
 
Abba Hillel Silver Collection Digitization Project 
Featuring collections from the Western Reserve Historical Society and 

The Jacob Rader Marcus Center of the American Jewish Archives 

 
 
  

Western Reserve Historical Society                 American Jewish Archives 
10825 East Boulevard, Cleveland, Ohio 44106 3101 Clifton Avenue, Cincinnati, Ohio 45220 
(216) 721-5722                                                 (513) 487-3000 
wrhs.org                                                         AmericanJewishArchives.org 

 
MS-4787: Abba Hillel Silver Papers, 1902-1989. 

Series V: Writings, 1909-1963, undated. 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Reel     Box         Folder  
         180           67           629 
 
 

Prayers, war, 1943. 
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tor a world in ich Ju tice, tr do d trut 11 r V lJ. e U8 ClUt>i a 
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All-wise Ruler of the destinies of men i nd nationsJ- In the midst~ 

danger a nd war we turn to Thee. Thou art our never-failing trust am 

confidence. our times are in Thy hand and hy mercies are ever near 

unto us. In the pest Thou hast delivered us and our nation from un

looked for calamity. Thy protecting arm was ever about us, and Thou 

didst not suffer our foot to stumble. Thy sheltering grace a nd good

ness will not fail us now. 

Evil men have isen to destroy sand our cherished liberties. 

They h ve wrought desolation in the earth. They have conqwered and 

enslaved many nations and have filled the habitations of Thy child

ren with terror and sorrow. They have riveted chains upon human Rea 

hearts and minds. Millions h ve perished innocently because of t Le 

violence e nd cruelty of these arroga nt oppressors of manki nd. ~aey 

ht Ve opened their mouth wite against Thee, derided Thy holy law and 

polluted Thy sanctuaries. 

We have been forced to take up the sword against these evil men 

to defend our rights and our liberties . Not to avenge, O Lord- for 

vengeance and recompense are Thine alone but to save ourselves a nd 

all the people c. of the earth from the fury and menace or these de

stroyers of a.:t herita e. They have forced wa r upon us and we are 

now in the dread testing hour when in battle we must preserve the 

things dearer to us than life itself. Our armies h, ve invaded the 

enemy-held strongholds and across fire-raked coastal-lands and¥ 

beaches, cries-crossed with death, they are now assaulting the 

might of .:trBe relentless foe. 

To whom shall we turn et such B time of danger, struggle and anxie, 

but to Thee, Father ,ource of all comfort, strengtband guidance? 

Thou art ever near the troubled a nd the heavy-laden and all who 

call upon Thee in truth. None has sought for Thy sustaining arm in 

vain. Be with us in these days of grave disquiet and ordeal. Give 

us courage and trust to face our d ,nger unflinchingly and to carry 



our burdens with resignation 

Guard and protect our fighting men. Thou a rt a shield nto all 

them that take refuge in Thee. A king is not saved by the multitude 

or a host nor is a mighty man delivered by great strength. Thine 

alone are s t4lvation and deliverance. Make the hearts of aur men 

strongand fearless. Grant victory to thier arms and the arms of 

their allies so that the scourge ot this war may speedily pass away, 

and our ravaged and weary earth may be healed again in peace. ~••

Ibo~ seek neither conquwst nor dominion nor glory. They shall not 

boast as the heathe•s do at the tall of their enemies, nor will they 

rejoice in the empty triumph. When the reign or wickedness shall hh• 

have been deatroyed and freedom shall have been ma.de secure for men 

our soldiers will eagerly and •h~nlcfully return to their home and to 

the peaceful p,rsuits or civilian life . 

For the wounded in battle, 0 L0rd, we implore Thy succor and 

healing. For those who fall in battle we bese;:, ch Thy peace and the 

eternal blessedness which abides in Thy pres ence where the night 

shineth as the day a nd darkness is even as the light. For the be

reaved who will know lonliness a nd grief we pry for strength to bear 

their burdens, to rise above their trials and to find comfort in t he 

proud remembrance of the heroic sacrifices nobly made by their dear 

eBew ones for faith a nd fatherland. 

O God and God of our f there: May this drec d visitation ot war 

be full atonement f or all of our sins nd our backslidings. we ac

knowledge that t ·e are not hltogether vithout blame or g•ilt for the 

evils which llave come upon the world. Aa a nation we have not always 

followed Thy commandments nor persued the ways or duty and responsih\ 

bility which al,ne lead to abiding peace among nations. In humility 

and contrition we must now search our hearts and examine our conduct 

lestour sacrifices in this war again ~rove vain a nd futile an the 

high hopes of mankind,....,. again be <ashed to the ground. 



O LOrd our God: May the redemption of Thy world from war and strife 

and from hatred and persecution com~ speedily. May the day of Thy @8 

good pleasure soon dawn when liberty will be proclaimed unto all the 

enslaved, when the imprlsoned shall be set free, he xiles shall k 

return to their homes and men shall r o b ~J1.J.d the waste cities and 

their ruined homes; when men shall not hurt nor destroy in all Thy 

holy mount a in but t he e~rth shall be full of t he knowledge of God 

as the waters coverthe sea. 



DECEMBER 31, 1943 

t~ 1944 
ILVER 

AS we enter th ear 1944-the fateful Y. , the year of 
crisis an ec1sion-our hearts tur m prayer to the 

Fath~r o 1 natio~ asking for Hi 1ght and His truth 
to gu e us. • 

---- * * * We pray silently and deeply in fering, and b braced for the 
our hearts for our men who are losses of the perilous battles to 
fighting today a come, knowing they are God's 
on land and sea testing and discipline. This hour, 
whose high so fraught with de tiny, sum-
courage and mans oung and old alike, to 
s a c r if i cial gre tne s, to renunciation and to 
loyalty a r e sacrifice. 
sheltering us, In this tragic hour, when the 
the thmgs we precious blood of our youth, is 
ho Id dear, being poured out without tint or 
a n d t h e measure, all greed and selfish-
t hr e atcned ness, all lust for gain and profit, 
sanctuaries ot are a defilement and a de ecra-
mankind. tion, unworthy of us and our 

We pray great American tradition. 
that we who We pray that our hearts may 
remain b e - b washed clean of all class 
hi n d may hatred, of racial and religious 
find a devC1tion and a prejudice, of bitter political par-
tism to match their lfless brav- tisanship which have disfigured 
ery and the courage to bear the lives of so many nations in 
without murmur the burdens our time, undermined their soli-
which this grave hour may place darity and spiritual strength, and 
upon our shoulders. hurled them into the disasters of 

May we learn to accept suf- a second World War. 




