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Dr, Silver - ily good friends, I kno th t you re tired after a lon.;) a 'a 

session. I know th t I am v r; tired, and I sh 11 t .. refore try to make my report 

brief. Mot of the tings that I should like to say for the Pulestine Co::J.Jllission 

are in t he printed report • hich you have received. The value of a : rinted report is 

th~t it spares you a long speech, nd the printed re~ort is not red anyho, so you 

gain tv ice. 

At t .. e f irst session of t he Americ n J e1.· ish 6onference, t e first da~, of 

September of last year, you passed an historic resolution ith reference to Je ish 

rights to Palestine and Je ish rights in Palestine. You called for an end of the 

infamous fuite Paper which r _stricted and finally plunned to termin te Je ~ish 

1, gration, restricted the right of Je ish settle .ant i n most of the parts of 

Palestine and proposed to freeze the Je ish ~opulation to a one-third minority of the 

total popul~tion of what s hoped to be an rab st· te. You de ed an end of that 

un arrunted nd illeg l doc ent ch distorted t e cle r intent and purpose of t he 

ndate, w~ich Grat Britain had voluntaril a sum d at the hands of fifty-to nations 

of the orld and by t he terms of which itcn itted itself to rebuild the Je ish 

National home in Palestine, bf facilitating Je ish immi ration and Je ish settlement 

upon the soil. You also demanded in that resolution, thut the Je ish A enc be 

en rusted ith control over Je ·sh immi6ration into alestine so as to insure thut 

Palestine sh 11 become, in t e uickest possible t e, th t w ich it w ... s interx:ied to 

become, by the proper inter retation of the B lfour Deel ration and the .andate, a 

free and democratic Je ish Corr.mon·,ealth. (Applause) 

This as your resolution, and your Palestine Commission as char ed ith the 

responsibility of doir. its utmost to implenent it as far ·s it as 1th.in its power 

to implement, to use its own apparatus or whatever was avail ble on the erican 

Je i sh scene to th tend. I believe that t he declaration itself of eptem er 1st of 

last ear s an act ot tre endous importance, uite apart from t1e consequences hich 

ma/ flow from it. This Palestine esolution as ratified b most of the or anizations, 

t hou h not by all. It as t he rivilege of t hose or >anizations hich tor one reason 
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or another chose not to ratify, so to do. Ho ever, those o could not find it 

possible to ratify thut resolution, nevertheless remained ithin the structure of the 

American Je ish Conference, - all but one. 

An or anization does not compromise its .rinciples if it remains in n over

all democraticall controlled body, but declares its <pposi tion to t .. e ecisions of 

the ajority, and re ains free to advocate its rinciples. (Applause) TPis slo6 ~n 

of "Jewish Unity" hich as used fifteen months ago in a esperate effort t o defe t 

your Palestine Resolution, and which was used t roughout these last fifteen months 

to discredit the com ositiou, the authority and the purposes of t he eric n Jewish 

Conference - this slo an of Jewish Unity, is one of t he most misleadin nd disruptive 

ones in Americ n Je ish life. 

Every organization seeki to maintain a rivileged 2osition, ever oruanization 

unwillin 0 to submit to t he judg ent of t he ajorit, and ever one o out of assimila

tionist tendencies wishes to hold down Americ · Je.is life to a minimal yr~r m, has 

sheltered h elf behind this s logan of unity. o ~eo~le of five million souls an where 

in t he world is unified on t : e b sic issues ·ch affect its life. Onl dictatorship 

c n ac ieve such a s ecious unit of action, never of t '1ou0 :.t, and cert inl not for 

any long time . It is not llk unity ch is essentia , m de r friends, but ortil.1.Ili zation, 

democr tic organization, in hich all points of vie can find t heir legitimate expression 

and b means of which the majority can ~roperly receive its authority to speak and 

act for t he entire co unity . (Ap~lause) inorities in Je ish life ve t he ri ht 

to be heard , to organize, and to advocate their point of view. They h ve no ri~ht to 

speak as if the represented the majority and they ve no right to sabotage and 

disrupt efforts at or0 anization in t . e hope of keeping t he ajority from e~ercising 

its ri. htful a thority, of preservin for themselves a special status of vested 

privile0 es. 

Your Palestine Commission, receiving its authorit from the eric n Je 1ish 

Conference, hich 1n tur'h received its authority from t e ov rw elming majority of 
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the Jewish popul tion in t he United St' t - s, proceeded durin these l as t f ifteen 

months, in cooperation ith t he great organizations oper ating on t he eri n Je ish 

scene on behalf of Palestine, first of all to t r to educate t he Am rican public 

opinion, t o arouse erica - America hich had become absorbed in t he war, in so many 

global ~roblems and in its own comµlicated economic, social and poli t i cal ~roblems. 

The pli ht of a doomed people agains t hich one of e mightiest empires of 

t he orld has decreed a war of annihilation, the pli ht of that people had not 

penetrated deeply into t he consciousness and t ie conscienc e of t he meric n Jeople, 

not because t he ~ erican people is callous or indifferent - not at all. This is 

good and kindly people in t he midst of hich we live, but our s is not t he ooly problem 

which clamors for its attention and interest. e h~d to make t ne merican eople 

aware of our problems, t he problem of the abnor mal st tus of t.~e J ewish eopla in 

the orld and of e ri 0 ht solution for t 1is r oblem, e basic, t he f u amental 

solut ion, voiced in t hat historic Palestine Resol t ion hich was adopt ed b t his 

Conference. 

And sot oughout more tan a ye~r, t ough t ha erican Zi ~nist Emer ~ency 

Cour cil, t hrough t he many Zi onist bodies, t hrough t he many pro-P lestine hodies, 

t he mun non-Jewish pro-Pal estine bodies on t he erica.n scene, we sou0 ht to arouse , 

to explain, t o reach the press, t he pul it, t he universities, the colleges, the 

journ~ls, the magazines, t he newspapers t ough hundreds of meetin s t hrou hout t he 

nation. This 0rk is continuing; t his ·ork must continue. 'e have not scored a 

total victory 1n t his area tall, but e have done prett good Job. 

The next important action of t he Zi onist roups, t he ro-Faleatine r oups, 

and t e Americ n J wish Conf erence, during this year, was t he tr6duction of the 

Palestine Resolutions in t he Congress of t he United States. It as of utmost 

importance t raise t he uestion of Palestine onto the national and international 

sta e, to put it on t he a enda of t he t hinkin of t he orld, to bring it out of the 

corner into hich mankind had shoved it, as t hough it .re a small and insi nificant 
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p rob le m th t could be thrust aside. The urest ay of makin the subject of Pal stine 

world noted, to draw the ttention of the orld to it, as to introduce a resolution 

in the Congress of the United States, the most im ortant ublic forum of the orld 

today. The vars ct of the introduction, the hearings , the discussions , were a 

politicul act or tirst magnitude. 

You know the story. I need not recount it here. The House of RepresJntatives , 

in its Foreign Affairs Committee held he rings on the Resol tion. The Con ress en 

and Senators were prepared to vote on it favorably. Then mili ry objections er 

raised and action on our Palestine resolutions were deferred. But lmost simultaneously 

with the defe ent came a moment of gre t political sigl'lificance. Tne President of 

the United t tes raciously received one of the co-Chairmen of the eric n Je,ish 

Conference, Dr • . ise, and the Chairm n oft e Palestine Commission, and following 

the intervie, he authorized tre issuance of a state ent: "The resident uthorized 

us to say th t the American Government has nev iven its ap rov to the ·hite 

Paper of 1959." (AJplause) That as the first tatement of our Government in all the 

yeara of the ,hite Paper. Spe king t1ro hits hief Executive , it expressed diaa prov 1 

of a policy of the British Government th reference to Palestine. This ex
4
ression 

of a divergent vie point s 0 iven as result of the many protests 0 ainst the 'hite 

Paper policy, hich oured into the hite House . Th·t as a ,ain, a si0 nificunt O in. 

A further step in the ro ress four ork c e dur n the sui;mer months when 

the voice of the eric people spoke t rou hits gre t olitic 1 conve tions, b the 

:ntroduction of highly gratifying pl nlcs in the part latforms of the tto m Jor 

politic 1 arties. In one of th se lans reference as made for te first time to a 

free and democratic Je ish Commonwealth. Th t s another step forw rd in keeping 

with t he resolutions .ich you adopted fifteen months go • . These resolu ions ich, 

a year ago, were looked upon as ex reme and 

ercolate into the political thought of the 

octrinaire, were no 

eric n eople. 

be inning to 

Shortly before our recent elections, another significant forward step as 

chieved. The standard-bearers of both great parties issued statements personally 
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&pproving and end.ors~ the Jewish Commonwealth. The more significant of the two 

statements, - both warm, both friendly, both embodying hat you said 1n your resolutions 

in almost the exact words - was of course the st tement of the President of the United 

States in which after expressing his satisfaction at the Palestine plank included in t he 

Democr tic P rty pl tform, said& "Efforts ill be made to find ppropriate was and 

means ot effectuating this policy as soon as pr~cticable. I know ho long and ar ently 

the Jewish people h ve worked and prayed for t he establishment of Palestine as a free and 

democratic Je ish Commonwealth. I am convinced, w eaid the President of t he United S tes, 

•that the American People give their support t o this aim, and if re-elected, I shall help 

to bring bout its realization." (Applause} 

any people said& Of course you can get all these st tements from political 

candidates. It is cam~ign stuff. But those ho say these t hings do not underst nd 

the mind and heart of the Americ n people. The test came within t his wee~, hen t he 

resolutioos introduced nearly ten months ago in the Con ress of t he United States, 

and t hen deferred becauae at military objections, r brou ht up ag in for action, since 

Secretary of War Stimson had indicted in an official letter that the military objections 

ere no longer the decisive factors in the situation. In the Foreign Aft irs Committee of 

the House of Representatives of the Con res of the United St tes, the follo i 

resolution a voted out and pproved, and now aits action b t he House of Representatives. 

I will read this resolution. 

This is a resolution hich w s voted out, after election da ·, b one o! th most 

important committees of t he House, a committee hich tor four long days had sat through 

nearings on this resolution - had heard the op osition, as ell as the spokesmen of the 

American Council for Judaism, and of the raba - hearings which have since been printed 

in a 700 page w lume. 

This is the deliberate jud ment of that committee of the House of Representatives. 

This is what it sayss 

"HEHEAS tie sixty-seventh Congress of the United 
St tes on June 501 1922, unanimously resolved 'that 
the United States of America favora the eatabliah
ment in Palestine of a national home for the Jewish 
people, it bei clearly understood that nothing 
shall be done which may prejudice the civil and 
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religious rights of Christian and 11 other non
Jewish communities,in Pal estine, and th t t .e holy 
places nd religious buildings nd sit~s in 
Palestine shall be adequately protected'; and 

" HEREAS, the ruthless ersecutions of t he J e ish 
eople in Europe has cle rly demonstr· tad 10 need 

for a Jewish homeland as a haven for t he large 
numbers who have become homvless as a r esult of 
this persecution; ther efor e be it 

"RESOLVED, that t he United States sh 11 use its 
good offices to t he end that t he doors of Palestine 
shall be opened for free entry of Jes into th t 
country, and t hat t here shall be full o ortunity 
for colonization, so that t he Jewish ?80 l e may 
ultimatel recor.stitute Palestine a.S a free and 
democratic co on ealth.• (Vigorous pplause.) 

I call your attention to the ordin of t his resolution. It does not s y 

that Palestine s hould be constituted as a free and democratic commonwealth . It s ys 

t h~t t he Jewish people may ultimately reconstitute Pales tine as a free and democratic 

common ~alth. Of course, if the Je ish people given t he r ght of free i_.bration 

and free colonization, and recognized as a peopl, nd summoned t o reco ti t ute 

Palestine as a free and democratic co one 1th, choose t o create it a Turkish 

common ealth, or an Irish commonwealth, t h t would be t he act of av ry bright 

people •••• 

I have receiv d today a telegram from the C irman of t he House Foreign 

Affairs Co ittee, Congressman Sol Bloom, who was ver r helpful in piloting t rough 

this resolution, hich iloting was not ithout its ajor difficulties. Congressman 

Bloom wires: 

"I have ev r reason to believe, hope und ra t hat e will be able to have 

t he Rules Com. ittee report favorabl a rule so t h t t his resolution may b repor ed 

t o t he House of Representatives cilld favorabl pas ed upon efore this Congress adjourns. 

Personally I cannot see any reason and cannot think of a re14son hy the Congress 

should no favorably !J&Ss t s resolution." ( pplause) 

I am persuaded from h vin spent t s last week in ashin t on t h t the Senate 

Forei n Relations Committee unless something ver unforeseen occurs, ill vote 

favorably upon the resolution. 
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And so what fifteen months go was characterize as t he extreme views of a 

few fanatics (you will remember the aldorf-Astoria eeting) - those "mor l ly 

irresponsible" fanatics who were trying to force upon the Jewish eople and upon the 

American people, a conception of Palestine redeemed which t hey would never accept, 

and hich was considered untimely - is now, fif'teen months later, p" roved b.v t he 

President of t he United States. The Foreign Affair s Committee of t he House of 

Representatives voted, as you did fitteen months ago. The whole Congress of t he 

United States will pro bl~ vote with J OU 1th.in a week or t end ys. (Iigorous applause). 

y good friends, all t hese forward steps to hich I have pointed m . be written 

down as victories but t he are not yet Victory, The bite Paper is still t he 1 w 

of t he land in Palestine. None polic has as yet been announced. No final decisions 

with r ef erence t o Palestine have as yet been made. Our battle days re far from 

over. Oar eneaies are still ve busy at home, abroad - bitter, relentless, cunning, 

unscrupulous - particul.arly our Jewish enemies at home. 

e are going to win a free Palestine, just as our forefathers won a f ree 

Palestine a long, long time go, t he hard ay, t he very h rd ay. For Palestine 

we ave to wa e ar on t he l)arrenness and the sterility at the soil, on t he ravages 

of neglect, and centuries of erosion. e hav to wage war uJon the callousne sand 

the indifference of a world which had reconciled itself t ough these dreadful centuries 

to our n tional homelessness, our dispersion and our n tional degradation. , e shall 

have to age war, as e are doing, upon t hose in our own midst, the bl ho will 

not see, t ' e bitter, empoisoned enemies or Israel. e shall have to continue to 

wage ar for t h tone prized obj ect ive hich I believe ill probabl bet e onl 

good t ~in t h t ill emerge for Israel out of t h holocaust and t he horror, the 

unspeakable horror, of these years. 

I listened to the reports, as you did this evening, on Rescue and Rehabilitation. 

My g~od friends, you tried to stop an avalanche but you W-re helpless. e could not 

rescue our peoplel • e could not rescue a fraction of a fract ion of our 

ou plan for the future, do not raise your hopes too high about pl~na of reconstruction 



-S-

and rehabillt· tion. I am afraid, - nd I hope th t I am on0 - I pray th t I 

sha.11 be proved wrong, - th t you ill be disillusioned. Our peo~le are oving 

into a decade or two of stre3s and tension and disorganization nd economic chaos 

in the orld, and bittern tional and class rivalries after the war, ·hich 111 m~ e 

their lot in Euro}e, and Jerhaps else here , hard , almost des erate, in spite of ull 

the things w ch you ill and should attempt to do. The rebuilding of a free Je ish 

life in Palestine may yet prove the one blessedness which will emerge out 0f the 

untold malediction which have fallen on the oor, tired heads of our eople during 

these recent years . 

For this one god, cilgood friends, we have to strain ourselves to the utmost. 

Do not relent! Do not be discouraged1 Let no obstacles and th e 11 be any 

in the way - keep you from the goal clearly before you. e must not relax no that 

e have bained a few significant victories on t e P,olitic 1 scene . e have to 

move, from h re on, onto the long road ~head. ,e ve o call for action no because A 

t,nsions in the Je ish National Hom~ must be relieved. There ism untine tension 

there hich is le·ding tote most lamentable nd tragic occurrences, hich e all 

deprecate, ·occurrences which are foreign to the nature, the spirit, the mor 1 code 

of the Jew - occurrences hich are, however, uncontrollable d for mich we cannot 

accept roup responsibility. Our hands have not spilt this blood! ••• 

Ho lon can a eople ut up with this - a people fightin for its .ver lite 

with 510 01000 of its sons and daughters already slain in chambers of deat and 

camps at sla hteri How lon0 can a eople put up ith immi r tion schedules, 1th 

"Strumas," 1th "Patrias," 1th rotten hulks of boats carrying broken, h an cargo 

' ich is denied sanctuary even in the land of Israel? o peo le should be indefinitely 

subjected to s·ch mental torture as the Jewish people has been subjected to in 

Palestine in the last ten 

Palestine, nd that is a 

ears. T ere is one sure way or nding-.rrorism in 

enerous, ·hole-he rted implement tion in letter ands irit 

or the lfour Declaration and the date for Palestine. 

e shall be able to build the Jewish Co on ealth. e shall be able to plan 
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the economic reconstruction ot the country, the ere tion of absorptive c~ acity and 

the speeding up of industrial developments, so as to take in t he hund~eds of t housands 

who will seek t he haven of Pal .~stine, if we remember the basic scriptures of our 

movement - our testament, both old nd ne - th~t there is no solution for our 
existence in the Galuth, 

ragic problem without national restorationl This is t he unvar in truth of JeNish/ - I do not kno ·,-.. o it as o said th · t nature reveals her secrets in abnormalities, 

in monstrosities. Hitlerism is a frightful mons t rosity, a horr ible abnorm lity; and 

yet t his very monstrosity reveals the secret • hich is known to the t · oug tful among 

us - which should be known to ever Jew. There will be Galuth ever he eon the 

face of the earth until such a time as there will be a Jewish national home somewhere1 

This is the secret, that world rogress and enlightenment does not necessarily improve 

and make secure t he status of the Jew, thut persecutions are not necessarily and 

exclusively a product of dark ages, and t hat t he Je ish minority ~roblem is not just 

another minority ~roblem like the ainority problem of ot er peoples. 

henever the hammer of history begins t o b tout some significant c nge, hether 

in t he economic, 8litical, social or religious life oft e people, t h strokes of 

that hammer fall most heavily upon the Jewfsh minority. d no talk of univers lli 

or prophetic Judaism ill justify the deaths of the 310001000 Jes in t he human 

abattoirs of Poland, or ll make life more durable tor millions of helpless Je ·ish 

refugees today or at any other time. 

Nordau once said, "Jews sometimes become t oo he dlessly logical." This is a 

profound observation. e thought that because enlightenment was coming to Europe 

and the rights of citizenship and human rig ts generally were being est blished, the 

Jew, too, would come to share on an absolute basis of equality, with everyone else 

in Europe. Logically, it waa an unansworable position to take. But, unfortunately, 

we overlooked the fact that constitutional eyu llty is not yet real equality. A 

country a be officially democratic but bitterly anti-Semitic at the s e time. 

' 1 tness Poland before t he war, and eimar ermany • e forgot that politic e uality / 

is not et brotherhood, t:iat a century and a half of ,?rogressive e ncipation and 
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enligbtenment in Europe did not mitigate the ti-Semitism of the European countries, ut 

rather speeded up its tempo. hy do I say all this? Because, unless we bear this hard tact 

of our existence in mind, we shall not be prepared to endure the hard stages t ough hich 

our aovement must pass before it reaches its blessed consumm tion. 

e ask of the nations of the world today to give the historic solution for our 

historic problem. Nothing else will meet the situation - none asylums, no philanthropic 

ventures. Those things h ve never helped us in the past. The cannot help us in the 

future, bec~use the r do not reach down to the roots at the tragedy which is the national 

homelessness or the Jewish people in the orld. Ir this is to be a day of new beginnings , 

• it the world is really reaching out for a new order of human di ity and orth, and the 

statesmen 0£ the world in hose hands ill be entrusted the reshaping of the world for 

a durable peace tomorrow are truly willing to be helpful, then they must be made aware ot 

the tact that only a political solution ot the political problem ot the Jewish people is 

adequate to the need. 

This 1s what you had the rlaion to a year ago hen you voted for a 

tree and democratic Je ish Commonwealth. , e ant th of the orld to give us -

no we don't ant them to give us anything - we just ant the to let us build th t to which 

•• have set our hands. e know how to build, and e know how to build 1th our own blood 

and with our own sweat and 1th our own tears. e have a certain kind of vision for our 

building. e w nt to build 1n th t little land, so dear to our p st and so full of proaise 

tor our future, a kind of a free and noble societ which will reflect something of th 

beauty and the grandeur or the prophetic social vision of our rophets. e want to build, 

without terror, thout regimentation, without dictatorship, a new order at lite in ch men 

will voluntarily cooperate in the building not or wealth but ot a Commonwealth or tre 

and happy men. e say to the world& Let us lonel Remove the obst cles and the political 

sha.cklesl Give ua a chance to build, to p011r our the energy ot our minds an hearts , or our 

own aubst~nce, to build there here we built so be utitully and nobl in the past, and 

here we hope to build as nobly and as b autifully in the future 
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I do not know, my good friends, hether t e orld 11 lis t en t us , It' nk 
some are beginnin to listen , I have been encoura; ed b h· t h sh. enGd 1n our 
own blessed country, Good . eople re listening to what e re sa ing and e r eeing 
ith us . They are giving us t . eir hand of fellows ip nd helpfulne.,s , The.r 'I t 

us to succeed. I f that is so, and if I u.m not misled or deluded , and if e c in 
over •-- frierxis also 1n En land and else here among t he free n tions of t ie orld , 
then t ere is a hope that Ju ·t as out of t hat ilderness of lon ago, 1h .r e our people 
wandered for forty l ong and wear ears , here a hole 

0
ener tion erished - t h re 

came to our people the blessings of t he Torah, t he ......... .....,..._._ Tubernacle), .. · na
1 itzvoth (Co~andments ) and much else t hat was good nd fine - t here is hop that out 

oft s ilderness through hich we are now assing - full of scorpions ser ent s , 
devouring a hole genera ~i on of our people - out oft s ilderness , too , t r e 
ma et come to us t hings r eat and 5ood s eru hal i Ha-benuy - Jeru Edem 
Rebuilt , to hich our sons nd da ht era will str from 11 parts of t e orld , 
There may et co the third am final redemption after t he third final exile . 
There may et emerge a t ruly tree Je ish people in a trul free J ish land. God 
grant t l t it be so l (All rise and ap l ud vi orousl and sing Hatikv h) . 
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The [onf ere nee Record 
Issued by the AMEWCAN JEWISH CONFERENCE 

Vol. I, No. 15 521 FIFfll AVENUE NEW YORI 17, N. Y. Noven1ber, 1944 

The Program of the Second Session 

THE SECOND session of the American Jewi h Con
ference will convene on Sunday, Dec. 3rd, at 2 p.m. 

at the William Penn Hotel, in Pittsburgh. The session 
will continue through Dec. 4th and 5th. 

The delegates to the session will receive reports from 
the Interim Committee and the three Commissions cre
ated by that body to implement the decisions of the 
first session and will decide on the course of action to 
be pursued by the Conference in the future. 

On the basis of reports from the organizations and 
the communities, it is expected that do e to 500 dele
gates and alternates will be pre ent. 

Attendance 
A of ov. 20th 318 of the original 3 79 commu-

nity delegates have declared their intention to attend 
the ession. Of the remainder, deaths and resignation 
account for 10 and successors have been named. An
other 26 have elected alternates in accordance with 
the rules for filling vacancies while only 25 have not 
yet acted. 

The 63 national organization , which are repre ented 
by 120 delegates, have de ignated 100 delegate a 
their spokesmen. There have been 26 substitution . 

The Program 
The General Committee will meet in advance of the 

session, beginning on Friday, Dec. 1st, at 10 a.m. to 
perfect arrangements for the three-day meeting. The 
econd se sion is a continuation of the fir t and unle 

the delegates vote otherwise, the standing committee ·, 
rule and procedures of the first session will remain 
unchanged. A number of change , however, are being 
recommended by the Interim Committee and thee will 
be considered by the General Committee. 

Registration of delegates will begin Saturday Dec. 
2nd at 7 p.m. and will continue the following day. 
A number of the group formed at the first se ion 
will meet Saturday evening. 

The first plenary meeting will be held Sunday after
noon and will be devoted to the presentation of the 
report of the Interim Committee by the Co-Chairmen. 
In the evening, the Chairmen of the three Cammi -

ions, the Commission on Rescue, the Commi sion on 
Palestine and the Commission on Pot-War, will sub
mit their reports. 

The second day, Monday, Dec. 4th, is et aside for 
general debate in which the delegates may participate. 
It will begin, if possible, on the previou evening, and 
it will continue Monday afternoon and evening. 

The standing committees will meet Monday and 
Tuesday mornings and will bring in their report to 
the plenum on Tuesday afternoon and evening. Provi-
ion is made for minority reports. The e e sions arc 

re erved for action on the committee report and the 
transaction of such business as may ari c from the c 
report . 

That i the outline of the tentative agenda to be 
submitted to the General Committee by the Interim 
Committe. No provision is made for any formal func
tions and there is a minimum of official addresses from 
the platform, for it is intended that a maximum op
portunity will be afforded to the delegates to present 
their views and to engage in the fullest possible 
debate. 

The Question of Relevancy 

The Interim Committee, at it , la t meeting on O t. 
21th, voted to recommend a change in procedure whi h 
will enable the plenum to pa upon the relevancy of 
resolutions. 

The General Committ e will as ign all resolution 
that are introduced by the delegates or submitted by 
the Commission to the appropriate tanding commit
tee of the Conference. As at the first se ion, it will 
have the authority to rule whether re olution are out-
ide the scope of the Conference. 

However, under the proposal of the Interim Com
mittee, the General Committee will report to the 
plenum if it hould withhold its approval from any 
re olution on the ground that it is outside of the agenda. 
The question then before the delegates will be upon 
the acceptance of the report of the General Committee. 

All exi ting tanding committee of the Conference 
ill remain unchanged except that the General Com-
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mittce will fill vacancies and act on recommendations 
for substitutions to be submitted by the various groups 
in the Conference. There may be some changes, how· 
ever, growing out of the fact that the relative strength 
of the groups has been altered within the last few 
weeks. 

The Groups 
The Interim Committee voted earlier this year to 

permit delegates to change their group affiliation if 
they so desired, but placed a Nov. 10th deadline on 
changes, so that the business of the Conference would 
not be delayed by last-minute shifts in group member· 
ship. 

Few delegates availed themselves of the opportu
nity. Up to Nov. 10th, only 21 had transferred their 
allegiance. However, one new group, the "Indepen
dent Bloc" was formed, led by Alex Stanton and 
Arnold R. Ginsburg of Philadelphia, and consisting 
of 14 delegates. 

Subsequent to Nov. 10th, several delegates informed 
the Administrative Committee of their desire to join 
the "Assembly Bloc" which was formed on the initia
tive of Gus Kaplan of Harrisburg, Pa. and Rabbi 
Joshua Trachtenberg, of -Easton, Pa. 

Inasmuch as registration was to close on Nov. 10th, 
it will be up to the General Committee to determine 
the status of these delegates and of such other dele
gates who wish to change on the eve of the session. 

As a result of the changes registered prior to Nov. 
10th, the standing of the groups was as follows: 

1943 1944 
American Jewish Congress...... 111 98 
B'nai B'rith .......................... 63· 60 
Conservative Religious.... ........ 19 20 
General Zionist .............. ........ 116 114 
Jewish Labor Committee........ 16 J 6 
Labor Zionist ........................ 49 48 
Non-Partisan .......................... 42 40 
Reform Religious .................. 21 22 
Religious National Orthodox.. 61 62 
Independent .......................... 14 
No designation ...................... 3 4 

501 498 
However, this does not take into account the fact 

that alternates and new delegates have the right, under 
the rule, to change up to the eve of the session. These 
figures will thus be affected, both by that consideration 
and by the fact that there will be a small number of 
delegates absent and unrepresented by alternates. 

The committee in charge of arrangements at Pitts· 
burgh is headed by Edgar J. Kaufmann, member of the 
Praesidium at the first session. Samuel L. Fuss is 
secretary. 

The Plight of Rumania's Jews 
t:OLLOWING REPORTS from Rumania that the 
I' economic and political disabilities forced upon the 
Jews of that country continue in effect and ~at the 
overwhelming majority of the Jews of Rumama suffer 
deeply from lack of food and clothing, . the ~eri~n 
Jewish Conference has appealed for the unmed1ate un
plementation of the terms of the ar~istice betw~en the 
Allies and Rumania and has taken action to alleviate the 
precarious condition to which Rumanian Jews have 
been reduced. 

The Conf ere nee acted in concert with the W odd 
Jewish Congress and in consultation with one of the 
Conference affiliates, the United Roumanian Jews of 
America. The first meeting of the new Joint Planning 
Committee of the Conference and the Congress was 
devoted to the problem and among the steps that have 
been taken are the following: 

At a meeting with Director General Herbert H. Leh
man of UNRRA on Wednesday, Nov. 1st, Jane Evans 
and Dr. Arieh Tartakower, representing the Conference 
and the Congress respectively, urged that the Jews in 
Rumania be regarded as displaced persons in ex-enemy 
territory and that they be given relief by UNRRA under 
the new powers of that body. 

Officials of the State Department in charge of Ru· 
manian and South-Eastern European affairs were inter
viewed by Dr. A. S. Kohanski of the Conference with 
a view to ascertaining the possibility of adequate action 
by the authorities in charge of the execution of the 
armistice terms. 

At a meeting with the Joint Distribution Committee, 
Herman Shulman of the Conference and Dr. Tarta
kower sought to ascertain steps taken and contemplated 
by the JDC to aid Rumanian Jews. 

A joint statement, issued by the Conference and the 
Congress, declared in part: 

The terms of the armistice between the Allies and 
Rumania affecting the status of the Jews in that coun· 
try will remain an empty gesture unless immediate 
steps are taken for their implementation. Economic 
and political disabilities forced upon the Jews in 
Rumania continue in effect. Confiscated Jewish prop· 
ercy has not yet been returned. The overwhelming 
majority of Jews in Rumania suffer deeply from lack 
of food and clothing. 

Though the Rumanian Government has obligated 
itself to abolish all Nazi vestiges of discrimination
political, social and economic-the administration,· 
controlled by the Nazi-minded generals and officials 
associated with the pro-German Iron Guard, continue 
~o govern t~e ~ounrry in the very same spirit preced
ing the armistice. The only measure thus far indicat
ing equality before the law was a decree drafting Jews 

( Continued on Page 8) 
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Tentative Agenda 
of the 

American Jewish Conference 
(Seco,,d Session) 

DEC. 1-5, 1944 
WILLIAM PENN HOTEL, PITTSBURGH, PA. 

FRIDAY, DBC. lsT 

10.00 a.m.-Meeting of General Committee 
I-To establish the registry of the General Com

mittee. 
2-To act on the final agenda of the session. 
3-To receive and validate recommendations from 

the groups for the filling of vacancies on stand
ing committees. 

4-To agree on the list of the members of the 
Praesidium. 

5-To consider for reference to the appropriate 
standing committees the resolutions received 
from the Interim Committee and its Commis
sions and from groups; and to agree on pro
cedure in regard to the introduction of all sub
sequent resolutions. 

6--To consider the rules of procedure to be sub
mitted for adoption by the Conference; and to 
establish rules to govern the general debate. 

7-Such other business as may arise. 

SATURDAY, DEC. 2ND 

7.00 p.m.-Registration of Delegates 

8.00 p.m.-Meeting of Groups 

SUNDAY, DEC. 3RD 

10.00 a.m.-Registration of Delegates (cont'd) 
-Meeting of General Committee 

2.00 p.m.-First Plenary Session 
I-Opening Ceremonies. 
2-Proposals of the General Committee as to the 

Praesidium. 
3-Election of Praesidium. 
4-Report of Committee on Elections and Admis

s10ns. 
5-Report of the Interim Committee by the Co• 

Chairmen. 
6--Proposals of the General Committee on Changes 

in standing committees. 
5.30 p.m.-Meetings of Committees for Purposes 

of Organization 

8.30 p.m.-Second Plenary Session 
I-Proposals of the General Committee on rules of 

procedure. 
2-Report of the Credentials Committee. 
3-Report of the Commission on Rescue. 
4-Report of the Commission on Post-War. 
5-Report of the Commission on Palestine. 
6--0pening of General Debate on all reports and 

the Conference. 

MONDAY, DEC. 4TH 

10.00 a.m.-Meetings of Standing Committees 
2.00 p.m.-Third Plenary Session 

I-Continuation of the General Debate. 
8.30 p.m.-Fourth Plenary Session 

I-Continuation of the General Debate. 
2- Report of the General Committee on disposi

tion of resolutions rejected on constitutional 
grounds. 

TUESDAY, DEC. 5TH 

10.00 a.m.-Meetings of Standing Committees 
2.00 p.m.-Fifth Plenary Session 

I-Resolutions reported by the standing Commit
tee on Rescue. 

2-Resolutions reported by the standing Commit
tee on Post-War. 

3-Resolutions reported by the standing Commit
tee on Palestine. 

4-Resolutions reported by the standing Commit
tee on Organization. 

8.00 p.m.-Sixth Plenary Session 
I-Resolutions reported by the standing General 

Resolutions Committee. 
2-Resolutions reported by the standing Finance 

Committee. 
3-Elections. 
4-Unfinished business. 
5-Final addresses. 

The above agenda is submitted by the Administrative 
Committee to the General Committee, and is subject to 
revision; the issues will be disclosed through the resolu
tions reported by the committees. 
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New Delegate 
Arthur Gilbert 
SamBerke 
Rabbi J. X. Cohen 
Mrs. A.H. Vixman 
Maurice Bisgyer 
N. Ben Dov Waldman 
Mrs. Robert Szold 
Frank A. Simons 
Joseph F. Barr 
Abraham Kraditor 
Mrs. Jessie C. Gneshin 
Mrs. Bessie Kronberg 
Mrs. Lionel Golub 
Mrs. Albert J. May 
Simeon F. Gross 
Rabbi Solomon J. Sharf man 
Elijah Stein 
Milton Berger 

Mrs. I. L Giffen 
Miss Sarah Kussy 
Rabbi Herbert S. Goldstein 
William Weiss 
Solomon Kerstein 
Michael Stavitsky 

Alternate 
H.Schuld 
Ferdinand T. Weil 

New Delegate 
A. David Benjamin 
J3cobBrown 
Philip Cohen 
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New Delegates 

Predecessor 
E.A. Grause 
Dr. Simon Segal 

Organ iza ti on s 

Dr. Harry Friedenwald 
Mrs. Lee L. Rosenthal 
Edwin J. Schanfarber 

. Louis M. Rimsky 
Mrs. Edward Jacobs 
Maxwell E. Verlin 
Benjamin Kaufman 
Harry Schaff er 
Mrs. Rae K. Schoenberg 
Mrs. H. L. Kradicor 
Mrs. Max S. Rosenfeld 
Mrs. Maurice L. Goldman 
J. David Delman 
Irving M. Bunim 
Harry G. Fromberg 
Rabbi Max D. Klein 

Mrs. Barnett E. Kopelman 
Mrs. M. Klein 
Benjamin Koenigsberg 
M. Morton Rubenstein 
Louis Flashenberg 
Louis J. Moss 

Alternates 
Organization 

Alternate For 
Meyer W . Weisgal 
Roger W. Straus 

0 1'ganization 
Aleph Zedek Aleph ( Youth Organizations) 
American Federation for Polish Jews 
American Jewish Congress 
American Jewish Congress, Women's Division 
B'nai B'rith 
BnaiZion 
Hadassah 
Independent Order Brith Sholom 
Jewish War Veterans of the United Scates 
Jewish War Veterans of the United States 
Jewish War Veterans, National Ladies' Auxiliary 
Jewish War Veterans, National Ladies' Auxiliary 
Mizrachi Women's Organization 

ational Council of Jewish Women 
ational Council of Young Israel 
ational Council of Young Israel 
arional Council of Young Israel 
ational Federation of Jewish Men's Clubs 
of the United Synagogue of America 
ational Women's League of the Uni red Synagogue 

National Women's League of the United Synagogue 
Union of Orthodox Jewish Congregations 
Union of Orthodox Jewish Congregations 
United Galician Jews of America 
United Synagogue of America 

Organization 
Jewish National Workers' Alliance 
National Federation of Temple Brotherhoods 

New Delegates 
Communities 

Predecessor 
Judge Edward Lazansky 
Benjamin Winter 
Milton Kutz 

David L. Goldenberg 
Abraham I. Kirschenbaum 
Rabbi Moshe H. Levinson 
Rabbi Arthur H. Neulander 
A. Arthur Pekelner 

Aaron B. Horwitz 
Charles Rubinstein 
Rabbi Joshua Klavan 
Dr. Robert Gordis 
Isidor Sack 

Community 
Brooklyn, N. Y. 
Manhattan, N. Y. 
Wilmingmn, Del. 
Duluth, Minn. 
Bronx,N. Y. 
Washington, D. C. 
Queens, N. Y. 
Yonkers,N. Y. 

Rabbi Louis Simsovitz 
Mrs. Leon J. Tiber 
John J. Unrermann 

Alternate 
Dr. M. W. Belzer 
Jack Y. Berman 
Mrs. Ralph Davidson 
Mrs. Maurice Davis 
Rabbi G. George Fox 
Morrice Uman 

Louis Shanok 
Mrs. A. Sieroty 
Judge William M. Untermann 

Alternates 
Communities 

Alternate For 
Judge Samuel Mellitz 
David Coleman 
Mrs. Joseph H. Ehrlich 
Charles J. Rosenbloom 
A. F. Mecklenburger 
Day J. Apte 

Port Chester, N. Y. 
Los Angeles, Cal. 
Newark, N . J. 

Commtmity 
Bridgeport, Conn. 
Los Angeles, Cal. 
Detroit, Mich. 
Pittsburgh, Pa. 
Chicago, Ill. 
Tampa, Fla. 



THE CONFERENCE RECORD 5 

The lnteritn Committee Report 

THE REPORTS of the Interim Committee and the three 
Commissions of the American Jewish Conference, 

detailing the work that has been carried on up until 
November 1st, have been published and are being sent 
to the delegates of the Conference in advance of the 
second session. 

The reports are confined to a review of past action. 
Recommendations for the future will be presented by 
the Commissions to the session. 

The Interim Committee report refers briefly to the 
internal organization of the Conference and the organ
ization of the three Commissions. The report of the 
Interim Committee concludes: 

The Interim Committee, during the past year, has 
been a forum at which Jewish problems on the world 
·scene were considered and discussed. It has received 
reports continuously from the three Commissions on 
rhe progress of their work and it has formulated 
policies and given directives as new developments in 
the world scene called for new decisions. 

Because of its representative character and rhe 
procedures it adopted, the Interim Committee has 
served as the Conference in miniature, continuing the 
democratic and unifying process in American Jewish 
life begun so auspiciously with the establishment of 
the American Jewish Conference in 1943. 

The Reports of the Commissions 

The reports of the Commissions are detailed. The 
Commission on Rescue record the major activities in 
the unequal battle to rescue the Jews of Europe from 
the Nazi terror: the establishment of the War Refugee 
Board; efforts to break through the Nazi wall and 

transmit assistance to beleaguered Jews with the co
operation of the underground; the establishment of a 
refugee rescue shelter in this country; the series of 
warnings initiated in the psychological warfare against 
the Nazis and their satellites; the evacuation of Jews to 
Palestine; the mobilization of public opinion; and the 
efforts the Commission made to achieve unity. 

The report of the Cummi sion on Pale tine relates 
the steady progress during the fourteen months incc 
the Conference adjourned, to win acceptance for the 
Palestine Resolution adopted at the Conference. It de
tail the political work at Washington, and the public 
relations activities carried forward on a large scale 
throughout the country by the American Zioni t Erner
gen y Council, which worked in lo e cooperation with 
the Palestine Commi ion, and th culmination of these 
efforts in the statement by President Roo evelt on 
October 15th. 

The report also deals with developments inside Pal
e tine during the year. 

The report of the Commission on Post-War analyze 
the issues involved in the promulgation of an Interna
tional Bill of Rights, the restoration of rights to Jew , 
the puni ·hmcnt of war criminals, and the problems of 
re-settlement and repatriation. The report details the 
activitic of the Commis ion to project the Conference 
viewpoint in advance of the Dumbarton Oak Confer
e nee and the second session of the Council of UNRRA. 

The volume, consisting of 128 pages, contains the 
major statements is ued by the Conference agencies 
during the year. 

Alternate 
Mrs. Oscar Geballe 
Mrs. Mary Greenberg 
Albert Hurwitz 
Samson Krupnick 
Mrs. Ann Lebow 

Alternate For 
Lloyd W. Dinkelspiel 
Joseph Ominsky 
Joseph I. Seifert 

Commttnity 
San Francisco, Cal. 
Philadelphia, Pa. 
Boston, Mass. 
Chicago, Ill. 

Mrs. Elsa Levinson 
Philip Meyers 
Alexander Pfeiffer 
Edward Raff 
Aaron Riche 
Charles H. Roemer 
Rabbi Herman H. Rubenovicz 
Dr. Maxwell L. Sacks 
Mrs. Irving Sands 
Rabbi Irving Silman 
Mrs. Raphael Tourover 
SamuelZ. Troy 
Abram S. Turtelcaub 
Mrs. Louis Wald 
Robert Weksler 
Dr. David Weiner 

Dr. David Sacks 
Dr. Nathan S. Saltzman 
Morris A. Robbins 
Herbert R. Bloch 
Harry N. Wessel 
Samuel Goldstein 
David Blumberg 
Abe J. Greene 
Rabbi Joshua Loch Liebman 
Morris A. Zeldin 
Mrs. Benjamin Spitzer 
Howard Mack 
Edmund I. Kaufmann 
Israel November 
Edward Berman 
Mrs. Abraham Shapiro 
Dr. Bernard Rodin 
Rabbi Judah Washer 

Los Angeles, Cal. 
Seattle, Wash. 
Cincinnati, 0. 
Manhattan, . Y. 
Brooklyn, N. Y. 
tos Angeles Cal . 
Paterson, N. J. 
Boston, Mass. 
Brooklyn, N. Y. 
Brooklyn, N. Y. 
Bergen, N. J. 
Washington, D. C. 
Richmond, Va. 
Bayonne, N. J. 
Brooklyn, N. Y. 
Chicago, Ill. 
Western, Pa. 
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THE INTERIM COMMITTEE 
Meeting on October 24th 

The Interim Committee met on Oct. 24th in New 
York with Dr. Israel Goldstein, Co-Chairman, presid
ing. Henry Monsky, Co-Chairman, later took the chair. 
Present were the following members and alternates: 
Dr. Stephen S. Wise, Co-Chairman, •Rabbi Abba 
Abrams, Maurice Bisgyer, •Max Bressler, Samuel 
Caplan, Rabbi William Drazin, Rabbi Maurice N. 
Eisendrath, Mrs. Moses P. Epstein, Jane Evans, •Mrs. 
Ida Cook Farber, Rabbi Simon Federbusch, J. George 
Fredman, Daniel Frisch, *William Gerber, Frank 
Goldman, •Mrs. L. Golub, Mrs. Hugo Hartmann, Dr. 
James G. Heller, Charles P. Kramer, Sidney G. Kus
worm, Louis Lipsky, *Mrs. Albert J. May, Mrs. David 
De Sola Pool, • Herman Z. Quittman, Dvorah Roth
bard, Hon. Morris Rothenberg, Samuel Rothstein, 
Herman Shulman, ,.Mrs. Herman Shulman, Dr. Abba 
Hillel Silver, Hon. Meier Steinbrink, Hermann Stern, 
Dr. Joseph Tenenbaum, *Mrs. A.H. Vixman, Meyer 
W. Weisgal, •William Weiss, David Wertheim, 
*Rabbi David Wice, Baruch Zuckerman and members 
of the staff, I. L. Kenen, Meir Grossman, Dr. A. S. 
Kohanski and Mrs. Ann J archo. Guest, Bernard Postal. 
• Alternates 
On behalf of the Administrative Committee, Mr. 

Lipsky, chairman, reported on arrangements for the 
second session, the attendance of delegates, the par· 
ticipation of organizations, the preparation of reports, 
and rules for the second session. 

It was agreed to recommend to the next session the 
admission of a delegate from the National Associa
tion of Jewish Center Workers. 

It was agreed to recommend the following rules to 
the second session: 

Committees-All Committees in existence at the 
first session shall continue in the second session Ull• 

changed, except that the General Committee shall be 
authorized to make appointments required to fill 
vacancies and to make such changes as are necessary to 
reflect the proportionate strength of the groups. 

( The right of the groups to submit substitutes will 
continue as in the past.) 

Appeals from Decisions of the Chair-The existing 
rule providing for appeals from the chair to the 
Praesidium is to be repealed, and Roberts Rules of 
Order will apply to this and all other matters of pro
cedure not governed by rules adopted by the Confer
ence. 

Disposition of Resolutions-The General Commit
tee shall act as the administrative agency for the distri
bution of all resolutions to the appropriate standing 
committees, except that if the General Committee 
shall find that a resolution is irrelevant to the call of 
the Conference, it shall report such decision to the 
plenum and the question before the plenum shall be 
on the adoption of the General Committee's report. 

Minority Reports-Any IO members in any com
mittee may bring up a minority report for considera
tion in the plenum of the Conference and any 50 
members, not members of a committee, may bring up 
out of committee a resolution defeated there and have 
it placed before the plenum of the Conference. 
It was reported that a joint planning committee and 

a working committee had been established to imple
ment the agreement for collaboration with the W odd 
Jewish Congress. The Conference representatives on 
this committee are Rabbi Eisendrath, Miss Evans, Mr. 
Greenberg, Mr. Shulman, Rabbi Trachtenberg and Dr. 
Kohanski. The Conference members of the working 
committee are Mr. Grossman and Mr. Kenen. 

It was agreed that the members of these committees 
act as observers from the Conference to the War Emer
gency Conference of the World Jewish Congress. 

On behalf of the Palestine Commission, Dr. Silver, 
chairman, submitted the fallowing resolutions, which 
were adopted: 

The Interim Committee of the American Jewish 
Conference hails the historic declaration by President 
Roosevelt on Oct. 15th, favoring the reconstitution of 
Palestine as a free and democratic Jewish Common• 
wealth and pledging his efforts to achi~ve its realiza
tion. The President's statement attests the widespread 
sympathy and support of the American people for 
Jewish aspirations in Palestine, as voiced in behalf of 
American Jewry by the American Jewish Conference 
on Sept. 1, 1943. With this declaration, we look for
ward confidently to the complete realization of the 
age-old aims of the Jewish people in relation to Pales
tine. 

The Interim Committee of the American Jewish 
Conference records its appreciation of the statement 
by Governor Thomas E. Dewey favoring the reconsti
tution of Palestine as a free and democratic Jewish 
Commonwealth. With this statement, Governor Dewey 
joins the distinguished group of American statesmen 
who have given their wholehearted support to the ful
fillment of the promise made to the Jewish people by 
52 nations of the world following the last conflict. 

On behalf of the Post-War Commission, Rabbi 
Eisendrath, Co-Chairman, reported on the Conference 
delegation to UNRRA in Montreal. 

The Commission, he stated, was now studying a 
proposal looking to the establishment of a Council of 
Jewish Delegations which would unify delegations 
from all countries in presentations to international 
conferences concerned with problems of the peace. 

The proposal was informally discussed and was re
ferred back to the Post-War Commission with a view 
to its submission to the second session. 

The Interim Committee adjourned until Nov. 27th. 

... 
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COMMISSION ON PALESTINE 

Meeting on October 24th 

The Commission met on October 24th, with Dr. 
Abba Hillel Silver presiding. Present were: Dr. Abba 
Abrams, Jacob Alson, Dr. Israel Goldstein, Isaac Ham
lin, Rabbi James G. Heller, Bernard A. Rosenblatt, 
Max J. Schneider, Mrs. Albert P. Schoolman, Herman 
Shulman, Dr. Benjamin Shwadran, David Wertheim, 
Dr. Stephen S. Wise, and I. L. Kenen. 
The commission recommended to the Interim Com

mittee the adoption of resolutions welcoming the state
ments by President Roosevelt and Governor Dewey on 
Palestine. ( See Interim Committee report.) 

The statement of President Roosevelt, which was in 
the form of a message to the 47th annual convention of 
the Zionist Organization of America on Oct. 15th 
follows: 

Please express my satisfaction that in accord with 
traditional American policy, and in keeping with the 
spirit of the four freedoms, the Democratic party at its 
July convention this year included the following plank 
in its platform: "We favor the opening of Palestine to 
unrestricted Jewish .i.mmigration and colonization, and 
such a policy as to result in the establishment there of 
a free and democratic Jewish commonwealth." 

Efforts will be made to find appropriate ways and 
means of effectuating this policy as soon as practicable. 
I know how long and ardently the Jewish people have 
worked and prayed for the establishment of Palestine 
as a free and democratic Jewish commonwealth. I am 
convinced that the American people give their support 
to this aim; and if re-elected, I shall help to bring 
about its realization. 
On October 12th, Governor Dewey issued the fol

lowing statement: 

I heartily endorse the Palestine plank in the Repub~ 
Hean party platform. Again I repeat what I previously 
stated to the great leader of the American Zionist 
movement and distinguished American, Dr. Abba 
Hillel Silver, that I am for the reconstitution of Pales
tine as a free and democratic Jewish commonwealth in 
accordance with the Balfour Declaration of 1917 and 
the Resolution of the Republican Congress in 1922. I 
have also stated to Dr. Silver that in order to give 
refuge to millions of distressed Jews driven from their 
homes by tyranny, I favor the opening of Palestine to 
their unlimited immigration and land ownership. 

The American people have time and again declared 
themselves in favor of these principles. The Repub
lican party has at all times been the traditional friend 
of the movement. 

As President, I would use my best offices to have our 
Government working together with Great Britain to 
achieve this great objective for a people that have suf
':cred so much and deserve so much at the hands of 
mankind. 
The Commission considered and took action on it 

report to the second session. 

COMMISSION ON POST-WAR 
Meeting on October 23rd 

The Commission met on Ocrober 23rd with Rabbi 
Maurice N. Eisendrath, Co-Chairman, presiding. Pres
ent were Hayim Greenberg, Co-Chairman, and Nathan 
H. Brodsky, Meyer Brown, Jane Evans, Isaac Kornfeld, 
Louis Lipsky, Mrs. Albert J. May, Herman Muller, Dr. 
Joseph Schechtman, Dr. Joshua Trachtenberg, Z. War
haftig, Rabbi David Wice, Leo Wolfson, and Meir 
Grossman, l L. Kenen, and Dr. A. S. Kohanski. 
Rabbi Eisendrath reported on a. meeting with repre-

sentatives of peace-planning organization , at which the 
Conference position on an International Bill of Right 
and the punishment of war criminals was discussed. 
• Miss Evans, Chairman of the sub-committee on 
UNRRA reported on the work of the Conf erencc 
delegation, which included Dr. Kohan ki and herself, 
to the second se sion of the Council of UNRRA in 
Montreal. (See Co FERENCE Rr ORD, October.) 

Dr. Trachtenberg, Chairman of the ub-committec 
on Political Status, submitted a proposal for the forma
tion of a Jewish Representation. Th i was referred to 
the Interim Committee for consideration of the prin
ciple. 

On motion of Mr. Wolfson, the chair was authorized 
to appoint a sub-committee on Rumanian affair , m 
view of the situation of the Jews in that country. 

In1migration to Palestine 
The Palestine Administration has liberalized its im

migration policy in Palestine to the extent that it will 
make available a number of certificates for Jewish 
refugees who are now in liberated territory, it was 
announced in October. 

It will allot 10,300 certificates to the Je-. ish Agency 
for Palestine, at the rate of 1500 a month , retroactive 
to Oct 1st. 

In recent month immigration into Palestine had 
come to a virtual standstill bee. use the Administration 
insisted on reserving certifi ate fo r per on in Axis
ccupied territory. This policy was protc ted by the 

Jewish Agency. 
On Sept. 25th, the American Jewish Conference 

submitted a memorandum to the Briti h Embassy, 
charging that the Administration was "hoarding" the 
certificates and seeking to perpetuate the White Paper 
policy. It appealed for a revision of the poli y asking 
that certificate be granted for refugees both in A is
occupied and liberated territorie . 

The Conference memorandum also protested against 
recent statements by Briti h officials ceking to dis
courage Jews from seeking admission to Pale tine and 
against the continued detention of some 1500 Jews de
ported to Mauritius more than three years ago. 
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into the combat service of the army from which rhey 
had previously been barred. The majority of Jews are 
still unable to re-occupy the homes from which they 
were driven, or to resume their former occupations 
both in the government service and private industry. 

The Allied military commission, created to super
vise the execution of the armistice terms, has a moral 
obligation to insure that justice is done to the Jewish 
population. Unless immediate and energetic steps are 
taken by the United States, Great Britain and Soviet 
Russia, the liberation of the Jews in Rumania, brought 
about by the victory of the Allied armies, will be 
nullified. 

Of the pre-war Jewish population of about 850,000, 
no more than 290,000 remain there now, partly be
cause of the annexation of certain Rumanian territories 
by Hungary, bur mainly because of the terrible process 
of persecution, starvation and extermination to which 
Rumanian Jewry had been subjected since the affilia
tion of Rumania with the Axis in 1940. The number 
of Rumanian Jews who had died by the end of 1943 
as a result of persecution is estimated at a quarter of a 
million, of whom 125,000 were murdered and the re
mainder died in the course of deportation and as a re
sult of starvation. Rumanian Jews were ousted from 
their economic positions by discriminatory laws and 
practices; their property was looted. Actually, the 
overwhelming majority of Rumanian Jews can be re
garded as consisting of displaced persons; 185,000 of 
chem were deported tO the Rumanian-occupied part of 
Russia ( so-called Transnistria) in the middle of 
1942; of chis number, almost 100,000 perished, where
as about 15,000 may have been repatriated to Rumania 
at the beginning of 1944 and left there without any 
protection or assistance. 

According to authentic information, out of approx-

imately 290,000 Jewish survivors in Rumania, the fol
lowing categories are almost completely destitute: 
90,000 returned from forced labor service; 17,000 re
patriated deportees; 20,000 returning from outlying 
districts; 10,000 evacuees from war-stricken region 
and 20,000 persons who had been bombed out of their 
homes in Bucharest. 
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