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p Ii I L±i~ Synagogue Council of rica has set asice this day as a ay of prayer 

and i~tercession for the 2,000,000 Jews who have been rtyred at the hands or 

the Nazis withi this last year. The Federal Council or the Churches of Christ 

in America has also set aside this day as a day of compassion and has invited all 

churches to pray for these inr.ocent victims of Nazi terror and maniacal brutality. 

It is a fathomless tragedy which has O'Vertaken our pe ple 1 and at such times we 

llDlSt turn for strength, consolation and light to our Heavenly Father, the gu rdian 

of Israel through" the ages, ~o reither nor .sleepeth e have no 
• 

refuge but in Him. 1fe have passed through the deep waters time and again in the 

past, and through the fires of persecution, and God has not forsaken u. He will 

not forsake us now as millions of our people walk through the Valley of the Shadow 

of Death. 

The slaughter of these innocent ones binds us to two sacred obligations; 

to remember, and to resolve. The graves or our rtyred dead are n eless ones. 

No monu ents will ever rise above them. Th ir live must be their monur.wnts and 

our hearts nrust be their final resting place. 

e shall remember these martyred dead. 

The loving, the upright and the blan¥3sless ones 

who laid down their lives for the sanctification of God. 

Nho were lovely and pleasant in their lives • 

And in their de th were not divided. 

y God re e ber them for good 

·ath th other righteous of the world; 

And avenge t e blood of Hi~ servants hich hath been shed. 

\ e shall reme er the innocent blood outpoured of our kith and kin 

Their tortured lives, their ruir·ed homes 

Their synagogues destroyed and their honor dragged into the ust. 

Th glory of their na will endure forever 

But the King o of the heathen shall pass away like a shndow. 



They died as their fathers died before them 

at the hands of tyrants and cruel oppressors of men, 

Helpless victims of the world's madness, 

Dread at ne ent fbr its sins. 

Those ho suffer for truth, for justice, for freedom, for peace 

Are the light and the hope of the wor d. 

They sanctify us by their sacrifices. 

They bind us to the cause for which they died. 

They have challenged us, these Preciois Dead, 

And we shall never forget that challenge. 

A better day will co e for us and for all mankind. 

The fury of the oppressor will not forever prevail 

And those who me.de the earth to tremble will sink into oblivion. 

Fair cities ill rise again wh re ruins now are heaped 

And the voice of song will be heard ag in in the company of' the 

just and the £ ree. 

i en will cast aside their fee.rs and their hates 

And will be reconciled in a blessed brotherhood. 

Then wreathes Will be laid upon these nameless graves, 

rr·bute and ble sing and thanYsgivin. 

The or a •Jill some day 1·e e_:iber th m 

making, has been forrnal ad per nctory. Sta es n n 
~~,·,1._~.,,.,. J!c.~. 

official h ve dropped 
WAA. jW ,' ~ CJ...8-. 

in, so t p ak, and ha e feft their cal ling card~ There hffl!I lteeo- no urni g 

ind1'}~tion, no consumin3 sense or outrage, no quic, de isive, energetic action • 

• 



All this. I am afraid, is p rt or a widenin or i of inse sibility to 

ur n suff-3ring o. d degr dation, ·mich is evidence of a prolonged L)erna io o 

the human soul. Our age no longer has a vi~id concepti n of grout tr~0 e · y• or n 

has lost his stature and his ignity. To appr~c ate and raact to a :.1at tragedy, 

an abe :nust thin of • n as noble, ass gn·rica t, as poss ssed of in lienabla and 

inviolable rig ts. ut man todaw has been so hunble d by th stat e, so stripp 1d of 

all ri~hts ands chea one in v 1 e, tha his dignity is gone and his suf ering, 

sorro~s and bitter 011gs ere ore arouse no great human e otiol' s, nd no a._propJ. .. i • te 

actiom t: iff'nt~~xpress them~eBN~ •ven s ch pity as h fou~d exp es.,ion s 

spent itse in words . Has the world nothing for those who sti suff r in Hitler's 

L rope, fort· ose who will be led tomorror or the next day like she p to he 
l\C) ~ 

sl~ Ght r,~u pity? Has every avenue of rescue been truly explored? Cannot ta~ 

~f c np ssi~l!x:esssd ~ g ve nne~~ch beyond political exp., iency and 
f' ~---~ ,, ~ calculation, a d P@aitii:v- o. en doors of del. vera e to the do'p.£~~-r'::nf &,·~~~ n p.n~ 11 ~1 ~~ lA°'-~ ~~ ~ y,~V'l ~ ~ ~ y~~IA'' ~~ c 1 ldren? \ There is a callousness w • en 1.s a os :; u a.ck s i iy_ui ty, :i.nd we pray 

that no i;ove ent among the nited !ations i 0 u i l ty of such ca.llouaness. A 
This b • d "' h ·+ f th f r is 0111.;;) wage .1.•or umani..., .. , or e ee o u d the pr tact· on of 

the righ s of all men . brave young . en are dying on n dozen battlefronts or th9se 

ideals . Th ni ~ed Nations . 9.nd e pacia.lly our ovm beloved co ntry, h ve the oppor-. ~, tunity to de strat the utter sinceri y of their dev tion t ~~ acting t once 

t res s ny European e s • s can be r sc 113d fr n the clutch9s o the hench n 
~ Hitl , s s a es nship can f n the ~e.y f s ve hundreds of thous\ d of 

hu11 n lives. 

r obligation is to re mbor our sacred dead and u],po 1;o re3£:!,!~t~~ ~ ~ ~ ~ o.,.,J. f'A 1k. ~ 
rest ntil 1,1,,o ■ riMneela responsible for ti,,.,... 'oai.:ao.,~-WiH ,and ;ia, _..,. ebtmt s ~~• '~ .lz 
~~~ -Je»ca, alJ... the Il\Yriads of the opprt-3s sad and tortured of the '"'J,.J;. 

~ ~ Eu ope• a re brought to justice~ until their breed and 'tmllfP!!..- brood O lit,, 



r ic it is -rti~g sava~e y b t hopelessly to stu-e of 
. 

..u-
0 

.re dedicate_p~se_vss to the rede:ipti n of. ankind _ro; all for11s of 
r,..,.,,.J.. ~ ~l ~~ ~~/ 

yranny and serv t·.1 We shall fight along with all he oppres d n na.cad 

peoples of the rorld• for the total annihil tion of' the is r gi of bru e 

aggression , treachery and mass murder . e snall right for a just peace after the 
--,,..-..IC:::::.:..--\l... ~ ~ ~ 

ar , f r he r: bhts -~4t'F~ll!«""t 1 e and liberty, a d for th ri~r vS of all 
~ w,tR.~ r,... ~ ~\I\~ tn~ ,, 

nat·ons to ~a.P-. secure national existence;}~s "fell a.s the r· 0.tS o~ the ,Je ii h 
. 

p~_....--'-.&--'~~-~-We~is~t~o~nc~e in its na~ional honela.nd a ostine 1 






