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inn w •tting but wh ·h r 'main fun­
damentally th am'- th , ha ic and 
p r nnial tonfli<:t ancl adju tm •nt in 
inclh·idual and collccti- <' !iv<'.. From 
Ahraham and :\lo t< tlw la. t of the 
gr at and th wi • t , aclwr: of out· 
faith tlwn• . trctchc. a,, unhl'Ok •n 
chain of . pi ritual cont in uity, chang<•­
le . printiplc•. in mutahl<' form. which 
\\'Cl' th fix<'d point. of rdc•n•ncc• for 
at'h g<'n •ration. Each gc•11c•ratio11 

fac d th anw pl'Ohlt·m:: how to 
,lC'hi<.·\· fr('(dom un<kr the$ \·c• r<'ig·nty 
of God, justit" und •1· th mandatt• of 
Hi law and dignity in kin:hip with 
Him; how know! •dg<' wa. to lw mad<• 
whol through th• fc•ar of God, and 
courag heightened throu~h trn l in 
Him; how broth rhood and pt•ac<.• t·ould 
be CO\' •nantcd in th ' . ight of Him 
\rho i Fath •r of all mc•11 and all 
nation . 

Juda, m nas off 1· <l 111 •n th• faith 
and th' cod• . uflici •nt and adc•quat<· to 
cv ry age. Men ha\'• not lw •tied it. 
J \\. hav not h cled it. T 1wi 1· wa • 
the inadequacy, th •irs tlw in. uflicic•n 
cy. ~lany b •lie•,· •cl that mankind 
could di p n e with lsra •l's faith and 
cod and could a<:hi v • fr •t•dom, jus­
tic . dignity, courag , hrotlwrhood and 
pcae • without 1·<'f n.•nc- • to God and 
th tcchniqu s of r lig-ion. Hut th •.v 
ad,i •ved only dictator hip, lav(•ry, 
littl n of taturc, fear, hate, and 
war. They put th •ir hop(• not in s1 ir­
itual <:onv r ion, not in moral n•g •n­
•ration but in a precipitous ·cicntific 
and int llcctual progr •.. which has 
now hul'I d rid •r hor • and chariot 
alik into on• bioody and ruinous 
tang! . 

Th I ad •r of n •form Judai:m, too, 
wer' •ncouragc•d to •xp •ct the qui ·k 
advent of a univ r al religion of 
p ac and good will not llC'cau. • of 
any religiou · r \'ivali·111 \\hieh \\ai:, 
trnn piring- 111 th• world in th •ir day 

th •r wa. no1w-hut l.<•1:au:' of that 
amc breath-taking ri<.•ntillc adnrncl'. 

Th•v dr w u1rnarrant•cl com·lu·ion: 
fro111 irr •I '\'ant prcmi. P.. Thcl'<' i: 
11 \ ' 1· any forw:ud mo\· •m<•nt in .·ol'i­
•ty without an inward mov •nwnt in 
man. 

Th • pion •er 1·pfornwr. and tlwi 1· 
di cipl' after th •m \\'<'I'• go0<l an<l 
loyal ,Jew. but tllC'y w<·r too ZNtlou: 
to "mod rnize" .Judai m, and too . •If­
con ciou about mod •rnitv. 1 hc•r<• 
wa too much •m pha.·i. ·in thc•ir 
thought ant! SJ><.' •ch unon "r<'form," 
"chan~·e,' "progr •s , ' too littll' upon 
"rebirth,'' "r turn," "tracing· hack to 
God." .. othing- i: -;o . hallow and 
eph<•m ral a: mod •rn ity. Th• very 
word ugg •. t. a mod , a fa:hion, an 
improvi •d and pa. ing- v •r:ion whith 
ha it practical utility. to he :urc, hut 
which mu t not I,, ·onfu. •d with hat 
whi ·h i of th nr and of th• 
t t·nal. Th y ,,·c•r too •ager to ac­

tomodat , to fa ilitat •. and, trangc• 
a it may cem, to confo1·m not tc 
tradition, of our e, but to th mo, t 
1· rent thought and p1 acti • of th 'ir 
day, th trndition of r c •nc. . Tlwy 
\\' •r • uffiri •ntly int •lie tual in their 
<:ritique, hut r lig-iou rc•formation i 
achien~d only hy my tic who ar' t'O ll ­
c rn d not with the n•cc•n ·y of th •ir 
dcctrin . but with th• imm ,c1iacy of 
th ir rcligiou xp ri ne<•. 

Gr at ·piritual mov •m •nt break 
not only with th pa hut with the 
pr nt a w 11. Th y n •v r att mpt 
to 'mod rniz " r ligion hu to r' tor• 
i to it tim •I' pir1tual • cm·<\ to 
it nduring di tinclive1w • through 
all tim and ag-e , to that which lik • 
the flowing curt· •nt mov' and chang 
and y ,t r main th . amc. Quit con­
. ciou ly th •y ar movcm •nt of "re­
turn' to marv •l u and d, ·i iv h •gin­
ning- o a lo 1· captur an ag I•:· 
truth. They nev r t out to adju. 
m n to their o ·ial, politi cal or •cono­
mic nvironm n . Th y aim to t ar 
th 111 fr from th<'il' nvironm nt. 
Th y cl mand of th 111 . urr •nd r, lf­
d nial, r nuncia ion of worldly com­
fort and int r st , and th y offer 
th 111 th omp n ation • of pi ritual 
hl ing and p ac . Th gr at t r -

Jig-ion w r tho whi h mad th• 
gr •at t d mand upon th ir follow r 

and which all d for th • mo t rig­
orou di cip1in 
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' 1 42 THERE w re le 
than 2,000 J \i in in­
cmnat1, le than 50,000 
in th nit d tatc>s. 

Th la t on hundred y ar ha 
multipli d the figure tenfold, a 
hundr dfold. Great J wi. h com­
munitie , th greate t in our hi -
tory, have prung up. Thou and 
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American Jewry 100 Years After 
By DR. ABBA HILLEL SIL VER 

Ci nci nna ti is now celeb rat ing the h und red th anni er ar of 
its congre 0 a tion, key. tone of R form J udai m in merica. Dr. 
Abba H ille l Si lver rev iews the change in the ocial, political 
a nd re ligiou hi tory of the Jewi h people in the p riod from 
1 42 to 1942. T hi article i. an adaptation of the addrcs which 
h de li ered in Cincinnati for the centennial ceremon ie . 

- The Editor. 
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hundred year ago b lieved to be 
on th way of immin nt olution. 

•The r form r of Germany confi­
d ntly announced that rmany 
wa th ir Fatherland - a rather 
on - ided announc m nt. They and 

th ir p opl n cd d no othcr homC'­
land, th y d clar d. Th y wer rid ­
ing th high tid of nin t nth- n­
tury lib rali m, but th y fail d to 
note the dangerou hoal of nin -
t nth - century nationali m, thC' 

lhC' c ntralizing 
·tat im1 licati n for th 
Je,, i h minority of th fa t-d plo -
ing cla. struggle' · and C'C n mic 
warfare. EpC'ciall clangcrou 
thi o r. ight in a land lik 
many, which wa: only ju. t 
rc overing, afte' r t\\ nturi 
from th phy ·ical and spiritual 
cleva tations of th war f r -
ligion, among a p opl notoriou 1y 
ancl pcriodi ·ally way0d by , av 
of hy t ri al r0ligio ity, hy t rical 
m0taphysics and hy t rical poli­
ti ·s, ,,·ho~c for mo ·t r ligiou 1 a­
d •r in th :ixtc0nth ent ury ould 
indulgc in an anti -. •miti m o 
filthy, ii<' and . atological a to 
be matchC'CI only hy the anti- emi­
ti m of the' forcm~ t political 1 a­
dcr of C<'!'many in thC' tw nti th 
c ntur 

Th reform<'r wcr thinking of 
• a· most m n of th ir day 

did, in t<'fm of a . t acly, horizon­
tal ad ance, an unbrok n march 
forward, rathcr than in t<'rm of a 
sue C'. ion of ·y ·Ii al mo 
which, ovcr and again, om 
again and \\'hich r<'sult only in a 
light nC't advan • for mankind. 

ThC'r we'r ample' warnings 
round thcm, portent · \\ hi h 
omantic e'y did apprai 
C'ali ti ally-sign. of an irr o 
ilabl opposition, an induratc ra 
ial, cultural, conomic a • 

·ou • h stility whi ·h had 
vould n t accc•pt th 
nd democratic .·ynth si 

tionary middl ' -cl 
d p pulariz cl i 
ntury, and ,vhi 

oon<'r or J at 'r t di 

any - ·id<'d and variou ly 
oti d anti -. •mitism gain d 

mom ntum at th ·ame tim and 
almo t at th am pa a J w­

politi al eman ipation. It wa 
not a r ·a ·tion. It wa • parall l 
de lopment, ju ·t a th Jnqui i­
tion and th Gh<'tlo parall 1 d the 
R nai ·an <' and th R formation. 

This i th tragi fact which 
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A CENTURY IN RETROSPE<;:T 
ABBA HILLEL SIL VER Ct_ / l ,y, Ii 'lt/c -t 

Cincinnati is now celebrating the hundredth anni­
versary of its congregation, keystone of Reform Juda­
ism in America. Rabbi Silver reviews the changes in 
the social, political and religious history of the Jew­
ish people in the period from 1842 to 1942. This 
article is an adaptation of the address which he de­
livered in Cincinnati for the centennial ceremonies. 

IN 1842 THERE WERE LESS THAN 2,000 JEWS I 

Cincinnati, less than 50,000 in the United States. 
The la t one hundred years have multiplied th e 

figures tenfold, a hundredfold. Great Jewish commu­
nities, the greatest in our history, have sprung up. 
Thousands of temples, syngagogues, schools and so­
cial agencies now dot our land. In 1842 their num­
ber was very small and the houses of worship were, 
with f cw exceptions, improvised meeting places in 
halls, stores or private dwelling places. Not one of 
the great Reform leaders who were to establish 
Reform Judaism in the United States had yet ar­
rived in this country. Only one Reform congregation 
was in existence. 

Surely much has changed since those days, and 
yet much has remained unchanged - the loyalty 
which prompted Jew to band themselve together 
in their new homes and quickly to build houses of 
worship where they might worship God and where 
their children might be taught the word of God, the 
generosity with which they provided for the needy 
and the distre ed in their midst, the quick adjust­
ments which they made and the eagerness with which 
they responded to the challenge and the opportunity 
of American citizenship. These are the constant fact­
ors in Jewish experience throughout the ages. Un­
changed, too, are the spiritual problems which soon 
came to agitate the men of a hundred years ago. 

'I . l• 

The great battle to reform Judaism broke in its f ult 
force in the Jewish communities of Western Europe 
during the very decade in which this first congrega­
tion was founded. In 1842 the V erein der Reform­
freunde was organized in Frankfort. That same year 
the first Reform congregation was established in 
London. It was in the fifth decade, too, that the 
three historic Rabbinical conferences in Germany 
were held. The great figures of the movement now 
appear on the scene and enter the lists - Geiger, 
Holdheim, Einhorn, Philippson, Hirsch, Stein and 
Adler. All the issues over which the religious house­
hold of Israel was to be divided during the ensuing 
years were then raised. Within a few years they were 
also raised by immigrant reformers in this country­
the authority of tradition, the value of ceremonies, 
the revision of the prayer book, the use of Hebrew, 
the role of Israel in the world, Jewish nationalism and 
restoration to Palestine. Those same issues are still on 
the agenda today. On the agenda, too, unfortunately 
still remains the problem of Jewish national home­
lessness and anti-Semitism which those hopeful men 
of a hundred years ago believed to be on the way of 
imminent solution. 

THE REFORMERS OF GER IA Y confidently an­
nounced that Germany was their Fatherland - a 
rather one-sided announcement. They and their 
people needed no other homeland, they declared. 
They were riding the high tide of nineteenth-century 
liberalism, but they failed to note the dangerous 
shoals of nineteenth-century nationalism, the trends 
toward the centralizing state and the implications for 
the Jewish minority of the fast-deploying class strug-



courage, brotherhood and peace without reference 
to God an the techniques of religion. But they 
achieved only dictatorship, sla ery, littleness of stat­
ure, fear, hate and war. They put their hope not in 
piritual conversion, not in moral regeneration but 

in a precipitous scientific and intellectual progress 
which ha. now hurled rider, hor e and chariot alike 
into one bloody and ruinous tangle. 

T HE LEADERS OF REFORM JUDAISM, too, were n­
couraged to expect the quick advent of a universal 
religion of peace and good will, not because of any 
religious revivalism which was transpiring in the 
world in their day-there was none-but because of 
that same breath-taking scientific advance. They drew 
unwarranted conclusion from irrelevant premises. 
There is never any forward movement in society 
without an inward movement in man. 

The pioneer reformer and their disciple after 
them were good and loyal Jew but they were too 
zealous to "modernize" Judai m and too elf­
consciou about modernity. There was too much 
emphasis in their thought and peech upon "reform " 
"change," "progre ," too little upon "rebirth," "re­
turn," "tracing back to God." othing is so shallow 
and ephemeral a modernit . The very word ug­
ge ts a mode, a I, hion an improvi ed and passing 
version which has it practical utility, to be sure, but 

which must not be confused with that which is of the 
essence and of the eternal. They were too eager to 
accommodate, to facilitate, and, strange as it may 
seem, to conform- not to tradition, of course, but to 
the most recent thought and practice of their day, 
the tradition of recency. They were sufficiently in­
tellectual in their critique, but religiou reformation 
i achieved only by my ti s who are concern d not 
with the recency of their doctrine but with the im­
mediacy of their religiou exp ricn e. 

Great spiritual movements break not only with the 
past but with the present as well. They never attempt 
to "modernize" religion but to restore it to it time­
less piritual essence, to enduring distinctivenes 
through all times and age, to that which like the 
flowing current moves and change and yet remain 
the same. Quite consciously they are movements of 
"return" to marvelous and decisive beginnings so a 
to re apture an ageless truth. They never set out to 
ad just men to their social, political or economic en­
vironment. They aim to tear them free from their 
environment. They demand of them surrender, self­
denial, renunciation of worldly comforts and inter­
e ts, and they offer them the compensations of spiritu­
al ble ings and peace. The greate t religions were 
those which made the greatest demands upon their 
follow r and which called for the most rigorous 
discipline . 
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