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kill. Our civilians tho e re en rossed int en rous civilian r ctivitie, 

bond drives, blood d nors, 

o h to ti ht tor the things the love - d t e love rica. Tl 0 , 

too, the avo ed intent of t e enemy a ainst hom t ey fi ht. Ir victoriou , he e 

to destroy th•. In order to survive - they must destro h • ve eri J 

unierstand this - and this kno led·e lends driv and resolutene to i r r orts. 

But other demands, like ise rave and imperious, ere ade upon us. dis ter 

for hich even our long, tormented histo r c offer no arallel, a ept ov r our 

people in Europe, nd left tl.em roken, deci ted d doomed . Sundry 

erlla c com upon a orld in the ri~ of rar and revolu ion. 0~ opl 

t a ll. The cup or e ol orld'a sta er s rust into their l 

terrible 

ri need 

t ey 

ere ude to drink ot it and drain it to its very last oisonow, re"• Our riads 

who were scattered bro'en hi hw or exile, or lan hed in 

unwelcOJling ports of temporar.r rer • or f ced in t h con u red 1 s t n d 

to us for hel . Th h e cou.l.d n t help the full, e did not r .1 t e utt ly. 

ould th t we had done more and • t more ~uicklyl e ere n un illing, ut inept . 

l"llitted ecioua 

and eTer rlder s atha 

nths d ears t slip b hile t e azi cythe ilUl wid r 
or conguer,i Europe 

nd ao ed do th J wish co::::n .. :1 ies one ter anot r in a 

bloody harvest of death. Governaents, f 7iend overnments, beguil sled 

us with vague roaiaea d ineffect l 1lllli re cue encies nd conference. e 

did not Im hOIJf to tocua the ttention or t remained o the tree cent 

world, so orbed in 1 ts OlfD roblems, u on the llln t edy of our people 

nor ho• to induce action. !nd so 

everthelesa • did or anize in all our c unities for relief r cue. 

expanded and implemented e existin enci ere ted ne on 8 to carry our . 
help to tho o re so des r tely w iting for it. Ye b e r, incr s ly 

lar er funds e rai ed d incre •1 ly ore or our eople c e to s in th 

ivin. e too care or re eea o e to our shor • ent elp to oar 
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exiles in all parts of e orld. e ided in the upbw.ldin of P lestine. All 

these additional obli tions ere readily assumed ith~t n __,lectin0 our om. ... stic 

institutions of philanthropy, educ tion, culture d reli ion. This is not 

un orthy record. Undoubtedly ch ■ore should ve been one b us - th r t 

and richest Je ish CQIIIPPrnit7 in the orld. uch more, wn ure, ill ct e done. 

What s n done, however, is reas suring ugury of reater thin ·s to co e, 

evidence of an inner soundness and olesoaeness. There i much to build on in LNVt......-..J 

our , erican J e ish communi t and much to build th. i th ood arc hi tee ts 

sldll1\il and diligent builders, truly no le e ifice of J iah co.mm.unal lite c411 

be erected in this good land. 

The• has made the Jes of erica mor lert t they have lfer been 

before, nd more selt-a are. A ener tion ago the incidence of Je i h renei;)a ot 

the average American Je as ali t and casual. Tody it is consi er ble and f irly 

constant. ong certain sections of our ) eopl i in olwi~ a i.lr ne a is 

attended by n.ryin degreea or irri tion. S e till rbor t .. op t t e em 

of • and e ere t or e azis 11 re ave 11 t e mpl s nt videnc s ot 

preJ udice and disc;riain tion ich :f'orcet this J ish renes upon t e • Thia, 

I aa afraid, is vain hope - d in t eir 1eart of hearts, I suspect, t 

know it. 

heric· Jews e t last tindin th elv sunder t • necessit or oing 

that ich Je • in the old orld have t do, - consciously to orient 

themselve J • in non-Jewish nvironm nt and re llatic Uy tor ce all th 

illlpllc tiona or their s tua a k minori t roup. e Nazis succeeded in their 

att pt to e the ole eatern orld Jew-conscious, but they alao succeeded, and 

ithout ny intention on their part, to 1 Je a more J -conscious. 

some Je a re rather unnerved b7 tis ne ex rience and are unable to 

intelli ent adj us ent to it, t e . Jori t or our eopl e helped by 

thia eener awarene a ot t eir true oaition to a tuller, franker and more i ied 

lite aa American Je •• 



These eric J e a e r cin . the future i thout any illusion but 

certainly not thout hope . The New rld, far time, made oasib 

sense of laoat complete identific tion. That is no lon er th c e d in 11 

pro blllt 111 never be in . The Old orld rand of anti e itism is re to 

ata - not forever, of c urse, b t for a eriod lo eno h for 11 ractical 

consider tions. This is r sm, not defe tism. This is t e ndscape. ter the 

olitic 1 anti...Se:nitism of e azi variety, t t 

and organized b , gov rnment and employed s eap 11 have 

been defeated as a result of the defeat of the N zis in t..liis w r, t e hi h fev r-

.. temperature of anti-SemitiSll will undoubtedly drop h re an else here, provided of course 

no disastrous economic debacle &.nd vast un~loyment follow the rmi tice. But much 

ot ht e y now call the •good• d tem erate ti-Semitism, in cons rast to th• 

killing am annihilationist kind, t • t hich 1i1 hap .. 1 r ti s we used to c 11 pr Jmice, .. 

will remain as constant r ctor in our experi nc • T Civil r ed sl very in 

the United S t s. It did not solve th cowitry y be de oc tic 

d yet its people be bitterl nti e tic. itne s Poland efore t r and 

eiaar Germany. Poll tic eq 11 ty is not yet brotherhood. It is d ou ttul et r 

t • popular sentillent of most of the co\D'ltrie or Europe ev r he rtil pprOYed ot 

J a iah emanci tion. It se to ve c me r e as -. b -product of new political 
~ 

theories and principle• ot human ri ta bi.ch bad to be consistent a 
1
~_,......,..,. 

Aaeric is not likely to o Fascist, but F cisticall.y-m.nded ricans, who 

will al ys be ti-Semites, ill persist in l.&r e b s until such ti 

ag tblda its ne economic and olltical uilibrium atter e rol la 
/.) p1'lA.~◄~~ 

wllilllll t technological rev-olution , wt!& tu : as • ••+-. Thia eriod o ,__.,.,, 
~~ti ~ ; ~ A 

which ra ht • much dang r and Wlhap ine s tor ankind •• Jt t 1 6e 

111 f~ r r eyond our present en r tioa. 

t I aa trying to say is th t our 11T a • ric Je • ve no t~• 

into t e •11 known pattern or Iar 1 1 a aillann 1 e rienc 1a Di pora. Por a 
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tiae we were able to re ard ourselves as difte ent. But erica itself has come 

tar less dif:erent, tar less removed, am far lei,;)s isolated from t e Old orld. It 

is no longer a distant land on the rim or a vast ocean. It is no· the cent r o the 

world. Politicul.ly, econoaic ~ and c lturally it is no enmeshed in a co on d stiny 

with the rest or the world. And American Jews also have come to hare, ho ev r reluctantly, 

1:he common and inescapable destiny of t ... eir fello J• a in the rest of the arld. An 

unfailing rule in that millennial ex.erience of our people has been t tin normal 

times of political and econOlllic stability, of eace and prosp rity we re not reatly 

annoyed. hen conditions become distq.rbed nd 

are suddenly and severely aenaced. 

ettled, for whatever re son, we 

ill the literature on anti-Semitism or recent yea.rs, - and it has 

considerable, and some of it ver erudite and scientific - h s yi lded not!'. 

illunin ting than this. Anti-Semitism has been t1rac 

specu tive retreat. Many a rotound ex l.anation 

unfortunately an explanation is not yet a solution. 

it has been iven, 

to it last 

t 

Followin the war e sh 11 be '"ept busy for a time undoin the mischief hich 

the virulent Nazi-inspired ropaganda of recent e rs will l ve acco plished in this 

I\ 

Cl.A . ~ 
country, busy/\diainf'ec_:ting the hWDllll mind. This will prove a job of no me&n proportions. 

Thereafter we s all roceed to ma1 e the necessary adjustments to the more "norm 1• fonas 

ot prejudice w thout spending too IIUCh time and t .ought upon the ubJect, - a re-

occupation neither a tiatying nor edifying, - nd we turn our attention 
[j;__" 

to the more constructive areas of J e ish lite. e ha admonished b our ._._ 
-ro-

not to obaerve the wind too closely lest e f 11 to aow, nor e rd the cloud• 1th 

too au.ch concern leat we r 11 to rep. 

e 11 stop tryin to tird a aolution for nti-Se■itia:m and o ill reconcile 

ouraelv-es to condition. • will of course join forces with all those elements in 

our popul tion which work for the preservation or th basic traditions ot .ricaa 

d•ocracy. e shall be portion or ull t t ie around WI and ill share as tul.17 a we 



shall be permitted in the co on lite. e 11 condillue to resist the forces ot 

darkneaa an disruption in our colllltry. 

which will achieve 1n actiae ih t 

e 11 not urrender th ho~ of "uture 
~~ ,d"V) 

been proJ ected in 4M] ■ ■ "t·, but like the 

essiah idea among our ople, e hall think of it i th hope but ao 1th a s Ying 

measure or scepticism. • shall act eople who have tin lly m tured and who do 

not ttempt to e11c into deluaiona or sel.f-delusiona. 

Ja ture and responaible p ople e s all continue our efforts to or aniz 

our oommunit lite t ? efficiently'. e are not unorganized n • In tact • are 

ove!'-or anized. This is not unnatur l. Our community is lar e. Its origllls N 

diYer e and manifold, ita intareata re varied. a ople, r th ys or oses 

on, i h ft never been pechl.ly distinguisbed11tor docilit or 

l• ys/\h aore candid t or 1 erahip than for disci les ip. 

ctibilit. 

But 

e 

continue to work out plans and ethcxls for better or &Ai• tion and roper collectin 

action., an a s 11 continu to learn the ro u1r iplinea of Je ish co unity 

ure. 'f.. 
Thia does not mean th t e shall atrive to achieT so-c lled •unity• ill 

eric 11 Israel. This slogu of •Je ah tmity• baa been one of the aoa Jli 1 i 

and diaruptiv ones in ric Je lah lif' • Ev ry or ization aeeldn to intaiD 

speci 1-privilege p aition a.•••==-••~~, every van ch ion or a 

minority point or vie , unrlllin to ul:ait to the Jtd ent of the Jority, ver 'Olle 

who out of a siai tionist ten enciea attempts to hold do ic Je ah lit to 

a 1n1mal r ram, s s eltered h alt behind t s slo an. No eople ot tiff 

ailllon sow.a h re 1n t orld is •un.1r1ed• on ic is ues ich arr ct 

it• lite. Onl.¥ die torahip c c eve such a ciovs unity or ct1ot~, - never 

ot th ht, - cttrtainly not r or lon t e. It ia not 1Ulit ich 1 aaential, 

lNt qrga,p.iytion, democratic or aniution in lllhicb 11 points ot rie c tind their 

1 it te ex re sion ad by eana ot ch the J 

authority to eak and act tor the entire COlllllllDity. orit1•• 1D le iah lite 
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have the ri ht to be heard, to or ize nd to advocate t eir inta or rle . They 

have no right to spe a 1.r t ey represented e majority ~ ....... a:.l'IIWB or to 

sabota e turl disrupt errorta tor anizatian in the hope of ee in th ority rrom 

xerciaing ita righttul a thorit 

and vested prirlle es. 

Jr preservin fort emselv -s a speci stat 

The organization or Je iah c unit co1111cils, whic be in our count a011e 

years ago, re resehted a clear insi ht and a sowia pproach to an ade uate or niz tion 
' 

ot .Aaerican J wiah llf'e. I do not lmo ho far these cowicils have .)ro ssed in 

recent ara. either 1D number or in the extension or their ar s o-r operation in 

their res ctive communities. The further or ani2 tion of the cOJUNnit councils, 

local.1¥ and nationally, is clearly the direction in hicll erican J-~~r shOGld 

aove, it it really intems to or anise itself on a satisfactory,. 

deaocr tic is, and it it wishes to free its~lt some d oft e numerous c pet 

or anizationa hich today clutter up e scene, ll fr hom ~ resume to s . e tor 

erican Je and none ot hoa baa ev r received 

ot _r attempt t roper cOIIWlunal organiz tion on an tional sc le as de 

t September. Aa an eaer ency ure, a n io 1 c nf er~ne was convok , ot 

represen tiTea of n tional or ani tions and o democrutic lly elected c Ullity 

representativ • to e tor eri an Je in this critic 1 eriod or the r .... 

on all •ttara ttactin Je iah lite in post-; ar e tlementa. It as n rn st 

and comm ndable effort, and 

The conference demonstr ted 

ric J • r reapomed to 1 t in 

t gre t ec ions of eric Je bad tur 

auttici ntly to welooae am a cept tl e di1cipllnea or or ized co .. mu ty lite. 

•• 

But it a.lso d 011strated tbat there are oupa and organizations, which re not t 

read for a truly d ocr tic or anizat1011 pt A1Derican Jewish lif"e. These roupa 

or t ir spokes must either have it their own way or like peeTiah childra they 

12, 

will not play. Their approach is one either of dominatioa or secession. any s eciou 

argma ta ere uaed b the veati 1 1 oll archa t h 

th people'• reat aaa•bly re 
c~~_...., 

ed to follow and ho l'llent or their 



• 

little mpire , t justify t 1eir univers ly condemned sece aion and to disc ed t t e 
~ 

conference. It s a elancho spec cle. l1p1aial17 was ~-ticism lev Ued at the 
. m-M-~~~~~--- I A 

election machinery hie bad been set up to select e deleg te • Th r ct of the 

tter ot couree is t t re ardless ot 
+ ' oul.d ve en set 

would have resulted in pproximate th s e ind of re resent tion. It s 

also argued th tin tters of principle one cannot com.rom.ise t erefore one ust 

ithdr w. But oup or· party does not c promise ita principles if it re ina 

in an over-all democratic lly con tituted body .... decl es its o . osition to the 

decisions of the maj ori t r and re ins f'ree tyadvoc te its rinciples. Thi.a is ot 

the v y essence of the democr tic rocedure. 

The rican Jewish Confer-nee, aft r arnest and tho ttul dellber tion, 

expressed itself with r ent, in mo,t instances ~ 1th unani ity
1

on the 

more controversial subJecta by a vote o lar e t t e tru mind ot t e ov r el■1ng 

s hich contronted ric 

and orld Jewry/on rescue erk, oat-w rehabill tion and e 11p lding ot the 

Jewish tional Home. It indicated hat our objectives ere, and 1D ·eneral ay, 

t should be done to chieve th•• In so doing t.e conf' ranee .roly served its 

purpo •. Those ho had expected the o~nt renc to bee e e day by day hnctioning 

gene,- to carry out in r ctise ll e work ot rescue • nd rehabili t · ti and th .t'all 

iaple en tion of t e P 1 stin ro r r iled to r lize t t e cont 

neither th maahin ry nor t . e finances n r til.., eraonnel or mm such 

did the constituent or an1 tiona iah it to unde or to sup l.ant th ir function. 

cont rence w s to have be n and should haver ined con ul tive and ~ellber tiva 
' 

a clearing house of' Am ican J iah tho ht on Tit.al Je iah robl , here eriodica.Jly 

th e could be diacusaed and clarified, here our jor activit a could be ap raised, 

heN n could be roJ cted, her~ attitud • or overnment8 tow rd■ CIIU' 
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problems could be revie ed., and ere t he coll ,ctive • ill of ric Je could find 

authori · tive expression - not on the basis o v.ny onollt ic unit but ante only 

possibl and Parll entary sis of m Jorit.;r o inion. This, yo .111 rec l,, s 

the ori 1 purpose of tin hich 
~J.. ~ W-

s held in Pittsburgh 

action on rlble 

d recommem 

tot ri hts and .tbtus of Jes 1n the ost- r orld• 

am •to consi er and reco·· end ction on all tters lookin to s e implementation 

of rights of the Je ish people 1th respect to P lestine.• It as only l.ater on, and 

/ a result of the terribl€ urgenc hich de itselt ifest to rescue Europe 

Je fran extermination) t th t l-'roblem of rescue 0 t . 

the conference and the conference ~a char ed. i th cuti an ad nist r tive uties 

for hich it a not prep ad e uipped. The conf.rence erv ell its ori in 1 

purpose. It should m et soon O in to survey .__ t e J iah position, to revie 

. at transpired duri thi fatet 

herever n eded. !Is &Pl ii t tl 

or future action 

at to s oil 

which Americ· Isr el has planted. Th e 11 tle foxe shoul vet eir lit le 

scorched. 

I believe t h· t t ere re t e rinci alt--··- hich f ce eric· J e ry 

toda • s the w r roaches its ell , t e pros eta f ,e ce bee r1-ht, 

en and tions e turnin t heir ttentiona mor nd ore to 1 s forte ost-

ar orld. Every responsi le ovemment aa t or so ti e now b 

print• tor post-war economic, politic l an~ social recons ruction. 

rt or wi8doa tor WS-@IJ J •••, to pl our os r t ska/ even t o h t. t he om Dt 

we e still deeply n rosaed in e necess or o resc e Di relier. 

Ev r one real.izea t t Europe J 11 me e fro t e 

physic Uy rava ed and rious depl ted bot inn bera r ources. Fin ci 1 

and teri 1 aid will be uir f or oanaiderable t art r • to h 1 the 
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ounds ich th w r i nf'licted, just fter e st -ml on much lar er 

SC e. Je 8 in the stric en coun ri s 11 have speci 1 culiar ro 1 

of t h 1r o hich ill have to be et b su ple en id 1 en to t h b t· ir 

fellow Je s in other rts of e rld. Thi will b ur first s~ o 1 e, 

to rebuild hatever can be rebuilt, to reunite broken f lies, tor s bllah 

h tt red communities. 

There 1~= a 1 ge uprooted Je 1,h opu tion, a floating popul tion or 

new ho s in orld hich will be inhospitable to imll1 ration. 

es iOlocked 

at hundred doors d only £ew re opened, a those re· itif'ul.ly 

tion uotaa a coWltr-J failed o use even its unfill i i 
"\A~ " 

re/ tent to p ,._NW for •tr • ,x,r • to be 

e soJoumin o ref •• who est bli hed on our shore for th 

will veto ove on after the - re to? T r is no son to sum t t 

t e orld 111 be ore oapit ble tr r, ost oun ries 11 be r ced 

wi 1 serious economic problems of ir own, o~ conTersion fro 

une11 lo nt. 

r-tim• to 

?9&C tim econ y, demobilisation, debts 

It 1 r y dou ttul h t er e ori in 1 o elands from hich thes re ea 

caae ill ah to lco e th ck. Pro b n official obs cle 11 put in 

The politic 1 ell.mat after the 11 not erait it. But in ct 1al 

prac ise it ill be extre ly difficult for ese refugees to ret rn t ir 

fo rho s or itions. Their sitions d Jobe t heir commerci 1 

industri 1 establishm nts 11 h Te be n occupied not b the invaders, ut b t 
~ - tv\.A.c..~_u.~~~ 

tive .opul tion. e ill v little to o ck to but • ec t ce a•erie. 

Th recent c tid nti 1 report made y 

Polish Un er 

~~ 
- irection t 

1th hos ility b th Polish opul ti011. "The po 

the official 

would b regarded 

tion ould COil 1 er t e 
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re-immi• ration of' the Jews not as a r urn to t·1eir revio o ·t1ons, t as an 

invasion a aitlst hich it would defe d i selt even in 

non-Jewish popul tion has taken over t .e positions of the Je a in the to s &.nd 

cities, and in a large rt or Poland it is evident a c e -~~ ars c, r cter 

or finality.• Thus the report continues~ •The govern,ent oes ell in reassuring the 

public opinion or the • orld th· t ere .111 be no anti-Semitism in Poland, t 

anti-Semitism will not exist in oland only if the Jes wro esc ped fro the oJroms 

do not endeavor to return en masse to Polish cities d to s.• This re .. ort intaina 

that •t1:e count seea only one way out of this difficult situ·tion, n ely th t 

the Polish Gov.rnment should in duet e, possibly i edi:t 1, e t..l-1e 1ni tia ti ve 

.in the creation of national hom tor the Je s.• He s 1 ests n tion 1 home some here 

in Eastern_ Europe. Palestine is not r rored bee W!I •it is too cro ed., too otic 

and evokes conflicts with the ab world.• 

That t re is a great e 
~v.,.,~~~ ' 

of the Polish population to Jenah re atr 

Unfortunately these Jentimenta re rob b~ not limited to Pole ,,.er tier. It is ro ~bly 

true or••! the populationj of most or tne occupied countries fro hich Je· ve 

tled ..... Slovaka, Croats, , Ro · anians, n a and ustri a. 

Th '? remainin J ewa of Europe 11 f'in t .. emse t e rn st of re t t sions and 

bitter econOJllic competitions. These tensions exit nd re in· intensit· int 

years following the last• .-.-.. not ~ relieved bJ the to 1 c;,r nt or citizen-

ahip or even or minorit righta. It ·111 be no different t t e close of this a.r. 

One dllll'8n6t know how many J e s will remain in Central a Eastern Europe after 

th war, nor how many of them will have to be trasnplanted else here, nor y t how 

many ho had fied will require repatri tion to other lands. But it can readily be 

asawaed that the e will be lar e numbers ho will seek ne homes and t'1a.t new homes 

11 not be available for 1ar e numbers. 

Palestine alone offera,sound and aliatio roa ct for mass cale J ah 

1mJli. ration, provided the poll tic 1 barriers hich the d tory po er illega~ 
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erected are removed. In Palestine e Je ish people enjoys an internation lly 

recognized and uni .. ue status - that of people in its wn nati nal home. The 

na tions of the orld resolved after t he last r t Pal estine s ll beco pl.ace 

for large-scale Jewish imDd r tion, and instructed the 

such illlllligration into the country. The coW1try is re· ied to receive addition l mas 

1mai ration and the Yiahuv is eager to elcome it. It i s t he clear task of Je ish 

a tesmanahip t this time to insist t hat t e ille al obs cles ich h ve been pllt, 

in the way of thia 1auni r ution be eompletely removed, t t t he orlt of upbuilding 

the country be not interrupted, that the rights of the J e s to ac uire land for 

colonization be not restricted, and th t t~ e Je ish gencl/ \; gl u recognized in the 

date, be aiven po er to ,1an, direct and control t e new 1-...,,,.r tion into t he 

country. It has no matured to point where it can lmdertake this responsibility 

and it ie the only a en hich is wi1lln to assume ch a rest>onsibillty . It is 

the task of Je iah statesmanship t t his time to ln i st th· t t 1e f'ull r i hts ot 

the J ewi h eople shall be imple ented. ·mat s i ntended b t e tiona or t e orld 
• 

who agreed to t Palestine anda te, h t int ended b • t he s tea en of Gr t 

Britain and the United States ho f thered t he idea before • .. e hittling rocess 

began at the hands of the ritish Colonial Office nd t e Pal stine .................. is t r tion, 

was cle rly the ere tion ot a Je iah C on e 1th. It as the just and ise solution 

then. It is the just solution now. 
'V\f\.'MAl\a.l~ 

the status hie was ori inally _. ... .,. ... ._ 

o e ia n re dy o a sume 

and e . te. Thia 

not the time nor the occasion to ive n exposition of Zionis. But every rs onsible 

Je iah leader and c unal orker owes it to hi self · to his opl at th.1• ~- / 
/ ritical junct our histor to re ize fully one t ct. e set si • tor 

the aoment the necessity and deeir billt of rebuilding our n ti onal lite in our 

ancestral hou in order to normal.it. our status 

.orld. • y also set side tor them nt t he 

s a eople on0 the \?8~ples ot the 
~& 

beneficent re ction ~ • re born J e !ah 
I' 
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p lestine upon the spiritual and er 

cogent and v lid arguments for Zionism. The 
' ~ 

of our o le of rindin ho e ror em in Palest ne/\c 

it our nation 1 cla t historic connection of Je ish 

peo le ckno led ed a .uart r or century a o, re 

not • For on purely h ..... ,_.....,tarian grounds e e no c e inst the 

hite Paper. If' Palestine is Just another co tri ve no peci l s tus 

and no s c 1 r hta, then it , ell b ar done more t 

it :share to s helpin Jewi sh ref ees, any t e its 

sis~; and r b leaders and alestini administr tors · 

Office ve been uic.ae t" .. oint t is ut. 

offici 18 o • Colonial 

fo assist int e tablishm~nt or the Je ish ti • w .. ich no 

entered upon it :1na1 e of fulfillm nt is the second re t s c l"ODtin 

Americ Je • 

There is a third tas • Our 
'v 

ople ill e fr tis ... r not only 

phyaicall.y but piritu shaken ed. Th s irit 1 d c ion of uro an 

Je r bas be n as disastrous the physic 1. any old centers or Je iah life h ve 

been destroyed. llany cult r 1 and reli iows institutions from ich orld Je ry 

dr stre. and Ii d academies v been apt away 

and t eir scholars tudents / e1 ther slain or Ct red. T t hich h s 

r lien is ore than t t ich re n s 1n .• 

Ill 1917, three illion J • in the oviet nion re iso tad fr the 

rest or orld Je , and t spiritual and cultural traditions of ussian Je c aaed 

to t'l. into t e channels or world Je is lif' . Since 1955, t 

Jewry h • been crushed. orld J e f cea spiritu 1 crisis of 111111 

proportions. It is .erefore not nou h to pl for t ph sic 1 reh billt tion 

or our peopl ter e ar. e mu t lao plan or our cultural and spiritual 
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r ha bill t · tion - hm, to k ep liTe the apiri t o I rc:.el, the 11 ht of J e iah 

tho ht d t e torch of Jewish learning, ho to s eguard our .eritaie ich alon 

gives di it and distinction to our liTes an eanin to our aillennial sut eri.ng, 

ho to vitaliz those institutic.,~s • ch have preserved t1 ethi 1 and reli ioua 

tor mankind . idea.liam of' J ism tor ourselves 

Our ancestors were content rooo to r the "Sevel h ' Yerus ," t : e 

burden of eir herita e, because the ere onvinced t· ut it cont ined so 

• w.sitely precious and noble c:.nd vi-.L to eir s 1~ tion and to th tion ~ 

the orld. Thus t eir frustrations ere not anting in compens tions. Our children 

d those o c e after em will m alao have to carry the s burden. But 

ill the o by, or eref'oreT 

Our outh ia not im rvious to the p.,e of our anci nt faith and its glorious 

trad tiona. l'r011 c mpa am ttle fronts co e bundant testimony th t their 

ts re e er and their 11.lllde re open to recei tne mes e ot Juda:l:am. Pr pa 

erience not· famine br I 

nor thirst or w ter, but of t e ah 11 aeek it. 

Only two re t centen ot Je iah lit /°emain - Palestin and erica. The 

Aa ric n Jewish community is n the lar est in the orld. The ru ure or J iah 

life on a ca1e nd of a uallty orth ot our re t st 11 de nd on w t e do 

here. e c ot forever live on our past d uet upon u on borro ing." • 

auat be in to create values of our own in this count even as our eople did in 

every reat center here they lived in t r,ast. ~/io here did~ l ■n 
th elves as •a iece of stubborn ti uit ," to UBe C le Lamb' phr e, 

strangely bedded iD an alien , but r er as vital, c eng and old.in& 

a iritual force in ve 

.Aa .uickl as circWDS ces 11 ~t, the directioD or our int~r st 

and the e~•i• ot our activities ahow.d be ahitted tr elymoayn ey to the 
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educational, altural and spiri tua.l. Fortunately we have b .. • now almost our full 

1uota or orphanages, hospital.a, homes for t he a ed and other necessary philanthropic 

institutions. Here Jewish generosity and intellia nee have built ell and dequately. 

But our religious, eu..l tural and s iri tual life has b en ~o-uishing . either our 

older people nor our yO\lllger peopl arv ex :ieriencing Judaism as a directive force 

in their lives. Many of our lay-le·ldera ho hs.ve distinguished themselves in 

philanthropic activities seldom, if ever, take a vital part ill e propa.2,ation ot 

our f 1th, or in the purposes an activities or our Je ish educutional institutions. 

Llany of these lay-le~ers seld.oa it ever enter a synagog. TheJ· are of it, bu not 

in it. No Jewish cODllluni t can lon survive on hil ant OflY alone, or on f i..,hting 

anti-Semitism. I~s s iritual and cultural Ufe must be nurtured. Our r t ners tau0 ht 

us the strate of surviwl. In ever.; 5 r ve crisis t he turned not t " t h ir tesmen, 

generals or philanthropists, t t o their scboolmen and t o t heir teachers. h•ever 

one center ot Je -iah life as d stroyed it as t en of t e JIiii spirit ·nd of the 

book who carried the seeds o~ national survi,ral t 1e ttew center. 

The last few decades h ve of necessity channeled most or our ener ies and 

interesta'o t e immediately ~gent tasks of relief ~nd rescue. e mus t soon 

begin to redirect our energies into the~ive am constructive channel of Ja cish 

community lite. 

I believe tluit we shall live up to the challen e of these three reat t ks 

which confront us. I have an a ·id faith in e capacity ot our eople to rise 

to 1 ta gre t ener enciea, _... in its genius to discoYer t he aeans, the methods rd 

the en ad• u te to meet emer encie~in its inexhaustible inventiveness nd 

adapttbillty and ita un uenchabl• ill to live. 

Dr. Ia.mar Elbogen concludes his reat book, recently ubli .;;. d, c lled •A 

Century of Jerlah Lite• with these ordaa "Through all the moral and spiritual 

criaea of the last hundred years ~e ve not given up our identity. • h ve saved 

our faith, s ved our morale, • ved our mental faculties. Battered from all sides, 
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e wer capable or i ving to the orld some of th re t t 1 nmi nsries o t • 

p riod. e d 't des irl long s Israel lieves, Ia el will not p riahl 

• trust ill God, and·• go onl• 

en who c n die avely s 1 hetto Je or ar wand who can build 11 

gnificently as t pioneer Je • of Eretz Y sr 1 belon a de thless r ce. 

e a or that race, an:! s ething of their passion and po er r 1th and tenacity 

is th us and e shall shar their ortallty. 
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THE AI1,iERICAN. .JEWISH C01,1MUNITY IN JAR TI 1 E 1~ ~D FTER 

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver 
Cleveland, Ohio 

The American Jewish community faced the roblems v:hich the war forced upon 
I 

it in a creditable ma.nner . 11;e have no reason to condemn or disparage ourselves . 

,e have not, of course, responded as fully as ,e mi ;ht have or as vie should ha.ve to 

the challenge of the great, testing times. But what people or rhat group has? In 

a sense the hour called and calls for a 4uality of selflessness and a measure of 

wisdom, vision and competence far beyond the capacity of our generation -- oerhaps 

of any generation. 

But we did not wholly or even largely fail in the 5rave emergencies which 

suddenly confronted us. ie may not have been as deJ\.-terous as 1r e mi . ..,ht have been in 

the handling of all t he new situations, but we did not burke t he great moment , nor 

shirk our responsibilities nor lack in devotion and generosity. 1,hat was true of 

our ancestors in former times under similar condttions of menace and disaster proved 

true also of their descendants in our day. A great hour did not find us a small 

people . 

I need not dwell here upon the ma. er in which the J ev1s of .hmerica faced up 

to the aramount dem nds of the wa~ . They met their obligations of citizenship in 

an eager and ardent s irit of patriotism. They sent their sons, in the hundreds 

of thousands, into all the armed services of our country. These young J eo•x are 

fighting on every battlefront and are giving an excellent account of t hemselves. .v1uny 

have been killed. , any more have been wounded . Hany have been signally honored for 

extraordinary bravery in action. All are prepared to defend with their lives this 

gracious land and its noble heritage of freedom, e 1uality and the inalienable rights 

of man. They ha.ve sent their daughters into the auxiliary armed services. 

not neglected the care and spiritu~l ministrations of our fighting men . Our religious 

bod es and our Vlel fcire Board have performed the t sks with intelli.gence, devotion and 

0 



Our civilians at home a.re en rossed in the numerous civili n \1ar activi ies, 

bond drives , blood donors , ed Cro1s ork, nurses aides, relief c~mp· ins . Jews 

o·i hrn to fi~ht for the in~s they love - &nd the love 1ericQ . The kno, 

too , the avo .. ed intent of the ene y a E'.!ainst horn they fi ht . If victorious he mens 

t o destroy them . In order to survive - they must destroy him . Every am ric Jei 

understands this - - and this knovledge lends drive and resolu eness to his ur e forts . 

But other demands , like ise r ve and im erious , were made upon us . A disaster 

for ~hich even our long , tormented histo r can offer no pur llel , set over our 

eople in Europe , and left them ' roken, deci.uted and doomed . undr r and terrible . 
evils can come upon a orld in the grip of ar ~nd revolution . Our eo 1 ex erienced 

them all . The cuo of t.e ole orld ' s sta c.>eri g as t rust into their h nds • nd they 

ere made to drink of it and drain it to its very last )oisonous dregs . Our myrie.ds 

who ere scattered and cro ded the bro en high, ys o exile, or lan uished in 

un.elcoming _orts of temporar r ref ge or ·faced d tr in t he con.u red 1 nds turn d 

to us for helc) Though e could n t help them ful y we d.d not fail them utterly . 

,ou' that ·e had done ore and tn t more .uickly i ~ e were not un ·11ing b t inept . 

' e ermi t ed >recious n onths nd .7enrs t slip by • bile t e r azi sc he s .. 'Ung ider 
of conquered Europe 

n ever ider s1, aths am mo 1ed doVi tl-e Je ish co uni ies/one c:.fter nother in a 

bloody h rvest of death . Governments, friendly overnments , beguiled and misled 

us with vague promises nd ineffec ual ... rescue encies and conferences . e 

did not m h to focus t e attention of hat remai e of the free ·nd decent 

orld , so absorbed in its on roblems, u on the u allin tr ged of our people 

nor ho to induce action . d so uny erished mo mi ht have beens ved . 

evertheless ~e did organize in all our communities for r elief 1nd resc e . 

e expanded ·nd im lemented tne existing a encies ·nd cre·ted nev ones to carry our 

help to those . who 1ere so des erately i ting for it . Ye r b r year , increasin ly 

1 rger funds ·tere raised d increasi gly more of our .. eople came to ~h re in the 

giving . e took care of refugees no c·me too r shores . e sent help to our 
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exiles in o.11 pc..rts of the ·,orld . e ai ed in the upbui ldin of ales tine . All 

these add.tionc.l obli
0

u.tions ·ere readily assumed v, ithout neglecting our ~o estic 

institutions of philanthropy, education culture and religion . This is not n 

Undoubtedlr much more shoulc... ve been done b~ us - th l·r est 

and richest Je·.1ish community in the . orld . uch mo e, ~m sure , will yet be done . 

fh~t has been done , however , is reassuring augury of areater thin~s to come, n 

evidence of &.n inner soundness and ~holesomeness . There is much to build on in 

our 1~meri an Je ish community and much to build .rith . ~ith good architects and 

skillful and diligent builders, a truly no >le edifice of J e' .. ish communal li e can 

be erected in this good land . 

The ar h s made the J e 'IS of .mnerica more alert than they have ever been 

before, , nd more self- a c:1.re . A gener ... tion ago the inci ence of Je~·.ish mrene-,s of 

the verage merican Je • as sli,ht and cas 1 . To y it is consi ~erable and fairly 

constant . mong certain sections of our )eople ·nvoluntar 'U reneuS is 

attended by v&.ryin5 degrees of irritt..tion . Some still c:i.rbor t~e hopi:> th t the end 

of o.r and t e efeat of the azis ill rem iV"e · 11 the ple· sant evidences of 

prejudice and discrimin tion ·hich forces this Je ish 1areness upon t.em . This 

I am afraid , is a vain hope - ·nd in their e·rt of hearts , I sus ect the 

kno it . 

eric·n Jews re ~t st finding the selves under the necessity of doing 

that ·hich Jews in the old. orld have alw·ys ad to do : -- consciousl to orient 

t emselves as Je··s in a non-Jewish environnent and realistically to face all the 

implic tions of their st·tus as a minority roup . The Nazis succeeded in their 

attempt tom e the ·hol estern old Je· - consci us, butt ey also succeeded , and 

ithout uny intention on their part, to ma~ 11 Jes more Je -consci us . hi le 

some Je.1s are r ather unnerved by this new ex Jerience • n &re unable to make an 

intelli ent adj st~ent to it, t em jority of our eople are bein helped by 

this eener a areness of t heir true )OSition to fuller, ·r· ker and more di nified 

lie as erican J ev·s . 
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Thesc merican Jews ~re f ~cin t ' e future ithout any illusions but 

certainly not ithout hope. The ew orld, for a time, made ossible a le· sant 

sense of almost complete identification. Th tis no longer t he case nd in 11 

prob·bilit will never be ~ ~in. The 1d orld brand of anti-~emitism is here to 

stay - not forever, of course, but for a eriod 1011 ., enougn J.. Or ... 11 r actical 

consi er~tlons. This is realism, not defeatism. This is t he l andscape. After the 

olitic 1 anti-ciemitism of the l a zi variety, tnat is, t he kind hich i ~ s~nctioned 

and or anized b. governments and employed s a 

been defeated as a result oft e defeat of t ne 

eupon o economic reaction, ,ill have 

tc..Zis in t ni s r, t he hi. h fever-

temper ture of anti-Semitism will undoubted! drop here and elsewh 0 re rovided of course 

no disastrous econoriic debacle and vast unem loyment follo- r t he 1-trmistice. But much 

of .·h· t ,; e may no call the "good" and tern erate anti-Semitism, in constrast to the 

killiru; a annihilationist kind, thut hie in h .. ier ti es ·,e used to c· 11 prejudice, 

will rem in as a constant factor in our experience. The Civil I r e 1ed sl~ver in 

the United 0t'tes. It did not solve t he r ace robl em. 1 co try ma be de~ocr·tic 

and yet its eople may be bitterl anti emitic. •itness ol nd lefore t1e ar and 

'eimar ermany. oliti 1 equality is not yet brotherhood. It is doubtful ~hether 

tne popular sentiment of ost of the countrie of Euro e ever .eart·ly approved of 

Je ish e ancipt..tion. It seems to ve comer t er as t ne b -product of ne politic, 1 

t eories · nd principles of ~•u~u ri cs w ·en had to be consi tently a p· lied even to 

the Jes. 

erican is not likely to go Fascist, but F ~cistically-min ed 1. ericans, ho 

ill 1 ays be anti-Semites, ill ersist in large numbers til s . .;ch time as our 

age finds its ne economic and political e uilibriw,1 after t he rolon,:ed up eavals 

which the technological revolution ill have wrou ht. This eriod of re-orientation 

hie is fr•u ht ith so much danger and unha_piness for ·nkind and hich is 

s iritu· lly ~o formle sand ch otic will continue far beyond our oresent ener tion. 

h t I am tryin to ~· y is th· t our lives as mer· c n J e s have no ·1 fallen 

into t e ell known attern of Israel's millennial ex erience in Dias ora. For a 
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time v e rnre able to regar ourselves a.~ diffe ·ent . But America itself has become 

far less different , far less removed , and far less isol&ted from the Old : orld . It 

is no longer distant land on the rim of a vast ocean . It is nm the cent.er of the 

orld . PoliticL--lly, economic--lly and culturally it is no· enmeshed in a co1nmon destiny 

~ith the rest of the world . And AII1erican Jews also h ve come to sh re, ho,ever reluct ntly 

the common and inescapable destiny oft eir fella Jes in the rest of the world . n 

unfailing rule int t millennial ex erience of our people has been tat in normal 

times of political and economic stability , of eace and ros erit,. ''e ""'"re not re tly 

anno ed . ·hen conditions becooe disturbed and settled, for hatcver re son . e 

ares denly and severely menaced . 

11 the litera re on anti-Semitism of recent years, -- and it h s been 

considerable , &nd some of it ve.1 ,. erudite and scienti ic - h s y · lded nothing more 

illunin· ting than this . Anti-Semitism bus been tr· c ed do m b ,. scho rs to its l· st 

specul~tive retreat . iany a rofound e. lanation fit has been iven, but 

unfortunately an explanation is not yet a solution. 

Follo in the r e shull be ept busy for at· e undoin the mischief nhich 

the virulent l-1 zi..:ins pired JropQ.g nd of recent years will h, ve accom lished in t • s 

country, busy disinfecting the h ctn mind . This will prove job of no men roportions . 

Thereafter 'le s . 11 proceed to ma .. e t e necessar./ adjustr. ents to the more "norm· l" forms 

of prejudice i thout s endin too much t· ea to ht upon the subject, - a re-

occupation neither s· tisfyin nor edifying, - and es ·U turn our attention 
. 

to the more co structive areas of Je ish life . e ·ve been admonished by our seers 

not to observe the ind too closely lest ve f il to so· , nor re ard t e clouds i th 

too much concern lest e f· il to re~p . 

e ill stop tryin to find a solution for anti- Semitism and e ill reconcile 

ourselves to a condition . e ·ill of course join forces vith all those elements in 

our popul·tion ich work forte reservation of th basic tr diti9ns of ric n 

democrac • ·,e sh 11 be ortion of all t • t is around us d ills a e as fully as we 
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shall be permitted in the common life . ~, e will condinue to resist t . e forces of 

darkness and disruption in our country . We ~ ·11 not surrender the hope of a f uture 

which will achieve in practise what has been r>rojected in theory, but like the 

I~lessiah idea among our people , we shall think of it with hope but also with a saving 

measure of s cepticism. ,e shall act as eople who have finally matured and who do 

not attempt to escape into delusions or self-delusions . 

As mature and responsible people we shall continue our efforts to organize 

our community life more efficiently. he are not unorganized now . In fact ·,e are 

over- organized . This is not unnatura l . Our community is l a r ge . Its origins are 

diverse and manifold, its interests are varied . As a people f rom the days of Moses 

on, :e h ... ve never been especially distinguished for docility or tractibility . ".:e 

always h1:~d more candidates for leadership than for discipleship . But we shall 

continue to work out plans and methods for better or anization and proper collective 

action, and we shall continue to learn the re¼uire 

life . 

i:sciplines of Jewis h community 

This does not mean th1:.1.t , e shall strive to achieve so-c;;...lle 11 unity 11 in 

meric,n Isr ael . This slogan of "Jewish unity" has been one of the most misleading 

and disruptive ones in Americ,~n Jewish l ife . Every orgc..nization seeking to maintain 

a special-privilege position in AmcricG.n J e .:ish li e, eve venal ch~mpion of a 

minority point of view, unwilling to submit t t he judgment of the majority, everyone 

who out of assimilationist tendencies attem ts to hold do American Jewish life to 

a minimal rogram , has sheltered himself behind this slogan . No people of five 

million souls anywhere in t he \rorld is "unified" on t e basic is sues which affect 

its life . Only dictatorship can achieve such a SJecious unity of action, never 

of thought, -- and certainly not for any lon ~ time . It is not unity which is essential, 

but organization , democratic organization in which all oints of view can find t.~eir 

legitimate expression and by means of which the majority can receive its proper 

authority to speak and act for the entire community . inorities in Je\, ish life 
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have the right to be heard, to or0 ·nize ·nd to advocate t eir points of vie~. They 

have no right to spe:k sift ey represented the majority of American Jes or to 

sabotao-e and disrupt efforts c...t or c1.nization in the hope of c:ee in0 the ri jority from 

exerc.ising its rightful authority and of preservin for themselv.s a speci 11 st tus 

and vested privileges. 

The organization of Je ish corrcrtun ty councils, \mien be · ·n in our country some 

ye·rs ago , re resehted a clear insight and a sounJ approach to an ade uate or anization 

of American J eti'ish life . I do not kno • ho f· r t ese councils have oro 7 ressed in 

recent years, either in number or in the extension of their areas of operation in 

their res~ective coJnunities. The further organization of these communitJ councils, 

locally and nationally, is clearly the direction in which Americ'.n Je r y should 

move, if it really interns to or 0 anize itself on a satisfactory, ?erm nent and 

democratic basis, and if it wishes to free itself some d of t he num rous competing 

organizations which today clutter up the scene, all o rhom ~res e to speaK for 

Americ ..... n Je •. y and none of ;horn h s ever received a roperly v· lidated mandate from it. 

Anoth0 r attempt at proper com:nunal oraaniz· tion on a n1 t ional scale · as made 

l ast September. As an emer ency me-sure, a national conferenc e was convoked, of 

represent~tives of national or6ani zations and of democr tic lly elec ed community 

representatives to speaK for Ameri~an Jewry in this critic· 1 eriod of the ~ar nd 

on all matters ·ffecting Je· ish life in post-war settlements . It ,as an rrn st 

and commendable effort, nd meric :11 Jewr 7 responded to it in u remurka.ble de:,ree . 

The conference demonstra ted t at gre~t sections of meri~an Je r y had m tured 

sufficiently to elcome a • cept t e disc·plines of or nized co nunity life . 

But it also deuonstruted that there are groups d organiz tions, which ·re not yet 

re dy for a truly democratic or anization of ~meric·n Je ·is life. These groups 

or t heirs okesmen must either have it t heir own ay or like peevish children they 

will not play. Their a.pro ch is one either od domination or seceision. \any specious 

arguments , ere used by the vestigial oligarchs who formerly held s a 1,ut ·horn 

the people's • reat assembl re£ s to follo and ho fe red the d:smemberment of their 
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little empires, to justify t 1eir univers ly condemned sece sion nd to disciedit the 

conference. It was a melancholy spectacle . Es ecially was criticism levelled at he 

election machinery thic. had been set up to select the deleg tes. The fact of the 

natter of course is thtt regardless of h~t electoral mac1iner ~o d have been set 

up, rovi edit was pur~osely devosed t o thro, the election to a ·nority, t he elec ions 

ould have resulted in approxim te .. the same kind of a reoresent tion. It ·as 

also argued b.t in matters of principle one cannot com romise nd t eref re one must 

"ithdraw . But a group or a pb.rty does not com. romise its princi:.)les if it rer. ains 

in n over-all democratically constituted bod nd. declares its o~_ osition to the 

dee ·.sions of the majority and rema • s free to ad voe te its orinciples . ' his is of 

the very essence of t1e democratic procedure. 

The .. merican Jewish Confer nee, after e· rnest d thoug tful deliber·tion , 

expressed itself it rem~rk ble 'Rree ent , in most inst nces ith unanim·ty on the 

more controversial subjects by a vote so rge t t th true mind of the ov r· e ing 

m j ori ty could not be left in oubt, on t .. e basic i u s •1hich confronted meric, 

and .rnrld J e r y on rescue , erk, ost- r re abili t ation and e u build'n~ of the 

Jewish '· tional aome . It indicated ;hat our object ·ves .ere , an in a eneral ay 

1h· t should be done to achieve them. In so doing t 1e confe.cence .. ully served its 

urpose. Thoe .ho h d expected the oon rence to beco et e da by day functioning 

agency to carr out in pr~ctise ·ll t he rork of rescue r nd reh bilit·tion and the full 

implement tion of tne Palestin ro rm filed to re ' lize tn t e conf rence osses~ed 

neither the machinery nor t e fin ces nor tl rsonnel ··or a11t such a ch rge nor 

did the const·tuent or0 aniz tions, 'sh it to un ert ke or to sup1lant their function~. 

The conference w s to • ve been and sho nave rem·ined a consultative un eliber·tive 

not a functiona 'nd executive body . It ias intended s a re~t soundin bo·r 

a clearing house of .wn ric n Je ish thought on vit 1 J~ •ish robl ms, •here eriodically 

th e could be di cu sed • nd cl rified, ere our m jor ctivites could be ap raised, 
the 

-,here ne·1. rograms could be roj cted, 1here attit es of overnnents to Qrds our 
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problems could be revie ed , and here t e coll ctive will of .1--.mericun Je IT, could find 

authorit·tive expression - not on the basis of ~ny monolithic unity but on the only 

possi' le rid Par lit· tar bb sis of m j ori ty opinion . This, you ·:ill recu.l}. ~ s 

the oribin~l purpose of the confere~ce s defied at the reliminar, meetin~ ,hich 

was held in Pittsburgh in December, 1942 . The conf rence \as "to consider d recommend 

c..C ion on rlbleu:s relc:.ting to the ri hts and st tus of Je s in the ost- !c;..r •;orld" 

and "to consider and recor,.mend action on ull matters looking tow.:...rds the im lernente tion 

of rights of the Jet,.ish people -:ith res ect to Palestine . " It was onl ater on 

""a result oft. e terrible urge cy ·hich m·de itself rna.nifest to rescue Europe&.n 

Jerr ~ fron1 extermi ttion th· t tho.t problem of rescue , s adned to th ... rogr- of 

nd 

the conference und the conference.., s charged ith executive b.n ·dministr'tive duties 

for \hich it. snot prep red or e~uipped . The conference served .ell its ori inal 

purpose . It s1 ould meet soon a &in to surve in the Jev1ish posi ion, to revj ew 

-· at transpired during this fateful year, and gi e ·rection for future action 

wherever needed . T er . are little foxes busil r at r o tryil1g o spoil 

'hich merican I~ruel has pl~nted . These li tle foxes should h vet eir lit le 'Mill...re~ 

scorched . 

I believe th· t there are three principal t~s s hich f• ce l meric· n Je ·,r 

ay . As the ar • ro· ches i s clirr. x , • nd t e nros ects o..... >e .. ce beco e rirh , 

nen ·nd r'tions re urning t eir utter-tions more ·nd. ore to pl 3 for t he o t-

1 r '\,'orld . •ver· res onsible overnme s for some time no b en dru 1ing up blue-

prints for ost-v ar economic, oli tic· 1 and soci 1 rec01 ruction . It is also the 

r rt of lisdom or us, s J ev s, to plan our ost- · ,. r t ...... sks even though • t, the rnon nt 

vie • re still dee pl en rossed in t e necess r v, orK o re c e • nd relief . 

'veryone re· lizes tn- t urope·- Je·r ·ill emerge frm the '!r...r ••-••.r 
physic lly rav· ged ·nd ~eriously deleted both in numbers and resources . in· ci 1 

·nd m· teri'l id vill be re uired for consider ble time ft r the mr to he 1 the 
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-v ounds ich the ar i licted, just as • fter t e 1 st , r a-11· on • ,uch larger 
• 

scale . Je~s in the vr.r- stricken countries · 11 ru:ve speciul n · peculi r roble s 

of their o·:m hich ~ill have to be net by su le entary ' id i en to t hem b t heir 

fello Je, s in other • rts of t e .orl . Thi -y•ill e our first t· s.L To s· lv.. e, 

to rebuild. ·•·hatever can be rebuilt , to reunite roken fit.IIlilies , to re-cstc..blish 

sh·tt,.,red co 

ThP-re 

J human m • ser· 

nities . 
also 

ill/be large uprooted Je ish ooul~tion , a flout · pult tion of 

1 o seekin ne homes in a orld ihich ill be inhospit· ble to i i 0 ra 0 • 

The or ls inhos9it~ble to Jewish imm.igr tion ore this r . Our r ef ees ocked 

t c hundred doors • nd only a fe rnre opened, and tl ose fe.. d i tted onl u pitifully 

sm 11 number . Our o· countr f ~iled to u~e even its unfilled i uni r· tion quot s 

to shelter our ref ees, ~nd :e are conte t to appe·l tod ~ for" r'"'e ports" to e 

est bli ned on our shores for the temJor·ry ref e and sojournin of re ugees ho 

, •ill have to move on l..fter the , r. r - ·,: ere to? T e s no reason to ~s sume that 

the orld ill be more nospitrble af r e r, . en most coun ries \ ill be ced 

i th serious econo11ic roble s f eir om, ,roblems of conversion fro • r-time to 

peace-ti11e economy, demobiliz ion debts • unemploy nt . 

It is very dout.tful hether t e ori in 1 ho elands fro ' ich these ref ~ees 

csme ill isn to elcome them back . Pro abl r no offici 1 obst cles d.11 r.e put in 

the ay. The olitic 1 clim·te after the 

rac ise it ·ill be ext emel difficult for 

former homes or ositions . Their positions 

• 1 not oermit it . Bu i • ct ~1 

ese refu ees to ret rn to t1 ir 

d jobs ·nd their commerc' 1 and 

industrial est blishm nts :ill h ve been occupied not by the inv·ders , but~ the 

native ooul· tion . The ~ill n ve li tle to gob c to but aesecr·ted cemet eri • 

The recent confidentib.l report 11. de , overn ent envo fro he of ici 1 

Pol "sh Under round o the Polish Gover ent in Exile is stru. hich shows in hat 

direction t' e inds are blo ing . He rn t • re tri tion of Jes oul e re rned 
ith hostility b the olish opul·tion . "The opulation ·ould consi,er t ems 



re-immigration of the Jews not as a return to the·r }Jrevious os·tions, ut ·s an 

invasion~ ainst hich it ·ould defend itself even in physicl-1 m nner . " "The 

non-Je ish population hast en over the ositions of the Je ·sin the tons Lnd 

cities , and in 1 r ge part of Poland it is evidently a cha.nge ,;hie ars ch·rt..cter 

of finality ." Thus the re .. ort continues . "The govern 1ent does v,ell in reassurin the 

ublic opinion of the . orld that there ·:ill be no anti-Semitism i Poland, but 

·nti-::>emitism ill not exist in ol'nd only if the Jes ho escaped fro the o roms 

do not endeavor to return en masse to Polish cities and tm· s ." This re ... ort rr:aintL, ins 

th""t "t .. e count . sees only one a.i out of this difficult si tm tion, n mely hat 

the Lolish ~ov r et should in duet · e , possibly immedi tely, take the initia ive 

in the creation of 

in Eastern Europe . 

nt..tional home for the Je· s ." He sug ests • n tion 1 home some·here 

ales ti e is not f' vored because "it is too crm d d, too exotic 

;: nd evokes conf ..... icts with the r .. rab orld ." 

That there is great ele ent of truth int ·s re ort touchin0 he sentin nts 

of the olish o ul·tion to Je ish re .. atri~tion no ell-info ed erson c~n dou t . 

Unfort tely these enti ents ·re orob·bl not limited to oles onlL· . It is ro bly 

true of most of the Aopul·tion of most oft e occupied countries fr01 hie Je ·sh ve 

fled . Slovaks, Croats, Mag ars , Ro ins, not to s eak of ermans 'nd ustri•ns. 

The rem inin Je~s of Europe ill fir d t emselv sin he midst o re~t te sions and 

bitter economic com etitions . These tensions existed nd re: i intensit int e 

years follo i the 1 st r. They ill not e relieved b.,1 the for ·l r nt of citizen-

shi or even of minorit r ights . It ·ill be no different t e clm,e of this r . .. 

One doesnot knm ho • r • ny J e -:s ill re~ain in Centr·l a stern Europe • ter 

th war , nor ho , ny of t em ill h veto e trasnpl ted el here , nor et ho 

m' ny ,•no had fled ill re .. uire re tri"'tion to other l·nds . But it can readily be 

assum that tee i 1 1 r ge numbers ··ho will seek ne i homes • d t at 11e homes 

,ill not be vailable for lar e numbers . 
a 

alestine alone offers7soun ·n r J listic ros ct form ss-sc le Je ish 

i i ration, rovided the o iti 1 rriers :hie the nd·tor ' o er has ill gally, 



erec ed ar e removed . In Palestine tne J e ·;ish eo le enjoys an interm tio tA.lly 

recognized and uni .. ue st tus -- that of a people in its own n· tional home . The 

nti.tions of the orld resolved after t e last • ~r th· t alestine s. 1 becom place 

for lar ge- scale Je .ish irtini ,rr..tion, and instructed the .. 'n • tory Gove 1ent o ~ cilitate 

such immii!ration into the co Jtry . Tne country is re[died to receive ad ition~l . ss 

immi ration and the Yishuv is eager to ·elcome it . It is the clear tesk of Jevish 

st tesmanship at this tir.ie to insist tn,t the illeg~l obs &cles hich have been uut .. 
in the ,ay of this immigr· tion be completel- removed , t • t the· • ork of upbuilding 

the countr be not interru ted , that the rights of the J e :s to acl1uire land for 

colonization be not restricted and at t e Je ·iish gency •l -•t1-•a recognized in the 

andate , be iven po er to plan , direct and control the new inmi rl..tion i tote 

country . It h~s no· r~tured to a point ;here it c n undertake this responsibility 

and it is t e only agenc;· hich is illin o ass e uch a res >0nsi ili ty . It is 

the task of Jer·ish st· tesrnans • p t this tine to i ist at the full ri hts of 

t e J ~ish eople s all be imolemented . h·t ··s intended b, then tions o th .orld 

ho Teed to the P es tine .anoci. i,e, h • t • s int ended by the s tes en o re· t 

Britttin nd the United tates 'o ,.. thered the idea before ,he thit ling process 

began at tle hands of the ritish Coloni 1 Office ~nd the Palestine dmini· r ion 

as cle rlv the ere· tion of u Je·ish CoiltIIlon·e 1th . It ,as the just d •ise solution 

then . It is t. e just sol tion no . The Je ··sh a ion o e is no·t re· d o assume 

the status ,hich .• s origi 'll cor1tem ll-ted in the eel r· tion • nd t e u• n £:te . This 

not t e t· 1.e nor the occl-sion to give a ex osition of ionis . But every r s onsible 

Je ·:ish leader • nd co, un· 1 orker o· es it to hi. s lf , nd to h • s ea,. l e t this 

critical junction in our his or to re li7,e fully one f~ct . {e mav set aside for 

the moment the necessity and desirability o rebuilding our n·ti n 1 life in our 

·ncestral home in order to norm~liz our st·tus Qs a eo e ·mong the >eoples of the 

orld . , em. al o set aside for the mom nt the b neficent reaction of a re orn Je ish 



Palestine upon the soiritual and cultur·l life of the Dis or[ , and r ll other 

cogent and valid (;Arguments for LJionism. The • ,edi· te task of rescuin. ret..t numbers 

of our o_le ~nd o~ fi d·n a home fort em i P lest·ne c 1 be cco )lished only 

if our nation 1 claims to Pal stine und the historic 1 connection o the Je~·ish 

people with Palestine , internution lly ckno·1ledged a uarter of a cen ury a ·o, are 

ot rejected no· . For on purely h ani tarian grounds .e h ve no case ag ins the 

hite Paper. If Palestine is just nother countr i ere "e h ve no speci 1 st tus 

an no special r i lts , then it 1 • ell be argued th·t it h s lre d· done more t n 

its share to-·m.rds hel in Jewish refugees far more than countries many ti ues its 

size; ano hr b le ders and Palestinian administrators ·nd offici ls oft e Coloni&l 

Of'fice h ve been .. uick to oint t 1is out . 

To assist in the es blishJ ant of the Je ;ish atioili Home v hich has nm 

entered u_on its .1. in·l h se off fillment is th t1e second gre r t· s conf ro ting 

ric n Je\ • 

T' ere is a third tas ~• Our eo.Ie vill emer e from tis v· r not onl 

pnysic· lly but spiritual shaken nd r v· ged . The s iritu· l es truct ion of Euro J ·n 

Jewr. has been as dis strous s the physical . aany old centers f Je .ish life h ve 
. 

been destroyed . ,any cultur'l • d religious institutions from \hich orld Je\,ry 

dre stre.gth ·nd Ii sustenance , an schools and academies · ve been eot my 

and tneir scholars n students ei tier slain or c· tt red . "T • t • hich h· s 

f:_ llen is more t n that .. lich re , i s s ndin . 11 

In 1917 , three million Je .. s in the .::>oviet nion ·rerc isol' ted from the 

r st of 'or Je,r T, and the spirit· 1 and c ltura l trad itions of ussi~n Je,r~ ceased 

to no into t e channels of orla Je is 1· e . Since 19 t he re t of urope,n 

Je ·rr h·s been crushed . spiritual cris · s of lling 

ro ortions . It is t .erefore not enou h to l·n for t1c phys ic· l re bilit· tion 

of or eopl ·fter he r . . emu t lso lan for our c ur·l atd s.iritual 
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rehabilit· tion -- ho to eep alive the snirit o Isr'4el, . the libht o Jev:ish 

tho crht and the torch of Jef.ish le· rning, ho·• to s· f eguard our heritage ;hich alone 

gives dignity and distinction to our lives nd rieaning to our millennial suf ering, 

ho to vitalize those institutio s ~:hich have preserved t he ethicc.:l and reliP,ious 

i~e lism of Jur aism for ourselves n1 for an nd . 

Our ncestors were content~ 

burden of t heir herita e, becuuse the 

exquisitely precious and noble and vi 

proud to curr the 11 'evel h· ' Yerusn , 11 t he 

ere onvinced th" t it cont ined somett ing 

to t heirs lvction ~nd to the s lv· ~ion of 

t he ;orld . Thus t 1eir frustrations ,ere not anting in co ens tions . Our children 

nd those ho come after t hem will m also nave to carr t e S&me urden . But 

ill t hey lmo : hy, or ;,herefore? 

Our youth is not i ervious to t he ~P e·l of our ·ncient f~ith and its glorious 

tr d tions . From , rm:t c mps nd battle fronts come 'bund .... nt t esti mon"' th· t t eir 

hearts • re e .... ger and t neir minds are o en to receive tl c me sage of ,Jude.is . erh ps 

,e are entering an ~e hen our ens all a ain e l~rience not u f mine or bred, 

nor a thirst of rater, but of neo.rirg the or of t -~e Lord, ond t l eJ snu.11 seek it . 

Only tto gre~t centers of Je~ish life rem~in le'"'tine and J merica . The 

mt•ric n Jewish community is o the 1 r :,est in t he rnrld . The fut ure of Je dsh 

life on a scale and of a quality orthy of our gre~t ast • ill de,end on h t -1e do 

here . e ct..nnot forever live on our • st ard' n uet uoon u on borro in . " e 

must begin to create values of cur on in this countrJr even as our eo le did in 

every great center where t ey lived int e last . For no~he e did the Je.s r gard 

th mselv s as "a iece of stubborn t1nti uit;y ," to use L.iharles Lamb ' s phr se, 

s rangely embedded in n alien a e, but r&ther as vital, ch llengin and mol i 

spiritual force in everJ age . 

As .uic.Kl as circumst.- ces will permit, t t1e direction of our i t erests 

and thee basis of our activities should be shifted from elymos r to the 
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educational , altural and spiri tu 1 . Fortunately , e ave b, nm· al.mo~t our full 

uota of orphanages , hospitals, ho,. es for the aged an.11. other necess r hil nt.nropic 

institutions . Here Jewish generosity ·nd intelli nee have built , el and ·dequately . 

But our religious , cultural and spiritu 1 life has b en l·nguishin . 1 either our 

older ~eople nor our younger eople are ex eriencin Judaism as a a:rective force 

in their lives . .any of our lay-le ders v:ho have distingui~~hed themselves in 

hila thropic activities se dom, if ever, take a vital rt in t he rop g~t:on of 

our faith , or in the urooses and ~ctivities of our Je ~ish educttion·l i stitutions . 

any o these lar- le~ders seldom if ever enter as n; gog . T ey are of it but not 

in it . No Je,ish comm it cun long survive on hi.lanthropy alone, 01 on f. ting 

nti-0 eraitism . Its spirit 1 and cultural life must be nu tured . • ur ft ers ·u ht 

us the strate. of survival . In ever) gruve crisis t e 1 turned not to their states n 

generals or philanthropists, b t t o their sc oo .e n t o their teachers . ,henever 

one center of e\~ ish li e Wb.S destroyed it ,as he en o e !Oris irit ·no o the 

book ,ho carried the seeds of n tio 1 surv v· 1 t o t e ne center . 

Ti1e last few dee des !ll..ve of necess • t c anneled 1 o of our e er i s • nd 
in 

interests/to t~e • lliledi te y ur 0 ent ts s of relief Q rescue . e mus t soon 

egin to redirect our ener ,ies into the ositive rrl cor.str ctive '1&nnel o Je .ish 

community life . 

I believe t1· t ve sh 11 live up tote c llen e of these three r ·t t sks 

hich confront us . I h·ve an· id . fit in tbe c acity of our .eopl e t o rise 

to its gre·t energencies , and in is genius to discover t e me~n~, the rethods · rrl 

the ~ n ade.u~te to meet e ergencies in its inex austible i ve iveness ·nd 

adapW)ilit r nd its un.ue cha le .. 1 to live . 

Dr . Ism r lbo eh conclu es is reat ooK 

Century of Je ish Life" it these :ords : 11 T rou 

ecentl ubl. ~. ed, c· lled " 

11 the moral • nd spiritual 

crises of the 1st hundred yerrs e ·ve not given up our identit• . en ve Sc..V d 

our faith , s ved our mor·le , s ved our mental f·cultie . B·ttered fro 11 sides, 
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·;e 1,:ere c· able of giving to t e .orld so e of the grea.test lur.1i ..... rie s o t e 

o riod . e on 1 t des· ir l .s lon • s srael elieves , Isr el v,ill not o rish l 

,le rust in Goo , and 'e go on l 11 

Men ho c c.1.n die • s brc..vely as t e gnetto Je .s of i,arsa I nd ho can build us 

1. agnificently as the pioneer J e-. -s of Eretz .:isr&el • elo 1 o a deathless rt ce . 

:fo are of th:. t race , and s01..ethi g of t eir passion • nd po-:er a nd f a ith and te cit 

is it us and es 11 s ' re the· i mmortality . 
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Second Session of the Am.erican Jewish Conference 

ACTING under ~he authority_ vested in it by the dele
gates when 1t was established, the Interim Com

mittee of the AMERICAN JEWISH Co FERENCE voted 
on May 12th in New York to convene the second ses
sion of the AMERICAN JEWISH CONFERENCE at the 
Hotel Stevens, Chicago, Ill., on September 2nd, the 
first anniversary of the initial gathering in New York. 
The session will continue through September 3rd and 
4th and may extend over September 5th. 

The Interim Committee meeting was attended by 18 
members and 11 alternates, and its three Co-Chairmen, 
Dr. Israel Goldstein of New York, Henry Monsky 
of Omaha, and Dr. Stephen S. Wise of ew York, who 
presided. 

In voting to reconvene the CONFERENCE, the Interim 
Committee accepted a recommendation by a sub-com
mittee, which was created at the Interim Committee 
meeting of March 21st and which consi'sted of 
Charles P. Kramer, Chairman, and Mrs. Moses P. 
Epstein, Magistrate Morris Rothenberg, Justice Meier 
Steinbrink and David Wertheim. 

An Administrative Committee was created by the 
Interim Committee as its executive organ with power 
to implement its decisions. It is charged with all matters 
pertaining to the organization of the second session. 
The chairman of the Administrati e Committee is 
Louis Lipsky, of New York, who was Chairman of the 
National Board of Elections preceding the fir t session. 

Formal notification of the call to the second session 
has been sent to the delegates by the Administrative 
Committee. New elections will not be hHd inasmuch 
as the CONFERENCE is in recess and the forthcoming 
session is convened by the authority of the delegates 
who attended the first session. 

The 3 79 delegates elected by the communities have 
been requested to notify the CONFERENCE before 
June 30th whether they will be in a position to serve 
at the Chicago meeting so that steps may be taken to 
provide for alternates if necessary. 

The 64 national organizations, which have adhered 
to the CONFERENCE and who are represented by 120 
delegates, have been requested to notify the CONFER-

E CE of any substitutions that may be made in the 
li t of their representatives. 

Preparations for the Session 
The newly-established Administrative Committee, at 

meetings on May 17th and May 25th, began prepara
tion of the program for the econd session. 

Members of the Committee are: Louis Lipsky, Chair
man; Maurice Bisgyer, Samuel Caplan, Mrs. Moses P. 
Epstein, Jane Evans, J. George Fredman, Leon Gell
man, William Gerber, Charles P. Kramer, Samuel . 
Rothstein, Herman Shulman, Meyer W. Weisgal and 
David Wertheim. The three co-chairmen of the In
terim Committee are ex-officio member of the Com
mittee. Additional members may be coopted. 

The Committee directed the three Commissions of 
the co FERE CE, "1hich were created by the Interim 
Committee to implement the three major resolutions 
adopted at the last session, to begin preparation of re
ports to the delegates and recommendations for future 
action. 

The Commissions are directed to review events of 
the past year as they affect implementation of the 
co FERE CE resolutions and to prepare, for submis
sion to the delegates, specific proposals to assist in the 
realization of the co FERENCE objectives in the three 
fields of the co FERENCE agenda: the rescue of Euro
pean Jewry; the rights and status of Jews in the post
war world; and the rights of the Jewish people with 
respect to Palestine. 

The "unfinished business" of the last session in
cludes the election of "a delegation to carry out the 
program of the AMERICAN JEWISH CONFERENCE in 
cooperation with the duly accredited representatives of 
Jews throughout the world." 

A concensus of the Administrative Committee as 
' indicated by expressions from its membership, is that 

the problems of the rights and status of the Jews in 
post-war Europe should occupy the major attention of 
the delegates. 
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It is also believed inevitable that the agenda will 

include a consideration of the future functions of the 

CONFERE CE, its relationships with constituent bodies, 

a definition of the concept of "implementation" and 

the terms of reference of any interim body that may be 

established by the delegates. 
The Administrative Committee intends to call meet

ings of delegates and electors in the larger cities of the 

country. 
A credentials committee to certify the credentials of 

delegates and alternates was designated. It consists of 

Mr. Kramer, Chairman, Miss Evans, and Mr. Wer

theim. The committee to supervise the arrangements 

for the session will be headed by Mr. Weisgal. 

Rules Governing Vacancies 

The Interim Committee, in anticipation of vacancies 

in the roster of delegates, voted that "the amended rules 

which governed the filling of vacancies of delegates for 

the first session shall govern the filling of vacancies for 

the second session." 
The amended rules ref erred to read as follows: 

• 
"30-B. In the case of a vacancy occurring for any 

reason in any election district or region, a delegate 
elected to the AMERICAN JEWISH CONFERENCE must 

choose his successor from among the non-elected can

didates on the ballot nominated by the same groups 

or organizations, or if there are none, then a pe:son to 
be proposed by the organizations or groups which had 

nominated said delegate. 
"30-C. If the vacancy be due to death of the elected 

delegate, or in case the delegate vacating his seat shall 

fail to act and name a successor within the rules not 

later than 5 days before the AMERICAN JEWISH CoN

FERE CE, the vacancy shall be filled by the local elec

tion committee by a majority vote of its members, 

with due regard for the intent and purpose of amended 

Paragraph 30 (in 30-A)."• 
To thi , the Interim Committee added: 

"In the event that delegates cannot or will not act, 

then the local election committee shall be empowered 

to fill the vacancy in the same manner." 

• The language of 30-A, amended by 30-C, reads as 

follows: 
"30-A. S CES OR I EVE T OF DEATH: If the 

vacancy be due to the death of the elected delegate, the 

district or regional election committee shall have the 

right to designate a successor, selected, however, from 

th group und r whose designation the original dele-

gat as a candidate." 

B'nai B'rith and the Conference 

THE SUPREME LODGE of the B'nai B'rith met in ew 

York on May 6th, and adopted a resolution to con

tinue "full participation in the AMERICAN JEWISH 

Co FERE CE and its Interim Committee," affirming 

the position taken by the Executive Committee in Janu

ary in Washington. 
The text of the resolution adopted follows: 

"Be it r solved that the B'nai B'rith shall continue 

its full participation in the AMERICAN JEWISH CON
FERENCE and its Interim Committee, and be it further 

resolved that we fervently express the hope that, 

through the instrumentality of the AMERICAN JEWISH 

Co FERE CE, complete unity of action may be at-

tained." 
o action was taken by the Convention or its Reso-

lutions Committee on a number of resolutions dealing 

with a Jewish Commonwealth in Palestine. All of the 

resolutions on this subject were withdrawn from the 

Resolutions Committee by their sponsors, in view of the 

following statement made by Henry Monsky, Presi

dent of B' nai B' rith and Co-Chairman of the Interim 

Committee of the AMERI A JEWISH Co FERE CE, 

before the Resolutions Committee and approved by the 

Convention: 
"There are pending before this Committee on Reso-

lutions everal resolutions urging this convention to go 

on record ith re pect to the establi hment of a Jewish 

Commonwealth. In my message to the convention ( on 

the subject of B'nai B'rith participation), I stated in 

part: 
" 'B'nai B'rith has a membership of diverse ideologies. 

We must not attempt, by the rule of the majority, to 

regiment the thinking or encroach upon the freedom 

of action of the minority however small. ... The adop

tion or def eat of these resolutions would be contrary 

to this principle. I ask that, because in the membership 

of B' nai B' rith there are di er gent opinions on ideo

logical and political i ues and because B'nai B'rith as 

an organization, in accordance with it traditional pol

icy, recognizes the right of each member to determine 

his own attitude on any such is ues, B'nai B'rith as an 

organization takes no po ition either for or against the 

abo e mentioned resolutions'." 

In his presidential mes age Mr. Monsky had also 

said: "B' nai B' rith would cea e to be worthy of its tradi

tion if, under the guise of neutrality, it failed to adhere 

to and participate fully in a program of action calcu

lated to meet the challenging problems and the stark 

realities of the gravest tragedy in the hbtory of the 

Jewish people. The program of the o FERENCE, all 

claims to the contrary notwithstanding, is that of the 
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American Jewish community. The B'nai B'rith is a part 
of that community. The B'nai B'rith is an agency in 
and the servant of that community. It strives to min
ister to the needs of that community. It endea or to 
give to that community leader hip in dealing with Jew
ish problems. One of the prerequisites for leader hip 
is that it shall have a sympathetic un<lcrstanding of, and 
it shall be psychologically attuned and adjusted to the 
attitudes, the thinking, and the yearning of the people 
whom it presumes to serve. 

"Leadership must be responsive to the r alities of the 
times. Ideological disputations will not me t our dis
tressing problems. Such discussions may gi e us in
tellectual solace, but they afford little comfort and no 
help to the devastated victims of the azi cata trophe. 
Never in the history of the Jewish people has there been 
such imperative need for a haven of refuge for tens of 
thousands of homeless, stricken wanderer . ever be
fore has there been such indi pcnsable need for a 
p ychological atmosphere, some place in the ni erse, 
which would be conducive to re cttlcmcnt and rehabili
tation of hundreds of thousand of our co-religioni ts 
who have been so brutally de astated. Y ct, v e are con
fronted with the distressing spectacle of public debate 
and controversy between Jews before a Congrc sional 
Committee when it meets to con ider a Pal tine re o
lution. Consideration of that re olution, as you know, 
has been temporarily postponed 'for military rea on ' 
which we all recognize to be of paramount and con
trolling importance. We may take comfort, ho\: e er, 
from the statement authorized by the Pre idcnt of the 
United States, that the American government has never 
given its approval to the hite Paper of 1939, and 
that when 'future decisions are reached full ju tice will 
be done to those who seek a Jcwi h National Home; 
for which our Government and the American pco le 
have always had the deepest sympathy, and today more 
than e er in view of the tragic plight of hundreds of 
thou ands of homeless Jewish refugees.' 

Resolution in Congre 

"It is not strange that the Palestine Re olutions be
fore Congr ss should be opposed by the Arabs. Their 
opposition, it must be noted, wa not limited to that 
part of the resolution which dealt with the Jewish 
Commonwealth. That oppo ition was an all-out attack 
against any move to abrogate the British White Paper. 
They opposed any further immigration to Pale tine. 
Their attack was upon the whole concept of a ational 
Jc ish Home. It is not beyond our ~nderstanding that 
certain 'oil' interests should deem 1t necessary to ap
pease the Arabs by collaboration, to the end of def eat
ing these re olutions. What is not so readily under-

tandable is that Jew hould be more intere ted in a 
proper definition of Judaism than in the future status 
of the Jew in Pale tine; that th y should be o con
cerned in the e critical time in the cttlcmcnt by a 
Congre i nal Committee of the quc tion f Jcwi h 
nationhood, is-a-vi the Jew a a religious group. The 
tragedy of our pe plc cannot be mitigated by a leader
ship which think fir t and primarily in term of its 
own elf-interest. 'v,{f e cannot er c well in thi cri is 
if we think in t rms of appea cment, whether it be ap
pca cment of the Arab or appca cment of the anti-
cmitcs. Leader hip mu t c n idcr itself an integral 

p, rt of, and be , holly i<lcntific<l v ith, the Jewi h peo
ple, fully con cious that every pr blcm which affects 
the lea t of u , the mo t humbl , the mo t mode t, 
affect the mo t promin nt and the mo t influential 
among our people. Our enemi make no di tinction 
between Jews. The Jcwi h lave-lab r battalion of the 

azi are made up, I am ure, of Zi ni ts and non
Zi ni t , of banker , d ctor , la, yer , bu ine men, 
laborers, a similationi t , and n n-a imilationist , de
v utly rcligiou Jew and tho ·c of our people who are 
indifferent t their religion- the implc basic, and 
unchangeable fact i they are made up of Jews. 

"The intangi 1 and indefinable fore that unite 
Jews a a pc plc arc va tly m re potent than the ap
parent cliff r nc that seem to divide u . The democ
raci l arn d latedly, but well, that their choice was 
bctw en d ath alone or victory together. Jew mu t 
r cognizc that our continued disunity portends our lo s 

f opportunity for alvati n." 

Resolution of Temple Sisterhoods 

The cutivc Board of th ational Federation of 
Temple isterh od adopted the following resolution 
on May 2nd at a meeting in cw York City: 

"Mindful of the appalling plight of European Jewry 
and of the necessity for the voice of the American 
Jewish community to be heard in alleviating the dis
tress of their brethren, as well as to assist in the post
war reconstruction of their lives, the Executive Board 
of the National Federation of Temple ist rhood 
concurs in the resolutions on the Rescue of European 
Jewry and on Post-War Problems adopted by the 
AMERI AN JEW! H CONFER N E at its historic ses
sions held August 29-Sept mber 2, 1943. Recognizing 
that the establishment of a Jewish Commonwealth in 
Palestine is a subject in which the members of the 
Federation must exercise the right of individual con
science and belief, the Executive Board refrains from 
action on the o FERE CE's Palestine Resolution. But 
it calls upon its units and members to cooperate fully 
in all measures seeking to aid the oppressed, both of 
our own and other peoples." 
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Issues of the Conference 
The Issues of the Second Session will be discussed in tliese columns . ... We invite expressions of opinio,i. 
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Let's Face the Situation 
by Lo rs LIPSKY 

The problems confronting the second session of the 
CONFERENCE are analyzed in the following statement 
by the Chairman of the Administrative Committee, 
which is presented as his personal viewpoint. 

IN considering the position of the AMERICAN JEWISH 
CoNFERE CE, it is important that the delegates take 

into account not only the objective difficulties, but what 
were the intentions at the first session. The objective 
was to establish "a program of common action to deal 
with post-war Jewish problems" and to elect a delega
tion "to act for the Jews of America in cooperation 
with the accredited representatives of Jews throughout 
the world." 

The program adopted covered the two areas included 
in the text of the call to the co FERE CE as well as 
the problem of rescue, which was unanimously accepted, 
as a subject to be discussed and acted upon. The field 
of action covered rescue, post-war European condition 
and Palestine. But the election of the delegation was 
laid over on the ground that it would be premature to 
elect such a delegation at a time when the war had not 
yet reached its climax. It was apparent, however, that 
provisions would have to be made for an agency to 
function on behalf of the CONFERE CE, pending the 
election of the proposed delegation. Certain aspects of 
political development involving fundamental Jewish 
interests were bound to come up for discussion and it 
would be necessary for someone to speak and act on 
behalf of the co FERE CE. It was therefore agreed to 
elect an Interim Committee, which was authorized to 
proceed "to implement the resolutions and decisions of 
the first session" and to call a second session of the 
CONFERE CE "not later than twelve months following 
the adjournment" of the first session. 

It was not clear what was meant by implementation. 
It soon became evident that the con equences of a lack 
of proper definition of the term had not been given 
adequate attention. 

For if, by implication, the o FERENCE was in
tended to be not only limited in program but also in 
time, the a sumption of functions by the CONFERE CE 
would inevitably create a conflict of jurisdictions and an 
inteiference on its part, with the continuing responsi
bilities of established organizations and agencies. It 

was not to be expected that long-established organiza
tions, pursuing well-defined purposes, could suspend 
their activities during the life of the CONFERENCE. 
Precisely because of the tragic circumstances of Jewish 
life, the established organizations were facing greater 
demands, laboring under greater excitement and strain, 
and more jealous than ever before of their organiza
tional traditions and prestige. They were not prepared 
to quit the scene temporarily in the face of a great crisis 
and to resume their interrupted existence after the pass
ing of the emergency. 

It was a mistake to think that in a twinkle of an eye, 
the AMERICA JEWISH Co FERE CE would appear on 
the scene, fully armed and equipped in personnel and 
resources, to meet the great responsibilities that were 
involved in what was then lightly called the implemen
tation of the program, but which turned out to be the 
most serious burden of respon ibility any organization 
in Jewi h life was ever called upon to carry. Such an 
organization could not so easily and quickly be set up. 

The Interim Committee met the dilemma in which 
it found itself almost immediately after adjournment of 
the first session, by striking compromises and making 
adju tments with the acti e forces in the American Jew
ish Community. It established a working arrangement 
with the American Zionist Emergency Council, with 
the various agencie laboring in the field of rescue, and 
finally also, in a measure, with the World Jewish Con
gress, in the field of post-war European problems. But 
these adjustment ser ed inadequately to present a pic
ture of unity and full cooperation in the field. The 
AMERI A JEWI H Co FERE CE had to operate as one 
among a group of organizations, all zealous and jealous 
of their prestige and engaged in making their record 
in the journal of Jewish life in their own names. 

A Disorderly lmpre ion 

If the co FERE CE could not produce unity in action 
\~ith the organizations committed in loyalty to its ser
vICe, ?o~ much less could it exercise authority over 
orga?1zat10ns expr_essly dedicated to the purpose of 
defymg the orgamzed responsibility of the American 
Jewi h Community, which the o FERE CE presumably 
represented? These rebellious groups went about their 
bu iness with more energy and zeal than ever before, 
~ntrudi~g by design creating an amazingly disorderly 
1mpress1on upon the American scene and challenging 
the CONFERENCE in a way which it could not meet 
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effectively without the invocation of authority or re
course to tribunals of arbitration which did not exist, 
and which, if they did exist, would not be recognized 
by the rebels. 

The situation was made more difficult by the fact 
that the general public, excited by the remarkable suc
cess of the .first session, stimulated in its hopes by an 
active Jewish press, was under the impression that the 
co FERENCE was to cure all the ills of Jewish disor
ganization and establish itself as an all-inclusive central 
body, in which not only what had been agreed to at the 
.first session, but also many other categories of interest, 
on which there was a decided difference of opinion 
within the CONFERENCE, were to be included in the 
range of the responsibilities of the co FERE CE. Many 
overlooked the fact that the co FERENCE could not in
terfere in the defense of Jewish rights in the American 
.field. Its scope was limited by agreement to the po t
war problems of Jewish life in Europe, to the defense 
of our position in Palestine, and to the rescue of Euro
pean Jewry. All else was actually beyond the jurisdic
tion of the co FERENCE. But the public was not 
satisfied with this limited program. Its criticism of the 
CONFERENCE arose largely out of the fact that the 
CONFERE CE was not able to fulfill the great expecta
tions of the public in every regard. 

By the nature of its composition, the Interim Com
mittee during the entire period, seemed to have no 
organ of expression, no voice in defen e, no instrument 
of interpretation. The Interim Committee's duties were 
performed in executive ses ion. It was not equipped 
for effective representation of its own interests. 

The Post-War Resolution 

Since Labor Day, 1943, events in the political world 
have moved rapidly. Many changes have taken place. 
We are approaching the time when it will become pos
sible for a Jewish representative to tackle the various 
Jewish problems in a field of negotiation and not 
merely in the .field of propaganda. The general resolu
tions on post-war Europe, adopted without dissent at 
the Waldorf-Astoria, are now due for a revision; what 
was general can now be made specific; what was under 
study and advisement can now become the subject of 
action. Consideration can now be given to certain 
specific political and .financial enterprises that must be 
undertaken without delay, in order to bring the post
war program within the circle of negotiation. 

Without further elaboration, all of this indicates 
that the omissions of the first session will have to be 
taken up at the second; that the delegates coming to 
Chicago will have to give more thorough-going c?n
sideration to problems that were passed over as bemg 

f light importance in New York last year. The ex
pcricn cs of the c N FERE CE, in a year that was filled 
with agony and confusion for Jewi h life, will have to 
be checked and re-checked, and judgments arrived at 
that will represent the con idered view of all those 
intere ted in what the AMERICA JEWISH CONFERENCE 
was ex[ ected to do on behalf of the Jewish cause. 

The Original Purpose 
by DR. ABBA HILLEL SILVER 

An excerpt from an address delivered by the Chair
man of the Palestine Commission before the National 
Conference of Jewish Social Welfare, the National As
sociation of Jewish enter Workers and the National 
Council for Jewish Education, in Cleveland, May 17th. 

A OTHER attempt at proper communal organization 
on a national scale was made la t eptember. As 

an emerg.;ncy mea ure, a national conference was con
voked, of representatives of national organizations and 
of democratically ele ted community representative to 
speak for American Jewry in this critical period of the 
\ ar on all matt rs affecting Jewi h life in post-war 
settlements. It was an earnest and commendable effort, 
and Am rican Jewry responded to it in a remarkable 
degree. 

The A fERICAN JEWI H CONFERENCE demonstrated 
that gr at section of American Jewry had ma
tured sufficiently to welcome and accept the disciplines 
of organized community life. But it also demonstrated 
that there are groups and organizations which are not 
y t ready for a truly democratic organization of Ameri
can Jewi h life. These groups or their spokesmen must 
either have it their own way or, like peevish children, 
they will not play. Their approach is one either of 
domination or secession. Many specious arguments 
were used by the vestigial oligarchs who formerly held 
sway but whom the people's great assembly refused to 
follow and who came to fear the dismemberment of 
their little empires, to justify their universally con
demned sece sion and to discredit the CONFERENCE. 
It was a melancholy spectacle. Criticism was levelled by 
them at the election machinery which had been set up 
with their own concurrence to select the delegates. The 
fact of the matter of course is that regardless of what 
electoral machinery had been set up, provided it was 
not purposely devised to throw the election to a minor
ity, the election would have resulted in approximately 
the same kind of a representation. It was also argued 
that in matters of principle one cannot compromise and 
therefore one must withdraw. But a group or a party 

( Continued on Page 11) 
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The Spectacle in Washington 

IN WASHINGTON, on May 19th, seven young men 
from abroad, headed by Peter Bergson, whose 

passion for exhibitionism has caused them to transform 
the tragedy of the Jewish people into a spectacle and 
show, turned the spotlight on themselves. The results 
were disconcerting and unforeseen. The glare they 
produced revealed them in their true colors and con
firmed the criticisms advanced against them for their 
previous exploits. 

Last December, the Interim Committee of the AMERJ
CAN JEWISH Co FERENCE brought to public notice the 
nature and identity of this group, which, during the 
past few years have set up paper organizations to speak 
on matters of vital Jewish concern "without having in 
fact or endeavoring to secure a mandate from any con
stituency." The CONFERENCE and other Jewish bodies 
had denounced them for their misrepresentations when 
they were masquerading as the Emergency Committee 
to Save the Jewish People of Europe and the American 
League for a Free Palestine; for their mendacious and 
irresponsible behavior wheG they were manipulating 
the Committee for a Jewish Army; for their exploitation 
of the names of prominent figures in American life for 
purposes which did not always serve the interests 
of the Jewish people. 

The group now publicly identified themselves as the 
"Hebrew Committee of National Liberation." Over a 

63,000 "embassy" building at Washington, they un
furled the Zionist flag. They invited some 25 news
papermen to witness the rebirth of the "Hebrew Na
tion," and to partake of cocktails. A hush descended 
when, flanked by two adjutants, "Ambassador" Berg
son arrived and announced that they were standing 
on what would henceforth be considered as "Hebrew 
soil." 

Mr. Bergson proclaimed that his committee speaks 
for the voiceless "Hebrews" of Palestine and Europe, 
regards itself as the temporary "trustee" of "Hebrew 
National interests," proposes that it be accorded recog
nition on intergovernmental bodies. The "Hebrew" peo
ple were distinguished from Jews of the United States 
and other countries, an ideological fancy which few 
could understand. Political and boundary problems in 
Palestine were to be dismissed until after the war. In 
the interim, the launching of the Hebrew nation would 
be floated by a 1,000,000 bond issue to be redeemed 
when the Committee matured to nationhood, and which 
the SEC had not yet sanctioned. 

Questions were put, both sharp and soft, and an
swered in a guarded manner. The Jewish newspaper
men were angry and denunciatory. Representatives of the 

metropolitan papers and the Washington press corps 
shrugged their shoulders and departed to write stories 
which reflected incredulity and bewilderment. 

The Statement of the Conference 

THE ADMINISTRATIVE COMMITTEE of the AMERICAN 

JEWISH CoNFERE CE issued the following com
ment: 

"The so-called 'Hebrew Committee of National 
Liberation' is an irresponsible adventurer which comes 
to the American public without credentials and men
aces the cause it presumes to espouse. 

"The committee pretends to speak in the name of 
the 'Hebrew nation' in Palestine, but it has no mandate 
from the Jewish National Assembly, which is the 
authorized and democratically-elected spokesman of 
the Jews of Palestine. On the contrary, the leaders of 
this committee are linked with an extremist clique in 
Palestine, which amounts to less than one per cent of 
the Jews of that country, and which has been outlawed 
by the Jews of Palestine because of its anti-democratic 
and terroristic tactics. It pretends to see a distinction 
between 'Jews' and 'Hebrews,' which no Jew would be 
able to appreciate or understand, but which is intended 
to divide and disrupt the Jewish people. The real ob
ject of the Hebrew Committee is to destroy the Jewish 
Agency for Palestine, the official and internationally 
recognized body created by the League of Nations to 
act with the Mandatory Power 'to secure the co-opera
tion of all Jews who are willing to assist in the estab
lishment of the Jewish National Home.' 

"The gr.eat majority of the Jews of the United States 
favor the establishment of a kwish ational Home in 
Palestine as the one positive solution for Jewish home
lessness in the post-war world. This was made clear at 
the AMERICAN JEWISH CONFERENCE last September. 

"The bizarre ideology of the 'Hebrew Committee of 
National Liberation' would fragmentize the Jewish 
people inscead of uniting them. Its separatist and un
disciplined tactics aim to undermine established Jew
ish agencies and institutions. The Jewish cause is 
prejudiced and humiliated by such irresponsible enter
prises on the part of a group that pretends to speak 
for Jews." 

The Statement of the Agency . 

THE following statement was issued by Dr. Nahum 
Goldmann, American representative of the Jewi h 

Agency for Palestine: 

"The Jewish Agency for Palestine is the only inter
national body recognized under Article IV of the 
Mandate for Palestine by the British Government, the 
United States and the League of Nations, as represent
ing the Jewish people in all matters concerning the 
upbuilding of the Jewish National Home in Palestine. 
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It is composed of all Zionist organizations the world 
over and numerous non-Zionists in various countries. 

"The attempt of a few persons who have come from 
Palestine to this cc:mnrry without any authority, with
out having been delegated by any group in Palestine, 
having played no role whatever in Jewish life in Pal
estine or elsewhere, to proclaim themselves as the 
'trustees of the Hebrew Nation's interest' is an act 
which, I am sure, will be rejected by all sections of che 
Jewish people as a fraud. 

"There i~ some danger chat well-intentioned non
Jewish groups, eager to help the Jewish people in a 
time of tragedy, may be misled by the bombastic 
phrases and claims made by an insignificant group 
which substitutes noise for complete lack of standing, 
authority and influence in Jewish life. These well
meaning friends muse be warned that by allowing 
themselves to be persuaded by these impertinent ma
neuvers they are harming the very cause which ch y 
wish to serve. 

"The insignificant group which the members of the 
new committee claim to represent has already done 
untold damage in Palestine by trying to break the 
unity of Palestinian Jewry and by introducing methods 
which the overwhelming majority of Palestinian Jewry 
has rejected with scorn and contempt. American pub
lic opinion should not allow itself to be fooled by the 
acts of a few men whom a normally organized people 
would d al with as traitors to the common cause and 
exclude from its community. There is not the slightest 
chance that any responsible group, Jewish or non
Jewish, not to speak of governments or the League of 

ations, will pay any attention to this group, but as 
they have in the past, through various trick , succeeded 
in misleading and confusing spokesmen of American 
public opinion, this warning is necessary. Whoever 
wanes to help the Jewish people and the Zionist move
ment must do it by cooperating with the established 
and recognized organizations, the leading on of which 
is the Jewish Agency-the only internationally recog
nized body authorized to act for the Jewish people in 
all matters affecting Palestine. By h lping the self
styled Hebrew Committee of ational Liberation, 
which purports to speak on behalf of Jews who never 
gave them authority to represent them, the prestige 
and influence of the Jewish organizations charged with 
the complex and responsible cask of building the Jew
ish Homeland will be weakened and harm will be done 
to the Jewish people." 

The Zionist Viewpoint 

THE AMERICA ZlONI T EMERGE CY COUNOL, 

through Dr. Leon Feuer, director of it Wa hington 
Bureau, issued the f ollo ing statement in part: 

"It is all fantastic and ould be comic if it were not 
so tragic. A handful of young men are attempting to 
perpetrate a colossal hoax upon the American people, 
and we would warn the public, the press, and all official 
circles against being taken in by such a brazen fraud. 
The self-appointed 'Hebrew Committee of National 
Liberation' is made up of half a dozen adventurers 
from Palestine with no standing, no credentials, no 

mandate from anyone unle it be from the Irgun 
Zevai Leumi in Palestine, an insignificantly small 
pisrol-packing group of extremists who are claiming 
redit for some of the r cent terror outrages. Every 

mov menr has its lunatic fringe and irrespon ible 
lincer facrion , and it is n .. tural that they hould 

cx.1 ·c also in our mid t. Th dJ.nger is that uninformed 
people may be taken in and may be led co b lieve that 
a new Moses has arisen in I racl. . . . 

"!◄or more than 0 years, Jc\ throughout the world 
ha c been concerned with the creation of a Jewish 

ational Home in Palestine. To that nd, there w re 
conscicutcd on a democratic basi the World Zionist 

rganization and the Jewi h Ag ncy for Palestine 
which for 25 y ars ha c been headed by Dr. haim 

cizmann. he • orld Zionist Organization's repr -
sencati\'e meet biennially as the Zionist ongrcss and 
elect their leader hip, who constitute the I:xecutive. 
Together \ ith the repres ntatives of the non-Zionists, 
they constitute the Jewi h Ag ncy for Pale tine, offi
cially recognized in the Palestine Mandate co represent 
Jewish im rests and Je ish rights with r speer co 
Palestine. The J wi h Agency maintains p rmanenc 
ofli c in London, J rusal m, cne a and cl ewhere. 
It carri s on n cc sary political work and handles im
migr .. cion and colonization into Palestine. For this 
work it spend annually about 10,000,000 provided 

y rcgul. r contributions of Jewish communities. 
"In Am ric,t, the Zionist m vem m i represented 

by the American Zionist Emergency ouncil, headed 
by Dr. te hen . ise, of cw York, and Dr. Abba 
Hillel ilv r of leveJand, as co-chairmen. . . . 

•• o far a the Je, i h community of Palestine, which 
numb r approximately 600,000, is concerned, it is 
democratically organized and i r presented by a a
tionJ.l Council, the Vaad Leumi. This b dy is likewise 
o0icially rccogniz d by the Pale cine crnment, con
trol and dire ts the Jewish school system, social wel
fare work, etc. It also has a limited taxing power 
und<·r the law. The Vaad Leumi, of course, recognizes 
the Jewish Agency for Palestine and cooperates with 
it closely. 

"To comp! te the pi cure, it hould be added that 
the overwhelming majority of merican Jews, through 
a democrati ally constituted AMERI A JE • I H o • 
F •RE E in ew York last summer adopted a post-war 
program with reference to J wish rights in Europe, 
as well as to the Palestine question. Represented in the 
AM RICA JEWISH o FERE E ar hundr ds of local 
communities, as well as about 60 leading national 

rganizations, including all the Zionist organizations, 
the B'nai B'rith, the American Jewish Congress, the 
Union of American Hebrew Congregations, the Rab
binical Assembly of America, the Council of Jewish 
Women, etc. . . ." 

7 

Practically the whole roster of organization repre
senting movement and cause rejected and condemned 
the Berg on group. Statem nts were i ued by the 
Zionist Organization of America Hada s h, the Ameri
can Jewi h Congre s and many others. Every Jcwi h 
new paper in ew York carried lengthy editorial and 
articles joining in the general condemnation. 

• 
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THE INTERIM COMMITfEE 
Meeting on May 12th 

The Interim Committee met on May 12th in New 
York, with Dr. Stephen S. Wise, Co-Chairman, presid
ing. Present were the following members and alter
nates: Dr. Israel Goldstein and Heney Monsky, Co
Chairmen *Samuel Berson, Maurice Bisgyer, 
Naomi Chertoff Sigmund W. David, Rabbi Maurice 
N. Eisendrath, 'J. George Fredman, *Isaac Hamlir_i, 
Herman Hoffman, Charles P. Kramer, Judge Loms 
E. Levinthal, *Dr. Isidore Margolis, •or. Samue~ 
Margoshes, Louis Lipsky, •Mrs. A. J. M~y, Rabbi 
Irving Miller *Herman Quitmann, Mrs. David de Sola 

' S u1m •M Pool, Dvorah Rothbard, Herman h an, rs: 
Herman Shulman Herman Stern, • Rabbi Mordecai 
Stern, *Ralph Wechsler, David Wertheim, Mrs. 
Stephen S. Wise, Baruch Zuckerman. 

Guests: Dr. Nahum Goldmann, Bernard Postal, 
Meyer W. Weisgal. 
• Alternates 

Principal business included: 
1. Consideration and approval of a sub-committee 

report recommending the convening of the second ses
sion at Chicago, September 2nd. 

2. Appointment of the Administrati~e Comm~ttee 
to act as the executive organ of the Interim Committee 
with power to act for it between meetings of the In
terim Committee. ( Additional details are reported on 
Page 1 of this issue.) 

3. Authorization to the Administrative Committee 
to fill the vacancy in the chairmanship of the Commis
sion on Rescue. 

4. Reports from Rabbi Irving Miller and Herman 
Shulman on activities of the Commission on Rescue. 

5. Report from Rabbi Maurice N. Eisendrath on 
activities of the Commission on Post-War. 

6. Agreement in principle on a clarification of the 
functions of the Interim Committee and the Commis
s10ns. 

7. Repcrt from the Committee on Budget and 
Finance. 

Coopted 

Miss Naomi Chertoff, president of Junior Hadassah, 
has been coopted as a member of the Interim Committee 
representing youth organizations. 

Dr. Max ussbaum of Los Angeles has been coopted 
to membership in the Palestine Commission. 

Mrs. Samuel Golding and Mrs. Benjamin Spitzer 
have been coopted to membership in the Rescue Com
mission. 

COMMISSION ON RESCUE 
Meeting on May 3rd 

The Commission met on May 3rd, with Mr. Shulman 
presiding. Present were: A. Da~id Be~jamin, Maurice 
Bisgyer, Rudolph Caliman, Lou~s Fabrtcant, M. Mald
win Fertig, Mrs. Israel Goldstein, ~rs. Sam~el Gold
stein Mrs. Hazel Greenwald, Rabbi Max Kirshblum, 
Benj:unin Koenigsberg, Dr. Leon Kubowitzki, lac~b 
Pat, Mrs. David de Sola Pool, Sol Rosman, BenJamm 
Winter. 
The executive committee of the Commission reported 

that: 

1. On April 24th, Sir Herbert Emerson, director, 
and Patrick Malin, vice director, of the Intergovern
mental Committee for Refugees, had met with the 
executive committee in the office of the co FERENCE 

for a thorough discussion of rescue possibilities, with 
particular reference to the crisis in Hungary and 
Rumania and the situation in Italy Yugoslavia, Spain, 
France, Poland, North Africa and Mauritius. 

2. On April 26th, Mr. Ira Hirschmann, recently 
returned from Turkey where he acted as emissary of 
the War Refugee Board, had addressed the Executive 
Committee of the CONFERE CE, describing the Board's 
activities to facilitate the movement of refugees to 
Palestine via Turkey and to effectuate the removal of 
Jews from concentration camps in Transnistria, where 
they were imperilled by the Nazi retreat. 

3. Several meeting had been held with officials 
of the War Refugee Board, at which spokesmen for 
the Commission urged approval of the plan to establish 
"free ports," as a means of making room for additional 
refugees in Italy, where facilities and food are limited, 
and as a means of breaking down barriers which now 
block egress from Hungary. 

4. Meetings marking the anniversary of the Battle 
of the Warsaw Ghetto had been held in many cities, 
following the call of the CONFERENCE. In a number 
of cities, these had been initiated by the CONFERENCE 
delegates. 

The Commission authorized further action on free 
ports and recommended enlargement of staff. 

The executive committee met on May 18th and May 
25th to consider steps that might be taken in view of 
reports that Hungary's puppet government intended 
to ignore President Roosevelt's warnings that those 
who share in crimes against the Jews will share in the 
punishment. The co-chairmen met with representatives 
of the War Refugee Board on May 24th. 
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The Chairmanship 
Rabbi Irving Miller and Mr. Herman Shulman of 

New York were elected Co-chairmen of the Commis
sion by the Administrative Committee on May 17th. 
Previously Rabbi Miller was executive vice-chairman 
of the Commission and Mr. Shulman was associated 
with him in the Commission's political work at Wash
ington. 

Free Ports 
A Senate resolution urging the President of the 

United States to establi h refugee reception camp or 
free ports where refugees would be gi en sanctuary for 
the duration was introduced into the enate by Senator 
Guy M. Gillette, Democrat, of Iowa on May 29th. The 
text of the resolution follows: 

"Whereas the Congress of the United States by con
current resolution adopted on March 10, 1944, ex
pressed its condemnation of Nazi Germany's 'mass 
murder of Jewish men, women, and children'; and 

'Whereas the American tradition of justice and 
humanity demands every possible measure to save the 
surviving Jews of Europe from extermination by azi 
torture; and 

"Whereas two million lives are in immediate peril 
for want of a temporary sanctuary from their p rsecu
tors: 

"Therefore be it 
rrResolved, That the Senate of the United States urge 

upon the President of the United Stat s that it is the 
will of the American people, expressed through their 
elected representatives, that Jews and other special 
victims of Nazi hatred hereafter escaping from terri
tory occupied by Nazi Germany and its allies, as deter
mined by the War Refugee Board, be received on Ellis 
Island or other designated reception centers for tem
porary detention and care until the President has deter
mined that they may be returned to their homeland 
without undue risk of th ir personal safety; and that 
transportation and ocher facilities be made available 
for this purpose, consistent with the effective prosecu
tion of the war." 
At a press conference on May 30th, Pre ident Roose-

velt made public the fact that the government was 
working on the proposal for rescue camp . He added 
that the plan had the advantage that it might be 
tried in other countries as well. 

The AMERI ' A JEWISH Co FERE CE and many of 
its constituent organizations are on record for the plan. 
It is in line with the co FERE E resolution on rescue: 

"The democracies should recognize and proclaim the 
right of temporary asylum for every surviving Jewish 
man woman and child who can escape from the Hit
lerite fury into the territories of the United ations." 
Among the organizations which have urged approval 

are the National Council of Jewish Women, the Jewish 
Labor Committee, B'nai B'rith, the Synagogue Council 
of America, the Union of American Hebrew Congrega
tions, the American Federation of Jews from Central 

Europe the Mizrachi Women's Organization, the a
tional Council of Young Israel and many others. 

Many leading citizens, Congre men and new paper 
have voi cd upport. E tabli hment of temporary 
havens of refuge was urged in a statement made public 
by former Governor Alfred E. Smith and signe<l by 72 
prominent American , including the governors of 18 
states. Others who have pres ed for the plan arc the 

ational Committee Again t Persecution of the Je'
headed by A ciate Ju tice Frank Murphy, the C. I. 0., 
the A. F. of L., the Federal Council of Churches of 
Chri t in America, the Farmer ' Union, the Inter
national Y. \V/. . A., the cw York Post, the ew 
York Times the cw York Herald Tribttne, the New 
York Daily i\1irror. 

The worker delegate from 24 countries to the recent 
Conference of the International Labor Organization 
igned a tatement which demanded that the d ors of 

Pale tine be kept open for Jewi h immigration, that 
free port be establi hed in democratic countrie for 
refugees e caping from azi Europe and that the re
maining Jews in Hitler-occupied countrie be recog
nized as pri oner of war. Their tatement v a made 
public by the Jewish Labor ommittee. 

IIIJJl,111, •m 1 I HU lflnl!TIII """ I lnmhmn r-• 1m1n,nm1ir11111 '"''"' nttm ,, nmmnnm1mF 

COMMISSION ON PALESTINE 
Meeting on May 15th 

The Commission met on May 15th, with Dr. Abba 
Hillel ilver presiding. Present were: Jacob Alson, 
Jane Evans, Rabbi A. imon Federbusch, Rabbi 
Wolf Gold, Mrs. Samuel W. Halprin, Isaac Hamlin, 
Bernard A. Rosenblatt, Isidor Sack, Harry 
Shapiro, Carl herrnan, Dr. Benjamin Shwadron, Mrs. 
Simon Sobcloff, Meyer W. Weisgal. 

The Chair reported n developments since the Com
mi sion' s meeting of March 20th. Among ubjects 
discussed were the following: 

1. The Congres ional resolutions: "W c are care
fully canvas ing the situation. It i perhaps likely that 
action on the re olutions will become increa ingly 
feasible later in the year." 

2. The Oil negotiation : As a re ult of inquiries 
in official quarters "we are becoming persuaded, al
though that is still open to final conclusion , that our 
cau e i not being in any way prejudiced by any nego
tiations that have been going on with reference to oil 
and that no commitments have been made." 

3. Educational and propaganda work: This has 
been carried forward on a large scale through various 
channel and the local committees of the American 
Zionist Emergency Council. "There has been something 
of a lull since the resolutions were def erred. . . . It is 
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a gathering of our forces for the second major attack 
on the problem. There has been, in the last few months, 
a rather forceful counter-offensive which, in a way, i 
a tribute to the success of our propaganda in this coun
try. Those groups who are opposed to us in London, 
Jerusalem and in Washington have become disturbed 
about the successful spread of our educational work 
among our fellow citizens in this country. And they 
have begun to carry on anti-Zionist propaganda work 
and there have been quite a number of manifestations 
of it."· 

4. The President's statement: The Chair analyzed 
the statement given at the President's press conference 
on March 29th and expressed the view that it did not 
affect in any way the statement which the President 
had authorized him and Dr. Stephen S. Wise to issue 
on March 9th. 

5. Future activities: The Chair reported on a number 
of future undertakings. These included the signing 
of a petition by 1700 presidents and educators from 
250 universities and colleges, indor ing a Jc ish Com
monwealth in Palestine. (This was submitted to Pre i
dent Roosevelt on the fifth anniver ary of the White 
Paper.] Leaders of local Emergency Committees for 
Palestine were being summoned to a two-day conference 
in Washington to plan future action in their com
munities. (This meeting held on :May 23rd, was 
attended by representatives of 130 cities in 38 states. J 

The Next Session 
In preparation for the second session of the co -

FERE CE, the Commission approved a motion by Mr. 
Hamlin authorizing the appointment of a committee 
of five to prepare a report. During the discussion, Mr. 
W eisgal said that the report should review all activities 
that have come under its jurisdiction during the year 
with reference to the implementation of the Palestine 
resolution and indicate the steps that should be taken 
in the future. Dr. Silver stated: "The important reso
lutions to be introduced on Palestine should be drafted 
by this Commission. These resolutions hould concern 
themselves not with reaffirming the basic things which 
have been already adopted, which are now more or 
less the constitution of the co FERE CE, but specific 
recommendations on the carrying out of our purpose." 

Mrs. Sobel off commented: " bile I agree that we 
be fully prepared, we ought not be over-prepned. \Y✓hat 
ailed the CONFERENCE last time was that everything 
was predigested." Mr. Alson: "I think that we ought 
to face the fact that there is some disappointment in 
the communities a to this whole implementation of the 
resolutions and there is some feeling in the communities 
that the Zionists are not blameless about the results.'' 

COMMISSION ON POST-WAR 
Meeting on May 15th 

The Commission met on May 15th with Rabbi 
Maurice N. Eisendrath and Hayim Greenberg, Co
chairmen, presiding. Present were Jane Evans, Jacob 
Marrus, Mrs. Albert J. May, Herman Muller, Dr. 
Jacob Robinson, Mrs. Herman Shulman, Rabbi David 
Wice, Leo Wolfson. 

It was reported that the Sub-Committee on Political 
Status, of which Dr. Joshua Trachtenberg is chairman, 
had met twice since the Commission's last meeting 
on April 17th to give further study to the questions of 
an "International Bill of Rights and Specific Jewish 
Rights in Post-War Europe" and "Retribution." 

In a preliminary statement on the subject of "Retri
bution" Dr. Jacob Robinson, director of the Institute 
of Jewish Affairs of the World Jewish Congress said 
that the concept must be broadened both in space 
and time; that punishment for crimes against Jews 
must be meted out not only within the occupied coun
trie but in all Fascist countries and that crimes com
mitted before the war broke out-going back to 1933 
-must be included. Pointing out that the Allied 
C mmi sion for the Investigation of War Crimes had 
been inactive since its formation in October, 1942 
and that in everal trials of war criminals in North 
Africa and in Russia, the indictment had omitted any 
refer nee to crimes against the Jews, Dr. Robinson sug
g sted five points: 

1. There must be one specific trial of those who 
committed crimes against the Jewish people, before an 
international court of justice. 

2. In the trials of Nazi leaders, the Jewish case 
must not be omitted. 

3. There should be Jewish representatives on the 
C mmission for the Investigation of War Crimes. 

4. In all cases where Jewish intere t are involved, 
Jewish representati es should be present as amicus 
curiae. 

5. In all cases where the criminals are brought 
before national courts, official representatives of the 
Jewish community should be present. 

In connection with Jewi h representation on the 
Commission Dr. Robinson said that unofficial requests 
had already been made and that action on the part of 
the co FERE CE was necessary. 

Miss Evans, chairman of the Sub-Committee on 
UNRRA reported that a CONFERE CE tatement was 
in preparation for submission to the forthcoming 

eeting of the UNRRA Council. 
The co FERE CE re olutions have been submitted 

to all the government in exile. 
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International Bill of Right 
An International Bill of Rights to protect the rights 

of individuaL.5 in the post-war world is urged by the 
Commission to Study the Organization of the Peace, 
which, in a report issued on May 25th, calls for the 
establishment of a United Nations Conference on 
Human Rights to examine the problem. 

The AMERICAN JEWISH Co FERENCE in its post-war 
resolution called for the promulgation of such a 
charter and it has been a subject of study in the Post
War Commission of the CONFERE CE. 

The Commission to Study the Organization of the 
Peace is headed by Dr. James T. Shotwell, historian. 

The report recommends in addition: 
"Establishing at the Conference a permanent 

United Nations Commission on Human Rights t0 
develop further the standards of human rights and the 
methods for their protection. 

"Seeking the incorporation of major civil rights in 
national constitutions and promoting effective means 
of enforcement in each nation. 

"Recognizing the right o• individuals or groups 
under prescribed limitations to petition the Human 
Rights Commission after exhausting local remedies to 
call attention to violations." 
The Commission's stand is in sharp contrast with 

he position of those who regard civil rights and the 
reatment of minorities as matters of local concern un
eserving of the interest of the nations of the world. 
On this issue, Dr. Shotwell observes that: 

"It has become clear that a regime of violence and 
oppression within any nation of the civilized world is 
a mat er of concern for all the rest," and that "to 
ignore this suffering as having no pare in our own 
lives is contrary to the dictate of Christian teaching; 
and to offer only useless sympathy, attempting no 
measure of redress, is the kind of hypocrisy which 
lessens the moral fiber of those who attempt to satisfy 
their consciences with mere emotional appeals." 

l l!i«illlltlllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllll lllll l/llU /llllllll lllll l/lllllllllllllll!llllllllllllllllllllllllllllll lllll/l, 111/llll/l:l/11ulllllllillllllllllllllllllilll 111ll 

Dr. Silver's View 
( Continued from Page 5) 

does not compromise its principles ii it remains in an 
over-all democratically constituted body and reserves to 
itself the right to declare its opposition to the decisions 
of the majority and remains free to advocate its prin
ciples. This is of the very essence of the democratic 
procedure. 

The AMERICAN JEWISH CONFERENCE, after earnest 
and thoughtful deliberation, expressed itself with re~ 
markable agreement, in most instances with unanimity, 
and on the more controversial subjects by a vote so large 
that the true mind of the overwhelming majority was 
not left in doubt, on the basic issues which confronted 
American and world Jewry, on rescue work, post-war. 

rehabilitation and the upbuilding of the Jewish a
tional Home. It indicated what our objectives were, 
and in a general way, what should be done to achieve 
them. In so doing the co FERE CE fully served its 
purpose. Those who had xpc ted the co FERENCE 
to become the day by day functioning agency to carry 
out in practice all the work of re cue and rehabilitation 
and the full implementation of the Palestine program 
failed to realize that the CONFERENCE possessed neither 
the machinery nor the finances nor the personnel for 
such re pon ibility, nor did the constituent organizations 
wish it to undertake or to supplant their functions. 

The CONFERENCE was to have been and should have 
remaineJ a consultative and deliberativ , not a function
ing and executive body. It was intended as a great 
sounding boar<l and a clearing house of American Jew
ish thought on vital Jewish problems, where I eriodi
cally these could be discu s d and clarified, where our 
major activities could be appraised, where new pro
grams could be projected, where the attitud of gov
ernment toward our problems could be reviewed, and 
where the collective will of American Jewry could find 
authoritati e exprc sion-not on the basis of any mono
lithic unity but on the only possible and parliamentary 
basis of nujority opinion. This, you will recall, was 
the original purpo c of the CONFERENCE as defined at 
the preliminary meeting which was held in Pitt burgh 
in January 1943, and also in the official call for it 
organization. The o FERENCE ~ a "to consider and 
recommend action on problems relating to the rights 
and status of Jews in the post-war world'.' and "to con
sider and recommend action on all matters lo king 
towards the implementation of rights of the Jewish 
people with respect to Palestine." It was only later on, 
and as a result of the terrible urgency which made itself 
manifest to rescue European Jewry fr m extermination 
that the problem of rescue was added to the agenda of 
the co FERE E and the co FERE CE was charged 
with executive and administrative duties for which it 
wa not prepared or equipped. 

The CONFERE CE erved well it original purpose. 
It should meet soon again to survey the Jewish position, 
to review what transpired during this fateful year> and 
to give direction for f uturc action wherever needed. 
Little foxes have been bu ily at work trying to spoil this 
vineyard which American Israel has planted. These 
little foxes should have their little tails scorched .... 
Unless the organizational structure of the American 
Jewish community is advanced, there is grave danger 
of a disastrous and bitterly feuding fragmentization 
which will encourage every conceivable free lance and 
adventurer, and will lose for tis whatever of prestige, 
dignity or influence we, as a community, may possess. 
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THE AMERICAN JEW ISH COMMUNITY 
IN WAR TIME AND AFTER 

by Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver 
The Tempie, Cleveland, Ohio. 

~ HE A 1 RI JE' 71 H 11\I ~ IT faced th pr bl m which th 
'-1 war forced upon it in a creditable manner. \Ve have no :re:i on to condemn 
or di parao-e ur elve . \Ye ha e not, of cour e, r 1 oncled a · fully a we might 
ha or a ,ve hould ha e to the challeno- of the great, te ·ting time . But what 
people or what group ha ? ln a . en e the hour called and ca11 , for a quality f 
elfl ne and a mea ure of wi dom, vi ·ion ancl omp t nee far b y ncl the 

capacity of our generation-perhap of any o- nerati n. 
But we did not whol1y or even 1arge1 fail in the gra , cm rcr ncie which 

confronted u . \Ye may not have b en a · dext rou a · w might have be n in th 
handlino- of all the new ituation , but w clicl not burkc th o-r at m m nt. nor . bi1·k 
our re. pon ibilitie nor lack in dc,·otion and rrenero ity. \\'hat wa tru f our 
ance tor in form r tim s und r imilar conditions of menac and di ·a t r l r ed 
tru al of their de cendan t in our day. great h nr did n t find u. a . mall p ople. 

Facing the Demands of W a,r 

I need not dwell h re up n th manner in whj h th Jew. of menca faced 
up to the param unt demand of the war. They met their oblio-ati 11 of citiz n 'hip 
in an ager and ardent l irit of patrii ti ·m. The) ent their • n , in th hundr ds 

f thou and , into all the arm d fore of our c untry. Thc:e young Jew are 
lighting on very battl fr nt and ar gh·ing an .~ 11 nt a c mt of th m • lY •. 
J\Iany have been kill d. Iany more ha\"e been wound d. Ian have b n ·i, nally 
hon red f r .· traordinary l ra ry in a ti n. 11 ar l r par cl to d ~£ end with th ir 
liv • thi o-raciou • land and its nob1e herit,icrc of fr edom, equality and th· inalien
able ri ht of man. Th y hav ent their daughter · into th au~· iliary armed 

. \\" haYe 11 t neg] ct d the ar and . pi ritual mini trati n of ur fighting 
m n. ur religion. bodie and our \J el far B ant ha perf rm d th ta ·le \l ith 
int li(J"cn e, l ·v tion and . kill. ttr civilian · at home ar ngro:s d in he num rent s 
ivilian war a ti viti . . bond drive , bl d <l nor , R cl ro . work, nur:e aid . , 

relief campaign . J ew.~ h10w how to fight for th thing: th y Joy -ancl th y lov • 
merica. Th y know too. the av \ ed intent of th nem again ·t whom th 'Y 

fight. If , ictori u:, h m an t cl troy th m. n rd r t . urvi , th • mu. t 
de tr him. ~\'ery , \merican J ,, under ·tand. hi . -an l thi • kno\l I ,cf~ • J ,nct 
drive and re. luten to hi war effort . 

B 1 th r demand , likewi g-raYe and imp riou. , wer mad up n u . . 

Rcf,ri11tcd from Tnr. JF-w1 :-- n I ,\L imn E T . nTERL 

for . cf'lcmbcr, 19-l -Vohtmc r I, , umber 1 
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di a ter for which cyen our l ng tormented hi ·tory can offer n parallel we1 t 
over our people in Europe, an l left them broken decimat d and doom d. unclr 
and terrific vil can com up n a w rlc.l in th ()'rip of war and r volution. ur 
people exp rienced them all. The cup of the whole world ta<Ygering wa thru t 
into th ir hand · and they were made to drink of it an<l drain it to it - ery la t 
poi onou dr o-~. ur myriad who wer cattere<l and who crowded the broken 
highwa • of ·ile or langui h d in unwelc mino- port of t mporary refug or 
faced death in the con 1uere<l land turn <l to u for help. Th tirrh \Ve could not 
help them fully, w did n t fail them utt rly. \Youlcl that \:"C had clone more and 
that more quicHy ! \ 'e w re not unwil]in.'.', but in pt. \Ye permitted preciou 
month and year to lip by while th a7i :cythe wung v id r and v r wider 
wath and mowed elm n the J cwi h ommunitie f conquered Eur pc on after 

anoth r in a bloody harve t of death. G Yernment , friendly (Tovcrnm nt • be(Tuiled 
and mi 1 d u with vague promi -e. and ineffectual re ·cue acr ncie ancl conference . 
\\"e dicl not know how to focn ~ th attenti n f what remained of the fr e and 
cl cent world, o ab ·orbed in its own prob] m ' upon the appalli1w tragedy of our 
people nor how to induce action. And many peri ·hcd who micrht have been aYed. 

J. ev rthclc w did ora,mize in a11 ur c mmnn1h f r r .. Ji f and re cue. 
\Ve e paneled and impl mentecl the exi ting agencie an l created Hew one to carry 
our help t tho who wer d p rat 1:r waiting for it. ear by year incr a -
ingly larger fund w r rai - rl and increa i11<1I.. more f our p pl came to hare 
in the givincr. \\' took arc of the r fnge who cam, t our hore-. \Ve . ent help 
t our .·il .• in all part of h world. \\ e aid d in th upbuildin f Pal ~tine. 
, \ll he" additional ohligatir ns , ·ere readily a ·sumed with ut negl ctinO' our 
dome tic in litution: f philanthrop •. du ation, culture and reli~i n. Thi i not 
an unworthy r r l. "'ncl uht dly much m r ~houl I have b n done by u ~-the 
larg t and rich t J wi:h c mmunitv in the world. Iuch more. I am ure, will 
y t be don . \ \'hat ha be n done. howev r, i. rea - urinO' atwur of greater thing 
to come, and evid nee of an inner ·onncln : and whol : m ne . . There i much 
t build on in thi ur m rican Jewi ·h c mmunity and much t build with. \Vith 
~oocl architect and . hllfu] and dilig nt buil l r , a trul n hi edific of Jewi ·h 
communal )if can le re t din thi - g-oocl land. 

Jewish Self-Awareness 

1 he war ha · mad th J e, of Am rica mor al rt than th • hav ev r 1 een 
h for , and mor elf-awar . . generation ag the incidence of Jewi h awarene. 
of th averaO'e American Jew wa licrht and ca ual. Today it i c n id rble and 
fairly con tant. mong certain ection of our pe ple thi i1woluntar awarene 
i att nded by varyino- cl fT e of irritation. ome till harbor the hop that the 
end f war and th def at of the azi. will remove all the unplea ant vid nc . 
of prejudic and di. crimination which force thi. J wi. h awar n . . up n them. 

THE fElf/1 H OCIAL 
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This, I am afraid. i. a ·vain h pc-and in th ir heart of heart ·. I . u pcct, tl cy 

know it. 
merican J w. 1.1c at la ·t finding tlwms ·h· • • uml ·r th· n u . ity of doing 

that '- hich J ws in the old world ha\·c alway . had lo du- co11 :" ciou:]y to orient 

th m 1ve.s a. J w. in a non-J<:wi:--h un ire 11111 ·nt and reali tila11y to far · all the 

implicati n. of their slatu. as a minoril, g-rnnp. The i. 'azis :1 -ceec el in th ir 

attempt to mak th who! \ \ tern \\' orl l Jc, -con ciou:-., hut they al. o sue ·e d ~d. 

and without any intrntion on th ·ir part. to make all Jew. m<>re Jew-co11-,ciou .... 

Y\'hilr : me J cws ~r rath r unn ·n·ccl I y thi~ new cxpl'ri ·nc • ,!lid ar • tmahh to 

make an intclli~• nt acljwtm nt to it. th majority of our people ar • li ·i11g 11 •Ip <1 

by thi. keener awar n ~ of th 'ir true po: ition lo a f ulln. f rankt'r and more 

dio-nifircl li fc a A rnerican J l'\\' 

Diaspora Pattern 

Th se \merican J w • are fa ing- th future witho tl an) illn .... 1011: hut rertain1y 

not without hop . Th Tew \\ orld, for a time, mad· po:. ihl a pl ·:Lant en. 

of almo. t complete identifica tion. That i no long r the ca :--e and in all probability 

vill neYer b 0 a?ain. The Old \ 'orl<l bram1 o [ anti -S mi ti m is lwre to .,tay -not 

f rever, f c ur. . b t for a I criod long en ttgh for all pr:ictic:d cnn~icl ·rat ion . 

Thi i reali ·m, n t defea i ·m. Thi · i: th land ape. .\ ft r th· p11Jitical ·rnti-

emiti:m of the ... Tazi yari ·ty. hat .i \ th hrnl \ hi h i. : am:tioned and or~raniz d 

by vernm nt . nd emp1, yu1 a · a , • ·ap >11 , u 01111mic reaction and imperial 

ao-o-re ·:ion, will ha\· hccn c ~f"atl:'d a: a re. ult f tlJ defeat of lw azi . in this 

war. the hig-h fc, er- tmptTa nr • ,f anti -.' erni ti . m will undoubtedly clrop her and 

ti. cw here, pro\'id ·d of c mrse 110 cfo-;astrou: c ·onomic cl hack and vast un ·mploy

m nt follow tl c . rmi: ti ce. nut mm:h of , hat ,, • nc,w ca ll tie "goocl' and t ·m

perat anti-.~emiti . m, in cw1tra~t to th l,illing ancl annihilationi ·t I-incl. that whi ·h 

in happier time. •• 11 : ul to ca11 prcjttdi ·c.\ will remain a · a ron . ta11t fa ·tor in mr 

e.·p rit·nce. Th· 'i, ii \\ ar <·t cl ·d ·laY ·ry in the l 'nited . ' t-tt •. . It did no . o\· • 

the rac • prohl ·m .. \ ·mmlry may h • elem >trati • a11rl yet ib I ·opl • may h • hitt ·r1y 

anti-. 'miti . \\'it11e:. Poland befor th· \"ar and \\'cimar (;~ rman •. Politi ·at 

qualit • i: not y t hrothcrhoml. It is doubt f nl , ·h ·thcr th<.' popular ~<:ntim ·nt of 

mo. t uf the rou11' rie: of 1• urop cv ·r h ·artily appro\' ·cl of J nvi . h emancipation. 

It seem t ha,· ·om· rather a: a hy-procln t of n w politiral tlwori '. and princip1 ·: 

<if human rig-ht whi h had t• he con i tently app i ·cl and tlwrdotc.· had lo indml • 

ah> the Jew · . 
. \merica is not 1il·cJ_· t go Fa: ci~t. hnt Fascisticall# ·-minckd . \m ·rican . . who 

will alway. he anti-.'c mi c.·. , will pcr: i. t in larg mm1h ·r~ nntil w:h ti111 • a (lltr 

ag • find it. new 0110m1 and politi al ·c1nilibrium aft ·r th· prolong <I uph ·a val: 

of th t hnolngic:il r •ynltttion. Thi: spiriluall furmks: p ·ri( d of re-orientation 

, hich wi11 ontinu to b fran 11·ht with much clan: r and u11ha1 pin·. : for man-
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kind " ill la t far b yond our pre ent generation. 
What I am tr ing to a i that our live· a American J w. have now fallen 

m the w 11 1- 10wn patt rn of l rael': mill nnial e.~I eri nee in Dia ·para. For a 
ime we wer able to regard ur elv a. different. But America it elf ha b ome 

far I different, far l rem y <l, and far 1 i olated from the Old World. 
It i no long r a di tant Janel n th rim of a va oc an. It i now the cent r of 
th world. litically, economically and culturally it i now enme hed in a common 
de in • with the r t f the world. And \m rican J w al o have om to har , 
h " v r r ,1uctantly he omm n and ine · apabl de tiny of their fellow Jews in 
the re. t of the worl<l. ~\n unfailino- rul in hat mill nnial e.'"p rience of our people 
ha been that in n rmal time of political and con mic tability, of peace and 
pro. perity we are not 0 reatly annoyed. \Yh n condition bee me di turbed and 
ttn . ettl d for what Yer r a on. w are snclcl nl • and ·ever Jy menac d. 

1\11 the literature on anti-~ emiti ·m of re ent y ar -and it ha been con
. id rable, and ome of it v ry ruclit • and cientifi -ha yielded 110 bing more 
Io. itive and illuminating than this. Anti-Semitism has been tracked dO\ n b., 
cholar to it la t peen ative retr at. Iany a profound explanati n for it ha. 

be n °-iYcn but unfortunat ly an e. ·planati m i. not ) et a luti n. 

Readjustment and Community Organization 

Fo11owinrr th \ ar , ·c hall he l· pl bu y for. tim undoin tl1e mi chief which 
the Yirulen - azi-in, pi reel pr pa 0 anda f r cen y c r \1 ill ha e accompli hed in 
thi • country. bu y a: it w r di . infecting th hum n mind. Thi · will prove a job 
of n mean pr portion . 'IL r after we hall proc d to make the nece . ary ad
ju tm nt to the mnrc "normal'' form · of prejudice without . p nclino- to much 
time and thouo-ht upon th· . ubje t-a pr - ccupation n ith r ati f yino- n r 
edifying-and ·we hall tnrn onr a·tcntion to the more con tructiYe ar a f J wi -h 
life. Vle ha e long ago been aclmoni h d by ur a(T not to b crve the wind too 
clo 1y I t \ • fail to . ow. nor to rc~·anl th loud - \ ith too I llt ·h c nc rn 1 t 
we fail t rca1 . 

\\' will , t I tryin~r to find a . oluti 1 for anti-~' miti ·111 and we will r c ncile 
our ·elve t a onclition. \ 'e will of our ·e join for ·e with all th I ment 
in our p pu1a ion which worl· for th pre er ati n f th ha ic tradition f 
.\merican democracy. \\' hall be p rti n of a11 that i · ar un<l u and \l ill ·hare 
a fully a. we ·hall be p rmilt d in the c mm n lif . :\' v ill c n inu to re i t 
th for e of <larkn • and di .Tup~ion in nr otmtry. \\' will not urr n<lcr th 
h p f a futttr \ hich " ill a hi ve in practic , ·hat ha. b n project d in d clara
tion but Jike the I . iah id a am 1w our people w hall thin},. of it with h pe 
1 ut al o \ ·ith a a ·in CT m a nr f :k 'l tici . m. \\' e ·hall act a pe pie , h ha 
finally matured and \ ·ho do not attempt to c ·cape into cl Ju i 11 or lf-d Ju ion . 

1 . matur' and r :p n ih I ·opl • . hal1 c ntim1' ur eff rt: to r ~;arnz 
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our community life efficiently. \Ye are not unorganized no, . In fact w, ar • O\ l'r 

organized. Thi · is not unnatural. )ur cunmmnity i. larg •. It~ origin~ ar liv r. e 

and manifold, it intcrc:t , arc yari I. 4 \ ~· a p oplc, from th • d;~y: of l\lo:e: on, 

we ha e ne,· r b en e. pecially di:tingui. hed eith T for clucilit) or tractihility. \\' 

alway ha\' had rn r candidat • • furl ad r~hip than fl r ]i:-;cipl ·: hip. But we :hall 

neverthele , contint1 t worl· ,ut plan: ancl m thocl: for better organization and 

proper coll ctive acti 11 an 1 , hall continn to learn th•· r ·quirt>d di . cit line-, of 

J c,,ri h community life. 
Thi do n t m an that w . hall . tri\· to achiev • . o-call •cl "unity" in \meri

can I -ra I. Thi · ·]o<ran of '"Jcwi ·h unity" ha: b en on >f th m >: t mi . I ·ading ant 

di ruptive one · in Am ri an J ·wd1 Ji f e. 11..,-ery organi1:atilJ11 . eel-ing to maintain 

a pecial-priYilege po ·ition, CY ry \' ·nal champion of a minority point of \ i '\ . 

unwillino- to ubrnit t) th judgment ,f th majurity, e\'eryo 1 • , h11 out of a:

~imilalioni - t ncl n ie. att ·mpt to hold cl<)\vn .. \merican J ewi: li !if to a minimal 

program. ha h It red him:clf behind thi .. 1ogan. ro p •op • uf iv· mil1ion ::--oul-., 

an wher in the world i • ··unified n the ba i i .. u • whi ·h aff ·ct ih Ii f . )nly 

dictator. hip can achieve uch a . peci u - unity of a ·tion- ncver of thought- all(l 

·ertainly not for any long time. It is n t unity, hich i_ c: ~cntial, hut oryani:;atio11, 

dem cratic organintion in which all point , of vie, can frncl tht:ir I ·gitimat • 

pre ~ ·ion ancl by mean. f which he maj ri y an Ir per y rec ·i\· it authority to 

. I eak and act f r the ·ntir rnrnmmit . l\lim ril iC'. in J '\ ·i~h Ii f • ha\'· th ' right 

t l h arcl. to rg-anizc and o advocal' their p in . f Yi •w. 'I hcv han· 110 right 

t p ak a: 1 f the • re1-,rc. entr I th majority or to ·ti ol ag e and di . rupt dTort. at 

or0 anintion in the ho1>e of l-..t·e1)i1w th· nnJ· ori tv from e.·erci ·ino- it · ri 1,-htful 
~ ::-, .J ..... ~ 

authority or of pre. <.T\ ing for them: •]y ·: a ::--pc ·ial slallt!', and \" •...:t ·d privil ·g ' ·. 

The organiza ion of Jewi-.,Ji mmunity 'oun il. whi ·h began in mr country 

. om, year-, ao-o, repr •. c11t ·d a clear insight and a :ound approach to an adequate 

c r~anization of 1\mcrica11 Je\'i h life. I do not know h ,w far the: ·ouncil hav 

I rngr ,. -= •d in n.· • n years, either in m1rnh ·r or in the ·. ·ten. ion of th ·ir area: >f 

op •ration in th ·ir rr:-.pccti\· rnmmuniti • . 'J h • f urlhcr organization of th· ,. com

munity councils, local y arnl nationally, i. clearly th· direction in which :\m ·rican 

J ,, ry . hould move, i [ 1t r ·all • int ncl. t) organiz it. ·If on a . ati::..fa tory, p ·rm

anent and democratic ha i~. and if it wi . he · to frc it. ·lf :om da • of th· num ·rou 

,·ompcting- organi.,ation._ whkh toclay clutter up th· c ·n •. all of whom l r :um to 

·p ak for ,\m ri an J wry and non· of whom ha · ' \ ·r r(' ·i\ cl a pro1 ·rl vali

< lat ·d mandate. 

American Jewish Conference 

\n th r at empt at pr p r ommunal r ·anization on a national : cal • wa: 

made ]a. t . plemh r. \. an m rg ·11 . m a ur >, a nati mal conkrcn e wa: con

\'Ok cl. of r pr .--, (. ntativc: of national organization . and of dcmo ·rati ·ally cl ·c ·d 
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• mmunity repre. ntativ to p ak f 1r ~\m ri an J wry in thi critical p ri d f 

the war 011 all matt r: affrctiug J wi ·h li f in I o t-war ettl ment,. It wa • an 

arne t and mmc11clablc ffort. and . \mcrican J wry r . I ncl cl to it in a r mark-

abl <l r . The con f ·r nc cl 'J11 tLtra ·cl that ~r at '.->C ti 11 of ~ \m rican J v ry 

had matur cl uffici ntly , ·elcomc and a ·c pt th· di. cipli11e~ of ,r?"aniz d om

m unity li f . But it aL o cl ·mnn trate<l that th r • ar group· and organization~, 

whi h ar n t yet r ·acl • for a truly cl mocratic organization f \merican J i h 

lif . Th hr up. or th ir . pol· m n mtLt ith r ha\· it th ir own way or lik 

p vi. h hilclr n th , , ill not pay. Th ir approach i 011 ithcr of dominati 11 or 

. c • i >i1. 1Iany .p ion. ar:•um ·nt. \\. T n. eel hy th v : igial ligarch • ·ho 

f rm ·rly held way but ,vhom the p oplc'. great a :--embl) r fu • cl t follow anct 

\ ·lw ram t fear th di memh ·rm nt of th ir littl ·mpir •. to jtt"ti fy th ir uni

v r:ally cond nm cl . c .... i n and to cli. er clit the cm f r nee. It , ·a· a m ·lanch ly 

sp •clack. ntl ·1~111 w; 1<, l'1l ·d by th ·m at the election 1w1.chincr> which had b n 

. ·t ttJ with th ir own concnrn·nc • t . 1 ct h <1 l g, tc.. 'I h fact f th matt r 

of ur. i that r :Tarclle of what Jectoral n achin ry \ ou cl have t up, 

.r ., v·ded it wa not purpo el devised to throw the el ction t a minority, th 

lecti n: w ukl haw r ·.·ulted in appr _·imat ,1y th . am kind of a repr ntation. 

It wa al o argu cl tha in mat <·r of prin i1 le on· c, nn t ompr mi and th r -

f r on mu t withdraw. But a rrr up or a part_ loe not c mpr mi . it, prin-

ipl . if it r main in an v ·r-all cl 111, era ti 'al1y ·011. i nt cl l dy but cl clar it 

oppo ition to the cl ci ion of the majorit) and 1 •n ain • fr c to adyo at it: prin-

·ipl .. Thi. 1 of the , cry e . en ' f h • <lemc n. i l r (lur . 

A Deliberative Body 

Th .\merican J ·wi.h nnft'r n e, aiter earn t and th ughtful cl lib ration, 

.·pre .. d it ] f \ ·ith rt'marl ·ah. agr cm ·nt. in m . t in tan 'C. with unanimity. and 

on th· m r ntrm r ial . nhj t • 1 y a Y te . o Iarg that th tru mind f th 

<w rwh lmino- majori ty wa. m t Icf in clouht, on th ba. i i . u whi h c nfr nt ·ct 

. \m ·ri ·an • ncl \ orld J ·, ·ry. n . cu w rk. pn. t- \'ar r ·habilita t ion ancl th • up

building of th J wi. h • ational I I om . It indicat cl what our obj ctiYe • w r , ancl 

in a er n ral way. what . hould h' cl m t achi '\' • th m. In • ck ing th on f rcn, 

fu11y . rY ·cl it. purp ·c.· . '1 ho. ' wh ha l ~·p t cl th ·onf r n t 1 c m th 

<lay by cla • fun 'tioni11° a 0 rnry to ·arry out in practic all th work of re ·cu, and 

r hal ilitation and th ftt)) impl nwntation ( f the Pal stin pr >~ram fail cl to 

r alize that the conf r nc Io •. eel n ith r th' machin ry nor th finan . n r 

h pr nn 1 f r uh r .p n. ihility, n r did th' c n. itn nt r<ranizati n· \: i.h it 

t und rtak r t . upplant th ir fun ·tion .. Th c n f renc, wa to hay been and 

. ho tld ha\'e r ·main cl a con ultativ and lelih rati\'c not a functioning- and .·c u

tiY • bod •. It v a. int nd d a a great . ounding board and a cl ·arincr h u e of 

\m rican Jc,·i h th ught on Yi al J wi h l r 11 ·m . ~·hr• I i di ally th .c c ul<l 
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b di cu eel and clarified, wh r ur maj r actiYiti • nlcl h, apprai ·ed. whcr<' 

n w pro(Trarn could h proj t 'd wh r • the attitude· of go,· ·rnment. tm ·ard 

our problem· ould b' rcYi ·wccl, ancl , her· th' coll 'tiYc , ill f , 111 ri an J \i ry 

could find authoritative ·.·pr ssion-not on tbe ha~i >f any nw11olithic unit1 hut 

on the onl., po· ·ib] ancl Parliamentary ba. i: )f majority opinion. Thi:. ~ ,u will 

r 'all, wa the original purpose f the con f ·rence a.~ deli 11ecl at t hl' pr foni nary 

m cting which wa: held in Pitt. burgh in January 1c 43. and al ·o in the official ·al 

for it · or<.,.anization. Th c m f renc ,vas "to con. id ·r and rl' ·o 11111<.·nil act ion on 

probl m relating to th right. and . tatu. of Jew: in th' po:-- -, ·, r , •orlcl'' and "to 

con id r ancl r c nnmencl acti n upon all matt •rs lo()l-ing to the 1rnpl '11ll'lltatio11 of 

the right: f th J 'wish p opl with rt!--pect to Palestine." It wa: only Jail r 011, 

and a a r :ult f th t rriblc urg 'ncy which made ihl'lf mani i e:--t ti, 1-c. rue Ettrnp •;111 

Jewry fr m e~· rmination that that prohkm of re cue wa • ad<1 ·d to the agt'11cla 

of th conference ancl h confer ·nc' wa clurgccl, ·ith e.·<.·ru i ·e ,llld admi11i. trative 

duti fur which it wa. not prepar ·cl or ·quipped. The con f • ·<.·nee :en· ·d well ih 

rio-inal purp :e. It . hou]cl me ·t . oun again to ~ttrn·y th· J ·, ·i. h )H' it inn, to r ·

,·i w ,,·hat tran pir cl during thi~ fateful year. and to ~i ,e dir • ·ti 111 fur iuture 

action wherever need cl. Litt] foxe: hav' be ·n hu. i]y ; t work t 1 \·i11g· t() . poi! thi: 

vm ·ard which \mcric<1n bracl ha: planted. The c Jiltle i11 ·t·. hould have th ·ir 

littl tail~ scorched. 

Post-War Problems 

I belie,·c that th r arc th c prin ·ipal ta+. \\ 11·c1 fac' . mcri ·an J ·wry to< ay . 

. \: the war approach·: it : ]ima.·, and th pro:p •, • of pea·· h" ·r,nw:- bright, m n 

and nation ar turning tlieir attention. m )f and more to l Ian~ for th· po. t-, ar 

world. 1 \'cry r '.'}Hllbihl • 0 o ·ernmcnt ha:. for . om ' tin e 110 • he<·n cl ra wing np 

i>lu prin : for p 1. t-war c ·0110mic. political and :ocial n .. •cr111. trnrtion. J t :h lllld 

al:o h th part (If wisdom for us J '\\". , to plan ottr po. t-war ta:k:, <.·v ·n though at 

the m< mcut '('are. till dc('p1y en°ro :eel in th' IH' e: ·try \,·orl· oi re. ·m· and re1ief. 

Ev ·ryon' rcaliz<': that 1·.uropean Jewr • wi]I cm •r(I" from t 1 • war phy. • ·ally 

ra ·;wed and : ·riou:.1 y <h•pl ·: ·cl hot h in numbers ancl re. mu- 'L . I ◄ inancial and ma

terial aid 1Vill ht' r , uir<'cl for a cnnsid ·rahle time a ft ·r th ' \';ar to hca] th· \ ounds 

whi h the war infli 'll'<l, ju. t as aft 'r th la. t war 011 y on a mu ·h largn . cak. 

f cw. in th \\·ar- trich·11 roentries will hav • :pC'cial a 1el pcrn1iar problems of their 

o n v·hich rill ha" tn lie m ·t by upplcmen tar/ aid giv 11 t I them 1 th ·ir ft !low 

Jc v: in o her parts f th· world. Thi . \ iJl h • our fir t ta ·-to :ah ag •. to r ·lmild 

whatewr can b r built, to reunite hrol ·cn famili , to r '- •. ·tbli l. . ha ·r ·cl om

muniti 
Th re\ ·ill al:o h • a lar,r uprooted J '\ i ·I population. a fl, ating population of 

human mi: •ry . ·eking- n w horn·. m a world whi 'h \ ·ill h • i11ho pitahk to immi

rrrati n. Th world wa. inhu:pitab1 t J , i. h immicrration bdor • tl.i: war. ur 
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refugees knocked at a hundred d or and onl: a few ver op ned and tho e few 
to admit a pitifully mall number. ur own country failed to u e v n it urdilled 
immigration quotas to admit our r hwee -, and , c are now con ent to appeal for 
•• free port " to be e tabli hed on our hore - for the t mporary refuge and o
journing of refugee , ho will ha\' t move n af tcr the war-where to? There is 
no r a on to a ume that the world will b mor ho pitable after the \'Var, when 
mo t countrie wm be faced with -eriotL conomi problem of their own, problem , 
of conv r -ion from war-time to peace-time e onomy demo} ilizatin debt and un
employment. 

It i y ry d ubtful whether the orio-inal homeland , fr m which the ·e reftwee 
came will wi h to welcome th m back. Pr bably no official oh -tac1 - will be put 
in their way. The p litical imate after the war will no permit it. But in actual 
practice it will be extreme]~ diffi ult f r th e r ufo-ee • to return to their former 
home or po ition . Their po ition and job and their c mm rcial and indu trial 

tabli hment will have been ccupied not by th i1wacl r , but by the native popu
lation. In many place th y will haY ]itt e to go back to but cl ccrat d cemeterie . 

Example of Poland 
The r cent confidential report made b a go, rnment envoy from th official 

Poli h ncler round to the P li . h J n m nt-in-E ·il i. a traw which ·how 
in wha directi n th wind are blowing. The rep rt ha not been acknow]edg cl 
officially but one hould not on that a count di cred1t h. It warn that repatria
tion f J , , would be r arded with ho ·tility by the Poli ·h popu1ation. ''"I he 
populati n w ulcl c n ider the ma .. : r -immi ration of the Jew 1, t a a r turn to 
th ir pre, i n • p iti n ·, but a. an in a .ion again t whi h it would d f nd it elf 
ven in a phy ical manner. The n n-J wi ·h population ha taken over the po i

tion f h J \i in th t wn - and citie • and in a larcre part f P land it i vid ntl 
a change which bear a haracter of finality." Thu' the r p rt c ntinu : 'The 
rrovernm nt do w 11 in r a urino- th publi pini n f the " oriel that th r \ il1 
be no anti- emiti m in Poland. but anti- miti m will not e.-i ·t in oland 111) if 
the Jew wh cap d fr m the p o-rom I not nd aY r to return en ma . e to 
Poli h citie and town .'' Thi r port maintain that • the c untry e onl ne 
\ ay out of thi difficult ituation namely that th Ii h Governm nt h ulcl in 
due time, po ibily immecliat I tak the initiative in th r ation of a national 
home for the J , . ' H ucr e t - a nati nal h m m wher in ◄ a t rn ◄ ur p . 
Pale tine i not favored b cau • it i too r , cl d, t r ti and evok n
fli t with the _ rah v orld." 

That there i a great elem nt f truth in thi - rep rt t u hir. the entiment. 
of the Poli h p pulation to Jewi ·h repatriati n no well-informed p r n, r mem
bcring the inten it of Poli . h anti- emiti m befor th \i ar can cl ubt. n for-
tnnat ly the ntim nt ar pr bably not limit d t P 1 ~. . It i probably tru 
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of the p pulation of most of th o 'Cttpi d countri :.. from which J cw: ha vc fl d-
lovak , Croat , l\fao-yar - R umanian:-, not to sp ak of ; •rmatb and ,\ll'·,tria11-... 

The remainino- J cw of Enr pe will £incl th m. elve: aft r th • wai· in tlw mid:t of 
err at t n ·ions and hitt T nomic com1 etitiun . . 'I he e ten:ion . i l d and gr ·w 
in in ten ity in th ' y ·an, fo11owing th ' last ,, ar. Th 'Y \\'t•r • not relieH·cl hy th • 
formal grant f it·zen ·hip or ven of minority rights. It ,,i11 b' no differ ·11t at 
the clo e of thi , ar. 

One can nol know how many J , : will r main in ·entral and Ea: krn l•:urope 
aft r the war, nor how many of them win have to he t ransplant<·cl (•l. ·wh<. n·. rn •r 
yet how man who fled , ill r <1uir r pratriati m to other land . . I hlt it ·an readily 
be a· ·urned that th re will be larcr numb ·rs wh > will " ·d rn·w huml'. a11d t hal m· ,. 
horn . will not b available for large munher.. 

Role and Status of Palestine 
Pale tine alone off r a ·ound and re~disti - pro:--pc t for ,na . ..,_ ra1c Jcwi:lt 

immigration provid d th political b rri r , hich th mat clator • pow r ha . illegal} • 
er ct d are remO\ cl. In Pa1e:tine th J \ i. h p , 1 l njo • an int rnationa1ly 
reco rniz d and uni 1ue tatu - thal f a pc >plc in it: own national hom •. Th 
nation of th world r • h'ed aft r th last ·ar that Pale. tine hall become a p1a ·e 
for 1ar<Yc-.~ca]c J wi ·h imrnirrration, and in,:-;tru ·tc I th Ianda 1ory ( ;on.'rnm ·nt 
to fa ilitate uch irnmi 11ration into the country. 'l h' c1 nntry i. r ·adi ·d lo r(' iv· 
additional ma ·· imrni<1 ration and the \ i. hu\' i: eager to w ·kom' it. It i. th • cl •ar 
ta~k of Je ·.i . i ::it , l•. man. Lip a tli: tirn · t 1 ) in .1. 1 Lhat tl1e ilJ•g;t} <>h tade-, whirh 
ha,· b ·en put in the , ·ay of thi immicrration lr- comp] 'l ,}y r ·mon-<1, that he 
work of 111,huilding tl ·mmtry b • not int ·1-rupt ... d, that th' righ " of the j<.'w. to 
a 1uir Ian cl for ·olonization b' not re. tri t •d, ancl that lh • J ·, i. h , \grnc ·, recog
niz ·cl in the Iandatc .. •, he given power to plan dir ·cl a1Hl control th· new immi
g-rat ion into the country. It has no\ matured to a point wh ·r it an nncl ·rtal · 
t hi . r •. p n:ibility and it i. th· nly ag ·ncy vhich i. 1v iJling to a . unw . twh a r -
. p 11. ihilit '. It i th ta 1· of J \\i h . tat._ man. hip at thi tim' t in. i t that th 
iull right: oi tlic J ·v.-i~l1 I C()plc . hall be impl ·ment ·cl. \\ hat wa. int ·ncl ·d hy the 
nations of th· , ·orlcl , ·h > agr • ·cl to th Pal . tin Ian lat 1, what \! a: inknclul l y 
th tat sm •n of ·r at Britain an l th nit d .·tat· · , ho father ·cl th icka h ·f< r • 
th v•hittlino- J>roces: hcn;m at the hand. of the Briti: h 'olonial ( )fjj ·c and th ;y .. ~ 

Pa] ·st inc J\dministration. was cl ·arly th rr ·atiun of a J e,"·i:h ·ommonw 'ahh. 
l t wa th ju t and '"i. , ·oluti n th n. It is the ju ·t and \ ·i. s Inti n now. Th 
J wi:h Tali nal II m i • now r ady to a:. um th· . talus whi h , •a: originall • in
t n<l d for it in the I al four 1 laration and th Iandat '. Thi. i not th • tim • nor 
the ca ion to uiv a 1 '. ·po iti n of Zi ni m. But v 1 • r . p n:ibl J ·~ i. h ) ·a 1 ·r 
and c mmun. 1 w rl· r ow : it l him 1 f an 1 t hi I opl at thi . pr - min nt and 

riti al juncture in our hi: ory to r ·:iliz foll • ne fart. \\ e may .~ t't a . ide for th· 
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mom nt the nee • ity and d irability f r buiklincr ur nati nal lif in o tr anc ·tral 
home in or 1 r t n rmalize our ·tatu a a pe ple am ncr the peop1 - of the world. 
\ ·e may al o ·et a:icl for th· mom nt the b neficent reaction which a r ,1 rn 
J ewi h Pale ·tme will ha Ye upon the . pi ritual and cultural Ii fe of ~he Dia pora, and 
all other coo- nt and valid argument· for Zioni m. on ·idering oniy the immecliat 
ta k of re cuino- o-r at number ~ of our p ple and of findino- a home f r th m in 

ale tine, it ~hould be clear that that taJ{ can b accomp]i -h 0 d only if our nati nal 
claim· to Pale tine and the hi tori cal c nnection f th J ewi h people with al tin , 
which were internati nally acknowl cl r d a 1uart r of a c ntury ago are not denied 
or rejected no, . For on purely humanitarian gr un I· we hay~ one ca e acrain t 
the \ 1 hite Paper. If a]e,._tin i ju ·t another country where we haYe no p cial 
. tatu and n pccial right.. then it may well b arcrued tha it ha already clone 
more than it· har tm ·arc!· hclpin,. J e ~:i ·h refug , far more than other countrie~ 
many tim • ize • and . \ral> 1 a ler and Pal ·tinian admini . trators and officiaL 
of th ol ffic hav b en quick to point thi out. 

To a i ·t in th e tabli-;hmcnt of the Jewi ·h a ional Home which ha now 
entered upon it final pha • of fulfi11m nt i tlm~ the ·econcl great tasl· c n fr nting 

meri ·an J e\ ry. 

Cultural and Spiritual Rehabi 1litation 

Ther is a third ta k.. ur people will emcrrr from thi: , ·ar not only ph_·-
_~ica11y but al ·o pirituall ' Ji~ ken and rav. • d. 'I he ·piritua 1 ll st uc tir,n of 
Europ ·an J e,, ry ha ~ b en a disa. tr n a· the phy "·i al. 1 Jany old uu r • of J ewi~h 
life haYe been de troyed . l\fany cultur l and refrrion in . tituti n: fr m v hich 
\vorlcl Jewry dre v strenrrth and :u tcnance, many school.- ancl a aciemi~:-. have b en 
:wept a·way and their sclwbr· and . tud ·n.: h ·e been either :.ain or _ .altered. 
''That which ha fal n i • mor than that which r ~main: standin~r." 

In 1917, thr million Jc, in th . 'uyict Cn:,,n were i:-.olatcd from th re. t 
of world J ,, ry and the ·p·ritnal ancl cultural tradition f l 11 -- ian Je\·ry c 'a -eel 
t flow in o th hann 1· of ,·urld Je\,i . h lifr. ~·inc 193,-. th" r t uf l'..uropean 
Jewry ha b en ru ·h cl. \'orl<l Jewry t day fac : a piritual cri~i • of appallin,r 
prop rtion . It i there£ r not enough t plan for th • 1 h . i al r habilitation of 
our people aft r the war. \\ nm t al o 1 lan for our ult ual and :piritual r -
habilitation-how to l·eep alive the . pirit f I rael the li ht f J C\\ i ·h th uaht an 1 
the torch of J ewi h I arnina, ho,\· tn :--af cruanl onr heritag- whi h alon g1y • 
di 0 nity and di tin ti n to our liY at d m anino- to our millennial nffcrino-. how t 
Yitalize tho in tituti n, , ·hich ha\' pr rYed th thica1 and r ligion • ideali m 
of J udai m for our. eh· and for ma11H11cl. 

ur ance t r \ re content and proud to carry th " \' I ha' 
burd n of their heritage, becau c they \J • ... r c n inc ·cl that it contain 
.·qui . itel) preciou. and no 1 and Yita t th ir .- ah·ation and to th 

ru ha, the 
cl _ methin~ 
. ah·ation of 
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the world. 'I'hu their fru trati n were not wantinrr in omp n. ati n.. ur chil
dren and tho· who come after th m will al: hav t carry th :am· hmdcn. But 
v ill they know why, r wh r for ? 

ur youth i • not imperiou.· to th a11 ·al of ittr ancient faith and it: gforion: 
tradition . Fr m army carn1 s and battl fr nt • com, abundant tl':timuny that th ir 
h art· ar ao-er and their min l. ar op ·n t{ re· ·i vc the me:. age of J udai. 111. 

P rhap w ntering an ag when our peopl, may again . JH rienc • not a 
famin of [)read, nor a thirst of w.ll 'r, but of h aring the , ·ord of the l ,ord- a11d 
lhey hall e l· it. 

Only tvo great cent r· of Jewi h lif' now remain Pak. tine ancl ,\mcrica. 
The American J wi ·h community j • nm th larg •. t in th· world. Th' iuturc of 
J ewi. h i fc n a cal and >f a 1uality worthy oi our g-reat pa.,t will cleprnd t1I1 

what w do here. \ ·e cann t for ,·er li\·e on our pa t and ··11a11qt1 t upon borro\\'
itw.'' \Y mu t begin to er at va1tt : of our m ·11 in thi.- c11u11try t'\Tll a. our p •nple 
did in ev r • great center v:h r they li\'ccl in th pa. t. ~ ·owh · rL' did our an· •-,tor: 
regard th m. eh·e • a. ··a pi c of ::,lttbhorn antiquity,'' to u. e ( ·1iarles I iamb'. phnt e. 
strange1y embedded in an alien ao-e. but rath ·r a: a vital. cha k11~i11g ancl molding
spiritual force in v ry ag and clim . 

Turning to Men of t he Spi rit 

~\. quickly a: circum. anc '. will permit, t11 dirrc iu11 of our inter•. t: and 
the mpha. is of our a ·ti viti ·: . hnuld 1, shift ·cl from ·k 0 l1H>. ynary to the educa
tional, cultural and :piritua1. Fortuna ely w • liav' h. • now a Imo. t our full quota 
of orphanage.-, ho:pital~. h nil'. for th lg cl and )thcr 11 ·c •.-, ary philanthr >pie 
mstitution . } J re J ·wi. h genero:ity and inteHigen ·' ha • hnilt w 11 ancl ad ·quat ·ly. 
Bul our religious, cultural :t1H . pi ritual Ii f • ha.' been langui . h~ng. . cit her our 
older people nor oLir ye ung<. r p oplc are cxperienring J 11clai m a:- a dir ·rtiv for ,e 
in their liv . :i\1 an • 1,f our a·-] •:1ckrs \ ·h, hav cli _1i11 11 11i . heel th ·m. ·1v . in 
philantl ·, p; • activit',:: • !om, if c n. tah a vital part in the J ropagation of our 
faith, or in th purpo~ s ancl actiYiti l f our J wi:h edu ·ational in~titution.. l an 
of th s la -1 aclcrs seldom if vcr nt ·r a ·ynagogu . Th y ar' of it, hut not in it. 
. o Jcwi h commtmit,- can 1 mg :urviv on philanthropy a one. or l>ll fi~Tbtin<r anti
. ·emiti ·m. Jt. . piritnal and ultural Ji f nm. t b nnrtnr l. nr fat lwr taught t1.~ 

the . trat ~ry of . urviva1. In ·wr gray· ri:i..; th ·y turn ·cl not to th ·ir . ta •. m ·n. 
(J n ral • or philanthropi. ts, h ll to th ·ir :cho ,lm ·n and to th ·ir teacher:. ·1ie11-
cver ,nc cent r of J wi h life "a. cl· ·troyccl it was th· m ·n of th' :pirit and of 
1 book rh carri • l th· n' ·<1 f national urvival t the nt..·w ·ntcr. 

The la ·t f w ck ·a<('. hav of nee :sity hann I ·d mo~t of our n ·rgil'~ and 
inter•. t • in o th· imm ·c!1a ely nr ~ ·nt ta k. of r ·Ii ·f and r '. u . \ \' • nm. t ·o 11 

b gin t r di r t our nergi . into the m r p itiv • and con lnt tiv • channel of 
J v i. h c mmnnit lif . 
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Faith in the People 
I believe that we hall live up to the challenge of the e three great ta ·k whic1 

confront u . I have an abiding faith in the capacity f our people t rise to it 
great emergencie , in it o-eniu to di cover the mean , the method and the m 11 

adequate to m et emergencies, in it - inexhaustible i1wentiYene an l adaptability 
and it unquenchaqle will to live. 

Dr. I smar Elbogen conclude hi great book rec ntly publi h d called ". \ 
Century of Jewi h Life'' with the e word · : 'Through all the moral and piritual 
cri e of the la t hundred year we haven t gi\'en up onr identity. \\' ha ·av d 
our faith, aved our moral , ave<l our mental faculti . Bettered from all ide , 
we were capable of giving to the world ome of the o-reat t luminarie • of the 
period. v ·e don t de pair! long a I rael believe , Israel will not peri h ! \V 
tru t in God, and we go on." 

1\'len who can die a bravely a the ghetto Jew of \;\·ar aw and who can build 
a magnificently as the pioneer Jew of retz i rael b lono- to a deathle s race. 
We are of that race, and omethino- of their pa ion and power and faith ancl 
tenacity i with u and we :hall hare their imm rtalit ,: 
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General Information 

ANNOU CEMENTS-.\nnouncements for po ting on the Conference 
Bulletin Bo rd, i1 lu ion in the Conference Clipslieet o.r communication 
to e _ion of the Conference hould be transmitted to the Secretary in 
, -ritina a far in ad\·anc a po ible. The hotel management will accept for 
p .. ing n it bull tin b ard nly uch items as have been cleared , i h 
th r ary. 

BULLETIN BOARD- otice of Conference events not scheduled in 
thi Proo-ram , ill be po t d daily on the official Bulletin Board in the lobby 
f th ta l r Hot L D legate hould consuH the Bulletin Boa.rd frequent~y. 

CONFERENCE CLIPSHEET-Following the practice of the pa t 
, • ral y ar th Con£ rence will publi h a daily bulletinJ Conference Clip
slz ct from edn day ... fay 17 through Saturday, lay 20. Copies will ~ 
a ailable bef re the 8 p.m. e ion each vening. 

EXHIBITS- cau. e f the difficulty of tran portation and other 
th nferenc hibit will not be held thi 

: ar. ra n ith _e ... ational ssociation of J wi h 
n r \ or· r and 1 ... -ational Coun il for Jewi h Education th Con-

ha ak n a ho h at the tional nf rence of Social Work. D le-
rho r main for he a ional Co f rence are in ited to vi it our booth 
Public u it rium. 

INFORMATION-D I a ar in it d to con ul the taff at the 
Inf rma ion k r ardin<Y C nf r nee e sions or activitie which may not 

li t cl in thi Pro ram. The information ta.ff which ha b n pro ·id d 
thr u h the c urt ' th Lo al .. rran ment Committe , will al o be 

t an \ • r qu ti n and 1 , information to d legate and their gu t 
• b ut ,. nt and 1 lac of i1 r t in Clev land. 

M IL A D TELEGRAMS-Th R • ration D k , ill r civ mail 
t 1 gram and m f r • d ate in el ~h r than at 
h ·atl II o 1. It can, J a n n ibili y for deii ery. 

D th r for r 1u t d to call at the rati n De k f r uc 1 

1 at 1 a t 1 c ach day. 

I IG ROOMS-In addition t th Hot 1 tatl r, m ting f 
antl it a ociat d <YfOU ill be h ld in the plac s li tcd 
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b lo~•. D I gates are urged to not nc ti,ig plac s car f ul/ and t allow 

uffici nt time to r ach th hall b fore the h <luled h ur f h • 1 n. 

map of dO\ ntO\ n Cl v land i print d on pa "18 f hi pr ran . 

Hot 1 Cle eland .................................................................................. Publi quare 

Hotel Holienden ............................................................ uperior • . at 6tl t 

Hot 1 Car er .................................................................... Pro pect - • . at 9th t. 

Hotel Allerton .......................................................................... h t r and 13th t. 

Friedland J wi h Educational C nt r ............................ 10501 Ea t B u] ar<l 

Iontefi re Home ................................ 3151 fayfi Id Road I land H i h 

NOMINATIONS AND VOTING-The ommitt e n omination 

ha r ported it r commendation to the m mber of th onf r nc in 

accordance \ ith the pr i ion of th By-La\i . Ilall t ha• b n mail d 

to all m mb r of the Con£ r 1ce wh are in od tandin und r th pro

vi ion of Arti 1 of the Con titution. '1 m ers , ,h ha • n m il d 

th ir ball t t th Confer nc offic may d p it th ~m with h 

until 8 p.m. aturday, ~ lay 2 . ... 1 mb r , ·h h • a·u th ir du f r 1943, 

but who ha e no recei • d a ballot may obtai1 01 e upon p ym nt f 1944 

du b f re 8 p.m. aturday lay 20. 

e ult of he ballotina , ill be ann unc . d at the Bu in f the 

Conf r nee on unday, l\lay 21. 

O FFICE AND PRESS R OOM-The onf r 1 c fiic and Pr 

I o m i 1 at d in arl r .... 1 n h c nd I 1 or. . Ir. amu 1 Jaff 
\ 1h i in char of pu • • fo • nf . , the nal 
of J , 1i h nt r \\ ork r d 1cil for J vi ti n 
\: ·il b 0 -latl to m ct pr ~ r pr lit. th ir rork. 

REGISTRAT ON-T1 to 

• • nal on 
• C 1 ·r 

wm b 1 at tl in 
d, a 1d Thu - da 
will b I at d in 
pl do o at 01H 

- fay 17 fr m p.m. t 
9 a.n . t 6 p.m. • at 

• ati n 

for J n 
nin f -

a.m. I ritlay m rn· • 
If you lz ,.. c not r yi 

ra ill b \ dt 
10 1.m. • Tl ur c 1 anc ◄ may lay 19 

aturtl ), lay 20, fr m 7 p.m. to 10 p.m. 
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General Information 

Every per on attendina the ses ion of the National Confe,rence of J wi h 
ial \\ Hare or the General or Joint Se sion is required to register. Be 

sur to keep the Conference badge which -will be given you at the time yo 
,. gist r. Pre eutation ill be required for admissio,r, to all sessions. 

REGISTRATION FEE-The regi tration fee is twenty-five cent fo r 
paid-up m mber ~ of the ational Conference of Jewi h Social Welfare, the 

ational ... \ ociation of Je vi h Center Workers or the ational Council f, r 
J ewi h Education. on-members may register upon payment of the mini mun 
member hip f e f 2 for the a ional Conference of Jewi h Social Welfar , 
and \'ill r c iYe m mber hip card after the Conference. 

Organization m mber paying annual due in excess of 25 are entitled to 
re i t r h ·o r pr ntativ ~ at the twenty-five cent rate; agencies paying 

ar n itled to .r i t r one representative. Delegates planning to 
r i ter und r their agency membership are r:equested to bring appropriate 
r ential . 

P r on :vho are unable to attend the Conf,erence mo.re than a single day may 
obtain a cial admi, ion ticket good for that day only upon payment of 1 

r in le e ion ticket at fifty cent . 

Bona fide udent of universitie or schools of social work may regi ter 
for the C nf rence at the rate of I regardless of rnemqership. Spouse 
of regi t r d m mb r may regi ter for twenty-five cents. 

RESOLUTIONS Del ates who have re olution which they wi h 
to pr po~ for adoption by th Confer nee should submit them in writing to 

Ir. amu 1 er on Chairman of the Committee on Resolution , in advan e 
f th rn tinrr of th Committ e notice of which will be po t~d on th 
onf ren ull tin Board. Th y may be 1 ft for him at the Registration 

D k or ith th ecr tar). 

R lu io 1 o be on id red hould fall within the scope of Conferenc 
acti \·ity hich i d fined by the Con titution a follow : 

a. To pro id a forum f r the con ideration and di cu ion of probl m 
and principl of J \ i h °" e 'fare and pr grams of Jewi h ociat agenci ; 

'b. To formu at principle and program for the enrichment of Jewi h life· 

• o formulate principle and program of social and economic welfare. 

4-



General Information 

CLEVELAND RECEPTION AND ARRANGEMENTS COMMIT
T E E-- local reception committ , of .. hi h 1r. J rom Curti and 
_ Ir . njamin Levine are Co- hairmen, , ill a i t d 1 gat and th ir 
famili in planning a lei ure tim pro ram hi] in Cl v land. Del 
and th ir u t are in ited to ar Informal R c ption t nd r d by the 
land R ption and ,rrangem nt mmittee in the Pin Room of the II t 1 

ollo :ving the Fi r t G n ral c -ion on \ n ~day ·eninrr fay 17. 

TIME OF MEETINGS- Becau e of h m • ,hich ha c 
l n h uled for th five-day p ri d of the it 
hat m ting • pr n ptly at the hour ch dul cl. 
o c e h rtina to ch dul d me tinu r m 

in t 1e prorrram o a t a ·oid di t rbino- m tinrr 
men I ave cen a k d to b gin pr n cp ly ·i hout •aitinrr f r la c m r . 

Program Syni ol 

Init:a in b Id-face ty 
i 1dicat the nam of th 
oring ach 1011. T h 

l ar: 

c _ dul <l ho 1r of 
rra 1iza i n r anization 

initial and oraanization , r 
pm -

ctive-

NCJSW-National Conference of Jewish Social Welfare. 

NAJCW-National Associati n of Jewish Center Workers. 

NCJE-National Council for Jewish Education. 
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Wednesday, lay 17th 

12:00 noon ( AJCW Luncheon) 
EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 

Hotel Statler, Parlor B 

f yer E. Fichman, Pre id nt National ... s ociation of Jed~h 
Center \ orker presiding 

2:00 p.m. (I CJSW) Hotel Statler, Parlor L 
E. I· CUTIVE COMMITTEE 

I o ii Kr ft, Pr id nt, 
\\ lfar presiding 

ational Confer nee of J rvi h ocial 

2:00 p.m. ( JCW) Hotel Statler, Room 345 
CO SSION A-SOCIAL SECURITY AND DEMOBILIZATION 

hilip hiff, ~ a ional J i l \\ elfare B ard \ a hinrr on, 
chairman 

1 cti n on fo ial ecurit • 
a n, i h C nt r fi n oc1a 10n. 

c n of all plan -Fe 1, r al and local 
1 lem- f cial and n mic r adj u tmcn 

f a 

2:00 p.m. (N JC "'1) Hotel Statler, Tavern Room 
CO, M SSIO B-PA TICIPATION IN THE JEWISH SCENE 

... i ·iam R. phraim, r ~ 1 \ "H Pitt ur l clzafrman 

r 1end active p<1rtici a • f the 1a-

• h ·c r pon ibilit th n Id. 
na e, i h r anizat arc part f it 

1 po . 

2.00 p.m. ( AJCW) Hotel Statler, Parlors F-G-H 

6-

co ISSIO C-PE so AL SERVICES IN JEWISH CENTERS 

Juran L. r if r, ~ei h rhood C nt r 
tth ·~ El n. fetro Ii an C ti n 

orga11i= r 

Purp sc: T .·ami 1e omm nity ro ram d 
nc d it roup ·ork a cnci . 

Philad lphia chairman 

J H1 '' Hare ard, 

ned to meet • n 
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Wednesday, May 17th 

2:00 p.m. (NAJCW) Hotel Statler, Parlors 2 and 3 
COMMISSION D-JEWISH COMMUNITY PLANNING 

idn y imon, J ;vi h Community Council, Springfield, chairman 
Purpos : To con--id r plan of 1 cal and national J ewi h community or

anization and na ional J \\ i h repr sentative action. 
f ting rill b h ld of t ;vo ub-commi sion : 

SUB-COMMISSION ON CENTER-SYNAGOGUE RELATIONSHIPS 

1 rt L Bro\ n, Je i h F deration, Toledo, chairman 
• • n • 1 con ider such problem the relation hip of 

·n ue th on a profe ional and rganizational le yel; 
e1 ynagogue C nter in t rm of o j cti ?e , func-
la hi . •. J\1\ B; and the relatio ip of JC to 
d 

0 YOUTH ORGA -IZATIONS IN CENTERS 

, rr • C • C n er, Canton, chairman 
Thi i n .d r n hip of national J • 
rou r iz cal t tudy xi ting rela io 

and 11 • nd nd c ria for con tructive relation . 
Th i on ill include hou ing, leader hi participa-
ti n hip participation pro ram integration and the like. 

2:00 p.m. (NCJE) Hotel Statler, Parlor C 
EXECUTIVE CO MITTEE 

abbi amu 1 L lum nfield Pr id nt, ational Council for 
J \ ·i h du atio 1, presiding 

1. port- f Offic r 
2. R p rt f Committee 
3. onf r nee ommittees 

4:00 p.m. (NAJCW) . Hotel Statler, Room 345 
COMMISSION E-PERSONNEL PROBLEMS 
GROWi G OUT OF THE WAR 

\ illiam Pin ker Y {H Roxbury, cliairma,i 
Purpo : T tud_ p r onn 1 ne d in th field recruiting and training 
of ta r ab orption f former nt r 'Worker now in the armed ser 
'tee and O p r onnel for placem nt in the Center field. 

8-



Notes 

-- 9 



DAILY PROGRAM 

Wednesday, May 17th 

4:00 p.m. (NAJCW) Hotel Statler, Tavern Room 
COMMISSION F-INTER-RACIAL COOPERATION 
AND ANTI-DISCRIMINATION 

Loui e f yero,itz, Juvenile House, -ew York, chairman 

Purpose: To con ider more active cooperation of the Association wit 
her national organizations in this field. This involves a primary con

ideration of problem affecting J e~ ish group Hfe in terms of all forms 
of di crimination and the concomitant concern for all groups. 

4:00 p.m. (NAJCW) Hotel Statler, Parlors 'l and 3 
COMMISSION G-NAJCW ORGANIZATION 

Jack adel, 912nd St. YMHA, New York, chairman 

Purpose: To act a a standing commission to study the effectiveness of 
, J W, o r commend the ,expansion or contraction of its program, 

and to aid in making the organization a. more effective and repre entati e 
-profes ional ociety. 

8:00 p.m (NCJSW, NAJCW, NCJE) 

FIRST GENERAL SESSION 

Hotel Statler, Euclid Ballroom 

1 

raft r id nt, 
pr siding 

ational Conference of Jewish Social 

.. ddre 

Jo 
of \i learn 

ern , Pr ident, J ewi h W . Hare Federation, Cleveland 

Pre id nt ie age 

T 1944 , 

Kurt 

The 
m th 

hairman Joint Program Committee 

e pon i ili y of the merican Jewi h Community 
riod 

H·11 I il r The T mpl , lev land 

n inf or n r pt· on ~·ill 1 t nd r d by the le land R ception and r-ran • 
m nt ommitte ha th Pin oom imm diat ly following th· es ion. 
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DAILY PROGRAl\11 

fay 18th 

9:30 a.m. (NCJSW, NAJCW, NCJE) 
SECOND GENERAL SESSION 

Hotel Statler, Euclid Ballroom 

Rabbi amuel . Blumenfi Id, Pre ident ational Council for 
J wi h Educa ion pr siding 

Thi • ·11 d to mrnar pre n ation of tudie con-
due , c m1 itie durin the pa t two ye by 
co r 1 pha of J wi h communal int re an 
ac iv 1t n· a ack round for the di cu ion up 
m et . n. . and on Friday, fay 19, at 9 :30 a.m. 

pr nt d by a pan 1 of five peaker under he 

1. hanCT in P lation an ·n th Indu rial Character 
f th C mtnuni y 

!auric Tayl r F d ration of J Pitt~buro-h 

2. H alth and el ar ee and Pr grams 

Harold ilv r J ,i h ial er ic Bureau Detroit 

3. Group \ r and Recreation 

1iriam R. Ephraim Y _ f \ H , Pitt burgh 

4. Je ~·i h du ation Cultural and R ligiou Life 

Ben R m ncan n. for J ewi Education, e York 

5. J , i h C mm m·ty Relation Internal and Ext rnal 

Philip rn t in Council of Jewi h F deration and \ lfare Fun , 
, 1'. rl 

di cu i n ill follo . 

2:00 p.m. (NCJSW, NAJCW, NCJE) 
DISCUSSION OF COMMUNITY STUDIES 

ra • 1 • n o 
·t tu 
m it 

. t th 

12 -

ill m et to con ider t e materi 1 de
fr m the point f i w f the maj r 

r ice and th operati n f commu 1at 
roup ·ill be arrang d in uch mann r 
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Thursday, l\lay 18th 

-- ection of functional interest. Di cu ion 
\'e b en dra\ ·n from the per onnel of 1 

the community tudie . 

T e sion: 

1. "o h 

2. fan and hi- Family 

1-

he returned o d·er) 

1 r, Room 34 
11ci of J vi-h F d ration and \ elfare Fun . 

T ·em Room 
al 11 • ance, Clevelan 

ta • r C 
efug e er ?1c ew York, 

Parlor L 
Education Committ e 

atler, Parlor E 
i h F deration "\: oung to\ n, 

. Roe Room 
, elfare Federation, Dalla , 

eland, Room 34 and 36 

·i h C mmunity Council pringfield, 

oup Ho el atler, Parlor B 

• B. Ro en r . Je i h Federation for Social Sen ice. 
, , d1scu sio11 le 
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Thur day, May 18th 

8:00 p.m. (NCJSW, NAJCW, NCJE) 

DISCUSSION OF COMMU NITY STUDIES (continued) 

Tl1i i a c n inuati n o h roup di cu ion begun at 2 p.m. T 1e 

foll , ·in topi , 1 ill b ·ered: 

1. Education in the J \'i Community 

2. \ ocati nal R adju tm nt 

. J \\i h ommun· y R la ion 

r up 1 ( c 1d ion Ho tatter, Room .345 

·oup ... cond n H a ler Ta• rn Room 

r P con~ e ion Ho Parlor C 

rot p c nd Hot 1 Parlor L 

r up 0 1 ta 1 r Parlor E 

roup nd H e land, Roe R m 

Ho I • land Rom 3 and 36 

roup 1 n Ht 1 tatler Parl r D 

16 -
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Friday, ay 19th 

9:30 a.m. (NCJSW, NAJCW, NCJE) 
DISCUSSION OF COMMUNITY STUDIES (continued) 
Thi i th third and la t m ting of the eight parallel discussion group . 
Th followin ubject , ill be covered at this se sion: 
1. ar im Finan ing 
2. ommunity Int rpretation 
3. P r onn 1 and Lay Leader hip 

Group 1 ( third e ion) Hotel Statler, Room 345 
Group 2 ( third ion) Hotel Statler Tavern Room 
Gr up 3 (third ion) Hotel Statler, Parlor C 
Group 4 third ion) Hotel tatler Lattice Room 
Gr up 5 ( third es ion) H tel Statler Parlor E 
Group 6 (third e ion) Hotel Cleveland, Roe Room 
Group 7 third e ion) Hot 1 Cleveland, Room 34 and 36 
Group 8 (third ~ ion) Hotel Cle eland, Rooms 27-29-31 

12:30 p.m. (NCJE Luncheon) Friedland Jewish Educational Center 
LUNCHEON RECEPTION TENDERED BY THE CLEVELAND BUREAU 
OF JEWISH EDUCATION 

2:00 p.m. (NCJSW) Hotel Statler, Room 345 
A FAMILY CASE WORK PROGRAM IN LARGE COMMUNITIES 

Franc Tau i J \\ i h ocial ervice n., ew Y rk presiding 

The • • 1 • • tl tion hould be the cont nt 
of mily ork in a 1 om-

m ted ?" 1 be ba d con-
m ich nted by a mi t 
u th h Gen ral em ly. 

labl . 
Thi di cu ion , ill continue at 8 p.m. 

2:00 p.m. (NCJSW) Hotel Statler, Tavern Room 

1 

A FAMILY CASE WORK PROGRAM IN MEDIUM SIZED COMMUNI
TI 

J ph Galkin, J e i h Family and Children • ervice, -Provid nee, 
pr idi11g 

urr n and p t-, ·ar pr ram of ca e , ork a encies in intermedia e 

• 
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Friday, May 19th 

communiti will be con ~id r d a they relate to content cope of erv • c , 
urc f intak , per onn 1 community interpretation and participation, 

r lati n hip t other functional agencie , both private and public, and 
t F deration. Empha i in the di cu ion will be placed on exten ion 
of ervic on community-wide ba i and pecifically, ways and m an 
by which th family agency in the int rm diate community can ov r
e me the ti ma of 'charity' that has b en attached to it. 
Thi di cu ion will continue at 8 p.m. 

2:00 p.m. (NCJSW) Hotel Cleveland, Rooms 1 and 3 
A COMMUNITY SERVICE PROGRAM FOR THE SMALL COMMUNITY 

. Har Id .&; urray, Jewi h Community Center, Canton presidi11g 
Thi roup will con ider the elem nt of a de irable community r ice 
pro ram for the mall community and how it can be implemen ed. 
In thi conn cti n con ideration ill given to (a) the content of 
uch a pr ram (b) th ten ion and integration of new ervi 

(c) the relati n hip of the Jewi h g ncy to non-sectarian and publi 
a nci in th c mmunity ( d) utiliza ion of regional re ource and 
th e of nearby communi ie and ( e) the effect of the war on rela
tion hip within the J i h community. 
Thi di ii c ntinu at 8 p.m. 

2:00 p.m. (NCJSW) Hotel Statler, Lattice Room 
CURRENT PROBLEMS IN CHILD WELFARE 

Herb rt ptekar w York A n. for Jewish Children presiding 

Thi p \ ri ll c n ider th folio in problem : 
1. at ha the impact of wartime child care problem been 

wi h child car agencie ? 
2. r ult of participation in community- ide h me 

3. \ hat f ic ha tak n place and what probl m 
ari e i ? 

4. \\ hat ha Ye J ewi h communiti done about day care? 
5. \ hat mer of in • • i b ing made in vi w of the 

\\artim h f t r 
6. \ hat \ arti ati n ar in mad within in titution ? 
7. H • in war communitie m et the influx of 

n 
Thi di u i n will continu t 8 a p.m. 

20 -
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2:00 p.m. (NCJSW) Hotel Statler, Parlor E 
AN ECONOMIC ADJUSTMENT SERVICE PROGRAM 
FOR THE POST-WAR PERIOD 

Eli E. h 11 J e ·i h ccupati nal C uncil \ • York, prcsidi 1g 
• ·i "d r • • n of mic a • tment 

the the t- ~·ar 
d \ ·il n ervic ne, , 

ff ct d r . d 
, ta n p u io ·ill 

' Plar 11 pr a ecial com-
Occupational 1. 

u ion ,m continu at 8 p.m. 

2 :00 p.m. ( Hotel Cleveland,, Rooms 34 and 36 
CURR PROBL M - E · • AGED 

\ r ii 1 pr sidhzg 
• of the car 

nd m tho 
n e. mm 
11 be incl d. 
of ca e 1ork 

. p.m. and on 

2:00 p.m. (NAJCW) Hotel Hollenden, Parlor B 
SOCIAL SECURITY AND DEMOBILIZATION 

it 1 th 
unday, 

Phil" p cl • ff a ional J i h \V lfar B ard \\ a hin to1 , pr siding 

2:00 p.m. (NAJCW) Hotel Hol enden, Parlor A 
PARTICIP TIO IN THE JEWISH SCENE 

Iir1am Ephraim '!' I • H Pitt urgh, pre.siding 
2:00 p.m. (NAJCW) Hotel Hollenden, Parlor C 

INTER-RACIAL COOPERATION AND ANTI•DISCRIMINATION 
L 1i I y ro ·itz Ju ·e1 ile Hou , ew Y rk presiding 

2:00 p.m. (NAJCW) Hotel Hollenden, Cypress Room 
JEWISH COMMUNITY PLA NING-CENTER·SYNAGOGUE 
RELATIONSHIPS 

idn im n J ~.-i h mmunity ouncil, prin fi Id pr iding 
I r ro rn J w • h F deration T ledo disrns.sion I ad r 

22 -
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Friday, May 19th 

2:30 p.m. (NCJE) Friedland Jewish Educational Center 
PLANNING FOR JEWISH EDUCATION 

lexander M. Du hkin, Jewish Educ. Comm., ew York, presiding 

Di cu ion Leader : 
riah Z. Engelman, Bureau of Jewish Education, Buffalo 

Le L. Honor, Board of Jewi h Education, Chicago 
Loui Hurwich, Bureau of Jewish Education, Boston 

G neral Di cu ion 

4:15 p.m. (NCJSW) Hotel Cleveland, Rooms 34 and 36 
CURRENT PROBLEMS ON THE CARE OF THE AGED 

Jae b bram Hom for ged Jew , ew Haven, presiding 

Thi e ion will devoted to a di cu ion of the chronically ill. 

6:30 p.m. (NCJE) Hotel Allerton, Junior Ballroom 
SABBATH DINNER IN H0 1 OR OF PROFESSOR ZWI SCHARFSTEI 

(Hebrew Se sion) 

L. Ei er ur au of Je . Educ., Cle eland, toastmast r 

Pro ch rf preci • 
ai H of J h Education Cincinnati 

J ~ i h • in the P t-\\ ar Id 
Pr ·i charf t in J \ Teacher Institute, ew York 

8 :00 p.m. (NCJSW) Hotel Statler, Room 34S 
A FAMILY CASE WORK PROGRAM IN LARGE COMMUNITIES 

Franc Tau ~i J e . . erv. A n., ew York, presiding 

Continuati n of di cu ·ion b un at 2 p.m. 

8:00 p.m. (NCJSW) Hotel Statler, Tavern Room 
A FAMILY CASE WORK PROGRAM IN MEDIUM SIZED COMMUNITIES 

J ph alkin J ~- Fam. Children' erv., Providence, presiding 

ontinuation of di u i n be un at 2 p.m. 

8:00 p.m. (NCJSW) Hotel Statler, Parlors 2 and 3 
A COMMUNITY SERVICE PROGRAM FOR THE SMALL COMMUNITY 

. Har Id furra , J i h Community Center, Canton, presiding 

ntinuation of di u ion b un at 2 p.m. 

24-



Notes 

- 25 



DAILY PROGRAM 

Friday, May 19th 

8:00 p.m. (NCJSW) Hotel Statler, Lattice Room 
CURRENT PROBLEMS IN CHILD WELFARE 

Herbert ptekar, w York As n. for Jewish Children, presidi tg 

Continuation of di cu ion be un at 2 p.m. 

8:00 p.m. (NCJSW) Hotel Statler, Parlor E 
AN ECONOMIC ADJUSTMENT SERVICE PROGRAM 

FOR THE POST-WAR PERIOD 

Eli E. ohen J \ i h Occupational Council ew York, presiding 

Continuation o di cu ion be un at 2 p.m. 

8:00 p.m. (NAJCW) Hotel Hollenden, Parlor B 
PERSONNEL PROBLEMS GROWING OUT OF THE WAR 

\ illiam Pin ker Y iH .. , Roxbury pr siding 

8:00 p.m. (NAJCW) Hotel Hollenden, Cypress Room 
JEWISH COMMUNITY PLAN ING-

YOUTH ORGANIZATIONS IN CENTER 

.. Harold Iurray J i h mmtu hy Center, Canton, presiding 
f er Ba , ational }e\ ri h \ eJfar Board, ew York, disettssion 

I adcr 

8:00 p.m. (NAJCW) Hotel Hollenden, Parlor A 
NAJCW ORGANIZATION 

Jack ad 1 92nd . l f H ew York presiding 

8:00 p.m. (NAJCW) Hotel Hollenden, Parlor C 
PERSONAL SERVICES IN JEWISH CENTERS 

Julian L. Gr if r ... T i hborhood C nt r, Philadelphia, presiding 
ra num Ber er, Bronx Hou e, ew Y rk, organfaer 
an£ rd ol nd r Council Educational Alliance, Cleveland, reporter 

An • aminati n f th content of ca e work-group work patterns 
throu h ca e hi tori . 

9:00 p.m. (NCJE) Hotel Allerton, Junior Ballroom 
PLANNING FOR JEWISH EDUCATION (continued) 

amuel J. Borow ky, Vice-Pre ident ational Council for Jewi h 
Education presiding ' 

Continuati n of di cu ion b gun at 2 :30 p.m. 

26-
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Saturday, May 20th 

12:00 noon (NAJCW Luncheon) Hotel Carter, Ballroom 
TWENTY-FIFTH ANNIVERSARY OF NAJCW 

.._ 1eyer E. Fichman, President, ational Association of Jc~·· 1 
Center \i orkers, presiding 

Remark 
Louis Kraft H norary President, ational As ociation of Jewi ~h Center Work r 

Pre entatio1 of Honor Roll 
Chari . Bernheimer, Honorary Vice-Pre ident ational A~-
ociation of Jewi ~h Center Worker 

ummary R ports of Commi ion 

3:00 p.m. (NCJSW, NAJCW, NCJE) Hotel Carter, Dutch Room 
HARRY L. GLUCKSMAN MEMORIAL CO,MMI.TTEE 

Phi ip L. man, Chairman, pr sid'ng 

3 :00 p.m. (NCJE) Hotel Statler,, Parlor C 
ONEG SHABBAT 

I ra 1 . Ch"pkin Jcv,.ri h Educa ion Committee, ew York, prcs'd'ng 
Community ingin 
The Impact of J ~ i h Educa ion on the en in the Armed Service 

Rabbi Barn t R. Brickner, Euclid Avenue T mple, Cleveland 
G n ral di cu ion 

8:30 p.m. (NCJSW, NA CW, NCJE) Hotel Hollenden, Ballroom 
THIRD GENERAL SESSION 

{ yer E. Fichman, Pre ident, ational A socia tion of J e ~i h C nter \ orker presid,ing 
Plannin for l P ace and for Pot-War Organ·zation 

Adolph . Berle, A istant S cretary of State Wa hington 
athan R ich, Dep . of Economic Hunter College, ew York 

(The Harry L. Gluck man M morial Lecture for 944) 

10:30 p.m. (NA CW, NCJE and Social Workers Chapter, League for 
Labor Palestine) Hotel Hollenden, Ballroom 

PALESTINE NIGHT 

28-
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9:15 a.m. (NCJSW Breakfast) Montefiore Home for the Aged 

CURRENT P.ROBLEMS IN THE CARE OF THE AGED 

Iicha I Fr und, Council of Jewi h Federations and \Velfare Fund > 

.L , ork, pr siding 

Continuation of di cu ion begun on Friday afternoon. 

9:30 a.m. (NAJCW) 
BUSINESS SESSION 

Hotel Statler, Lattice Room 

M y r E. Fichman Pre ident, ? ational A sociation of Jewi h 
nt r \ orker , presiding 

1. R port of the Pr ident 

2. Plan f r Publicizing nter '\ ork 
amu 1 Jaff ·a ional J wi h \V lfare Board, New York 

3. Report~ of Commit 

4. R rt f the Trea urer 

Re luti n 

. El ti n f ffic r 

9:30 a.m. (NCJE) Hotel Statler, Parlor C 
BUSI SS SESSION 

Ra i amu~l _ f. Blumenfi Id, Pre ident, ational C uncil for 
Jc vi h Edu a ion pr iding 

1. ummary of di u ion n Planning for J v i h Educati n 
Em· nuel amoran l] nion f H br w on regation , in innati 

2. R rt~ oi mmitt 

3. 1 c ion of ffic r and uti C mmittee 

11:30 a.m. (NCJSW, NAJCW, NCJE) 
OURT "' GE RAL ESSION 

Hotel Statler, Salle Moderne 

L ui I raft r i nt ~ ati nal 
\ ; lfar , pr sidiHg 

on£ r nee ocial 

1. Bu in 
2. C 

nal J v ·i h \i If are Board w ork 

30-
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Joint Program Committee 

KURT PEISER, Philadelphia, Chairman 

MARCEL KovARSKY, ew York, Secretar)' 

Representing the NCJSW 

Philip Bernstein, New York 
Rae Carp, Oeveland 
Eli E. Cohen, ew York 
Loui Kraft, ew York 
Herman M. Pekar ky, Detroit 

Representing the NAJCW 

Graenum Berger, ew York 
athan E. Cohen, ew York 

Julian L. Greifer, Philadelphia 
Samuel Levine, Pittsburgh 
Loui e Meyerovitz New York 
Jack adel, ew York 

Representing the NCJE 

Samuel J. Borow ky, Brooklyn 
Samuel Dinin, ew York 
Ben . Edidin, ew Yark 
Judah Lap on, ew York 
David Ruda ky, ew York 
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ational Conference of Jewi h Social elfar 

G 

President 
L ·1 KR. .1. "Y rk 

First Vice-President 
Jo EPH E. BE K T \ Y or· 

Second Vice-President 
\ rk 

Treasurer 
H R LD IL "ER D trait 

Secretary 
. I R EL r ov. R K r, 

EXECU IVE COM ITTEE 

AL 0 R C 

lat 
Julian 

L. 
L. 
man 

PROGRA SUB-COMMITTEES 

S r ices of Family Agencies in Large Communities 
T • rk C/z ·,-1111 z 

rtrud . li ~. Pi h 
hica o di h L. Lau r, ltim 

Services of Family Agencies in Medium Sized Communitie 

Jo. EPII LKI .. ro rid nc Ch zirm I 
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PHILIP S HIFF, \!Va hin ton~ Clzairmm 

Jo ph ... di r, ew York Lewi A foroz Poughk 
Irdn Brod ky, Brooklyn Alvin euberg r Bal im 

rnar Carp, ew York Ir ing Seid, , ii min t n 
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Philip R. G 1d tein, w York 
I \ • 1 fo roz , Poughkeep ie 
... rman Lourie • ew York 
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i iam R. Ephraim, Pittsburgh Maurice hore w York 
Sanford Solender, Cleveland 
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Graenum erg r, ew ork Chari . B rnh im r ork 
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1-M unicipal Auditorium 
2-Hotel Statler 
3-Hotel Carter 

4-Hotel Cleveland 
5-Hotel Hollenden 
6-Hotel Allerton 

7-Hotel Auditorium 
8-Terminal Tower Building 

and Union Terminal 




