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ADDRESS BY 

DR. ABBA HILLEL SILVER 

AT THE DINNER OF AMERICAN PALESTINE COMMITTEE AT 

HOTEL STATLER, WASHINGTON, D. C., THURSDAY, MARCH 9, 1944 

My dear friends, this ne.s been indeed a deeply moving and 

greatly inspiring evening. This gathering itself, composed as it is 

of men of all faiths, and of all shades of political opinion, is 

indeed the triumphant symbol of that for which our country stands 

preeminently in the midst of the world, and that for which we are 

fighting today. 

It is good that Palestine - it is good that Jerusalem - has 

summoned you all here in this common unity. I know of no way to tell 

you how deeply I, as one of the spokesmen of the Zionist movement 

feel at this time, than to repeat a phrase from our ancient and 

sacred literature: ) 
Sh~- OP 

"81 ? r I shalom 
oh v 

~~ ~ ~ --1",. chava.yu." 

"Seek ye the peace of Jeru a 

love Thee Jo1asalum, prosper. 11 

; may all those who 

I wish to thank you, friends, who have come from all parts 

of the country here to help us in this great andoosperately needed 

task in which we are engaged. I should like to thank the Vice Presi­

dent of the United States for the courtesy which he has shown us in 

coming here and in giving us his word of uplift and encouragement. 

And to all the Senators and the Congressmen and the government offi­

cials who are here, I should like to express my especial sense of 

gratitude, and the indebtedness of the Jewish people to the two men 

of the Senate of the United States, Senator Wagner and Senator Taft, 

and to the two men from the House of Representatives, to Congressman 

Wright and Congressman Compton, who introduced the Palestine Reso­

lution in both ~ouses of Congress. We are an ancient people, of 
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long memory, and the names of these and the names of all others who 

have come to our aid in this critical day for Israel, when so many 

brutal forces are organized and determined to destroy us - I say 

the names of all these friends will long be cherished and remembered 

by a grateful and unforgetting people. 

I should like to share with you 1 fellow Americans, the 

grave problem that confronts the Jewish people at this time and 

which is likely to confront them after the Allied Victory at the 

close of this war. The coming of peace will not automatically solve 

it. It existed in aggravated form even before the war. It is not 

a problem of a small and unimportant people. The Jews fortunately 

or unfortunately have ne-ve been an 

cannot be brushed aside becau~e of 
- -national problems. Our common foe 

sons into battle has ma.de the Jevs he 

people. This problem 

more urgent inter-

we are sending our 

theme in all his 

vicious propaganda. The Jews everywhere in Europe were the first 

victims of his murderous campaigns. He has waged war against them 

for more than ten years. He has killed more than two million of 

them in the last few yea.rs. Our casualties have been higher in 

proportion than that of any other people. Hitler has vowed to 

annihilate all of European Jewry. The very enormity of this tragedy 

forces itself irresistibly upon the attention of the world. The 

problem simply cannot be ignored. 

The early defeat of the Nazis may avert the horror of the 

total extermination of the Jews of Europe. But what of those who 

':, j l l survive? At the close of the war, European Jewry will find 
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itself spiritually shaken and physically undermined. They will find 
themselves in a world of great social, political and economical 
tension, a.nd under pressures which will not be entirely lifted 
through the restoration of their rights of citizenship. It is diffi­
cult to foresee how many European Jews will survive this war or how 
many will remain in Europe or will wish to remain. 

For those who remain, relief on a very large scale will be 
necessary for a considerable time. This holds true of course of 
all other peoples in war ravished Europe. But our experience in 
the reconstruction period which followed the last war, taught us 
that Jews in war-stricken countries have specia l and aggravated 
problems which make their lot far more desperate. 

terms of postwar relief and rehabilitati , but also, and far more -. 
fundamentally, in terms of establishing such political conditions 
and such international guarantees as will protect the Jewish minority 
as well as all other minorities against a recurrence of those 
discriminatory activities which prevailed after the last war, almost 
to the very day when the second war bega.n. A charter of individual 
human ri ts and liberties must be proclaimed and enforced by inter­
national action which will protect every human being in his right to 
live and earn a livelihood in the land of his birth or adoption, 
subject to no restriction or cancellation by any government whatso­
ever. 

But a realistic appraisal of what is likely to prevail in 
Europe for a considerable period after the war cannot fail to give 
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the Jewish people and its leaders the gravest concern. The struggle 

for existence in postwar Europe will be ha.rsh and bitter. Famine, 

poverty, and misery will stalk over the face of that war-riven conti• 

nent. There will be ruined economies, worthless currencies, social 

collapse, and possible revolutions in many defeated countries, just 

as after the last war. The youth of half of Europe which has been 

indoctrin~.ted with the racial and nationalistic mythologies of Nazi 

and Fascist dictatorship will be unfit for a democratic way of life 

which they have been taught to hate and despise -- and they will be 

virulent Jew-haters. Jews will again be eyed sullenly as unwelcome 

economic competitors by millions of job-hungry and career-hungry 

men. Bconomic hostility will once again be rationalized into the 

well-known and quite serviceable anti-Semitic thesis. 

No doubt the Jews of 1urope f l ow:!Jng ~ .. n Allied victory will 

be restored to their political rights a i zenship. But they 

possessed those rights after the last war 1/~ even minority rights in 

some of the countries of Central and Eastern Europe. Nevertheless 

anti-Semitism was never so rampant and so violent as after the last 

war. 

Abstract rights will, of course, be restored, but a.ctive 

anti-Semitism unfortunately is likely to continue. Jews by the tens 

of thousands will be compelled to seek new homes. New homes will not 

be available. 

Jews can never forget the appalling experience of their 

refugees in the last ten years -- the story of their sad Odyssey in 

an inhospitable world. These experiences are not likely to be much 

different after this war. They may be even more difficult, for 

nations after the war will be in the grip of vast economic disloca­

tions and they will be confronted with the task of helping their own 
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people over the formidable transition period when their national 

economies will be passing from a wartime to a peacetime footing. They 

will not wish to complicate their lives with large influxes of 

impoverished immigrants. 

There a.re no opportunities for mass immigration for Jews 

anywhere in the world today. There are not likely to be. We wish 

it were otherwise. Feeble trickles of immigration will be permitted 

into this or that country, but waves will be fiercely resisted; and 

it is with waves of irmnigration, rather than with trickles, that 

we must concern ourselves. 

It is unrealistic at this time to suggest that new colonial 

possibilities will be available to mee 

pressure after this war. It is too lat 

what has been characterized as "rambli'ng 

ness of 'Utopia 111 • ~ (9C) v 

gr~at immigration 

th day to indulge in 

,tbe irridescent nothing-

This consideration brings us to the subject of Pa lestine 

which is the purpose of this gathering. Palestine has been prepared 

and rea.died by decades of Jewish labor and initiative for just such 

an emergency. Jews have in the period between the two world wars 

invested life, energy, and substance in the upbuilding of their 

national home which was politically guaranteed to them by the terms 

of the Palestine Ma.nda.te, to which our own country subscribed along 

with more than fifty other nations. As a result of this extraordinary 

Jewish pioneering and upbuilding, the little country of Palestine was 

able to give refuge and sanctuary to more than half of all the driven 

and hunted Jewish refugees of Hitler's Europe. It is prepared to 
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take on the main share of the burden of the solution of postwar 

Jewish immigration. The Jews of Palestine wa.nt them to come there. 

The Jews of Europe wish to go there. Fair-minded men everywhere 

believe that it is the proper country for them to go to. But this 

ancient and historic land of the Jewish people is now in danger of 

being permanently closed against further Jewish immigration by the 

British White Paper which comes into force at the end of this month. 

On November 2, 1917, Arthur James Balfour, then Secretary 

of State for Foreign Affairs, issued the following declaration in 

the name of the British Government: 

"His Majesty's Government view with favor the 
establishment in Palestine of a national home for the 
J ewish people, and will us~ their bes endeavors to 
facilitate the achievement o t ·sob ect, it being 
clearly understood tha t no hina shall be done which 
may prejudice the civil and ~e • s rights of 
existing non-Jewish communities • a estine, or 
the rights and political statu e jeyed by J ews in 
other countries." 

President Wilson saw the draft of this declaration before 

it was issued, and approved it. In March, 1919, at the close of the 

war, he wrote tha.t "the Allied nations, with fullest concurrence of 

our Government and people are agreed that in Pa.lestine shall be 

laid the foundations of a Jewish Commonwealth." In 1920, the 

Supreme Council of the Allied Powers meeting at San Remo unanimously 

approved of the Balfour Declaration and in July, 1922, the Council 

of the League of Nations unanimously ratified the Mandate for Pales­

tine, which was given to Great Britain. This mandate charged the 

Mandatory Government with the obligation to facilitate Jewish 

11:1migration into Ps.lestine and the close settlement of Jews upon t.t3 



- 7 -

la.nd to insure the establishment of the Jewish National Home. The 

same year, the Congress of the United States by unanimous action, 

passed a resolution which declared that "the United States favors the 

establishment in Palestine of a national home for the Jewish people." 

What was implied in the Balfour Declaration a.nd the Mandate 1s 

clearly stated by Mr. Lloyd George who was Prime Minister of Great 

Britain at the time of its issuance. Speaking in the House of Commom 

on November 17, 1930, and referring to the words in the preamble of 

the Mandate: "Whereas recognition has thereby been given to the 

historical connection of the Jewish people with Palestine and to the 

grounds for reconstituting their national home in that country, 11 he 

declared: 

"The reason why I think that those words are important 

and control the whole of the ~~~m-L~~~~qm;m this: It means that 

the idea was not to 

The idea was not to ~-·--~~~~ for colonisation 

and settlement by Jews les the domina.nt idea was 

that there should be a national home for the Jews in Palestire, 

a recognition of the special position of the Jewish people 

in the country whose name they have made immortal, and the 

conferring upon them of special rights and interests in that 

country. It was an opportunity for recreating a Hebrew cul-­

ture which has already rendered such eternal service to man­

kind, so that the contributions of the Jews to civilization 

should no longer be sporadic and individual, but once more 

tha.t it should be the contribution of a people dwelling in r. 

home of their own. That is not colonization; that is not 

settlement; that is a ne.tional home. That is what this 

country a.ccepted at a. critical moment in 1 ts fate for :reasons 
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which had to do with that crisis, and its successful emer­

gency out of it. That is why the Allies accepted and 

endorsed it, and it is a ~ledge of honour by some of the 

greatest nations on earth, including the British Empire, 

which we are called upon to honour." 

An eminent member of the House of Lords recently declared that 

if today the White Paper were brought before Parliament, it would 

not have the ghost of a chance of being approved. Every responsible 

statesman here and a.broad knows that the policy of the White Paper is 

both morally and legally indefensible. 

It is a complete repudiation of obligations which the Man-

datory Government voluntarilY" assumed ernational sanction 

to facilitate -- not to curb - Jews ion into Palestine 
,___---.~.:....--.. 

in order to build up the Jawtsh Nat on It was these obliga-

tions which alone justified the granti Mandate to Great 

Britain. The White Paper introduces iniquitous discriminatory racial 

legislation against Jews -- and of all places, in the Jewish National 

Home! Immigration and land purchase restrictions are, under the 

terms of the White Paper, imposed not on Arabs or any other people, 

but exclusively on Jews. 

A reluctant Parliament, in the tragic appeasement era, was 

maneuvered into a.ffirming these policies, but the moral sense of 

England never approved of them. That moral sense spoke eloquently 

through men of the type of Winston Churchill, who branded the White 

Pa.per as a breach and repudiation of the Balfour Declaration. 
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If the White Paper, a unilateral British declaration which 

never received the approval of those nations, including our own, 

whidh con~ented to the granting of the Mandate over Palestine to 

Great Britain, was found odious and unjustifiable when it was issued 

in 1939 before the Second World War and before the appalling disas­

ters swept over the Jewish communities of Europe, bringing wreck and 

ruin to millions of our people, how utterly insupportable and in­

sufferable is it today! 

The last five years have been the blackest in Jewish history. 

They climaxed five other years which the Nazi regime ushered in, 

during which one Jewish community after another in Central and 

Eastern Europe was broken, and myriads of Jews were driven into 

exile from countries where they had known dignity and honor, and 

where they and their ancestors had 1 ved for centuries. Myriads 

of them crowded the highways of th wo refuge and 

sanctuary and finding most doors barre But a worse 

fate awaited those who could not escape 4n time. For them, Hitler 

had decreed total extermination -- systematic, ruthless annihilation 

-- in gas chambers, by machine guns, in human slaughter-pens. Some 

who managed to escape, and after months of wandering finally 

reached the shores of Palestine -- the shores of the Jewish national 

home -- were turned away. They were refused admission. They had 

no certificates. The last door of hope was shut to them. Many tried 

to enter illegally. Hund.reds of the~ were apprehended, sent to 

concentration camps, and later forcibly evacuated to the Island of 

Mauritius in the Indian Ocean where they are rotting to this day. 

Many perished in Haifa Bay; 760 souls perished in the Black Sea on 

the ill-fated STRUMA because permission to enter Palestine was 

refused to them. But for this infamous White Paper they might have 

been saved. Had the doors of Palestine been wide open these last 
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years of Nazi terror and had the Mandatory Government fully cooper­

ated in the task, tens of thousands of additional refug~es might 

have 11een saved from Hitler's mass execution. 

In March of this year, the pitifully restricted immigration 

schedule permitted Under the White Paper will come to an end. Only 

the 30,000 unused visas -- unused, principally because of the 

adn:lnistrative difficulties put in the way by Palestine officials 

remain. Thereafter, no more Jews will be permitted into Palestine 

except on Arab sufferance and consent. 

Will the conscience of the world permit even the doors of 

the Jewish National Home to be closed against these helpless Jewish 

refugees who turn to it now and will turn to it after the war as 

to their last door of hope and rescue? Is this act of injustice and 

inhumanity to usher in the new word 0 which we are fighting? 

A few days ago, Winston Chur ._._.. . ..-~.,u. es sing the House of 

Commons, uttered these words: l:V .._.__. ~ 
·:-"I+ 

·>1 '\' 
" ... The sanest and sa est c ' urse for us to follow 

is to judge all parties and factions dispassionately 
by the test of their readiness and ability to fight the 
Germans and thus lighten the burden of allied troops ... 
Our feelings here and elsewhere follow the principle of 
keeping good faith with those who have kept good faith 
with us and of striving without prejudice or regard for 
political affections to aid those who strike for freedom 
against the Nazi rule and inflict the greatest injury 
upon the enemy." 

Who in the Near East has kept faith with the United Nations 

in this war? The Iraqui who in England's darkest hour attempted 

a raiserable pro-Nazi putsch? The Egyptians who watched with undis­

turbed hearts, Romr:iel's approach to Alexandria, whose Prime Minister 

had to be removed from office and confined by the British because of -
his trafficking with the enemy and whose Chief of Staff had likewise 
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to be arrested? The Syrians whose land was a hot-bed of Axis 

intrigue and espionage all through the period of the Vichy regime? 

Or the Palestine Arabs whose chief spokesman is even now in the en­

tourage of Hitler in Berlin? Did these Arab peoples, so persistently 

wooed and appeased, keep faith with the nations who were fighting 

for the Atlantic Charter -- that very Charter, which they now would 

invoke in an effort to defeat the legitimate national aspirations of 

the one people in the Near East which did keep faith -- the Jews of 

Palestine, who sent their sons by the thousands as volunteers to 

fight and die on the side of the Allies and who mobilized as one 

great civilian army the entire Jewish Homeland to provide food and 

ammunition, vital supplies and services to our fighting forces? 

The Je-s of Palestine, and the world, wish the Arab lands 

and peoples all success in their natio al economic development. 
-~llr.'l00 □ 

The Jews of Palestine, and of the re t~~ e world, stand ready to 

cooperate with them in the development o that vast world of theirs 

which is still so sadly undeveloped and underpopulated. 

The establishment of the Jewish National Home in Palestine 

will, we believe, be a great boon to the entire Near East and to all 

the Arab peoples. Jews are bringing scientific skill, technical 

knowledge, and material resources to that part of the world. Palestine 

is destined to become the hub of a great and rapid economic expan-

sion of the entire Near East. The prosperity of Palestine will 

stimulate the prosperity of all adjacent Arab countries. 

The Jews are truly pro-Arab -- perhaps the only truly pro­

Arab people in the world, for we realize that the future prosperity 

-~ ~ the Jewish National Home is bound up with the prosperity of the 

entire Arab world which enclaves it. But the progress and develo~­

ment of the Arabs need not be achieved at the sacrifice of the Jewish 
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Na.tional Home which at best occupies a fraction of a fraction of the 
lands open to Arab growth and development. To Israel, however, 

Palestine is thrice previous and indispensable for its national 

life and survival. In it a.re the roots both of its past and of its 
future. 

The proposed re-establishment of the Jewish Commonwealth in 

Palestine will not wrong the Arabs. May I be permitted to quote the 

words of the Right Honorable Alfred Duff Cooper, former First Lord 

of the British Admiralty, spoken here in Washington in the Spring 

of 1940: 

"In 1914 there was hardly any territory which the 

Arabs could call their own. 

Near East subject to Turkish 

They were almost throughout the 

uzer int. Since 1914, they 

have acquired vast tracts of =-=--........ where they are inde-

pendent; the whole of Arabia; jordania, which was taken 

away from the original conception of" Palestine; Syria, where 

again they exercise semi-independent rights. No nation in 

the world has so little ground for complaining of what 

the Germans call lack of 'lebensraum' as the Arab race. 

They have vast spaces in which to expand. They have been 

among the greatest beneficiaries of the World War, and now 

they a.re subject to no particular evils." 

Realizing that the Arabs would have their national aspira­

tions satisfied after the war by the establishment of a number of 

Arab national states, and that these states would have land areas 

so large that it would take them centuries to develop them, and 

J 1..~ -:i.1:tzing also that the Jews stQ.od ~-n desperate need of a place of 
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refuge., for their people, the Allies reserved "the tiny notch" of 

Palestine., as Balfour called it -- just 10,000 square miles -- for 

the Jewish people. The Arab lands cover more than a million square 

miles and they are underpopulated and largely undeveloped. 

It was rather ironical to read the other day the conplaint 

of the President of the Iraq Chamber of Senators to the effect 

that Palestine is already over-populated and that it is only by 

dispossessing Arabs that room can be made for Jews. The gentlenan 

we respectfully suggest should concern himself with underpopulated 

and impoverished Iraq rather than with Palestine where the steady 

increase in population has brought prosperity to the country., both 

to Jews and Arabs, and made the Palestine Arab the envy of all the 

Arabs in the Near East. Ten years ago., and fifteen years ago, wise 

heads declared that there was no roar. lestine for a single 

additional settler. Hundreds of thou~, ... ,.u-- ve settled there since 

that time, and the Arab population., far ~-~ oo being dispossessed 

has steadily increased in size as well as improved in standards of 

living. 

Resolutions were recently introduced in the Congress of the 

United States asking "that the doors of Palestine shall be opened 

for free entry of Jews into that country., and there shall be full 

opportunity for colonization so that the Jewish people may ultioately 

reconstitute Pa.lestine as a free and decocratic Jewish Conrnonwealth." 

It is clear to everyone in Washington that were the Congress 

of the United States to speak today on the pending Palestine reso­

lution, it would approve it overw'helmingly. Every well-informed 

newspaperman in Washington lmows it. It is also clear to all ob­

servers that this sentiment in Congress correctly reflects the wish­

es or the Ame~ican people. Leaders in every walk of life and in 



- 14 -

every comnunity in the United States, as well as the press of our 

country, have availed themselves of the occasion of the introduction 

of the resolution to express thenselves in hearty endorsement of the 

Jewish National Home. 

That is a fact which no temporary defernent of action on 

the resolution can obscure. The inferences to be drawn from it will 

not be ignored by government officials here or in London, or in the 

capitols of those Arab countries whose officials, as if at a given 

signal and with corapetitive zeal, registered violent protests 

against the resolution. As far as one is able to judge, these 

protests represent the sole contribution which these countries 

have so far raade toward the wi nning of the war! . . . 
We are profoundly grateful for the ou½pouring of syopathy 

and helpfulness on the part of the .ArJ~r1 n p ople and their chosen 

representatives in Congress. It is com~ I 

lt in keeping with the 
r,. 

great tradition of the American people wbich heartily approved of 

the Balfour Declaration and of the Palestine Mandate a quarter of a 

century ago, and whose government had a hand in the fashioning of 

both important documents. This understanding and cooperative atti­

tude of the American people will prove decisive in the final analysis. 

We have been infor~ed that our War Departnent has indicated 

objections to the passage of this resolution at this tine. The 

reasons for these objections are not, I suppose cannot, be revealed. 

Civilians are at a great disadvantage in arguing with the military on 

questions of military necessity or expediency, even when these have 

strong political implications, although in a democracy, civilians 

must occasionally exercise tha.t right. 
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We had occasion to question the argument from nilitary 

necessity which was employed more than a year ago against the resti­

tution of the rights of citizen ship to the Jews of Algeria. The 

danger of an Arab uprising which might embarrass our military oper­

ations in North Africa was employed at that time to silence the de­

mands for the abrogation of the Vichy anti-Jewish decree. Under 

persistent public pressure, however, the rights of French citizen­

ship were finally restored to the Jews, and the military intelligence 

notwithstanding, the Arab world remained remarkably placid about it. 

Our position in the Mediterranean and in the Near Ea.st was far 

less secure a year ago than it is today. There are no Nazi or 

Fascist troops anywhere in North Africa or in the Near East. The 

Arabs, who ever since thebeginning oft ave been unable to 

decide which side to favor, not kno ing side will win, are 

now definitely convinced that victory i t he side of the Allies. 

They understand full well where their political future lies. They 

will not flirt with the Axis any more. Why the old Arab appeasement 

argunent should now be brought out again to forestall official 

criticisn of the White Paper which British statesmen themselves have 

characterized as an inexcusable breach of faith, is beyond our com­

prehension. We hope that the nilitary authorities will soon find 

it possible, consistent with the realities of the situation, as seen 

by the War Department from a purely military and not political point 

of view, to withdraw its objections so that the Congress of the 

United States may be given the opportunity to speak its nind on this 

treoendously i~portant question. 
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The White Paper cones into force at the end of this month. 

This accounts for the nationwide protests and for the introduction 

of the resolution in Congress at this time. The timing was not of 

our choosing. To those who say that the Jewish people should wait 

for the end of the war before they raise the question of the abroga­

tion of the White Paper, the answer must be given that vital politi­

cal decisions affecting many countries are even now being made, and 

Palestine and the Near East are quite definitely within the fiel~ 

where political activities looking toward ultimate arrangements are 

being vigorously prosecuted. Again the White Paper was announced 

as the British policy fpr Palestine before the World War. It is not 

a product of the war, and the return of peace will not automatically 

abrogate it. It 1s clear that unless 

and a change of heart, the Colonial Of 

be able to discover after the war 

s a revision of attitude 

~eat Britain will 

ns~mountable difficul-
"' 

ties in the way of fulfilling the clear in ent and purpose of the 

mandate as they discovered before the war. We had hoped that the 

war, with its generous outpouring of human idealisra, would bring 

about such a new attitude. We had hoped that in view of the terrible 

tragedies which had overtaken our people during the war, there would 

come about a full realization that everything should now be donP. in 

order to make the position of the Jewish people more secure in the 

world tomorrow, and that, in order to avert such recurrent tragedies 

in the future, generous measures would immediately be ta.ken to insure 

the full reliabilitation of the Jewish National Horne in Palestine. Un­

fortunately, nothing of the sort has happened. It appears to be busi­

ness as usual, with empires -- as with oil concessionaires! 
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A panic propaganda has been set in motion to convince the 

world that the enforcement of the White Paper is imperative for the 

peace of the Holy Land. The word is spread that Palestine is a 

cauldron of unrest, on the verge of civil war, and that this might 

greatly embarrass the Allied forces who are in the Near East. 

Washington has been flooded with this sort of propaganda. For mil­

itary reasons it is argued the White Paper must be kept in force? 

We are confident, also, that there will be no trouble in Palestine 

if the Palestine Administration does not want it. (Applause) 

We are happy that not everyone was taken in by this organ­

ized propaganda whose source it is not difficult to trace. We are 

delighted that in the midst of all these wild provocative r\l!!lors 

and loud protests from meddling poli~--~~- foreign governments, 

the great President of the United St time out to declare 

that, "The American Government has ne approval to the 

White Paper of 1939. The President is happy that the doors of 

Palestine are today open to Jewish refugees and that when future 

decisions are reached, full justice will be dcne to tbose who seek 

a Jewish National Home, for which our Government and the American 

people have always had the deepest sympathy and ·i;oday more than 

ever, in view of the tragic plight of hundr8ds o~ thousands of hone­

less Jewish refugees." 

This we believe is the true heart of America speaking and 

the conscience of the world. 

Surely the Jewish people are no less deserving than other 

peoples whose national independence and freedom have been guaranteed 

by the United Nations. They have been the worst victims of Nazi 
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brutality, and their casualties have been proportionately the 

heaviest, The Jevish people desperately needs Palestine for its 

honeless raillions now and after the war, and for its national secur­

ity, dignity, and normalcy. Jews have shown a remarkable capacity 

for pione£ring, for labor and sacrifice. They have built worthily . 
and well in Palestine. They have made Palestine their own again by 

their heroic labor, by their blood and sweat. Nearly all that is 

hopeful, promising, and progressive in that country today, the 

Jews have created. 

What has been called the noblest enterprise of our tirae 

must not now be cruelly sapped and undernined. (Vigorous and 

prolonged applause.) 

WI 11S 
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PROCEEDINGS OF THE 

NATIONAL CONFERENCE ON PALESTINE 
WASHINGTON, D. C. MARCH 9, 1944 



The National Uonf erenue on Palestine 

THE AMERICAN PALESTINE COMMITTEE 

AMERICAN FEDERATION OF LABOR 

CHRISTIAN COUNCIL 0 
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PROCEEDINGS OF THE CONFERENCE 

MORNING SESSION 

Call to Order: Dr. Henry A. Atkinson, Chairman 

Announcements: Dr. Carl Hermann Voss, Executive Secretary, 
Christian Council on Palestine 

Invocation: The Rev. Edgar M. Wahlberg, Grace Community Church, 
Denver, Colorado 

"America's Responsibility": Dr. Henry A. Atkinson, Chairman, 
Christian Council on Palestine 

"The Christian Heritage": Hon. Norman M. Littell, Assistant At­
torney General of the United States 

"Palestine as Refuge": Hon. George E. Outland, Congressman from 
California 

Appointment: Resolutions Commit 

"Absorptive Capacity of Palestine ': 

Discussion 

Assistant Chief, Soil @j States Departmen of 

Announcements 

LUNCHEON SESSION 

lter Clay Lowdermilk, 
erv,ation Service, United 

gr-ieulture 
,;/ 

Grace: Dr. Clyde A. Lynch, President, Lebanon Valley College 

Introductory Remarks: Hon. Olin D. Johnston, Governor of South 
Carolina 

"Palestine in the Present Crisis": Mr. William B. Ziff, author of 
The Rape of Palestine and The Coming Battle 
for Germany 

Discussion 

President Roosevelt's Statement 



AFTERNOON SESSION 
Chairman's Remarks: Professor S. Ralph Harlow, Professor of 

Religion, Smith College 
Prayer: Father Philip K. Sayegh, Syrian Roman Catholic Church, 

Shenandoah, Pennsylvania 
"The Arabs and the Jews": Professor William Foxwell Albright, 

Chairman, Department of Oriental Studies, Johns 
Hopkins University 

"Palestine and Peace": Dr. Carl J. Friedrich, Director, School of 
Overseas Administration, Harvard University 

Discussion 
Report of Committee on Resolutions: Dr. Carl Hermann Voss 
Appointment: Planning Committee 

DINNER 

Toastmaster: Dr. Daniel L. Marsh 
National Anthem: Miss Theresa Shefferman 
Invocation: The Rev. Dr. Frederick Bro Ha ~r·s, Foundry Metho-

dist Church, Washington~ . 
"Reaffirming America's Stand": o . Rooer . Wagner, Senator 

from New York 
"Fourteen Points on Palestine": Dr. . Marsh, President of 

Boston University 
"Our Good Faith Is at Stake": Dr. Dani A. Poling, Editor of the 

"Christian erald," President of the World's 
Christian Enaeavor Union 

"The Common Sense Solution": Hon. Robert A. Taft, Senator from 
Ohio 

"Palestine and Democracy": Hon. Paul V. McNutt, Chairman of 
the War Manpower Commission 

Report of Resolutions Committee: The Rev. Richard Evans, Mem­
ber, Executive, Christian Council on Palestine 

Announcement: Planning Committee 
"The Deliverance of the Remnant": Hon. Henry A. Wallace, Vice­

President of the United States 
"The True Heart of America": Dr. Abba Hillel Silver, Co-Chairman, 

American Zionist Emergency Council 
Adjournment 
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DR. HENRY A. ATKINSON 

I AM VERY HAPPY for the opportunity of presiding 
at the opening session of this meeting and of 

greeting the many people who have responded to 
our invitation and come here from so many differ­
ent parts of the country. 

I want to read a telegram that has just been sent 
to me as Chairman of this meeting, by someone 
who we hoped would be here but who was unable 
to come: 

For the past quarter of a century the Jewish 
people of Europe have looked upon the Balfour 
Declaration as a covenant of hope. We must 
insure by every means at our disposal that the 
opportunity remains which will enable an 
equitable program to be developed. The doors 
of Palestine must be kept open for the present. 

Wendell Willkie 

Friends, we are met here to exercise the privilege 
of American citizens to stress the responsibility 
of America for Palestine as a national home for the 
Jewish people. 

I received a letter the other day in which my 
attention was called to the writer's belief that the 
Palestine question was exclusively a British ques­
tion in which we must not interfere. I want, in 
answer to that, to call your attention to facts which 
indicate that America is a partner in the Palestine 
Mandate and that its responsibility reaches very 
far. 

The Balfour Declaration was published on 
November 2, 1917. In 1920 our government de­
clared that the participation of the United States 
in the war entitled it to be consulted as to the terms 
of the Palestine Mandate. The British government 
agreed. Consultations were held and finally, in 
1924, a Convention was arranged between the 
United Kingdom and the United States of America, 
respecting the rights of the governments of the 

America's Responsibility 
two countries and their respective nationals in 
Palestine. 

That Convention contains two highly important 
articles. The first i Article XV of the Palestine 
Mandate, which document it quotes in entirety: 

The Mandatory shall see that no discrimina­
tion of any kind shall be made between the 
inhabitants on the ground of race, religion or 
language. 
The second is Article VII of the Convention it-

self reading : 
Nothing contained in the pre ent convention 
shall be affected by any modification which 
may be made in the terms of the mandate, as 
recited above, unless such modification shall 
have been assented to by the United States. 
A Conventio of this kind cannot be superseded 

by ~ tet o he Palestine White Paper of March 
193 w 1ch tle ies Jewish immigration into Pal­
esti ............ _ M"Ch 31, 1944. 

IN ~RES ~ NG THIS OPINION I represent not only 
my own point of view but the mature judgment of 

a committee of more than one thousand clergymen, 
drawn from every part of the United States. We 
range ourselves on the side of a large majority of 
the British people in confidently following Winston 
Churchill who in 1939 denounced the Chamberlain­
MacDonald White Paper on Palestine as a breach 
and repudiation of the Balfour Declaration, even 
as the Pe1·manent Mandates Commission of the 
League of Nations was shortly afterwards to do. 

We urge our President and the Secretary of State 
to use all appropriate measures with the British 
Foreign Office to secure the withdrawal of the 
White Paper at the earliest possible date. 

We here urge the passage of the Resolutions now 
before Congress which call for the withdrawal of 
the White Paper. We thoroughly appreciate the 
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responsibility of our military and naval leaders and 
we know that the war must be prosecuted until our 
enemies are completely defeated, but we are also 
equally determined that this time we shall not lose 
the peace after we have won the war. 

The world has never seen anything that exceeds 
in cruelty the fact that those European Jews who 
have not been killed are outcasts with no place to 
go. The gates of all the democracies, with very few 
exceptions, have been tight shut against them. We 
know what the sentiment of our own democratic 
Government is in regard to opening our gates to 
any very large immigration. 

Our Department of State has said that we have 
received something like 550,000 refugees within the 
last ten years. Within that period we could have 
received 1,500,000, according to the quota system, 
while of those 550,000 that did come in, only about 
200,000 were Jews. Over against that, Palestine 
received more refugees than all the rest of the 
world put together-over 300,000 during the last 
decade. 

W0 1S 
~ ~ 

HONORABLE NORMAN M. LITTELL ~ 

I BRING YOU this morning the greetings of the 
National Committee Against Nazi Extermina­

tion and Persecution of the Jews, of which Mr. 
Justice Murphy of the Supreme Court is the Chair­
man, Mr. Wendell Willkie, Vice Chairman, and I, 
Secretary. The Committee sends you its commenda­
tion for your achievements and your concentration 
upon one of the world's gravest problems, grave in 
the light of our accumulated standards of humanity 
and Christianity. 

Our Committee has endeavored and will further 
endeavor to express, as many of you here have so 
splendidly done in the past, the sentiment of Amer-
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Now when victory is in sight, are we going to go 
into the era of peace, saying that because of politi­
cal necessity we must repudiate our pledge to the 
Jewish people? If we do, I see very little hope for 
any democratic gains at all. 

Suppose we do have to have a pipeline 1200 miles 
long across Saudi Arabia in order to win this war 
and the next. Is it not just like a cat chasing its 
tail? We make a war in order to protect democratic 
principles and then we deny all the democratic 
principles that we have set up, and break all our 
pledges in order to prepare for the next war. 

This is not what we believe in as Americans. We 
believe that there is something greater even than 
oil at stake here. We feel that if our own govern­
ment will say the word, there is not a single issue 
involved in the Palestine question at the present 
time that cannot be solved by diplomatic means, to 
the best interests not only of the Jews, but of the 

Atab and of the hristian world as well. 

ican citizens of non-Jewish descent, who recognize 
their grave responsibility to a minority confronted 
with the possibilities and the actualities of perse­
cution at home, and with ever graver abuses abroad 
where one of the greatest tragedies in all human 
history has been enacted at the expense of the 
Jewish race. Let us clearly recognize our respon­
sibility as American citizens, unless we wish to 
turn our backs on the most sacred heritage of the 
Christian epoch. Sometimes we have had to ask 
ourselves in recent years : Are we really living in 
what historians call the Christian Epoch? Let us 
affirm that we are, not only by words but by action. 



HONORABLE GEORGE E. OUTLAND 

IN HIS EXECUTIVE ORDER 0. 9417, re ident Roose­
velt stated that "it is the policy of thi Govern­

ment to take all measures within its power to re cue 
the victims of enemy oppre sion who are in immi­
nent danger of death, and otherwi e to afford such 
victims all possible relief and assi tance con istent 
with the successful prosecution of the war." The 
purpose of my talk is to show what Pale tine, and 
particularly its Jewish community of over half a 
million, can contribute towards the rescue and re­
lief of endangered Jews in Europe. 

The first great ad· antage of Palestine for any 
program intended to rescue the Jews of Europe is 
its proximity to, and its excellent communications 
with, those centers from which endangered Jews 
may be expected to be evacuated. There are, as we 
are so painfully aware, a greatly reduced number 
of Jews still surviving in Europe. It is believed 
that there remain very few more than 20,000 to 
40,000 in hiding in Germany, Belgium, and Holland. 
About 100,000 remain in France, living under con­
ditions of increasing peril. The children among 
them are now being sought out by Gestapo bands 
for deportation. Unless the United Nations can 
prevail on Germany to release these hunted beings, 
their only hope of rescue consists in escaping to the 
two neutral countries of Switzerland and Spain, 
where thousands of others have already found shel­
ter. It will be the purpose of the War Refugee Board 
to assist that escape. With respect to Switzerland, 
we in the United States shall cooperate in maintain­
ing the ref ugeei;;, and thus strengthen the Swiss 
Government in its policy of admitting them. ,vith 
regard to Spain, the rescue program ha begun to 
evacuate refugees already assembled there, making 
room for new refugees. The stateless Jews among 
them are being sent to Palestine. The first batch of 

Palestine as Refuge 
some even hundred from ~pain and Portugal re­
cently arrived on the Portuguese boat Nyassa, 
which wa pecially chartered for that purpose. 

For the rest, the centers from which Jews must 
be r cued lie in the ea tern and southeastern part 
of Europe; and their most natural outlet of escape 
is down the Danube Valley through Turkey, or 
acros the Aegean. It is, of course, impossible to 
know how many of these the War Refugee Board 
will ucceed in saving. Potentially these can be a 
very 1arge number, for the surviving Jews of Bul­
garia, Greece, and Transnistria alone may be ex­
pected to be at lea t 100,000 in number. If the War 
Refugee Board i successful in its purpose and 
bri gs ab u_t in addition the evacuation of Jews 

d Hungary, the total may reach 
ve proportions. 

s ine accommodate such numbers? , 

lly, we are able to say that the answer 
is decid ly, Yes. 

IT IS PECULIARLY FITTING that Palestine Jewry 
should today be in a position to off er safety to 

per ecuted Jews in Europe. It was in order to solve 
the millennial problems of Jewish homelessness 
that the nations of the world determined to rees­
tabli h a National Home for the Jews in their 
ancient country, Palestine. By joint resolution of 
Congre in 1922, our own country affirmed its deep 
intere t in a project which promised to repair so 
anci nt a wrong and alleviate so perennial a source 
of mi fortune. For this purpose-the reconstitu­
tion of the Jewish National Home-Palestine was 
as igned on mandate to Great Britain, a part of a 
general po t-war settlement designed to preserve 
peace and establi h justice; and our own country 
again affirmed its abiding interest in the purpose 
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of the Palestine Mandate by a treaty entered into 
with Great Britain in 1924. 

The purpose of the Palestine Mandate is still far 
from achieved. Viewing the terrible desolation of 
the Jewish community in Europe, its untold dead, 
and the frightful condition of those still surviving, 
we must all again experience the pangs of having 
done too little, and that too late. Yet the Jewish 
community in Palestine under international man­
date and by the devoted efforts of Jews the world 
over, has already contributed substantial aid and 
relief to an astounding proportion of the Jewish 
refugees who were forced to flee from Europe. In 
the over-all aggregate of Jews admitted from Hit­
ler-dominated Europe, little Palestine still stand 
ahead of our own country. In the past decade, we 
have admitted close to 200,000 Jews from countries 
"now dominated" by the enemy, while Palestine has 
given refuge to over 300,000. 

In any program of rescue, Palestine would offer 
the great advantage of a country which is accus­
tomed to harboring large numbers of immigrants. 
Sheltering refugee , distributing them among the 
settled population or setting up special tent-camp 
or barrack , organizing their work and their leisure 
productively, are all procedure with which Jewish 
Palestine is thoroughly familiar. Pale tine Jewr 
has developed outstanding kill in this field. Its 
succes in caring for child refugee , 10,000 of whom 
have been brought from areas of persecution, has 
been especially praised. 

It has been estimated that the normal economic 
expansion of Palestine would permit of an organ­
ized and regular absorption of 100,000 immigrants 
annually after the war. During the war itself cer­
tain branches of production, particularly Jewish 
agriculture, have suffered from a shortage of 
hands. There would thu be immediate oportunitie 
of useful employment for at lea t thousands of res­
cued Jews. Moreover, Palestine has already shown 
that its Jewish civil population as well as its or­
ganized agencies are capable of meeting emergency 
situations; and if our rescue effort hould succeed 
in wresting from the Nazis a number greater than 

8 

that which could be economically absorbed in the 
country at a given time, the local population would 
receive and care for these rescued persons them­
selves. 

IN SPITE OF THE IMPRESSIVE TOTAL of lives saved 
by absorption into Palestine, the Jewish com­

munity is far from satisfied that it has done all it 
could or should have done to rescue the Jews of 
Europe. Repeatedly since the beginning of the 
Hitler regime the community has put forward the 
suggestion that it be allowed to harbor large con­
tingents of refugees. Since the war began, it has 
been driven by its concern over the fate of Euro­
pean Jewry to undertake by its own efforts to 
rescue as many as possible. For this purpose it 
made use of a long-established organization which 
originally had been devoted to quite another pur­
pose. This organization, called Hechalutz ( The Pio­
neer) , was engaged in training young men and 
women for immigration to Palestine, where they 
h ed to contri . ute their labor and devotion to the 

g the National Home. In order to 
...._l"--'........,.""'"'-"._............__-&.<A.·aining, the Jews in Palestine regu­

o an European countries scores of men 
wo en/ 1who in turn trained leaders from 

among their young charges in Europe itself. This 
whole organism, binding Palestine closely with the 
European Jews, was forced underground by the 
Nazi deluge; but its members continued their work 
of upholding the spirit of resistance among Euro­
pean Jews to the very end. They continued, too, to 
organize the escape of small groups from the worst 
areas of Nazi oppre sion and extermination. To aid 
them in this work Palestine deputed additional 
men and women who found their way into Europe. 

\fHAT, THEN, do we have in Pale tine? We have 
a community geographically very close to tho e 

who are most in need of refuge; a community 
which has a record and a tradition of absorbing 
refugee ; a community with a tested technique and 
adequate facilitie for receiving and settling refu­
gees, o that the whole burden of this task need 



not fall upon special agencies set up by the United 
Nations; a community which is so deeply inter­
ested in the project that there can be no doubt of 
its willingness to receive as many refugees as we 
can send them; but much more than that-a com­
munity which has already established the avenues 
and posted the agents indi pensable to the work 
of rescuing those whom we wish to ave. 

We are engaged in a struggle which is so fierce 
and so fraught with significance for the fate of 
those values which are essential to our future as 
civilized human beings, that we often feel that we 
should not give any attention to anything beyond 
the fight itself. There are time , nevertheless, when 
one senses that in this great global battle there are 
other forces arrayed than merely the power and 

DR. WALTER C. LOWDERMILK 

I 

the might, the ingenuity and the skill of the antag­
oni t ; that it is a battle between the impul es 
toward good and toward evil active within every 
society engaged in the war. We realize that in the 
post-war world we shall all be called upon to ac­
count for our sin , both of com mi ion and omis­
sion, during our generation and, indeed, for a much 
longer hi toric pa t. My topic has been the avail­
ability of Palestine for the rescue of ndangered 
Jew , and I have tried to keep myself strictly with­
in the confines of the que tion. Yet, one cannot but 
feel its relation to that other great hi toric task 
which we once before undertook, and which we 
mu t at this moment reaffirm - that of enabling 
this people to re ume a normal proc s of living in 
a land of its own. 

w I Jbsorp,.,___._,.._._,~ ... ,...__..,acity of Palestine 
~0 

IN 1938-39 I WAS ASKED to make a urvey to see 
what we could find out in the Old World that 

would be of benefit to our con ervation program in 
the United States. In the course of this study I 
traveled approximately eighteen thousand miles in 
the lands dominated or occupied primarily by the 
Arab peoples of the Near East, from North Africa 
through Egypt, Pale tine, Lebanon, and Me opo­
tamia. What I found was a general decline in all 
that region-the evidence of ruins of great cities 
in the mid t of poverty-stricken and wa ted lands, 
under-used land , misused lands, underpopulated 
lands. 

I am going to di cuss just three area this morn­
ing: the fir t i Me opotamia, which according to 
archaeologi t once supported a population of 
thirty million people. At the pre ent time there 
are fewer than four million people there. As we 

stood alllid the ruins of ancient Babylon in the 
midst of salty desolation, the only living thing we 
saw wa a wolf, loping along to his lair in the ruins 
of one of the seven wonders of the ancient world, 
the Hanging Gardens of Babylon, where air-condi­
tioning was in use 2600 years ago. 

We found the beautiful broad ex pan e of the 
country lifeles , with the old irrigation canal 
all silted up. But the waters of the Tigris and the 
Euphrates still flow a they did in time pa t, for 
there has been no adverse change in climate. By 
the con truction of up-to-date irrigation systems it 
is possible to irrigate a much greater area than in 
ancient times. According to a great Briti h engi­
neer, Willcocks, Mesopotamia can upport ome 
fifty millions of people, at least ten times it pre -
ent population. 

When I was invited to be present at the opening 
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of Kut Barrage on the Tigris River to irrigate some 
500,000 acres, I commended the Minister of Agri­
culture, a California-trained Iraqui, for this won­
derful project and suggested that others of the 
same type should be initiated since there was so 
much more land to be irrigated. He said, "No, we 
do not have nearly enough farmers to make use 
of the water that can be had from this diversion." 
At the present time Iraq is one of the greatest po­
tential irrigation projects of the world; under­
populated, ready for great population and great 
development which would restore prosperity in a 
measure equal to, and even greater than, it had 
in the past. 

In northern Syria, too, we found evidences of 
decline, evidences of wasting of the soil, which to 
a conservationist is a tragic thing. Great Christian 
churches were built here, great cathedrals, all in 
ruins now. In the Christian Republic of Lebanon 
one of my tasks was to find out the location of the 
Biblical Cedars of Lebanon, the boundaries of that 
forest and what had become of it. We found r-em­
nants of the forest. But inside the Tripoli gtove 
were great "wolf trees" in the terms of the for­
ester, which had grown up separately ih the 
open, and around them, dense treea with straight 
stems which could make us under tand why 
Solomon wanted these cedars of Lebanon for 
the construction of his Temple. The reason for the 
growth of these trees was the fact that they were 
surrounded by the wall of a little church built some 
three hundred years ago. This wall had kept out 
goats that eat everything into the ground. This 
is proof that the barren slopes may once again 
be covered by great cedars if only misuse of land 
and the destruction and overrunning of the country 
by the goats of the nomads are prevented. 

WHEN WE CAME FRO I LEBA ON into Palestine for 
a four months study of the Holy Land, we found 

a general state of decline, a breakdown of the type 
of agriculture which in times past had been devel­
oped to a point of high refinement in the con erva­
tion of soil and water. All tho e measures had 
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broken down as a result of the invasion of the land 
in the seventh century by hordes out of the desert 
with their herds. Nomadic Arabs dispersed the 
population, destroyed great numbers and gradu­
ally overran the terraced slopes with their herds, 
breaking down the terraces. Erosion began to 
work and the soil was washed off into the valleys 
to form malarial marshes. Where there had once 
been many populous villages, there are now very 
few. 

In the midst of this decline, misuse and under­
population we found something new under the 
sun in about three hundred Jewish agricultural 
villages scientifically restoring these damaged 
lands to a high state of productivity. In these vil­
lages I found a love of the land that we in this 
country need if we are to save our own soil from 
destruction. The Jewish settlers are pioneering as 
did our pioneers in America, but they face difficul­
ties greater than those which confronted the early 
Americans. They enter upon a land that has been 
b dly d ge , badly used. In marshy and malarial 

ave to dig drainage ditches so as 
c,-i~rtG~~~~angers of malaria. On slopes that 

-=1 ... --,_·.,... ~JY washed bare of soil, they have 
anted shade trees and fruit trees. 

;,,') 

Th "rQ'DC,/Tl rish, for they take root in the soil-

filled crevices and fissures of Palestine's limestone 

rock. Hundreds of thousands, millions of trees have 

been planted in Palestine on barren rocky hills, 

demonstrating how these high lands can be re­
stored. 

These agricultural colonies were a great inspira­

tion to me. Occupying only 6 per cent of the total 
area of Palestine and about 14 per cent of the 

cultivated land, they are great experimental plots, 

demonstration areas that show what can be done 

in the land of Pale tine, but more than that, in the 

whole Near Ea t. Palestine may become a demon­

stration of how the land of the Near East may 

be brought back to pro perity, and that I think is 

one of the mo, t ignificant things in this entire 
.Jewish resettlement movement. 



FURTHERMORE THE REGIO of the Jordan Valley 

offers an opportunity for the construction of one 

of the most striking and unique power and irriga­

tion projects in the world. I propo e the name 

Jordan Valley Authority, patterned on the Tennes­

see Valley Authority of the United States, to in­

clude all of the drainage of the Jordan River and 

the maritime slope of Palestine. 

You will notice that the Dead Sea lies in a trough 

1300 feet below sea level. As I flew over Palestine 

it occurred to me that the waters of the Mediter­

ranean could be drawn in to produce a great power 

project, using the Dead Sea a a huge evaporation 

pan. It would first be nece sary to take out the 

sweet waters of the Jordan and its tributarie 

and use them for irrigation. This i quite a 

simple engineering problem. Then the Mediter­

ranean Sea waters would be conducted into the 

Dead Sea through a canal and tunnel. Hydro­

electric power plants, taking advantage of the 

great difference in levels involved, would be 

built on the way, and together with additional 

amounts of power generated by other develop­

ments in connection with irrigation, could yield 

electrical energy equivalent to one-fifth that gen-­

erated by Boulder Dam and sufficient to make 

this section of the world a great indu trial ar a. 

Now, this Jordan Valley Authority project, can­

not be carried out without bringing in manpower. 

The best source of that manpower i certainly the 

refugee Jews of Europe, who have already demon­

strated not only a capacity for sacrificial devotion 

to the land, but technical ability, and the adapta­

tion of social organization to the needs of the land. 

They have proved their ability to execute this proj­

ect and thereby to set an example for the whole 

Near East in the restoration of wasted and unu ed 

lands. They would be demonstrating to the world 

the working of the principles of conservation, so 

nece ary for the olution of age-old problem 

confronting us. 

Bow MUCH ROOM for refugee newcomer will ther 

be in Palestine when it is developed by the 

Jordan Valley Authority? The t rm economic ab­

sorption has been used to set an upper limit for 

immigration into Pale tine. ,vhat precisely i eco­

nomic ab orption? The an wer to this que tion 

takes us back to the ba ic tructure of a ci ilized 

society. The carrying capacity of the earth for a 

human population is in the final r ckoning as sim­

ple a the carrying capacity of the range for cattle; 

it is measured by the production of food. But in the 

case of human populations, transportation and ex­

change of food make it po ible to concentrate 

people in cities beyond the food production of local 

areas; likewi e, people may be concentrated within 

a country beyond its food production capacity if 

that country ha good and ervices which other 

countrie are willing to accept for their food export. 

Thus Britain, the fir t country to be indu trializ d, 

now supports 40,000,000 people - four time as 

many as at the beginning of th nineteenth century 

-though it grow only half the food requir d by 

thi increa ed population. 

The u er limit of the economic ab. orptive ca­

raphic ar a d p nds on many fac­

e e are ( 1) the inherent fertility 

a ~' (2) ea y acce to adequate raw 

ma e: ia1 1 ( 3) uitable mean for developing power, 

( ) acce s to nearby and safe food supplies, (5) the 

geniu and kills of the people them elves. In the 

ca e of Pale tine, what-on the ba. is of the still 

incomplete data at our command- are the answer 

to the e five que tions? 

Fir t, a to the inherent fertility of the land 

ba e, the geologic structure, geographic etting and 

climate of this small corner of the ear Ea t have 

combined to make it unu ually productive. In cli­

mate, natural vegetation and ph iographic f a­

tures, Palestine is very like California, except for 

Palestine's added advantages of g1·eat lime tone 

springs and better oil . The Holy Land wa b au­

tifully farmed and con erved for more than a thou-

and years, then for the last thou and years wa 

allowed to fall into misuse and ruin. Soils wa hed 

from eroding slopes had choked stream channel 

across the coastal plain, causing malaria-infe ted 
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marshes to form. Grazing of sandy lands into the 

ground along the coast released sand dunes that 

moved inland. But when intelligent measures of 

conservation, sand dune fixation, drainage of 

swamps, restoration of terraces and replanting of 

rocky hills, are carried out, surprising and grati­

fying results take place, as Jewish efforts during 

the last sixty years have proved. 
The second factor in setting economic absorptive 

capacity is as we have said, access to ample raw 

materials. Over and above the vast supply of min­

erals in the Dead Sea, Palestine can easily import 

necessary materials because of its strategic loca­

tion on the sea lanes and rail lines connecting three 

continents. The cheap power necessary for modern 

industry will be provided by the Jordan Valley 

Authority, while access to nearby food supplies 

supplementary to Palestine's own, can be supplied 

by Iraq which is only a few hundred miles away 

WILLIAM B. ZIFF WRIIS 

THE ISSUES concerned in the Palestine problem are 

grave. They do not represent some trivial ques­

tion as between a few hundred thousand Jews de­

termined to colonize, and perhaps double that num­

ber of Arabs determined to prevent them from 

colonizing. 
The question is one that strikes deep at the future 

of the world. It is one of the fundamental issues 

which will determine what kind of world we are 

to inhabit, whether it is to be a world of compas­

sion, freedom and decency in which universal ethics 

are to prevail ; or whether the entire globe is to 

become a dark, treacherous jungle in which the 

only law will be brute force, and the only worship, 

the cult of expediency. 
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and which can once again become the granary of 

the Middle East. That Jewish settlers have the 

genius and skill to make the most of the unique 

features and resources of Palestine has been clearly 

proved by their previous acomplishments in the 

redemption of the Promised Land. 

It is clear on the whole that full utilization of the 

Jordan Valley depression for reclamation and 

power will in time make possible the absorption 

of at least four million Jewish refugees from 

Europe,in addition to the 1,800,000Arabs and Jews 

already in Palestine and Trans-Jordan. The plan 

for a Jordan Valley Authority is feasible and prac­

ticable; it is the answer to the longings and prayers 

of a homeless people through the centuries; it is 

the solution to one of the most trying and serious 

problems of war and post-war refugees confront­

ing the United Nations. 

ale ~ the Present Crisis 

This is not a war for physical possession alone. 

It is a war of eternally opposed philosophies. It is 

the classic struggle between Christ and anti-Christ, 

between Baal and the Lord God whose name Israel 
brought to the Nations. 

It is the Jews who have been used as a point of 

attack not only against free civilization but against 

the very core of Christian belief. It is on this theme 

that the German Fuehrer has attempted to mobilize 

the dark passions, hatreds and fears by which he 

hopes the Western nations will ultimately collapse. 

In their quest the Germans have made the Jewish 

people the victims of the most unscrupulous, poi­

sonous and successful propaganda the world has 

ever seen. No one has remained untouched by it. 



It has extended into the farthe t reache of the 
world, like an invisible mia ma which has already 
seeped deep into the soul of humanity and from 
whose evil effects Western civilization may never 
recover. 

The entire Palestine situation is tarred with the 
brush of this calculated propaganda. Hitler has 
made it the test case of Christian ethic , of \Vestern 
civilization against the German Moloch. He has 
long broadcast to the Mohammedans that he i the 
lineal descendant of the Prophet, and that he has 
been appointed by God to rescue the Mo lem world 
from the curse of Christian domination. ight and 
day his radio blares out many such fantasies. 

The Nazis have proclaimed that the cur e of 
creation is not only Jews, but J ewi h thought. The 
epitome of Jewish thought is the Bible. Hence it is 
not only Jews that Hitler has sworn to exterminate, 
but that great system of universal ethics which 
originated with the race in Palestine. 

I KNOW by long study the factual element as well 
as the moral considerations which relate to the 

case of the Jews in Palestine. I know that the e are 
incontestable, that if ever legal or moral principle 
speaks for human right anywhere, the e peak for 
the right of the outca t Jew to return to his original 
homeland to recreate a life of dignity and honor. 

There are many coldly practical question which 
exist, as you know-not only que tions of equity 

and humanity, but questions of international policy, 
of military expediency, of economic , and-of oil. 
I shall return to the e shortly in an effort to ex­
plain them, and the purely material ba eon which 
they rest. As it happens, the creation of a Jewish 
Commonwealth in Palestine coincides exactly with 
the needs of our own great country, both in war­
time and in the difficult periods which will follow 
afterward . But before I do o, I hould like to ay 
that an all-out worship of the purely material is 
the worship of a god with clay feet. Pure hard­
headed realism is immensely valuable, but it is not 
on this alone that the world of moral courage and 
long-range vision rest». 

The magnificent character of Western civiliza­
tion ha been built on still other qualities. It has 
ari en from the Chri tians who were willing to 
suffer in the catacombs of Rome; from the fierce 
unyielding moral power of men and women willing 
to allow them elves to be burned at the stake for 
the ake of tho e things they believed to be true; on 
the willingne of young men who e lives are just 
opening up, to yield them elves on bloody battle­
field for the ake of an ideal. 

The contrary cour e of pure expediency leads us 
directly to the appea ement of Hitler, to the sac­
rifice of the little Czech state, and to the selling of 
oil and teel crap to the monsters of Tokyo, with 
which to murder our unarmed friends on the Chi­
nese mainland. It is the philosophy of might-makes­
right, and it means an acceptance finally of the 
creed that man ha no inherent right or dignity, 
and that the only criterion of worth in this world 
1 ucce s. 

A 
C 

LT of the current pha e of Nazi brutality 
million Jew , men, women and 

en wantonly butchered under con­
asiery and lust scarcely equalled any­

e }{)ng, sad history of man's faithless-
nes in}lumanity to his own kind. 

One i compelled to stand aghast, not only at 
the bruti hne which created these acts, but at the 
indifference and apathy of the We tern world 
which lifted no hand to save these people. They 
were not allowed to escape from a Europe which 
was to become a charnel-house for them. They were 
hermetically sealed in with the full desperate 
knowledge that their death sentence had been writ­
ten. The e three million lie in nameless graves to­
gether, poet dreamers, businessmen, scientists, 
grimy-handed workers, housewives and little chil­
dren. Many were said to have been buried even 
before they died. Eye witnesses have stated that the 
very earth in these mass graves shook with the last 
convulsive breathing of these tragically broken 
people. 

The stark measure of this crime and the irrep-

13 



arable loss it has cost humanity can never be 
plumbed, but even more terrible has been the 
silence of the West, coming at a moment when 
humanity itself is on trial, and when all the re­
sources of compassion, understanding, and social 
wisdom Western man possesses will be urgently 
needed to keep our institutions alive. If this silence 
is a symbol of that inner demoralization for which 
Hitler has prayed, it represents a subtle alteration 
of standards which should well make the West 
tremble. 

From the viewpoint of practicality we are told 
many things : that nothing can be done for these 
people; that as far as Palestine is concerned, it is 
over-populated already; that the Mohammedans 
are dead set against the proposition, and grave hurt 
to our military cause would result if the Jews were 
allowed to reconstitute their lives in the Holy Land. 

It has been argued that if God has promised this 
land to the Jews, at least the political leaders of 
the world have never done so; that the Arabs are 
pledged to resist it to the last, and that such a 
course represents a fundamental inj ustife t~ t1'e 
Arab people. 

Not the least of the questions recently; b:rought 
up as an argument against Jewish resettlement in 
the Holy Land, has been that of the oil pipeline. 
This proposed pipeline is in the territory of the 
Arab king, Ibn Saud, where no Christian may set 
foot except under penalty of death. You are told 
that since the Jews are weak and the oil is in Ibn 
Saud's territory, if Ibn Saud dislikes the presence 
of Jews in neighboring Palestine it would be more 
expedient for us to condemn the Jews to their Eu­
ropean slaughterhouses and forget the question 
altogether. 

Judas sold his soul for thirty pieces of silver. 
It appears to me that we are asked to sell ours for 
a pipeline in Arabia. 

The pipeline can be disposed of briefly. There are 
two sides to that question. From the view of many 
able men it is a highly questionable operation. 
When completed it still will be 4,500 miles away 
from our shores, forcing our ships through gate-

14 

ways held by foreign powers. From the military 
view, unless we control all of these gateways, the 
oil will be inaccessible to us. If it is in the hands 
of our friends, we will have access to it anyway; 
in peacetime it can be purchased like other com­
modities on the open market. 

WHAT are the simple human facts relative to the 
situation of the Jews in Europe? Even were they 

to escape, there is no place for them to go. The sole 
exception to this pattern is Palestine. Here there 
is a thriving Jewish civilization. Here they would 
come not as outcasts and strangers, but as citizens. 
Here they would find in the warm smiles of their 
own compatriots a hearty welcome home. 

There is now a Congressional Committee which 
will attempt to rescue some of the Jews remaining 
in Europe from the coldblooded murder they will 
face if they are unable to escape. If the doors of 
Palestine were opened to these Jews they would 
not require so much help even from our own good 
Congress. Many thousands could escape under their 
o~ power an , through the assistance of friendly 
l e • ,.,.,.._,,.,~-~1s . . . 

l: • ved by the single case of Sweden, 
hie ~f. opened up its doors to the Jews 

of ~~~\§when the Nazis began to round them 
up to ~ em to the murder chambers of Poland. 
Of eleven thousand Danish Jews, nine thousand ac­
tually escaped to Sweden. They rowed in boats ; 
they swam, they got there in one way or another. 

But the case of Sweden stands alone in Europe. 
The effort at Jewish resettlement in Palestine 

had been gathering strength for many decades 
previous to World War I; during this conflict a 
public commitment was made by the Allies that 
among their objectives would be the reestablish­
ment of the ancient Jewish community in Palestine. 
This was put in the form of a declaration signed 
by Lord Balfour on November 2nd, 1917, which 
stated that: 

His Majesty's Government view with favor 
the establishment in Palestine of a national 
home for the Jewish people and will use their 
best endeavors to facilitate the achievement of 
this object. 



All the Powers endorsed this project. Our own 
President Wilson wrote that "the Allied ation , 
with the fullest concurrence of our own Govern­
ment and people, are agreed that in Pale tine shall 
be laid the foundations of the Jewish Common­
wealth." 

In May 191"8, a desert conference wa held at 
Aqaba between the Emir Feisal, recognized leader 
of the Arab people, and Dr. Chaim Weizmann, the 
Zionist leader. A solemn treaty wa drawn up and 
signed in January 1919 which provided for (and I 
quote again), ''the closest possible collaboration" 
in the development of the Arab state and the com­
ing Jewish Commonwealth. The Arabs wished the 
Jews "a hearty welcome home." 

When the Mandate was made out in favor of the 
Jewish people by the nations, Hussein's son, Feisal, 
later to become King of Iraq, wrote a cordial letter 
congratulating the Zionists on their triumph. 

Since then both the English and Arabs have suf­
fered a serious case of amnesia in reference to the 
events which have transpired. 

During these years Palestine has been in the 
hands of an administration which is intrinsically 
anti-Zionist and is determined to prevent the Jews 
from going there. Despite the solemn obligations 
assumed by the Mandatory, Palestine is the only 
country outside of German Europe which possesses 

• 
an official anti-Jewish policy. 

The reason for this is not hard to find. In addi­
tion to a certain amount of native anti-Semitism in 
the Bureaus of Whitehall and Westmin ter, there 
exist the words of Lawrence' warning that if the 
Zionists' plan were successful it would involve in­
evitably "the raising of the present Arab popula­
tion to their own material level. It might well prove 
a source of technical supply rendering them inde­
pendent of industrial Europe, and in that case a 
new confederation might become a formidable 
element of world power." 

As a result, immigrants of all kinds are welcome 
in the Holy Land except for Jews whose entry is 
rigidly restricted. Except in certain minor areas, 
they may not purchase or own land because they 

arc Jew . The re ult i that though the Jewish pop­
ulation i over one-third of the total, Jew' own 
le than five p r cent of the land. 

The a tern part of the country i called Trans­
jordan. Here Jew may not ettle at all, though it 
i an int gral part of Pale tine admini tered by 
Great Britain under the Mandate and contributions 
to its budget have been made from Pale tine reve­
nue paid larg ly by Jewi h taxpayer . It wa the 
fir t of the countries of the world to become 
Judenrein, or completely free of Jew . 

Under the \Vhite Paper now in force, only 29,000 
more Jew may be allowed to enter Pale tine. 

The \Vhite Paper is illegal. It was d nounced by 
the Mandates Commi ion of the League of Nations 
as an unilateral abrogation of a acred obligation. 

At that time Winston Churchill told the Hou e of 
Common that he felt barned by the White Paper. 
He said, "I could not stand by and see solemn en­
gagements into which Britain ha entered before 
the world, set a. ide for rea on of admini trative 
co veni nee. I hould feel per onally embarra ed 

re~u 

manner if I lent my elf by silence 
hat I must regard a an act of 

ONE Rt o 'kmg given for this policy was that the 
country was overcrowded . 

Seven y ars ago I tood on the hills of Judea near 
Jeru alem and gazed with hu bed wonder at the 
blue mi t enveloping the still darker blue of the 
mountains of Moab. The country wa stark naked, 
empty of trees, inhabitants and verdure. The soil 
of its once carefully terraced mountains had been 
wa bed down by torrential rains. The great oaks 
which once covered the e hills were gone, and the 
people who e gay laughter once rang from the 
mountain vineyards in the densely settled villages 
of the valleys, had disappeared. 

I tood there devoured by this awful silence. I 
thought of the entire southern part of Pale tine 
which I had just traversed to get to Jeru alem, 
where in half a day's journey a donkey tied to a 
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wayside post was an event. I thought of Trans­

jordan with its terrible depressing emptiness. 

In all of this great area, with the exception of a 

few small enclaves, there was one common char­

acteristic, the terrifying stillness, unbroken by the 

cry of children, or by the warm voices of settled 

inhabitants. 
This was the land which once flowed with milk 

and honey, which had bustled with people, and on 

which the Lord Jehovah had bestowed his grace. 

Josephus tells us that west of the Jordan alone 

there were twelve million people. When Jesus 

preached in Galilee, there lived in that tiny province 

more than twice the number of people who now 

inhabit all of Palestine. 
In my imagination as I gazed on this depressing 

scene, I peopled this country once again with stal­

wart Hebrews, with strong men, bronzed by the 

sun, and hardened by labor in the rich brown earth. 

I saw their womenfolk, as simple and strong, 

standing beside them, women fit to be the mothers 

of a new race of Maccabees, women who could bear 

an incorruptible Jeremiah, or give the world a new 

lyrical David, or towering Isaiah. 

I had seen exactly such a peasantry in the little 

Jewish colonies to the north and east, a vigorous, 

gifted and graceful race who, except for the mod­

ern clothes they wore, might have stepped forth 

from the very pages of the Bible itself. 

It was as if there had been a great curse on this 

naked, barren country which was just now being 

lifted as its sons returned to it from afar. 

16 

THE Arabs have benefited greatly by the immi­

gration of the Jews to Palestine. It has raised 

their standards wherever the two races have been 

in contact, and were it not for the interference of 

Western adventurers and administrators, they 

would live in harmony together. 
The question, however, is out of their hands and 

obeys a higher law. Neither is it in the hands of the 

Arab politicians. With them, without them, or 

against them, a reconstituted Jewish Palestine will 

be established and will take its place in the com­

munity of nations. It will be the permanent ally of 

the English-speaking countries in this section of 

the globe. It will be our ally, too, in the eternal war 

of vigilance which must always be waged against 

the dark forces of oppression, of tyranny, and of 

totalitarian evil. 

It is the natural guardian of the Holy Places, 

which should once again become the inalienable 

property of the Christian Church. This little state 

may yet become the symbol of that love of truth and 

hich alone can redeem humanity. 

a e to have a world of monstrous 

in ·ch expediency and brutal power pol-

itics etermine the course of events, we have 

no cI:ioi in ,the matter. Our choice has been made 

for us : e must rescue these people; we must ful­

fill the pledged word of the Nations to which our 

country is a party, and if Biblical prophecy is to be 

believed, fulfill the final determination of an 

almighty Providence. 



.President Roosevelt's Statement 
In the course of the discussion following Mr. Zijf's ad­

dress at the Luncheon Session, Dr. Henry A. Atkinson 
made this announcement: "I have here the fallowing story 
just received over the United Press Wire: 

'Dr. Abba Hillel Silver and Dr. Stephen S. Wise were authorized by the President of 
the United States to state that the American Government has never given its approval to 
the White Paper of 1939. The President is happy that the doors of Palestine are today 
open to Jewish refugees, and that when future decisions are reached, full justice will be 
done to those who seek a Jewish National Home, for which our Government and the Am ri­
can people have always had the deepest sympathy and today, more than ever, in view of 
the tragic plight of hundreds of thousands of homeless Jewi h refugees'.n 

The entire as embly then arose and applauded vigorously. 

PROFESSOR S. RALPH HARLOW 

WE HAVE BEEN THINKING about the problem of 
how the world is going to be governed after this 

conflict. Is it to be a world in which democracy, the 
rights of people, are going to be the influence back 
of whatever treaties may be made in the future? 
Is oil or is blood, is brotherhood or big business 
going to dominate the making of these future 

treaties? 
In 1939 when Dr. Lowdermilk was in Palestine, 

my wife and I were there. We had been in the Near 
East, we lived there for twelve years. I saw Pal­
estine when it was a country that by no means 

Oil or Brotherhood1 
flowed with milk and honey, but with disease, with 
poverty, with ignorance and darkness. And then I 
saw the magical transformation. 

In the spring of 1939 my wife and I traveled on 
three ships in the Mediterranean loaded with Jew­
ish refugees. That summer we lived for eight weeks 
in England, in a home with Jewish refugees, and 
so perhaps this problem is closer to our hearts. 

I believe that we need to use both our heads and 
our hearts, and that is what this Conference is at­
tempting to do in sympathy for people who are cry­
ing for justice and for a home. 
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PROFESSOR WILLIAM FOXWELL ALBRIGHT 

MR. CHAIRMAN, ladies and gentlemen, I consider 
it a very good omen for our afternoon's session 

that it was introduced with the Lord's Prayer in 
literary Arabic, recited by Father Sayegh. 

After my first few months in Palestine in 1920, 
I found myself oscillating rather rapidly between 
the Jews and the Arabs. One week I would be pro­
Arab; next week I would be pro-Jewish; and I am 
happy to claim that I did not, like a certain gifted 
newspaper woman of my acquaintance, become 
anti-Semitic after oscillating in both directions. In 
other words, I found myself sympathetic to both 
the Jews and the Arabs. 

The Arabs have a great past. Let no one forget 
that for centuries when Europe was plunged in the 
darkness of Medieval times-and they- were dark 
indeed from many points of view-Moslem scholars 
carried the torch of civilization. Let no one forget 
that a very large proportion of the terminology 
which we use in mathematics, astronomy, and in 
many other domains of the arts and sciences is 
Arabic. The Arabs never have been American 
Indians nor Congo Negroes. It is, however, true 
that most of them are very poor and illiterate, that 
a high proportion of the Arabs in the Near and 
Middle East are still nomads or semi-nomads, and 
that most of the remaining Arabs live in some form 
of patriarchal or patronal organization which gives 
little chance for the individual to develop, unless he 
leaves the country. Arab civilization has stagnated 
for some five hundred years; for over five centuries 
there ha not been a single scienti t, philo opher 
or writer of international distinction. Thing are 
changing now, and I am sure they will change fa t. 

But, as Dr. Lowdermilk has told you, the Near 
and Middle Ea t are very spar ely peopled. More­
over, after centuries of living in thi state of tag-
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The Arabs and the Jews 
nation, the Arabs are reluctant to change their 
ways. It takes a tremendous effort to change from 
one economy, from one habit of thinking and do­
ing to another, and no people likes to be abruptly 
jolted out of its familiar ways. So we must not be 
surprised that the Arabs react most violently 
against attempts at westernization and against the 
intrusion of western ideas. 

And I will also remind you of what Mr. Ziff said, 
unfortunately with a great deal of truth, that much 
anti-Jewish and anti-Zionist agitation has arisen 
because of the intrusion of imperialistic European 
politics into the Near Eastern scene. When I first 
went out to Palestine, the most important anti­

ropaganda was carried on by journals 
' irut and supported by the French 

the same way, at that time anti­
ag nda in Palestine and Syria was di-

r m the headquarters of the British General 
Staff iro, and the Arabic newspaper chiefly 
devoted to it was supported by British funds. These 
facts I remember very distinctly ; I knew some of 
the per ons involved and I knew where they got 
their money. It was a great mistake. The French, 
by oppo ing the British, cut their own throats; the 
Briti h, by opposing the French, cut theirs. Then 
came the Italian , and lastly the Germans, all vying 
with one another to stir up hostility to the Jews. 

In all hone ty, however, one must confess that 
ome of thi ho tility was created by extremists 

among the Je\iv who declared that all Arabs should 
be deported from ale tine and settled bodily in 
Iraq or el ew here. Thi , I think, would be to the 
la ting detriment of the Jewish Commonwealth in 
Pale tine, quite aside from the terrible effect it 
would have upon the Arabs of surrounding coun­
tries. 



I will remind you also that there are about 
200,000,000 Moslems in the world, and that about 
50,000,000 of them speak Arabic, in regions reach­
ing from the Atlantic Ocean to the Persian Gulf, 
and from the mountains of Southern Armenia to 
far south in Eastern Africa. The Palestine question 
is thus part of a much greater one. But I do not 
think that the Palestine question would have as­
sumed any importance in Arab countries if it had 
not been for these artificial irritants from outside 
and for the lack of wisdom on the part of some 
Jewish propagandists-not as a rule, I hasten to 
add, of the official Zionist Organization, which has 
generally been discreet and restrained. 

My OWN APPROACH to the problem is conditioned, 
as you will see, by the fact that I am acutely 

aware of the minority problem. I was born a mem­
ber of a very small minority, in a majority com­
posed of people 99 per cent of whom considered my 
little group as the offspring of Satan-in short I 
was the son of a Protestant missionary in South 
America. Today I am the proud fa,ther of four 
promising sons, the husband of a brilliant wife, all 
of whom are staunch Catholics, members of a latge 
minority in this overwhelmingly anti-Catholic 
country. During my fifteen years in Palestine I 
came up against the minority question every day. 

I want to approach the problem of the relation­
ship between Jews and Arabs in the ear East 
from the standpoint of the minority que tion. We 
must remember that even if Jewish Palestine be­
comes an autonomous political unit, the Jews would 
still be a minority in the Arab East. If I thought 
there were any danger whatever that Palestinian 
Arabs would be deported against their will and 
settled in other countries, I would at once become a 
violent anti-Zionist. The fact that I consider my­
self a Zionist, is I hope, sufficient refutation of any 
charge that I am opposed to the J ewi h develop­
ment of Palestine. I am opposed, however, to any 
unnatural, undemocratic, and anti-Semitic as well 
as anti-Jewish solution to the problem by any such 
drastic cutting of the Gordian knot as the attempt 

to eliminate the Arabs. The Jews need the Arabs 
and the Arabs need the Jews. I want to remind 
you that, no matter what kind of a commonwealth 
or state is established for the Jews in Palestine, 
they will remain a minority in the urrounding 
Arab ocean. 

Every land in the Near East has its minorities, 
practically all of them being Christian, although 
there are also minorities of Moslem sectarians, 
such as the Shiites and the N osairis and Dr uses. 
There are a good many of these minorities which 
are called lVIoslem by non-Moslem , but which are 
considered in some re pects by Mo lems them­
selves as worse than Christians or Jew . Thi , by 
the way, is a universal human characteristic: we 
often hate the people closest to us worse than any­
one else, precisely because of irritating minor dif­
ferences. 

I will remind you that in Egypt there are a mil­
lion Christian Copts living on a powder keg. In 
Syria there is a small Christian commonwealth, 
th ugh i ~ ou: daries were so drawn that it also 

s em minority which is almost as 
1 stian majority; in Syria as a whole 

.. -u,v: ..... ..,. f Lebanon form a minority. Older 
"' 

j n , as well as some of the younger 
,,, ow perilous their situation is. 

THOUGH ISLAM AROSE from Judaism and Chris­
tianity and carried on many of the best f ea tu res 

of both, yet it has certain aspects which are not 
favorable to the continued existence of minority 
groups in its midst. Of course we Christians have 
no right to criticize the Moslem too severely. The 
fact remains that both Catholic and Protestant 
Christians have given up almost entirely the idea 
of "exterminating" - that is banishing - heretics 
or putting them to death; but the Moslem still 
maintain the principle of the Jihad or holy war in 
all its rigor, and that is why almo t any threatened 
massacre of Chri tians is hailed with approval by 
a shockingly high proportion of Moslem religious 
leaders. I can a sure you of this from personal 
knowledge, having been on good term with many 
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Moslem leaders during my fifteen years in the Near 
East. 

The Turks set the example by extermination, 
either, literally, by banishing, or in the customary 
sense, by mass massacre, of the Christians of Ana­
tolia, both Greeks and Armenians. What Turkey 
has lost by thus eliminating its best and most ener­
getic elements, measured by their adaptability to 
modern civilization as well as by their specialized 
training and industry, can scarcely be computed. 
It is already clear that Turkey will never recover 
from her elimination of minorities. She cannot re­
cover from this loss any better than Spain got over 
the elimination of her Jewish, Moorish, and Protes­
tant minorities, or than Germany is going to get 
over the elimination of her Jewish and other mi­
norities. No nation can crush minorities without 
placing the future prosperity of the majority in 
the most acute jeopardy. 

Since the Turks drove out or butchered all their 
Anatolian minorities they have been quietly en­
gaged in eliminating almost all of the Armenian 
minority in Istanbul. Meanwhile the Iraqi fol­
lowed their example, and scarcely had Great Btit­
ain handed over political domination of the country 
to its inhabitants than the latter proceeded to try 
to eliminate the Assyrian Christians by wholesale 
massacre. In recent years the potential menace in 
the Near East has become far worse, because on 
the old principle of the Jihad there has been super­
imposed a new and deadly doctrine which arose in 
the most advanced Protestant Christian nation of 
the world, Protestant Germany. It was Protestant 
Germany which has taught the world how to de­
stroy minorities by mass massacre, using gas and 
steam chambers and all the paraphernalia of mod­
ern science, including medical science, I regret to 
say. Germany has been a very successful teacher, 
and I am sorry to say that the Arabs have been 
good learners ; too many of the Arab leaders now 
advocate the same methods. They say: we must 
eliminate all our minorities, Christians and Jews 
alike, just as the Turks did in Anatolia, as the 
Iraqians started to do in Iraq, and as the Germans 
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have subsequently done efficiently in what was 
formerly a Christian country. 

I AM STRESSING the e unpleasant facts so that none 
of us will feel that because he happens to be a 

Protestant or any other kind of Christian, his skirts 
are clean. Not one of us has clean skirts ; yet the 
fact that we are all guilty before God and our 
fellowmen does not mean that we have the right to 
sit back and shut our eyes while the Christian and 
Jewish minorities of the Near East are handed over 
to the tender mercies of a fascistically disposed 
Moslem majority. 

Please do not misunderstand. I hope ardently 
that the time will come when the Moslem world 
awakes and under Christian tutelage develops the 
J udeo-Christian element latent in Islam to the full­
est extent, when we can really speak of a spiritual 
Islam. Meanwhile we must reckon with the facts. 
It is a world of hard reality in which we live, and 
until we recognize that we are our brother's keeper 
a~d thai- w tever system of international or 
r .i nal or oth r government is set up in the post­

must protect otherwise unprotected 
min.,,._~.~~.,,.,. e cannot stand before our fellows with 
clean co cieyces. 

It 1~ -0rtunately true that there is now exten­
sive and bitter hostility on the part of the Arabs 
toward the Jews. It is not inevitable that it should 
continue. I could point to many interruptions in 
the increasing Arab hostility of the last twenty-five 
years to the Jews. I could point to times when this 
changed situation was brought about by a complete 
diversion of target. In 1928 there were Moslem 
boycotts of Christians, during which Christians 
were killed and wounded in street fighting. There 
was a great deal of suffering on the part of the 
Christian minority during the years of rioting in 
Palestine from 1936 to 1939 when the Moslems 
organized formal rebellion against the British 
mandatory power. Being Arabs by language, to a 
certain extent by race, and to a considerable extent 
by culture, the Christians naturally sympathized in 
many ways with their fellow-Arab and fellow-



easterners against those intruding Europeans­
the Jews. 

All the s;ame, very few of these Christians are 
not in constant fear of what might happen if the 
Moslems were once to get the upper hand. I could 
spend the whole afternoon telling you stories from 
my personal experience to illustrate this con tant 
fear, the fear which will never die, becau e the 
older men know it from experience and the younger 
men know it from hearsay, though they persis­
tently deny its existence. In the case of many young 
idealists from the American University of Beirut, 
they deny it because they fondly hope that somehow 
or other we have reached a new stage where the 
Moslem will no longer persecute the Christian. 

There have been many individual cases of warm 
friendship between Jews and Moslems. When 
ever an educated Moslem is ill, if possible he con­
sults a Jewish specialist and goes to a Jewish 
hospital. Jewish Palestine has become one of the 
greatest medical centers of the world, to which 
people come from the ends of the Moslem world, 
from Afghanistan and the Sudan, from South 
Arabia and Turkey, in order to be cured by Jewi h 
physicians, who carry on the wonderful -tradition 
of the great Jewish doctors of the Middle Ages, 
when Jewish medicine led the world, as it leads the 
world again today. What the Jewish medical enter­
prise, Hadassah, has meant for the improvement 
of Jewish-Arabic relations is incalculable. What 
such activities as Halva'ah ve-Hissakhon, headed 
by my friend Mr. Emanuel Mohl meant for im­
provement of relations between Jews and Arab is 
also incalculable. For the first time in history Arabs 
could go to a money-lender and get a modest loan 
on reasonable security with a low rate of interest. 
Of course the lending party was Jewish, not Arab, 
because the Arab money-lenders of Hebron, Da­
mascus and Nablus have literally been sharks who 
have devoured the poor Arab peasants of Palestine. 

I w ANT to make a few more positive suggestions 
toward the solution of this question. We must 

<;onstantly stress the fact that the Arabs need the 

Jew and they need them t rribly. In this world of 
our we must all share a common economic and 
indu trial background of interest or we will all go 
down together because we have first of all to eat. 
We must farm our land properly, according to the 
methods which Dr. Lowdermilk o ably presented; 
we mu t develop our indu tries and our natural 
resources, as Mr. Ziff emphasized. In short, we 
must build a European civilization in the backward 
regions of the earth. Unless the Arab are Euro­
peanized in these fundamental re pects they will 
al o go down to destruction. Now the Jews are 
ideally suited to become the teachers of the Arabs 
in future, as they are already today. Jewish engi­
neers and agronomists, as well as many other tech­
nologists and scientists, are being called as advisers 
throughout the lands of the Near and Middle East; 
in future they will be called upon even more. 

Jewish Palestine has been phy ically trans­
formed. Having been there before the transf orma­
tion began, having as an archaeologi t traversed 
all sections of the country and seen how desolate 
t ey, having come baek to them years 

n y constant travels, I know what 
b en accomplished, and that the same 

b9'accomplished elsewhere in the Near 

In no case have the Arabs been driven from their 
homes. Of course, some poor tenant farmers and 
some half-Bedouin have been forced out by Jewi h 
purcha e of the lands on which they were tempo­
rarily settled, but in no case were they worse off 
after their removal. Their previous state was in­
comparably wretched, and most of them are very 
much better off. For many years now all Arabs who 
had to be removed by landlords from land sold to 
the Jews have been resettled elsewhere. The popu­
lation of Arab Palestine has increased much more 
rapidly than the population of any other Arab land 
of the East; that increase is traceable mainly to 
Zionist activity. The Arabs are learning fast to 
improve their poultry and their breeds of cattle; 
they are learning to plant citrus fruits, as well as 
all sorts of other crops which were at first planted 
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only by the Jews. The Arabs are a teachable people, 
though they may resist westernization for a long 
time under the influence of misguided leaders who 
do not want the country to develop unless they 
themselves can rule it as they please. Under the 
influence of these same leaders they were for years 
before the present World War engaged in a program 
of destroying forests and irrigation works, destroy­
ing as much as possible, because the Arab revolt 
was really directed against European progress as 
a whole, not only against Zionism and British 
domination. 

The lands of Palestine now settled by Jews were 
settled by less than 10,000 to 15,000 Arabs before 
the Jews moved in. There are now nearly 600,000 
Jews in Palestine settled in areas where there had 
been at most 10,000 to 15,000 Arabs! Jewish immi­
gration has not deprived the Arabs of their rights 

PROFESSOR CARL J. FRIEDRICH RIIS 

IN MY OPINION, based upon some study, the great­
est difficulty and trouble in connection with the 

problem of Palestine have arisen from the fact that 
it has been considered in the astigmatic fashion of 
a local or parochial issue. It is almost exclusively 
and continuously discussed in terms of Palestine. 
I would like to direct your attention to the fact that 
this is as you will all agree, one world, and there 
are many situations of which Palestine is only one, 
which call for consideration not only in terms of 
the local situation, but in terms of the general sit­
uation to which that local situation is related. 

Mr. Ziff made reference to the splendid speech 
that Mr. Winston Churchill made in the House of 
Commons in May 1939, in denouncing the White 
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and privileges in a land where they have been 
settled for centuries. 

It is true, as l\1r. Ziff said, that some Arab tribes 
have been only settled for a generation or two, but 
other groups have been settled for more than a 
thousand years, and the lands of the Near East, 
including Palestine, have been Arab with few in­
termissions for over 1300 years. The Arabs un­
doubtedly have a prior right in Palestine but that 
does not give them a right to deny the Jews their 
right to come and settle the waste places. Do the 
Arab propagandists in this country, some of whom 
are among my personal friends-claim for them­
selves the right to come with their compatriots and 
settle in America and do they with the same breath 
deny the same right of migration into their own 
homeland to oppressed European Jews? 

alestine and Peace 
Paper, the document which has properly been 
called the Near Eastern Munich Pact. It was not a 
pact, it was merely a statement of policy, but it was 
of the same spirit as the Munich Pact, it was born 
of appeasing the Fascists, and because of that, 
Mr. Winston Churchill denounced it. Not only 
Mr. Winston Churchill, but a good many other 
Britishers denounced it. In fact, if you will look 
through the list of people who are opposed to the 
White Paper you will find that that list contains a 
very large percentage of the names that have car­
ried forward the British war effort since that time. 

In other words, it was denounced by those people 
who knew what game was being played in the world 
in general, and in Palestine in particular, and it i~ 



tho e people \ ho I tru t till know what gam i 
being pla ed. 

I fully agree with the comments which Mr. Zifl' 
made upon recent development . I do not wi h to 
recall the ame item becau e our tim i limit d, 
but the matter ha to be con idered in term of ov r­
all American polic . Politics i a very har h mat­
ter. It i ea y to rise and moralize on political 
i ues. I sympathize 100 per cent with the moral 
and legal argument drawn from the fact that the 
Balfour Declaration made certain commitm nt , 
that the Mandate made certain commitment , that 
the American Congre made certain commitm nt 
in 1922, that the American Government made c r­
tain other commitment in 1924. I am perf ctly 
willing to recognize all the e fact , and yet if it wer 
true that the e commitments repr ented error of 
judgment, if it were true that they repr ent d an 
erroneou policy, a fal e approach, a d ad alley, 
you could not turn the wheel of hi tory back, and 
no moralizing would be able to liminate the hard 
facts. But what I wi h to tell you, a • th re ult f 

my studie , i that far from th la L\ nt -fw 
years or twenty year proving any u h cont n­
tions, the policy that wa enunciated in th Balf ur 
Declaration and in the Mandate and in th 
gre sional Re olution of 1922, i infinit l m r 
neces ary today than it wa at th time at which 
it wa enunciat d. That i the vital factor in 194 . 

WHY DO Is Y THAT? rtainly not upon the r cord 
that wa accumulat d und r the Mandat . Th r 

can be no que tion that the admini trati n of th 
Mandate in Pal tin wa a fizzle; it\! a a flop, or 
any other mono yllable that you wi h to apply from 
the rich armory of Am rican t rm '. It i per f ctl 
clear that for any flop or failure in politic , th first 
re pon ibility re t \! ith tho who wer in control. 
The people who v re in control of that ituation 
between 1922 and 19 9, , r th Briti h olonial 
Office; th ref ore one cl ar con lu 'ion to b drawn 
from the exp ri nc i that ontrol of th Briti h 
Colonial Office over Pal tine mu t be removed. 
They have proven that they ar incapable of ad-

mini 'i ring that t rritory. Thai i • th r al con­
lu ion to draw, and not that th r i' no hop for 
·tabli ·hing a J 'Wish aiional Home in Pal stin . 
But what m. l m mor important i th 

pr nt and futur n ed. 
ince 1939, th per: ution of th J wi h peopl 

in 1 ur p ha:, a: v ry on of u kno\: , tak n 
xtrem form . Ii xi t cl b for that, and pr um­

ably it will to some xt nt p r ·ist after the d f at 
of th azi . \V might ju ·t as w 11 r cognize the 
ugly fact' of th ituation. In any ca ·e, I do not 
b liev that it i r a onable or practicable for 

hristian p op1 to exp ct th J w ei h r to wi h 
lo tay in, or wish to r turn to, tho place in 
which th have uff r cl th p r cution inflict d 
upon th m in Germany, in Poland, in Hungary, in 
Rumania and in variou other t rritorie that ha e 
fallen under Fa ci t domination. There may be 
om , I would n t d ny it. In th fir t place th r 

ar ah ay fool· in th \ orld; in the cond place 
pl wh would :timate th ituation 

but I think we ar p rf ctl fair in 
ry c n 'iderable numb r of th 

) mov from th pla e in which th y 
h tv e ,tr m ly badly tr at d. 

her can th yr mov to? 
Yo wjt) h ar from p opl who ar oppo d to 

th Jewi:h ational II m in Pal stin om f 
th m J , ', that th y an o to many oth r plac ·, 
but if you will 0 iudy th r cord of int rnational 
conf r nc • that hav b n d di al d t th qu :­
tion of d t rmining wh r th y can in fact go i 

any appr ciabl xtent, you will know that th r 
ar no uch plac . on, qu ntly we might ju ta 
well r cognize as a condition of the po twar itua­
tion that whi1 th re will be a certain numb r of 
J wish p ople oming to the nit d tate , to th 
Latin m rican countri , to c rtain countrie in 

ia, th y will be few in numb r, compar d to th 
numb r who ar eking a horn and who are in 
my opinion not only entitl d to the a i tanc of 
th nit d tat in finding that horn but who ar 
in our own long-run s lf-intere t p opl for wh m 
a home mu t be found. It L n t purely a moral i ue, 
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and th r a on I ay that i b cau , of my cone p­

tion of American foreign policy. 

Now YO K that Am rican for ign policy i a 
very controver ial ubj ct. The other day when 

I te tified before the Foreign Affairs Committee 
of the Hou e and alluded to thi particular pha e 

of the ubject, one of th ongr men aid, "I wL h 

the Doctor could tell u what the foreign policy of 

the United tate i .'' Well, the "doctor" did not 
oblige. It is perfectly true that foreign policy is to 

some extent a Fata Morgana, omething that you 

forever cha e and never find, but every country 
must develop certain policies and must develop cer­

tain over-all con ideration by which to guide it 

specific deci ion . It i my conception and I dare 
say that of a good many people in this hall that the 

over-all con ideration of American foreign po] icy 

is the e tabli hment and the maintenance of peace, 
of la ting peace, of just and durable peace. 

On the monument of General herman here in 
Washington there appear a very famou aying of 

this Civil War general, a very humane man who 

has been much abu ed as the result of the unfor­
tunate connotation of herman' 1arch. On that 

monument you can read that free men can fight a 

war only to e tabli h a better peace. We are now 
fighting thi war, gentlemen; we are fighting it to 
e tabli h a better peace. 

How did we get into thi war? A long tory, but 

one thing i pe1·fectly clear upon the record, and 

that i that thi war b gan for certain wh n Hit! r 

and hi azi declared war upon the Jew in er­

many and throughout Europe, and it \ a on of 

the di a ter of thi country' hi tory that it wa 

not recognized a uch, that we turned away, and 

we aid: "Thi i none of our affair, thi i an 

internal cone rn of rman ; \! e have no r a on 

to intervene." nd peopl who f lt like int rv ning, 

uch a my elf, were dubb d "interv ntioni t . 

Probabl om of you kno\ that I have alway d -

clined the honor of b ing call d an inter ntioni t, 

and reque. t d that I be called a belligerent, becau e 
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! d cid d that even in 19:34 th tim had come to 

tand up and fight for our po ition. 
The only rea on for recalling the e unhappy fact 

i that they are vitally related to thi ubject. The 

maladju tments surrounding the po ition of the 

Jewish people in Europe were one of the mo t vital 

features in the total context that led down the path 

to this war. 
Per onally I am convinced that if we had realized 

in 1934 that this wa one world, we could have pre­

vented the war that we now have on our hand . 

When I u ed to say in 1934 that we should tand 

up against the Nazis people would always spring 

forward and say : "Would that not mean war?" 

And to their great urpri e (becau e they knew me 

to be a near-pacifi t, a peace-loving man), I would 

reply: "Ye , it would mean war." Then a a follow­

up to their tartl d expression I would ay, "It 
would m an a war, but it would mean a little war, 
in tead of a big one." In my opinion the harde t 

thing to realize about foreign policy i that you do 
~ ontrol the ituation which you 

. Therefore you cannot find a ri k-
0 • y ; you can only weigh the ri k 

• i e upon which foreign policy i the 
lea t ~· k . I was m contention at that time, and 

it will for er be, that we cho e the path of an ex­

tremely ri ky foreign policy in tead of a relatively 
1 ri ky foreign policy. 

IT EE 1 TO 1E that after victory i won one of 

the mo t burning problem will be the J ewi h 

probl m in Europe. It i an e ential feature of 

pacification. It rank with the elimination of th 

azi Party; it rank with the elimination of th 

erman militari t a an e ential condition of a 
la ting and ju t peace. 

And a I have indicat db fore, ther i only one 

olution, a far a I can ee, and that i a Jewi h 

ational Home in Pal tin . It i a ri ky policy. 

The Arab are oppo ed to it, no doubt. But only 
with a firm determination to take thi mall ri k 

can w e cape the much greater ri k that lie in a 

failure to olve the Jewi h problem in Europe. 



Let me in this connection, comment with high 
approval upon the statements that the previous 
speaker - Professo1· Albright - has made. Like 
himself I have no sympathy of cour e with people 
who wish to move the Arabs out of Pale tine, but 
whatever some crazy extremist may sometimes 
have said, that has never been an issue of practical 
policy, it is purely a red herring that has been 
dragged across the trail for the purpose of conf us­
ing people. As a matter of fact, as you probably 
know, the Arab population of Palestine almost 
doubled between 1919 and 1939, and presumably 
the Arab population of Palestine will continue to 
increase at a very rapid rate if the Jews continue 
to develop Palestine. 

Now in that connection you run into the old and 
famous argument of "absorptive capacity." Fortu­
nately, the American Palestine Committee has dis­
tributed an extremely able analysis in the pamphlet 
called "The Facts About Palestine." It will forever, 
I hope, rout from your minds the arguments in 
terms of Absorptive Capacity. They are purely an 
escape. If in the past we had approached the future 
of the United States in terms such as are involved 
in the policy that is based on a timia estimate of 
absorptive capacity, we would never have gotten 
where we are. In 1800 no one would have estimated 
the absorptive capacity of the United States as 
what it actually turned out to be, and I am quite 
convinced that nobody today estimates the absorp­
tive capacity of the United States as what it may 
eventually turn out to be. 

Human creativeness has tremendous potential­
ities. 

In 1919 the absorptive capacity of Palestine was 
estimated at only a fraction of what Palestine has 
since ab orbed, and I think twenty-five years from 
now if we pursue a policy of firmness in support of 
those principles of international cooperation that 
in my opinion must underlie an American foreign 
policy, it will turn out that such estimates as 
Dr. Lowdermilk has made of the absorptive capac­
ity of Palestine will, if anything, have been left 
behind by actual developments. 

0 E REA o for this i , of cour , that the Jewish 
people a a whole, not only a a race but as a 

religiou fellow hip, have a deep attachment to 
Pale tin which induce them to make extreme sac­
rifice for the upbuilding of Pale tine which they 
are not prepared to make for other territorie . We 
as Christian non-Jews and reali tic American 
mu t take that fact into account, that this is the 
place that the Jews of the world are prepared to 
develop, and not the jungles of Brazil, or of the 
Dutch Ea t Indies, or the highlands of Tibet. If 
they wer , I would be standing here to argue for 
Tibet, but the fact of the matter is that their reli­
gious faith-and such faith has forever been the 
ba is of profound and lasting acrifice on the part 
of human beings-is attached to this Holy Land 
and not to some other colonial territory. That is 
definitive, as far as I am cone rned. It is one of 
the e stubborn little facts that William James talks 
about which you have to take into account if you 
want to deal intelligently with human beings. 

Beyond that, there also lies the question of how 
to h~ control of this conte ted territory. 
I w o h'. thtng that are indicated in the Con­

es lution, do away with the White 
Pap r, iliuxte Jewish immigration into Pales­
tine, f • cili 'ate land purchase in Palestine, facilitate 
economic development in Palestine, if we do these 
thing , what kind of governmental setup is called 
for? 

I believe, and here, of course, my strong inter­
nationalist inclinations come into play-I believe 
that it cannot be done under other than interna­
tional au pices. The Christian Council on Palestine 
to which I myself am attached, has taken that po i­
iion, and rightly. As I said at the out et, we cannot 
return Pale tine to the good graces of Great 
Britain' Colonial Office, and since fortunately thi 
country does not boast of a Colonial Office we need 
not turn it over to the Colonial admini trators of 
thi country. We need, therefore, an international 
organization. 

You know the great complexities involved in the 
problems of international organization. It would 
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be a wild goose chase for me at this point, prac­
tically at the close of my address, to attempt to 
sketch a blue-print of the required international 
organization. I have arrived at the point today 
where I feel that much more important than argu­
ments about just what kind of an international or­
ganization will be required, is a strenuous effort 
to carry home to the American people that we need 
some kind of international organization. Whatever 
international organization proves feasible is the 
international organization which we should build. 

Palestine, as I said before, is not the only prob­
lem. There are a number of other problems in the 
world that call for international rather than local 
or imperial settlements, and the only way in which 
we can cope with these troubled areas in the world 

HONORABLE ROBERT F. WAGNER 

where cultures clash, where nations fight with each 
other, is the development of an effective interna­
tional organization. I have pretty nearly come to 
the conclusion that only the leadership of this coun­
try will bring that international organization 
about. I am pretty much convinced that if this 
country does not provide the leadership for inter­
national organization things will fall apart. There 
are plenty of forces pulling in the opposite direc­

tion. Therefore I would like to close with a state­
ment from the Old Testament, from one of the 
great Jewish prophets: "How beautiful upon the 
mountains the feet of him that publisheth peace." 

This I would like to see as the motto of the Amer­

ican people in the years ahead. 

WRHS Re,...___ i g America's Stand 
CC)\@@; \ 

WHEN THE AMERICAN PALESTINE COMMITTEE wa 
formed not quite three years ago, we were joined 

by a great American who contributed unreservedly 
of his sympathy and support. I speak of my late 
and distinguished colleague, Senator Charles L. 
McNary, of Oregon, who was taken from us just a 
fortnight ago. He was vitally concerned with the 
tragedy of the Jewish people as he was with every 
issue which challenged American principles of de­
mocracy and liberty. He readily accepted the co­
chairmanship of this committee. "I am glad," he 
wrote me in 1940, "to associate myself with the 
American Palestine Committee in lending moral 
support to the historic effort for the restoration of 
the Jewish National Home in Palestine. There are 
few undertakings in the world today that are o 
completely in accord with the dictates of justice 
and necessity." 
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;.for which we speak here tonight has 
lost one o its ardent crusaders. Senator McNary 
joined me in issuing the call for this meeting. 
Were he alive, he would ask us to redouble our 
efforts. America has lost a lover of humanity and 
justice. I propose that we rise in tribute to his 
memory. 

THIS IS THE ANNUAL DI NER of the American Pal-
estine Committee. It is the concluding event in an 

all day Conference on Palestine sponsored by our 
Committee in cooperation with seven other organi­
zations. 

The American Palestine Committee was created 
in 1941 to give expre sion to the interest, sympathy 
and moral support of the American people for the 
Jewish National Home in Palestine. It has been our 
function to disseminate the facts with regard to the 



progress of that home and to second all proper 
measures that may be taken to assi tit. 

This is an undertaking which increasingly en­
gages America's attention. It is an undertaking 
which must continue to engage our attention not 
alone because we have a humanitarian regard for 
the misfortunes which befall our fellow men, but 
because we have come to under tand the interde­
pendence of peoples. We know that the permanence 
of the peace we fight to win is conditioned on a 
recognition of the integrity of all the world's 
peoples and their right to security. 

Insecurity and recurrent persecution have been 
the lot of the Jewish people for twenty centurie . 
In the rebirth of the democratic spirit which fol­
lowed the sacrifices and agony of the fir t \V or Id 
War, it seemed that this long period of ~uffering 
was at last drawing to a close. In 1917, recognizing 
the historic connection of the Jewish people with 
Palestine, the British government i ued the Bal­
four Declaration, promising the e tabli hment of 
a Jewish National Home in Pale tine. In 1922, the 
Congress of the United States identified it lf itn 
Jewish aspirations in Pale tine, when it unani­
mously adopted a joint resolution ~avoring th 
establishment in Palestine of a national home for 
the Jewish people. The nations of the world joined 
in hailing that objective. Fifty-two nations ratified 
the Mandate under which Great Britain wa en­
trusted with the obligation to implement the 
promise. 

The Jewish people are justly proud of their 
heroic achievement in Pale tine. Within a quarter 
of a century, the Jewish population in Pale tine 
rose to close to 600,000; almost three hundred col­
onies were established, more than half a billion dol­
lars was invested, a land derelict and neglected was 
tran formed into a thriving modern economy. 

BUT, wh·le the physical development of Pale tine 
was carried forward in one of the mo t r mark­

able colonization efforts of our time, the Jewish 
National Home wa be et by political obstacle , in 
the compromises and capitulations of the last two 

decade . There wa a general r treat from the high 
purpo e and ideal which motivated men in 1917 
and 1918. In the re ulting di int gration, there 
wa a deft ction from the announced purpo e of the 
J ewi h re toration in Pale ' tin . There were rein­
terpretations of the Balfour Declaration. Restric­
tion impo d by admini trator ~ who did not under-
tand or sympathize with th ir r pon ibility im­

peded Jewi h ettlement and colonization. There 
wa a eries of White Papers which represented a 
yielding to convenience at the expense of principle. 

Compromise with principle bore evil fruit in the 
1930's. The civilized world was shocked when polit­
ical anti-Semitism became a grim reality in Nazi 
Germany. But few were far- ighted no ugh to 
realize then that anti- emiti m was more than an 
attack on the Jew. It wa a major weapon in the 
Nazi trategy of de troying democracy·s internal 
defen es. 

Even as Hitler conquered zecho lovakia with­
our firing a shot by internally di. rupting the coun­
tr and by sim ltaneously alienating it professed 

~o ectors, o Hitl r agent threatened 
a unw10.i.L-1..LU = ~ .... ,~ at Jewi h Pale tine-an outpo t 
v er cy-by inciting the Arabs against 
t e w ~nd e Briti h. And in 1939 Chamberlain 
yi lded o terrori m in Palestine. In violation of the 
tru tee hip impo ed by the Palestine Mandate and 
in breach of the Balfour promise of 1917, he issued 
the White Paper of 1939. 

The White Paper was Palestine's Munich. It was 
conceived with the same dis1·egard for equity and 
it wa written in the ame pirit of appeasement to 
aggre ion. Under it term , Jews are denied per­
mi ion to buy land in a large part of their home­
land, Jews are to be denied entry into their own 
country, olely on the ground that they are Jews. 
Under its program, Jew are to be frozen into a 
permanent one-third minority of the population in 
what i proposed to be eventually an Arab state. 

If there i trong feeling on this que tion among 
the Jew of Pale tine and Jew everywhere in the 
world, it i understandable. Since the beginning of 
the war, Jewish Palestine has supported the United 
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Nations to the limit of its resources. It has been 
an arsenal and a granary for Allied troops, a stra­
tegic point on our supply line. Close to 30,000 Pal­
estinian Jews have enlisted in the British army. 
They helped turn Rommel back at El Alemein. 
They have been in every engagement in the Middle 
East. They are today in the vanguard of the British 
forces in Italy. They have left their wounded and 
dead on every battle field. 

BUT RESENTMENT is not confined to Palestine. It is 
shared by freedom-loving men everywhere who 

look to protagonists of freedom to take a stand on 
this issue. That is why we have a right and an obli­
gation to make our position clear. That is why we 
hold this Conference in Washington today. That is 
why, within the last month, I had the honor in asso­
ciation with Senator Taft of Ohio, to introduce 
into the Senate a resolution calling for the opening 
of Palestine's doors to Jewish immigration and the 
reconstitution of Palestine as a Jewish common­
wealth. 

We introduced this resolution at this time be­
cause there is a need for a reaffirmation of our 
stand of 1922. The argument for this declaration 
is a thousand times more cogent than it was in 
1922; the overwhelming tragedy of the Jewish 

DR. DANIEL L. MARSH 

If R. CHAffiMAN, fellow guests, good friends all, it 
11 is a rather impressive thing to note the most 
pronounced leadership of the Christian Church and 
of the Jewish faith coming together at this ban­
quet in one common interest for the Jewish people. 

I regard it as the function of the toastmaster 
chiefly to try to create the atmosphere in which 
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people of Europe pleads for it; the great coloniza­
tion effort of the past twenty-five years vindicates 
it; the threatened repudiation inherent in the 
White Paper demands it. 

The final victory will be an empty victory if it is 
measured solely by military criteria. We shall not 
win the peace if we define victory merely as a pre­
ponderance over the enemy in terms of area an­
nexed, cities smashed, armies destroyed and cap­
tured. This is no mere war of destruction. This is 
a war of reconstruction for security, for a lasting 
peace, for a progressive order in which the rights 
of people and communities of people will be se­
cured and guaranteed. 

The Jewish people have long been denied these 
rights. Europe today is a vast graveyard for their 
dead. They have a right to ask us that they be 
counted in the ranks of tomorrow's society of free 
nations. The Munich Pact, which sealed the death 
warrant of countless thousands of the Jewish 
people, has been torn up. The Monster - Hitler -
wno ng· r this pact is being beaten into sub-

1,1 t vVhite Paper of 1939 remains in 
st be torn to bits in order that the 

e Jiwish people and of humanity may 
have a new birth of freedom. 

Fourteen Points on Palestine 
the greater stars at the head table can shine with 
their proper luminosity. In an attempt to create 
that atmosphere, let me make a few simple obser­
vations. The first is on the value of discussion. 
There are many persons who are lukewarm, in­
different, or opposed to the thing that brings us 
together. There are various reasons why they are 



opposed, indifferent or lukewarm, and one of them 
is that they simply don't know. One of the best 
ways to secure enlightenment is to have open, 
frank discussion, the very breath of life to democ­
racy. 

Then there is another thing: when we get into 
war, there is great apprehension lest we ay or do 
something that may in some way impede the prog­
ress of the war. That apprehension is of cour e 
most laudable, but it is a terrible mistake for any­
one to stretch his interpretation of patrioti m so 
as to stop other persons from thinking and from 
saying what they think. Our Army is doing a per­
fectly amazing piece of work, all honor and all 
power and all support to it. But in a democracy 
the government is the servant of the people, and 
not their master. And in a democracy it is always 
terribly perilous for the Army to make encroach­
ments upon the preserves of the civil or political 
government. I speak calmly, without any rancor 
or passion, but I read the other morning with very 
great apprehension the statement that the Army 
had asked the United States Senate to withdraw 
the resolution that had been introduced, rebuking 
the British Government for its White Pap r and 
reaffirming our faith in Palestine a a national 
homeland for the Jews. I think that thi i danger­
ous. We must not surrender diplomacy and politi­
cal mastery to the Army though we must continue 
to give the Army our last ounce of support for the 
magnificent work it is doing. 

A
ND NOW I would like to have you climb with me 
to an eminence where our stars can shine with 

their greatest brightness. We can climb to thi 
eminence on fourteen very simple and ea ily 
mounted steps. I am saying things that you know, 
that are already in your minds and in your hearts, 
but you will welcome, I am sure, my taking the e 
thoughts that lie in your minds in a more or less 
vaporous condition, and precipitating them, as it 
were, into a rain of phrases that will help to clear 

the atmosphere. 
These are the four teen steps : 

First: Palestine has never wholly belonged to 
any one people. 

econd: In pre-Biblical times it was over-run by 
primitive nomad tribes. 

Third: Because of its strategic geographical lo­
cation, it was the battlefield of ancient nations that 
contended for upremacy, Egypt, Babylon, As­
yria, Per ia, Greece, Rome. 

Fourth: The hi tory of the J ewi h people is in­
dis olubly bound up with Pale tine : the divine 
urgency of the patriarchs; the ojourn in Egypt 
and the invasion of Pale tine by a new nation, 
shaped and molded by Mo es, and led in conquest 
by Joshua; the truggle for a foothold; the cen­
tralizing and civilizing power of religion; the ex­
panding strength of the nation; then the bickerings 
and jealousie , and rival ambitions of the people. 

Pifth: The people were conquered by foreign 
nations and taken into captivity, only to return 
to Pale tine with the sure in tinct of a bird of 
flight. 

ixth : The sorrows of Roman conque t and the 
h me because the nation fell into a 

• had blind leaders of the blind, were 
the dispersion of the Jews unto the 

e e -rth. 
~. Pal tine, became a Roman colony; 

was overrun by Moslems; was the goal of that 
strange visionary movement that we call the Cru­
sades; was conquered by the Turks-a sad, a de­
pre ing history. 

Eighth: This step brings us to the period of the 
First Wodd War. Due to the conditions that then 
prevailed, the J ewi h hope for settlement in Pales­
tine under favorable au pices was given great im­
petus by the pledge of the Balfour Declaration, 
which put Britain on record as favoring "the 
establi hment in Palestine of a national home for 
the Jewish people." 

Ninth: This step was a natural and easy one. 
Unfortunate and di possessed Jews were given 
financial encouragement to establish colonies, under 
superb leadership, in Palestine. The Jewish popu­
lation was increased manifold. Immigration proj-
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ects were carried through. Modern agricultural 
methods were introduced. Industries were opened 
up. Education and public health, culture and sani­
tation, were but symbols of the amazing work done 
by the Jews in Palestine. 

Tenth: The Arabs objected. They saw that there 
would soon be a preponderance of Jewish popula­
tion, and they saw the properties going into Jewish 
hands. The Arabs were not banished. In fact the 
Arab population has increased during this same 
period. 

Eleventh: I am assured by friends of the Arabs 
that they are a very wonderful people. They try 
to follow three simple rules, namely: to share what 
you have to eat with the stranger in need; to keep 
your pledged word; and to tell the truth about the 
places you visit. 

Twelfth: Because of the exigencies of the War, 
the British Government has seen fit to issue what 
it call a "White Paper", which reduces Jewish 
immigration into Palestine to the vanishing point, 
places rigorous restrictions on land purchase by 
Jews, and ultimately establishes an independent 
Palestinian state in which the Jews are to consti­
tute not more than one-third of the population. 

Thirteenth: I like those rules that are said to 
guide the Arab's life, particularly that one which 

REV. DR. DANIEL A. POLING 

PRESIDENT MARSH, Senator Wagner, fellow-Amer­
icans, I speak tonight as a Christian. I offer a 

confession of sin, which is both personal and vicari­
ous, and I will declare my faith. 

A distinguished American educator has said in 
effect that it is the responsibility of majority 
groups, whatever the i sue and wherever raised, to 
see to it that minorities have their rights. Indeed, 
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requires a person to keep his pledged word. If this 
is true of a person, it should be true of a govern­
ment also. Britain's "White Paper" is a direct 
scrapping of her pledged word in the Balfour 
Declaration. 

Fourteenth: I favor fulfillment of the promises 
made and implied in the Balfour Declaration. That 
means that I am in favor of letting the oppressed 
and dispossessed Jewish people establish homes in 
Palestine. I favor letting the Jewish people-rich 
and cultured as well as poor and oppressed - do 
everything possible for the highest development of 
the resources of Palestine. I favor letting the Jews 
regard Palestine as their national home, always, 
however, under covenants entered into by the 
League of Nations or its successor which will guar­
antee that there shall be no religious persecution 
of any kind in Palestine, and that the historical 
sites dear and sacred to the Christian's heart shall 
be kept inviolate. I favor letting the Arabs who 
desire to remain in Palestine, remain there. At the 
same tim , I w uld favor international assistance 
in hel i h Arabs as do not wish to remain in 
P~ ........ u.ile.......,Lil.l.~a vorably relocated in other parts 

d undeveloped domain now committed 
:tr 

Pa esti11,e s a little land, big with meaning. 

Our Good Faith Is at Stake 
it is more than responsibility. It is life and very 
existence-for the majority groups. Minorities can 
and do survive persecution, but responsible majori­
ties cannot! The Jew after centuries of travail im­
posed upon him by those who overwhelmed him in 
numbers and physical strength remains today the 
most baffling human phenomenon of history. Only 
a spiritual an wer is adequate for the questions 



raised by the fact of his survival. On the other hand, 
the powerful majorities that tortured the Jew 
have steadily weakened and disappeared, while the 
governments that made him their victim have been 
overthrown. What he himself could not accomplish 
in his own defense, a destiny that must be divine 
has steadily achieved for him. 

My faith is the majority faith of thi great free 
land. And speaking as a Christian, I ris to say 
that while Israel can and will again urvive inj us­
tice and persecution, the Christian majority, under 
whatever guise, cannot practice per ecution, nor 
consent to it; cannot allow the inj u tice, nor con­
done it; nor be silent in the presence of tho e twen­
tieth century totalitarian horrors and survive. By 
the sublime tests of the Sermon on the Mount the 
Christian must be Christian if he would continue 
to be. For him there is no alternative. The Jew may 
still die a thou and deaths and live on to rai e new 
civilizations and cultures above the graves of those 
who slew him. That is his destiny. But for me, the 
genius of my salvation is comprehended in what 
Jesus named the last and great commandment: 
"Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all th 
heart, with all thy soul, with all thy trength and 
with all thy mind; and thy neighbor as thy elf/' 

WHAT THE ARE THE p RTICULARS of majority re­
sponsibility with regard to the J w? On may 

state them tonight only in their brief e t outlin . 
And directly I shall refer only to Pale tine. 

Jewish tradition, both religious and national, ha. 
known but one Promised Land. And every effort 
made to find another has failed. That earch go 
on, but I believe it will continue to fail. Nor do I 
believe that for the majority the probl m of the 
Jew will ever approach olution until p rman ntly 
he has the open door of return to the land of hi. 
ance tors, which is the eat of hi faith and eternal 
hope. Until then there will be no re t for his wan­
dering feet and no peace for those who keep him 
on the march. Perhap the Jew, more than any 
other ethnic group, for hi continued exi tence 
must maintain his unique spiritual character. With 

that "must" is forever identified the promise and 
the pro pect of the land that in another time 
"flowed ,vith milk and honey." 

Nor let it be forgotten by the majority that after 
the fir t World \Var the Balfour Declaration gave 
form and body to an age-old dream, and that fifty­
two nations ndor ed that Declaration. Among 
the nation i the United tate of America. And 
I affirm tonight that never more than an infinite i­
mal minority of America's Christian majority has 
disapproved this action of the United States of 
America. The Balfour Declaration is a fact of his­
tory. The good faith, not of the Jew, but of the 
Gentile, is at take; not of I rael, but of Britain 
and of the nited States and of every other igna­
tory power. 

EQUALLY SIG IFICA T was Arab upport of the 
Balfour Declaration when original and final 

negotiations on behalf of the Arab with the Jews 
were entru t d to His Royal Highn , Emir 
F • al. is ap roach wa cordial and tate man-

ll nded great ability and de p under-
• ew and the engagements to which 

d t hose whom he so ably repre ented 
ar ist ica}l' recorded. He anticipated a natural 
and cofl'll)lete union of Arab state under the Brit­
ish acting as tru tee. Matter of hi father' rule, 
his own overeignty in Syria, and that of his 
brother in Trans-Jordan or in Iraq were all 
cleared. At no time was there even the sugge tion 
that the return of the Jew to Pale tin and the 
full development of Pal tine as a J ewi h tate 
would be regarded a ho tile to Arab intere t . 

The Agreem nt he and Dr. Weizmann ign d on 
January 3, 1919, contains . uch unequivocal state­
ment a the following: "Th Arab State and Pale -
tine and all th ir relations and und r tanding hall 
be controlled by the mo t cordial goodwill and un­
derstanding, and to this end rah and Jewi h duly 
accredited agents shall be tablished and main­
tained in the re pective territories." Again, "All 
necessary mea ure hall be taken to encourage and 
stimulate immigration of Jews into Palestine on a 
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large scale." And yet again, "The Mohammedan 
holy places shall be under Mohammedan control." 
The official declarations were such as these, and 
within these principles accepting in good faith the 
Balfour Declaration and the adherence to that 
declaration of fifty-two sovereign states, the Jew 
went forward to again make the "desert blossom 
as the rose." 

AFTER TWENTY YEARS of intensive Jewish develop­
ment the population had grown from 650,000 

to nearly 1,500,000. Palestine with its area of 10,-
000 square miles approximates in size Belgium, also 
Holland and Sicily. Belgium and Holland have each 
a population of over 8,000,000; Sicily which is 
mountainous, 4,000,000, and Palestine has in the 
past been populated by as many as 4,000,000. Under 
the intensive development of the Jew which I have 
seen, and at which I have marvelled, I believe that 
this former population total may be reached and 
as the result of industrialization, even surpassed. 

In his book just now published, "Palestine Land 
of Promise," the famous American soil conserva­
tionist, Dr. Walter Lowdermilk, reaches the con­
clusion that the unique combination of natural 
features and resources of the Jordan Valley makes 
possible a reclamation project capable of support­
ing at least 4,000,000 refugees in addition to the 
nearly 2,000,000 Jews and Arabs in greater Pales­
tine. Whether or not we support Dr. Lowdermilk's 
specific suggestions, I find his book a convincing 
statement for a Jewish national home in Palestine 
and a constructive program that makes sense. Be­
yond this his plan could become a large scale model 
for the reclaiming of other neglected lands. 

Mr. Winston Churchill has said that the White 
Paper is a "breach and repudiation of the Balfour 
Declaration," and that the Jew as a minority in 
Palestine under foreign rule would be "the end of 
the vision, of the hope, of the dream." While that 
would be tragedy for the Jew, it is irretrievable dis­
aster at last for the majority. Nor let it be argued 
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that a Jewish minority opposed to what the world 
knows as Zionism, invalidates the claims of the 
Jewish majority and excuses the rest of us from 
further support of those claims. We Christians 
have our own pledges and our own conscience. 

At the same time the Jewish majority has fully 
regarded its own minority, for Zionism is specific 
in supporting the national rights of Jews who re­
tain their residence and citizenship in other lands. 
Some of my closest friends, indeed my most inti­
mate personal friends among Jews, are not Zionists. 
And if their citizenship status were to be affected 
by Zionism I would speak out at once. But these 
rights are not affected, save only as I believe even­
tually Zionism would enrich and strengthen them. 
Nor is there the slighest suggestion that as between 
sovereign states there would be a dual citizenship. 

FELLOW-AMERICANS, almost exactly one year ago 
a cargo transport steamed steadily in the ice­

berg infested waters of the North Atlantic. The 
men slept well t1'at night. They were nearing port. 
The dock wa i hety miles away. Fifteen minutes 
af r o k a orpedo struck amidship, silenced 
th e • nd scores were killed beneath the 
decks. • r,eoently the losses on the Dorchester 

eaviest for any sinking in two wars. Out 
of 904 personnel 676 were lost. It is said that there 
were four chaplains on the Dorchester, four chap­
lains of three faiths. When they came to the deck, 
they quieted panic; at the last they took off their 
life belts and pushed the belts on enlisted men. 
When last seen they were standing on the bow. 
As the bow came up high and slid under, they were 
not seen again-a Catholic, a Jew, and two Prot­
estants-men who had learned the fine art of living 
together, and having learned that art, in death 
were not divided, and being lost in action, were 
found of God. 

Men and women of three faiths, that is symbolic 
for us now, not only for war, but for peace, and 
in that fellow-Americans, is the destiny of America. 



HONORABLE ROBERT A. TAFT 

I FEEL that I am no expert on the Palestine prob­
lem. I have always been sympathetic with the 

Zionist movement; I certainly have never made a 
study of it, and I was considerably surpri ed and 
complimented when I was asked by my very good 
constituent and friend, Dr. Silver, to join in the 
introduction of the resolution which is now pending 
in the United States Senate. 

I did feel a sense of responsibility which led me 
to read all that I could find on the que tion of Pal­
estine, on the history of the Briti h Mandate, on 
the present circumstances of the Jewish people. I 
was complimented and pleased to be able to join 
with my colleague, Senator Bob Wagner of New 
York, particularly so because he and I, while we­
are the closest friends, have had some difficult in 
agreeing on a good many domestic policies. 

We introduced the resolution de igned to affirm 
the support of the United States government for 
the policy of establishing in Pale tine a Jewish 
National Home. It was not intended as a rebuke, 
as suggested by Dr. Marsh, to the British govern­
ment, it was rather an attempt to urge upon them 
the wisdom of receding from the policy of the \.Vhite 
Paper, and affirming again the policy of a Jewish 
National Home. That resolution has been delayed 
and held up by military objection. Naturally all of 
us are concerned with meeting the desires of those 
who lead the armies of the United States. The 
American people today have one great purpose 
above every other purpose : that i the winning of 
the war by a victory so decisive that no nation in 
the future can again even hope to conquer its neigh­
bors, to conquer the world. For the accompli hment 
of that purpose we have devoted all of our efforts 
for two years, and we can only offer admiration for 
those departments and those men who have created 

The tommon Sense Solution 
the greatest army and the gr atest navy which the 
world ha ever en. 

But becau e the winning of the war i ur main 
purpo e there i no rea on to negl ct the other prob­
lems which pre s upon u , ev n today, and will be­
come of first importance the very moment that the 
war comes to an end. For that rea on, for in tance, 
Congress, I think has f lt very trongly that we 
should not sacrifice any mor individual liberty 
here in the United State than is really necessary 
for the conduct of the war, and should not eliminate 
the freedom for which we are fighting over the seas 
on every continent and on every ocean of the world. 

I think it is peculiarly important at the present 
time to b gin to ormulate in specific term the dif­

ie n of foreign policy which are so nec­
.,,_,....___........,,.._._.'-"fal purpo es of thi war are to be 

r.:u J,v.u . $0 I feel very trongly that we are 
who-Uy • ifien in considering the Jewish problem 
now, nd t,aking every step which can po sibly be 
taken without interfering with the progress of the 
war. 

THE JEWISH PEOPLE were the first victims of the 
aggression of Hitler. Their cau e is the same 

cause as that of many enslaved people in the occu­
pied countries of Europe. There is little use in talk­
ing of bringing freedom to these people if they are 
dead before that freedom comes. Nothing in mod­
ern hi tory can equal the barbarity with which the 
Jews have been treated in the Axis countries, but 
there are four million of them still alive, and with 
reasonable effort many of the e may be assisted out 
of the Axis countries, providing there is some place 
to put them when they do come out. That is the 
problem which your Committee is primarily and 
vitally interested in. 
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When the war ends, there will be some countries 
in which it would probably be unfortunate to leave 
any Jews, some countries in which the minority 
problem may be so difficult that it should be elim­
inated. In other countries it may be essential to 
move out some portion of the Jewish population 
rather than attempt to restore to them the real 
property and the rights of which they have been 
forcibly deprived. 

We certainly desire to create a post-war world 
in which there will be as little friction as possible, 
and in which millions of people do not begin under 
a hopeless handicap. On the other hand, we face the 
difficulty that most nations do not desire immigra­
tion because of the severity of their own economic 
problems and their sense of the difficulty of those 
problems, or in some cases their unwillingness to 
create a minority problem which might not other­
wise exist. 

The solution which your Committee recommends 
and which this resolution endorses may be called 
the Palestine solution. I quite realize that it is not 
a perfect plan, because no such plan exists, but I 
have come to think that it is the best plan for the 
present, certainly, and one which is practical and 
can be carried out. It is true that the general region 
in which Palestine is situated is preponderantly 
Arab, but there is no single Arab nation, there are 
four or five Arab states in the near neighborhood, 
each of them independent, and each of them enjoy­
ing a certain national unity, and history. The small 
region of Palestine is somewhat differently situ­
ated. It has always been a revered center for the 
Christian religion and the Jewish religion as well 
as the Mohammedan religion. It has been fought 
over for centuries. It is more than likely that it 
will remain for a long time the subject of inter­
national control. If that is the fact, there seems no 
logical reason for stopping the immigration of 
.Jews to that country any more than we stopped the 
immigration of the Arabs or of Christians for that 
matter. 

There i only one reason I can see why immigra­
tion should be prohibited and that would be the 
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development of economic limitations and the dan­
ger of creating a state which could not support 
itself. The evidence shows that Palestine can sup­
port a very considerable number of additional im­
migrants. Certainly those who oppose the Palestine 
solution have the burden of bringing forward some 
other solution. I have yet to see any one who is able 
to propose a better solution to take care of the Jew­
ish problem and ensure the maintenance of Jews 
to whom the whole world owes a debt of gratitude. 
I should hope that we might later find some unde­
veloped region of the earth into which Jewish im­
migration could be encouraged or the Jewish state 
or colonial state possibly established, but any such 
development would take many years before it 
could be practical, whereas the Palestine solution 
can meet all immediate demands. 

WHE WE COME to the modern history of Palestine, 
it is certainly clear that those who wish to stop 

immigration must combat the established policy 
an ol wn pledges of Great Britain, of the 

d of the League of Nations, for the 
o a Jewish Homeland in Palestine. 

" ational Home" for the Jewish people is 
perhaps ~eking in clarity, but certainly it clearly 
implies that Jewish people who desire to come to 
that home shall not be excluded by law. 

The Balfour Declaration of 1917 pledged the es­
tablishment in Palestine of a National Home for 
the Jewish people. This pledge was carried into the 
Mandate of the League of Nations for Palestine, 
which Mandate was accepted by the government of 
Great Britain. It imposed upon the Mandatory 
Power the burden of placing the country under 
such political administration and economic condi­
tions as would secure the establishment of the Jew­
ish National Home. It further imposed on the Man­
datory Power the duty to facilitate Jewish immi­
gration under suitable conditions, and of encourag­
ing close settlement by Jews on the land. 

Not long afterward, in June 1922, the Congress 
of the United States adopted a resolution favoring 



the establishment in Palestine of a National Home 
for the Jewish people. It seems clear to me that the 
White Paper of May 1939 and the stopping of im­
migration, not on the ground of economic satura­
tion but because of the fear of antagonizing Arab 
states, is a repudiation of those obligations. I feel 
all the more certain of my position, which is per­
haps newly formed, because it was that taken by 
Winston Churchill on May 22, 1939, in opposing 
the adoption of the White Paper. 

It is now stated in some high quarters that the 
opening of Palestine to immigration, and even the 
consideration of the present resolution by Congress 
will interfere with the progress of the war, pre­
sumably by antagonizing the Arab peoples. But now, 
from still higher authority it appears that the an­
tagonizing of the Arab peoples is either of no im­
portance, or in the opinion of one who has flown to 
Casablanca and Cairo, will not be aroused by this 
resolution or its consideration. We must therefore 
ask the military authorities just what the other 

HONORABLE PAUL V. McNU 

I AM PROUD to recall that as governor of my state, 
I was the first executive to declare a Palestine 

Day, to coincide with the first National Conference 
for Palestine held here in Washington. I have faith 
in the future of Palestine because I have faith in 
democracy. And, to me, Palestine is a very real 
symbol of the democracy for which we are fighting. 

Throughout the past quarter century we have 
watched with growing admiration the patience, 
energy and sacrifice which Jewish pioneers have 
brought to the task of rebuilding their ancient 
homeland. We have seen a struggling colony grow 
into a community of more than half a million 

milit:ary considerations are. I do not know enough 
about the military conditions of North Africa to 
either affirm or deny the claim of the Secretary of 
War. I would not have joined in introducing the 
resolution if it had not seemed to me that the war 
had gone beyond North Africa, and that there could 
be no military effect. I cannot think of any time in 
which Arab opposition, if it exists at all, would be 
less dangerous than when the Allies have great 
armies in the field constantly advancing and clos­
ing in on the Axis powers. 

If Arab opposition is to bar the claim now, simply 
because of political considerations, it seems to me 
that those political considerations will never be 
less than they are now. I should like to hear the 
exact information on which the military conclu­
sions are based. I believe very strongly, therefore, 
that now is the time. The resolution we have intro­
duced is not only an act of justice to an oppressed 
people, but it is the common en e solution of the 
first of our great postwar problems. 

~k) 
>e,,, ~ 

Palestine and Democracy 
people, bending the re ource of modern science to 
their staunch belief in their own destiny. 

After this war the shattered nation of Europe 
can well turn to Palestine for courage and inspira­
tion in the ta k which will lie before them. The 
same energy, the ame sacrifice and patience in the 
face of ob ·tacle , will be needed to rebuild their 
homelands. But even more, we can all look to Pal­
estine for that appreciation of human dignity and 
freedom which is the heritage of the Jew-the deep 
under tanding of the cultural, piritual and human 
values which are indispensable to a free people. 

This we are resolved : the world of tomorrow 
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shall be a world where fear and oppression can no 
longer cast their shadows-and where all peoples 
shall be free to develop their own destinies. For 
over a decade we have seen racial hatred-religious 
intolerance-harnessed to the chariot of destruc-

HONORABLE HENRY A. WALLACE 

tion. Our task must be to see that these hatreds­
this intolerance-are blotted out forever from the 
face of the earth, and that men of all races, all 
creeds, may live and work together for the common 
good. 

The Deliveranue of the Remnant 

IT DOES MY HEART GOOD, ladies and gentlemen, to 
see represented here tonight so many fine men 

from the legislative branch of the Government, 
both Democrats and Republicans, and from both 
branches of labor. Truly this is a cross-section of 
American opinion-Catholic, Protestant, and Jew­
ish. 

I wish to speak of debts here tonight, debts which 
we all owe to that which has come out of the past 
to us from the Jewish people. The spiritual debt i~ 
first of all. And then I wish to speak about a more 
practical matter, a debt in te1·ms of winning this 
war. My mind runs to a name familiar to you all, 
Chaim Weizmann, who when he came over to this 
country and saw us on the point of making some 
very serious mistakes with regard to our rubber 
program, felt that oil could not do the job by itself 
fast enough and brought in alcohol to do it. Be­
cause he came to me at that time and I made the 
connections for him, I know of my own personal 
experience that he made it possible for us to avoid 
a very, very serious mistake in terms of the war 
effort. 

Truly, it is mo t interesting to observe the way 
in which men of the highest scientific attainment 
who have been chased out of Germany have made 
it possible for us in way I cannot discuss tonight, 
to use their scientific attainments to make the 
United States safe against certain things happen-
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ing from Germany. Our hats should be off to these 
men who have meant so much to us in the war 
effort. We owe them a great debt of gratitude. 

THE FOUR FREEDOMS mean more to the Jewish 
people than anyone else. They began fighting for 

t ese fr doms three thousand years ago, and have 
p e ince. No people have suffered so 

co ...... .1cuv,.,1.:»;y- i order to obtain freedom of religion 
........ ~v ul of expression as the Jews ; no people 

have Jon ed o passionately for freedom from fear 
and fl~edom from want. In their age-long search 
for freedom and toleration they have sought a 
haven among every people. Among the democratic 
peoples fighting the Axis they have found more 
nearly that to which their souls aspired than at 
any time since the prophets first raised their voices 
for social justice. 

On the continent of Europe, amongst the Axis 
nations, the Jew during the past four years has 
been treated more barbarously than during all the 
rest of recorded hi tory put together. The millions 
who have been murdered and starved to death in 
Europe have relatives in every part of the world, 
and especially in America. Hitler taunts the United 
States with being a Jew-in pired nation. If he 
means that we are inspired by Jesus, the most 
famous of all the Jews, I am happy to admit the 
charge, and hope it is so. If he means that the three 



per cent of the people of the United States who 
are Jewish run this country, then I say that Hitler 
is crazy. But the Jews of America know what is 
going on in the world; they have fought the intol­
erant Fascist gangsters ever since the time of 
Christ. 

The vast Hitler program of recent years is really 
a continuation on a great scale of that which has 
gone on in a smaller way in a thousand ghettos 
through a thousand years. Small wonder that Jews 
were the first to recognize Hitlerism for what it 
really is : small wonder that they were among 
the first to try to awaken the democracies from 
their deep slumber; small wonder that they fear 
the triumph of Fascism in America, even though 
we smash German military power and hang Goeb­
bels, Goering, Himmler and Hitler; small wonder 
that they look askance at the devious Fascist 
manouevering of a small military clique in Argen­
tina. 

For their keen perception of the Fasci t danger 
I say the Jews are deserving of the undying grati­
tude of all friends of democracy everywhere. rfat­
urally they want that debt paid in terms of the wel­
fare of those who have suffered most on the con­
tinent of Europe, the remnant which ha suffered 
a worse captivity than that of Egypt or Babylon. 
Even as Hitler has surpassed in his barbarity the 
Nebuchadnezzar of old, so may the modern deliv­
erer to an equal degree surpass in his wisdom, 
bravery and charity, Cyrus, Ezra and Nehemiah. 

FAR BE IT FROM ME in any way to take from, or add 
to the splendid statement which Rabbi \Vi e and 

Rabbi Silver were authorized to make on behalf of 

the Pre ident this afternoon. Far be it from me in 
any way to add to, or subtract from anything which 
Churchill may have said at any time to any of your 
leaders. It i not for me to go into any of those mat­
ter here tonight, but because of my close associa­
tion in times past with Dr. Lowdermilk, I feel free 
to express this hope that the day will come when in 
a thoroughly practical manner ( and Dr. Lowder­
milk is a practical man) there will be established a 
Jordan Valley Authority which will bring power, 
which will bring irrigation, which will make the 
desert blossom in terms of the common man of both 
the J ewi h and the Arab peoples. Because I believe 
the Jewish people have learned toleration through 
their long years of sad experience, I believe the 
Jewish people will be able to live with the Arabian 
people , to the benefit-the joint benefit-of both 
people , becau e if we do believe in the Holy Bible, 
they are brothers of long, long standing. 

YES, YOU IIA VE a unique contribution to make. You 
ave, er th long years, evolved the very es-

h t s democracy: with the help of some 
G11~ A>o6-V nd with the help of English and 

ut on as well, you have evolved the 
nee f it. Surely with what you have 

r.orfl your own travail and suffering, you 
can make the nece ary accommodations in Pal-
estine so that your effort will be ables ing to all 
the people there-yours and all the rest. 

You have de erved greatly for your tremendous 
efforts in the war in way which cannot yet be re­
vealed. You have de erved richly. May you get your 
de erts, and may you make what you get able sing 
to all mankind. 
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DR. ABBA HILLEL SIL VER 

My DEAR FRIENDS, this has been indeed a deeply 
moving and greatly inspiring evening. This 

gathering itself, composed as it is of men of all 
faiths and of all shades of political opinion, is in­
deed the triumphant symbol of that for which our 
country stands preeminently in the midst of the 
world, and that for which we are fighting today. 

It is good that Palestine, it is good that J eru­
salem has summoned you all here in this common 
unity. I know of no better way to tell you how 
deeply I, as one of the spokesmen of the Zionist 
movement, feel at this time, than to repeat a phrase 
from our ancient and sacred literature: "Seek ye 
the peace of Jerusalem ; may all those who love thee, 
Jerusalem, prosper." 

I wish to thank you friends who have come from 
all parts of the country to help us in this great and 
desperately needed task in which we are engaged. 
I should like to thank the Vice-President of the 
United States for the courtesy which he has shown 
us in coming here and in giving us his word of up­
lift and encouragement. And to all the Senators 
and the Congressmen and the government officials 
who are here, I should like to express my special 
sense of gratitude, and the indebtedness of the 
Jewish people to the two men of the Senate of the 
United States, Senator Wagner and Senator Taft, 
and to the two men from the House of Representa­
tives, Congressman Wright and Congressman 
Compton, who introduced the Palestine Resolution 
in both Houses. We are an ancient people, of long 
memory, and the names of these and the names of 
all others who have come to our aid in this critical 
day for Israel when so many brutal forces are 
organized and determined to destroy us-I say the 
names of all these friends will long be cherished 
and remembered by a grateful and unforgetting 
people. 

V 

The True Heart of America 
I should like to share with you, fell ow Americans, 

the grave problem that confronts the Jewish people 
at this time and which is likely to confront them 
after the Allied victory at the close of this war. 
The coming of peace will not automatically solve it. 
It existed in aggravated form even before the war. 
It is not a problem of a small and unimportant 
people. The Jews fortunately or unfortunately 
have never been an unimportant people. This prob­
lem cannot be brushed aside because of weightier 
or more urgent international problems. Our com­
mon foe against whom we are sending our sons into 
battle has made the Jews the central theme in all 
his vicious propaganda. The Jews everywhere in 
Europe were the first victims of his murderous 
campaigns. He has waged war against them for 
mGre t an n years. He has killed more than 1!wo 
million of em in the last few years. The very 
enor hi tragedy forces itself irresistibly 
upon the ention of the world. 

The ear y defeat of the Nazis may avert the 
horror of the total extermination of the Jews of 
Europe. But what of those who will survive? At 
the close of the war, European Jewry will find it­
self spiritually shaken and physically undermined. 
They will find themselves in a world of great social, 
political and economic tension, and under pressures 
which will not be entirely lifted through the resto­
ration of their rights to citizenship. 

Responsible Allied statesmen, looking ahead to 
the pacification and stabilization of Europe must 
be thinking now not only in terms of postwar relief 
and rehabilitation, but al o, and far more funda­
mentally, in terms of establishing such political 
conditions and such international guara:ntees as 
will protect the Jewish minority as well as all other 
minorities against a recurrence of those discrim­
inatory activities which prevailed after the last 



Wll.J: &most to the v ry day when th econd war 
began. But realistic apprai al of what i likely 
to prevail in urope for a con iderable period after 
the war cannot fail to give the Jewi h people and 
its leaders the gravest concern. The truggle for 
existence in postwar Europe will be har h and 
bitter. Economic hostility will once again be ration­
alized into the well-known and quite serviceable 
anti-Semitic thesi . Jews by the tens of thou ands 
will be compelled to seek new homes. ew homes 
will not be available. 

There are no opportunitie for ma , immigra­
tion for Jews anywhere in the world today. There 
are not likely to be. We wish it were otherwi e. 
Feeble trickles of immigration will be permitted 
into this or that country, but wave will be fiercely 
resisted; and it is with waves of immigration, 
rather than with trickles, that we mu t concern 
ourselves. It i unrealistic at thi time to suggest 
that new colonial possibilitie will be available to 
meet the grea immigration pressure after thi 
war. It is too la e in the day to indulge in what has 
been characterized as "ramblings in the iride cent 
nothingness of Utopia." 

THIS CONSIDERATIO brings us to the ubject of 
Palestine which i the purpose of hi ath ring. 

Palestine has been prepared and readied by decade 
of Jewish labor and initiative for just such an 
emergency. Jews have in the period between the 
two world wars invested life, energy, and ubstance 
in the upbuilding of their national home which was 
politically guaranteed to them by the terms of the 
Palestine Mandate, to which our own country uh­
scribed along with more than fifty other nations. 
As a result of this extraordinary Jewish pioneer­
ing and upbuilding, the little country of Palestine 
was able to give refuge and sanctuary to more than 
half of all the driven and hunted Jewi h refugees of 
Hitler's Europe. It is prepared to take on the main 
share of the burden of the olution of po twar Jew­
i h immigration. The Jews of Pale tine want them 
to come there. The Jews of Europe wish to go there. 
Fair-minded men everywhere believe that it is the 

prop r country for them to go to. But this ancient 
and hi toric land of the J ewi h peopl is now in 
danger of being permanently clo ed against fur­
ther J ewi h immigration by the Briti h White 
Paper which cwiaett into force at the nd of March. 

An eminent member 9f the Hou e of Lord r -
cently declared that if today the\ hite Paper were 
brought before Parliament, it would not have the 
ghost of a chance of bei g approved. Every re pon­
sible statesman h re a.,nd abroad know that the 
policy of the White aper i both morally and 
legally indefen ible. It i a complet repudiation of 
the obligation which the Mandatory ov rnment 
voluntarily a sumed under international ·anction 
to facilitate - not to curb - J ewL h immigration 
into Pale tine in order to build up the .Tewi h a­
tional Home. It wa the .. e obligation which alone 
ju tified the granting of th Mandat to reat 
Britain. Th White aper introduc s iniquitou 
di criminatory racial legi. lation again t J ws­
and of all plac s, in the Jewi: h National Home! 
Immigra ion a d land purcha, e re triction are, 
u d h m of the \Vhite Paper, impo ed not 

r: an oth r people, but exclusively on ---~-.-

iw Paper, a unilateral Briti h dec1ara­
tion thll,t. ~ er received the approval of tho e na­
tions, including our own, which cons nted to the 
granting of the Mandate over Pale tine to reat 
Britain, was found odious and unju tifiable when 
it was i ued in 1939 before the econd World "'ar 
and before the appalling di a ters wept over the 
J wi h comm uni tie of Europe, bringing wreck and 
ruin to millions o ur j'eople, how utterly insup­
portable and in uffe me i it today! Had the doors 
of Pale tine been wide open the e last years of Nazi 
terror and had the Mandatory Government fully 
cooperated in the task ten. of thousand of addi­
tional refugees might have b en aved from Hitler's 
mass execution. Will the con cience of the world 
permit the doors of the Jewi h National Home to 
be closed gainst the helple R Jewi h refugees who 
turn to it now and will turn to it after the war as 
to their last door of hope and rescue? Is this act of 
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injustice and inhumanity to usher in the new world 
order for which we are fighting? 

THE JEWS OF PALESTINE, and the world, wish the 
Arab lands and peoples all success in their na­

tional and econolllic development. The Jews of Pal­
estine, and of the est of the world, stand ready to 
co-operate with t em in the development of that 
vast world of theirs which is still so sadly undevel­
oped and underpopulated. The establishment of the 
Jewish National Home in Palestine will, we believe, 
be a great boon to the entire Near East and to all 
the Arab peoples. Jews are bringing scientific skill, 
technical knowledge, and material resources to that 
part of the world. Palestine is destined to become 
the hub of a great and rapid economic expansion 
of the entire Near East. The prosperity of Palestine 
will stimulate the prosperity of all adjacent Arab 
countries. 

The Jews are truly pro-Arab-perhaps the only 
truly pro-Arab people in the world, for we realize 
that the future prosperity of the Jewish National 
Home is bound up with the prosperity of th~ entire 
Arab world which en laves it. But the progress and 
development of the A abs need not be achieved at 
the sacrifice of the Jewish National Home which 
at best occupies a fraction of a fraction of the lands 
open to Arab growth and development. To Israel, 
however, Palestine is thrice precious and indis­
pensable for its national life and survival. In it are 
the roots both of its past a:J,ld of its future. 

Realizing that the Arabs would have their na­
tional aspirations satisfied after the war by the 
establishment of a number of Arab national states, 
and that these states would have land areas so 
large that it would take them ~nturies to develop 
them, and realizing also that the Jews stood in 
desperate need of a place of refuge, for their people, 
the Allies reserved "the tiny notch" of Palestine, as 
Balfour called it - just 10,000 square miles - for 
the Jewish people. The Arab lands cover more than 
a million square miles and they are underpopulated 
and largely undeveloped. 

It was rather ironical to read the other day the 
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complaint of the President of the Iraq Chamber of 
Senators to the effect that Palestine is already 
over-populated and that it is only by dispossessing 
Arabs that room can be made for Jews. The gentle­
man, we respectfully suggest, should concern him­
self with underpopulated and impoverished Iraq 
rather than with Palestine where the steady in­
crease in population has brought prosperity to the 
country, both to Jews and Arabs, and made the 
Palestine Arab the envy of all the Arabs in the 
Near East. Ten years ago, and fifteen years ago, 
wise heads declared that there was no room in 
Palestine for a single additional settler. Hundreds 
of thousands have settled there since that time, and 
the Arab population, far from being dispossessed, 
has steadily increased in size as well as improved 
in standards of living. 

IT IS CLEAR to everyone in Washington that were 
the Congress of the United States to speak today 

on the pending Palestine resolution, it would ap­
prove it overwhelmingly. Every well-informed 
ne pap m n i Washington knows it. It is also 
cle r o all b e vers that this sentiment in Con­

e 1 rpflects the wishes of the American 
e~ in every walk of life and in every 

comrnu 1 y jn the United States, as well as the press 
of our country, have availed themselves of the oc­
casion of the introduction of the resolution to ex­
press themselves in hearty endorsement of the 
Jewish National Horne. 

We have been informed that our War Depart­
ment has indicated objections to the passage of this 
resolution at this time. The reasons for these ob­
jections are not, and I suppose cannot, be revealed. 
Civilians are at a great disadvantage in arguing 
with the military on questions of military necessity 
or expediency, even when these have strong politi­
cal implications, although in a democracy, civilians 
must occasionally exercise that right. 

A panic propaganda has been set in motion to 
convince the world that the enforcement of the 
White Paper is imperative for the peace of the Holy 
Land. The word is spread that Palestine is a caul-



ish National Home was established. A policy of ap­
peasement obstructed and limited the work and re­
sulted in the 1939 Chamberlain-MacDonald \ hite 
Paper on Palestine, which was aimed at the liquida­
tion of the promise, the destruction of an age-old 
hope. Under that White Paper, Jewish immigra­
tion into Palestine was limited to 75,000 within a 
five year period, which terminates l\1arch 31, 1944; 
Jewish land purchases were dra tically limited; 
and the Jewish population was congealed into a 
permanent one-third minority. After March 31, 
1944, no new Jewish immigration beyond the 75,000 
is to be permitted. The con cience of the civilized 
world cannot permit this last final blow again t 
the Jewish people in its darkest hour. 

THEREFORE, WE JOIN with a large majority of the 
British people in agreeing with Win ton Church­

ill, who, in 1939, denounced the Palestine White 
Paper "as a breach and repudiation of the Balfour 
Declaration." 

WE ASSOCIATE OURSELVES also with the iew of the 
Permanent Mandates Commission of the League 

of Nations, which declined to gi e approval or~ 
sanction to the White Paper on the ground that it 
was inconsistent with the term of the Mandate. 

WE CALL FOR THE ABROG TIO • of the 1939 White 
Paper on the grounds of justice, mercy and in the 

interests of our common humanity. We call for its 
abrogation also, because the White Paper i a breach 
of covenants in contravention of international law, 

and a violation of the terms of the ~1andate, as well 
as of the Anglo-American agreement of 1924, under 
which no change materially aff cting the character 
of the :Mandate could be made without the consent 
of the ni ted ta te . 

WHILE WE ARE COMPLETELY AWARE of the problems 
and re pon ibilities of our military and diplo­

matic leader , we are firmly convinc d that the 
technique of appeasement, which has failed to erve 
the cau e of p ace and democracy in other part of 
the world, cannot provide the basis of an enduring 
and equitabl olulion of the Pale tine problem. 
Here, a el ewhere, the deci ion mu t be based on 
ju tice rather than on expediency. 

WE, THEREFORE, REAFFIRM our faith in th.., pirit as 
well as the letter of the Balfour Declaration and 

a k for maximum J ewi h immigration into Pale -
tine and full opportunity for colonization and eco­
nomic development. 

h traditional policy of our Govern­
£ Jfor all ffective measure to the 

sUne may be recon tituted by the 
ple s a free and democratic J ewi h 
Ith. 

117E URGE TUE PASSAGE, at the earliest opportunity, 
II by the Senate and the Hou e, of the Wagner-Taft 
and Wright-Compton resolution now under dis­
cus ion in Committee , so that these objective may 
be the more peedily achieved. 

A SECOND RESOLUTION WAS ADOPTED AS FOLLOWS: 

To PROMOTE AND EFFECTU TE the purpo e of this 
Conference the Chairman is authorized to ap­

point a Planning Committee of from seven to nine 
members to consult with the officers of the Ameri-

can Pale tine Committee and of all the cooperating 
organizations with a view to the adoption of a com­
mon program of action to be recommended to all 
participant and constituents of the Conference. 

The Planning Committee con i ts of Dr. Daniel L. Mar h, Chairman, Profe sor Carl J. Fri dri h 
Hon. Norman Littell, Dr. David Henry, Mr . Walter Fergu on, Dr. Henry A. Atkin on, Dr. Daniel A. 

Poling, Mr. J. M. Blalock. 
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Delegates to National Conference on Palestine 
SELMA, ALABAMA 

MR. W. E. SNUGGS 

TUCSON, ARIZONA 
REV. RICHARD DAWSON 

LOS ANGELES, CALIFOR IA 
MR. FRANK PETERSON 

DENVER, COLORADO 
REV. EDGAR M. WAHLBERG 

WEST HARTFORD, CONNECTICUT 
HON. ROBERTA. HURLEY 

MANCHESTER, CO NECTICUT 
MR. G. H. w ADDELL 

MERIDEN, CONNECTICUT 
MR. LLEWELLYN A. TOBIE 

NEW BRITAIN, CONNECTICUT 
DR. FREDERICK FERRY 

MR. OSCAR A. MARSH 

MR. ARTHUR E. MCEVOY 

NEW CANAAN, CO ECTICUT 
REV. MERRILL F. CLARKE 

WATERBURY, CO ECTICUT 
MR. HERBERT S. SMITH 

W ASHINGTO , D.C. 

REV. CHARLES Y. AZN AKIA 

REV. ALFRED E. BARROWS 

MR. JOH BROPHY 

I I 
IQ) 

REV. RICHARD W. BUCKINGHAM 

MR. JAMES CAREY 

REV. EDWARD 0. CLARK 

REV. VIRGIL M. COSBY 

REV. W. L. DARBY 

REV. ALBERT EVANS 

REV HAMPTON GASKINS 

REV. M. P. GERMA 

REV. DR. FREDERICK HARRIS 

REV. AUGUSTUS LEWIS 

REV. RAtPII MERKER 

REV. EDGAR EWTO 

REV. F. E. REISSIG 

REV. PAUL SPERRY 

REV. GEORGE H. YOUNG 

MIAMI BEACH, FLORIDA 
MR. PA LBR • 

ATLA TA, GEORGIA 
REV. HERMA L. T RNER 

CHICAGO, ILLI OIS 
DR. JAMES LUTHER ADAMS 

DR. A. WILLIAM Loos 

GARY, I DIA A 
HON. RAY MADDEN 

I DIA APOLIS, I DIANA 
REV. HOWARD J. BAUMGARTEL 

SOUTH BE D, INDIANA 
MR. LAWRENCE J. HARWOOD 

DAVE PORT, IOWA 
MR. R. 0. BYERRUM 

DES MOI ES, IOWA 
Mn. STANLEY DIXON 

BALTIMORE, MARYLA D 
PROF. WM. F. ALBRIGHT 

MR. WILFRED T. MCQUAID 

MR. DEELEY K. ICE 

REV. J. ROY STROCK 

SIL VER SPRI GS, MARYLA D 
REV. DR. R. D. SMITH 

BOSTON,MASSACHUSETTS 
REV. DAVID R. HUNTER 

DEA How ARD M. LESouao 
REY. Do ALO G. LOTHROP 

DR. DANIELL. MARSH 

CAMBRIDGE, MASSACHUSETTS 
Dit ,ARL J. FRIEDRICH 

LET. PE 'NINGTON 

SSA CHU SETTS 

OR HA PTO , MASSACHUSETTS 
I)R. . RALPH HARLOW 

SALEM,M SSACHUSETTS 
REV. BRADFORD E. GALE 

WELLESLEY HILLS, MASSACHUSETTS 
REV. W AITSTILL H. HARP 

WORCESTER,MASSACHUSETTS 
HON. PEHR G. HOL !JES 

DETROIT, MI HIGA 
DR. DAVID HENRY 

MAYOR Eow ARD JEFFRIE 

MI EAPOLIS, MI ESOTA 
JUDGE VI CE A. DAY 

ST.PAUL,MI ESOTA 
iAYOR JOHN J. fcDo OUGH 

ST. LOUIS, MI SOUR! 
REV. DR. CLARK WALKER CUMMINGS 

1R. J. HARRY POHLMAN 

CO CORD, EW HA f PSHIRE 
MR. ROBERT E. EARLEY 

PORTS f OUTH, EW HAMPSHIRE 
REV. ARTHUR A. Rou ER 



ASBURY PARK, EW JERSEY 
HON. HAYDN PROCTOR 

BLOOMFIELD, NEW JERSEY 
MA Yon JOHN REED 

EAST ORA GE, EW JERSEY 
REV. JOSEPH H. STEIN 

ELIZABETH, EW JERSEY 
MAYOR JAMES T. KIRK 

FREEHOLD, EW JER EY 
JUDGE JOHN C. GIORDANO 

HIGHTSTOW , EW JERSEY 
MR. MONTE F. ORCROSS 

IRVINGTO , NEW JERSEY 
MAYOR HERBERT K.RUTTSCHNITT 
MR. F. V. SCHOONOVER 

EW ARK, NEW JERSEY 
REV. ARTH UR . BEAN 
DR. WILLIAM R. WARD 

PASSAIC, EW JERSEY 
REV. G. OGDEN KIRK 

P ATERSO , EW JERSEY 
DR. C. S. WIGHTMA 
REV. ALFRED E. WILLETT 

PLAI FIELD, E, JER EY 
REV. . H. ROBI so 
MR. PA LE. SM[TH 

SOUTH RIVER, EW JERSEY 
REV. BEN.TAMIN A. T UR ,,n, 

TRENTO , EW JERSEY 
MR. ROBERT 1\,1. DILATUSH, JR. ~ 
1R. JAMES KERNEY, JR. 

MR. HERBERT W. VOORHEES 

ALBA Y, NEW YORK 
REV. HARVEY W. HOLLlS 

BROOKLY, E YORK 
BOROUGH PRES. JOHN CASHMORE 
REV. AMOS DUSHAW 
DR. HOWARD WARREN 

BUFF ALO, EW YORK 
REV. CHARLES D. BROUGHTON 
MR. JAMES 0. MOORE, SR. 
MR. HUGH THOMPSON 

NEW ROCHELLE, NEW YORK 
MAYOR STANLEY HURCH 

NEW YORK, EW YORK 
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