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At ryur meeting on October 30t and at a subseQuent e tin&, P discus d th esoluti.ons 

and greed not to nress action on then unless ~e got the green li gnt fr mt e State 

enartment and fro the Pre ident. This was done not out of ~r desirP not to offend 

the Sta te Department or the President, but to protect ourselves 3€Bin t t e 

kind of surprise hich wss jumued on us last s rinc:;. ~, e wa nted t "' o ~e sure 

before we moved. In the discussion tat dev~ on, some er.e oft opinion As to ,. . ) 
/ hether e should nroceed ~i th t 1e --esolution at al 1; S'J::Je felt that tne o ution 

a no longer imno!"tant si nce we ad ti:..e Pre,-:,id.ent' s state · e t of Oct b~r 15t ,1. Otners 

el t t 'r1e.t t e r e-o enin5 o d.i cussi ")n in Congress w uld gi. ve the oo osi tion in 

Congress a.~ opJortunity to attack us. Sona felt we ryuld ·ve a bette en nee with 

the ne . t Congress: so e objected to t , e Resol tion as it n 

word "ultimately-11 and tho ht W we could get b. better 
I • 

r 0 ads because f the 

nerhans a joint 

resolution in the next Con6ress. ,hile n~-fl~~a&~~t40ft..,M~~'tffl~ nv o_ these, it 

ead with the sol tion nroVi ed 

!l bj ect i :is deve tile State Department or the President. 

Accordingly Dr. 1ise, Dr. Goldnnn, and I called on Stettinius on November 9th. e 

asked him for the green 11 ,,. t on our Congressional esoluti on in vie. of Secretary 

~f a.r Stimson•~ lett ren vine tne military .bjections, and i 1 vie of t :1e party 

d the President's on sta enent. Stettinius ad no opini~ of nis own, but 

that I or eitner of tne otn .r t 0 menbers no called on Stetti ius ,...._ 

wou d not nres for th .. esclu.ti n i: t e State Deuartcient or t :1e President ret( stered 

object ions. If y one b are sucn a rornis, it a don bef r • ft ""." t h intervi e 

and not by e. 

On _o em er 15t Stetti~ius teleo.one to ,ise wh tr nsmitted the info ation to a 

meeting of t rLe Executive C 'lit tee and of tne full Council on ovember 21st, th t t e 

Pr~si ent thou rut t:1R.t we ou1 d D')t roceed • t i 1 acti n on the Resol tion and t l at the 

matter s. ould be Pft with im for a 11 ttl e while longer. 

a disscussion s ed. It w .... s cl. ·~ that the Council r?. nots tis ied 



thAt Stettinius' re-ply,-closed t::ie rna.tter. On t 1 c-:,ntrary, it as elt by auite a 
I 

few t at a mista! e h_n been made in goin~ to Stettinins in the fir!3 -olace to ask 

whether t .ere was any objecti n. ,e sn ,u d Ji.ave assurneci in vie of all tnat had trans

nired - the narty ulatforms, tae Presi ent's statenent, Stimson's lette:x-tn t the green 

light ad in f 1:1.ct been et ven. 

I arguea. at this meeting and so did ot~ ers t!l.at a strong effort should 'be "1 de to 

reach the President and tour e uuon him to cnange hi . mind.~Wflill~ounosition 

be gravely misinterpreted and was unfair to ur Cause. 

Dr . .. 1~e opuosed such action . The President, he said, ,_,.as lea,rinb t .. e cou.ntrv Plmost 
UP 

immediately. He a sure tc take toe m tter ith Churchill. FurthQrmore, Con 

otilr.l adjonrn in a few da;rs. 

~ Congress. n both of these matters. Dr. , ise 

was mi~inforl!led. 

he Council greed that a strong effort be made to each the President. Dr . , 1se 

insisted that only ~:ngner snould be seen to carr:r out ~nis missi'>n and su6gested t at 

he. f an 6. Mr. $_ :ulma.'1 s t ;8€Iler. Ch~i rma1 0~ the ~~ecuti ve 

Co~~ittee felt constr invite oyself in and to st te that ther may be ethers 

h() d be asked to see t • e President. Dr. ,/i st> yiolently objected to t is and c n-

temptuously referred to S nator Taft as not a very person to see t. e Fresi dent. 

It was clear that Dr. ·i se w s ieldi!lg onlJ to uressure and that if t · e 

to him, no earnest effort ould be !Ila.de to urge t •1 e President t c.hang 

soon began to multinly t t tis indeed w s ths case. 

is ind. Proofs 

s f I~ emb~r 21st, therefore, u~ Council ad agreed on two things: (a) not to nress 

our R slllution until we got t e green 1 i£$1 t, and (b) to try to persuade tho ?resident 

to chan .,.e his .mind and give us the reen lignt. Unfortunately, the President w a n t in 

a.shington d c uld not be reached. In fa.ct he has not been directly cont cted by any 

one of us or by ,my friend of our Res~lution to tnia day. E erything has passed through 

the hAnda of ,.r. S tettinius. , a.gner tried to reach the President on Thanksgiving Day 



who ave him the same answer hie we had reviously received. It " s not u.nti l Dec

ember 2nd, eleven days after the ,ecting of ou~ Col'!ll71ttee, th t 9&ner wrote 8 nersonal 

letter to t e President, a letter whic I .1P-l~ed him draft, in which he exulained the 

sit ation as he sa it and ap~ea.led to t h e President to witbdr~w is objections,and 

it was not unttl Dec~ber 4tn tnat e received the reply in tne form of a laeter t o 

on. 

But by December 4t11 certain events our Resolution had al e~~v 

-olace . Things had been set in moti n i thou.t personal urging or proddin as gryme 

have suggested. • 'he gossi n has bee"l spread abroad t. at if I personally had not reseed 

for the Resolutio in {ashington wen I arrived on overnber 27th, tne Resolution uld 

have re ained quiescent. I did not go to . a ~in6ton on 1ovember 27th to pres or 

the esnluti n. I went t ' ere to carry out the instruct ion of the Council to try to 

bri:ig ressure on the President e his nind. The o mci 1 h 

f October. If you will cqnsult the minutes oft e October 30th meeting 

of the Council, I reported t 1at 11 in Antici -oati n of th rec nsiderati()n of the Reso ution 

when Con6ress reconvenes, th~ L ergency Council h en n raged •~ timulating afresn 

the of the en er of tne ~ouse and Senate Fo eign ff irs Conoittee. The loc 

emergency c-:,,lmittees in the commu"liti in whicn theee manbers reside n d been aek ed 

to annroac' t ·1em again and to brin1:, tne u-o to date on recent d velounents, and to s gest 

t t early action on th R solution nP.n Congress rec nvenes wold be desirable. he 

reEults receiveci of r a.re -ratifying." 

Before electi n ere uested ur Community Contact eonl t int rvie very 8on ress-

men d Sen tor d to 0 et thee led6 e to vote for our es lution s oon s Conbress 

reconvenes. e sent to e,,e CongressMan and Senator our book 11 eric an Palestine" 

wl ic cont.Fdned t. e print ~d oninion o ne rly four . undred membP.rs of the ur sent ouse 

and Senate. The President's lett r on October 15th w ccocpan ied it. t statement of 

Sen tor a mer that y for Conc.>Tessional action. The con enti n of the 

z.o .. called for sueedy acti non t e Palestine Resolution. Congressman ]luo announced 

on the he of the Pre 1 dent' etAteme .t th t l.e ea meeting oi hie Committee 



on th~ d y after Congr ss rec nvenPs I 
All this nrou anda of ours \"las r fleeted in t.he Congress 1'h n it recon ened . .._.'tte~ 

were waiting for action; they ere exoecting ction, and od Md sufficient reasons 

would ha e to be given, ei:; eciall to the members o: the Senate Forei RelR.ti n s 

ComTfli ttee, who ha.d been critic 1 of tne President's action in the snrin , a to why 

ction, so consistently and persistently c led for by the JpJs f America, h uld 

n,:, be deferred. 

Congressman Blum ~as stoned fron m0vi.n5 forv~r in his Committee by our request to delay 

evertheles he found himself 

long telegram to Dr. 1ise contain an attack 

C llar for in regards to the esolution. 

made n hi b~ssman 

Both Senators lagner ~r~'ft, 

who snonsored the Resolution wer~ e -e r ~~,et action. ,1th both oft em it a~ 

matteT of honor. 111\ey were committed to these esolutions and indo 

Resolutions were used favorably to them during the camnaign 

t eir oblig ti~n to the Jewish neonle. 

ney wanted to di scnarge 

You wa recall that at the :r venbe r 21st me~ting I t 1 yo ·t tilat Senat r Taft hrui a.lread:r 

ta . en un tne matter With Connally. and th t Conn 11 · had invited him -cea be or 

th Foreign Relations C0r.mittee on the ?2nd. ln oth r word t e Foreign ~elR.tions 

Committee as reared to act f vorabl,r on our 'qesolution the da fter we hA.d decided 

to reach t e President. Onl~ ut o courtes· to Senator W er, ho :v s absent from 

, shington, w s the meeting uostponed tote followi~b week, - Ovember 29th. 

Cont.ressman Blum knew of thi. contemnl .ted eeting of the Forei ·n Affairs Committee sched

uled for, ednesd y, the 22nd 611d ostnoned to the 29t. H did not wieh the Senate 

Commit tee to get ahead o him. Prior to y CO Min r to , asnington, e had al rea ~, ran ed 

to have the Congressman' indorsements of the Palestine resolution, ,w ica appeared in 

our !)Ublic tion, America d P lestine, document 

e unon. 

I arrived in ~ashington as I ind.icate1, on t 27th in order to see w t could be done to 

reach and e lain thins tote President. I ad personall· bee, unable to reach Senator 

W gner by t elenhon . I ad ired to Dr. ~Yis e on ?Jovember 22nd, tne day ter CU!' neetinv I 

i:y 





to this effect "becrn se of strik Pre, could not reach y 1 b·r tPle .. 1one. Str n 

urge you to con tPct Blu.."'l irnmedi tel .. , and 1.1rt;,e im to se th~ C. ief nd ne su de him to 

e:;ive tlearance to Resolutions •..• Plese inf rrn oe by telegra'll o telerhone results 

of c~nversation 1th Blu!!l. 11 Dr. ·:1se ne er replied to this tele6ram of mine. }, 

original f eline t et e had no intention to do an u-t'1in0 to hel n cnanGe the President's 

mind w~s c~nfincPd. If an thing could be done, it ad to be done quickl~ for he 

days of Congress wer runnin ut d it could best be done fro~ base in ao~ingt~n. 

On the ,,er--r day that I arrived, I ent to see Congresr1an Blum to ur<::e in to get in 

touch i th the President. rro m surori se, he t:>ld me thRt he had al re dy med what to 

hi. ere eood and sufficient inaui ries II d') n the hill" as he ut it, resumably ;;.t th 

State Denartrnent. It should be reMem·bered that BlQ"l r budg o itnout consulting the 

State De rtment. re had freauP.ntly criticized hi.m for bein· a subservient to 1 nf the 

State Denartment. l w~s amazed to hear from him th~t e.t _ e had learned tne e ::;\S of 

sue~ little influ9nce with him, that he br,~~~ed it aside a f no r1oment . Tuey hRd tl")l.d 

nim someth in bout an i tern Which . d.. apneare in the " imes11 as t t e Vatic . ' ttitude 

towards P esti~e and sn ethin 

~ 
a.bout t e Arab's n avorably reaction tr> tne President's 

statement of Octob r 15th. H oted himself as navi ., aaid to t e rson in the State 

Department, resum bly Stettiniu, tat ~n October 15th the President ad aid ao and sn 

.d y u c0uld 

tif~~ e! Sf_ !~(~ J,_ ~ad1~ ~ _llt~ t t that " 
~I ~~_/ 
i ff airs ConT'li ttee~ ~ "loy.-41 me-nber 

i- tion, who ne Rl! a.b ut t. e 
. .._, ~ )k .. w,~ ~ 

reoor ed objections o= t e State Denartment 
r 

nd f the Presi-

t, felt nevert eles free to mo e for ard with our esolution, I certainly as not 

" the man to di ssu de hi • 

President's o nositi n. 

I di not knnw t the time how determined and relentless was the 

A-.~ 
~tat ... aat certainl gave one tne definite 

t t.1e could not be ov rc'1me. Blum wa. somewhat 

-passage in 

his Com'lli t 

~ t\. 

~ ~, 9111111::1' 
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pareii ;e take the c:t11:Br?. ee ft?ffl_ 

A.s you knr:, f did tak place in tr1e aous ForeiC-1 Affairs Com it e n 

,-r dn d "e es a_ , lhvember ?9th. 

I triei to re .ch SPn to a er rom the day a.ft er our meetin - on lfov I oer ?l t. I c ld 
is 

not reacn hi. He was in seclusion and his secret y w uld not 

;ise an Shul Pn SF e~ in A,l ntic City on Sundo.y. ov ber 

n t kn() hen I finally did get to see the Senator 0n esda:,r, 

love ber 2 8th at dinner, he certainly n d no ulans of sPeing t 1e PresidPnt ton~ led 

his obj~ctions. But he was ne rtheless deter ined to go into t e meet.i 

f tn.e Senat oreign Re 1 , tions Co~mitt~e and nress for his Resolution. 



On Tuesd· y, • r . !..>hy. un telephon~ , • ne secr8 ary in in ton 

• him b. lon:; line of reason • .. h • t' e ~ ena-:, Jr .., ou ld se his _ f .t. ort.., to 

) st~one consi iera. t • or f our res 1 u i :1ns b. ' tne Senc... e Commi ee . 

• ere ~ rkin, t cross p r ooes -- L,e qnd S u nan t>ressin,; 1 1H.1 ne t uve 

his resolution ,:1nelved, b.nd r, r llo·,·, . :i 7 t lea.r line i ndica1.1ed D' tr e oir·il/ 

urgin"" the . enator to e in t.o C ::i th 8 .cesi el t • rie .um t \ i LL ' ) ..., r.:, r· 

nis obje tion t tue pas..,age of tne reso 1,i ,ic.. ·1 er OU. hi se . t 1e victim 

o ... 110 op osiri,.; forces . ullin~ .rlim in different irections . l e 

)eople in Ne-. Yor in 

He "s t ffle 

was infor1ue 1 , December 11. our 

resol tion if en "or s • his ·,•· s 1lL<e 

t e e~rli?r Leetinas ·l~n he ~10 e up vi or 1. ·or nis resol t ion ..... nd 1' re 1e 

i.tnnounce t at he :ould press f r hi~ re 11 ; o e e 

ublic declaration g·in~t it . 

the resi en Cime o i 

0 ,e n· s • mornin . Nove. er ' , t'.e ver ~te ore -rr. Jle tions Co:ru.1ittee 

met ,., c nsin er our res 1 iti n . This was t e ueetin tnu t hu een os ooned fr L 

he ·ee ~ before b ca se of ,<.l. ner ' s • bst.,rice fr Jl;l en t r Tc.1 t 'l o n~ 

been invit d to ten tne eetin':> 0 • f of ne res 11 ion. .., 

ma.de cJ. :;tr n µl e in beh lf of he res t • or . He i r~c•~d of ne 

r soluvion ho·1 ·n .. y it . ,.. , c:... ,:> introduce uct i r deferre QI it 1. t e 

3 ring becaus e of tne inter·✓e. tion f t .. e b.r ue art, ~llt, ho·,·• fl se ooj C Orl S 

been lly ho o th oli tic· µ· rt· t:S an bot re.,i r ent·· 

J e:iish Co.1m on-rn· t . U e 

ex lained in det· il li' t Go .• .. o e· h 

, the off ic • u l stat ment i • • ed b , tne J e~ is 1 .ti nc on e s bj ct . 

He • lso t t t e o "ulti utel.1" nt..s le t .i.·undern • nd • n . n· J en· tor -
e ted s 



t' e identical words used by the rresident in his state.nent on vctober 15 . 

During the friendly discussion ,uhich ensued, 3enator Connally en1e vored to establish 

that the State Department r· objection to action t. t t'-lis time . i,hereupon some of the 

Senutors expressed greut indigna.tion . How could tne State Depa.rt.nent ob,J ect in 

vie« of the record of the President's endorsement six weeks ago? Some of the 

Senators insisted that tt1e .State Department ms evidently spet .. king for t he resident, 

they e subjected last .Sprin6 w:1en the Jem ... te was restra.ined from 

• acting upon the resolution avo,.edly because of milit,,rf conside.c<..1.tions, 

almost simultaneo sly. the President hi.1 self made a oublic stater~ient to the ,,ionists 
L • 

military . The~ victimi~7 ed 

a second tirne . If .. ne St.:.;t.te De • rt 1ent &d ::....ny valid reasons 

Secret,;.1ry of Jt te otettini s in t1erson should coue before t'1e Co1ru i ttee and acce·Jt 

full res~onsibility\ • He should tel1: resolutlons should be 

The vo.runitt~e at first voted 9-6 to dispose of the resolution i ,unediti.tely . 
I 

Subse~uently, as the result of Conn~lly's insistence tne Cou.mittee voted ll-5 

t J delay action for a weea, Viith t e understanding thut 

1 Jena or d· crner 

endeavor to see the 1)resident cl d obtain frum him 

reported op.>osi.tion . After the Committee adjourned, the opinion 

r J( er. _rs, that the resol tion ,oulrl undoubtedly 

be a» roved at the next meeting of tne Comnittee on , ednesday December 6 . 

On Friday December 1st tate De )art.J1ent to arrange ·or 

a conference This confe rence ·;,ms set for 1,, on ay 

In kee inP- w i t l t he directive of t e Senti.te Corill!li ttee, ~!agner 

decided to aerrl. a personal 1 tter t the President . I dr~fted a memor~ndum or him 

wnich he ini .,ht use in ilriting to the President . Thi letter as sent on aturday, 

Dece nber 2nd . This -;us tne first direct contact alto gh "'t·11 ~ 1 not a person~l 





one ·:,i. l tne .e Pr~s·dent b ·n.r friend on t res 11t ·on . 

Thin •• s t1e s • te !1en i.:.rrived i n )it tvb IT h ica1. 

J ::is 'onf renc e , on even in , Dece., er • nd. 

• ncrinf! fire 0 U Jendi r 1ord frum ..:i et tini1 s ~ d t.. re ) ly fr r . .. he? e .... i ~ent t o 

tter . ~er · tor,· ~1er and I w~ e uit·L~ f o r our e. µo i n mert 

• ith 
r, ettini s .. 1ondtty noon . s e t r:uin d t o • c t .:, 

I 
·+ lvS et rmin ion ver .. ,. res.,ed r ro ed b , me . 

1 • d h3.d t..do~ted t o . ) e 

C n ~i 

T e ou-, e ti ore· n ff airs vo.. i ee r · bly . Its 

u.ct • n id been ,,. • r;,l., h e ile rl b,\ tne J a-1:inn press an b t e .r cwish ublic ... n 

b. • m of t ne ~e ers of e Zionist .~rties , 

It ·"4s my inLention upon m.v a.rri v; 1 i r.itt . h, n ,::, · urr- ( 4, r eve i.1 , 

, t c ... 11 to et er· t ' 1. 81'S e Int ri l Com i 1., t • e :: I i C '1 
I 

/ 0 w"J i ll rec 11 e . ree 0 • ct on () r ~ff irs he i... een m e ln::, s of e -
Counc·l~ the t:o co-c • in ru o· t e ~o 1cil t1.nd the r, e~ent · i ea o he J e • ish 

.1. ency . To m.... a. • • ,eu.e di co~ ~red pon ID ' &rr·v~l t Dr . lsr·el 'o c s t ein h d 

durin ~ dt.. Cblled u .eeti r of t. e ~xecu Z . OI • t on 

not nl 

b t 

Dr . Goldstein k.ne 1 th· t e·tuer Ln I 1t r·m C IilIDi !l d 

'S 'et isc sse t 1e .n- t ,er · n t r o.t I. tive 

V ~ir u· n of t Council ·~ 10 es t ) t ole s·t • tio , s rot 

city t ive h'" !Ill. t tee . 
n r ... ation t.e su ,j ect .f illin 0 on en 

t verlook t f• ct t ·t if t ne eµ be re JO t b ae, it uld .. st . l ve 0 

? 
b n 0 tne C Council . f e I ar ·· v d, f d t e u.l s of t e 

of r nor~. • tion u.nd 

misin:· r1u t • on rs 1 in :hi h bee t 1e io se 
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Comr ittee . cu. 10t un er..:,tun w ut Zionist •ur.,o e Dr . 'ol. tein · n ende 

of delegates many oft em non-Zionists .ere 0 athered not for 

b t foJ." the 1 1erican J e .ish Conference, an .,here nothin 

~ionist vonve ti n 

lt 

from hasty and ill-considered opini n. exJres0ed on insuffic ent and l<.1r ely 

real motive of Dr . Gol~stein ' ·st 

as ed by t ne o.>inion amon he 

ele~·tes t: t the resol~ ion one. anl t disc edit. "f po. siole. Dr . Silver 

•,·,hoe .a.ue h~d been so clmrnly identl ied ith the resolut·o.u . 

t "t 0 Zio V 

t - Tne mids 

of u me of t e de leg tes , , e act • lly p i s oned b. • t s subtle rooa 

t e over :, elming m ,j ori ty ,elcom d an t:1. clai e e re~ol tion as evide ce 

rece;Jtion hich it r eceived , 1en i a s reud t ·i y r . • • ufru n in is 

o. enin r 'ddress and by myse f in ,'{ • drevs o 'unda.~ n r t . 

The resolu ion s u· s e by the J ouse i of c urse an excel.lent one . ,,ere 

Chur chill to announce tom rro, t· t En lan t..S resolved t en t ,ors of 

P· lest· e for t.e free entr T of Jes ~n t ~rant them f 11 oo ,ortuni for 

colonizution so th· t t 1e Jewish people me.. ultim el.~ reconsti ute alestine us a 

free c:..1.nd e ocr .... t • c co1:unon\·1e · 1th the J L> eople t · e orld ov r ould celebr· e 

t 

Dr . " se .en he telephon 1, r. bloom on t 1 • J , e resol io 

told nim and me over t.1 tele• honc t ere 

as . The exc se ·1 • ch Dr . Goldstei ne 

1 im 

e ne 

• < . one, eed it 

or c· 

e 

meeting in m absence, ,:b.s that e ~ ..... ted to L3. e ~ sta.tement a needed he id nee 



/, 
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It ins ch an atmos~ . ere t1.ut fond ID) sel . hen .L arrive at the ;t.. s 

, i llia.m Penn - bu ine. s 

delicate • nd ent· I as a ..... ood C r 

h·rm and confusion i cul r • I anted , ho ever , to 

immedi tely t -) the lnLerim Co 1ni t tee, and 1:.1.s',.ed .. r . Sha . 
-0 to invive to a 

n,eeting that ver .. v ni 6 ht altho Jh it ·c,u.s close to rnidni,ht . ,r . 0 han· o re ~o ed th t 

Dr . .,i e s too tired, an t ut Dr . "oldrn' nn • a.S n t ~et in t he city- . t herefore 

re 1uest ,d i.,r . ha.iiro to cull e n1eeting for uun 1 morn in . ,tr . .J Obenh s 

invited t the 1Ii etin"'.) as c.;. mer.her of tLe • ~·ish A e c . . I invited ,r . . hu ·n 

bec[~u ·e he ad been ,)~ointed o t er !:th Dr . ,i ce ·nd m self, tot~ t o hrin 

re .... i ent t c1an e .is min . 'ir . Li,)Sly und Dr . 'ol 11c...1 n .ere 

But r . • ise~ .,o 1 d r-'1 eviousl,,..- to i , r . 

comin to t 1e 1eeti!1J di n co, , t..nd s t t ,· t Dr . ise 

ref s -d t o c obe be'-!au.,e he n:inted t e ~'mere ic~ Go . ll . regu.rded 

tiut s an un~· rranted re u 'f n ed • t • tude for o c to t....,s ne .s ir ce 

e h • self a~ so 1 rgel ins tr nent 1 in )rkin ou t e ~rr· ge., rt ,n reby, bet een 

etings of t h e .er· e c lr.tertim L,01:.rnittee ·muld consider t ie ur 7 ent 

f t e Cow1cil . n· ve co e t ~ re ort, ·nd fo ino..> 

( to lave re ~uested sue c1 nieetina . sho 1 t1en lave 'nlicu t him 

r • rded s 1ch a m .... eting at t~ ..... t >a.rticular time • rn p lace a ., undesirc...ble . I ave 

t e membe ·s of t e In .er· n Conuni ttee a.ll t 1e 1' cts . I t ld t .em of h meetin, 

1icn ,,a ner and I t •r e t h· ve • h tettiniu t e ne t da.7 . I to t, te f t e 

le er at " n ... Lad s e t to t h resi ent and t · t ,e e~e c1.itin 

I to t em of the vtitude of' t1 ---enate Comm·tte · nd ho tbeJ ere deter.wined 

to move ·lon r ltt 1e resolutions . I corr·ected for t ne 

nad beens r d amon: 

o tne ..Zme r irency Counc • 1 . In fact t 

c uld do . - ·ere still follo,in t e position 

he 

eet·ng 

'o cil 

Errer ency Council 

.hat 

that 
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on 

Pr sicl nt c..lthou hi 
• c on ht..d ositivel 

r d ,ent· ti vel;v n t . 
could 1 . 

not s ee t ,e ,.isdom of c· llin or . .:..1 1.eetin
0 

o he 
Emer ency Council in th set in0 of the .rt,er-=..., ..., n Je·.:.sh Con P.re ce. Lnd i th 
at osp ere er a.t d b. "'"he 11eetin· ci 11 d b..r Dr . Gold~ tein I nevertneless r · nted 
to inform he leaders of 11 t e purtir s of • h .... t ',L.S trc....snpiring . ,1cco din 1y. d rri g t ... e 

I met 1·th leu ers of the ~l Oale r ion ·n 
I had ulso 

F. , .. tein hnd . rs . Hi.l. rir f t ,e H as.,· h o .... et .. ,e . 
• r., )stein ref sed . •·.e v • n ·d & meetir, of Us E. r e CJ Counci . ..r0 ... "'" l•1rin

1 ev r cume . 

D . 11ise .en c.:...l d n un·u ho1ized 
oi 

eve in • Our co s • tu ion c ez,.rl provides t • t no s eci · 1 meet· ~ 01· the 
C[ ·1 d tno t e d y no i 

ood and suff • c • nt re· o sf r such cons • t tiorw.l rovi "i . 
·on u uinst .. recipi 

ov r-z • lou 
nu¥ pull o~f quick 

z on u • un· bl 
.ib.I1ner nd • g._ inst 

D • ,is t roe d d o 

to a tend it . The 
sus ct d resulted n no bing 

he·ds o le f r 1-- ·rti s t con ·aer 
hat s ould be done ·n ca e tne resi dent _ r"'isted • hi!:' oo ws • t · on . I sho Jc. have 

been to 1.eet "t'1 t 

reco nized 

I had o leav for shi 

r ,m 

on th 

uve 

e. es. u 

v nin i, n.ed • • tel • fi. r .. ret,ort t, the 
Jur er· Cl.Tl e • sl Cor .,r ce . l"\S rot .. i l r c1 1, I rus .ed r n, 

l tf rm to tne tr· in . 

I ·rrived in ,~shin to wond· 
ornin • nd .,re red r ys l s•or our l ervie · 

·1 • th ttiniu . This s t et· dec·siv intervie •. This .. s 
l irst r onal 

in ervie, hich ·nyone f us h· , ·th .:3 evt· is dm th· u >,ject s • ce 011.r et· g 
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01 'lovember .t ne · rl.: & nont 1)revio sl:,, . If ugner nd I coul . iJ -- ·su· de tl e 

8ecr~tc.i rJ of Stc..1. te ·., t t ... e Prt si 'ent 1.-- ..... s m .... kincr a colos s .::... l blunder in o os i ng 

the resolution l • t l.i action • oulci , e s eriouslu mi inter r e ed :it..t ~on re ~men 

and ' -no.tors on tr · !ill v:er e tt..l in :> of 

ul • re 0 urd it as ...,.. r a ve ,ersonal mb rrc:tSSH,e 

ts he h· d st· ted when le re· d t ,e 1Jresid .ntiul letter 0,1 Ucto >er 1 c; t .~ ut 

c le.:..rs t! e v·a. or Gongresca · on· 1 uction -- more cs ieci lly , if .. e coula 

throu .h ~tettinius to t he tne e tire ~ion· ut move 10 t a 

J e\·,ish • eople /:' . 
OJ. .• merica ed in deL · 1di g ac ion on tis .h 'ch 

h d. no, bee n hangir. r fire for over ten months an n:.i eopd 

.ould n be d • shed t t r e round if i becCAn.e 

knm n t :, t the resi( en • insis ed un & seco d d eferrm nt -- ;:e m ht succeed • cli·-r i g 

the re ident ' s Lind . 

/h·t &S OU hock L _l 'l.l ze .en .. . en .e "' "r: V d in . 1r . Stetti ius ' of fice to 

bes 1m a tele~rwr sent m b r Dr . so m· n y ords nt [.ted h· t ci.S 

concerned , if t mind, ell ;...mJ good; ·r 

he Pre i • ent . This of course, us he coni 

of J r.1erica would uickl;y rec ncil tne s he 

osine: r sol11 • ions t • t r . 11 ise 

gurdless uf 

what •;e s ..... id f r m on our case .. • s lost . Our tack • s . ro_ n . .e 

to ru e out our c· ~e as eff cti v 1 .~ v,e c 1ul • ti.C"ncr ;leaded t h· t his onor s 

t st·Ke and t e fresident as >Utt· him on t e spot ith his constituenc- . The 

res·aen ' s JOS ~tion seemed lto ether unre· son·ble . I c.1ve ,11 the 

o.rgument t my cornn- nd . I trt.ced t e hi t r · cf the 1 eot ten I ont s . I r . , d to 

S e ti iu t 1 rec,i ent 1 s lett r of October 1 , of v:Lich he r J· d he · rd~ • ut ~ ic he 

had ever ri=-e1d . He a.sked for· coy of it . 

o obtuin c opy o 

m of it 

e ct.. lied in is ecr 

res n ed ·t I 

r. • o be ure 
not - , -

re 

enou h to •• s ununs. er ole . e ·, ould i w.ned"• e y co munic&.te ·,i h he resident . 
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nu I • ev t ·mt our c se v;t..s lost . I had s en ti ...,_t ver· r ornin 0 on .:• v:uy to 

S ettinius t e r , licl tr•e President L&d o , ~ ner . nly s~rong 

,ise ' s 

n CA.de ~te .·'reside t co f i 

could move line • 1ich he h&d decided on . It :us Dr . ~-__ ...,11&.,- sise 's 

unct.uthorized tele1 ra, , t me 

the r f 1e , i nit 

in on ress oft e United St· tes . 

def(~t~ng our resolution 
., 

Ste ti ius 

Pres id ~n t -,·hat e rad told him . .. in 

~ e·r before t e enite Forei n He 

he send any repre en a.ti •e . 

OU my c ~et, or itnout 

hich e!e· ted our resolu ion 

r·ve res onsi ili r for 

this tr· ic telet r m, 

he ould i . ed ia te l ;y trL.ns1,.i t t o t .e 

le a ure us 

nor ould 

0 

B t ien t ne uen·te Com .i ee et on ,ednes~~y . De ember 6 0t 

If tr e e is unyon 1ere t ; t • ,.1 ines tz • t 1 1.... t ,o ,er t c 11 off t 1 r.1P.e i g 

on December 6 he is naive 

Committee has a. mind ul ... of its 

"' 

n te l\. la ons 

ed no to 

be rifle with r . It snoula ·lso s 

eeti g oft e Committee on li.: i ms 

Commit ee r c v d elegr&n 

th . ent H· d· f,s·ih n 

r urg·n f·vor bl • ction on t e reso u ion . 'he el r· sen J 

on December 0 ened .ith ' ~t ... te 1e . II 1e rn stl urv ·rou to r ort out L . . 

f• vor-bl t e e ... tine esolution for &.do tion b , . the ~,r <:sent Con!'r " 3 S 

Pleuse e· r hese f ' ct in .ind us of 
, 

uesd c.1.y , ce1ber t1e Pre • dents 

the Unit d offi ci·lly ur . the of the Zionist parti s ·~ es were 





Se te Fore·gn !el· t·ons CoHmittee to act ot to d fer cti n . This, i 

spit, o the rum ffiPetin 

1~t tr e meeti g o:' the Committee on Decem er o , te tiniua as v· sibly 

embt..rrr ssed and ill at ease . He :. • s hc..rd-or es s ed b., the Sena ors 1,ho • ~; k d very 

sec:..rchin -:i 4uestions b1:l.sed on t ie record of ne µart , , 1..._tforms and on t he st· ement 

coul not 

the ed o t he rnet-t.sure . en~tors t oLt· in 

the text of the letter 1-ilich ' em.1.tor ,,a ner rad f received fr 1m the Pres i ent but 

...:enu or 11a -~ner refused o disclose it insi. t · n~. 1 at it • s persorn~l . ..._ w or 

Clc.1.rk read the Presi ent ' s October 15 s t c...tenent ~nd d.Sked . .., t ttinius "if t11is 

is another ~,illkie CLtID! di n d ocw.1--nt i sued l e ·ore v 1e elccti o f r the ur o...,e of 

ge ti g votes ·nd r • t I e i g • hc..t it • ·d . " ,,ht...t r· s occurred sir ce t e :.t 

i s ance of t w.t s 1./ te111ent t s so cl ~rlv ch·ng d the s·tu· tion he usKcd . r . 

0tettinius . as •. itnout t.ny s ·~ isft..ct r. an.5 er . ven· tor L· ollet te, of , if,conson 

net ~ent into actio . He rPc le hat l·st rin0 • he r ohi .it d from 

:..c ed ,ed militar obj e tions of t 1e • · r e:>· rtr.1 nt 5u ;ID ed t hrough 

ene1, 1 arsh· 11, t 1e \.;hief of Gtc;...tt but 11 t o d· ·s l&ter t .e re"'ia ent is"ued his 

st~ te L,ent to Dr . Sil .,.er 'nd Dr . , 1. e &nd e m&.de look like In 

the enator ner 'J. o h d en 'dgered ior sever an ef fort to 

h~ve him ba.ck track 'irm . He ir.sisted tn·.. t. e Coumi t tee vote . The 

Co1 mittee v s ou to ote v: r one ue utor s t.. .,. ood ·::ill gesture, l,i,,J ked t r , 

he Co1 i ttee a l · :l its v ·e for t··; d .... s until Frid.:1y morni ecem· er 8 , to ive 

th President one . ore o or unity to su mi t in • •r i tin ♦ hic~1 ould he .• de 

.ubJic his re~sons for re uest· th·t t e rn .. te should not vote on t n re'"'olutions . 

It ·son t· is under~ h·t t e G mmi e ·djourn t • c he 

C011mi ttee a.d • ourn d ven,. tor in e 1r sence OL 0te tinius, s· · tcd 1ut 

r e urd e~s oft. e r n · dent ' s s tern nt ·ran he ould ·n ist on VO e . 

It .. ~ 
IO t..1 h. t tr1e res i er t ould is" e no ublic st ter. er.t . I V'·S 

ti l o cler r that onl. such a. pub ic tL1. te , ent ui:K y, ould e su· e e Co ittee to 
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r frc:iin rom voting . The ... t · te e 1 ·rt, en • n ~ . r . Conn· lly. • n perh· ps ..... 1 o the 

one l~st ~a o en tot em, ·nd t L..t ~s to e he Zionis s t err.0elv !3 o •. • tl ctr· • 

t cir resolution un er ressure he President . Tiie 'Ji onists •,ere o assume 

the role o" collaborL-.t· oni ts to ... ef( t t.1eir m~n resolution . 

touch ·ith Dr . , ise on I ednes ':....y . By Thirsd ..... uorni , Senator Gonn· 11 v: s 

ir.forming enL. tor Taft t ~t..t his resolution ·,ould not :v s he Cammi t ee bee · use LJr . 

·1 L:,e u.nd c. e .. ionists of t e\. York t:ould soon e h8u.rd t'r r . On t e • fternoon o • the 

sane duy , Stettinius te e _ honed en· tor •:.. ner and sked ti \·; e her Le '_c...d 

lre· dy heard f r o I Dr . , ise nd he ,io i· ts in 1 e. ork bcut .. 'thdr.:J\ inf! the 
I 

h· t r, s s· id 0 Dr . ,ise 

not 

did no t· e the rouble en 

f· ct that I ,ic. still the Li • irn • n of E d.ve hut I 

resi n·4 ion . nor had it been re uested, • nd long s re ai ed Cn irn·n 

I \'it..S t t .least one of t rs ond · le po it·c· 1 nea Council . 

s soon ·s e re uest ,.c...s mu.de of r . ,, i se 

to com )ly •. i th it . 11i t ou r co sent . a , eti1 , in fuct 

b,o jr..e t • gs one Thur""d· • t..ft rnoon - . b t . . 1 o r1 e in0 s i .. 

s it •. s v ed 

i n, • ords to re ·uest r] eferr the · resolutio 
. 

co1 ;llli tee • shir 1 ton on rid· me, ir s tr uc ed t s e h..i.t 

the r esolu ions The 0.1m tee·· sins ructed t s t:\ e me e ore they 

1en to tl e v· pi ol to rsuu e e to go t.lo • , • th the . othi g \',t..S to b done 

tilt e h·d so en o me . Bu b· ei t o ' clock in 

dem tor ,a er c....g· i ur in• him , to 

c commi tee 1. :oul e cowni ting 

1oss·l ·nd r· ic l er if tn y , ould do • t th La b en s t dov n to do . 

e ,.,er no res onsi e for ur e . .;S • n t e r olu 0 • he 
. 
en- I Co ittee ,'s 



,, 
ores sin ~ for it . '., e shoul ~ not t o the itner ·.ctn public ~ind our 

own fellm·, J e ·1s and Zionists the unenvit.. ble role o coming to c. srin {ton o fici ally 

to re4uest t ' e shelving of o r .1n resolution which re nu.d spent ec...rly a y elLr in 

our res,')onsibility to ask for deferrn,ent . It is su:'ficir nt to in ict,te t o .. r . 

Stet tinius ·_ nd t .rout:;h him to the Pre sic ent ct~ t .e u e. ot res onsible 

for oressing the resolution,..· tie that the matter is out of our ·nds . 

I furthermoi~e told t h em t!'1 .. t t 11e 0ena te Coumittee v.i..s determined t ) '- ct 

and nothing t ·1<, t l1ey ;,ould c:1.,· or do 'liould refrain tnen . The resolutions r·as not 

our orivate >ropert . .:iany other _, r )ups and individuals • er·e in~eres ,ed in 

as well as the uenators hemselves \'I o hc .. _d been uro-ed b: ihe~r con tit encies 

to do wht.Lt they re~ rr!ed q.S a fine hwnt:J.nitc...rian act . 

-- -::,- } '\ 
n ord 0 0 ~e the President 

s01. e com9romis e could be orke out 1•:hcrebJ a <.;, reemer.t c ·)uld be reccbed 
S • • Ce 

titettinius t ha.t t 1 House wou d act on the Resolu ion/XXXXE,......,,._-- l ts • .1rei - n 

Affairs Co .. 11T1i ttee had a lread:' 

Senutors ,.,. ha this mi ..,nt 

y be 1ersu0-ded t d y actio ~ 

it out, l..n ut 

x lained to t em. ors c. D 

the L>en&te iu.l.d not yet held , ear in ·s as 
' 

ey 

l e J ouse 
too, 

had done . As u. compromise/it ' s su._·gested tr.at the ven~ te mi. ht vo e . e r 0 s olution 

out w.:.tr:i. the un er.:1-:-,anding thu it ,iould not come to the floor of the enate for 

c..C t:on . 
. 

Tne Co.. i tt~e .,.h ich had ome down to s ee me t hou ,ht well of nese s g 1estions 

and an a p.)oinb ent ms made ~: t 'tetinnius to s e e e) ct. lled 

on Stet tinius . t>tetti i s inf >rmed t. em th· t .... s f ~r u • t e I1 o co cerned 

he was in no :Josi tion tu s· y a t 1in,~ . .tlS rur u the su h r to 

u.ction b,,r the uern-.te Coi"mittee a d not b:,r the benc...te it el.f Le thou_ht • vor...,bly 

of he s id t .r.;: t he v.uul tel~ hone ~01 nc1.lly u.nd us I un ers t,,.nd it, s ;ested 

u go to the CL pi tol b see L:onnal y . But ..:ern ... tor C nn· lly re.j ected the 

su.=-gestion as out of hand . ·ie old t ' em that was not t he v y the Gommi ttee did 



·+'~ b • 1:VCJ usine s . l,o n ly •• .... s confident t .at .e had h res ution o ne skids , 

since tnere hud been • n a ~r eI.ient r ~· ched :: :. th Lr . , ise, _ nd the v .r: ,r es .nee of e 

Gonmittee in,ict-ted to hi. t l ~t his plu.n a.w· tn-...t 01 the 

out 1 • te s tisf• ct Jr ily . Other .,.e bers of t Le b8nate Lommi t ee ·.hich ··,·us in 

se s eoion ·riile your c 0 .. ittee •ras nov~r ng ou sir' e its d oors .. ere ully u·, .. re of 

ht. t :ms p;oing on . The Zionists ·,ere d • vided . Tne t nem elves id. 't knm • 

·hu.t t ey ;anted u.ftcr , ·d r·n 

:or t eir resolution . 

.d high- res· ur • ng in t fr be. c.lf 

.Jenl,4 or ena.tor .... o~ , ally ~ 

to ro"Jor als ..... d c '>llil ter-pro os ~ls and s 

out o 

dro . i 

i .g to li <, ten 

t.ne . hole m~t er 

, hile in the ad,j oini 6 room ' enc. ors of he United ut· tes •, ere • ~i tin • mpu ie tly 

to act on our resolution . T1e uenators ~ re s ~and · nu b, \·hile your re~re enta ives 

1,,ere in the next room tr., ing in 

a.ction on t ne resol "'- . ..,ion . You~ corrmi t e : s 

·nto the meetin., of the CoJnrr.itt e • t o tell 

l u.lf-h • r d rr. t.. me r to rev t 

y inv·ted b) Connally to come 

·iat t ,ey rad tol rim 

enator 11 • :,-ner . Fortw1dtel·· t. ey di not ccept . t is · invit· tion , 

The bona te Committe e finally o dm" to t e usine s of' consi erin0 our 

resolltion . Ste Jtinius, 1ho :,,~s ex1> cted "id not curje . leit.er aid he r~n ,, .. ith 

h • m he re uested for 1ul st· tement in ri tin :-r from the Pre ident . I ste ..... d o ,. . ich 

statem( nt i;, s read the sate, et hich ,·· s fin .... 1, irsued h the utt e D rtment 

t .e follo i g : ond· y t · tin, t 1~ t the t · e e ·rt ent re u r ed • ction on our 

resolutions " un sir· hle becu.uoe of t he inte.1.·nu ion· 1 situ· t,ion . This r:1,· e no 

im res ion on e voffiIIlittee . ~en· tor Co,nu. ly proposed t : e resolu ion be 

t bled . This 'a def ea od 1-8 . .at t lis uoi t nu before ucn· or ,, ner coulci move 

for direct voe on is resolut·m1 os d a st· tu e . 

This s bs i ute e inated refe e1c tote" ut re :-~r s. 

it ·s ·n mor vement v t n e orig· · 1 re olut·on . Bec,us e of ·11 the elc.ys and 
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the confusions ,;,h icn hc..d ta 'en olu<;e since he firs m et· ng 01 he Co1 it tee on 

i~ovember • 9, oecc.use of t e inter si ve <..:~I. r irrnin , \', ich essing nose '.'::.. ld c.;. d nis 
some 

group did mon the 0en tors in he interim. ·rd oecau ·e/o~ ·en· tors 11ad oecome 

convinced th ... t t e Liionist le' ers t . em.~elves ere d ·:vided ( t eir uU ., ort o .... • the 

~-
.,a.gner Taft .::tesolution son e of the ~~-,,.u.v"U..,:.,,... a 11 \ • er- do •.n 11 

" resol ion mi ht be t r e eusiest way out for ever. bod , . ..)eve ~al • e1 .,. tors w 10 h· d 

pre vi ousl told 1a.gner tu ... t t le\ :oul ao do~,n he line . it . r6im, s it c.1ed over to 

the Vanderber substitute . 0 ~ ft: k\ _Jif...cL7 
-t;Q.. 6..••>" ~·-

Tl e tele ~r<:...m • 11ich D:r. 1.:selet~ te :j.i sent to t _ 0°'1btors <... s 'in 

"Je 1ish" be~:::' before "Conu on,•,ealth" riad~~ effect . 
I' 

It served 

of he vote it ¥as uar ed • • 

together so ,et·Le before' : 7 

0enator V· naerbera c nd Sen<... or ~ner s ould r. ee t 
~,l.u.,ao....-~ ~ 

1ona~ afterroon und ee • e cJuld ~ a " • 
hru. ing of tl1e resol tion s· tisf· .ct ,rJ 

action o tne 

oall .tk~ W ~ t ~~ 
~or.uni ttee to :vour Cornn it ee~lrl t} err ut 

• " I reported tHis 

it marfe' o~si le to 1.... pnr sir.1 of tn resolut· n , iCI ·.oul ...,e su tis c..C ory 

o us . , e 8 c o.· reed t tIL t it , oulo 

of he Emer erc,1 Council in ,:...shin t n 

be des· r abl 

{I;- . on • • mo 

to c, 11 a 11 e tir no of te !..xecuti ve 

in , rior to t e fim.l meetir g 

of t e ue . e .r'or ign el· tions Co. _'J1i t tee . ~ re ue ed 1 .. r . o rie to .... 
such a et· ng .frh1...t ,. . me f'ter oon T et ·, i h s a 0r "" .... m.1 r erg

1 
ho ri;.s not i 

f ly a·.· re of all t .e im)lic· tions f his sub t·tut motion . e fel n· he 

mrd "J ev" a d "Je ·ish" .. red six imes in t e reo.mble nd i t. - resolu on • nd 

tb..a.t to him it , , >eared s0111e\ hu.t too · rovocl.t·ve . ~ ree r u ily to t e 

c•u r e'~ion t .t e r soluvion hould reaci II solve t a C l' e re-· f ··rm + e .., 

c ion of on ress on .June 'O 19· • , b.nd in c nfor lity there":·th advises the 

resi et to se his od offices tote end tat the oors of Pulest·ne sh 1 be 

o en for free entr r of J e .. s in o t co 1tr c..nd : ... t t:1ere s • 11 e f 11 c lOrtunity 

or coloni ion so th t t 1ey m· y • s soon ar· ruct • c· ble recons i tute P· les ine 



P· e l' p· ra , r· h ~ 

t ~is • c ti on in Lon ';rev ,,.,. s t 1e final ·-in~ crusnin efeat, n· tu c... lly 

on t i--1e stra of t e elitn • rn .. tion of t e .,ord "J ·:ish11 ef'ore C .IPon '1 

itsel ·n t S • o·• t t 1 t· t • d~~- t. r o .~ ·:or na 1 a ~ t. vie or,y . 

' s rv r e_ • • n i' ell in o a mise , 
~~-~~~~~~L::-:i~~'YT:---:::--~~:7""::,r-::~a:-::s:--;- v t d _,, Le ' 11~1.1 " _..,_,., •• :,_ J, , ~ p f, i/ 
~ ~~ ~ l~ 

ble .. r· µ . is ... ove 
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as c... free ~nd derr.ocr&. tic co 'il onwea l t . " 

this 
~ 

s·ni:o afternoon .l L..S lled 

r.1eetin. t&.lk over tLe sitm .. L.o 

tru ... t I L.d 1.0 objection if 011r fr.i.ends 

·e as:0 d le to i1 ·crm, P • 

t o ,o rie 

o talK over ·,nt.. na. tr· lSf ired . 

I t'er;:,onall , cound not • t te d s ucn a 1.ee in • ttS I lad be avJ" ~·ro . m , u Ji t 

for o s uccesc-ive .,und ' ys ,J,_ nd must
1
out of defere e , m~' on1 duties .... he 
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t ha trnn pired in nshington in the 1 r.t te eek ,ointa up ain 

the consequences w~ich flo from dual or multiple leader~bip ln our Emergency 

Council. I am per d that bnd the conduct of our ~f lr been 1 tt in iqr 

handc and had the me berp of this body re i'ned unit d behind me, e could 

haTe acco li bed both obJeet1Tes, rsua.ded the President to oh ng 1P 

mind, an had the r olut1on,dopted by the Congre of the United Stpte • The 

cle Yege and cro r:- -currents ln our r n1c end the competition for control and 

prestige l ee\ to eeriou~ oriRes in our Co ncil before. 

Ln t Auguit I felt conetrAineo t o en in rq r e i en tion to thi~ bocy. At 

that Ii • t wc R the ca a of Dr. r~ld nn c rry1nt; on inde endent pol i t ical work, 

forestalling Wl n getting in our &¥• In &tober lt w the en e of Dr. iae 

who acted again ithout the authority of tbe mergency Council, in fact in clear 

counterYention to the in truction of the ~mer 7 eDCT Council which wa s th t the 

ZOA should not reque t, a aago from the Pr 1d nt for it Convention but that 

the cont l ated int erview 1th the Presid nt houl.d be devot ed to a eerioua 

di cuaaiu of Pale tine, tbe threat of partition, etc. A reque t for an inter

Tie with the re id nt had been made by Dr. iae and rtVself. Dr. ·1ae on hie 

own, and without ff\Y' knowledge. arranged for a prlT te interTiew with the Presi

dent at which time he reque ted a statement to be rend at the ZOA CONV IOI. 

Aa re orted in the papers the foll lng morning, the atatement which he rece1Te4 

from the Pre114ent •a a tboro hly bed one. It red \ha.t the Pre~ident, 

11 a cydlda\111 giv a hl! full auppor\ to the DemocrPtlc Party plank. •1\h 

emp ,1 on the wordA •a a candidate•, on which the r• 14 nt in i ted, al 

•• learned later OA. It WR onl7 b7 quick thlnld.llg am quick RCtlon that I 

obtain d that Yery dny a full endorsement ot the Je ·1 h Com, nwe 1th and a prOllll•• 

to work for it if elected, trom GoTernor Dewe7, b1ch forced the hand of \hi 

Pre ident and made him nT1ee hie po1l\ion t lee with Mr. Sml•n a.ad others 

1peAdiag cloae on to $400. lA \elephonlc 0011111Wlloatlon1 wi\h Sena,or laper aa4 

the White Bou• ,o ach1••• \hi result. Tba le\ter ,o s.na,or laper •hlob •a• 
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ree.d at the Zionist Convention was no letter at all, but a compomite of tele ~ra.ma, 

coopies ot •hie you may be interested to see. This letter whicn •a.a hailed 

and for purposes of our propaganda., it •as lll08t dosir ble to 1-11 es a grea, 

political triwnph. we nothing more than a pre➔lection promlee wre~ted b7 

force f rom an unwilling l r ~eident. That his heart wa" not in 1 t, that be would 

haYe pr oferro d not to h ve issued it, ls evidenced by h11 determined oppO!ition , 

a1x • eeks later to have the Congress of t he United Stnt es endor@e the poeition 

•h1eh ho pwlicl.7 to0k Oll October ll~h. 

!hat entire episode wae the produot of una-u.thorized and independent ncti n 

on the rt of Dr. ice and fe1. of his confidant•. It 3~ ~1~0 ecr ~tlve, s 

far as I was concerned. Dr. ise informed me neither of hie going to the 1hi te 

Bouse, of what he :as going to discuss with the President, nor after the meeting 

•hat he had discussed with' the President. Dr. this dq hae not g1Yen 

an explan•tion to the Emergency Council ot •w be went in co•terYention to the 

Counc11 1 e 1nstruotiim. end what transpire d, nor tJ.T he did not inform the Ex•cutlY• 

Cha1r~_n of hat bad transpired. 4t the meeting of our Executive on Oc\ober 12th, 

eome of 7ou expre sed 7our indignation at this procedure but not tho1 ~ who are 

tod9.7 so much a&itated at what the)" regard a contra.vent.ton of a Council dec1e1on. 

There ihe matter reeted. No action e taken. 

A similar unfortunate ai\uation which led to conaiderable embarraaement 

occurred in Februar~ of lat year, hen at the tnatruction of the ~•rg nq Council 

a1 of January 13t.h. an appointment Wat! requested with the P"giden\. Such an 

appointment was finall.7 arranged for us for 'ednesdny, Fobrua:r7 2nd. .e were 

at tb.8~~ time greatl7 diat,urbed b7 reporttJ hlch reached 1lf' from London o! an 

lnrninent announcement of a new policy for Pa.la!¢ lne bn ed ott pgrt it ion. Bu\ 

Dr. iae •ho ho.d a lecture tour ecbadulad on. tba P c1!1c Coait, attked Oen°r~ 

l'a\aon t.o po•tpone thnt interYiAw to J'ebrua.17 14th. flll• • @ done wt\hout m, 

lmowle(l&e ,uid without the knowledge of the iaergenq Couacil, •o• ot wboee 

member• creatl.7 re■ented thlB fact. 
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J'urtber ore, w} 11 we "e r , .)laD!ling to see the resident on Zioni t 

aff&ira, Dr. Goldmann, , 1th the le o~ ledge of Dr. ise, w a negoti ting 1th 

J os .n n o 1· ve non-Zioni sta an .nei ber of the merican J s Com

nli. ~t ee i nc l ud ·d in this appoint ~nt. On ] abr ry 3r~, r ceived lotter 

troll Ge. er ~l • at son, id t o the r e .-ident, eta ... ing t t the Presi ent tthad 

agr ed to rece1 on Februar y 14th Dr. 

Mon ky, r. Bl ua ain, • Proskauer, 

iae, Dr. SilV9r, Dr. o dmann, • 

• Held.K Th letter went on to aq· 

•t under t a thin conference has been reque t e·, of the l'lre iddnt in order to 

diac sa the oontin nc ., of im.-nigr a.t ion int .Pale tine D.lld the settle nent of 

the refU&e tn r in. ,ill ¥OU ple ae not f7 me of you: aoillt7 to attend at 

thi timo?d 

The Comcil voted that we should not att nd uch a mee~1n& and tm m eting 

•a fina.117 c lled of! to tbl erab rass nt of eYe17 one. orJClag at 0ro1a-

purposes. we had entangle oureel vea in an un avor ble 1 tu." tion. o e di · not 

meet wi~h tho Pre !dent until .~ch qih at llich I reque ied, follow-

ing the defqrrment of action on our Re olut1 n a• the result of the intenention 

of the . ar Depnrt .ent. Thu. , in praoticall7 ev y innort ant activity of urs 

duri the y ar, the d lit7 or mult1 plic1t7 ot· le der1dlip resulted in conf\l 1on 

an fru tra.tion. 

. hen I a umed the chair 

obairttnn .ip 1th Dr. iae o 

en1J of the Exec'\ltiTe of tnis Counoil, o.nd co-

t he full Council, it 1th the cl ar under-

tending th t the olltical le der hip of tbe ork of our rg~nc1 Council •ould 

be ve ted ~1th •• Thier could not have been arr d oub\ about tble thi g iA tbl 

mlad of Dr. iae for he had twice appealed to me la. the pre1enc• of Dr. eiallaAll, 

Dr. Ooldmanr., Mr. Lip q aAd other1 to aaau.ma that le ders!lip, becau■e of th• 

low 1ta into hic·h the polit.1cal work of our Movement hao fallen. I t ice 

declln d, 

Council. 

0 11~ of tbe nucleus ot opto ltion to :oe nlch exiat d •lthtn \he 

I ••• flnall7 persuaded to dsf7 th11 ••11 grou.p for the uke of Im 
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oau••• to as•UJ'DI tbe leadership. I mad it Yery clear to Dr. iae in a letter 

•hich I addrea ed to him on July 29, 1943, from •~1ch I Ml quoting: 

•:JJ-anlcl.7, rq dear Dr. iae, I am more concerned with 70ur po ition in tbe 

ma\ter than •1th Dr. Gold te1n1 e. Both 7ou 8.Jld Dr. eizrnann approsched me some 

110Dtha ago with the request to take oTer the direction of the political work 

of our Movement. You felt, as rnaD¥ of ua have felt right along, that there haa 

been an unfortunate confuaion, in eff1e1enc7, over-lapping and cro~ -purpose• 

in our political work and tha.t the aituation called for complet reorganisation 

and above all for centralizRt i on of authority. Both 7ou and Dr. eismann ae 

well ae Mr. Lipaq and other s.aked me tot e OT r this work. I delllllJ"red 

knowing of the determined op oslt ion of some ot the men who today control the 

ad,dniatr tion of the ZOA. I told you that while I waa •1111ng to tiglt for 

Zionism, I was not willing to ■tart a fight 1th Zloniat1 for the priTilege 

of sening tbe cauae. You appe led to tllB to taJke oYer the work on the ground 

that you yourself are heav117 encumbered 1th rran7 other reaponsib111tiew, an4 

are tired. You offered me your loyal coo er t ion which I knew would be forlh

cornlng, knowing the hole-hearted aup) ort which 7ou had given me a chairman 

of the UPA, an office hlch 70u also aaked. to tske OYer from 7ou ••• 

1Wben 70\l told me 79st.erd.a7 oYer t,be telephone that ,ou h ve been perauacled 

lo retain the chairJl8Jlehlp of \he Ziontat Eme1·genc7 COllml t.t.ee, I wa1 eornewha\ 

bewildered. If it •a• 7our llltent.lon to r main ln that l11por\ut poet, neither 

I nor a.a,one el1e would have cone1dere4 1uppl nt.1nc 7ou. !be offioe la 7our1 

b7 right of ••nlo• R.lld aoh1••••nt. la tbll Mc,vement. Jut I a~ wned all alone 

lhat you e&r11e tly ti bed to be relieYed of it. It •a• on the bn•l• of that 

understanding that I pe.rt.lcipated in lbe dlecuea1on1 in tlae laat few a>nth1 

looking toward■ a reorgBD1sat1on. If now 7ou feel thnt 7ou •l•h to retain that 

office not 1D an honor&r7, but ln an dtiYe capaoit7, I •l•h 7ou would le, • 

lc:no• 4eflnlt.e17, and 111 making nr repl7 t,o \he drat, letter addre•••d to •• I 
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•111 •87 that Dr. ,iae 11 bead of t.ba political emergency work of the Movement 

and there la no need for dratting me or anyone elae, And that ,uJ far aa the 

Preaidenc7 of the ZOA is concerned, I neYer aought that office, and I find 

opportunitiea for~ Zioniet aerYices in other tlelde ..•. 

•1 think the elt tion ought to be faced quite frankly, and attitude• should 

be moat •~17 defined or ii •111 lead to lncreaPed confu ion and bt•t.•rn••• 

which might culminate in another diaaatroua convention like that of Pittaburgh 

and Detroit. 

So that when on A.uguat 9, 1943, Dr. i•e, Dr. Goldstein aAd I algned an 

a&ree11Bnt in Dr. lee•• etudy ■tat.in& Mthat with the concurrence of all partiea, 

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver, CbalrDl8J'l of the United Paleatine Appeal, for long one of 

the moat diatinglliahed flgure ln Zionism, 111 be aumnoned to leader hip in the 

aphere of politicRl affdra by becoming the co-Chairman with me of the American 

mergenc7 Corrm1ttee for Zionl t Affairs, and a111u: ng aleo the Chairmanship of 

it xecutlve Connittee, the body re ponsible tor ~be centrslised direct on of 
. 

our political efforts•, Dr. ise kn .. ful.17 what I meant b7 leaderahip. a. 

under tood tull7 •hat I would not aeaume the role of a Y1ce-Pree1dent to him or. 

that be would retain thee• autborl\7 1a the political field which' wa hie 

before he nnd others invited• \o aaeWll8 the political direction of our work. 

Unfortunately, aa soon aa the reorgl\.D11ation of our Couacll began ,o aho• 

reaul.ta and new life •a• lnfuaed lnto it, Dr. iae changed h111 mind and pr res£1Yel7 

to ao\ a• \bough I waa a aeconda17 aRd almost negligible fflloer. I ha•• n•••r 

accepted Dr. 1••'• u.nllateral interpretation ot h1 role aAd llllne ln \hla COWlcll, 

and I do not now. 

It le clear, however, that thla bod7 Callnot..., luger contlnu to opera,• 

oa tbat ba•l• or we •111 be going •t•adll.7 tro• bad to wor••• 



I ould 

to look into thiF. 

tion tructure 

t that a comnltt • repreRent1 all parti • be pointed 

itW!l.tioa closel7, to make a ce.reful 1tud7 of our orcsnisa-

ith an eye to the and amoother functioning 

of our Council, d bring in report for our con ld r tion. Tni, I reg rd 

a1 of Ylt 11 ortance. 



Suppose what had transpir d 1n the last fe e ks had not tllken 

place. S ~ o e nothing hnd been done in connection ,1th our Re olu.

tion in the Houae and in the Sellll.te. hat would h3.ve hap ned1 The 

Be olutlone ould have did in the pre ent Con.gr e. It is naive to 

•••WIii that nobody would have mad• anr 1nqu1riea a to ~ the Beeo-

1 utiona were not acted upon. 1'he hole countr7 had been stirred up 

to the ver7 last days of the pre11ent Congreaa to demand and to expect 

ction. I indicted earlier, to the very lat day telegrams and 

petition were our1 into la hington, mall¥ of them from the band 

of Zloni t lenders, pre si for action. So atisf etoey explsna-

tion ould have bad to be given. hat could we ? That we reg rded 

th Pre id nt•• atate nt on Oc\ober 15th and tbie politic l platforma 

a sufficient and there wa. no longer need for the Re~olu\iona? 

Then •lV ln the world did we keep on pr aa for the Re olu.tlollll after · 

Octob r 15th 1th the full kno ledge and approval of the Zlon1 t rgenc7 

Council. by did the ZOA Convention 1n Atl ntio Cit7, foll ing the 

Pr id nt•r. st~tement, ask for Co ren 1onal action? by did we ask 

Congre1 men and Senatore 1 oYer the couatr7 to pledp themeelvea 

betore election to vote for our Berolutlons? lo, that expl tion 

would not hold water. e would then have to 1a, \hat the state Depart

ment d the PrA ident b&.d reque ted ua to defer actioa and \hat we 

co111>lle • Thia would have called forlll ~ indlgDaA' lnqulrl•• •• to 

wh7 the Slate Dep \ment and the Prealdenl asked for deferant I Im 

a81119 1.ndlgnanl lnqulrie which are now belng ma4e R.Dd oa top of ll tbe 

Zlonl t le der hip would have been roundl7 cond med tor ha.vin con1ented 

to euch at.ion. 



0uJ' en ml•• certainly ould ve ma.de maximwa c ap1 tal of the 

aituation. Congre e, ln 1pite of all the urging d pro ting of 

the Zion11t • refused to c\. The .Arnb would v hailed ilaat a• 

a gre t triumph, for they ha.d appealed directly to Congre not to 

act on our Resolution• 8.lld Congre s co. lied 1th their requeat. 

A.Dtl-Zioniata in the United St tes would nave proceeded to m&ke maxl

mwn capital of th1a me.Jor defeat. 

But bow do we et and now a the re ult of what has transpired in 

the la8' few weeks? There was no rejection of our Resolution b7 the 

Congre s of \be United States. 
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that. 11 Bloom repeated much of t .is to Dr. ise on ednesda.7 afternoon 
after the R eolu.tion was acted upon favor bly b7 the House Comm! ttee. 

If the responRible Chairman of the Foreign AtfairP. Com.'llittee, I 
reasoned, a loyal member of the Administration who knew all about the 
reported obJections of the StAte Department and of the Pre~ldent 8.Dd 
one to whom Dr. ';ise had previously apoken abcut deferrment, felt never
theles; tree in hifl onn mind to move forw rd i th our Re~olutlon, I 
cert . inly ns not the nen to dissuade him. I dld not know at the time 
how determined a the PreRident•e oppo~ition. CongreR man Bloom's 
re otion oert ninl7 gave the definite 1 . ression th, t the reasons were 
not so weighty that they could not be overcome. As I ea• rq duty, it 
was not to initiate or to pree for action while we were waiting for 
the green 11Qht. On tho other bend, it • s not rq dut7 to check or 
to diecoura.ge ae ion when Congreaemen and Sen torg were pres ing tor 
it. I received no such direction from thla bod7. It •as not mtll 
Thursday, December 7th, tnnt the Council at 8ll irregular and unauthorized 
meeting voted definitely to ask Se!k"l.tors , agner and Connally- to shelve 
the Re~olution, d even thi decision failed of re-nffirmntion at 
another rump se eion of the Council on Saturday,Dece'!lber 9th, and was 
f'onall7 rever ed by the ncti~n of the Executive Council on l&ond 7 nx>rning, 
December 11th, in shington. 

Bloom w s ome bat concerned •1th the f ct that he ght be blamed 

if the Bee -- lution failed pa■ sage in his Conr.'nlttee after he took it up. 

He wanted us to back him up in hi r solution to go forward BD.d in •haring 

the re~ponsibilit7. I rea eured him on t t ecore. At hi~ request I wrote 

hlm a letter, tollo·. lng our interview, in • ich I backed him Up. 

A.a 7ou kno, f vorable ction did take pl ce 1n the Houee ~oreign 

Attair Conrnittee on edneadey, Bovember 29th. 

I tried to reach Senntor agner from the da7 after our meeting on 

lovember 2lat. I could not r•~h blm. He •a• ln eecluaion nd his ••ore-

tsr7 would not t ell me hie whereabout,. ise end Shulman sa• agner ill 

Atlantic City on Sund&7, JIOTember 26th. Sm.lman reported to • the con

Yer ation the next dq b7 telephone to aehington. When I tlnall7 did ge\ 

to aee the Sen tor on T'ueed&7, loyember 28th, ·at dinner, be cer\sinl7 had 

no plane of •e•ing \bl President \o peJ"l-jll•• hl to remoYe bl ■ obJectloa1. 

But he • e neYerthele• determined to go iJ:lto the mee\lng ot \he Sen te 

rorelp Relation, Cormd.ttee the next morning and pre r: tor hl1 Reaolutl~ 




