
 
Abba Hillel Silver Collection Digitization Project 
Featuring collections from the Western Reserve Historical Society and 

The Jacob Rader Marcus Center of the American Jewish Archives 

 
 
  

Western Reserve Historical Society                 American Jewish Archives 
10825 East Boulevard, Cleveland, Ohio 44106 3101 Clifton Avenue, Cincinnati, Ohio 45220 
(216) 721-5722                                                 (513) 487-3000 
wrhs.org                                                         AmericanJewishArchives.org 

 
MS-4787: Abba Hillel Silver Papers, 1902-1989. 

Series V: Writings, 1909-1963, undated. 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Reel     Box         Folder  
         180           67           633 
 
 

Protest meeting, re: Holocaust victims, 1943. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



9 "1~ rn.,·-1. ~ - A,~ t; Qh,...,,/, ..•. , •. a. j' ~ ~r~ 
~ ~ it, V ).A,,i }l..J. II .K t ft;"""' -la;i;MP-~ ~-Al 

1" ~ ~ .. ._,_,,. ~ ~ . 

I 





________ _!,__ 

~'M- . - ,iJ- 4 ~ W-;l-~Pu_~ 
----+--------=--' ~ ~ --~---- ~ ~ ~- ~ ~ - • ,____, .. 

j -~-~:t ¥J- k ~ ~ £t ;tl ¥~. 
- jv Ja V- ~ ( ! 

'f. Fn J~ ~ ~ ~~ ft / -~ -~ J ~ . 
~ ~~ - - +o -lt..,i--c,vJ:-

L, f lo •Bk-_- :1>1'~} ~ _ ~~~-~~ k -
~~\1.i:M.~. 

S,~ -- f---~ • • ~ _i}--~J~ 

~ ~\vi-,~ -~ -_ ~ f,A,J.-~}k 
~ ~ ~ ~.,. w.t pJk 

~~---Mlnll~~~' ~,o.-J - ~- f -L -- ~-- .... ~' - ,,,,.,~ 

·_ lo ~ ;p ~- Cw~ .. -



~r ~c ·---- ~~~ Lw.,~ -1~ ~ 
.___ - -..::_:_~-~-- - -ILJ-"ln.J ~-~ 

f ~ Nl>, 0 ~ ~ ~ ~~ ft 
~-~ • ~-•~ I ~ ~ ~ 
~ 1~ ~ \vo ~- ~ ~ 11£. tt ~ 
1t.1-~ vw. ~ ~--- A.AJV/1~ ,_, vrU ,.. t/; we;1 i 

i .__.... __.,.._ ~,_,, -~ ~ ~~ 
lr.,..-y~ • - /I 0 - ~ fi.uV/4 ,c ~ • - v...r: (lj,\ IAJw-L.. ~ • r,-,, - :,_=p-- - -

_ ~ _;- ~ ~., G v, i CM>-t -- _ ~ OM 

_ftp.r~c-, ~ - lAM~ ~t~tt:;: 
' ~-=-=-7/ 1-iw. ~ ~ ~,,_ £4 ;t _ -~ ~ Ey.,f 

1
' 

~ tt> ~-- ~ ··-- ~ . ~: lo-I? -
'}. ~ (k,v. ?'lvfll. . ~ \\Jti~ ~ ~ 1 . 

• (i ~~ ~ LA.L-!I....J~~ - ~ ·V\-, ~ 
'-"~ ~ =-

4-

'l}. ~-- ~~,~ ,, 
~~ - V,l~. __________ ,__ 

~ 



t-1) ~ ~ ~. ~ ~ ~ ~ b1 ~ PK tt.w. ~ 
M.~~-t ~~ ~o.»J ~~av.J_ 
~, ~ ,' ( ~ ~ ~~ ,, 

~ ~--=-~--~ ~ -----

--- -



Saturday, April 24, 1943 

INFORMATION SERVICE 
Published Weekly, Except During July and August, by the 

DEPARTMENT OF RESEARCH AND EDUCATION 

FEDD.AL COUNCIL OF THE CHURCHES OF CHRIST IN AMERICA 

297 FOURTH A VENUE, NEW YORK, N. Y. 

Price $2.00 Per Year--Single copies this issue 5 cents. Vol. XXII, No. 17 

The Federal Council of the Churches of Christ in America is a federation of twenty-five national religious bodies 
through whidt they arc rendering united service. Articles appearing herein furnish information on current issues 
and arc not to be construed as declarations of official attitudes or policies of the Federal Council of Churches. 

E,.,,,.,, os second-cla.ss matter JanMar:, 4, 1924, al IM Post offic, al Ne"' York, ""d" tu act of March 3, 1879. 

The Mass Murder of Jews in Europe 
Pursuant to direction of the Federal Council', Executive Committee we review in this issue a volume 
of documentary evidence concerning the systematic repression and progressive elimination of the Jews 

in Nasi-controlled Europe. 

The suffering of the Jewish people in Europe is beyond 
anything the civilized imagination can picture. But the 
quantity of the evidence is so enormous, the sources are so 
varied and their correspondence in substance and import 
so close eve,1 in detail as to compel belief.. While meticu­
lous verification of the documentary evidence is of course 
impossible during wartime and must await the painstaking 
labor of historians, we believe that the account '\i hich 
follows gives an authentic picture of these tragic events. 

Out of their own mouths the ational Socialist leaders 
of Germany are convicted of deliberately preparing the 
campaign of extermination that is being pres ed against 
the Jews throughout the continent today. The long­
drawn-out, relentless process of physical depletion through 
starvation, mental wrecking through torment and fear, 
and spiritual degradation through incredible brutalization 
has culminated in a ferocious program of mass laughter .1 

The intention to eliminate the Jewi h people from 
German-ruled territory was indicated in Hitler's Mein 
Kampf long before the ational Sociali t Party came to 
power. That unbelievable document, how ver, failed to 
rot se the civilized world to it danger. In a public state­
ment Willi Boerger, now a member of the German Privy 
Council said at Cologne as early a January 31, 1931, that 
the day following an invasion would " ee the death of 
very single Jew in Germany," and Dr. Jo eph Goebbel ' 

cry that "Jewry must peri h" was quoted by the London 
Sunday Referee on July 30, 1933. Many such tatements 
might be cited from azi publications as well as from 
public addresses and lectur s. Perhaps the most explicit 
and r{'vealing is the following from Das Schwarae Korps 
( official SS weekly) dated November 24, 1938: 

"The Jews mu t be driven from our residential districts and 
egregated where they will be among themselves, having as little 

contact with Germans as possible . . . Confined to themselves 
th se para ites will be ... reduced to poverty .... And when we 
then, as we hall have to, compel the affluent Jews to maintain 
their 'poor' associates, they will all of them sink into delinquency. 
Let no one fancy, however, that we shall then stand idly by, 
m rely watching the i)roce s. The German people are not in the 
lea t inclined to tolerate in their country hundred of thousands of 

1 Some conc-eption of the atmosphere which ha bred these 
mon trou condition may be gleaned from the book Skeleton of 
Just ice, ~ study of the perver ion and ruin of German j usticc that 
has helped to produce azi criminals for export. By Edith Roper 
and Clara Lei er. w York, Dutton and Company, 1941. 

criminals .... \Ve would be faced with the hard necessity of 
exterminating the Jewish underworld in the same way as, under 
our government of Law and Order, we are wont to exterminate any 
other criminals, viz. by fire and sword. The result would be the 
factual and final end of Jewry in Germany, its absolute annihila­
tion." 

Legal Preparation 

When the National Socialist Party achieved power in 
Germany it moves to put into effect the program for 
elimination of Jews from German life '\i ere at fir. t cautious 
and somewhat covert. The process has been wel l um­
rnarized by Bernard Dov W einryb : 

"In line with their method of gradualism which was appli d to 
the struggle against religion, rearmament, territorial expansion 
and other problems, the azis also approached the Jewish ']ue tion 
from a similar step by step point of view. The course of Nazi 
legislative action concerning J ws can be divid d into thr e 
stages: the fir t stage of initial legi lation (April, 1933, to 
September, 1935), the second stage of the urcmb rg Laws and 
their aftermath (September, 1935, to ovember, 1938) and the 
third stage of liquidation ( ovember, 1938, to date). 

"During 1933 and 1934, Jews were eliminated from the civil 
service, the profes ions and the cultural life of Germany. A 
numer«s clatts11s was introduced in the schools. [That i , the 
number of Jewish pupils was restricted to a mall proportion of 
the total school population.] Because the \Veimar Constitution 
was not legally abolished, German Jews, in theory, still remained 
citizens with full rights, just as, paradoxically, Germany stilt 
remained a democratic state on paper. Only Jews from Eastern 
Europe, naturalized after September 9, 1918, were in danger of 
losing their citizenship. 

"The legal abolition of Jewi h emancipation took place during 
the econd stage (Septemb r, 1935, to ovemb r, 1938), S gre­
gation of Jews from many walks of German life was achieved by 
the Nuremberg Laws of September 15, 1935. The new citizenship 
law of the same series ended the equality of Jews as citizens .... 

"The third stage, which began with the pogroms of November 
10-11, 1938, marked the concentrated drive toward the goal of 
speedy annihilation of the Jews in Germany.''2 

"Se9re9ated" 

By the spring of 1939 the Jews of Germany found 
themselves without place or tatu in German life. They 
were German subjects but no longer erman citizen . 

2 letvish Emancipation Under Attack. Pamphlet ries, Jews 
and the Po t-\Var World, o. 2, Research In titute on Peace and 
Post-\Var Prob] ms of the Am rican Jewish Committee, 386 
Fourth Avenue, New York, . Y. Pp. 38-39. 
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The story has been told and retold till all must be familiar 
with its outline. Prohibited from practice in the profes­
sions, in technical services and state services, from agri­
culture, from engaging in business or in trades, excluded 
from German schools and from the benefit of the country's 
protective laws, they were despoiled of their possessions. 
Banned from the use of certain areas and from public 
places of amusement or assembly, even their use of names 
was restricted to a limited list of "Jewish" origin, and 
each must wear the label "Jew." 

All Jewish men over 16 and women over 20 were made 
subject to forced labor. Such labor has nothing in common 
with the Arbeitsdienst of the "Aryan" population but is 
the heaviest labor under enfeebling and degrading con­
ditions. 

Six hundred thousand free and equal citizens became a 
captive race in the land of their birth. Without legal 
rights, status, means of livelihood or means of escape, 
and subject to severe reprisals for any "illegality," they 
were marked for death. 

"Liquidation" Begins 

Following "Anschluss" with Austria an anti-Semitic 
program on the German pattern but considerably speeded 
up was introduced in that country. Its "success" con­
vinced the Nazi leaders that it was safe to proceed more 
rapidly in Germany. The announcement in March, 1939, 
that Jews would be used for forced labor was followed in 
May by registration of all men and women, and in Sep­
tember by the order that all between the ages of 16 and 55 
report for compulsory labor. One-fourth of the deaths 
reported between September, 1939, and March 20, 1940, 
according to the Jucdische Nachrichtenblatt, were suicides. 
Following the order in September of 1941 that Jews wear 
yellow arm-ban<ls 200 Berlin Jews had committed suicide 
by the end of October. Arrests and internment in con­
centration camps had followed the November pogroms of 
1938 and by January, 1940, three of these camps had a 
population of 35,000. The death rate in Buchenwald in 
the year 1939-40 was reckoned at 30 per cent of the in­
mates of the camp. 

Twelve thousand Polish Jews were expelled from 
Germany to Poland in October of 1938. 

During 1939 and up to l\fay, 1940, deportations w re 
extensive. Jews were packed into cattle cars under inde­
scribable conditions and shifted about the continent of 
Europe, most of those from Germany being sent East to 
Poland or to Czechoslovakian concentration centers. In 
October, 1940, most of the 9,000 Jews from the provinces 
of the Palatinate and Baden were shipped to unoccupied 
France and left to hift for themselves; subsequently the 
survivors were interned at Gurs. In the early part of 1942 
many thousands were deported, and in June children over 
14 years of age '1 ere seized for labor on Ukrainian farm . 

On February 19, 1941, the United States Government 
received information that within four weeks only Jews of 
military age, employed in forced labor, or in concentration 
camps would remain in Germany. Of the 599,000 Jews in 
Germany in 1933 about 200,000 remained when war 
broke out. t the end of 1942 the number was 40,000. 
The New York Times of April 13 carrie a report from 
the Swedish Israel Mission, a Swedish "Aryan" organiza­
tion for aiding J wi h victim of German persecution. It 
ays: "The Jews still in Berlin are vagabonrls who have 

to get along without ration cards and without a fixed 
place of residence. They hide out with whoever dares to 
shelter them and feed them a bite to eat .... " 

Conditions in Au tria have been similar. In November, 

1941, old ration cards were suddenly called in and new 
ones were not issued until two weeks had passed, not 
even the Jewish soup kitchens receiving any food. In 
July of 1942 Baldur von Schirach, Nazi Commissioner 
for Vienna, announced that death and deportations had 
left 300,000 rooms available for bombed-out Germans. 
By the end of 1942 Austria's 185,000 Jews had been 
reduced to between 12,500 and 15,000. The Swedish 
report quoted above puts the figure now at 7,000. 

In the first concentration camp in Bohemia-Moravia 
at Terezin 50,000 Czech, German and Austrian Jews were 
interned in July, 1942. To make room for Baltic Germans 
repatriated from Russian-held territory Czech Jews had 
been transported en masse to the Lublin "reservation." 
By May, 1941, the Jews had been expelled from 83 towns 
and cities. Six thousand from Prague were sent to the 
Pripet marshes in the spring of 1942. The 80,000 Jewish 
population of the "Protectorate" had fallen by the end 
of 1942 to 115,000. 

The ituation in Europe under azi domination renders 
impossible accurate total statistics of the Jewish agony, 
or comparable figures for different areas. Even if it were 
feasible to secure accurate figures on arrests and on the 
population at the different points of incarceration at any 
given time they would soon be falsified. The constant 
shifting of masses of people, incoming and outgoing at 
each concentration camp, makes a ghastly motion picture. 
Available figures, therefore, are incomplete and circum­
stantial but those given here have been carefully checked 
as to source so far as is at present possible. The general 
picture i clear. rrest, concentration, deportation-pre­
ceded and attended by starvation and brutality-and final 
disappearance. 

Poland Become, • Slaughter House 

The original plan seems to have been to concentrate 
European Jews in a vast "reservation" at Lublin in 
Poland where the process outlined in Das Schwarze Korps 
should operate unchecked. Later, this plan was to some 
extent reversed, at least temporarily. Jews from Poland, 
France and some from Czechoslovakia "\Vere shipped into 
Germany for slave labor there. Many Jews are now 
laboring under compulsion on the Eastern front even 
within range of Ru sian artillery. 

In place of the "reservation" for Jews ghettos were set 
up in a number of Polish cities. Later they were intro­
duced in other countries. These ghettos are not what a 
Westerner pictures-the residential concentration of a 
city's Jewish population from which the inhabitants 
emerge to carry on their daily occupations, freely trading 
with the outside world. They are prisons and unbe­
lievably overcrowded. Skilled laborers and artisans ad­
judged essential to the Nazi economy are permitted to 
work outside 10 hours a day for "the equivalent of 20 
cents but 12 cents is deducted for the mid-day meal."' The 
"unemployed" within are subject to constant raid an<l 
eizure for forced labor. The many instances reported by 

the Poli h Government in Exile showing the cruelty 
employed toward these victims cannot be repeated in the 
space at our disposal.• 

The New York Herald Tribune carried an . pril 11 
Associated Pre s dispatch from London quoting the 
Polish Telegraph Agency as saying that "the German 

a New Yo,-k Times, April 13, 1943. (Swedish Israel Mission 
report.) 

4 See The German New O,-dtr in Poland. Published for the 
Polish Ministry of Information by Hutchinson and Company, 
London. 



had erased the Jewish ghetto at Krakow in a three-day 
massacre which started on March 13 and also had elimi­
nated the ghetto in Lodz. The Lublin ghetto has been 
reported empty. Jews have been almost entirely expelled 
from most of the towns situated in the Polish areas incor­
porated into the German Reich and partly from many 
towns in the General Government. 

The Polish Government on May 3, 1941, presented to 
the Governments of the Allied and Neutral Powers a 
survey of acts of violence perpetrated against the popula­
tion of Poland which has been published as the Polish 
"Black Book." In another Note addressed to the Gov­
ernments of the United ations on December 10, 1942, 
it was pointed out: 

In recent months these persecutions have been directed with 
particular violence against the Jewish population, who have been 
subjected to new methods calculated to bring about the complete 
extermination of Jews, in conformity with the public statements 
made by the leaders of Germany." 11 

The Note further stated : 
"The Poli h Government consider it their duty to bring to the 

knowledge of the Governments of all civilized countries the follow­
ing fully authenticated information received from Poland. ... 

" . .. the [Warsaw] ghetto was completely closed and its entire 
area was surrounded by a brick wall, the right of entry and exit 
being restricted to the holden of special passes, is ued by the 
German authorities. All those who left the ghetto without such 
a pass became liable to sentence of death, and it is known that 
German courts passed such sentences in a large number of cases. 

" ... The food rations for the inhabitants of the ghetto amounted 
to about a pound of bread per person weekly, with practically 
nothing else. As a result, prices in the ghetto were on an average 
ten times higher than outside, and mortality due to exhaustion, 
starvation and disease, particularly during the la t two winters, 
increased on an unprecedented scale. During the winter of 1941-
1942 the death rate, calculated on an annual base, has risen to 13 
per cent, and during the first quarter of 1942 increased still 
further. Scores of corpses were found in the street of the ghetto 
every day. 

"At the time when the ghetto was established the whole 
population was officially stated to amount to 433,000, and in spite 
of the appalling death rate it was being maintained at this figure 
by the importation of Jews from Germany and from the occupied 

/4
untries, as well as from other parts of Poland. 

//•The outbreak of war between Germany and oviet Rus ia and 
1/ the occupation of the Eastern areas of Poland by German troops 

considerably increased the numbers of Jews in Germany's power. 
At the same time the mass murders of Jews reached such dimen­
sions that, at first, people refused to give credence to the reports 
reaching Warsaw from the Eastern provinces. The reports, 
however, were confirmed again and again by reliable witnesses. 
During the winter of 1941-1942 several tens of thousands of Jews 
were murdered. In the city of Wilno over 50,000 J cws were 
reported to have been massacred and only 12,000 of them remain 
in the local ghetto. In the city of Lwow 40,000 were reported 
murdered; in Rowne 14,000; in Kowel 10,000, and unknown 
numbers in Stanislawow, Tarnopol, Stryj, Drohobyez and many 
other smaller towns. At first the executions were carried out by 
shooting; sub equently, however, it is reported that the Germans 
applied new methods, such as poison gas, by means of which the 
Jewish population was exterminated in Chctm, or electrocution, 
for which a camp was organized in Belzec, where in the course 
of March and April, 1942, the Jews from the province of Lublin, 
Lwow and Kieke, amounting to tens of thousands, were exter­
minated. Of Lublin's 30,000 Jewish inhabitants only 2,500 still 
survive in the city .... 

" ... As from July 20th, 1942, the guarding of the [Warsaw] 
ghetto was entrusted to special security battalions, formed from 

• The Mass Extermination of Jews in German Occupied PolaNd. 
Published on behalf of the Polish Ministry of Foreign Affairs by 
Hutchinson and Company, London. See pp. 3 and 4-10. 
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the scum of several Eastern European countries, while large 
forces of German police armed with machine guns and commanded 
by SS. officers were posted at all the gates leading into the ghetto. 
Mobile German police detachments patrolled all the bowidaries of 
the ghetto day and night. 

" ... flying quads of man polic 
into the houses in s rch of J e intellectuals. 
dressed Jews foun were kill on the spot, witho 
troubling even t dentify 

"On the morning of ... July 22nd, 1942 ... the Jewish 
Council . . . were informed that an order had been issued for the 
removal of the entire Jewish population of the Warsaw hctto 
and printed instructions to that effect were issued in the form of 
posters, the contents of which arc rcproduc d in nnex 1 to thi 
~ ote. . . . The number of people to be removed was first fixed 
at 6,000 daily .... Persons subject to deportation w re to be 
delivered by the Jewish police not later than 4 p.m. each day. 
Members of the Council and other hostages were to answer for the 
strict fulfilment of the order." 

The required number was later raised and on July 24, 1942, 
"10,000 persons were actually assembled for deportation, followed 
by 7,000 persons on each subsequent day . . . . 

"The actual process of d portation was carried out with appalling 
brutality. At the appointed hour on each day the German police 
cordoned off a block of houses selected for clearanc , entered the 
back yard and fired their guns at random, as a signal for all to 
leave their homes and assemble in the yard. nyone attempting 
to escape or to hide wa killed on the spot. ... Wives were torn 
from their hu bands and children from their parents. Those who 
appeared frail or infirm were carried straight to the Jewish em­
etery to be killed and buried there. On the average 50-1 00 people 
were disposed of in this way daily. After the contingent was 
assembled, the people were packed forcibly into cattle trucks to the 
number of 120 in each truck, which had room for forty. The 
truckb were then locked and scaled. The Jews were suffocating 
for Jack of air. The floors of the trucks were covered with 
quicklime and chlorine. As far as is known, the trains were 
dispatched to three localities-Tremblinka, Belzec and Sobibor, to 
what the r ports describe as 'Extermination camps.' ... It is 
reported that on arrival in camp the urvivors were stripped 
naked and killed by various means, including poison gas an~ 
electrocution. The dead were interred in mass graves dug by 
machinery .... 

"According to the ts, 120,000 ration rds were 
distributed in th arsaw gh o for the month Septemb , 
1942, ,; hile th report also ntions that only 4 , 00 such c ds 
were to be d' tributed for }(e month of Octob ; 1942. The atter 
figure is c roborated by- information emana mg from the erman 
Employ nt Office (,Arbeitsa,nt), whic mentioned t number 
of~O, 0 skil~ed rkmen as those were to he al wed to 
rem ·n in a part f he ~hctto, co cl to barracks employed 
o erman w duclton. 

"The depo ion from Warsaw ghetto ere interrupted 
during five ys, between ugust 20th-25th. e G rman machin­
ery for t mass slaug er of the Jews wa employed during thb 
interva on the liq • ation of other g tos in Central Poland, 
inclu • g the to of Falenica, Re ert6w, Nowy Dw6r, Ka-
lus n and Mi Mazowiecki. 

" ... all the reports agree that the total numb r of killed runs 
into many hundreds of thousands of innocent victims - mer\, 
women and children-and that of the 3,130,000 Jews in Poland 
before the outbreak of war, over a third have perished during 
the last thr e years.'' 

Similar methods were employed to empty the vast 
camp at Lublin. 

In Other Countries 

Reports that are available indicate the following deple­
tions of Jewish populations in European countri s incc 
the beginning of the war: Bohemia-M orama has 15,000 
Jews left of the original 80,000; Belgium only 8,000 out 
of 75,000. Sixty thousand of the Netherlands 180,000 
Jews have been deported. Of 80,000 in Y i,goslavia 400 
escaped and the rest have been ki11ed, imprisoned or de-

• 
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ported. In Greece out of 78,000 all aged from 18 to 45 
have been drafted for forced labor. From France 65,000 
out of 340,000 have been deported. In Rumania not more 
than 270,000 are left of 900,000. Of the 185,000 deported 
to prison camps in Transnistria some 75,000 have perished. 
Of 50,000 Bulgarian Jews 9,000 remain. Of Slovakia's 
90,000 Jews 70,000 have been deported. Reports from 
Latvia are incomplete but the experience of Riga indicates 
that 4,000 or 5,000 may remain out of 32,000. Lithuania 
appears to have a similar record for its 150,000. A recent 
report issued by the Russian Government de cribes ap­
palling massacr~s in Russian tertitory. J 

. ~oo .oo o .,, 'I• ·o • • • v.-w) f!LMN '1. 
I 
vc- Flesh of Our Flea 

• 11 ~ ·•• Q -, ·o, o • 
Repetition of place names and figures numbs the imagi-

nation so that comprehension and sympathy are con­
stricted. But if, as has been roughly estimated, 2,000,000 
of Europe's Jews have perished it means that one out of 
every three of the desperate souls driven a:ong that 
dreadful road of slow starvation and breaking spirit has 
reached the end of endurance. It may have come in 
short, wift terror from a Ge tapo revolver as it did to a 
child fled from the Warsaw ghetto. Or in lewd humiliation 
as it did to two well dressed women dragged from the 
street to the ghetto, forced to undress, and shot. It 
means also the long frantic waiting at home for those who 
do not come. A boy of 8 sees his grandparents led off 
to die, his father seized, and witnesses many beatings and 
killings. During a raid he hides his small si ter in one 
room and himse1£ in another for double safety. Hearing 
his little sister di covered and taken he hiver alone. 
AB suffer this anguished slow draining of the re erYoir 
of being. 

An eye-witness brought this report to the Polish 
Government in London : 

"A particularly tragic problem is the children of the ghetto. I 
have already related how thou ands of children who e parents had 
died roamed the ghetto streets, and were hunted down and killed 
off like beasts .... It is known however that about 150 Jewish 
children were fortunate enough to escape and are now roamino­
the streets outside the ghetto, begging in the house of Pole . I 
saw some of these children on numerous occasions. I shall never 
forget them. They look less human than little monsters-dirty, 
ragged, with eyes that will haunt me forever-eye of little beast 
in the last anguish of death. They trust no one and expect only 
the worst from human beings. They slide along the walls of 
houses looking about them in mortal fear. No one knows where 
they sleep. From time to time they knock at the door of a Pole 
and beg for something to eat. Most of them follow a imilar 
procedure: they knock at a door and run away to a di tance 
ready to flee since no one can predict what kind of a creature will 
emerge from behind the locked door. . . ." 

In the Underground service this eye-witness acted as 
a member of the Polish police force organized by the azi 
authorities. He de cribes deportations from the Warsaw 
ghetto. Many were killed or died before they reached the 
"sorting point" ( Obuz Razdzielczi). There in "a huge 
barracks, only about one-half of which is covered with a 
roof" were "about 5,000 men and women." "Every few 
hours new tran ports of Jews, men and women, young 
and old, would arrive ... " 

"It is humanly impossible to convey the impres ion that the e 
five thou and people made upon me: they are no longer in the 
image of men-skeletons with eyes dead with re ignation. 1 aked. 
frightened, they arc in constant motion with convulsive n rvous 
movements. A child is lying with its face towards the ro £. It 
is in the last agony of death. But no one pay any attention to it. 
Amidst this indistinguishable mass I spot an old man completely 
nude. . . . He make no impression on the people who surround 
him. The guards keep on shooting at the throng. Corpses are 

scattered everywhere. Convulsively moving men step over ~he 
corpses, barely noticing the dead. Every few minutes the guard 
pick a number of men to clear the dead which are piled up 

alongside the fence. This, too, is done without any emotion, 
without a single expression on their faces as though they are 
completely oblivious of what they are doing. These are no longer 
normal beings but one large convulsive mass breathing its la t. ... 

"En route from the camp to the tracks is a specially constructed 
narrow passage lined by a weak fence of boards. rmed guard 
are stationed along both sides of the fence. From behind the 
people are driven by guards who lash out mercilessly with their 
whips. . . . Anyone who as much as touches the fence is shot at 
by the guards who arc lined alongside. . . . In this manner hun­
dreds are killed on a stretch of several metres. But they are the 
lucky ones .... 

"The narrow passage leads to an open door of a cattle car. 
These are the famous cars designed for '40 people or 8 horses.' 
We have measured these cars and found that if human beings 
were to be loaded there tightly pressed together and completely 
nude, they could hold only 90. Yet 140 people are loaded into 
these cars. Special SS. men with guns and whips are stationed 
on both sides of the entrance. . . . 

"In panic and fear the emaciated skeletons perform acrobatic 
feats. A moment comes when the last inch of the car is loaded to 
capacity but human beings are still being driven into it: einsteige11 ! 
einsteigenl People begin to climb over the heads of their neigh­
bors, holding on by the hands, feet or hair of those who are 
already inside. Thus 50 more manage to get into the car which 
is then locked. . . . 

"A long train thus packed with several thousand men, women 
and children is switched to a siding where it remains from two to 
eight days. The doors are never opened. Those inside suffer 
inhuman agony. They have to perform natural functions over 
the heads of the others. Many cars are painted with lime which 
begins to burn from the dampness of the human urine and 
increases the tortures of the barefoot and the nude." 

An eminent American Jew recently wrote: "Today, 
in the hambles of Poland, I can see the faces of Jews 
going to their death, illumined and ennobled. . . . They 
would n t change place with th ir executioners." 

But that was another world !-wh 're human death wa 
till allowed its dignity. 

An Appeal to Christians 
A tatement adopted by the Federal Council of Churche 

on March 16 said, in part: 
"\ e urge Christian people throughout the country to 

give their moral support to whatever mea ures afford 
promise of rescuing European Jews whose Jives are in 
jeopardy. \Ve appeal to our government, which has 
announced a plan for a joint confer nee of repre entatives 
of the .. \merican and the British governments on the sub­
ject, to give full consideration to the following proposals: 

"a. To offer financial assistance for the support of 
refugees that neutral governments ( for example, Switzer­
land, wed en, Spain, Portugal and Turkey) may receive 
from ar a under azi control, as a result either of infil­
tration across their border or of n gotiations with the 

xi powers, with the expectation that after the war, 
uch r fugee would be repatriated. 

"b. To provide places of temporary asylum to which 
refugees whom it may be po sible to evacuate from 
European countri s may be removed, the e refugees to 
be supported in camps for the duration of the war, with 
the understanding that th y will then be repatriated or be 
provided with permanent homes in other ways." 

OTE-A packet of church statements and worship 
suggestions with reference to the plight of the J ws i 
available for 10 cents from the Cornmi sion on Wor hip, 
297 Fourth venue ew York, N. Y 

.,., 338 

(Pnatf'd ta U. S. A.l 




