dogma in the modern world has an exclusively religiou origin. 

Political freedom came to the Western world a a result of a long struggle 

for religious freedom and not vice er a. Modern d mocracy wa born in the 

struggle for religious freedom in the 16th. and 17th. centurie . The demand 

for religious freedom of tho e day soon expre sed itself in demands for other 

forms of freedom. Political and economic rights , re demanded by humble 

people. By what authority? They had no authority. In who e name did the 

rebelliou peasant speak? In the ame name and by th ame authority tha 

the ancient prophets of I rael challenged the king , the nob) m n and the 

powerful of their day. They poke in the name, of God. Th y appeale l t o His 

words revealed in the Bible. AU men were equal b au e God mad all m n 

equal. The thing which they a ked for we1· th thing which the Bible con

ceded them. The social 1·evolutions of the 16 h. century which were drenched 

in the blood of 100,000 peasants were religiou )y inspired. 

To thoughtful Jews it i b coming incr asingly clear that there are no 

substitut in J wi h life for religi n. eith r philanthropy nor culture nor 

nationali m i adequat f 1~ th<> tl· and challeng of our r~ . All the:se 

interests can and mu t iind th ir rightful place within the g nerous pattern 

of Judaism. But the pattern mu t be Judai m, th Judaisqi of the Torah, 

the Temple and the prayer-Book; the Judai m of the proph t and the rabbi; 

the Judaism which sp aks of God and the wor~hip of God and th command

ments of God and the que t of God. 

ABBA HILL L SIL V R 




