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Dr. Silve~s 
~.-, /Ci. ·tt w "', , I '!:J - l( z-

ffessage to Britl_!,ia 
T ATEIUE T AT PRE co FERE CE 

RABBI Dr. ABBA HILLEL SILVER, 
Chairman of the Amerl an nited 

Pa)e4';tin App al, has com to England 
at the invitation of Dr. \V izmann t.o 
partl lpat in th IC r n Ha sod Cam­
paign. Dr. Uv r arri ed on londay 

vf'ning and on Tu day h addr sed 
a Pr _ . Confer nee at 77 Great Ru ll 
tr t. Mr. L. Bak tansky, who was 

in the hair, gav a bri f account of 
th work and plans of th Ker n 
Hay od In thl country. In th cours 
of hi tat ment Dr. ilvM said: 

~· e arc now thinking over there not 
only of the ways of winning the war, 
but also of the ways of winning the 
peace after the war. There is much cam­
e t thinkin being devoted not only in 
Governmental circles but also among the 
laity in ur ountry, toward the prob­
lem of the buildin" of a just world order 
which will make the rccurrcn c f per­
i die worlJ wars 1 s likely in the future. 

ju t peace involves . justice to all 
peoples and especially to the weaker 
peoples and the smaller nationalities who, 
becau e of their weakness and because of 
their dependency, are most often exploit­
ed. 

Tra~c Problem of the J w11 

Pre-eminent among tho c people who 
3re lookin for ju tice as a re ult of this 
war and the victorv of the nited a­
tion , is the Jewish people. Our prob­
lem today and for the last decade ha 
been a very tragic one in the world. I 
need not dwell on that. But we are fac­
in the pr pect of a peace with mixed 
emoti ns. e are not clear in our minds, 
and we are not certain in our own hearts 
that even the Allied victory-for whi h 
we all hope and pray-will give u the 
olution whi h thi mu h-tricd and ore­

ly afflicted pe pie has the right to hope 
for. We are thinking of an impoverished 
and war-ravaged Europe after the war. 

e assume, of cour e, that political right 
and equality will be re tored to the Jew 
of Eur pe in the ame measure a we 
hope they will be restored co all peoples 
who have been deprived of their national 
rights and of their elementary human 
ri ht . But \\e also know fr m past 
experience that political uarantee are 
no immunity against economic and social 
pre urcs. The last war was fought 
against the ame foe and the last war 
was won by the same people, Britain 
and the United tates. And the Jews 
f C ntral and Eastern Europe were not 

only given their political rights, but in 
ome countrie they were also granted 

minority rights. But alma t fr m the 
very beginning of the peace there et in 
in that part of the world an anti- cmiti m 
more ruthle , more thorough-going and 
more annihilationist in character than at 
any time in our past history. We are 
fearful of a repetition of that ame dan­
ger after the second orld ar. There 
will be millions of people, so we believe, 
who will have to emigrate from Europe 
not merely Jew , but e peciall Jews. And 
we are afraid that there will be very few 
places to which they will be able to go. 

e do not believe that it will be easier 
for Jewi h refugees to find havens of re­
fuge after the World War than before it. 

In fa t, w fear that it will be m re 
difficult, b cause nearly every country 
v. ill be face with problems of rccon truc­
tion, of passing from a \\:ar-timc to a 
peace-time econ my. and they will n t 
wi h to a 1 gravatc their pr blcms by the 
admis i n of large numbers of imp vcr­
ished Jewi h refucee from the ontin­
cnt of uropc. 

Pa.I tin th Only olutton 

I upp se, and we hope, that mull 
groups f Jewish refugees will be wel­
comed here, there, and in many parts of 
the world. But we must think not in 
terms of what you might call trickle of 
emigration we mu t think in term of 
mass emigration f tens of thousand . f 
hundred of thou ands of our people. 
We can think of no place to which the c 
people can go or which has been prepared 
to receive them other than Pale tine. 

Palestine is car,able, given the pr per 
political ctting, of ab rbing one and a 
half million J cw over a period of 
years. The country has been prepared 
ver a period of five or six decade by 

Jewi h latour initiative, by the inve t­
ment of Jewi h capital and indu try to 
ab orb ma e of emigration. We dem­
onstrateJ that a f w years ago when wc 
were able, in one year, to ab orb 60,000 

to 65 ooo refugee . The social gencie 
the health agencies, are all there. To an 
extent al o land re erves and the pri:: ar­
a tion of land is there. If ·e can drain 
off fr m the c nge ted centr f Ea tern 
and Central Europe one million r r½ 
million Jew we shall to that c ·tent ca e 
the pres ure on the remaining Jews in 
those countries and tend to the normali -
ing of their status. 

We are not thinking of the ultimate 
olution of the problem of anti- emiti m. 

That belon s to the long pro e c of hi -
tory. e are thinking in terms of ea ing 
pressure and tensions, and of olvin 
immediately pre ing and urgent prob­
lem ; and Palestine ecms to be the nly 
country which i economically available, 
where the J cwish people already ha an 
internationally accredited legal status f r 
which we have reat Britain to thank. 
The Balfour cclaration was the product 
of rcat political vi ion and rate man-
hip and emanate , ~:e believe, from th 

deep humanity f the fine piritual 
core f the En Ii h pe pie, and the 
Jewi h people will forever remain rate­
ful to thi act of statesman hip, f 
humanity and friendship. 

Dlfflculti will be Overcom 

nfortunatcly in the la t twenty odd 
year f r one rca on or an ther into 
which we need n t enter at the pre ent 
mom nt, difficultie were placed in the 
way of the full implementation of the 
letter and the pirit of the Balfour De -
laration. hitc Papers made the work 
of reha ilitation recon truction and ac­
tual conver i n of Palestine into a home­
land for the Jcwi h pc ple, incrca ingly 
more difficult. But we are hopeful that 
the same vi ion the ame humanity the 
ame friend hip which the Engli h people 

evidenced during the la t war will again 
manif e t it elf now in the year to come 
when it mu t become increasin&lY le:1r 

to thoughtful t, a.rm with 
the incrca ed icion of l,Jropean 
Jewrv, t nt f a a-
ric nal Ill h J wi h people 
in their i<; an immediate 
urnrn ·v, tl t11 '1tter of p li-
tical r;1r1.1nticism, l'f ot 11.1 ional chau -
ini m. 

It i t ,Jav, in m, hu,~1bk opinion, 
th<: ••reatc t inqk huu , n nnlblcm fa ing 
mankind. ~-·hat w hi v.ith a race whi h 
focc cxtcrmin. tion at the han ds fir t, of 
the 1~0 t rd ·n• s and hrutal foe who 
h:!s 'V ... r au. ·kc I rncl an humanity, 
an • sec n ly, in the face of relcntlc 
<:, nomic tun~c whi ·h 'iccm tu make the 
r siti•,n f larg' mu c;cs of J ·wry in n­
tral and Eastern Europ incr ·asingly more 
difil ult, if 1wt ir.1p, ssihlc. 

The Jewi h J cop!· is a kin reat 
Bnt 1in to tr : t m :1 friend. anJ allic , 
\\ hi~h wc . re. 1Tcat I rit. in ha · no 
morl! !oval fri ·ml. in the \ ·orld, no m r' 
k yul fiicnd in that p.irt of the orld 
\ hid1 ha becom one of the most critic­
:•! •iti,H in the tar-fun• h.ttl• 0f th 

nited ... ations-m the car £ast than 
the Jc~-i -h p oplc. Y'e .1 k f thi great 
people not t cm arrass u in the nitc<l 
States v uch ineid nt • • s the truma 
affair b~ o tn:.ning the refugees who 
have fled from ten thou and hell in 
Europe to a pi· c vhi h they regarded 
as sanctuar., hv pla .. in rdu ccs in con-
entrati(J n c:imp, in th I loly I.and and 

h: ·pin~ them there to langui h for a 
year or mor . W are asking thi great 
pcorlc to 1s • us in thi struggle in a 
way \\ hich \\ ill he in k pin with th 
dignity f an and nt pc pie; to permit 
the Jews of Pale tin to fight for the 
comm n cau c, under Briti sh command, 
but under the flag of the J ewi h p ople 
in Palestine. 

Th Work of th Kr n Ha od 

The mi ion which rought me here i , 
fir t and f r m t, to h Ip in the work 
of the Keren Hayesod, the Pale tin 
Foundati n Fund whi h ha been re -
p nsible for the building up of so many 
fine and n bl in titution in Palestine 
the coloni s and the encie . Without 
the fruitful wcrk of the Keren H yesod 
we ould not have taken are in the la i.t 
few de peratc }ear· f o many refugees 
who have f un a hav n and refuge 
in Palestine. I hall do all that I can 
in the nc.·t few week t help the Jew 
of Great Britain in thi imp rtant ta k. 

But I hav al c me t talk over with 
our friend h re, with ur Allies, the 
problem which ur people is wre tling 
with all over the w rld. to hare with 
them ome of our thou • hts 3nd a k of 
them help and -op rati n. e are all 
in for a I n , h rd war. e will all 
have t make gr at acrifice . e arc 
prepared to do that. The people that 
ha suff cred mo t not merely during the 
la t war year but during the last ten 

r twenty year ha been the J ewi h 
p ople: we are prepared to make a max­
imum acrifice in thi war for we reali e 
that our very exi tcnce is involved in it. 
But we hould like to have the confident 
hope that when th war i over and a new 
w rid order i tabli hed with any pros­
pc t f permanence and ecurity, the 
problem of the J ewi h people will find 
a ju t and honourable olution. It is in 
the hands of Great Britain and the United 

tates that that olution now lies. 
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AMERICA SPEAKS 
RABBI DR. ABBA HILLEL SILVER IN ENGLAND 

MEETING OF WELCOME 
at the 

CONWAY HALL 
Red Lion S1quare, London, W.C. I 

on 

THURSDAY. MARCH 12th, 1942 
at 7.3:0 p.m .. 
Add ress,es by 

T e Rt. Hon. Lord Wedgwood 
and Mr. Berl Locker. 

Mr .. Barnett Janner will preside. 
L. Bakstansky. LL.B., B.Sc .. 

75 Great Russell Street, 
London W.C.11 

ZIONIST F DERATION OF GREAT BRITAIN AND JRELAND 



\\'isd~~~0ld~i _, 
l/ and Ne,v 3 -t~-'1 

BUILDL •o A NEW ITADEL 

''Fear not, for I am with th ; I 
will bring thy s ed from the east 
and will gath r thee from the west. 
I will ay to the north: 'Give up,' 
and to the south: 'Keep not back'; 
bring My sons from afar, and My 
da ughters from the ends of the 
ec..rth." 

In a literal sense this prophecy of 
faaiah is being fulfilled in our day. 
Pal stine is drawing to its lf refu­
gres from all parts of the arth 
and is giving them haven and sanc­
t ary, h aling for th ir broken bo­
di es, and balm for their tortured 
si,irits. From the hundr d hells of 
Europe they are coming- tens of 
thousands of them- to the Jewish 
Homeland. 

Palestine has absorbed more re­
fugees than the whole of the rest 
of the world combined. A great 
love, a great sacrifice, and a great 
understanding has made that pos­
sible. But Palestine is more than 
a r fuge for the bodies of men and 
women. It is a refuge for the Spirit, 
tre Spirit of thes driven and ba­
n.ssed ones, and the Spirit of our 
entire race. On the rim of the 
ravaged continent of Europ , where 
J wish life has been beaten down 
into disaster and d gradation, our 
people is building a new and pow~r­
ful citadel for the spirit of Israel. 
As if in challenge, as if in defiance, 
as if in contempt for all the work 
of the Destroyer, Isra l has raised 
on high in th se years of fire and 
sword, of persecution and war, new 
b nners of undefeated strength, 
n w evidences of survival and in­
d feasibility. 

The Yishuv in Palestine is the in­
spiration of Israel throughout the 
world. The storms of war are 
sweeping around it today. Dangers 
lurk on its very borders. But Israel 
in its own land is unafraid. It is 
resolved to defend what it has 
builded with its very life and it is 
confld nt of its destiny. 

Jews who fail to sense the superb 
drama which embattled Israel in 
Palestine is now playing are spirit­
ually dead. Jews who fall to help 
in the h role task of national re­
demption are faithless to their 
h rltage. 

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver 




